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(57) ABSTRACT

A biological analysis device includes: a pulse pressure
calculation unit that calculates a pulse pressure index related
to a pulse pressure of a biological body; an average blood
pressure calculation unit that calculates an average blood
pressure index related to an average blood pressure of the
biological body; and a blood pressure calculation unit that
calculates a systolic blood pressure and a diastolic blood
pressure in accordance with the pulse pressure index and the
average blood pressure index. At least one of the pulse
pressure index and the average blood pressure index is
calculated in accordance with a blood flow index which is
calculated from an intensity spectrum related to a frequency
of light reflected and received from an inside of the biologi-
cal body through radiation of a laser beam and is related to
a blood flow of the biological body.
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BIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS DEVICE,
BIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS METHOD, AND
PROGRAM

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a technology for
analyzing a biological body.

2. Related Art

[0002] Various measurement technologies for analyzing
biological information such as blood pressures have been
proposed in the related art. For example, JP-A-2004-154231
discloses a blood pressure measurement device that mea-
sures a blood pressure using a blood flow rate sensor
radiating an ultrasonic wave to a biological body. Specifi-
cally, the blood pressure measurement device calculates a
systolic blood pressure from a maximum value of an artery
diameter and a maximum value of a blood flow rate and
calculates a diastolic blood pressure from a minimum value
of the artery diameter and a minimum value of the blood
flow rate.

[0003] However, since noise is included in the calculated
value of the artery diameter, a maximum value suitable for
the calculation of a systolic blood pressure or a minimum
value suitable for the calculation of the diastolic blood
pressure may not be specified appropriately in some cases.
This is true for a blood flow rate. Accordingly, in the
technology of JP-A-2004-154231, a systolic blood pressure
and a diastolic blood pressure may not be calculated with
high precision.

SUMMARY

[0004] A biological analysis device according to a pre-
ferred aspect of the invention includes: a pulse pressure
calculation unit that calculates a pulse pressure index related
to a pulse pressure of a biological body; an average blood
pressure calculation unit that calculates an average blood
pressure index related to an average blood pressure of the
biological body; and a blood pressure calculation unit that
calculates a systolic blood pressure and a diastolic blood
pressure in accordance with the pulse pressure index and the
average blood pressure index. At least one of the pulse
pressure index and the average blood pressure index is
calculated in accordance with a blood flow index which is
calculated from an intensity spectrum related to a frequency
of light reflected and received from an inside of the biologi-
cal body through radiation of a laser beam and is related to
a blood flow of the biological body.

[0005] A biological analysis method according to a pre-
ferred aspect of the invention includes: calculating a pulse
pressure index related to a pulse pressure of a biological
body; calculating an average blood pressure index related to
an average blood pressure of the biological body; and
calculating a systolic blood pressure and a diastolic blood
pressure in accordance with the pulse pressure index and the
average blood pressure index. At least one of the pulse
pressure index and the average blood pressure index is
calculated in accordance with a blood flow index which is
calculated from an intensity spectrum related to a frequency
of light reflected and received from an inside of the biologi-
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cal body through radiation of a laser beam and is related to
a blood flow of the biological body.

[0006] A program according to a preferred aspect of the
invention causes a computer to function as: a pulse pressure
calculation unit that calculates a pulse pressure index related
to a pulse pressure of a biological body; an average blood
pressure calculation unit that calculates an average blood
pressure index related to an average blood pressure of the
biological body; and a blood pressure calculation unit that
calculates a systolic blood pressure and a diastolic blood
pressure in accordance with the pulse pressure index and the
average blood pressure index. At least one of the pulse
pressure index and the average blood pressure index is
calculated in accordance with a blood flow index which is
calculated from an intensity spectrum related to a frequency
of light reflected and received from an inside of the biologi-
cal body through radiation of a laser beam and is related to
a blood flow of the biological body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] The invention will be described with reference to
the accompanying drawings, wherein like numbers refer-
ence like elements.

[0008] FIG. 1 is a side view illustrating a biological
analysis device according to a first embodiment of the
invention.

[0009] FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating a temporal change in
a blood pressure.

[0010] FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which a function of the biological analysis device is focused
on.

[0011] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
focusing on elements calculating a pulse pressure.

[0012] FIG. 5 is a graph illustrating a temporal change in
a blood mass index.

[0013] FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating a temporal change in
a blood flow index.

[0014] FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating a relation between a
blood flow rate amplitude actually measured on a subject
and an amplitude of a temporal change in a calculated blood
mass index in a plurality of cases in which a skin thickness
of the subject is changed.

[0015] FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating a relation between a
blood flow rate amplitude actually measured on a subject
and an amplitude of a temporal change in a calculated blood
flow index in a plurality of cases in which a skin thickness
of the subject is changed.

[0016] FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a relation between a
blood flow rate amplitude actually measured on a subject
and a ratio of an amplitude of a temporal change in a blood
mass index and an amplitude of a temporal change in the
blood flow index in a plurality of cases in which a skin
thickness of the subject is changed.

[0017] FIG. 10 is a graph illustrating a temporal change in
a normalized blood quality index and a temporal change in
a normalized flood flow index.

[0018] FIG. 11 is a graph illustrating a relation between a
pulse wave velocity actually measured on a plurality of
subjects and a ratio of a blood mass integration value and a
blood flow integration value in the subjects.

[0019] FIG. 12 is a graph illustrating a relation between a
pulse pressure actually measured on a subject and a plurality
of product of an amplitude index and a resistance index on
the subjects.
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[0020] FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram illustrating a blood
vessel of an arm.

[0021] FIG. 14 is a graph illustrating a relation between a
distance from a heart to a specific part on a blood vessel and
an average blood pressure of the specific part.

[0022] FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating an average blood pressure are
focused on.

[0023] FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating a biological
analysis process executed by a control device.

[0024] FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating specific content
of a process of calculating a pulse pressure.

[0025] FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating specific content
of a process of calculating a resistance index.

[0026] FIG. 19 is a flowchart illustrating specific content
of a process of calculating an average blood pressure.
[0027] FIG. 20 is a flowchart illustrating specific content
of a process of calculating an average blood pressure.
[0028] FIG. 21 is a graph illustrating a relation between
blood pressures and kinds of blood vessels in a systemic
circulation.

[0029] FIG. 22 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating a pulse pressure are focused on
according to a modification example of the first embodi-
ment.

[0030] FIG. 23 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating a pulse pressure are focused on
according to a modification example of the first embodi-
ment.

[0031] FIG. 24 is a graph illustrating a temporal change in
a blood flow index.

