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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0001] Embodiments of the present disclosure relate
to ultrasound probes emitting ultrasound to an object and
receiving echo ultrasound reflected by the object, and
methods of controlling the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Ultrasound diagnostic apparatuses non-inva-
sively generate an image of a target region inside an
object such as a soft tissue tomogram or a blood stream
tomogram by irradiating ultrasonic signals generated by
transducers of a probe toward the target region from the
surface of the object and receiving reflected ultrasonic
signals (ultrasonic echo signals). Thus, the ultrasound
diagnostic apparatuses have been used for medical pur-
poses, for example, to examine the inside of the object,
detect impurities, and measure injury.
[0003] Since ultrasound diagnostic apparatuses are
small and inexpensive, display an image in real time, and
provide high safety without causing X-ray exposure, as
compared to other diagnostic imaging apparatuses, such
as X-ray diagnosis apparatuses, computed tomography
(CT) scanners, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) ap-
paratuses, and nuclear medicine diagnosis apparatuses,
the ultrasound diagnostic apparatuses have been widely
used with other diagnostic imaging apparatuses.
[0004] Particularly, a three-dimensional (3D) ultra-
sound imaging apparatus generates a 3D ultrasound im-
age and visualizes the generated 3D image on a display
apparatus by acquiring 3D data of an object by using a
probe, or the like, and volume-rendering the acquired 3D
data.
[0005] In order to realize an image by using an ultra-
sound diagnostic apparatus, a unit and/or device that per-
form interconversion between ultrasound signals and
electric signals are required. In this regard, the unit and/or
device are referred to as an ultrasound probe or ultra-
sound transducer.
[0006] In general, an ultrasound probe includes an ul-
trasound module including a piezoelectric layer to per-
form interconversion between electric signals and sound
signals while a piezoelectric material vibrates, a matching
layer to reduce a difference in acoustic impedance be-
tween the piezoelectric layer and a human body thereby
efficiently transferring ultrasound generated by the pie-
zoelectric layer to a target region of the human body, a
lens layer to focus ultrasound proceeding forward from
the piezoelectric layer to a predetermined point, a back-
ing layer to block transmission of the ultrasound proceed-
ing backward from the piezoelectric layer thereby pre-
venting image distortion. Most medical ultrasound
probes commonly used in the art include a plurality of

ultrasound devices, except or medical ultrasound probes
for special use including a single ultrasound device.
[0007] Such medical ultrasound probes are classified
according to various standards such as number of ultra-
sound devices, alignment type of ultrasound devices,
shape of alignment axis ultrasound devices, or applica-
tions thereof. The medical ultrasound probes may be
classified into a single device-type ultrasound probe and
a multi device-type ultrasound probe based on the
number of ultrasound devices. In this regard, the multi
device-type ultrasound probes may be classified into
one-dimensional (1D) array-type ultrasound probes in
which ultrasound devices are arranged in one axis and
two-dimensional (2D) array-type ultrasound probes in
which ultrasound devices are arranged in a plurality of
axes to cross each other, based on the alignment type
of ultrasound devices.
[0008] In recent years, an ultrasound probe capable of
realizing a 3D image, particularly, a 3D dynamic image,
of the inside of the human body has been required. 3D
images may be realized by using an ultrasound diagnos-
tic apparatus by rotating a transducer in addition to using
conventional 1D array-type and 2D array-type ultrasound
probes.
[0009] Conventionally, when a 3D image is generated
based on signals from a sensor acquired while an ultra-
sound device of an ultrasound probe wobbles, there is
no separate mechanical device for compensating errors.
Accordingly, as a rotation angle of a motor changes with
time, a backlash is caused after a predetermined delay.
The backlash is a change in a swing angle of a swing
motion, in which an alignment axis of an ultrasound de-
vice moves in a predetermined angle. The backlash is a
delay occurring when a rotational motion of a motor is
transferred to an alignment axis of an ultrasound trans-
mitting and receiving device.
[0010] In this regard, blurring of an ultrasound image
occurs in some regions due to the backlash of a clockwise
CW image received in the clockwise direction of the ul-
trasound probe and a counter clockwise CCW image re-
ceived in the counter clockwise direction thereof. Docu-
ment US2009/264767 discloses an ultrasound probe ac-
cording to the preamble of independent claim 1.

SUMMARY

[0011] The invention is defined by an ultrasound probe
according to independent claim 1 and a method of con-
trolling an ultrasound probe according to independent
claim 8. Therefore, it is an aspect of the present disclo-
sure to provide an ultrasound probe and a method of
controlling the same, by which image quality reduction
in a 3D image is prevented, and blurring of an ultrasound
image is removed via image correction by independently
installing position detecting sensors on a module and a
motor of the ultrasound probe, detecting a backlash in-
creasing as time, and compensating a variation of the
backlash.
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[0012] Additional aspects of the disclosure will be set
forth in part in the description which follows and, in part,
will be obvious from the description, or may be learned
by practice of the disclosure.
[0013] In accordance with one aspect of the present
disclosure, an ultrasound probe including a first sensor
configured to detect a position of the transducer changed
by rotation, a second sensor configured to detect rotation
generated by the driving device, and a controller config-
ured to determine a backlash value between a signal of
the first sensor and a signal of the second sensor and
correct an ultrasound image.
[0014] The driving device may include a driving motor
configured to generate a rotational force to rotate the
transducer, and a driving shaft configured to transfer the
rotational force of the driving motor to the transducer.
[0015] The first sensor and the second sensor are in-
stalled in the ultrasound probe.
[0016] The controller calculates a time difference be-
tween a signal of the first sensor and a signal of the sec-
ond sensor and determines the backlash value by using
the calculated time difference. The controller may calcu-
late a time difference between a signal of the first sensor
and a signal of the second sensor when the transducer
rotates clockwise or counter clockwise.
[0017] The controller may determine the backlash val-
ue by using a variation based on the detected time dif-
ference between the signal of the first sensor and the
signal of the second sensor and an initial time difference.
[0018] The controller may correct a rendered clock-
wise image and a rendered counter clockwise image by
using the determined backlash value when a rendered
ultrasound image is generated.
[0019] The controller may shift the clockwise image
and the counter clockwise image by the calculated back-
lash value of the clockwise direction and the counter
clockwise direction with respect to a central axis of the
transducer.
[0020] In accordance with another aspect of the
present disclosure, a method of controlling an ultrasound
probe includes determining a backlash value between a
signal of a first sensor and a signal of a second sensor
installed in the ultrasound probe; and correcting an ultra-
sound image by using the determined backlash value.
[0021] The signal of the first sensor is a signal output
as a result of detecting a position of the transducer
changed by rotation.
[0022] The signal of the second sensor is a signal out-
put as a result of detecting rotation generated by the driv-
ing device.
[0023] The determining of the backlash value between
the signal of the first sensor and the signal of the second
sensor is performed by calculating a time difference be-
tween the signal of the first sensor and the signal of the
second sensor, and determining the backlash value by
using the calculated time difference. The calculating of
the time difference between the signal of the first sensor
and the signal of the second sensor may be performed

by calculating a time difference between the signal of the
first sensor and the signal of the second sensor when
the transducer rotates clockwise or counter clockwise.
[0024] The determining of the backlash value may be
performed by using a variation based on the detected
time difference between the signal of the first sensor and
the signal of the second sensor and an initial time differ-
ence.
[0025] The correcting of the ultrasound image may be
performed by correcting a rendered clockwise image and
a rendered counter clockwise image by using the deter-
mined backlash value when a rendered ultrasound image
is generated.
[0026] The correcting of the ultrasound image may be
performed by shifting the clockwise image and the coun-
ter clockwise image by the calculated backlash value of
the clockwise direction and the counter clockwise direc-
tion with respect to a central axis of the transducer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027] These and/or other aspects of the disclosure
will become apparent and more readily appreciated from
the following description of the embodiments, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an ultrasound
imaging apparatus according to an exemplary em-
bodiment;
FIG. 2 is a control block diagram illustrating an ultra-
sound imaging apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment;
FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating a transducer
module of an ultrasound probe;
FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a transducer
module of an ultrasound probe;
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a backlash for de-
scribing causes of the backlash;
FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating scanning of a face by
using a conventional linear ultrasound probe;
FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating blurring of an ultra-
sound image caused by a backlash and an ultra-
sound image in which the blurring is removed by im-
age correction using an ultrasound probe and a
method of controlling the same according to an ex-
emplary embodiment;
FIG. 8A is a diagram schematically illustrating oper-
ation of a 3D ultrasound probe according to an ex-
emplary embodiment;
FIG. 8B is a perspective view illustrating an inner
structure of an ultrasound probe according to an ex-
emplary embodiment;
FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating that light travels from
one medium to another;
FIG. 10 is a perspective view illustrating an appear-
ance of a first sensor;
FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a method of con-
trolling an ultrasound probe according to an exem-

