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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to ultrasonic imaging. More particularly, the present invention relates to creating
sectional views from volumetric ultrasound data and superimposing positional data for an interventional device, such
as a catheter.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Many medical procedures involve inserting a catheter, or other interventional device, into a patient for a variety
of purposes. One such procedure is cardiac catheterization for an ansiogram.
[0003] To observe the condition of blood vessels within the heart, radio-opaque dye is injected into the bloodstream
through the catheter and an x-ray image is taken. Typically, this procedure involves inserting a catheter into an artery
in the patient’s groin area and guiding the catheter through the arterial system and the aorta to the heart. In order to
position the catheter and monitor its location within the patient, one or more x-ray images may be taken prior to injecting
dye for the angiogram.
[0004] A catheter may be directly visible in an x-ray image, however, a heart typically is not. In order to determine the
location of the catheter relative to the heart, dye may be injected through the catheter into the bloodstream. The dye
acts as a contrasting agent allowing the heart to be located, by imagine the dye flowing through it. The image of the
heart is then "frozen" at a point in time when the dye location (and concentration), provides the best image. Often, this
snapshot image of the heart is traced on a transparent overlay which is then superimposed on a display monitor. After
the dye concentration decreases, the overlay may be used to track the catheter location and movements relative to
heart, as indicated by the overlay. There are two disadvantages to this process. First, the image of the heart, made
visible with the dye, is only temporary, requiring the overlay to track the catheter movement. Second, if the patient’s
position changes, the heart imaging must be repeated.
[0005] In addition to locating a catheter relative to a heart for an angiogram, there are many other medical procedures
where an interventional device is inserted into a patient. In most, if not all, such procedures, locating and positioning
the interventional device within a patient is extremely important
[0006] Multiple views, or x-ray orientations, of a patient are often desirable to visualize objects and locations in three
dimensions. Although there are many possible combinations of such views, some are favored by medical personnel for
particular procedures. For cardiac imagine, the right anterior oblique (RAO) and the left anterior oblique (LAO) views
are common. Figure 1 shows a schematic sectional depiction of a prone patient 10 and x-ray sources 12 and 14. The
RAO and LAO views are taken from the patient’s right and left, respectively, of the anterior (front) of the heart. The
oblique angle, shown as angles 16 and 18, is the measure ofhow far off the vertical an x-ray source is oriented. The
multiple views are often taken with a single x-ray source that is repositioned between positions 12 and 14. An imaging
system that readily presents RAO and LAO views allows medical personnel to view images in a familiar format, as this
is what is presently standard in the art. Multiple preferred views for other procedures might similarly be pre-defined.
[0007] There are problems with present practices. First, x-rays and fluoroscopy produce radiation, and the affect of
this radiation over the long term may be harmful. This is especially true for the medical personnel subjected to repeated
radiation exposures over the course of an entire career.
[0008] In addition, the radio-opaque dye may harm the patient. For example, an angiogram is often performed on
patients with serious heart problems. Injecting chemicals that may cause sensitivity, or an allergic reaction, directly into
the heart of such a patient may cause a serious problem, and there is the possibility of kidney damage from the dye.
[0009] Finally, x-ray techniques require complex x-ray equipment and the costly overhead associated with such equip-
ment. While this may not be a primary concern in a well equipped modem hospital, is of concern in less developed or
remote locations.
[0010] Ultrasound based imaging methods offer some potential advantages over x-ray based imaging methods. Ul-
trasound methods do not expose the patient or medical personnel to radiation and may reduce or eliminate the need
for costly x-ray equipment. Also, the ability of ultrasound methods to directly image soft tissue and blood vessels, without
the need for radio-opaque dye as a contrasting agent, eliminates the potential dye-related harms to a patient.
[0011] It would be desirable to have an imaging system that could eliminate, or serve as a partial substitution for, x-
ray and fluoroscopy methods of imagine in procedures such as angiography and tissue biopsies. Preferably, such a
system would present medical personnel with multiple views that are displayed simultaneously.
[0012] U.S. Patent No. 4,173,228, issued to Steenwyk and Childress on November 6, 1979, describes a catheter
locating device ("the ’228 patent"). The ’228 patent uses an induction coil adjacent to the catheter tip, and a remote
sensing device to monitor the amplitude and phase of signals induced in the coil, as a means of detecting the catheter
location. However, an electrical signal from an induction coil is not well suited for detection by ultrasound imaging
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equipment. The ’228 patent does teach one technique for locating a catheter, but it lacks the ability to directly map that
location to a 3-D ultrasonic image of tissues within the body. Instead, such a device determines a catheter location
relative to a position on the skin surface and a depth estimate, based on the magnitude of the signal received at the
skin surface. It would be desirable to locate the catheter relative to internal body tissues, not the skin.
[0013] U.S. Patent No. 5,515,853, issued to Smith, et al. on May 14, 1996, describes a 3-D ultrasound tracking system
based on triangulation ("the ’853 patent"). Using a network of at least four piezoelectric transducers exchanging signals,
and an integrated personal computer (PC) as a digital controller, the 853 patent accurately measures the relative