[0032] FIG. 25 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating a pulse pressure are focused on
according to a modification example of the first embodi-
ment.

[0033] FIG. 26 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating a pulse pressure are focused on
according to a modification example of the first embodi-
ment.

[0034] FIG. 27 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating an average blood pressure are
focused on according to a modification example of the first
embodiment.

[0035] FIG. 28 is a table illustrating quality of an SN ratio
in a frequency bandwidth used in calculation of a blood flow
index in a detection signal and quality of an SN ratio in a
frequency bandwidth used in calculation of an absorbance
index in a detection signal in a plurality of cases in which a
distance between the light-emitting unit and the light-re-
ceiving unit is changed.

[0036] FIG. 29 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which a function of biological analysis device is focused on
according to a second embodiment.

[0037] FIG. 30 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which a function of a biological analysis device is focused
on according to a third embodiment.

[0038] FIG. 31 is a graph illustrating a change coefficient
of an average value of amplitudes of blood flow indexes over
a plurality of analysis periods and a change coefficient of an
average value of the blood flow indexes over the plurality of
analysis periods.

[0039] FIG. 32 is a schematic diagram illustrating a use
example of a biological analysis device according to a fourth
embodiment.
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[0040] FIG. 33 is a schematic diagram illustrating another
use example of the biological analysis device according to
the fourth embodiment.

[0041] FIG. 34 is a graph illustrating a relation between
actually measured values of a blood mass index and a third
power of a blood vessel diameter according to a fifth
embodiment.

[0042] FIG. 35 is a graph illustrating a relation between
average blood pressures and average blood pressures (cal-
culated values) according to the fifth embodiment.

[0043] FIG. 36 is a graph illustrating a frequency weighted
intensity spectrum according to a seventh embodiment and
a comparative example.

[0044] FIG. 37 is a graph illustrating a relation between an
average blood pressure (calculated value) in the comparative
example and an average blood pressure (actually measured
value).

[0045] FIG. 38 is a graph illustrating a relation between an
average blood pressure (calculated value) and an average
blood pressure (actually measured value) according to the
seventh embodiment.

[0046] FIG. 39 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
a biological analysis device according to a modification
example.

[0047] FIG. 40 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
a biological analysis device according to a modification
example.

[0048] FIG. 41 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
a biological analysis device according to a modification
example.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

[0049] FIG. 1 is a side view illustrating a biological
analysis device 100 according to a first embodiment of the
invention. The biological analysis device 100 is a measure-
ment instrument that measures biological information of a
subject in a non-invasive manner. The biological analysis
device 100 according to the first embodiment measures a
systolic blood pressure Pmax and a diastolic blood pressure
Pmin of a specific part (hereinafter referred to as a “mea-
surement region”) H of the body of a subject (user) as
biological information. In the following description, a wrist
or an upper arm of the subject is exemplified as the mea-
surement region H.

[0050] FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating a temporal change PT
in a blood pressure P. In the first embodiment, the systolic
blood pressure (maximum blood pressure) Pmax and the
diastolic blood pressure (minimum blood pressure) Pmin
during an analysis period (about 0.5 to 1 second) T equiva-
lent to one of beats are calculated. A sign AP in FIG. 2
denotes a pulse pressure during the analysis period T and a
sign Pave is an average blood pressure during the analysis
period T. The pulse pressure AP is a difference between the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin. A time length of the analysis period T is not
limited to one beat. For example, a period longer than a time
length equivalent to one beat may be set as the analysis
period T.

[0051] Here, knowledge that relations of Expressions (1)
and (2) below are approximately established among the
average blood pressure Pave, the pulse pressure AP, the
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systolic blood pressure Pmax, and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin can be obtained. Accordingly, the biological
analysis device 100 according to the first embodiment
calculates the pulse pressure AP and the average blood
pressure Pave and calculates the systolic blood pressure
Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin and from the
pulse pressure AP and the average blood pressure Pave.

2
Prax = Pave + §AP

1
Pmin = Pave_ §AP

[0052] The biological analysis device 100 in FIG. 1 is
mounted on the measurement region H (the upper arm or the
wrist). The biological analysis device 100 according to the
first embodiment is a wrist watch type portable device
including a casing 12 and a belt 14. The biological analysis
device 100 is mounted on the body of the subject by winding
the belt 14 around the measurement region H.

[0053] FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which a function of the biological analysis device 100 is
focused on. The biological analysis device 100 according to
the first embodiment includes a control device 21, a storage
device 22, a display device 23, a detection unit 30A, and a
detection unit 30B. The control device 21 and the storage
device 22 are installed inside the casing 12.

[0054] The display device 23 (for example, a liquid crystal
panel) is installed on, for example, a surface of the casing 12
opposite to the measurement region H, as illustrated in FIG.
1. The display device 23 displays various images including
a measurement result under the control of the control device
21.

[0055] Each detection unit 30 (30A and 30B) is a detection
device that generates a detection signal Z in accordance with
a state of the measurement region H. A detection signal ZA
generated by the detection unit 30A is used in calculation of
the pulse pressure AP. On the other hand, a detection signal
ZB generated by the detection unit 30B is used in calculation
of the average blood pressure Pave.

[0056] The control device 21 in FIG. 3 is an arithmetic
processing device such as a central processing unit (CPU) or
a field-programmable gate array (FPGA) and controls the
whole biological analysis device 100. The storage device 22
is configured with, for example, a nonvolatile semiconductor
memory and stores a program to be executed by the control
device 21 and various kinds of data to be used by the control
device 21. A configuration in which functions of the control
device 21 are distributed to a plurality of integrated circuits
can be adopted or a configuration in which some or all of the
functions of the control device 21 are realized by a dedicated
electronic circuit can also be adopted. In FIG. 3, the control
device 21 and the storage device 22 are illustrated as
separate elements, but the control device 21 containing the
storage device 22 can also be realized by, for example, an
application specific integrated circuit (ASIC) or the like.
[0057] The control device 21 according to the first
embodiment realizes a plurality of functions (a calculation
unit S1A, acalculation unit 51B, a pulse pressure calculation
unit 53, an average blood pressure calculation unit 55, and
a blood pressure calculation unit 57) of calculating the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
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sure Pmin by executing a program stored in the storage
device 22. Some of the functions of the control device 21
may be realized by a dedicated electronic circuit.