3 4 



EP 3 020 336 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

plary embodiment;
FIG. 12 is a graph illustrating signals output from a
first sensor and signals output from a second sensor
with respect to time according to a method of con-
trolling an ultrasound probe according to an exem-
plary embodiment; and
FIGS. 13A and 13B are examples of changing circuit
wirings from a first sensor and a second sensor to a
controller to output signals from the first sensor and
the second sensor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0028] Reference will now be made in detail to the em-
bodiments of the present disclosure, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein
like reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.
[0029] Hereinafter, an ultrasound probe and a method
of controlling the same will be described in detail with
reference to the drawings.
[0030] A medical imaging apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment may refer to an X-ray imaging
apparatus, a fluoroscopic X-ray system, a computed to-
mography (CT) scanner, a magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) apparatus, a positron emission tomography appa-
ratus, and an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus. Herein-
after, an ultrasound imaging apparatus will be described
as a medical imaging apparatus by way of example. As
used herein, the term ’ultrasound image’ refers to an im-
age of an object acquired using ultrasound. As used here-
in, the term object" refers to human, animal, metal, non-
metal, or a part thereof. For example, the object may
include organs such as liver, heart, uterus, brain, breast,
and abdomen or blood vessels. In addition, the object
may also include phantom. Phantom refers to a material
that has density, effective atomic number, and volume
similar to biological tissues.
[0031] As used herein, the term "user" refers to medical
professionals such as doctors, nurses, medical labora-
tory technologists, medical imaging professionals, ultra-
sound examiners, medical equipment technicians, and
the like, without being limited thereto.
[0032] FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an ultra-
sound imaging apparatus according to an exemplary em-
bodiment. Referring to FIG. 1, the ultrasound imaging
apparatus includes a main body 100, an ultrasound probe
500, an input unit 150, and a display 160.
[0033] The main body 100 may be provided with at
least one female connector 145 at one side thereof. A
male connector 140 connected to a cable 130 may be
physically coupled to the female connector 145.
[0034] Meanwhile, a plurality of casters (not shown)
may be provided at the bottom of the main body 100 to
allow the ultrasound imaging apparatus to move. The
plurality of casters may fix the ultrasound imaging appa-
ratus at a predetermined place or allow the ultrasound
imaging apparatus to move in a predetermined direction.
Such ultrasound imaging apparatuses are referred to as

cart-type ultrasound imaging apparatuses.
[0035] Alternatively, the ultrasound imaging apparatus
may be a portable ultrasound imaging apparatus that
may be carried during a long distance traveling different
from that illustrated in FIG. 1. In this regard, the portable
ultrasound imaging apparatus may not be provided with
casters. Examples of the portable ultrasound imaging ap-
paratus may include a picture archiving and communi-
cation system (PACS) viewer, a smart phone, a laptop
computer, a personal digital assistant (PDA), and a tablet
PC, without being limited thereto.
[0036] The ultrasound probe 500 that contacts the sur-
face of the body of an object may transmit and receive
ultrasonic signals. Particularly, the ultrasound probe 500
may transmit ultrasound into the object in accordance
with a transmit signal received from the main body 100,
receive echo ultrasound reflected by a specific region
inside the object, and transmit the received echo ultra-
sound to the main body 100.
[0037] One end of the cable 130 may be connected to
the ultrasound probe 500, and the other end of the cable
130 may be connected to the male connector 140. The
male connector 140 connected to the other end of the
cable 130 may be physically coupled to the female con-
nector 145 of the main body 100.
[0038] Alternatively, differently from FIG. 1, the ultra-
sound probe 500 may be wirelessly connected to the
main body 100. In this case, the ultrasound probe 500
may transmit the echo ultrasound received from the ob-
ject to the main body 100 in a wireless manner. In addi-
tion, a plurality of ultrasound probes may be connected
to one main body.
[0039] Meanwhile, an image processor 350 that con-
verts echo ultrasound received by the ultrasound probe
500 into an ultrasound image may be installed in the main
body 100. The image processor 350 may be implement-
ed as a hardware processor such as a microprocessor
or a software processor executed on a hardware plat-
form.
[0040] The image processor may generate an ultra-
sound image through scan conversion of echo ultra-
sound. In this regard, the ultrasound image may include
not only a gray scale image acquired by scanning the
object in an amplitude mode (A mode), a brightness mode
(B mode), and a motion mode (M mode), but also a Dop-
pler image representing an image of a moving object by
using the Doppler Effect. The Doppler image may include
a blood stream Doppler image indicating a flow of blood
(color Doppler image), a tissue Doppler image showing
movement of tissues, and a spectrum Doppler image il-
lustrating a speed of a moving object as waveforms.
[0041] The image processor may extract B mode com-
ponents from the echo ultrasound received by the ultra-
sound probe 500 to generate a B mode image.
[0042] The image processor may extract Doppler com-
ponents from the echo ultrasound to generate a Doppler
image in which motion of the object is expressed as color
or waveforms based on the extracted Doppler compo-
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nents.
[0043] Furthermore, the image processor may gener-
ate a 3D ultrasound image by performing volume render-
ing of volume data acquired by the echo ultrasound or
may generate an elastic image in which the degree of
deformation of the object by pressure is imaged. In ad-
dition, the image processor may express additional in-
formation on the ultrasound image by using texts and
graphics.
[0044] Meanwhile, the generated ultrasound image
may be stored in an internal memory of the main body
or an external memory. Alternatively, the ultrasound im-
age may also be stored in a web storage or a cloud server.
[0045] The input unit 150 may receive an instruction
related to operation of the ultrasound imaging apparatus.
For example, the input unit 150 may receive an instruction
to select a mode such as the A mode, the B mode, the
M mode, or the Doppler image mode. The input unit 150
may also receive an instruction to initiate an ultrasound
diagnosis.
[0046] The instruction input through the input unit 150
may be transmitted to the main body 100 via a wireless
or wired communication network.
[0047] The input unit 150 may include at least one of
a keyboard, a foot switch, and a foot pedal. The keyboard
may be a hardware element located at an upper portion
of the main body 100. The keyboard may include at least
one of a switch, a key, a joystick, and a trackball. As
another example, the keyboard may be a software ele-
ment such as a graphic user interface. In this case, the
keyboard may be displayed on display 160 or a sub dis-
play 170. The foot switch or foot pedal may be provided
at a lower portion of the main body 100, and a user may
control operation of the ultrasound imaging apparatus
using the foot pedal.
[0048] The sub display 170 may be provided at the
main body 100. FIG. 1 illustrates that the sub display 170
is provided on the input unit 150. The sub display 170
may display an application related to operation of the
ultrasound imaging apparatus. For example, the sub dis-
play 170 may display menus, guidelines, or the like for
ultrasound diagnosis. Examples of the sub display 170
may include cathode ray tubes (CRTs) and liquid crystal
displays (LCDs).
[0049] The main display 160 may be provided at the
main body 100. FIG. 1 illustrates that the main display
160 is provided above the sub display 170. The main
display 160 may display an ultrasound image acquired
during the ultrasound diagnosis in accordance with an
input applied to the input unit. The main display 160 may
also be a CRT or a LCD similarly to the sub display 170.
Although FIG. 1 illustrates that the main display 160 is
coupled to the main body 100, the main display 160 may
also be separately formed from the main body 100.
[0050] FIG. 1 illustrates that the ultrasound imaging
apparatus includes both the main display 160 and the
sub display 170. However, the sub display 170 may not
be used. In this case, applications or menus displayed