distances between the transducers. However, like the ’228 patent discussed above, an apparatus based on the ’853
patent lacks the ability to map the location of a catheter to a 3-D ultrasonic image of tissue within the body. Instead, the
reference frame for catheter location information is the location of other piezoelectric transducers. For example, a series
of transducers contained in a chest harness around a patient may be used to triangulate the position and orientation of
a catheter relative to the chest harness, by measuring the distances to transducers mounted in the catheter. The ’853
patent does briefly mention the possibility of "overlaying" transducer location information on a video loop, created from
x-rays or ultrasound, to facilitate visualization of the catheter location. However, there is no teaching of how this overlay
process might be performed. In contrast, an embodiment of the present invention is directed to describing the catheter
location relative to tissue within the body in one or more 2-D views.
[0014] U.S. Patent No.’s 5,817,022 and 5,868,673, ("the ’022 and ’673 patents") issued to Vesely on October 6, 1998,
and on February 9, 1999, respectively, are both continuations-in-part from the application that became the ’853 patent.
Both also claim 3-D ultrasound tracking of interventional medical instruments by triangulating between a transducer
attached to the medical instrument and a network of transducers either inside a patient’s body or on the body surface.
It would be desirable to simplify the apparatus so that a network of transducers is not required.
[0015] The ’022 patent locates a medical instrument relative to the network of transducers in 3-D, and then displays
a 2-D ultrasound image within the 3-D coordinate system. The ’022 patent describes a "imaging modality system", that
may acquire 2-D, 3-D or 4-D image data, an "image registration system" to register the position the [medical] instrument
within the image data and a "user interface" to perform a desired function, such as selecting a particular view fordisplay.
However, there are no detailed descriptions of these elements, or teachings which would permit one of ordinary skill in
the art to create a system combining such elements.
[0016] The ’673 patent describes a system for performing surgery while tracking the location of a medical device
relative to a network of transducers, on or within the body. The medical device location is then mapped to the network
of transceivers, but not directly to any portion of the body tissue.
[0017] Ultrasound image data for an object, such as a heart, consists of the "echodensity" sampled at multiple locations
within an object. This echodensity can be thought of as somewhat equivalent to the color or intensity of a visual image.
The echodensity is a function of the sound velocity within the tissue, as well as the tissue density. Although a 3-D image
of echodensity, with continuous gradations along three dimensions, may lack the clarity of the sharp edges in a solid
model, the gradations contain a significant amount of information about the tissue. A solid modeling approach to pre-
senting a 3-D ultrasound image typically uses a threshold value. That is, all echodensity values are divided into two
bins, those above and those below the threshold. Values above the threshold are opaque and those below are transparent.
This threshold technique adds clarity to the wide variations of the "murky" echodensity data, by distinguishing solid
features within the data, at the expense of the detail stored in those many values.
[0018] TomTec Imaging Systems, formerly of Boulder, CO, now TomTec Imaging Systems GmbH of Munich, Germany,
produced a video tape describing a 3-D ultrasound imaging system ("the TomTec system"). TomTec Imaging systems,
Clinical Three-Dimensional Echocardiography, VHS/NTSC, 19:20, 040-012. 0, 07-96 (video tape). The TomTec system
creates a 3-D cardiac image, with the use of a ultrasound transducer in the form of an endoscope, and produces an
image of the surfaces of the heart, essentially a solid model. That is, the surface of the heart is displayed without any
information about the internal muscle tissue. The TomTec system does not appear to have been commercially successful.
[0019] US 5,515,853 discloses a method and apparatus for simultaneous measurement of multiple distances by
means of networked piezoelectric transducers. The use of high frequency digital counters enables the propagation delay
between the activation of an ultrasonic transducer and the reception by similar transducers to be defined. By alternating
the duty cycle between transmit and receive modes, the system can track and triangulate the three-dimensional positions
for each transducer.
[0020] WO 96/25881 discloses a method for generating quasi real-time feedback for the purpose of guiding surgical,
therapeutical or diagnostical procedures by means of ultrasound imaging. The location of a surgical tool, a therapeutic
radiation field or a diagnostic energy field is related to the coordinate system of an intraoperative 2-D and/or 3-D ultrasound
imaging system, a 2-D plane of the volumetric information being extracted and displayed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0021] According the present invention there is disclosed an apparatus which displays ultrasound 3-D volumetric
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object data and 3-D interventional device data by projection onto a 2-D plane as claimed in the appended claims
[0022] The ultrasound imaging system of the present invention superimposes sectional views created from volumetric
ultrasound data and the location data for an intervention device, such as, but not limited to, a catheter. The position of
catheter may be shown, in one or more views, relative to organs and tissues within a body as the catheter is moved,
The catheter positional data is updated continuously and is superimposed on tissue images that may be updated less
frequently, resulting in real-time or near real- time images of the catheter relative to the tissues.
[0023] The superimposed images allow medical personnel to perform procedures such as angiograms with minimal
exposure of patients to x-rays and contrasting dye. However, the look and feel of the familiar fluoroscopy-like imaging
may be maintained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0024]