[0058] In general, the pulse pressure calculation unit 53
calculates the pulse pressure AP using a predetermined index
calculated from the detection signal ZA by the calculation
unit 51A. On the other hand, the average blood pressure
calculation unit 85 calculates the average blood pressure
Pave using a predetermined index calculated from the detec-
tion signal ZB by the calculation unit 51B. The blood
pressure calculation unit 57 calculates the systolic blood
pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin from
the pulse pressure AP calculated by the pulse pressure
calculation unit 53 and the average blood pressure Pave
calculated by the average blood pressure calculation unit 55.
As understood from the above-description, the detection unit
30A, the calculation unit 51A, and the pulse pressure
calculation unit 53 are elements that calculates the pulse
pressure AP, and the detection unit 30B, the calculation unit
51B, and the average blood pressure calculation unit 55 are
element that calculates the average blood pressure Pave.

Pulse Pressure AP

[0059] Hereinafter, a process of calculating the pulse
pressure AP will be described. Here, the blood pressure P is
known to be expressed in Expression (3) that represents the
following water-hammer. As understood from Expression
(3), the blood pressure P is expressed as a product of blood
density p, a pulse wave velocity PWYV, and a blood flow rate
V of a blood vessel.

P=pxPWVxV 3)

[0060] Since a temporal change in the blood density p and
the pulse wave velocity PWV is small, an amount of change
of the blood density p and an amount of change of the pulse
wave velocity PWV during the analysis period T can be
considered to be constant. Accordingly, as expressed in
Expression (4), the pulse pressure (that is, an amount of
change of a pressure during the analysis period T) AP is
expressed as a product of the blood density p, the pulse wave
velocity PWV, and an amount of change (that is, an ampli-
tude of a temporal change in the blood flow rate of a
biological body) AV of the blood flow rate V during the
analysis period T. The blood density p can be set to a
predetermined value (for example, 1070 kg/m®) since an
individual difference is small. That is, by calculating the
pulse wave velocity PWV and an amplitude (hereinafter
referred to as a “blood flow rate amplitude™) AV of the blood
flow rate V, it is possible to calculate the pulse pressure AP.

AP=pxPWVxAV )

[0061] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
focusing on elements (the detection unit 30A, the calculation
unit 514, and the pulse pressure calculation unit 53) calcu-
lating the pulse pressure AP. The detection unit 30A accord-
ing to the first embodiment includes a detection device 30A1
(an example of a first detection device). The detection device
30A1 is an optical sensor module that generates a detection
signal ZA1 in accordance with a state of the measurement
region H. Specifically, the detection device 30A1 includes a
light-emitting unit E and a light-receiving unit R. The
light-emitting unit E and the light-receiving unit R are
installed at, for example, positions (generally, a surface in
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contact with the measurement region H) of the casing 12
facing the measurement region H.

[0062] The light-emitting unit E is a light source that
radiates light to the measurement region H. The light-
emitting unit E according to the first embodiment radiates a
coherent laser beam to the measurement region H (biologi-
cal body) with a narrowband. For example, a light-emitting
element such as a vertical cavity surface emitting LASER
(VCSEL) that emits a laser beam by resonance in a resonator
is used appropriately as the light-emitting unit E. The
light-emitting unit E according to the first embodiment
radiates, for example, light with a predetermined wavelength
(for example, 800 nm to 1300 nm) in a near infrared area to
the measurement region H. The light-emitting unit E emits
light under the control of the control device 21. The light
emitted by the light-emitting unit E is not limited to the near
infrared light.

[0063] Light incident on the measurement region H from
the light-emitting unit E is repeatedly diffused and reflected
while passing through the inside of the measurement region
H to exit to the side of the casing 12. Specifically, the light
passing through blood vessels inside the measurement
region H and blood in the blood vessels exits from the
measurement region H to the side of the casing 12.

[0064] The light-receiving unit R receives the laser beam
reflected inside the measurement region H. Specifically, the
light-receiving unit R generates a detection signal ZAl
indicating a light reception level of the light passing through
the measurement region H. For example, a light-receiving
element such as a photodiode (PD) that generates charges in
accordance with the light reception intensity is used as the
light-receiving unit R. Specifically, a light-receiving element
in which a photoelectric conversion layer is formed of
indium, gallium, and arsenic (InGaAs) having high sensi-
tivity in a near infrared area is suitable as the light-receiving
unit R. As understood from the above description, the
detection device 30A1 according to the first embodiment is
a reflective optical sensor in which the light-emitting unit E
and the light-receiving unit R are located on side of the
measurement region H. Here, a transmissive optical sensor
in which the light-emitting unit E and the light-receiving
unit R are located on opposite sides with the measurement
region H interposed therebetween may be used as the
detection device 30A1. The detection device 30A1 includes,
for example, a driving circuit that drives the light-emitting
unit E by applying a driving current and output circuits (for
example, an amplification circuit and an A/D converter) that
perform amplification and A/D conversion on a signal output
by the light-receiving unit R, but these circuits are not
illustrated in FIG. 4.

[0065] The light arriving at the light-receiving unit R
includes a component diffused and reflected from a tissue (a
stationary tissue) stationary inside the measurement region
H and a component diffused and reflected from an object
(generally, a red blood cell) moving inside a blood vessel
inside the measurement region H. The frequency of light
before and after the diffusion and reflection from a stationary
tissue is not changed. However, before and after diffusion
and reflection from a red blood cell, the frequency of light
is changed by an amount of change (hereinafter referred to
as a “frequency shift amount” proportional to a movement
speed (that is, a blood flow rate) of the red blood cell. That
is, the light passing through the measurement region H and
arriving at the light-receiving unit R contains a component
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that is changed (frequency-shified) by the frequency shift
amount with respect to the frequency of the light emitting
the light-emitting unit E. The detection signal ZA1 supplied
to the control device 21 is an optical beat signal in which the
frequency shift by a blood flow inside the measurement
region H is reflected.

[0066] The calculation unit 51A according to the first
embodiment includes an index calculation unit 51A1. The
index calculation unit 51A1 calculates a blood mass index
MA1 and a blood flow index FA1 of the measurement region
H from the detection signal ZA1 generated by the detection
device 30A1. The blood mass index MA1 (so-called MASS
value) is an index related to a blood mass (specifically, the
number of red blood cells in a unit volume) of a biological
body. A blood mass is changed in conjunction with pulsation
of a blood vessel diameter synchronized with a beat of a
heart. That is, the blood mass index MA1 also correlates
with a blood vessel diameter. Accordingly, the blood mass
index MA1 can be paraphrased as an index of a blood vessel
diameter (further, a unit area of a blood vessel) of a
biological body. On the other hand, the blood flow index
FA1 (so-called FLOW value) is an index related to a blood
flow of a biological body (that is, a volume of blood moving
in an artery in a unit time).