on the sub display 170 may be displayed on the main
display 160.
[0051] Meanwhile, the ultrasound imaging apparatus
may further include a communication unit. The commu-
nication unit communicates with an external device or a
server in a state of being connected in a wired or wireless
network. The communication unit may transmit/receive
data to/from a server of a hospital or a medical apparatus
in the hospital connected via a picture archiving and com-
munication system (PACS). In addition, the communica-
tion unit may perform data communication via the Digital
Imagine and Communications in Medicine (DICOM).
[0052] The communication unit may perform transmis-
sion and reception of data related to diagnosis of the
object such as an ultrasound image, echo ultrasound,
and Doppler data via a network, and may also perform
transmission and reception of medical images acquired
by another medical apparatus such as a CT scanner, an
MRI apparatus, and an X-ray apparatus. Moreover, the
communication unit may receive information related to
medical history or treatment schedule of a patient from
the server to diagnose a disease of the object. Further-
more, the communication unit may perform data commu-
nication with a portable terminal of a doctor or a patient,
in addition to the server or medical apparatus of the hos-
pital.
[0053] The communication unit may transmit/receive
data to/from a server, a medical apparatus, or a portable
terminal in a wired or wireless network. The communica-
tion unit may include one or more elements enabling com-
munications with external devices, for example, a short
distance communication module, a wired communication
module, and a wireless communication module.
[0054] The short distance communication module is a
module for communicating with a device located within
a predetermined distance. A short distance communica-
tion technology according to an exemplary embodiment
may be wireless local area network (LAN), Wi-Fi, Blue-
tooth, Zigbee, Wi-Fi Direct (WFD), ultra wideband
(UWD), infrared data association (IrDA), Bluetooth low
energy (BLE), near field communication (NFC), or the
like, without being limited thereto.
[0055] The wired communication module is a module
for communicating by using an electric signal or an optical
signal, and a wired communication technology according
to an exemplary embodiment may be wired communica-
tion technology using a pair cable, a coaxial cable, an
optical fiber cable, and an Ethernet cable.
[0056] The mobile communication module may trans-
mit/receive a wireless signal to/from at least one of a
base, an external terminal, and a server in a mobile com-
munication network. Here, the wireless signal may be a
voice call signal, a video call signal, or various types of
data according to text/multimedia messages transmis-
sion.
[0057] FIG. 2 is a control block diagram illustrating the
ultrasound imaging apparatus.
[0058] The ultrasound probe 500 includes a plurality
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of transducer elements to perform interconversion be-
tween electrical signals and ultrasonic signals and may
transmit ultrasonic signals to an object and receive echo
signals reflected by the object. Since ultrasound reflec-
tivity varies according to medium, the ultrasound probe
500 may acquire information regarding the inside of the
object by collecting echo ultrasound.
[0059] The ultrasound probe 500 includes a transducer
module T that generates ultrasound, emits the ultrasound
toward a target region of the object, and receives echo
ultrasound.
[0060] The transducer module T generates ultrasound
in accordance with a pulse signal or alternating signal
applied thereto and emits the ultrasound toward the ob-
ject. The ultrasound emitted to the object is reflected by
the target region of the object. The transducer module T
receives reflected echo ultrasound and converts the re-
ceived echo ultrasound into electric signals thereby gen-
erating ultrasonic signals.
[0061] The transducer module T receives power from
an external power supply device or an internal charge
storage device, such as a battery. When power is sup-
plied, a piezoelectric vibrator or a thin film constituting
the transducer module T vibrates. The transducer mod-
ule T emits the ultrasound generated by vibration of the
piezoelectric vibrator or the thin film to the object. When
the echo ultrasound reflected by the object are received,
the piezoelectric vibrator or the thin film constituting the
transducer module T vibrates in accordance with the
echo ultrasound. The transducer module T generates al-
ternating current having a frequency corresponding to a
vibration frequency of the piezoelectric vibrator or the
thin film, thereby converting ultrasound into electric sig-
nals (hereinafter, referred to as ultrasonic signals).
[0062] Hereinafter, the transducer module T will be de-
scribed in more detail with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4.
FIGS. 3 and 4 are perspective views illustrating examples
of the transducer module of the ultrasound probe.
[0063] Referring to FIG. 3, the transducer module T
includes: a transducer array 400 transmitting and receiv-
ing ultrasound; a pad bridge 410 including wiring blocks
for electrical connection between integrated circuits 430
and a printed circuit board 420; the integrated circuits
430 to which the transducer array 400 is bonded; the
printed circuit board 420 and a flexible printed circuit
board 440 connecting the integrated circuits 430 with a
control board 450 to output a transmit signal output from
the control board 450 to the integrated circuits 430, and
the control board 450 outputting the transmit signal for
generating ultrasound to the integrated circuits 430.
[0064] The transducer array 400 includes a plurality of
transducer elements (not shown) that transmit and re-
ceive ultrasound. Various transducer elements such as
a magnetostrictive ultrasound transducer using a mag-
netostrictive effect of a magnetic material widely used in
ultrasound probes, a piezoelectric ultrasound transducer
using a piezoelectric effect of a piezoelectric material,
and a piezoelectric micromachined ultrasound transduc-

er (pMUT) may be used. Furthermore, a capacitive mi-
cromachined ultrasound transducer (cMUT), which
transmit and receive ultrasound by using vibration of hun-
dreds or thousands of micromachined thin films may also
be used.
[0065] The ultrasound probe 500 may be implemented
in various ways within the technical concept of acquiring
volume data of the object. For example, when the ultra-
sound probe 500 has one-dimensional arrangement of
elements, the ultrasound probe 500 may acquire volume
data in accordance with a Freehand method. Alternative-
ly, the ultrasound probe 500 may acquire volume data
by a mechanical method without having a user manipu-
lation. When the ultrasound probe 500 has a two-dimen-
sional arrangement of elements, the ultrasound probe
500 may acquire volume data by controlling the ele-
ments.
[0066] Particularly, when the ultrasound probe 500 re-
ceives AC power from an external power supply device
or an internal power storage device such as a battery,
the plurality of transducer elements vibrate to generate
ultrasonic signals. The ultrasonic signals are irradiated
to the object and echo signals reflected by the object are
received by the plurality of transducer elements. The plu-
rality of transducer elements vibrate in accordance with
the received echo signals, thereby generating current
having a frequency corresponding to vibration frequency.
[0067] Referring to FIG. 2, the main body 100 may in-
clude a transmit signal generator 210, a beamforming
unit 200, a volume data generator 310, a backlash com-
putation unit 320, a controller 330, a storage unit 340, an
image processor 350.
[0068] The transmit signal generator 210 may gener-
ate a transmit signal in accordance with a control instruc-
tion from the controller 330 and transmit the generated
transmit signal to the ultrasound probe 500. In this regard,
the transmit signal refers to a high-voltage electric signal
to vibrate the plurality of transducer elements of the ul-
trasound probe 500.
[0069] The beamforming unit 200, which may perform
interconversion between analog signals and digital sig-
nals, converts the transmit signals (digital signals) gen-
erated by the transmit signal generator 210 into analog
signals or converts echo signals (analog signals) re-
ceived from the ultrasound probe 500 into digital signals
allowing communication between the ultrasound probe
500 and the main body 100.
[0070] In addition, the beamforming unit 200 may apply
time delays to the digital signals in consideration of po-
sitions of vibrators and a focus point to overcome time
difference of arrival at the focus point among ultrasonic
signals or time difference of arrival at the transducer el-
ements from the focus point among echo signals.
[0071] That is, under an assumption that a process of
concentrating ultrasonic signals, which are simultane-
ously emitted by the plurality of transducer elements, into
a focus point is referred to as focusing, the beamforming
unit 200 may perform transmit focusing, by which the
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ultrasonic signals respectively generated by the trans-
ducer elements are sequentially emitted in a predeter-
mined order to remove time difference of arrival at the
focus point among the ultrasonic signals, and receive
focusing, by which the echo signals are simultaneously
aligned at respective transducer elements by using a pre-
determined time difference to remove time difference of
arrival at the transducer elements among the echo sig-
nals.
[0072] The beamforming unit 200 may be disposed in
the main body 100 as illustrated in FIG. 2 or may be
installed in the ultrasound probe 500 performing func-
tions thereof.
[0073] The volume data generator 310 may generate
a plurality of volume data before or while an external
stress is applied to the object in response to a plurality
of echo signals received in accordance with a plurality of
ultrasonic signals transmitted by the ultrasound probe
500. In this regard, the echo signals indicate signals that
are processed by various processes by a signal process-
ing unit 332.
[0074] For example, when an echo signal received in
accordance with an ultrasonic signal transmitted by the
ultrasound probe 500 toward the object before an exter-
nal stress is applied to the object is referred to as a first
echo signal, and an echo signal received in accordance
with an ultrasonic signal transmitted by the ultrasound
probe 500 toward the object while the external stress is
applied to the object is referred to as a second echo sig-
nal, the volume data generator 310 may generate first
volume data corresponding to the first echo signal and
second volume data corresponding to the second echo
signal.
[0075] In this regard, the external stress may be ap-
plied to the object using a method of applying stress in
a proceeding direction of ultrasound, such as a method
of applying static pressure by using a hand of an exam-
iner or the ultrasound probe 500, a method of applying
high-pressure ultrasound pulse, and a method of apply-
ing mechanical vibration, or a method of applying stress
in a direction perpendicular to the proceeding direction
of ultrasound, such as a shearwave method using a trans-
verse wave, without being limited thereto.
[0076] In addition, in order to three-dimensionally vis-
ualize the object, 2D cross-sectional images of the object
are acquired in accordance with the echo signals re-
ceived by the ultrasound probe 500, and the 2D cross-
sectional images are sequentially stacked in the corre-
sponding order thereof to generate a set of discrete 3D
alignments. The set of the 3D alignments is volume data.
[0077] The main body 100 may include a sensor signal
time difference detection unit 315, a backlash computa-
tion unit 320, and an image correction unit 325. These
constituent elements are interlocked with the controller
330 to realize the technical concept of the present dis-
closure, and detailed descriptions thereof will be given
later.
[0078] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a backlash for