Figure 1 is a schematic sectional depiction of a patient and x-ray-equipment.

Figure 2 is a diagram of a 3-D image space

Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of point location among regularly spaced image data samples.

Figure 4 is a schematic diagram of irregularly spaced image data samples.

Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of a control panel.

Figure 6 is a flow chart of the imaging process.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0025] The present invention is directed at an apparatus for superimposing an image of an interventional medical
device, such as a catheter, and a three-dimensional (3-D) ultrasound image of an organ or tissues, such as a heart, and
creating one or more projections from the superimposed image data. The two sets of image data may be updated at
the same or different frequencies. The image of the medical device may be updated more frequently to show its current
location, as the device is guided or repositioned within a patient by medical personnel. The projections made from the
superimposed images preferably reflect the current location of the medical device, and depending on the frequency of
updating the image of the organ or tissues, may also show a real-time image of such organ or tissues.
[0026] The present invention may be used with a wide variety of interventional medical devices, such as, but not
limited to, catheters, probes, cannulas, stylets, and needles, and is not intended to be limited to use with any particular
interventional medical device. For convenience, this disclosure will use the term catheter, instead of the more generic
term intervention medical device, since the example, described is related to the use of the apparatus in cardiac procedure;
however, this is not meant to imply any limitation on the scope of the invention.
[0027] The present invention may be used in connection with ultrasound images of any organ, portion of an organ,
or group of organs, and the present invention is not intended to be limited, to any particular image subject matter, There
are situations in which it may be desirable to use the present invention in conjunction with x-ray methods. For example,
if an ultrasound transducer is positioned so that only locations in the vicinity of the heart can be imaged, x-ray methods
might be used to track a catheter from its insertion point near the groin until it comes into view with the transducer.
[0028] In an alternative arrangement an apparatus may be used with "4-D ultrasound images". That is, repetitive
sequences of 3-D images in time, such as, but not limited to, images of a heart beating as it goes through one or more
cycles. The 4-D ultrasound images may be depicted and displayed as repetitive sequences of images, or cine loops.
Alternatively, a single point in the time sequence may be selected, effectively transforming the 4-D image into a 3-D
image. Preferably, updates of the catheter location are allowed at a frequency independent of the repetitive sequence
frequency and the frequency of individual image frames within the sequence. This disclosure will use the term "dynamic
display" when 4-D image data is distinguished from 3-D image data. Otherwise, the term "image data" may apply to
either 3-D or 4-D image data.
[0029] The output of the present invention is one or more projections created from the superimposed image data.
Although the projections are typically displayed on one or more cathode ray tube (CRT) monitors, the present invention
may output the projections to any type of graphic display device(s), such as a thin film transitor flat screen display, or
to a graphic output file for storage or further image processing. The present invention is not intended to be limited to
use with any particular type of graphic display device or output file format. Multiple projections, typically taken from
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differing orientations with respect to the image data, are often beneficial in visualizing locations in a 3-D space. An
embodiment of the present invention uses two standard views, right anterior oblique (RAO) and left anterior oblique
(LAO) as "default" projection orientations.
[0030] As the trend towards faster computer processors continues, eventually the present invention will allow for real-
time or near real-time updates of projections created from 3-D image data. At present, the acquisition of image data,
and the projection processing discussed below, takes too long for such real-time updates. Given the current constraint
on computing power, the present invention is preferably used in an environment where the patient is immobilized. This
permits use of a single set of image data that may be used continuously while a catheter is moved relative to the patient
and the image data.
[0031] For purposes of the examples described below, references to a dynamic display embodiment of the present
invention, presumes that the position of the organs and tissue return to the same position and orientation within a patient
at the end of each repetitive sequence, or cycle. That is, the cycle may consist of "local" movement but no "global"
movement relative to the immobilized patient is anticipated. In contrast, movement of the catheter is anticipated, so the
location of the catheter is updated frequently, preferably in real-time. The updated catheter location is then superimposed
on the relatively static organ or tissue image data before the projections are created.
[0032] Collecting 3-D ultrasound image data, while certainly not a trivial procedure, is known to those of skill in the
art, and is not intended to be an element of the present invention. Rather, the present invention uses such data, however
collected, as input. U.S. Patent No. 5,181,514, issued to Salomon, et al. on January 26, 1993, describes a transesopha-
geal echo cardiography transducer device which may be used to collect3.D ultrasonic image data ("the ’514 patent").
This device, with a rotatable ultrasound transducer array, may be inserted into a patients esophagus and positioned
adjacent to the heart. A motor and drive mechanism, which remains external to the patient, is used control the probe
with the transducer array and obtain 3-D image data. A transesophageal transducer, such as described in the ’514
patent, might be used to collect cardiac image data. As the present invention is not limited to any particular apparatus
for collecting image data, it is intended that as advances are made in ultrasound data collection, the present invention
may utilize such improved image data as input.
[0033] Image data will preferably take the form of the 3-D array:

Or, in the case of image data for a dynamic display, in the form of the 4-D array.

Where I represents the echodensity, or "intensity," of the ultrasound image at a point defined by the 3-D Cartesian
coordinates x, y and z. The particular choice of orientation for the x, y and z axes does not affect the present invention.
Preferably, the axis orientation is used consistently. For a dynamic display, t refers to the instant in time representing
when the echodensity data was sampled within the repetitive sequence, Image data may be collected in different formats,
or coordinate systems, and then converted to the preferred format using transformation formulae known to those of
ordinary skill in the art.
[0034] In one embodiment of the present invention the I values at each sampled point in space will be binary repre-
sentations of the echodensity values. The values may be in either integer or floating point format. Although integer values
are typically better suited to efficient mathematical algorithms, this efficiency may be effectively lost if numerical inter-
polation methods using floating point values are selected for integration. The need for numerical interpolation and
integration will be further explained below. The I values, for monochromatic embodiments of the present invention, will
preferably map to a specific gray scale value that will be used to display the image. For example, eight bit integer I
values may represent 256 gray scaie values, from 0 to 255. Floating point I values may be grouped in ranges, each of
which corresponds to a gray scale resolution of the display. The range of gray scale resolution values chosen will depend
on both the characteristics of the display (where higher resolution produces better images) and the processing speed
of the image processing device (where higher resolutions require more calculations per pixel). Gray scales for displaying
images are known to those of ordinary skill in the art. The present invention is not intended to be limited to any particular
gray scale resolution.
[0035] In addition to the number of gray scale values, or gray scale resolution, the spatial resolution of the input image
data also effects both the quality of the display and the number of calculations required. That is, image data sampled
at many points in 3-D space will generally produce a better image than the same object sampled at fewer points. The
trade off being that the additional image sample points may require more calculations, which typically requires a more
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complex and rapid handling system or slows the image processing.
[0036] Although techniques for collecting the ultrasound image data are not within the scope of the present invention,
and image data is treated as input to the present invention, an embodiment of the present invention does allow a user
to call for an update of image data as needed. For example, if the medical personnel detect that a patient has shifted,
changing the relative position of the object being image and the catheter, new I (x, y, z) values may be collected. In
another embodiment of the present invention, a patient movement that is more than a pre-defined threshold amount
may trigger a call for updating the image data. As long as there is little or no relative movement between the object being
image and the catheter, there is no need to update the image data. Preferably, the catheter is located using the same
apparatus used to collect the 3-D ultrasound image data, I (x, y, z). The format of the catheter location data will depend
somewhat on the type of catheter used, as well as the associated means of locating the catheter.
[0037] The catheter location may correspond to the direct echodensity data depicting the image of the catheter,
including any image enhancement from active catheter devices such as a vibration mechanism. U.S. Patent No.
5,343,865, issued to Gardineer and Vilkomerson on September 6, 1994, describes a catheter vibrating mechanism ("the
’865 patient"). A vibrating mechanism, such as described in the ’865 patent, may enhance the visibility of a catheter, or
other interventional medical device, that is attached to it in an ultrasound imaging system. The present invention is
preferably used with such an active catheter. Potential benefits include faster imaging of the location, a clearer image,
and such an active catheter reduces the required sensitivity for the imaging system. The present invention is not, however,
intended to be limited to use with an active catheter, or any particular type of active catheter system. The image of the
catheter location may also be enhanced, for better visibility, through techniques such as brightening, increasing the
contrast, or enlarging the catheter image before superimposing the catheter location data and the 3-D image data. With
some embodiments of the present invention, a false image, or icon, may be used in place of the catheter image data.
Such techniques will be further described below. It is very important, however, that the catheter location be matched
closely to the coordinate system of the image data.
[0038] In-order to create projections of the 3-D image data, one or more projection planes must be defined. Figure
2 depicts a 3-D space or volume 22. Volume 22 is the portion of space containing the imaged objects, such as organs
within a patient’s body cavity, and could take virtually any 3-D shape. Volume 22 uses (global) axes 24 to define a
Cartesian coordinate system for orientation and measurement. A 2-D plane 26 is selected relative to volume 22, with
(local) axes denoted as (u, v). Typically, plane 26 is defined by a unit vector n̂, normal to (u, v). Unit vector n̂ can be
defined as:

and, because n̂ is a unit vector:

Where x̂, ŷ and ẑ are unit vectors along the x, y and z axes, respectively, and (n1, n2, n3) are the direction cosines of n̂.
Those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that there are many mathematically equivalent ways of defining plane 26
and its normal vector n̂.
[0039] Imposing the condition:

the directions of unit sectors û and v̂ can be defined, using the constant R, as;

where;
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and;

[0040] The construction of the projection on plane 26, can be calculated by performing the integration:

[0041] That is, the image data, I (x, y, z), is summed along the line x– onto P (u, v), where the vector x– is an integrating
line parallel to n̂ and is defined by the equation:

[0042] The starting point, x–s, is given by:

and,

where k is an integer and σ is the integration interval used for the numerical implementation.
[0043] S can be thought of as the thickness, or depth, of the image data used to create P (u, v). In some embodiments
of the present invention S, and the starting point x., are set such that the projection is created from only a relatively thin
slice of the image data I (x, y, z). Preferably, the depth of the image data used in projection plane 26 is defined by the
user along an axis parallel to n̂.
[0044] The numerical implementation of the integration used to calculate P (u, v) may require interpolation. That is,
the vector x– and integration interval σ may result in locations that do not directly coincide with any data sample locations
in I (x, y, z). Referring now to Figure 3, which depicts a set of image data values 28, corresponding to image sample
locations within I (x, y, z). Values 28 are shown, for clarity, as regularly spaced in three dimensions, although the same
principles apply for irregularly spaced image values. Location 30 is a point along x– used in the calculation of P (u, v),
that does not correspond to the location of any value 28. Those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that there are
many techniques available for assigning a data value to location 30. A few of these techniques are, in increasing order
of complexity, matching the value of the "nearest neighbour", averaging nearby values and computing weighted averages.
The present invention, however, is not intended to be limited to any particular interpolation technique.
[0045] U.S. Patent No. 5,226,113, issued to Cline, et al. on July 6, 1993, describes using reverse ray casting to project
volumetric images unto an image plane rotated at any arbitrary angle ("the ’113 patent"). The present invention takes
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3-D volumetric image data, as one input, and projects 3-D image data onto one or more image planes, which may be
rotated relative to the axes of the 3-D image data. The present invention may use the projection techniques of the ’113
patent, or any another technique, and is not intended to be limited to any particular method of projecting 3-D image data
to create a 2-D view in an image plane. U.S. Patent No. 5,865,750, issued to Hatfield, et al. on February 2, 1999, also
described using reverse ray casting to project volumetric images ("the ’750 patent"). Like the ’113 patent, the technique
described by the ’750 patent may be used by an embodiment of the present invention to project 3-D image data.
[0046] The above projection creation procedure may be repeated for each desired projection display. An embodiment
of the present invention allows the user to select a first projection, corresponding to either an RAO or a LAO orientation,
at a user selected number of degrees off the vertical, with a second projection (default) orientation corresponding to the
other. Preferably, defining the direction of the second projection orientation would require very little input from the user,
and instead would use translations from the first projection orientation to orient the second.
[0047] Presenting projections to medical personnel in a familiar format, such as RAO and LAO orientations, is merely
one capability of the present invention. Unlike x-ray images taken from only one or two orientations, the 3-D image data
I (x, y, z) used with the present invention may create virtually any view(s) a user might select. For example, a projection
could be created of the tissue in front of a catheter, as viewed along the axis of the catheter.
[0048] The simplest form for the image data, is equally spaced image samples in each of the x, y and z directions.
Unequally spaced, or irregularly spaced, samples may also be used with the present invention although the calculations
may become more complex, and time consuming. Irregularly spaced samples may also be pre-processed and converted
to equally spaced image samples, by any one of a variety of techniques, for use by an embodiment of the present
invention. An embodiment of the present invention may pre-process irregularly spaced I (x, y, z) data values. Referring
now to Figure 4, which depicts an irregularly spaced set of image data values 28, relative to a regular spacing location
template 32. Data values 28 may be used to interpolate, or create, data samples on template 32. Similar to the interpolation
discussed above, the present invention is not intended to be limited to any particular apparatus interpolating or translating
data values 28. Some projection algorithms may benefit from such a pre-processing of irregular image data into regularly
spaced locations.
[0049] A control panel for an embodiment of the present invention is shown in Figure 5. Joysticks 34 are used to
choose the orientation of one or more projections, and pairs of slide bars 36 choose the upper in lower limits of the depth
of the projections, S. Brightness 38 and contrast 40 controls allow the user to adjust the display on one or more CRTs
or other display devices. The present invention is not intended to be limited to any particular apparatus allowing a user
to choose a projection orientation or control the displays. Although direction cosines are used in this disclosure to describe
projection planes, it is not intended for a user to be restricted to inputting orientation information in that format.
[0050] In one embodiment of the present invention the location of the catheter is superimposed on the image data
after the projection(s) have been created. Generally, the creation of projections. P (u, v), from the image data file I (x,
y, z) is a relatively slow process. Although it is understood that the trend towards faster and less expansive computer
processing will ease this constraint, at the present time the projections are created less frequently than in real-time. This
means that as the catheter moves, first superimposing the catheter location and I (x, y, z) and then creating one or more
projections, P (u, v), may introduce a time-lag in displaying actual catheter location. Unlike the image data file I (x, y,
z), which typically contains non-zero data samples at many thousands of locations corresponding to the entire volume
of the imaged organs or tissues, the catheter location data will typically be relatively "sparse". That is, itwill contain much