[0067] The index calculation unit 51A1 calculates an
intensity spectrum from the detection signal ZA1 and cal-
culates the blood mass index MA1 and the blood flow index
FA1 from the intensity spectrum. The intensity spectrum is
a distribution of an intensity (power or amplitude) G(f) of a
signal component of the detection signal ZAl at each
frequency (Doppler frequency) on a frequency axis. In the
calculation of the intensity spectrum, any known frequency
analysis such as fast Fourier transform (FFT) can be
adopted. The calculation of the intensity spectrum 1is
executed repeatedly at a period shorter than the analysis
period T.

[0068] The blood mass index M (MA1) is expressed in
Expression (5a) below. A sign <I*> in Expression (5a) is an
average intensity over the whole bandwidth of the detection
signal ZA1 or an intensity G(0) (that is, an intensity of a
direct-current component) at 0 Hz in the intensity spectrum.
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[0069] As understood from Expression (5a), the blood
mass index MA1 is calculated by integrating the intensity
G(f) of each frequency f in the intensity spectrum in a range
between a lower limit [ and upper limit fH on the frequency
axis. The lower limit fL is less than the upper value fH. The
blood mass index MA1 may be calculated by calculating
Expression (5b) below in which an integral of Expression
(5a) 1is replaced with a total sum (7). The sign Af in
Expression (5b) is a bandwidth corresponding to one inten-
sity G(f) on the frequency axis and is equivalent to a
horizontal width of each rectangle when the intensity spec-
trum is approximated with a plurality of rectangles arranged
on the frequency axis. The calculation of the blood mass
index MAL1 is repeatedly executed at a period shorter than
the analysis period T. FIG. 5 is a graph illustrating a
temporal change MT in the blood mass index M (MA1)
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calculated during the analysis unit T by the index calculation
unit 51A1. In addition to the blood mass index MA1
according to the first embodiment, blood mass indexes M
(MB1, MA3, and MC) to be exemplified in each embodi-
ment to be described below are also calculated as the blood
mass index M of Expression (5a) or (5b). As understood
from the above description, the blood mass index M is
calculated (specifically, the intensity of each frequency in
the intensity spectrum is integrated in a predetermined
frequency range) from an intensity spectrum related to the
frequency of light reflected and received inside in a biologi-
cal body by radiating a laser beam.

H (5b)
DL AF-G()
Mo =i
B
[0070] The blood mass index F (FA1) is expressed in

Expression (6a) below.
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[0071] As understood from Expression (6a), the blood
flow index FA1 is calculated by integrating a product
(fxG(f)) of the intensity G(f) of each frequency f in the
intensity spectrum and the frequency fin a range between a
lower limit fL and an upper limit fH on the frequency axis.
Hereinafter, the product (fxG(f)) of the intensity G(f) of each
frequency f in the intensity spectrum and the frequency f is
referred to as a “frequency weighted intensity spectrum”.
The blood mass index FA1 may be calculated by calculating
Expression (6b) below in which an integral of Expression
(6a) is replaced with a total sum (Z). The flood mass index
FA1 is repeatedly calculated at a period shorter than the
analysis period T. FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating a temporal
change FT in the blood flow index F (FA1) calculated during
the analysis unit T by the index calculation unit 51A1. In
addition to the blood flow index FA1 according to the first
embodiment, blood flow indexes F (FB1, FA3, and FC) to be
exemplified in each embodiment to be described below are
also calculated as the blood flow index F of Expression (6a)
or (6b). As understood from the above description, the blood
flow index F is calculated (specifically, the product of the
intensity of each frequency in the intensity spectrum and the
frequency is integrated in a predetermined frequency range)
from an intensity spectrum related to the frequency of light
reflected and received inside in a biological body by radi-
ating a laser beam.
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[0072] The pulse pressure calculation unit 53 in FIG. 4
calculates the pulse pressure AP. Specifically, the pulse
pressure calculation unit 53 calculates the pulse pressure AP

Feb. 21, 2019

of the measurement region H using the blood mass index
MA1 and the blood flow index FA1 calculated by the index
calculation unit 51A1. The pulse pressure calculation unit 53
according to the first embodiment includes an amplitude
calculation unit 531, a resistance calculation unit 533, and a
processing unit 535.

[0073] The amplitude calculation unit 531 calculates an
index related to the blood flow amplitude AV (hereinafter
referred to as an “amplitude index”) using the blood mass
index MA1 and the blood flow index FA1 generated by the
index calculation unit 51A1. Specifically, the amplitude
calculation unit 531 calculates an amplitude index in accor-
dance with an amplitude AM of the temporal change MT in
the blood mass index MA1 and an amplitude AF of the
temporal change FT in the blood mass index F. As exem-
plified in FIG. 5, the amplitude AM is a difference between
the maximum value Mmax and the minimum value Mmin of
the blood mass index M (MA1) during the analysis period T.
As exemplified in FIG. 6, the amplitude AF is a difference
between the maximum value Fmax and the minimum value
Fmin the blood flow index F (FA1) during the analysis
period T.

[0074] FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating a relation between the
blood flow rate amplitude AV actually measured on the
subject and the amplitude AM specified by the index calcu-
lation unit 51A1. FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating a relation
between the blood flow rate amplitude AV actually mea-
sured on the subject and the amplitude AF specified by the
index calculation unit 51A1. FIGS. 7 and § illustrate a
plurality of cases in which a skin thickness of the subject is
changed. The skin thickness is a distance between the
surface of the skin and a blood vessel. The blood flow rate
amplitude AV is an actually measured value by a known
measurement technology. As ascertained from FIGS. 7 and
8, each of the amplitude AM and the amplitude AF correlates
with the blood flow amplitude AV and is considerably
changed in accordance with a skin thickness. FIG. 9 is a
graph illustrating a relation between the blood flow rate
amplitude AV actually measured on the subject and a ratio
of the amplitude AM and the amplitude AF specified by the
index calculation unit 51A1 (specifically, a ratio of the
amplitude AF to the amplitude AM) in the plurality of cases
in which the skin thickness of the subject is changed. As
ascertained from FIG. 9, it is possible to obtain the knowl-
edge that the ratio (AF/AM) of the amplitude AF to the
amplitude AM positively correlates with the blood flow rate
amplitude AV (when one of the amplitudes increases, the
other also increases) and a change in accordance with the
skin thickness is small. As a background of the foregoing
knowledge, the amplitude calculation unit 531 according to
the first embodiment calculates the ratio (AF/AM) of the
amplitude AF to the amplitude AM as an amplitude index.

