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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to three-dimen-
sional ultrasound imaging. In particular, the present in-
vention relates to the generation and evaluation of two-
dimensional standard views from three-dimensional ul-
trasonic volume data. An exemplary technical application
of the present invention is the generation of two-dimen-
sional transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) images
based on one or more obtained three-dimensional TEE
scans.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] A transesophageal echocardiogram is an alter-
native way to perform an echocardiogram. A specialized
probe containing an ultrasound transducer at its tip is
passed into the patient’s esophagus. This allows to
record precise ultrasound images of different compo-
nents of the human heart.
[0003] For a full transesophageal echocardiography
(TEE) examination 20 different 2D TEE views have to be
acquired. These 2D TEE views are predefined views (e.g.
ME four chamber, ME two chamber, TG basal SAX,...),
which are in practice also referred to as the 2D TEE stand-
ard views. In order to acquire these images, the sonog-
rapher has to reposition and reorient the ultrasound
probe relative to the patient according to a very elabo-
rated protocol for each of the 20 2D TEE standard views.
This is a tedious and long procedure, which may take
about 20 to 30 minutes.
[0004] The whole TEE procedure is quite uncomforta-
ble for the patient. Apart from that, manually finding the
above-mentioned standard views in order to allow a re-
liable diagnosis requires a relatively high level of skill of
the sonographer (e.g. doctor). Moreover, this process is
relatively error-prone.
[0005] US 2011/0201935 A1, a former patent applica-
tion filed by the applicant, proposes for the similar field
of fetal heart examinations the usage of 3D ultrasound
scanning technology. The therein proposed ultrasound
imaging system comprises an ultrasound scanning as-
sembly that provides volume data resulting from a three-
dimensional scan of a body. It further comprises a feature
extractor that searches for a best match between the
volume data and a geometrical model of an anatomical
entity. The geometrical model comprises respective seg-
ments representing respective anatomic features. Ac-
cordingly, the feature extractor provides an anatomy-re-
lated description of the volume data, which identifies re-
spective geometrical locations of respective anatomic
features in the volume data. Standard views may there-
fore be automatically obtained from the volume data,
which is of course less operator-dependent and allows
a more reliable diagnosis. Compared to manually acquir-
ing each 2D standard view separately, this is of major

advantage.
[0006] However, there is still need for further improve-
ment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] It is an object of the present invention to provide
an improved ultrasound imaging system, which allows a
quicker, more comfortable and more reliable analysis of
an anatomical object, e.g. of the human heart. It is fur-
thermore an object of the present invention to provide a
corresponding method and a computer program for im-
plementing such method.
[0008] The present invention is defined by independ-
ent claims 1, 10 and 13.
[0009] In a first aspect of the present invention an ul-
trasound imaging system is presented that comprises:

- an image processor configured to receive at least
one set of volume data resulting from a three-dimen-
sional ultrasound scan of a body and to provide cor-
responding display data,

- an anatomy detector configured to detect a position
and orientation of an anatomical object of interest
within the at least one set of volume,

- a slice generator for generating a plurality of two-
dimensional slices from the at least one set of volume
data, wherein said slice generator is configured to
define respective slice locations based on the results
of the anatomy detector for the anatomical object of
interest so as to obtain a set of two-dimensional
standard views of the anatomical object of interest,
wherein the slice generator is further configured to
define for each two-dimensional standard view
which anatomical features of the anatomical object
of interest are expected to be contained within said
two-dimensional view, and

- an evaluation unit for evaluating a quality factor for
each of the generated plurality of two-dimensional
slices by comparing each of the slices with the ana-
tomical features expected for the respective two-di-
mensional standard view.

[0010] In a further aspect of the present invention a
method of generating and evaluating two-dimensional
standard views from three-dimensional ultrasonic vol-
ume data is presented which comprises the steps of:

- receiving at least one set of volume data resulting
from a three-dimensional ultrasound scan of a body,

- detecting a position and orientation of an anatomical
object of interest within the at least one set of volume
data,

- generating a plurality of two-dimensional slices from
the at least one set of volume data, by defining re-
spective slice locations based on the detected posi-
tion and orientation of the anatomical object of inter-
est so as to obtain a set of two-dimensional standard
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views of the anatomical object of interest,
- defining for each two-dimensional standard view

which anatomical features of the anatomical object
of interest are expected to be contained, and

- evaluating a quality factor for each of the generated
plurality of two-dimensional slices by comparing
each of the slices with the anatomical features ex-
pected for the respective two-dimensional standard
view.

[0011] In a still further aspect of the present invention
a computer program is presented comprising program
code means for causing a computer to carry out the steps
of the above-mentioned method when said computer pro-
gram is carried out on the computer.
[0012] In addition to the method disclosed in US
2011/0201935 A1 it is defined for each 2D standard view
which anatomical features of the anatomical object of
interest are expected to be contained. An evaluation unit
may then evaluate a quality factor for each of the gener-
ated plurality of 2D slices by comparing each of the slices
with the anatomical features expected for the respective
2D standard view.
[0013] In other words, for each generated two-dimen-
sional slice (2D standard view) it is computed how good
the 2D standard view is covered within the received set
of 3D ultrasound volume data. Depending on the field of
view of the performed 3D ultrasound scan it may, for ex-
ample, be the case that a received set of 3D ultrasound
volume data is useful to generate one or a plurality of 2D
standard views, while it is less useful to generate other
standard views.
[0014] Depending on the field of view a received 3D
ultrasound volume data set may, for example, cover most
or all parts of the left ventricle of the human heart, while
it does not cover or only covers few parts of the right
ventricle of the human heart. In this case the presented
ultrasound imaging system would automatically identify
that the received volume data set is only useful for the
2D standard views of the left ventricle, but less useful for
the 2D standard views of the right ventricle.
[0015] The evaluated quality factor for each of the gen-
erated 2D slices may e.g. be a numerical value that re-
sults from the comparison of each of the generated slices
with the anatomical features expected for the respective
2D standard view. For example, the coverage of a 2D
standard view by the received set of 3D volume data may
be determined by determining the overlap of the struc-
tures that should be covered (expected anatomical fea-
tures) and the field of view of the performed 3D ultrasound
scan.
[0016] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the anatomy detector is configured to conduct a
model-based segmentation of the at least one set of vol-
ume data by finding a best match between the at least
one set of volume data and a geometrical model of the
anatomical object of interest in order to detect the position
and orientation of the anatomical object of interest. The