fewer non-zero entries than I (x, y, z). An embodiments of the present invention exploits the fact that the catheter location
data is relatively sparse compared to I (x, y, z), and superimposes the catheter location directly on the projection(s). In
this way, the changing position of the catheter can be mapped onto the projection, without the need to re-create the
projection from each data point within I (x, y, z). In most cases, the relatively sparse catheter location data can be directly
superimposed on projections in much less time than is required to create the projection from I (x, y, z).
[0051] Figure 6 shows a flow chart of the imaging process where the intervention medical device location is superim-
posed 42 after the projection(s) are created 44, and then the projection with the device location is displayed 46, The
process of locating the device position 48 is repeated frequently, preferably at a frequency close to the display monitor
video refresh rate.
[0052] Re-starting the process, by obtaining updated images data 50, may be initiated by the user in situations such
as where there is patient movement With sufficient computer processing power, obtaining updated image data 50 may
be repeated at predetermined frequency without user action.
[0053] The location of the catheter is preferably detected by the same ultrasonic imagine equipment that is used to
create the image data, I (x, y, z), using the same global Cartesian coordinate system. By using an active catheter system,
such as the vibrating mechanism of the. ’865 patent, the "catheter image may be more easily detected, and distinguished
from, the relatively passive surrounding environment. An embodiment of the present invention may also use one or more
filters to further distinguish the active catheter image from background. Such filtering techniques are generally known
to those of ordinary skill in the art.
[0054] The catheter image may take one of two preferred formats. First, it may match the format of the input file I (x,
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y, z) with only a relatively limited number of non-zero entries. For the catheter image this file will be called IC (x, y, z).
In this format, IC (x, y, z) will contain the echodensity values of the catheter, corresponding to the actual 3-D image of
the catheter, as seen by the ultrasound transducer. As discussed above, the IC (x, y, z) values may be the post-filter
echodensity data.
[0055] Alternatively, the catheter image may correspond to one or more sets of Cartesian coordinates, representing
the coordinates of one or more locations on the catheter in 3-D space. That is, the actual ultrasound image of the catheter
is not used, only the coordinates of one or more points that may be used to determine the catheter location, and perhaps
its orientation.
[0056] Using two points on a catheter to locate and orient the catheter in space is known in the art, as illustrated by
Figure 9 in the ’853 patent. An embodiment of the present invention includes assignable attribute data field for each
coordinate, along with the coordinates of the one or more locations on the catheter. Such a data field may store an
intensity value corresponding to an amount of ultrasonic energy detected, for use in creating false color displays of the
catheter image.
[0057] Regardless of the format of the catheter location data, the present invention performs a transformation of that
location data into the coordinates of the projection(s). For catheter image files in the IC (x, y, z) format, this process may
resemble (mathematically) the creation of P (u, v) from I (x, y, z), only with a much sparser input file. The projected
catheter image(s) PC (u, v) can then be directly superimposed on the image data P (u, v). This procedure is repeated,
or performed as multiple parallel tasks, for each projection orientation.
[0058] For catheter location data stored as coordinate(s), or coordinate(s) and attribute data, only the individual
coordinates need to be transformed into the coordinate systems of the projections. That is, there is no need to perform
numerical integration on the larger number of data locations making up the catheter image. Such a transformation of
one or more points to the coordinate system of the projections may be performed relatively quickly, in either software
or hardware. The output of the transformation system may be two (planar) coordinates for each point location in a given
projection, and the values of the associated attribute data. Mapping a location symbol to a CRT display at the location
of these two coordinates is straight forward, and known to those of ordinary skill in the art. The attribute data may also
be used in conjunction with the location symbol. For example, "cross-hairs", or an arrow symbol, could be mapped onto
the CRT display of each projection at the current location of the catheter in that projection, with the color of the symbol
correlated to the magnitude of vibration detected in a vibrating catheter.
[0059] An embodiment of the present invention converts catheter image data in the form of a -I, (x, y, z) into one or
more coordinates representing the catheter location in order to speed the data processing. The full ultrasound image
of the catheter is sacrificed in such an embodiment, for the ease in processing data for only a few point locations.
However, with one or two point locations, and the prior knowledge of the catheter geometry, there is no need to directly
map the full catheter image to the display; all of the information can be carried by, or conveyed by, the symbols mapped
directly to the monitors.
[0060] Unlike the projection data created from the image data I (x, y, z), the superimposed catheter image does not
require that the image intensities (gray scales) be accurately transformed unto the displays, only that the catheter
locations be accurately transformed. It may be advantageous to modify the intensity of the catheter image, relative to
the other image data, for display clarity. One embodiment of the present invention uses the catheter location as the
center of projection depth when for creating the image for display.
[0061] Another embodiment of the present invention may use color image data files, where I(x, y, z) is replaced by
separate color space image files, such as IR,(x, y, z), IG(x, y, z) and IB(x, y, z) corresponding to an image in RGB color
space. Other color space formats may also be used, and the present invention, is not intended to be limited to any
particular color space representation. Given this disclosure, those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize how the present
invention may be adapted to work with such color images.
[0062] Although various embodiments are specifically illustrated and described herein, it will be appreciated that
modifications and variations of the present invention are covered by the above teachings and are with the purview of
the appended claims, without departing from the scope of the present invention. Moreover, the present invention may
be implemented in software, firmware as well as in hardware, and in a broad range of computer architectures and is
intended to be a general approach that includes a broad range of specific implementations.