describing causes of the backlash.
[0079] Referring to FIG. 5, the backlash refers to a gap
between a pair of gears required to smoothly rotate the
gears. For smooth rotation of a gear train in an engaged
state, an upper gear and a lower gear need to be engaged
with each other with a predetermined gap as illustrated
in FIG. 5. In this case, when the backlash is too small, a
gap between the gears is insufficient for smooth rotation
of the gears in the engaged state, and thus friction be-
tween the gears increases due to insufficient lubrication,
causing a breakdown or malfunctioning of the gears. On
the other hand, as the backlash is too large, teeth of the
gears cannot be sequentially engaged with each other
and the gears may deviate from the original operating
state thereof. Thus, although an appropriate backlash is
required for smooth rotation of the gears, an operation
error of the gears occurs when the backlash changes
from an initial state. Thus, this phenomenon needs to be
prevented. The backlash and blurring of an image will be
described in detail later with reference to (c) of FIG. 7.
[0080] FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating scanning of a
face by using a conventional linear ultrasound probe.
[0081] As illustrated in FIG. 6, when a conventional
linear ultrasound probe is used, a clockwise image is
different from a counter clockwise image. More particu-
larly, while one image (thin solid line 5 or 11) is acquired
for each eye marked by diagonal lines as the clockwise
image, two images (thick solid lines 4 and 5 or 10 and
11) are acquired for each eye as the counter clockwise
image. Thus, a mismatch occurring between the two im-
ages while compounding the images may cause blurring
of an ultrasound image.
[0082] FIG. 7 illustrates blurring of an ultrasound image
caused by a backlash and an ultrasound image in which
the blurring is removed by image correction using an ul-
trasound probe and a method of controlling the same
according to an exemplary embodiment.
[0083] (A) of FIG. 7 is a diagram for describing blurring
of an image caused by an ultrasound probe, and (c) of
FIG. 7 is a diagram for describing a backlash as a cause
of blurring of the image.
[0084] As illustrated in (a) of FIG. 7, when a transducer
array of an ultrasound probe laterally wobbles, an initial
ultrasound image is acquired by compounding a clock-
wise image CW received clockwise and a counter clock-
wise image CCW received counter clockwise. In this re-
gard, velocity of ultrasound transmitted clockwise or
counter clockwise is delayed, and the received two im-
ages cannot overlap each other appropriately, causing
blurring of the image. That is, in (a) of FIG. 7, a left circle
is an image received clockwise, and a right circle is an
image received counter clockwise. The two images can-
not overlap each other, thereby causing blurring of the
ultrasound image.
[0085] Such blurring of the image is caused by a back-
lash which will be described in more detail with reference
to FIG. 5. Backlash occurring in the ultrasound probe
refers to a delay of rotational motion of a motor, which is
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a driving device, when the rotational motion is transferred
to a transducer, and the backlash is a parameter moving
the motor prior to an effective zone signal. The backlash
is calculated as an error between a theoretical change
in an angle of an alignment axis of an ultrasound trans-
mitting and receiving device in accordance with a change
in an angle of the motor (driving shaft) and an actual
change in the angle of the alignment axis. The backlash
is used to evaluate the degree of maintaining an initial
error as the number of driving increases.
[0086] The backlash may be classified into backlash
caused by a processing tolerance and assembly toler-
ance of an apparatus and backlash caused by abrasion,
or the like, as the number of driving increase. The former
is referred to as constant backlash, and the latter is re-
ferred to as delta backlash. The constant backlash is con-
stantly maintained as compared with backlash measured
during the early stage even when the number of driving
increases. The backlash used in the ultrasound probe
and the method of controlling the same according to an
exemplary embodiment is delta backlash.
[0087] Graph O of (c) of FIG. 7 is a velocity-time graph
of the transducer module with respect to rotation, and
graph P of (c) of FIG. 7 is a velocity-time graph of the
motor of the driving device with respect to rotation.
[0088] A driving device 520 of the ultrasound probe
500, which will be described later with reference to FIG.
8B, may include a driving motor 521 to generate a rota-
tional force therein and a driving shaft 522 to receive a
power from the driving motor 521 to rotate a transducer
510.
[0089] As the driving motor 521 rotates, the transducer
510 rotates in the same direction. In this case, when the
transducer 510 does not rotate in accordance with the
rotation of the driving motor 521, a delay occurs. Upon
comparison between graph O and graph P, when rota-
tion of the driving motor 521 is changed from clockwise
CW to counter clockwise CCW, the transducer 510 can-
not rotate in accordance therewith causing a delay as
illustrated in graph P, Accordingly, backlash occurs by
a delayed gap. As illustrated in a portion marked by
dashed lines, alignment axes (central axes) of the driving
motor 521 and the transducer 510 are not the same as
initial axes thereof, and thus the clockwise image and
the counter clockwise image do not match with each oth-
er, thereby causing blurring of the image.
[0090] As illustrated in (b) of FIG. 7, the blurring of the
image is corrected via image correction according to an
exemplary embodiment by shifting the mismatched
clockwise image CW and the counter clockwise image
CCW by the delay caused by the backlash with respect
to the central axis. That is, the blurring is removed by
matching the clockwise image CW and the counter clock-
wise image CCW. The ultrasound probe and correction
of the blurring of the image according to the method of
controlling the ultrasound probe according to an exem-
plary embodiment will be described in more detail.
[0091] FIG. 8A is a diagram schematically illustrating