slice generator may be configured to define the respec-
tive slice locations of the anatomical object of interest
based on said geometrical model.
[0017] In this case a geometrical mesh model of an
anatomical object of interest (e.g. of the heart) may be
used for a model-based segmentation of the 3D ultra-
sound image (also referred to as volume data). The plu-
rality of 2D slices may be generated based on said geo-
metrical mesh model so as to automatically obtain a set
of 2D standard views of the anatomical object of interest.
[0018] In order to compute the 2D standard views
based on the geometrical model, landmarks may be en-
coded in the model. These landmarks encoded in the
geometrical model may be identified and mapped onto
the 3D ultrasonic volume data. For example, a set of three
or more landmarks can represent a plane that leads to
or corresponds to a 2D standard view. For example to
compute the four chamber view of the heart, this plane
is given by the center of the mitral valve, the center of
the tricuspid valve and the apex.
[0019] It shall be noted that, instead of using a model-
based segmentation, the position and orientation of the
anatomical object of interest may also be determined (di-
rectly) by identifying landmarks or specific anatomical
features within the 3D ultrasound image.
[0020] According to a further embodiment of the
present invention, the quality factor that is evaluated with-
in the evaluation unit for each of the generated plurality
of two-dimensional slices is a quantitative factor that in-
cludes a ratio to which extent the expected anatomical
features are included in the respective two-dimensional
slice.
[0021] According to a further refinement, the evalua-
tion unit is configured to evaluate the quality factor for
each of the generated plurality of two-dimensional slices
by comparing a field of view of each of the two-dimen-
sional slices to the geometrical model of the anatomical
object.
[0022] According to a still further embodiment of the
present invention, the ultrasound imaging system further
comprises a display, wherein the image processor is con-
figured to generate display data for simultaneously illus-
trating graphical representations of a plurality of two-di-
mensional slices corresponding to different standard
views of the anatomical object of interest on the display.
[0023] In other words, the generated 2D slices may be
simultaneously presented on the display. This allows a
doctor an easy comparison of the different standard
views.
[0024] Preferably, the image processor is furthermore
configured to generate display data for illustrating a
graphical representation of the quality factor for each of
the two-dimensional slices on the display. The graphical
representation of the quality factor preferably comprises
an icon and/or a percentage. The quality factor may, for
example, be presented as a traffic light to the user. In
this case a green light e.g. shows a good/sufficient cov-
erage of the respective 2D standard view by the 2D slice
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generated from the 3D ultrasound volume data. A yellow
light e.g. shows a coverage of the respective 2D standard
view by the generated 2D slice that could still be suffi-
cient. And a red light e.g. indicates that the field of view
of the generated 2D slice does not cover enough ana-
tomical features that should be included in the respective
2D standard view. In this case the user receives a very
easy indication about the quality of the computed 2D slic-
es.
[0025] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the ultrasound imaging system further compris-
es:

- a memory for storing a plurality of sets of volume
data resulting from a plurality of different three-di-
mensional scans of a body and for storing the plu-
rality of two-dimensional slices generated from the
plurality of sets of volume data and their quality fac-
tors; and

- a selector for selecting for each two-dimensional
standard view a two-dimensional slice having the
highest quality factor by comparing the evaluated
quality factors of corresponding two-dimensional
slices generated from each of the plurality of sets of
volume data.

[0026] This embodiment leads to a further significant
improvement. It allows to compare 2D slices with each
other that correspond to the same 2D standard views but
were generated from different 3D ultrasound scans (dif-
ferent sets of volume data). The different 3D ultrasound
scans may e.g. result from scans at different positions or
orientations of the ultrasound probe. The ultrasound im-
aging system may, for example, comprise an initialization
unit that initializes the acquisition of a 3D ultrasound scan
and the above-mentioned subsequent procedure of gen-
erating the 2D slices therefrom each time the position or
orientation of the ultrasound probe is changed.
[0027] In this case several sets of volume data and 2D
slices generated therefrom may be stored within a mem-
ory. The selector may then select for each of the 2D
standard views the 2D slice having the highest quality
factor. This means that if more than one 3D ultrasound
scan is performed, the system itself automatically selects
the best version out of all generated 2D slices for each
2D standard view. Only these best versions may then be
illustrated on the display for each 2D standard view. Thus,
only the best examples are illustrated to the user. In com-
bination with the above-mentioned representation of the
quality factor on the display (e.g. using an icon such as
a traffic light), the user therefore receives a direct feed-
back, whether all standard views are covered by the com-
bination of all performed 3D ultrasound scans, or whether
he/she has to acquire a further set of 3D volume data by
performing an additional ultrasound scan.
[0028] However, it has been shown that a lot less scans
have to be performed in contrast to manually acquiring
the 2D standard views with a 2D ultrasound scanner.

Two or three 3D ultrasound scans of the human heart
may, for example, already be enough in order to generate
all 20 2D TEE standard views. Since the system itself
selects the best generated 2D slice for each 2D standard
view, the operation of the presented system is fairly easy.
The user so to say only has to acquire enough 3D ultra-
sound scans until a "green light" is received for each
standard view. This may even be done by the user in a
trial and error manner without having to follow the usual
elaborated protocols for acquiring the predefined stand-
ard views.
[0029] Even though in the foregoing paragraphs it has
been mainly focused on the generation of transesopha-
geal echocardiography (TEE), it shall be pointed out that
the presented ultrasound imaging system may also be
used for generating and evaluating 2D standard views
of other organs or other anatomical objects of humans
and/or animals. It could be used in a similar way e.g. for
an analysis of the liver or an unborn baby (fetal ultra-
sound).
[0030] In the foregoing it has mainly been focused on
the image processing part of the presented ultrasound
imaging system. According to a further embodiment, the
ultrasound imaging system may further include:

- a transducer array configured to provide an ultra-
sound receive signal,

- a beam former configured to control the transducer
array to perform the three-dimensional scan of the
body, and further configured to receive the ultra-
sound receive signal and to provide an image signal,

- a controller for controlling the beam former, and
- a signal processor configured to receive the image

signal and to provide the three-dimensional volume
data.

[0031] According to a further preferred embodiment,
said controller may be configured to control the beam
former to control the transducer array to perform an ad-
ditional two-dimensional scan for a two-dimensional
standard view of the anatomical object of interest if the
quality factor of one of the plurality of two-dimensional
slices generated by the slice generator is above a pre-
determined threshold.
[0032] In other words, this means that the ultrasound
imaging system is configured to automatically perform
an additional 2D ultrasound scan if it is found in the above-
mentioned analysis that one of the slices generated from
the 3D ultrasound volume data covers the respective 2D
standard view in a sufficiently good manner. The system
would then recognize that the acquired field of view at
the position and orientation of the ultrasound probe is
meaningful for acquiring the 2D standard view in a direct
manner (by an extra 2D ultrasound scan at this position
and orientation). This additional 2D scan would then be
taken in the further image processing as 2D standard
view instead of generating said 2D standard view by an
interpolation from the 3D volume data as mentioned
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above. In this case the local image resolution may even
be increased for said standard view.
[0033] It shall be understood that the claimed method
has similar and/or identical preferred embodiments as
the claimed ultrasound imaging system, as defined
above and as defined in the dependent claims.
[0034] According to an embodiment, the position and
orientation of the anatomical object of interest are detect-
ed by conducting a model-based segmentation of the at
least one set of volume data and finding a best match
between the at least one set of volume data and a geo-
metrical model of the anatomical object of interest, and
wherein the respective slice locations are defined based
on said geometrical model.
[0035] According to a further embodiment, the claimed
method comprises the steps of:

- receiving and storing a plurality of sets of volume
data resulting from a plurality of three-dimensional
scans of a body,

- generating and storing a plurality of different two-
dimensional slices generated from each of the plu-
rality of sets of volume data together with their quality
factors; and

- selecting for each two-dimensional standard view a
two-dimensional slice having the highest quality fac-
tor by comparing the evaluated quality factors of cor-
responding two-dimensional slices generated from
each of the plurality of sets of volume data.