[0075] The resistance calculation unit 533 in FIG. 4 cal-
culates an index related to the pulse wave velocity PWV
using the blood mass index MA1 and the blood flow index
FA1 generated by the index calculation unit 51A1. The pulse
wave velocity PWV correlates with blood vessel resistance.
Specifically, when the blood vessel resistance is high, the
pulse wave velocity PWV tends to be faster. On the basis of
this tendency, an index related to the pulse wave velocity
PWYV is referred to as a “resistance index”. That is, the
resistance calculation unit 533 calculates a resistance index
using the blood mass index MA1 and the blood flow index
FAL. Specifically, the resistance index is calculated in accor-
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dance with a value (hereinafter referred to as a “blood mass
integration value”) SM obtained by integrating the blood
mass index MA1 during an integration period and a value
(hereinafter referred to as a “blood mass integration value™)
SF obtained by integrating the blood flow index FA1 during
the integration period. For example, the integration period is
identical to the analysis period T (that is, a period equivalent
to one of beats). The integration period may be different
from the analysis period T.

[0076] In the first embodiment, the resistance index is
calculated in accordance with the blood mass integration
value SM obtained by integrating a normalized blood mass
index MN during the analysis period T and the blood flow
integration value SF obtained by integrating the normalized
blood flow index FN during the analysis period T. The
normalized blood mass index MN is a numerical value
obtained by normalizing the blood mass index MA1 within
a normalization range, and the normalized blood flow index
FN is a numerical value obtained by normalizing the blood
flow index FA1 within the normalization range.

[0077] FIG. 10 is a graph illustrating a temporal change
MNT in a normalized blood quality index MN and a
temporal change FNT in a normalized flood flow index FN.
FIG. 10 illustrates a case in which each of the blood mass
index (blood quantity index) MA1 and the blood flow index
FAl is normalized in a normalization range equal to or
greater than 0 and equal to or less than 1. That is, the blood
mass index MA1 and the flood flow index FA1 are normal-
ized so that the minimum value Mmin and the minimum
value Fmin during the analysis period T are 0 and the
maximum value Mmax and the maximum value Fmax
during the analysis period T are 1. That is, the amplitude
AMN of the normalized blood mass index MN and the
amplitude AFN of the normalized blood flow index FN are
1. Specifically, the blood mass integration value SM is a
temporal integration value of the normalized blood mass
index MN during the analysis period T, and the blood flow
integration value SF is a temporal integration value of the
normalized blood flow index FN during the analysis period
T. The area of a region surrounded by a curve line repre-
senting a temporal change MNT of the normalized blood
mass index MN and a time axis (a straight line of MN=0) is
the blood mass integration value SM, and the area of a
region surrounded by a curve line representing a temporal
change FNT of the normalized blood flow index FN and a
time axis (a straight line of FN=0) is the blood flow
integration value SF.

[0078] FIG. 11 is a graph illustrating a relation between
the pulse wave velocity PWV actually measured on a
plurality of subjects and a ratio of the blood mass integration
value SM and the blood flow integration value SF on
subjects. The pulse wave velocity PWV is an actually
measured value by a known measurement technology. As
ascertained from FIG. 11, it is possible to obtain the knowl-
edge that the pulse wave velocity PWV correlates with the
ratio of the blood mass integration value SM and the blood
mass integration value SF (specifically, a ratio of the blood
flow integration value SF to the blood mass integration value
SM). As a background of the foregoing knowledge, the
resistance calculation unit 533 according to the first embodi-
ment calculates the ratio (SF/SM) of the blood mass inte-
gration value SM and the blood flow integration value SF as
a resistance index.
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[0079] The processing unit 535 in FIG. 4 calculates the
pulse pressure AP in accordance with the amplitude index
calculated by the amplitude calculation unit 531 and the
resistance index calculated by the resistance calculation unit
533. Specifically, the processing unit 535 calculates the
pulse pressure AP in accordance with the product of the
amplitude index and the resistance index using Expression
(4) described above. FIG. 12 is a graph illustrating a relation
between the pulse pressure AP actually measured on a
plurality of subject and a product of the amplitude index
(AF/AM) and a resistance index (SF/SM) on the subjects.
The pulse pressure AP is an actually measured value by a
known measurement technology. As ascertained from FIG.
12, the product ((AF/AM)x(SF/SM)) of the amplitude index
and the resistance index correlates with (specifically, has a
proportional relation with) the pulse pressure AP. Accord-
ingly, the pulse pressure AP is expressed in Expression (7)
below. As understood from Expression (7), the pulse pres-
sure AP can be calculated by multiplying the product of the
amplitude index and the resistance index by a predetermined
coeflicient K. For example, the coefficient K is set in
accordance with an attribute (for example, age, sex, and
weight) of the subject. As understood from the above-
description, the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 functions
as an element that calculates the pulse pressure AP in
accordance with the blood mass integration value SM and
the blood flow integration value SF.

SF _AF M
AP=KX—x—
SM " AM

[0080] As described above, in the first embodiment, the

amplitude index (AF/AM) is calculated in accordance with
the amplitude AM of the temporal change MT in the blood
mass index MA1 and the amplitude AF of the temporal
change FT in the blood flow index FA1, the resistance index
(SF/SM) is calculated in accordance with the blood mass
integration value SM and the blood flow integration value
SF, and the pulse pressure AP is calculated from the ampli-
tude index and the resistance index. In each calculation of
the foregoing indexes (the amplitude index, the resistance
index, and the pulse pressure AP), a cuff is unnecessary in
principle. Accordingly, it is possible to calculate the pulse
pressure AP with high precision while reducing a physical
load of a subject.

[0081] In the first embodiment, in particular, it is possible
to calculate the pulse pressure AP with high precision using
the tendency of the correlation of the product of the ratio
(AF/AM) of the amplitude AM and the amplitude AF and the
ratio (SF/SM) of the blood mass integration value SM and
the blood flow integration value SF with the pulse pressure
AP. Further, by taking the ratio of the amplitude AM of the
blood mass index MA1 and the amplitude AF of the blood
flow index FA1, it is possible to calculate an amplitude index
with high precision even when a skin thickness is changed.

Average Blood Pressure Pave

[0082] Hereinafter, a process of calculating the average
blood pressure Pave will be described. FIG. 13 is a sche-
matic diagram illustrating a blood vessel of an arm. FIG. 13
illustrates an artery (for example, a radial artery) Y1 and an
arteriole (for example, a finger artery) Y2 connected to the
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artery Y1. As exemplified in FIG. 3, a site X1 is a prede-
termined site in the artery Y1, a site X2 is a site between the
artery Y1 and an arteriole Y2, and a site X3 is a site of an
erasure of the arteriole Y2. That is, the site X1 is closer to
a heart than the site X3.