operation of a 3D ultrasound probe.
[0092] Among ultrasound probes, a 3D ultrasound
probe will be exemplarily described according to an ex-
emplary embodiment.
[0093] As illustrated in FIG. 8A, in a 3D ultrasound
probe, a transducer (module) rotates by rotation of a driv-
ing motor. A rotational force of the driving motor may be
transferred to the transducer via a separate rotation shaft
or rotation gear disposed between a rotation shaft of the
driving motor and a rotation shaft of the transducer as
illustrated in (a) of FIG. 8A. Alternatively, the rotational
force of the driving motor may be transferred to the trans-
ducer by directly engaging a gear of the driving motor
with a rotation shaft of the transducer as illustrated in (b)
of FIG. 8A. When the transducer does not rotate in ac-
cordance with the rotation of the driving motor, a delay
is caused due to backlash. Thus, blurring of the image
may be caused by the backlash between rotation of the
driving motor and rotation of the transducer. The 3D ul-
trasound probe will be described in more detail with ref-
erence to FIG. 8B.
[0094] FIG. 8B is a perspective view illustrating an in-
ner structure of the ultrasound probe 500.
[0095] The ultrasound probe 500 includes a transducer
510 rotatably installed, a driving device 520 generating
power to rotate the transducer 510, a handle case 530
accommodating the driving device 520 therein and
gripped by a user for use of the ultrasound probe 500,
and a cap 540 accommodating the transducer 510 there-
in.
[0096] The transducer 510 includes ultrasound vibra-
tors that transmit and receive ultrasound and is rotatably
installed inside the cap 540 as described above to acquire
a 3D image of an object to be diagnosed. The transducer
510 includes a shaft 511 constituting the rotation center
thereof, and both ends of the shaft 511 may be rotatably
installed and may be rotate about the shaft 511.
[0097] The driving device 520 is fixed to an inner por-
tion of the handle case 530.
[0098] The driving device 520 may include the driving
motor 521 to generate an inner rotational force, and the
driving shaft 522 to receive power from the driving motor
521 and rotate the transducer 510.
[0099] The cap 540 may have a cross-section with an
arc-shaped portion corresponding to a rotating portion of
the transducer 510 such that a distance between an inner
surface of the cap 540 and an outer surface of the trans-
ducer 510 is constantly maintained even when the trans-
ducer 510 installed therein rotates.
[0100] An inner space of the cap 540 may be filled with
an oil serving as a medium for transmitting ultrasound
generated by the transducer 510. Functions and charac-
teristics of the cap 540 will be described later.
[0101] Hereinafter, an aqueous solution substituting
for the oil filled in the inner space of the cap 540 will be
described with reference to FIG. 9.
[0102] FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating that light travels
from one medium to another.
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[0103] A refers to medium A, B refers to medium B,
and X refers to a contact surface between the medium
A and B. In addition, a refers to an incident ultrasound,
b refers to a reflected ultrasound, and c refers to a re-
fracted ultrasound. A dashed line is perpendicular to X.
[0104] Ultrasound diagnosis is a process of examining
a contour or shape of an object by measuring intensity
of ultrasound reflected by the object. Ultrasound is re-
flected by a boundary between medium, i.e., a boundary
where an acoustic impedance is changed. Thus, since
intensity of ultrasound is changed according to acoustic
impedance, which is an intrinsic value of a material, a
change of the medium in the object may be identified by
the ultrasound diagnosis by using these properties.
[0105] Referring to FIG. 9, an ultrasound is reflected
by the contact surface X between the medium A and the
medium B. In order to examine inner tissues, an amount
of the reflected ultrasound needs to be minimized. Thus,
a difference of acoustic impedance between the medium
A and B needs to be minimized.
[0106] To this end, impedance matching is required.
That is, reflection of ultrasound may be reduced by de-
creasing the difference of acoustic impedance with skin
tissues. In this case, an oil for ultrasound diagnosis hav-
ing an acoustic impedance similar to that of the human
body, i.e., 1.63 MRayl, is used. When the oil having the
acoustic impedance similar to the human body is applied
between the ultrasound probe and the skin filling an air
layer therebetween, reflection of ultrasound by the air
layer may be reduced. Since the amount of ultrasound
reaching the target region in the object increases, more
accurate information may be acquired.
[0107] The oil needs to have high transmissivity in ad-
dition to the acoustic impedance condition. Also, the oil
needs to have very low absorptivity, high viscosity suffi-
cient for continuously staying on the skin during the treat-
ment, and high lubricating quality such that the ultra-
sound probe smoothly moves in a contact with the skin,
without causing skin irritation.
[0108] As illustrated in FIG. 8B, the ultrasound probe
500 according to an exemplary embodiment is provided
with a first sensor 550 configured to detect a position of
the transducer 510 changed by rotation, and a second
sensor 551 configured to detect rotation of the driving
device 520. Appearances of the first sensor 550 and the
second sensor 551 are illustrated in FIG. 10.
[0109] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the first sensor
550, and the second sensor 551 has the same appear-
ance as the first sensor 550.
[0110] As illustrated in FIG. 10, each of the first sensor
550 and the second sensor 551 includes a position rec-
ognition unit 552 configured to detect a position of the
transducer 510 changed by rotation and rotation of the
driving device 520. The first sensor 550 or second sensor
551 may be connected to the controller 330 of the ultra-
sound imaging apparatus by circuit wiring.
[0111] More particularly, the first sensor 550 may be
mounted on a position adjacent to the transducer 510

disposed in the transducer module including the trans-
ducer 510 of the ultrasound probe or may directly be
mounted on the transducer 510. Since the first sensor
550 detects the position of the transducer 510 changed
by rotation, the mounting position thereof is not limited.
[0112] The second sensor 551 may be mounted on the
driving device 520 disposed in the ultrasound probe.
More particularly, the driving device 520 includes a driv-
ing motor 521 generating a rotational force to rotate the
transducer 510 and a driving shaft 522 transferring the
rotational force of the driving motor 521 to the transducer
510. As the driving motor 521 operates, the driving shaft
522 rotates, and the transducer 510 rotates to operate
the ultrasound probe 500 such that a rotation direction
of the driving motor 521 is identical to a rotation direction
of the transducer 510. The second sensor 551 senses
the rotation of the driving device 520, i.e., the driving mo-
tor 521, detects a signal, and compares the detected sig-
nal with a signal detected by the first sensor 550. Thus,
the second sensor 551 may be mounted on the driving
shaft 522 or may be implemented as a device sensing
the rotation of the driving motor 521 and outputting a
signal in the driving motor 521. Since the second sensor
551 detects rotation of the driving motor 521 included in
the driving device 520, the position thereof is not limited.
Operations of the first sensor 550 and the second sensor
551, a process of calculating backlash based on signals
output as a result of the position detection, and a process
of correcting an ultrasound image based on the backlash
will be described in detail later with reference to FIGS.
11 and 12.
[0113] FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a method of
controlling an ultrasound probe according to an exem-
plary embodiment.
[0114] Referring to FIG. 11, the method of controlling
an ultrasound probe according to an exemplary embod-
iment includes detecting a position of a transducer
changed by rotation at a first sensor and detecting a ro-
tation of a driving device at a second sensor (S100), out-
putting a signal based on the detected position (S110),
detecting a time difference between signals from the first
sensor and the second sensor (S120), calculating a back-
lash (S130), and removing blurring of an image by cor-
recting the image (S140).
[0115] More particularly, the first sensor 550 mounted
on a position adjacent to the transducer 510 detects a
position of the transducer 510 changed by rotation when
the transducer 510 rotates clockwise and counter clock-
wise and outputs the detected position as a signal. As
illustrated in FIG. 10, the position recognition unit 552 of
the first sensor 550 detects the position of the transducer
510 in real time and outputs the signal. The signal is
output in the form as illustrated in FIG. 12.
[0116] The driving motor 521 of the driving device 520
of the ultrasound probe 500 is set to rotate at a constant
velocity v when a driving command is received from the
controller 330. The rotation velocity of the driving motor
521 may vary according to a setting value input to a motor
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board (not shown) disposed in the driving motor 521, and
the signal is output in accordance with velocity v, distance
s, and time t of the driving motor 521. That is, as the
driving motor 521, the velocity of which is set, rotates, a
power is transferred via the driving shaft 522 to rotate
the transducer 510. A time period t during which the trans-
ducer 510 rotates at a predetermined velocity v by a pre-
determined distance s is detected, and the detected time
period t is illustrated as a waveform with respect to the
signal as illustrated in FIG. 12.
[0117] The second sensor 551 is mounted on the driv-
ing shaft 522 of the driving device 520. Since a rotational
power generated as the driving motor 521 of the driving
device 520 rotates is transferred to the transducer 510
via the driving shaft 522, the second sensor 551 may be
mounted on the driving shaft 522 of the driving device
520 to detect a delay caused by rotation of the driving
motor 521 and the transducer 510 and to detect a back-
lash. Since the driving motor 521 may directly detect ro-
tation of the driving motor 521, the position of the second
sensor 551 or sensing of the rotation of the driving motor
521 is not limited. The process of sensing rotation of the
driving device 520 and outputting the detection as a sig-
nal performed at the second sensor 551 is the same as
that performed at the first sensor 550, and thus detailed
descriptions thereof will not be given.
[0118] As described above, the first sensor 550 detects
a position of the transducer 510 changed by rotation
(S100), the second sensor 551 detects rotation of the
driving device 520 (S100), and a signal with regard to
the time period t as described above is output (S110).
[0119] FIG. 12 is a graph illustrating signals from a first
sensor and signals from a second sensor with respect to
time according to a method of controlling an ultrasound
probe according to an exemplary embodiment.
[0120] When the first sensor 550 and the second sen-
sor 551 output signals as illustrated in FIG. 12, circuit
wiring from the first sensor 550 and the second sensor
551 to the controller 330 may vary. Since a conventional
ultrasound probe does not include a plurality of sensors
to detect a position of the ultrasound probe, 3 circuit wir-
ings are used. However, since the ultrasound probe 500
according to an exemplary embodiment includes a plu-
rality of sensors mounted on the transducer 510 and the
driving motor 521 to detect signals, 4 circuit wirings in-
cluding circuit wirings connected from each of the first
sensor 550 and the second sensor 551 may be used. In
this case, a time difference between a signal from the
first sensor 550 and a signal from the second sensor 551
may be directly calculated.
[0121] In addition, in the circuit wiring, a signal acquired
by directly calculating a difference between the signal
from the first sensor 550 and the signal from the second
sensor 551 by using a logic circuit such as an AND gate
may be output. In this case, 3 circuit wirings may be used
in the same manner as the conventional method. That
is, various circuit wirings may be used.
[0122] Referring to FIG. 12, graph (a) shows a signal