[0036] According to a further embodiment, the claimed
method comprises the steps of simultaneously illustrat-
ing graphical representations of a plurality of two-dimen-
sional slices corresponding to different standard views
of the anatomical object of interest on a display.
[0037] According to a further embodiment, the claimed
method comprises the step of illustrating a graphical rep-
resentation of the quality factor for each of the two-di-
mensional slices on a display.
[0038] According to a still further embodiment, the
claimed method comprises the step of performing an ad-
ditional two-dimensional scan for a two-dimensional
standard view of the anatomical object of interest if the
quality factor of one of the generated plurality of two-
dimensional slices is above a predetermined threshold.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0039] These and other aspects of the invention will be
apparent from and elucidated with reference to the em-
bodiment(s) described hereinafter. In the following draw-
ings

Fig. 1 shows a schematic representation of an ultra-
sound imaging system in use to scan a volume of a
patient’s body;
Fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of an em-
bodiment of the ultrasound imaging system;

Fig. 3 schematically shows an overview of different
2D standard views of a transesophageal echography
(TEE);
Fig. 4 shows a flow diagram to illustrate an embod-
iment of the method according to the present inven-
tion;
Fig. 5 shows a first exemplary illustration of results
received with the ultrasound imaging system;
Fig. 6 shows a second exemplary illustration of re-
sults received with the ultrasound imaging system;
and
Fig. 7 shows a third exemplary illustration of results
received with the ultrasound imaging system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0040] Fig. 1 shows a schematic illustration of an ul-
trasound system 10 according to an embodiment, in par-
ticular a medical three-dimensional (3D) ultrasound im-
aging system. The ultrasound imaging system 10 is ap-
plied to inspect a volume of an anatomical site, in partic-
ular an anatomical site of a patient 12. The ultrasound
system comprises an ultrasound probe 14 having at least
one transducer array having a multitude of transducer
elements for transmitting and/or receiving ultrasound
waves. In one example, the transducer elements each
can transmit ultrasound waves in form of at least one
transmit impulse of a specific pulse duration, in particular
a plurality of subsequent transmit pulses. The transducer
elements are preferably arranged in a two-dimensional
array, in particular for providing a multi-planar or three-
dimensional image.
[0041] A particular example for a three-dimensional ul-
trasound system which may be applied for the current
invention is the CX40 Compact Xtreme ultrasound sys-
tem sold by the applicant, in particular together with a
X6-1 or X7-2t TEE transducer of the applicant or another
transducer using the xMatrix technology of the applicant.
In general, matrix transducer systems as found on Philips
iE33 systems or mechanical 3D/4D transducer technol-
ogy as found, for example, on the Philips iU22 and HD15
systems may be applied for the current invention.
[0042] A 3D ultrasound scan typically involves emitting
ultrasound waves that illuminate a particular volume with-
in a body, which may be designated as target volume.
This can be achieved by emitting ultrasound waves at
multiple different angles. A set of volume data is then
obtained by receiving and processing reflected waves.
The set of volume data is a representation of the target
volume within the body.
[0043] It shall be understood that the ultrasound probe
14 may either be used in a non-invasive manner (as
shown in Fig. 1) or in an invasive manner as this is usually
done in TEE (not explicitly shown). The ultrasound probe
14 may be hand-held by the user of the system, for ex-
ample medical staff or a doctor. The ultrasound probe 14
is applied to the body of the patient 12 so that an image
of an anatomical site, in particular an anatomical object
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of the patient 12 is provided.
[0044] Further, the ultrasound system 10 may com-
prise a controlling unit 16 that controls the provision of a
3D image via the ultrasound system 10. As will be ex-
plained in further detail below, the controlling unit 16 con-
trols not only the acquisition of data via the transducer
array of the ultrasound probe 14, but also signal and im-
age processing that form the 3D images out of the echoes
of the ultrasound beams received by the transducer array
of the ultrasound probe 14.
[0045] The ultrasound system 10 may further comprise
a display 18 for displaying the 3D images to the user.
Still further, an input device 20 may be provided that may
comprise keys or a keyboard 22 and further inputting
devices, for example a trackball 24. The input device 20
might be connected to the display 18 or directly to the
controlling unit 16.
[0046] Fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of the
ultrasound system 10. As already laid out above, the ul-
trasound system 10 comprises an ultrasound probe (PR)
14, the controlling unit (CU) 16, the display (DI) 18 and
the input device (ID) 20. As further laid out above, the
probe (PR) 14 comprises a phased two-dimensional
transducer array (TR) 26. In general, the controlling unit
(CU) 16 may comprise a central processing unit (CPU)
28 that may include analog and/or digital electronic cir-
cuits, a processor, microprocessor or the like to coordi-
nate the whole image acquisition and provision. Howev-
er, it has to be understood that the central processing
unit (CPU) 28 does not need to be a separate entity or
unit within the ultrasound system 10. It can be a part of
the controlling unit 16 and generally be hardware or soft-
ware implemented. The current distinction is made for
illustrative purposes only. The central processing unit
(CPU) 28 as a part of the controlling unit (CU) 16 may
control a beam former (BF) 30 and, by this, what images
of the volume 40 are taken and how these images are
taken. The beam former (BF) 30 generates the voltages
that drive the transducer array (TR) 26, determines rep-
etition frequencies, it may scan, focus and apodize the
transmitted beam and the reception of receive beam(s)
and may further amplify filter and digitize the echo voltage
stream returned by the transducer array (TR) 26. Further,
the central processing unit (CPU) 28 of the controlling
unit (CU) 16 may determine general scanning strategies.
Such general strategies may include a desired volume
acquisition rate, lateral extent of the volume, an elevation
extent of the volume, maximum and minimum line den-
sities and scanning line times. The beam former (BF) 30
further receives the ultrasound signals from the trans-
ducer array (TR) 26 and forwards them as image signals.
[0047] Further, the ultrasound system 10 comprises a
signal processor (SP) 32 that receives the image signals.
The signal processor (SP) 32 is generally provided for
analog-to-digital-converting, digital filtering, for example,
bandpass filtering, as well as the detection and compres-
sion, for example a dynamic range reduction, of the re-
ceived ultrasound echoes or image signals. The signal

