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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No

PCT/1B2009/055715

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

INV. A61B8/12 A61B1/005

According 1o Intemational Patant Glassification (IPC) or to bath nationa) classification and 1PG
B. FIELDS SEARCHED
MIniTEm documentation searched {classification system followed by classification symbols}

Dacumentation searched other kran minimum decumentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

Electronic data basa congulted during the intematione seerch (name of data base and, where practcal, search terms used)

EPO-Internal

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE HELEVANT

Category* | Chatlon of document, with indication, whare appropriate, of the relavant pesszges Relevant ta clalm Ne.

X US 6 592 520 B1 (PESZYNSKI MICHAEL [US] ET 1-8,

AL) 15 July 2003 (2003-07-15) 15-20
column 3, line 43 - line 65
column 9, Tine 40 - 1ine 56

figures 3,3a,8b

figures 8,12,13

X US 6 013 024 A (MITSUDA MIYUKI [JP] ET AL} 1-3
11 January 2000 (2000-01-11)
column 10, 1ine 61 - column 11, 1ine 32

D Further doouments are listed inthe continuation of Box C.

E Ses patent famlly annex.

* Speclal categories of ciied documents :

A" documment defining the general stale of the art which is not
considarad 10 be of particular relevance

“E" eqrlier document but publighad on or after the international
filing date

"L" dooument which may throw doubts on Friorﬁy claim(s) or
which Iz cited to blish the publication date of ancther
citatien or ather spaolel reagen (a9 specified)

0" docurnent referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or
other means

*P* document publishad prior to the intemational filing data bul
Inter than the priority dete clalmed

"T' later document published after the intemational filing date
of priarity date and not in confllet with the  apglication but
clted 1o understand the principle or thecry undenying the
inventian

“X* document of parlicular relsvance; the claimad Invantion
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considerad ta
Involva an invenlive step when the docoment iz taken alone

Y document of parfcular ralavance; the claimed Inventon
cannot be considered to lavolve an inventive step when the
documant is combined with one or more other such docu—
Fﬁqw' ?[uch combination being obvious to & person skilled
n the art.

"&" docurnent member of the same patent family

Daile of the actual completion of the inferalional search

18 March 2010

Drate af malling of the htemationai ssarch report

25/03/2010

Name and malilng address of the 1SA/
European Patent Offlce, P.B. 5818 Palentiaan 2
NL — 2280 HV Rijswijk
Tel. (+31-70) 340-204D,
Fau: (+31-70} 340-3016

Autharized officer

Bengtsson, Johan

Form PCTASA210 (second shael) [ApH] 2005}
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international Appiication: No. PG T/1B2009 /055715

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 27

Continuation of Box II.1
Clajms Nos.: 9-14

In accordance with Articles 17(2)(a)(i) and 17(2¥b) PCT, no
International Search Report has been established for claims 9-14, since
the claims involve a method of treatment on the human or animal body by
surgery in the sense of Rule 39.1 (iv) PCT. In particular, ciaim 2
implicitly includes the step of maneuvering an imaging probe inside the
human bedy ("...artlculating, by the one or more electromechanical
actuators, a flexible portion situated between the body portion and the
distal portion, the fiexible portion comprising a plurality of
articulating elements."), see also the description, page 12, lines 8-21.
This step is considered to involve a method of treatment on the human or
animal body by surgery in the sense of Rule 39.1 {iv} PCT. Further,
claim 9 {impliicitly includes the step of inserting an imaging probe into
the human body, see the description, page b, 1ines 19-30 and page 12,
1ines 22-27 and figure 3A. This step 1s considered to involve a method of
treat?eng on the human or animat body by surgery in the sense of Rule
39.1 (1v) PCT.
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Intemational application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/IB2009/055715

BoxNo, Il  Observations where cartaln claime wers found unsearchable (Gontinuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This interational search report has not been established in respect of certain clairms under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

1. D(:] Claims Nos.: 9-14
because they relate to subject matter not regulred 10 be searched by this Authorily, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to paris of the International application fhet do not comply with the prescribed requirements to auch
an extent that no meaningful international search can be canled out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.: .
bacause they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 5.4(a).

Box No. lil Observations whare unity of Invention Is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intematicnal Searching Authority found multiple inventions In this international application, as follows:

1. gs‘all required addifional search faes wars timsly paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers all searchable
aims.

2, D Qg daﬂ sn%alrfc;fgble claims eould be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Autherty did not invite payment ol
itio X

3. D As only soma of the required addiional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this imtematicnal search report covers
only those clalms for which feas wera paid, specifically claime Nos.:

4, [] No required additlonat search faes were timaly pald by tha applicant. Consaguently, this intetnational search repor is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest - The additional search fees were accompanied by the appllcant's protest and, where applicabla, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees ware accempanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
iee was not paid within the fime limit epecifiad in the invitation.

D Na protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCTASA/210 (continuation of first shest (2)) (Aprli 2005)
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Information on patent family mambers

International application No

PCT/IB2009/055715
Patent document Pubdicetion Patent family Publication
cited In search report date mambar(s) date
US 65925620 Bl 15-07-2003  NONE
Us 6013024 A 11-01-2000  NONE

“orm POT/I8A210 (patent family annex) (Aprl 2005)
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