Claims

1. An apparatus for displaying ultrasound three-dimensional volumetric object data and three-dimensional volumetric
interventional device data onto a two-dimensional plane (26), comprising:

apparatus for storing a first volumetric data file, wherein said first volumetric data file includes a plurality of
object intensity values (I(x, y, z)) obtained by direct measurement during an interventional procedure and a



EP 1 253 855 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

second volumetric data file which includes a plurality of interventional device intensity values (Ic(x, y, z)) obtained
by direct measurement at least once during the same interventional procedure;
means for defining a first projection plane (26) for displaying a first projection of object intensity values (I(x, y,
z)) and interventional device intensity values (Ic(x, y, z));
a first image projector adapted for creating a first two-dimensional projection image of said object on said first
projection plane (26), each value (P(u, v)) of the first projection image of the object being obtained by summing
the object intensity values (I(x, y, z)) along a line perpendicular to the first projection plane (26), and a two-
dimensional projection image of said interventional device on said first projection plane (26), each value (Pc(u,
v)) of the projection image of the interventional device being obtained by summing the interventional device
intensity values (Ic(x, y, a)) along said line perpendicular to the first projection plane (26);
an interventional device locator for locating (48) said interventional device at a device location; and
a first superimposer for superimposing (42) said two-dimensional projection image of the interventional device
and said two-dimensional projection image of the object on said first projection plane (26) to provide a first two-
dimensional display image.

2. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1, further comprising:

means for defining a second projection plane adapted to display a second projection of said object intensity
values (I (x, y, z));
a second image projector adapted to provide a second projection image of the object on said second projection
plane from said object intensity values (I(x, y, z)), each value of the second projection image of the object being
obtained by summing the object intensity values (I(x,y,z)) along a line perpendicular to the second projection
plane; and
a second superimposer for superimposing said two-dimensional projection image of the interventional device
and said second projection image of the object to create a second two-dimensional display image.

3. An apparatus in accordance with claim 2, wherein said second two-dimensional display image is a view useful to
medical personnel performing a procedure.

4. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1, wherein said first display image is a right anterior oblique (RAO) view of
the object.

5. An apparatus in accordance with claim 2, wherein said second display image is a left anterior oblique (LAO) view
of the object.

6. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1, wherein said first display image is a LAO view of the object.

7. An apparatus in accordance with claim 2, wherein said second display image is a RAO view of the object.

8. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1, further comprising:

means for specifying a range of said object intensity values (I (x, y, z)) in said first display image.

9. An apparatus in accordance with claim 2, further comprising:

means for specifying a range of said object intensity values (I(x, y, z)) in said second display image.

10. An apparatus in accordance with claim 8, wherein said first image range is centered on said interventional device
location as measured along a vector perpendicular to said object projection plane.

11. An apparatus in accordance with claim 9, wherein said second image range is centered on said interventional device
location as measured along a vector perpendicular to said object projection plane.

12. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1 or 2, further comprising a display image orientation control for defining a
line perpendicular to a projection plane from a user input or, a display. image orientation control for defining two
lines from a user input, where one line is perpendicular to a first projection plane and the other line is perpendicular
to a second projection plane.
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13. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1, wherein said first superimposer is capable of updating said device location
continuously.

14. An apparatus in accordance with claim 13, wherein said first superimposer is capable of updating said object intensity
values (I(x, y, z)) in response to user signal.

15. An apparatus in accordance with claim 13, wherein said first image projector is capable of updating said object
intensity values (I(x, y, z)) in real-time.

16. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1, wherein said interventional device locator is capable of responding to a
transmitted signal from said interventional device.

17. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1, further comprising an output file generator for storing said first two-
dimensional display image.

18. An apparatus in accordance with claim 2, further comprising:

means for defining a third projection plane for displaying a third projection of said object intensity values (I(x,
y, z)) and interventional device intensity values (Ic(x, y, z));
a third image projector adapted to create a third projection image of the object on said third projection plane,
each value of the third projection image of the object being obtained by summing the object intensity values (I
(x, y, z) along a line perpendicular to the third projection plane; and
a third superimposer for superimposing said two-dimensional projection-image of the interventional device and
said third projection image of the object to create a third two-dimensional display image.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zum Anzeigen dreidimensionaler volumetrischer Ultraschall-Objektdaten und dreidimensionaler volu-
metrischer Eingriffsvorrichtungsdaten auf einer zweidimensionalen Ebene (26), umfassend:

eine Vorrichtung zum Speichern einer ersten volumetrischen Datendatei, wobei die erste volumetrische Da-
tendatei eine Mehrzahl von Objektintensitätswerten (I(x, y, z)) enthält, die durch direkte Messung während
eines Eingriffs erhalten werden, und einer zweiten volumetrischen Datendatei, die eine Mehrzahl von Eingriffs-
vorrichtungs-Intensitätswerten (Ic(x, y, z)) enthält, die durch direkte Messung wenigstens einmal während des-
selben Eingriffs erhalten werden;
Mittel zum Definieren einer ersten Projektionsebene (26) zum Anzeigen einer ersten Projektion der Objektin-
tensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) und der Eingriffsvorrichtungs-Intensitätswerte (Ic(x, y, z));
einen ersten Bildprojektor, der so ausgeführt ist, dass er ein erstes zweidimensionales Projektionsbild des
Objekts auf der ersten Projektionsebene (26) erzeugt, wobei jeder Wert (P(u, v)) des ersten Projektionsbildes
des Objekts erhalten wird durch Summieren der Objektintensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) längs einer Linie senkrecht
zur ersten Projektionsebene (26), und ein zweidimensionales Projektionsbild der Eingriffsvorrichtung auf der
ersten Projektionsebene (26) erzeugt, wobei jeder Wert (Pc(u, v)) des Projektionsbildes der Eingriffsvorrichtung
erhalten wird durch Summieren der Eingriffsvorrichtungs-Intensitätswerte (Ic(x, y, z)) längs der Linie senkrecht
zur ersten Projektionsebene (26);
einen Eingriffsvorrichtungs-Lokalisierer zum Lokalisieren (48) der Eingriffsvorrichtung an einem Vorrichtungsort;
und
eine erste Überlagerungsvorrichtung zum Überlagern (42) des zweidimensionalen Projektionsbildes der Ein-
griffsvorrichtung und des zweidimensionalen Projektionsbildes des Objekts auf der ersten Projektionsebene
(26), um ein erstes zweidimensionales Anzeigebild bereitzustellen.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend:

Mittel zum Definieren einer zweiten Projektionsebene, das so ausgeführt ist, dass es eine zweite Projektion
der Objektintensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) anzeigt;
einen zweiten Bildprojektor, der so ausgeführt ist, dass er ein zweites Projektionsbild des Objekts auf der zweiten
Projektionsebene anhand der Objektintensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) bereitstellt, wobei jeder Wert des zweiten Pro-
jektionsbildes des Objekts erhalten wird durch Summieren der Objektintensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) längs einer
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Linie senkrecht zur zweiten Projektionsebene; und
eine zweite Überlagerungsvorrichtung zum Überlagern des zweidimensionalen Projektionsbildes der Eingriffs-
vorrichtung und des zweiten Projektionsbildes des Objekts, um ein zweites zweidimensionales Anzeigebild zu
erzeugen.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei das zweite zweidimensionale Anzeigebild eine Ansicht ist, die für medizinisches
Personal, das eine Behandlung durchführt, nützlich ist.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch1, wobei das erste Anzeigebild eine rechtsschräge Ansicht (RAO-Ansicht) des Objekts ist.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei das zweite Anzeigebild eine linksschräge Ansicht (LAO-Ansicht) des Objekts ist.

6. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das erste Anzeigebild eine LAO-Ansicht des Objekts ist.

7. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei das zweite Anzeigebild eine RAO-Ansicht des Objekts ist.

8. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend:

Mittel zum Spezifizieren eines Bereichs der Objektintensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) im ersten Anzeigebild.

9. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, ferner umfassend:

Mittel zum Spezifizieren eines Bereichs der Objektintensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) im zweiten Anzeigebild.

10. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 8, wobei der erste Bildbereich auf dem Eingriffsvorrichtungsort, längs eines Vektors
senkrecht zur Objektprojektionsebene gemessen, zentriert ist.

11. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei der zweite Bildbereich auf dem Eingriffsvorrichtungsort, wie längs eines Vektors
senkrecht zur Objektprojektionsebene gemessen, zentriert ist.

12. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, die ferner eine Anzeigebildorientierungskontrolle umfasst, um eine Linie senk-
recht zu einer Projektionsebene aus einer Benutzereingabe zu definieren, oder eine Anzeigebildorientierungskon-
trolle, um zwei Linien aus einer Benutzereingabe zu definieren, wobei eine Linie senkrecht zu einer ersten Projek-
tionsebene verläuft und die andere Linie senkrecht zu einer zweiten Projektionsebene verläuft.

13. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste Überlagerungsvorrichtung fähig ist, den Vorrichtungsort kontinuierlich
zu aktualisieren.

14. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 13, wobei die erste Überlagerungsvorrichtung fähig ist, die Objektintensitätswerte (I(x,
y, z)) in Reaktion auf ein Benutzersignal zu aktualisieren.

15. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 13, wobei der erste Bildprojektor fähig ist, die Objektintensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) in Echtzeit
zu aktualisieren.

16. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Eingriffsvorrichtungs-Lokalisierer fähig ist, auf ein von der Eingriffsvorrich-
tung gesendetes Signal zu antworten.

17. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, die ferner einen Ausgabedateigenerator umfasst zum Speichern des ersten zweidi-
mensionalen Anzeigebildes.

18. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, ferner umfassend:

Mittel zum Definieren einer dritten Projektionsebene zum Anzeigen einer dritten Projektion der Objektintensi-
tätswerte (I(x, y, z)) und der Eingriffsvorrichtungs-Intensitätswerte (Ic(x, y, z));
einen dritten Bildprojektor, der so ausgeführt ist, dass er ein drittes Projektionsbild des Objekts auf der dritten
Projektionsebene erzeugt, wobei jeder Wert des dritten Projektionsbildes des Objekts erhalten wird durch Sum-
mieren der Objektintensitätswerte (I(x, y, z)) längs einer Linie senkrecht zur dritten Projektionsebene; und
eine dritte Überlagerungsvorrichtung zum Überlagern des zweidimensionalen Projektionsbildes der Eingriffs-
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vorrichtung und des dritten Projektionsbildes des Objekts, um ein drittes zweidimensionales Anzeigebild zu
erzeugen.