processor 32 forwards image data.
[0048] Further, the ultrasound system 10 comprises
an image processor (IP) 34 that converts image data re-
ceived from the signal processor 32 into display data. In
particular, the image processor 34 receives the image
data, preprocesses the image data and may store it in a
memory (MEM) 36. This image data is then further post-
processed to provide images to the user via the display
18. In the current case, in particular, the image processor
34 may form the three-dimensional images out of a mul-
titude of two-dimensional images.
[0049] The ultrasound system 10 may in the current
case further comprise an anatomy detector (AD) 38, a
slice generator (SLG) 40 and an evaluation unit (EU) 42.
It shall be noted that the latter mentioned components
may either be realized as separate entities, but may also
be included in the image processor 34. All these compo-
nents may be hardware and/or software implemented.
[0050] The anatomy detector (AD) 38 identifies the ori-
entation and position of the anatomical object of interest
within the acquired 3D volume data. The anatomy detec-
tor (AD) may thereto be configured to conduct a model-
based segmentation of the acquired 3D volume data.
This may be done by finding a best match between the
at least one set of volume data and a geometrical mesh
model of the anatomical object of interest. The model-
based segmentation may, for example, be conducted in
a similar manner as this is described for a model-based
segmentation of CT images in Ecabert, O. et al.: "Auto-
matic Model-based Segmentation of the Heart in CT Im-
ages", IEEE Transactions on Medical Imaging, Vol.
27(9), p. 1189-1291, 2008. The geometrical mesh model
of the anatomical object of interest may comprise respec-
tive segments representing respective anatomic fea-
tures. Accordingly, the anatomy detector 38 may provide
an anatomy-related description of the volume data, which
identifies respective geometrical locations of respective
anatomic features in the volume data.
[0051] Such a model-based segmentation usually
starts with the identification of the orientation of the an-
atomical object of interest (e.g. the heart) within the 3D
ultrasonic volume data. This may, for example, be done
using a three-dimensional implementation of the Gener-
alized Hough Transform. Pose misalignment may be cor-
rected by matching the geometrical model to the image
making use of a global similarity transformation. The seg-
mentation comprises an initial model that roughly repre-
sents the shape of the anatomical object of interest. Said
model may be a multi-compartment mesh model. This
initial model will be deformed by a transformation. This
transformation is decomposed into two transformations
of different kinds: A global transformation that can trans-
late, rotate or rescale the initial shape of the geometrical
model, if needed, and a local deformation that will actually
deform the geometrical model so that it matches more
precisely to the anatomical object of interest. This is usu-
ally done by defining the normal vectors of the surface
of the geometrical model to match the image gradient;
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that is to say, the segmentation will look in the received
ultrasonic image for bright-to-dark edges (or dark-to-
bright), which usually represent the tissue borders in ul-
trasound images, i.e. the boundaries of the anatomical
object of interest.
[0052] The segmented 3D volume data may then be
further post-processed. The slice generator (SLG) 40
generates a plurality of two-dimensional slices from the
3D volume data. Landmarks are thereto encoded within
the geometrical model that defines the planes of said 2D
slices. A set of three or more landmarks can represent a
plane. These encoded landmarks may be mapped onto
the segmented 3D volume data so as to obtain a set of
2D standard views of the anatomical object of interest
generated from the 3D volume data. The slice generator
40 may be furthermore configured to define for each 2D
standard view which anatomical features of the anatom-
ical object of interest are expected to be contained within
said view. This may be done using the geometrical model
that is encoded with the anatomic features of the ana-
tomical object of interest. It should thus be known which
anatomical features should occur in which 2D standard
view.
[0053] The evaluation unit (EU) 42 may then evaluate
a quality factor for each of the generated plurality of 2D
slices by comparing each of said generated slices with
the anatomical features expected for the respective 2D
standard view. In other words, the evaluation unit 42 com-
putes the coverage of each of the 2D standard views by
the 3D volume data. This may be done by computing the
overlap of the structure that should be covered and the
field of view of the 3D ultrasound scan. The quality factor
that is evaluated within the evaluation unit 42 for each of
the generated plurality of 2D slices may thus be a quan-
titative factor that includes a ratio to which extent the
expected anatomical features are included in the respec-
tive 2D slice. This may be done by comparing the field
of view of each of the 2D slices to the geometrical model
of the anatomical object.
[0054] In still other words, this means that for each 2D
slice that is generated from the received 3D ultrasound
volume data, it is determined how good the 2D standard
view, that corresponds to the generated 2D slice, is cov-
ered. This information can be presented as a graphical
icon, e.g. as a traffic light, and/or as a percentage on the
display 18.
[0055] As it will be explained further below in detail with
reference to Figs. 5 to 7, the generated 2D slices of the
anatomical object of interest are preferably illustrated on
the display 18 simultaneously, wherein each illustrated
2D slice is illustrated together with a graphical represen-
tation of the quality factor (icon and/or percentage) that
indicates the quality of the respective 2D slice.
[0056] In practice there is usually not only performed
a single 3D ultrasound scan of the anatomical object of
interest. Preferably, a plurality of 3D ultrasound scans of
the anatomical object of interest are performed. This re-
sults in a plurality of sets of volume data, which result

from the plurality of different 3D scans of the body. For
each of these sets of 3D volume data, the above-men-
tioned processing (segmentation, slice generation and
evaluation) is performed by the ultrasound system 10.
The plurality of sets of volume data resulting from the
different 3D scans and the 2D slices that are generated
in the above-mentioned way from said sets of volume
data may be stored within the memory (MEM) 36 together
with the evaluated quality factors of each of the 2D slices.
[0057] In this case a selector (SEL) 44 is configured to
select for each 2D standard view a 2D slice that has the
highest quality factor. This may be done by comparing
the evaluated quality factors of corresponding 2D slices
that are generated from each of the plurality of 3D sets
of volume data which are stored in the memory 36. In
other words, the selector 44 selects for each standard
view the best 2D slice out of all 2D slices that have been
generated from the different sets of 3D volume data (dif-
ferent ultrasound scans). This means that the different
2D standard views that are simultaneously illustrated on
the display 18 may result from different 3D ultrasound
scans, wherein the selector 44 automatically determines
from which 3D volume data set a specific 2D standard
view may be generated best.
[0058] This will be explained in the following in further
detail by example of a transesophageal echocardiogra-
phy (TEE).
[0059] For a full TEE examination, 20 different 2D TEE
standard views have to be acquired. An overview of the
different standard views is given in schematical manner
in Fig. 3. Fig. 3a e.g. illustrates the ME four chamber
view, Fig. 3b the ME two chamber view, Fig. 3c the ME
LAX view and so on.
[0060] Fig. 4 shows a schematic block diagram for il-
lustrating the method according to an embodiment of the
present invention. In a first step S10 a set of volume data
resulting from a 3D ultrasound scan of a body is received.
In the following step S12 a position and orientation of an
anatomical object of interest (e.g. the human heart) is
detected within the at least one set of volume data. There-
to, a model-based segmentation of the at least one set
of volume data may be conducted. As already mentioned
above, this is done by finding a best match between the
at least one set of volume data and a geometrical model
of the human heart.
[0061] Then, said model is used to compute the planes
of all 20 TEE standard views. This is done in step S14
by generating a plurality of 2D slices from the at least
one set of 3D volume data. Thereto, the respective slice
locations are defined based on the geometrical model of
the heart. Due to the segmentation that has been per-
formed in advance (in step S12), these respective slice
locations may be mapped onto the 3D volume data, such
that it is possible to compute the 2D slices from the 3D
volume data set by interpolating the 3D image. For ex-
ample to compute the ME four chamber view (see Fig.
3a), the plane is given by the center of the mitral valve,
the center of the tricuspid valve and the apex.
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[0062] Then, in step S16 it is defined for each 2D stand-
ard view which anatomical features of the heart are ex-
pected to be contained in said standard view. This may
be done by encoding the geometrical model with an anat-
omy-related description that identifies segments of the
heart within each 2D standard view that correspond to
respective anatomic features, for example, the heart
chambers, the main vessels, the septa, the heart valves,
etc. If the geometrical model is encoded with this anato-
my-related information, it is easier in the further proce-
dure to evaluate whether the generated 2D slices cover
all information that should be included within the respec-
tive 2D standard view.
[0063] In step S18 it is then evaluated for each of the
generated 2D slices how good the 2D standard view is
covered. Thereto, a quality factor is computed for each
of the generated 2D slices, wherein said quality factor
may be a quantitative factor that includes a ratio to which
extent the expected anatomical features are included in
the respective 2D slice. This may be done by comparing
the field of view of each of the generated 2D slices to the
geometrical model of the heart.
[0064] Fig. 5 shows six 2D slices that have been gen-
erated in the above-mentioned way based on a single
3D TEE image (herein referred to as a single set of vol-
ume data). The results of the performed segmentation
are therein illustrated by border lines 46. Fig. 5a shows
the 2D slice that corresponds to the ME four chamber
standard view (compare to Fig. 3a). Fig. 5B therein shows
the 2D slice that corresponds to the ME two chamber
standard view (compare to Fig. 3b). Fig. 3d shows the
generated 2D slice that corresponds to the TE mid SAX
standard view (compare to Fig. 3d). Fig. 5h shows the
generated 2D slice that corresponds to the ME AV SAX
standard view (compare to Fig. 3h). Fig. 5i shows the
generated 2D slice that corresponds to the ME AV LAX
standard view (compare to Fig. 3i). And Fig. 5m shows
the generated 2D slice that corresponds to the ME RV
inflow-outflow standard view (compare to Fig. 3m).
[0065] As it may be seen, most of the anatomical fea-
tures of interest are within the slices 5a, b and d, i.e. most
of the border lines 46 are within the field of view. The
quality factors that have been evaluated for these slices
are therefore comparatively high, which is indicated in
Fig. 5a, b and d by means of a graphical icon 48 that is
illustrated in the upper right corner of each slice image
and represents a schematical traffic light showing a green
light.
[0066] It may be furthermore seen that the generated
slices 5h and i are still acceptable, because the main
anatomical features of interest, e.g. the aortic valve within
Fig. 5h, is still within the field of view. The traffic light 48’
therefore shows a yellow light for these slices. In Fig. 5m
most of the border lines 46 are however out of the field
of view, meaning that the anatomical features of interest,
i.e. the in and outflow of the right ventricle, are not fully
covered. The quality of this generated 2D slice is thus
evaluated to be rather low, which is indicated in Fig. 5m

