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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Neos.: 1-3, 9-12

A diagnostic method practised on the human or animal body is a method
including features relating to: (i) the diagnosis for curative purposes
stricto sensu representing the deductive medical or veterinary decision
phase as a purely intellectual exercise, (ii) the preceding steps which
are constitutive for making that diagnosis, and (i1i) the specific
interactions with the human or animal body which occur when carrying
those out among these preceding steps which are of a technical nature. In
a diagnostic method practised on the human or animal body, the method
steps of a technical nature belonging to the preceding steps which are
constitutive for making the diagnosis for curative purposes stricto sensu
must satisfy the criterion "practised on the human or animal body. A
specific type and intensity of interaction with the human or animal body
is not required. A preceding step of a technical nature satisfies the
criterion "practised on the human or animal body" if its performance
implies any interaction with the human or animal body necessitating the
presence of the latter. More specifically, those preceding steps which
are constitutive for making the diagnosis are: 1. the examination phase
involving the collection of data, 2. the comparison of these data with
standard values, and 3. the finding of any significant deviation, during
the comparison. Claim 1 comprises the step of determining at least one of
brain swelling and brain shifting in a patient. This step is a diagnosis
for curative purposes stricto sensu and represent as such a deductive
medical or veterinary decision phase as a purely intellectual exercise.
Claim 1 further comprises the step of placing an ultrasound transducer
adjacent the brain of the patient, and determining at least one of
location and motion of a first tissue.. hased on information received by
the transducer. This step is clearly an examination phase invoelving the
collection of data. It is of technical nature and implies an interaction
with the human or animal body necessitating the presence of the latter.
The step thus satisfies the criterion "practised on the human or animal
body". The step of claim 1 "providing an intracranial pressure increase
alarm when an increase above a target amount in motion of the first
tissue portion relative to the second tissue pertion is determined"
clearly covers the preceding steps 2 and 3. These preceding step are
predominantly of non-technical nature. Accordingly, the method of claim 1
is a diagnostic method practised on the human or animal body and thus a
diagnostic method according to Rules 67.1(iv) and 39.1(iv)} PCT. The same
applies to the dependent method claims 2-3 and 9-12.
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