output from the second sensor 551 and acquired by de-
tecting the rotation of the driving motor 521, graph (b)
shows a signal output from the first sensor 550 and ac-
quired by detecting the position of the transducer 510
changed by rotation. The signals illustrated in FIG. 12
may be referred to as Null signals, without being limited
thereto.
[0123] Referring to FIG. 12, the transducer 510 and
the driving motor 521 repeat clockwise CW rotation about
the central axis and counter clockwise CCW rotation. In
graph (b), a time when the signal is 0 [V] is a time when
the rotation of the transducer 510 temporarily stops, and
a position where graph (a) and graph (b) overlap each
other at 0 [V] corresponds to the central axis of the trans-
ducer 510. That is, referring to graph (b), a switchover
time from the clockwise CW rotation to the counter clock-
wise CCW rotation after the transducer 510 initiates the
clockwise CW rotation about the central axis corresponds
to the central line of the graph. Thus, after the switchover
time, the transducer 510 is located at the central axis
after the counter clockwise CCW rotation. Here, the sig-
nal output from the transducer 510 overlaps the signal
from the driving motor 521 at 0 [V].
[0124] As illustrated in FIG. 12, an Initial (CW) value
indicates a difference between a position of the driving
motor 521 and a position of the transducer 510 by the
clockwise rotation during the early stage as time, and an
Initial (CCW) value indicates a difference between a po-
sition of the driving motor 521 and a position of the trans-
ducer 510 by the counter clockwise rotation during the
early stage as time. The Initial (CW) value and the Initial
(CCW) value are defaults of the ultrasound probe 500.
[0125] Graph (c) of FIG. 12 illustrates signals output
to calculate a backlash caused as the ultrasound probe
500 is used. Δt(CW) is a time difference variation between
signals from the first sensor 550 and the second sensor
551, as a value indicating a delay of rotation of the trans-
ducer 510 in comparison with the Initial (CW) value. That
is, in case of the CW rotation, since the rotation of the
transducer 510 cannot catch up the rotation of the driving
motor 521, a delay occurs from the Initial(CW) value by
Δt(CW). In case of the CWW rotation, a delay further
occurs in the CCW direction, Δt(CCW) is greater than
Δt(CW). The flowchart of FIG. 11 will be described with
reference to FIGS. 2 and 12. When the first sensor 550
and the second sensor 551 detect positions of the trans-
ducer 510 and the driving device 520 changed by rotation
and output signals (S110), the sensor signal time differ-
ence detection unit 315 detects a time difference be-
tween the signal from the first sensor 550 and the signal
from the second sensor 551 (S120). As illustrated in FIG.
12, under controlling by the controller 330, an interval
between the signal from the first sensor 550 and the sig-
nal from the second sensor 551 is detected, and a de-
layed time of the rotation of the transducer 510 with re-
spect to the rotation of the driving motor 521 is deter-
mined.
[0126] The backlash computation unit 320 calculates
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a backlash between the transducer 510 and the driving
motor 521 in an interlocked manner with the controller
330 (S130). The backlash is calculated by calculating
variations Δt(CW) and Δt(CCW) by using a time differ-
ence between signals detected by the sensor signal time
difference detection unit 315 and initial time differences
Initial(CW) and Initial(CCW).
[0127] The image correction unit 325 corrects the ul-
trasound image by using the calculated backlash to re-
move the blurring of the ultrasound image (S140). Par-
ticularly, since the calculated backlash is represented by
a unit of time t, a delayed distance of the transducer 510
by the backlash, i.e., an increased angle, may be deter-
mined by using the backlash and velocity v of the driving
motor 521. The controller 330 controls the image correc-
tion unit 325 to correct the ultrasound image at a time
when the ultrasound image is rendered by the delayed
value.
[0128] A method of rendering an image by using a
clockwise ultrasound image and a counter clockwise ul-
trasound image will be briefly described. For example,
one 3D image is generated by aligning 50 pieces of clock-
wise cross-sectional images, and one 3D image is gen-
erated by aligning 50 pieces of counter clockwise cross-
sectional images. Then, the two 3D images are com-
pounded into one image.
[0129] In this case, the image correction unit 325 may
output an image from which blurring is removed, by shift-
ing a clockwise image and the counter clockwise image
delayed by the backlash by the delay (b) of FIG. 7. That
is, the image is corrected by offsetting the amount of blur-
ring caused by the backlash. The correction of the image
may be performed at any time by using the backlash cal-
culated in real time or at regular periods or time intervals.
By correcting the clockwise and counter clockwise imag-
es by the backlash, an ultrasound image from which blur-
ring is removed may be output.
[0130] FIGS. 13A and 13B are examples of changing
circuit wirings from the first sensor 550 and the second
sensor 551 to the controller 330 to output signals from
the first sensor 550 and the second sensor 551.
[0131] As illustrated in FIG. 13A, the ultrasound probe
500 according to an exemplary embodiment detects sig-
nals by mounting the first sensor 550 and the second
sensor 551 on the driving motor 521 and the transducer
510 and may use 4 circuit wirings including wirings from
each other first sensor 550 and the second sensor 551.
In this case, the backlash may be calculated by calculat-
ing the difference between the signals output from the
first sensor 550 and the second sensor 551.
[0132] In addition, as illustrated in FIG. 13B, the ultra-
sound probe 500 may output a backlash calculated by
directly calculating a difference between the signal output
from the first sensor 550 and the signal output from the
second sensor 551 by passing the circuit wirings from
the first sensor 550 and the second sensor 551 through
a separate logic circuit. FIG. 13B illustrates a logic circuit
O, and a lower graph illustrates a method of directly ex-

pressing the backlash by using the logic circuit O.
[0133] The ultrasound probe capable of correcting
blurring of an ultrasound image by calculating a backlash
and a method of controlling the same are described
above.
[0134] Although a few embodiments of the present dis-
closure have been shown and described, it would be ap-
preciated by those skilled in the art that changes may be
made in these embodiments without departing from the
principles of the disclosure, the scope of which is defined
in the claims.

Claims

1. An ultrasound probe (500) comprising a transducer
(510) configured to generate ultrasound and a driv-
ing device (520) configured to rotate the transducer
(510), the ultrasound probe (500) comprising:

a first sensor (550) installed in the ultrasound
probe (500) and configured to detect a position
of the transducer (510) changed by rotation;
a second sensor (551) installed in the ultrasound
probe (500) and configured to detect rotation
which is generated by the driving device (520);
and
a controller (330) configured to determine back-
lash and correct an ultrasound image by using
the determined backlash, characterised in that
the controller (330) is configured to calculate a
time difference between a signal of the first sen-
sor (550) and a signal of the second sensor (551)
indicating a delayed time of the rotation of the
transducer (510) with respect to the rotation gen-
erated by the driving device (520) and to deter-
mine a backlash value between the signal of the
first sensor (550) and the signal of the second
sensor (551) based on the calculated time dif-
ference.