with a traffic light 48" that shows a red light.
[0067] Returning back to Fig. 4 now, the method steps
S10-S18 are repeated for every new 3D TEE image. This
means that for every 3D TEE image (every 3D volume
data set), all 20 2D slices are generated and evaluated
that correspond to the 20 different 2D TEE standard
views illustrated in Fig. 3. For every 2D slice it is defined,
which anatomical features are to be expected therein,
i.e. which border lines 46 should occur in these 2D slices
(step S16). And for every 2D slice it is evaluated, whether
the expected border lines are within the field of view, or
to which extend this is the case (step S18).
[0068] Fig. 6 illustrates 2D slices that have been gen-
erated (and evaluated) based on a second 3D TEE image
(second set of volume data) with a different field of view.
From Fig. 6 it may be seen that the generated slices 6a,
b and d are compared to the slices shown in Fig. 5a, b
and d rather unsuitable (indicated by red traffic light 48").
However, the generated 2D slices corresponding to the
ME AV SAX standard view (Fig. 6h), the ME AV LAX
standard view (Fig. 6i) and to the ME RV inflow-outflow
standard view (see Fig. 6m) have a rather good quality,
since the anatomical features of interest (border lines 46)
are this time within the field of view.
[0069] It may therefore be seen that the 2D standard
views a, b and d are best covered within the 2D slices
that were generated from the first 3D volume data set
(illustrated in Fig. 5a, b and d), while the 2D standard
views h, i and m are best covered within the 2D slices
that were generated from the second 3D volume data set
(illustrated in Fig. 6h, i and m).
[0070] In step S20 (see Fig. 4) the best version for each
2D standard view is then automatically selected. For
each 2D standard view one generated 2D slice is select-
ed that has the highest quality factor. This may be done
by comparing the evaluated quality factors of corre-
sponding 2D slices generated from each of the received
sets of volume data (from each of the received 3D TEE
images). This "best selection" is finally illustrated on the
display in step S24.
[0071] The result is shown in Fig. 7. As it may be seen
in Fig. 7, the system 10 automatically selected the more
suitable 2D slices that were generated from the first 3D
TEE image as 2D standard views a, b and d, while it
automatically selected the 2D slices that were generated
from the second 3D TEE image as 2D standard views h,
i and m. In summary, this means that only two 3D TEE
images were necessary in this example to generate the
exemplarily shown six 2D standard views, whereas six
different ultrasound scans would be required when man-
ually scanning the patient with a regular 2D ultrasound
scanning system. The further significant advantage is
that the system selects the best 2D slices by itself. The
presented method is thus less error-prone and faster
compared to the conventional TEE procedure.
[0072] A still further improvement of the method sche-
matically illustrated in Fig. 4 is shown by step S22. In-
stead of using the 2D slices that were interpolated from
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the 3D volume data set, the 2D slices may also be gen-
erated by performing an additional 2D scan as soon as
the system recognizes that a quality factor of a 2D slice
that is generated in steps S10-S18 is above a predeter-
mined threshold value. This means that as soon as the
system recognizes that the field of view of the taken 3D
image is suitable for a specific 2D standard view, the
imaging parameters for this 2D standard view from the
current location of the transducer probe 14 are computed
and the transducer probe 14 automatically performs an
additional 2D scan to directly receive the 2D standard
view. This "extra" acquisition should however only be
done if it has been found in step S18 that the quality of
the generated 2D slice is rather high, meaning that the
position and orientation of the transducer probe 14 is
suitable for acquiring the respective 2D standard view.
[0073] It shall be noted that step S22 is not a manda-
tory, but an optional method step. Of course, a combina-
tion of both, generating the 2D slices from the 3D volume
data set and generating the 2D slices directly by perform-
ing an additional 2D scan, is possible as well.
[0074] While the invention has been illustrated and de-
scribed in detail in the drawings and foregoing descrip-
tion, such illustration and description are to be considered
illustrative or exemplary and not restrictive; the invention
is not limited to the disclosed embodiments. Other vari-
ations to the disclosed embodiments can be understood
and effected by those skilled in the art in practicing the
claimed invention, from a study of the drawings, the dis-
closure, and the appended claims.
[0075] In the claims, the word "comprising" does not
exclude other elements or steps, and the indefinite article
"a" or "an" does not exclude a plurality. A single element
or other unit may fulfill the functions of several items re-
cited in the claims. The mere fact that certain measures
are recited in mutually different dependent claims does
not indicate that a combination of these measures cannot
be used to advantage.
[0076] A computer program may be stored/distributed
on a suitable medium, such as an optical storage medium
or a solid-state medium supplied together with or as part
of other hardware, but may also be distributed in other
forms, such as via the Internet or other wired or wireless
telecommunication systems.
[0077] Any reference signs in the claims should not be
construed as limiting the scope.

Claims

1. An ultrasound imaging system (10) comprising:

- an image processor (34) configured to receive
at least one set of volume data resulting from a
three-dimensional ultrasound scan of a body
(12) and to provide corresponding display data,
- an anatomy detector (38) configured to detect
a position and orientation of an anatomical ob-

ject of interest within the at least one set of vol-
ume data,
- a slice generator (40) for generating a plurality
of two-dimensional slices from the at least one
set of volume data, wherein said slice generator
(40) is configured to define respective slice lo-
cations based on the results of the anatomy de-
tector for the anatomical object of interest so as
to obtain a set of two-dimensional standard
views of the anatomical object of interest, where-
in the slice generator (40) is further configured
to define for each two-dimensional standard
view which anatomical features of the anatom-
ical object of interest are expected to be con-
tained,

characterised in

- an evaluation unit (42) for evaluating a quality
factor for each of the generated plurality of two-
dimensional slices by comparing each of the
slices with the anatomical features expected for
the respective two-dimensional standard view,
- a memory (36) for storing a plurality of sets of
volume data resulting from a plurality of different
three-dimensional scans of the body (12) and
for storing the plurality of two-dimensional slices
generated from the plurality of sets of volume
data and their quality factors; and
- a selector (44) for selecting for each two-di-
mensional standard view a two-dimensional
slice having the highest quality factor by com-
paring the evaluated quality factors of corre-
sponding two-dimensional slices generated
from each of the plurality of sets of volume data.

