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Intsrnational Appiieation No. PCT/US2008 /003576

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA! 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
1nvent1ons in this international application, as follows::

1. claims: 1-21, 32-41 52-67,75-83,91-109, 147-150, 172 179

In addition to the common - concept invention I defines
support layers which are interconnected with the acoustic
-attenuation material of the polymers layer in order to
provide greater rig1d1ty to the acoustic attenuation
structure.

’ . -

. claims: 22-31,68-74,110-133,140-146

In addition to the common concept fnvention II def1nes a
reinforcing material which is part of the backing layer and
which can be interleaved with voids (holes) and fibres in
order to find a balance between a desired acoustic .
attenuation property and a desired mechanical property of
the attenuation material.

. claims: 42-51,151-162

In addition to the common concept inventfion III defines a
second component of -the attenuation material having specific
flexural moduli in dependance of the porosity of the first
(polymers) component in order to provide a more flexible
composite structure of the attenuation material having
attenuation capabilities for acoustic and ultrasound
frequencies between 100 kHz .and 100 MHZ.

. claims: 84-90

In addition to the common concept invention IV defines a
backing layer having membranes with a plurality of sections
from which portions of the membranes have been removed

n order to provide an acoustic transducer with directional
properties. ‘

. claims: 134-139

In addition to the common concept invention ¥ defines a back .
face of the attenuation material which is in contact with a
fluld

. 1n order to achieve a better acoustic coupling between the
acoustic transducer array and.the probe assembly face.

. claims: 163-171,180-184
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Intemational Application No. PCT/US2008 /003576

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

- In addition to the common concept invention VI defines a
woven layer comprised of PTFE and having void spaces which
are filled with THY 1n order to achieve an increase ‘
acoustic attenuation. :
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