[0083] A relation among a blood pressure P1 at the site X1
in the artery Y1, a blood pressure P2 at the site X2 between
the artery Y1 and the arteriole Y2, and a blood pressure P3
at the site X3 of the erasure of the arteriole Y2 is expressed
in Expressions (8) and (9) below using the Hagen-Poiseuille
law. A sign L1 in Expression (8) is the length of the artery
Y1, a sign Q1 is a blood flow of the artery Y1, and a sign
dl is a blood vessel diameter (radius) of the artery Y1. A sign
L2 in Expression (9) is the length of the arteriole Y2, a sign
Q2 is a blood flow of the arteriole Y2, and a sign d2 is a
blood vessel diameter (radius) of the arteriole Y2. A sign p
in Expressions (8) and (9) is blood density.

8pL, 0 ®)
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[0084] An amount of change (that is, P1-P3) of a blood

pressure from the site X1 to the site X3 is expressed in
Expression (10) below using Expressions (8) and (9).

_3pLiQ1  8pLr0 (10)
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[0085] FIG. 14 is a graph illustrating a relation between a

distance from a heart to a specific part on a blood vessel and
an average blood pressure of the specific part. As understood
from FIG. 14, the amount of change (that is, P1 -P2) of the
blood pressure from the site X1 to the site X2 tends to be
sufficiently smaller than an amount of change (that is,
P2-P3) of a blood pressure from the site X2 to the site X3.
Specifically, the amount of change (P1-P2) is about 1 to 5
mmHg and the amount of change (P2-P3) is about 100
mmHg. The blood pressure P3 at the site X3 of the erasure
of the arteriole Y2 is known to be very small (for example,
a few mmHg). Accordingly, when the blood pressure P3 of
the amount of change (P1-P2) is assumed to be 0 mmHg,
Expression (11) below is derived from Expression (10). As
understood from Expression (11), the blood pressure P1 is
approximate to the amount of change (P1-P3).

_ 8pL0p an
Pi-P3xP = e
[0086] Since an individual difference in the blood density

p is small, the blood density p can be set to a predetermined
value (for example, 1070 kg/m*). The distance L2 can be set
to a predetermined value estimated from a height, a sex, and
the like of a subject. That is, by calculating a blood flow Q2
and a blood vessel diameter d2 of the arteriole Y2, the blood
pressure P1 of the artery Y1 can be calculated. Accordingly,
according to the first embodiment, the average blood pres-
sure Pave is calculated using Expression (11).
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[0087] FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements (the detection unit 30B, the calculation unit
51B, and the average blood pressure calculation unit 55)
calculating the average blood pressure Pave are focused on.
The detection unit 30B according to the first embodiment
includes a detection device 30B1 (an example of a second
detection device). The detection device 30B1 is an optical
sensor module that generates a detection signal ZB1 in
accordance with a state of the measurement region H. The
detection device 30B1 includes a light-emitting unit E and a
light-receiving unit R similar to those of the detection device
30A1 in FIG. 4. The light-emitting unit E and the light-
receiving unit Rare installed, for example, at positions of the
casing 12 facing the measurement region H (generally, a
surface in contact with the measurement region H).

[0088] The calculation unit 51B in FIG. 15 includes an
index calculation unit 51B1. The index calculation unit
51B1 calculates a blood vessel diameter index and a blood
flow index FB1 of the measurement region H. The blood
vessel diameter index is an index related to a blood vessel
diameter (and a cross-sectional area of a blood vessel) of a
biological body. As described above, the blood vessel diam-
eter index correlates with the blood mass index M. Accord-
ingly, according to the first embodiment, the blood mass
index M is exemplified as a blood vessel diameter index.
Specifically, the index calculation unit 51B1 calculates the
blood mass index MB1 and the blood flow index FB1 of the
measurement region H from the detection signal ZB1 gen-
erated by the detection device 30B1. The blood mass index
MBI is calculated from Expression (5a) or (5b) described
above and the flood flow index FBI is calculated from
Expression (6a) or (6b) described above.

[0089] The average blood pressure calculation unit 55
calculates the average blood pressure Pave of the biological
body. Specifically, the average blood pressure calculation
unit 55 calculates the average blood pressure Pave of the
biological body in accordance with the blood mass index
MBI and the blood flow index FB1 calculated by the index
calculation unit 51B1. The average blood pressure calcula-
tion unit 55 according to the first embodiment calculates the
average blood pressure Pave in accordance with an average
value Mave obtained by averaging the blood mass indexes
MB1 during the analysis period T and an average value Fave
obtained by averaging the blood flow indexes FB1 during
the analysis period T. The average value Mave is an average
(for example, a simple average or a weighted average) of the
plurality of blood mass indexes MB1 calculated during the
analysis period T. The average value Fave is an average (for
example, a simple average or a weighted average) of the
plurality of blood flow indexes FB1 calculated during the
analysis period T.

[0090] As described above, the blood mass index M
correlates with a blood vessel diameter d. Specifically, a
cubic root (M*?) of the blood mass index M is equivalent to
the blood vessel diameter d. The third power of the blood
vessel diameter d2 is paraphrased to be equivalent to the
blood mass index M. The blood flow index F is equivalent
to ablood flow Q. In consideration of the foregoing relation,
Expression (11) described above is modified into Expression
(12) below.

Pave - K)( F(ZVE (12)
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[0091] The average blood pressure calculation unit 55
according to the first embodiment calculates the average
blood pressure Pave by calculation of Expression (12). A
sign K is a coeflicient determined in advance in accordance
with the blood density p, a length 1.2 of an arteriole, and the
like. As understood from Expression (12), the average blood
pressure Pave is calculated in accordance with Fave/Mave”
3. The coeflicient K is set from an actually measured value
of the average blood pressure Pave actually measured, for
example, using a cuff or the like and a calculated value of
Fave/Mave®? of Expression (12) (for example, K=actually
measured value/calculated value).

[0092] As described above, according to the first embodi-
ment, the average blood pressure Pave is calculated in
accordance with the blood vessel diameter index (the blood
mass index MB1) and the blood flow index FB1. Here, for
example, in a configuration in which a biological body is
compressed in calculation of an average blood pressure (for
example, a configuration in which an average blood pressure
1s calculated using a cuff or the like), an error caused due to
a difference in a pressure force can occur. However, accord-
ing to the first embodiment, since the average blood pressure
Pave is calculated in accordance with the blood vessel
diameter index (the blood mass index MB1) and the blood
flow index FB1, it is unnecessary to compress a biological
body. Furthermore, an error caused due to a difference in a
pressure force can be reduced and the average blood pres-
sure Pave can be calculated with high precision.