2. The ultrasound imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the anatomy detector (38) is configured to conduct
a model-based segmentation of the at least one set
of volume data by finding a best match between the
at least one set of volume data and a geometrical
model of the anatomical object of interest in order to
detect the position and orientation of the anatomical
object of interest, and wherein the slice generator
(40) is configured to define the respective slice loca-
tions of the anatomical object of interest based on
said geometrical model.

3. The ultrasound imaging system of claim 1, wherein
the quality factor that is evaluated within the evalu-
ation unit (42) for each of the generated plurality of
two-dimensional slices is a quantitative factor that
includes a ratio to which extend the expected ana-
tomical features are included in the respective two-
dimensional slice.

4. The ultrasound imaging system of claim 2, wherein
the evaluation unit (42) is configured to evaluate the
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quality factor for each of the generated plurality of
two-dimensional slices by comparing a field of view
of each of the two-dimensional slices to the geomet-
rical model of the anatomical object.

5. The ultrasound imaging system of claim 1, further
comprising a display (18), wherein the image proc-
essor (34) is configured to generate display data for
simultaneously illustrating graphical representations
of a plurality of two-dimensional slices correspond-
ing to different standard views of the anatomical ob-
ject of interest on the display (18).

6. The ultrasound imaging system of claim5, wherein
the image processor (34) is furthermore configured
to generate display data for illustrating a graphical
representation (48, 48’, 48") of the quality factor for
each of the two-dimensional slices on the display
(18).

7. The ultrasound imaging system of claim6, wherein
the graphical representation (48, 48’, 48") of the qual-
ity factor comprises an icon and/or a percentage.

8. The ultrasound imaging system of claim 1, further
comprising:

- a transducer array (26) configured to provide
an ultrasound receive signal,
- a beam former (30) configured to control the
transducer array (26) to perform the three-di-
mensional scan of the body (12), and further
configured to receive the ultrasound receive sig-
nal and to provide an image signal,
- a controller (28) for controlling the beam former
(30), and
- a signal processor (32) configured to receive
the image signal and to provide the three-dimen-
sional volume data.

9. The ultrasound imaging system of claim 8, wherein
the controller (28) is configured to control the beam
former (30) to control the transducer array (26) to
perform an additional two-dimensional scan for a
two-dimensional standard view of the anatomical ob-
ject of interest if the quality factor of one of the plu-
rality of two-dimensional slices generated by the
slice generator is above a predetermined threshold.

10. A method of generating and evaluating two-dimen-
sional standard views from three-dimensional ultra-
sonic volume data, the method comprising the steps
of:

- receiving (S10) at least one set of volume data
resulting from a three-dimensional ultrasound
scan of a body,
- detecting (S12) a position and orientation of an

anatomical object of interest within the at least
one set of volume data,
- generating (S14) a plurality of two-dimensional
slices from the at least one set of volume data,
by defining respective slice locations based on
the detected position and orientation of the an-
atomical object of interest so as to obtain a set
of two-dimensional standard views of the ana-
tomical object of interest,
- defining (S16) for each two-dimensional stand-
ard view which anatomical features of the ana-
tomical object of interest are expected to be con-
tained,

characterised in

- evaluating (S18) a quality factor for each of the
generated plurality of two-dimensional slices by
comparing each of the slices with the anatomical
features expected for the respective two-dimen-
sional standard view,
- receiving and storing a plurality of sets of vol-
ume data resulting from a plurality of three-di-
mensional scans of the body,
- generating and storing a plurality of different
two-dimensional slices generated from each of
the plurality of sets of volume data together with
their quality factors; and
- selecting (S20) for each two-dimensional
standard view a two-dimensional slice having
the highest quality factor by comparing the eval-
uated quality factors of corresponding two-di-
mensional slices generated from each of the plu-
rality of sets of volume data.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the position and
orientation of the anatomical object of interest are
detected (S12) by conducting a model-based seg-
mentation of the at least one set of volume data and
finding a best match between the at least one set of
volume data and a geometrical model of the ana-
tomical object of interest, and wherein the respective
slice locations are defined (S14) based on said ge-
ometrical model.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the quality factor
for each of the generated plurality of two-dimensional
slices is evaluated by comparing a field of view of
each of the two-dimensional slices to the geometrical
model of the anatomical object.

13. Computer program comprising program code means
for causing a computer to carry out the steps of the
method as claimed in claim 10 when said computer
program is carried out on a computer.
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Patentansprüche

1. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem (10), das Folgendes
umfasst:

- einen Bildprozessor (34), der konfiguriert ist,
um mindestens einen aus einer dreidimensio-
nalen Ultraschallabtastung eines Körpers (12)
resultierenden Volumendatensatz zu empfan-
gen und entsprechende Anzeigedaten bereitzu-
stellen,
- einen Anatomiedetektor (38), der konfiguriert
ist, um eine Position und Orientierung eines in-
teressierenden anatomischen Objekts inner-
halb des mindestens einen Volumendatensatz
zu detektieren,
- einen Schichtgenerator (40) zum Erzeugen ei-
ner Vielzahl von zweidimensionalen Schichten
aus dem mindestens einen Volumendatensatz,
wobei der genannte Schichtgenerator (40) kon-
figuriert ist, um jeweilige Schichtpositionen ba-
sierend auf den Ergebnissen des Anatomiede-
tektors für das interessierende anatomische Ob-
jekt zu definieren, um so einen Satz von zwei-
dimensionalen Standardansichten des interes-
sierenden anatomischen Objekts zu erhalten,
wobei der Schichtgenerator (40) weiterhin kon-
figuriert ist, um für jede zweidimensionale Stan-
dardansicht zu definieren, welche anatomi-
schen Merkmale des interessierenden anatomi-
schen Objekts erwartungsgemäß enthalten sein
sollen,

gekennzeichnet durch

- eine Evaluierungseinheit (42) zum Evaluieren
eines Gütefaktors für jede der erzeugten Viel-
zahl von zweidimensionalen Schichten durch
Vergleichen jeder der Schichten mit den für die
jeweilige zweidimensionale Standardansicht er-
warteten anatomischen Merkmalen,
- einen Speicher (36) zum Speichern einer Viel-
zahl von Volumendatensätzen, die aus einer
Vielzahl von unterschiedlichen dreidimensiona-
len Abtastungen des Körpers (12) resultieren,
und zum Speichern der Vielzahl von aus der
Vielzahl von Volumendatensätzen erzeugten
zweidimensionalen Schichten und ihrer Güte-
faktoren; und
- eine Auswahleinheit (44), um für jede zweidi-
mensionale Standardansicht eine zweidimensi-
onale Schicht mit dem höchsten Gütefaktor aus-
zuwählen, indem sie die evaluierten Gütefakto-
ren von entsprechenden zweidimensionalen
Schichten vergleicht, die aus der Vielzahl von
Volumendatensätzen erzeugt wurden.

2. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem nach Anspruch 1,

wobei der Anatomiedetektor (38) konfiguriert ist, um
eine modell-basierte Segmentierung des mindes-
tens einen Volumendatensatzes durchzuführen, in-
dem er eine beste Übereinstimmung zwischen dem
mindestens Volumendatensatz und einem geomet-
rischen Modell des interessierenden anatomischen
Objekts findet, um die Position und Orientierung des
interessierenden anatomischen Objekts zu detektie-
ren, und wobei der Schichtgenerator (40) konfigu-
riert ist, um die jeweiligen Schichtpositionen des in-
teressierenden anatomischen Objekts basierend
auf dem genannten geometrischen Modell zu defi-
nieren.

3. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der Gütefaktor, der innerhalb der Evaluie-
rungseinheit (42) für jede der erzeugten Vielzahl von
zweidimensionalen Schichten evaluiert wird, ein
quantitativer Faktor ist, der ein Verhältnis umfasst,
in welchem Maße die erwarteten anatomischen
Merkmale in der jeweiligen zweidimensionalen
Schicht enthalten sind.

4. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem nach Anspruch 2,
wobei die Evaluierungseinheit (42) konfiguriert ist,
um den Gütefaktor für jede der erzeugten Vielzahl
von zweidimensionalen Schichten zu evaluieren, in-
dem sie ein Sichtfeld von jeder der zweidimensiona-
len Schichten mit dem geometrischen Modell des
anatomischen Objekts vergleicht.

5. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem nach Anspruch 1,
weiterhin umfassend eine Anzeige (18), wobei der
Bildprozessor (34) konfiguriert ist, um Anzeigedaten
zum gleichzeitigen Veranschaulichen grafischer
Darstellungen einer Vielzahl von zweidimensionalen
Schichten, die unterschiedlichen Standardansichten
des interessierenden anatomischen Objekts ent-
sprechen, auf der Anzeige (18) zu erzeugen.

6. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem nach Anspruch 5,
wobei der Bildprozessor (34) weiterhin konfiguriert
ist, um Anzeigedaten zum Veranschaulichen einer
grafischen Darstellung (48, 48’, 48") des Gütefaktors
für jede der zweidimensionalen Schichten auf der
Anzeige (18) zu erzeugen.

7. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem nach Anspruch 6,
wobei die grafische Darstellung (48, 48’, 48") des
Gütefaktors ein Symbol und/oder einen Prozentsatz
umfasst.

8. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem nach Anspruch 1,
das weiterhin Folgendes umfasst:

- ein Wandlerarray (26), das konfiguriert ist, um
ein Ultraschallempfangssignal bereitzustellen,
- einen Strahlformer (30), der konfiguriert ist, um
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das Wandlerarray (26) zu steuern, um die drei-
dimensionale Abtastung des Körpers (12)
durchzuführen, und der weiterhin konfiguriert
ist, um das Ultraschallempfangssignal zu emp-
fangen und ein Bildsignal bereitzustellen,
- eine Steuereinheit (28) zum Steuern des
Strahlformers (30), und
- einen Signalprozessor (32), der konfiguriert ist,
um das Bildsignal zu empfangen und die drei-
dimensionalen Volumendaten bereitzustellen.

9. Ultraschallbildgebungssystem nach Anspruch 8,
wobei die Steuereinheit (28) konfiguriert ist, um den
Strahlformer (30) zu steuern, um das Wandlerarray
(26) zu steuern, um eine zusätzliche zweidimensio-
nale Abtastung für eine zweidimensionale Standard-
ansicht des interessierenden anatomischen Objekts
durchzuführen, wenn der Gütefaktor von einer der
durch den Schichtgenerator erzeugten Vielzahl von
zweidimensionalen Schichten über einem vorgege-
benen Schwellenwert liegt.

10. Verfahren zum Erzeugen und Evaluieren zweidi-
mensionaler Standardansichten aus dreidimensio-
nalen Ultraschallvolumendaten, wobei das Verfah-
ren die folgenden Schritte umfasst:

- Empfangen (S10) von mindestens einem aus
einer dreidimensionalen Ultraschallabtastung
eines Körpers resultierenden Volumendaten-
satz,
- Detektieren (S12) einer Position und Orientie-
rung eines interessierenden anatomischen Ob-
jekts innerhalb des mindestens einen Volumen-
datensatzes,
- Erzeugen (S14) einer Vielzahl von zweidimen-
sionalen Schichten aus dem mindestens einen
Volumendatensatz durch Definieren jeweiliger
Schichtpositionen basierend auf der detektier-
ten Position und Orientierung des interessieren-
den anatomischen Objekts, um so einen Satz
von zweidimensionalen Standardansichten des
interessierenden anatomischen Objekts zu er-
halten,

Definieren (S16) für jede zweidimensionale Stan-
dardansicht, welche anatomischen Merkmale des
interessierenden anatomischen Objekts erwar-
tungsgemäß enthalten sein sollen,
gekennzeichnet durch

- Evaluieren (S18) eines Gütefaktors für jede der
erzeugten Vielzahl von zweidimensionalen
Schichten durch Vergleichen jeder der Schich-
ten mit den für die jeweilige zweidimensionale
Standardansicht erwarteten anatomischen
Merkmalen,
- Empfangen und Speichern einer Vielzahl von

Volumendatensätzen, die aus einer Vielzahl von
dreidimensionalen Abtastungen des Körpers re-
sultieren,
- Erzeugen und Speichern einer Vielzahl von un-
terschiedlichen zweidimensionalen Schichten,
die aus jedem der Vielzahl von Volumendaten-
sätzen erzeugt wurden, zusammen mit ihren
Gütefaktoren; und
- Auswählen (S20), für jede zweidimensionale
Standardansicht, einer zweidimensionale
Schicht mit dem höchsten Gütefaktor durch
Vergleichen der evaluierten Gütefaktoren von
entsprechenden zweidimensionalen Schichten,
die aus der Vielzahl von Volumendatensätzen
erzeugt wurden.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, wobei Position und
Orientierung des interessierenden anatomischen
Objekts detektiert (S12) werden, indem eine modell-
basierte Segmentierung des mindestens einen Vo-
lumendatensatzes durchgeführt wird und eine beste
Übereinstimmung zwischen dem mindestens einen
Volumendatensatz und einem geometrischen Mo-
dell des interessierenden anatomischen Objekts ge-
funden wird, und wobei die jeweiligen Schichtpositi-
onen basierend auf dem genannten geometrischen
Modell definiert (S14) werden.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei der Gütefaktor
für jede der erzeugten Vielzahl von zweidimensio-
nalen Schichten evaluiert wird, indem ein Sichtfeld
von jeder der zweidimensionalen Schichten mit dem
geometrischen Modell des anatomischen Objekts
verglichen wird.

13. Computerprogramm umfassend Programmcode-
mittel zum Veranlassen eines Computers, die Schrit-
te des Verfahrens nach Anspruch 10 durchzuführen,
wenn das genannte Computerprogramm auf einem
Computer ausgeführt wird.

