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3. I:l Claims Nos.:
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did net invite payment of
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3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timaly paid by the applicant, this intsrnational search report covers
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4. Ne required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Genseguently, this international search repeort is
restricted te the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-8
Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applieant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's pratest but the applicable protest
foe was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-8

A system for performing a medical procedure with a catheter
comprising an ultrasound probe and a puncture assembly
comprising a needle guide and a needle.

2. claims: 9-11

A system for performing a medical procedure with a sheath
comprising two lumina and a channel connecting the lumina.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 12-20

Claims 12-18 are explicitly directed to a surgical method. The method
comprises inter alia the step of advancing a sheath into the vasculature
of a patient (i.e. the living human or animal body), which clearly
represents a substantial physical intervention on the body of the patient
requiring professional medical skills to be carried out. It also involves
substantial health risks, even when it is carried out with the required
medical professional care and expertise. Moreover, it is beyond question
that, when the claimed method is carried out, maintaining the life and
the health of the patient is important. Consequently, the method of
claims 12-18 is a method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery in the sense of Rule 39.1(iv) PCT.
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