2. The ultrasound probe (500) according to claim 1,
wherein the driving device (520) comprises:

a driving motor (521) configured to generate a
rotational force to rotate the transducer (510);
and
a driving shaft (522) configured to transfer the
rotational force of the driving motor (521) to the
transducer (510).

3. The ultrasound probe (500) according to claim 1,
wherein the controller (330) is configured to calculate
the time difference between the signal of the first
sensor (550) and the signal of the second sensor
(551) when the transducer (510) rotates clockwise
or counter clockwise.
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4. The ultrasound probe (500) according to claim 3,
wherein the controller (330) is configured to calculate
a time difference variation between the signal of the
first sensor (550) and the signal of the second sensor
(551) and determine the backlash value by using the
calculated time difference variation.

5. The ultrasound probe (500) according to claim 4,
wherein the controller (330) is configured to deter-
mine the backlash value by using a variation based
on the calculated time difference variation and an
initial time difference between the signal of the first
sensor (550) and the signal of the second sensor
(551).

6. The ultrasound probe (500) according to claim 1,
wherein the controller (330) is configured to correct
a rendered clockwise image and a rendered counter
clockwise image by using the determined backlash
value when a rendered ultrasound image is gener-
ated.

7. The ultrasound probe (500) according to claim 6,
wherein the controller (330) is configured to shift the
clockwise image and the counter clockwise image
by a determined backlash value of the clockwise di-
rection and the counter clockwise direction with re-
spect to a central axis of the transducer (510).

8. A method of controlling an ultrasound probe (500)
comprising a transducer (510) configured to gener-
ate ultrasound and a driving device (520) configured
to rotate the transducer (510), the method compris-
ing:

calculating a time difference between a signal
of a first sensor (550) installed in the ultrasound
probe (500) configured to detect a position of
the transducer (510) changed by rotation and a
signal of a second sensor (551) installed in the
ultrasound probe (500) configured to detect ro-
tation which is generated by the driving device
(520), said time difference indicating a delayed
time of the rotation of the transducer (510) with
respect to the rotation generated by the driving
device (520); determining a backlash value be-
tween the signal of the first sensor (550) and the
signal of the second sensor (551) based on the
calculated time difference; and
correcting an ultrasound image by using the de-
termined backlash value.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the deter-
mining of the backlash value between the signal of
the first sensor (550) and the signal of the second
sensor (551) is performed by calculating the time
difference between the signal of the first sensor (550)
and the signal of the second sensor (551) when the

transducer (510) rotates clockwise or counter clock-
wise.

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the deter-
mining of the backlash value between the signal of
the first sensor (550) and the signal of the second
sensor (551) is performed by calculating a time dif-
ference variation between the signal of the first sen-
sor (550) and the signal of the second sensor (551),
and determining the backlash value by using the cal-
culated time difference variation.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the de-
termining of the backlash value is performed by using
a variation based on the calculated time variation
and an initial time difference between the signal of
the first sensor (550) and the signal of the second
sensor (551).

12. The method according to claim 8, wherein the cor-
recting of the ultrasound image is performed by cor-
recting a rendered clockwise image and a rendered
counter clockwise image by using the determined
backlash value when a rendered ultrasound image
is generated.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the cor-
recting of the ultrasound image is performed by shift-
ing the clockwise image and the counter clockwise
image by a determined backlash value of the clock-
wise direction and the counter clockwise direction
with respect to a central axis of the transducer (510).

Patentansprüche

1. Ultraschallsonde (500), die einen Transducer (510),
der dafür vorgesehen ist, Ultraschall zu erzeugen,
und eine Antriebseinrichtung (520), die dafür vorge-
sehen ist, den Transducer (510) zu rotieren, auf-
weist, wobei die Ultraschallsonde (500) Folgendes
aufweist:

einen ersten Sensor (550), der in der Ultraschall-
sonde (500) installiert und dafür vorgesehen ist,
eine durch Rotation geänderte Position des
Transducers (510) zu detektieren;
einen zweiten Sensor (551), der in der Ultra-
schallsonde (500) installiert und dafür vorgese-
hen ist, eine Rotation zu detektieren, die durch
die Antriebseinrichtung (520) erzeugt wird; und
ein Steuergerät (330), das dafür vorgesehen ist,
einen Nachlauf zu ermitteln und ein Ultraschall-
bild durch Verwenden des ermittelten Nachlaufs
zu korrigieren,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
das Steuergerät (330) dafür vorgesehen ist, ei-
nen Zeitunterschied zwischen einem Signal des
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ersten Sensors (550) und einem Signal des
zweiten Sensors (551) zu berechnen, das eine
verzögerte Zeit der Rotation des Transducers
(510) in Bezug auf die von der Antriebseinrich-
tung (520) erzeugte Rotation anzeigt, und einen
Nachlaufwert zwischen dem Signal des ersten
Sensors (550) und dem Signal des zweiten Sen-
sors (551) basierend auf dem berechneten Zeit-
unterschied zu ermitteln.

2. Ultraschallsonde (500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Antriebseinrichtung (520) Folgendes aufweist:

einen Antriebsmotor (521), der dafür vorgese-
hen ist, eine Rotationskraft zu erzeugen, um den
Transducer (510) zu rotieren; und
eine Antriebswelle (522), die dafür vorgesehen
ist, die Rotationskraft des Antriebsmotors (521)
auf den Transducer (510) zu übertragen.

3. Ultraschallsonde (500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Steuergerät (330) dafür vorgesehen ist, den Zeitun-
terschied zwischen dem Signal des ersten Sensors
(550) und dem Signal des zweiten Sensors (551) zu
berechnen, wenn der Transducer (510) im Uhrzei-
gersinn oder im Gegenuhrzeigersinn rotiert.

4. Ultraschallsonde (500) nach Anspruch 3, wobei das
Steuergerät (330) dafür vorgesehen ist, eine Zeitun-
terschiedsvariation zwischen dem Signal des ersten
Sensors (550) und dem Signal des zweiten Sensors
(551) zu berechnen und den Nachlaufwert durch
Verwenden der berechneten Zeitunterschiedsvaria-
tion zu ermitteln.

5. Ultraschallsonde (500) nach Anspruch 4, wobei das
Steuergerät (330) dafür vorgesehen ist, den Nach-
laufwert durch Verwenden einer Variation basierend
auf der berechneten Zeitunterschiedsvariation und
einem anfänglichen Zeitunterschied zwischen dem
Signal des ersten Sensors (550) und dem Signal des
zweiten Sensors (551) zu ermitteln.

6. Ultraschallsonde (500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Steuergerät (330) dafür vorgesehen ist, ein geren-
dertes Uhrzeigersinnbild und ein gerendertes Ge-
genuhrzeigersinnbild unter Verwendung des ermit-
telten Nachlaufwerts zu korrigieren, wenn ein geren-
dertes Ultraschallbild erzeugt wird.

7. Ultraschallsonde (500) nach Anspruch 6, wobei das
Steuergerät (330) dafür vorgesehen ist, das Uhrzei-
gersinnbild und das Gegenuhrzeigersinnbild um ei-
nen ermittelten Nachlaufwert der Richtung im Uhr-
zeigersinn und der Richtung im Gegenuhrzeigersinn
in Bezug auf eine Mittelachse des Transducers (510)
zu verschieben.