Revendications

1. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons (10) comprenant :

- un processeur d’image (34) configuré pour re-
cevoir au moins un ensemble de données de
volume résultant d’un balayage par ultrasons en
trois dimensions d’un corps (12) et pour fournir
des données d’affichage correspondantes,
- un détecteur d’anatomie (38) configuré pour
détecter une position et une orientation d’un ob-
jet anatomique d’intérêt dans l’au moins un en-
semble de données de volume,
- un générateur de tranche (40) pour générer
une pluralité de tranches en deux dimensions à
partir de l’au moins un ensemble de données de
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volume, dans lequel ledit générateur de tranche
(40) est configuré pour définir des emplace-
ments de tranche respectifs sur la base des ré-
sultats du détecteur d’anatomie pour l’objet ana-
tomique d’intérêt de manière à obtenir un en-
semble de vues standard en deux dimensions
de l’objet anatomique d’intérêt, dans lequel le
générateur de tranche (40) est en outre confi-
guré pour définir, pour chaque vue standard en
deux dimensions, quelles caractéristiques ana-
tomiques de l’objet anatomique d’intérêt sont at-
tendues à être contenues,

caractérisé en ce que

- une unité d’évaluation (42) pour évaluer un fac-
teur de qualité pour chacune de la pluralité de
tranches en deux dimensions générées en com-
parant chacune des tranches aux caractéristi-
ques anatomiques attendues pour la vue stan-
dard en deux dimensions respective,
- une mémoire (36) pour stocker une pluralité
d’ensembles de données de volume résultant
d’une pluralité de balayages en trois dimensions
différents du corps (12) et pour stocker la plura-
lité de tranches en deux dimensions générées
à partir de la pluralité d’ensembles de données
de volume et de leurs facteurs de qualité ; et
- un sélecteur (44) pour sélectionner pour cha-
que vue standard en deux dimensions une tran-
che en deux dimensions ayant le facteur de qua-
lité le plus élevé en comparant les facteurs de
qualité évalués de tranches en deux dimensions
correspondantes générées à partir de chacune
de la pluralité d’ensembles de données de vo-
lume.

2. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le détecteur d’anatomie (38)
est configuré pour mener une segmentation basée
sur le modèle de l’au moins un ensemble de données
de volume en trouvant une meilleure correspondan-
ce entre l’au moins un ensemble de données de vo-
lume et un modèle géométrique de l’objet anatomi-
que d’intérêt afin de détecter la position et l’orienta-
tion de l’objet anatomique d’intérêt, et dans lequel le
générateur de tranche (40) est configuré pour définir
les emplacements de tranche respectifs de l’objet
anatomique d’intérêt sur la base dudit modèle géo-
métrique.

3. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel le facteur de qualité qui est
évalué dans l’unité d’évaluation (42) pour chacune
de la pluralité de tranches en deux dimensions gé-
nérées est un facteur quantitatif qui inclut un rapport
dans la mesure duquel les caractéristiques anato-
miques sont incluses dans la tranche en deux di-

mensions respective.

4. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 2, dans lequel l’unité d’évaluation (42) est con-
figurée pour évaluer le facteur de qualité pour cha-
cune de la pluralité de tranches en deux dimensions
générées en comparant un champ de vision de cha-
cune des tranches en deux dimensions au modèle
géométrique de l’objet anatomique.

5. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, comprenant en outre un dispositif d’afficha-
ge (18), dans lequel le processeur d’image (34) est
configuré pour générer des données d’affichage il-
lustrant simultanément des représentations graphi-
ques d’une pluralité de tranches en deux dimensions
correspondant à différentes vues standard de l’objet
anatomique d’intérêt sur le dispositif d’affichage
(18).

6. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 5, dans lequel le processeur d’image (34) est
en outre configuré pour générer des données d’affi-
chage illustrant une représentation graphique (48,
48’, 48") du facteur de qualité pour chacune des tran-
ches en deux dimensions sur le dispositif d’affichage
(18).

7. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 6, dans lequel la représentation graphique
(48, 48’, 48") du facteur de qualité comprend une
icône et/ou un pourcentage.

8. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 1, comprenant en outre :

- un réseau transducteur (26) configuré pour
fournir un signal de réception à ultrasons,
- un dispositif de formation de faisceau (30) con-
figuré pour commander le réseau transducteur
(26) afin de réaliser le balayage en trois dimen-
sions du corps (12), et en outre configuré pour
recevoir le signal de réception à ultrasons et
pour fournir un signal d’image,
- un dispositif de commande (28) pour comman-
der le dispositif de formation de faisceau (30), et
- un processeur de signal (32) configuré pour
recevoir le signal d’image et pour fournir les don-
nées de volume en trois dimensions.

9. Système d’imagerie par ultrasons selon la revendi-
cation 8, dans lequel le dispositif de commande (28)
est configuré pour commander le dispositif de for-
mation de faisceau (30) afin de commander le ré-
seau transducteur (26) pour réaliser un balayage en
deux dimensions supplémentaire pour une vue stan-
dard en deux dimensions de l’objet anatomique d’in-
térêt si le facteur de qualité de l’une de la pluralité
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de tranches en deux dimensions générées par le
générateur de tranche est au-dessus d’un seuil pré-
déterminé.

10. Procédé de génération et d’évaluation de vues stan-
dard en deux dimensions à partir de données de
volume par ultrasons en trois dimensions, le procédé
comprenant les étapes consistant à :

- recevoir (S10) au moins un ensemble de don-
nées de volume résultant d’un balayage par ul-
trasons en trois dimensions d’un corps,
- détecter (S12) une position et une orientation
d’un objet anatomique d’intérêt dans l’au moins
un ensemble de données de volume,
- générer (S14) une pluralité de tranches en
deux dimensions à partir de l’au moins un en-
semble de données de volume, en définissant
des emplacements de tranche respectifs sur la
base de la position et de l’orientation détectées
de l’objet anatomique d’intérêt de manière à ob-
tenir un ensemble de vues standard en deux
dimensions de l’objet anatomique d’intérêt,
- définir (S 16) pour chaque vue standard en
deux dimensions quelles caractéristiques ana-
tomiques de l’objet anatomique d’intérêt sont at-
tendues à être contenues,

caractérisé par

- l’évaluation (S18) d’un facteur de qualité pour
chacune de la pluralité de tranches en deux di-
mensions générées en comparant chacune des
tranches aux caractéristiques anatomiques at-
tendues pour la vue standard en deux dimen-
sions respective,
- la réception et le stockage d’une pluralité d’en-
sembles de données de volume résultant d’une
pluralité de balayages en trois dimensions du
corps,
- la génération et le stockage d’une pluralité de
différentes tranches en deux dimensions géné-
rées à partir de chacune de la pluralité d’ensem-
bles de données de volume avec leurs facteurs
de qualité ; et
- la sélection (S20) pour chaque vue standard
en deux dimensions d’une tranche en deux di-
mensions ayant le facteur de qualité le plus éle-
vé en comparant les facteurs de qualité évalué
de tranches en deux dimensions correspondan-
tes générées à partir de chacun de la pluralité
d’ensembles de données de volume.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, dans lequel la
position et l’orientation de l’objet anatomique d’inté-
rêt sont détectées (S12) en menant une segmenta-
tion basée sur le modèle de l’au moins un ensemble
de données de volume et en trouvant une meilleure

correspondance entre l’au moins un ensemble de
données de volume et un modèle géométrique de
l’objet anatomique d’intérêt, et dans lequel les em-
placements de tranche respectifs sont définis (S14)
sur la base dudit modèle géométrique.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 11, dans lequel le
facteur de qualité pour chacune de la pluralité de
tranches en deux dimensions générées est évalué
en comparant un champ de vision de chacune des
tranches en deux dimensions au modèle géométri-
que de l’objet anatomique.

13. Programme informatique comprenant un moyen de
code de programme pour amener un ordinateur à
exécuter les étapes du procédé selon la revendica-
tion 10 quand ledit programme informatique est exé-
cuté sur un ordinateur.
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