[0093] Incidentally, in calculation of the blood flow index
FB1, a blood flow rate sensor that radiates an ultrasonic
wave to a biological body can also be used. However, when
an ultrasonic wave radiation type of blood flow rate sensor
is used, a skin thickness of a measurement region or the flow
index FB1 has an influence on a condition that a radiation
surface of an ultrasonic wave comes into contact with a
biological body (the degree or a pressure of adherence). It is
difficult to actually specify an index related to a blood
pressure (for example, an average blood pressure) with high
precision. When the ultrasonic wave radiation type of blood
flow rate sensor is used, there is also the problem that the
size of a biological analysis device increases. According to
the first embodiment, however, since a laser beam is used in
calculation of the blood flow index FBI, the influence of a
skin thickness or the like can be reduced and the average
blood pressure Pave can be measured with higher precision
than in a case in which an ultrasonic wave radiation type
blood flow rate sensor is used. It is possible to miniaturize
the biological analysis device 100.

Systolic Blood Pressure Pmax and Diastolic Blood Pressure
Pmin

[0094] Hereinafter, a process of calculating the systolic
blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin
will be described. The blood pressure calculation unit 57 in
FIG. 3 calculates the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the
diastolic blood pressure Pmin in accordance with the pulse
pressure AP calculated by the pulse pressure calculation unit
53 and the average blood pressure Pave calculated by the
average blood pressure calculation unit 55. Specifically, the
blood pressure calculation unit 57 calculates the systolic
blood pressure Pmax by Expression (1) described above and
calculates the diastolic blood pressure Pmin by Expression
(2) described above. The control device 21 causes the
display device 23 to display the systolic blood pressure
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Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin calculated by
the blood pressure calculation unit 57.

[0095] FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating a process (here-
inafter referred to as a “biological analysis process™)
executed by the control device 21. The biological analysis
process in FIG. 16 is executed during each analysis period
T on the time axis. When the biological analysis process
starts, the control device 21 calculates the pulse pressure AP
(Sal). Subsequently, the control device 21 calculates the
average blood pressure Pave (Sa2). Then, the control device
21 (the blood pressure calculation unit 57) calculates the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin in accordance with the calculated pulse pressure
AP and average blood pressure Pave (Sa3). In the calculation
of the blood pressure P, Expressions (1) and (2) described
above are used. The control device 21 causes the display
device 23 to display the calculated systolic blood pressure
Pmax and diastolic blood pressure Pmin (Sa4). The order of
the calculation (Sal) of the pulse pressure AP and the
calculation (Sa2) of the average blood pressure Pave may be
reversed. By executing the above-described biological
analysis process during each analysis period T, a time series
of the systolic blood pressure Pmax (that is, a temporal
change in the systolic blood pressure Pmax) and a time
series of the diastolic blood pressure Pmin (a temporal
change in the diastolic blood pressure Pmin) are calculated.
[0096] FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating specific content
of a process Sal of calculating the pulse pressure AP. The
index calculation unit 51A1 generates the temporal change
MT in the blood mass index (blood quantity index) MA1
during the analysis period T (Sall). In the calculation of the
blood mass index MA1, Expression (5a) or (5b) described
aboveis used. Subsequently, the index calculation unit 51A1
generates the temporal change FT in the blood flow index
FA1 during the analysis period T (Sal2). In the calculation
of the blood flow index FA1l, Expression (6a) or (6b)
described above is used.

[0097] The amplitude calculation unit 531 calculates the
amplitude index in accordance with the amplitude AM of the
temporal change MT and the amplitude AF of the temporal
change FT generated by the index calculation unit 51A1
(Sal3). Specifically, the ratio (AF/AM) of the amplitude AM
and the amplitude AF is calculated as the amplitude index.
Subsequently, the resistance calculation unit 533 calculates
the resistance index from the temporal change MT and the
temporal change FT generated by the index calculation unit
51A1 (Sald). Specifically, the ratio (SF/SM) of the blood
mass integration value SM and the blood flow integration
value SF is calculated as the resistance index. The process-
ing unit 535 calculates the pulse pressure AP in accordance
with the amplitude index calculated by the amplitude cal-
culation unit 531 and the resistance index calculated by the
resistance calculation unit 533 (Sal5). In the calculation of
the pulse pressure AP, Expression (7) described above is
used. That is, the pulse pressure AP in accordance with the
product of the amplitude index and the resistance index is
calculated. The order of the generation (Sall) of the tem-
poral change MT in the blood mass index MA1 and the
generation (Sal2) of the temporal change FT in the blood
flow index FA1 may be reversed. The order of the process
(Sa13) of calculating the amplitude index and the process
(Sal4) of calculating the resistance index may be reversed.
[0098] FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating specific content
of a process Sal4 of calculating the resistance index. The



US 2019/0053768 A1l

resistance calculation unit 533 calculates the normalized
blood mass index (normalized blood quantity index) MN
and the normalized blood flow index FN respectively
obtained by normalizing the blood mass index (blood quan-
tity index) MA and the blood flow index FA within a
normalization range (Sal4l). Subsequently, the resistance
calculation unit 533 calculates the blood mass integration
value SM and the blood flow integration value SF respec-
tively obtained by integrating the normalized blood mass
index MN and the normalized blood flow index FN during
the analysis period T (Sal42). The resistance calculation
unit 533 calculates the ratio (SF/SM) of the blood mass
integration value SM and the blood flow integration value
SF as the resistance index (Sal43).