Revendications

1. Appareil pour afficher des données volumétriques tridimensionnelles ultrasonores d’un objet et des données volu-
métriques tridimensionnelles d’un dispositif d’intervention sur un plan (26) à deux dimensions, comprenant:

un appareil destiné à stocker un premier fichier de données volumétriques, dans lequel ledit premier fichier de
données volumétriques comporte plusieurs valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) d’un objet obtenues par le biais d’une
mesure directe pendant une procédure d’intervention et un second fichier de données volumétriques qui com-
porte plusieurs valeurs d’intensité (Ic (x, y, z)) d’un dispositif d’intervention obtenues par le biais d’une mesure
directe au moins une fois pendant la même procédure d’intervention;
des moyens destinés à définir un premier plan de projection (26) pour afficher une première projection de
valeurs d’intensité (I)x, y, z) d’un objet et des valeurs d’intensité (Ic(x, y, z)) d’un dispositif d’intervention;
un premier projecteur d’image adapté pour créer une première image en projection à deux dimensions dudit
objet sur ledit premier plan de projection (26), chaque valeur (P(u, v)) de la première image en projection de
l’objet étant obtenue en faisant la somme des valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet le long d’une ligne per-
pendiculaire au premier plan de projection (26), et une image en projection à deux dimensions dudit dispositif
d’intervention sur ledit premier plan de projection (26), chaque valeur (Pc(u, v)) de l’image en projection du
dispositif d’intervention étant obtenue en faisant la somme des valeurs d’intensité (Ic(x, y, z)) du dispositif
d’intervention le long de ladite ligne perpendiculaire au premier plan de projection (26);
un localisateur de dispositif d’intervention destiné à localiser (48) ledit dispositif d’intervention à un emplacement
du dispositif; et
un premier dispositif de superposition destiné à superposer (42) ladite image en projection à deux dimensions
du dispositif d’intervention et ladite image en projection à deux dimensions de l’objet sur ledit premier plan de
projection (26) afin de procurer une première image d’affichage bidimensionnelle.

2. Appareil selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre:

des moyens destinés à définir un second plan de projection adapté pour afficher une seconde projection desdites
valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet;
un second projecteur d’image adapté pour procurer une seconde image en projection de l’objet sur ledit second
plan de projection d’après lesdites valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet, chaque valeur de la seconde image
en projection de l’objet étant obtenue en faisant la somme des valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet le long
d’une ligne perpendiculaire au second plan de projection; et
un second dispositif de superposition destiné à superposer ladite image en projection à deux dimensions du
dispositif d’intervention et ladite seconde image en projection de l’objet afin de créer une seconde image d’af-
fichage bidimensionnelle.

3. Appareil selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ladite seconde image d’affichage bidimensionnelle est une vue utile
à un personnel médical réalisant une procédure.

4. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ladite première image d’affichage est une vue oblique antérieure
droite (OAD) de l’objet.

5. Appareil selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ladite seconde image d’affichage est une vue oblique antérieure
gauche (OAG) de l’objet.

6. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ladite première image d’affichage est une vue OAG de l’objet.

7. Appareil selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ladite seconde image d’affichage est une vue OAD de l’objet.

8. Appareil selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre:

des moyens destinés à spécifier une plage desdites valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet dans ladite première
image d’affichage.
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9. Appareil selon la revendication 2, comprenant en outre:

des moyens destinés à spécifier une plage desdites valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet dans ladite seconde
image d’affichage.

10. Appareil selon la revendication 8, dans lequel ladite plage dans la première image est centrée sur ledit emplacement
du dispositif d’intervention tel qu’on la mesure le long d’un vecteur perpendiculaire audit plan de projection de l’objet.

11. Appareil selon la revendication 9, dans lequel ladite plage dans la seconde image est centrée sur ledit emplacement
du dispositif d’intervention tel qu’on la mesure le long d’un vecteur perpendiculaire audit plan de projection de l’objet.

12. Appareil selon la revendication 1 ou 2, comprenant en outre une commande d’orientation d’image d’affichage pour
définir une ligne perpendiculaire à un plan de projection d’après une entrée d’un utilisateur ou, une commande
d’orientation d’image d’affichage pour définir deux lignes d’après une entrée d’un utilisateur, où une ligne est per-
pendiculaire à un premier plan de projection et l’autre ligne est perpendiculaire à un second plan de projection.

13. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit premier dispositif de superposition est apte à mettre à jour de
manière continue ledit emplacement du dispositif.

14. Appareil selon la revendication 13, dans lequel ledit premier dispositif de superposition est apte à mettre à jour
lesdites valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet en réponse à un signal d’utilisateur.

15. Appareil selon la revendication 13 dans lequel ledit premier projecteur d’image est apte à mettre à jour en temps
réel lesdites valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet.

16. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit localisateur du dispositif d’intervention est apte à répondre à un
signal transmis depuis ledit dispositif d’intervention.

17. Appareil selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre un générateur de fichiers de sortie destiné à stocker ladite
première image d’affichage bidimensionnelle.

18. Appareil selon la revendication 2, comprenant en outre:

des moyens destinés à définir un troisième plan de projection pour afficher une troisième projection desdites
valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet et valeurs d’intensités (Ic(x, y, z)) du dispositif d’intervention;
un troisième projecteur d’image adapté pour créer une troisième image en projection de l’objet sur ledit troisième
plan de projection, chaque valeur de la troisième image en projection de l’objet étant obtenue en faisant la
somme des valeurs d’intensité (I(x, y, z)) de l’objet le long d’une ligne perpendiculaire au troisième plan de
projection; et
un troisième dispositif de superposition destiné à superposer ladite image en projection à deux dimensions du
dispositif d’intervention et ladite troisième image en projection de l’objet afin de créer une troisième image
d’affichage bidimensionnelle.
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摘要(译)

超声成像系统叠加由体积超声数据产生的截面图和用于干预装置（例如
导管）的位置数据。在一个或多个视图中，当介入装置移动时，可以相
对于身体内的器官和组织示出介入医疗装置的位置。介入装置位置数据
被连续更新并且叠加在可以较不频繁地更新的组织图像上，导致介入装
置相对于组织的实时或接近实时的图像。叠加的图像允许医务人员执行
诸如血管造影的程序，患者对X射线和对比染料的暴露最小或没有。可以
保持熟悉的类似荧光透视的成像的外观和感觉，或者可以提供介入医疗
装置相对于器官或组织的三维实时或近时投影图像。
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