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Date of the actual eompletion of the intemational search Date of mailing of the international search report
06 December, 2004 (06.12.04) 21 December, 2004 (21.12.04)
Wame and mailing address of the ISA/ Auihorized officer
Japanese Patent Office
Facsimile No. Telephone No.

Form PCTASA/210 (second sheet) (January 2004)



(21) JP W02005/025425 Al 2005.3.24

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.

PCT/JP2004/013140

C {Continuation).

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category*

Citation of document, with indicaiion, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to clajim No.

A

Makoto YAMAKAWA et al., "Nyusen Shikkan no
Scshiki Dansei Eizoho ni yoru Chushutsu®,
Journal of Medical Ultrasonics, 15 April,
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L Claims Wos.: 22-24
because they relate to subject maiter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

The inventions as set forth in claims 22 to 24 are deemed to be concerned
with diagnostic methods te be practiced on the human body and thus relate
to a subject matter which this International Searching Authority is not
reguired, (continued to extra sheet.)

2 D Claims Nos.;
because they relate to parts of the ixternationa) application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
exient that ne meaningful interpational search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos,:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accerdance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(z).

Box No. II Ohbservations where unity of invention is lacking (Coutinustion of item 3 of first sheef)

This International Searching Autherity found muliiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The technical feature common to claims 1-21 is the one stated in claim 1.
However, the international search has revealed that this technical feature
is not novel since it is disclosed in document Hiroshi Kanal et al, Method
for Percutanecusly Evaluating the Distribution of Vessel Wall Hardness and
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51, No.8, pages 805 to 812.

Therefore, the technical feature of claim 1 cannot be considered as a special
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence.

Consequently, the inventions of claims 1-4, the inventions of claims 5-12,

{(Continued to extra sheet.)

1. [::] As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the spplicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims,

2 I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additions! fee, this Anthority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. [:] As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this internationai search Teport covers
oniy those ¢laims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4 No required additional search fees wers timely paid by the epplicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos: 1-4

Remark on Protest L1 The additional search foss were accompanied by ihe applicant’s protest,

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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