8. Verfahren zum Steuern einer Ultraschallsonde
(500), die einen Transducer (510), der dafür vorge-
sehen ist, Ultraschall zu erzeugen, und eine An-
triebseinrichtung (520), die dafür vorgesehen ist,
den Transducer (510) zu rotieren, aufweist, wobei
das Verfahren Folgendes aufweist:

Berechnen eines Zeitunterschieds zwischen ei-
nem Signal eines ersten Sensors (550), der in
der Ultraschallsonde (500) installiert und dafür
vorgesehen ist, eine Position des Transducers
(510) zu detektieren, die durch die Rotation ge-
ändert wurde, und einem Signal eines zweiten
Sensors (551), der in der Ultraschallsonde (500)
installiert und dafür vorgesehen ist, die Rotation
zu detektieren, die durch die Antriebseinrich-
tung (520) erzeugt wurde, wobei der Zeitunter-
schied eine verzögerte Zeit der Rotation des
Transducers (510) in Bezug auf die Rotation,
die durch die Antriebseinrichtung (520) erzeugt
wurde, anzeigt;
Ermitteln eines Nachlaufwerts zwischen dem Si-
gnal des ersten Sensors (550) und dem Signal
des zweiten Sensors (551) basierend auf dem
berechneten Zeitunterschied; und
Korrigieren eines Ultraschallbilds unter Verwen-
dung des ermittelten Nachlaufwerts.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Ermitteln des
Nachlaufwerts zwischen dem Signal des ersten Sen-
sors (550) und dem Signal des zweiten Sensors
(551) durch Berechnen des Zeitunterschieds zwi-
schen dem Signal des ersten Sensors (550) und dem
Signal des zweiten Sensors (551) durchgeführt wird,
wenn der Transducer (510) im Uhrzeigersinn oder
im Gegenuhrzeigersinn rotiert.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei das Ermitteln des
Nachlaufwerts zwischen dem Signal des ersten Sen-
sors (550) und dem Signal des zweiten Sensors
(551) durch Berechnen einer Zeitunterschiedsvari-
ation zwischen dem Signal des ersten Sensors (550)
und dem Signal des zweiten Sensors (551) und Er-
mitteln des Nachlaufwerts durch Verwenden der be-
rechneten Zeitunterschiedsvariation durchgeführt
wird.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, wobei das Ermitteln
des Nachlaufwerts unter Verwendung einer Variati-
on basierend auf der berechneten Zeitvariation und
einem anfänglichen Zeitunterschied zwischen dem
Signal des ersten Sensors (550) und dem Signal des
zweiten Sensors (551) durchgeführt wird.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Korrigieren
des Ultraschallbilds durch Korrigieren eines geren-
derten Uhrzeigersinnbilds und eines gerenderten
Gegenuhrzeigersinnbilds unter Verwendung des er-

23 24 



EP 3 020 336 B1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

mittelten Nachlaufwerts durchgeführt wird, wenn ein
gerendertes Ultraschallbild erzeugt wird.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, wobei das Korrigieren
des Ultraschallbilds durch Verschieben des Uhrzei-
gersinnbilds und des Gegenuhrzeigersinnbilds um
einen ermittelten Nachlaufwert der Richtung im Uhr-
zeigersinn und der Richtung im Gegenuhrzeigersinn
in Bezug auf eine Mittelachse des Transducers (510)
durchgeführt wird.

Revendications

1. Sonde ultrasonique (500) comportant un transduc-
teur (510) configuré pour générer des ultrasons et
un dispositif d’entraînement (520) configuré pour
tourner le transducteur (510), la sonde ultrasonique
(500) comprenant :

un premier capteur (550) installé dans la sonde
ultrasonique (500) et configuré pour détecter
une position du transducteur (510) changée par
rotation ;
un second capteur (551) installé dans la sonde
ultrasonique (500) et configuré pour détecter la
rotation qui est générée par le dispositif d’en-
traînement (520); et
un contrôleur (330) configuré pour déterminer
une réaction violente et pour corriger une image
ultrasonique en utilisant la réaction violente dé-
terminée, caractérisée en ce que le contrôleur
(330) est configuré pour calculer une différence
de temps entre un signal du premier capteur
(550) et un signal du second capteur (551), in-
diquant une durée décalée de la rotation du
transducteur (510) par rapport à la rotation gé-
nérée par le dispositif d’entraînement (520), et
pour déterminer une valeur de réaction violente
entre le signal du premier capteur (550) et le
signal du second capteur (551) sur la base de
la différence de durée calculée.

2. Sonde ultrasonique (500) selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle le dispositif d’entraînement (520)
comprend :

un moteur d’entraînement (521) configuré pour
générer une force de rotation pour tourner le
transducteur (510) ; et
un arbre d’entraînement (522) configuré pour
transférer la force de rotation du moteur d’en-
traînement (521) vers le transducteur (510).

3. Sonde ultrasonique (500) selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle le contrôleur (330) est configuré pour
calculer la différence de temps entre le signal du
premier capteur (550) et le signal du second capteur

(551) lorsque le transducteur (510) tourne dans le
sens des aiguilles d’une montre ou dans le sens in-
verse des aiguilles d’une montre.

4. Sonde ultrasonique (500) selon la revendication 3,
dans laquelle le contrôleur (330) est configuré pour
calculer une variation de différence de temps entre
le signal du premier capteur (550) et le signal du
second capteur (551) et pour déterminer la valeur
de réaction violente en utilisant le calcul de la diffé-
rence de variation du temps.

5. Sonde ultrasonique (500) selon la revendication 4,
dans laquelle le contrôleur (330) est configuré pour
déterminer la valeur de la réaction violente en utili-
sant une variation basée sur la variation de différen-
ce de temps calculé et une différence de temps ini-
tiale entre le signal du premier capteur (550) et le
signal du second capteur (551).

6. Sonde ultrasonique (500) selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle le contrôleur (330) est configuré pour
corriger une image rendue dans le sens des aiguilles
d’une montre et une image rendue dans le sens in-
verse des aiguilles d’une montre en utilisant la valeur
déterminée de la réaction violente lorsqu’une image
ultrasonique rendue est générée.

7. Sonde ultrasonique (500) selon la revendication 6,
dans laquelle le contrôleur (330) est configuré pour
décaler l’image dans le sens des aiguilles d’une
montre et l’image dans le sens inverse des aiguilles
d’une montre d’une valeur déterminée de la réaction
violente dans la direction du sens des aiguilles d’une
montre et dans la direction du sens inverse des
aiguilles d’une montre par rapport à un axe central
du transducteur (510).

8. Procédé de commande d’une sonde ultrasonique
(500) comportant un transducteur (510) configuré
pour générer des ultrasons et un dispositif d’entraî-
nement (520) configuré pour tourner le transducteur
(510), le procédé comprenant :

le calcul d’une différence de temps entre un si-
gnal d’un premier capteur (550) installé dans la
sonde ultrasonique (500), configurée pour dé-
tecter une position du transducteur (510) chan-
gée par la rotation et un signal d’un second cap-
teur (551), installé dans la sonde ultrasonique
(500), configurée pour détecter la rotation qui
est générée par le dispositif d’entraînement
(520), ladite différence de temps indiquant une
durée décalée de la rotation du transducteur
(510) par rapport à la rotation générée par le
dispositif d’entraînement (520) ;
la détermination d’une valeur de réaction violen-
te entre le signal du premier capteur (550) et le
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signal du second capteur (551) sur la base de
la différence de temps calculée ; et
la correction d’une image ultrasonique en utili-
sant la valeur déterminée de la réaction violente.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel la dé-
termination de la valeur de la réaction violente entre
le signal du premier capteur (550) et le signal de
second capteur (551) est déterminée par le calcul
de la différence entre le signal du premier capteur
(550) et le signal du second capteur (551) lorsque
le transducteur (510) tourne dans le sens des
aiguilles d’une montre ou dans le sens inverse des
aiguilles d’une montre.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, dans lequel la dé-
termination de la valeur de la réaction violente entre
le signal du premier capteur (550) et le signal du
second capteur (551) est réalisée en calculant une
variation de différence de temps entre le signal du
premier capteur (550) et le signal du second capteur
(551), et en déterminant la valeur de la réaction vio-
lente en utilisant la variation de différence de temps
calculée.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel la
détermination de la valeur de la réaction violente est
réalisée en utilisant une variation basée sur la varia-
tion de temps calculée et une différence initiale entre
le signal du premier capteur (550) et le signal du
second capteur (551).

12. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel la cor-
rection de l’image ultrasonique est réalisée en cor-
rigeant une image obtenue dans le sens des aiguilles
d’une montre et une image obtenue dans le sens
inverse des aiguilles d’une montre, en utilisant la va-
leur de la réaction violente déterminée lorsqu’une
image ultrasonique correspondante est générée.

13. Procédé selon la revendication 12, dans lequel la
correction de l’image ultrasonique est réalisée en
poussant l’image dans le sens des aiguilles d’une
montre et l’image dans le sens inverse des aiguilles
d’une montre par la valeur déterminée de la réaction
violente dans la direction du sens des aiguilles d’une
montre et dans la direction du sens inverse des
aiguilles d’une montre, par rapport à un axe central
du transducteur (510).
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