[0099] FIG. 19 is a flowchart illustrating specific content
of a process Sa2 of calculating the average blood pressure
Pave. The index calculation unit 51B1 calculates the blood
mass index (blood quantity index) MB1 at each of a plurality
of time points within the analysis period T (Sa21). In the
calculation of the blood mass index MB1, Expression (5a) or
(5b) described above is used. Subsequently, the index cal-
culation unit 51B1 calculates the blood flow index FB1 at
each of a plurality of time points within the analysis period
T (Sa22). In the calculation of the blood flow index FB1,
Expression (6a) or (6b) described above is used. The average
blood pressure calculation unit 55 calculates the average
blood pressure Pave in accordance with the blood mass
index MB1 and the blood flow index FB1 calculated by the
index calculation unit 51B1 (Sa23). The order of the calcu-
lation (Sa21) of the blood mass index MB1 and the calcu-
lation (Sa22) of the blood flow index FB1 may be reversed.
[0100] FIG. 20 is a flowchart illustrating specific content
of the process Sa23 of calculating the average blood pres-
sure Pave. The average blood pressure calculation unit 55
calculates the average value Mave obtained by averaging the
blood mass indexes (blood quantity index) MB1 during the
analysis period T (Sa231). The average blood pressure
calculation unit 55 calculates the average value Fave
obtained by averaging the blood flow indexes FB1 during
the analysis period T (Sa232). Then, the average blood
pressure calculation unit 55 calculates the average blood
pressure Pave in accordance with the average value Mave
and the average value Fave (Sa233). In the calculation of the
average blood pressure Pave, Expression (12) described
above is used. That is, the average blood pressure Pave is
caleulated in accordance with Fave/Mave®*. The order of
the calculation (Sa231) of the average value Mave and the
calculation (Sa232) of the average value Fave may be
reversed.

[0101] As described above, according to the first embodi-
ment, since the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the dia-
stolic blood pressure Pmin are calculated in accordance with
the pulse pressure AP and the average blood pressure Pave,
the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood
pressure Pmin can be calculated with higher precision than,
for example, in the configuration in which the systolic blood
pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin are
calculated using a maximum value or a minimum value of
a blood vessel diameter.

Blood Vessel of Measurement Region H

[0102] FIG. 21 is a graph illustrating a relation between
blood pressures and kinds of blood vessels in a systemic
circulation. As described above, a difference between the
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systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin is the pulse pressure AP. Accordingly, by using a
blood vessel in which the difference between the systolic
blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin
is large to calculate the pulse pressure AP, it is possible to
calculate the pulse pressure AP with higher precision. As
ascertained from FIG. 21, larger pulsation appears in a blood
pressure of an artery (a large artery and a small artery) than
in other blood vessels. Accordingly, in the calculation of the
pulse pressure AP, it is preferable to use the detection signal
ZA in which a state of an artery (for example, a brachial
artery, a radial artery, or an ulnar artery) inside the mea-
surement region H is reflected. The detection signal ZA in
which a state of an arteriole is reflected may be used in the
calculation of the pulse pressure AP.

[0103] As understood from Expression (11), a blood pres-
sure P1 is approximate to the amount of change (P1-P3).
That is, the average blood pressure Pave can be calculated
with higher precision by using a blood vessel for which a
slope (gradient) of a change in a blood pressure in a blood
vessel is large in the calculation of the average blood
pressure Pave. As ascertained from FIG. 21, the slope of the
pressure of an arteriole is greater than that of the other blood
vessels. Accordingly, in the calculation of the average blood
pressure Pave, it is preferable to use the detection signal ZB
in which a state of an arteriole inside the measurement
region H is reflected.

[0104] As a background of the foregoing knowledge, in
the first embodiment, the detection device 30A1 generating
the detection signal ZA1 is installed at a position facing an
artery (with a diameter of 2 mm to 5 mm) inside the
measurement region H. On the other hand, the detection
device 30B1 generating the detection signal ZB1 is installed
at a position facing an arteriole (with a diameter of 0.02 mm
to 2 mm) inside the measurement region H. When a wrist is
the measurement region H, for example, the detection device
30A1 is installed at a position close to a radial artery or an
ulnar artery in the palm of the wrist and the detection device
30B1 is installed on the back of the wrist. When an upper
arm is the measurement region H, for example, the detection
device 30A1 is installed at a position close to a brachial
artery inside the upper arm and the detection device 30B1 is
installed on the outside of the upper arm. For example, as
understood from the above description in which the detec-
tion device 30A1 is installed on a surface of a trunk in the
upper arm and the detection device 30B1 is installed on the
opposite surface to the trunk, the detection device 30A1 and
the detection device 30B1 are installed at positions in the
circumferential direction of a limb (for example, an upper
arm or a wrist) of a biological body.

[0105] In the configuration in which the detection device
30A1 and the detection device 30B1 are provided at the
positions in the circumferential direction of the limb of the
biological body, it is possible to obtain the advantage that it
is possible to generate two detection signals 7 in which
states of two blood vessels (for example, an artery and an
arteriole) different at approximate positions in the biological
body are reflected. However, the positions at which the two
detection devices (30A1 and 30B1) are disposed are not
limited to the circumferential direction of the biological
body. For example, the detection devices (30A1 and 30B1)
may be disposed on ears, temples, a trunk, or the like. For
example, a configuration in which the detection device 30A1
is disposed on one of the ears or the temples and the
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detection device 30B1 is disposed on the other can be
adopted or a configuration in which the detection device
30A1 is disposed on one of the ears or inner ears and the
detection device 30B1 is disposed on the other can be
adopted. In the calculation of the pulse pressure AP, the
detection signal ZB1 obtained from an arteriole may be
used.

Modification Examples of First Embodiment

[0106] The elements (the detection unit 30A, the calcula-
tion unit 51A, and the pulse pressure calculation unit 53) that
calculate the pulse pressure AP are not limited to the
configuration exemplified in FIG. 4.

Modification Example 1

[0107] FIG. 22 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating the pulse pressure AP are
focused on according to a modification example (Modifica-
tion Example 1) of the first embodiment. In the first embodi-
ment, the amplitude index and the resistance index have
been calculated using the detection signal ZA1 generated by
the detection device 30A1. In Modification Example 1,
however, the amplitude index is calculated using the detec-
tion signal ZA1 generated by the detection device 30A1 and
the resistance index is calculated using detection signals ZA
(ZA2 and 7ZA3) generated by two detection devices 30A
(30A2 and 30A3) different from the detection device 30A1.
[0108] The detection unit 30A according to Modification
Example 1 includes the detection device 30A2 and the
detection device 30A3 in addition to the detection device
30A1 similar to that of the first embodiment. The detection
device 30A1 according to Modification Example 1 has a
configuration and a function similar to those of the first
embodiment and generates a detection signal ZA1 in accor-
dance with a state of the measurement region H. The
detection device 30A2 includes a light-emitting unit R and
a light-receiving unit E similar to those of the detection
device 30A1 and generates a detection signal ZA2 in accor-
dance with a state of the measurement region H. Similarly,
the detection device 30A3 includes a light-emitting unit R
and a light-receiving unit E and generates a detection signal
Z.A3 in accordance with a state of the measurement region
H. As the light-emitting unit E of the detection device 30A3,
a light-emitting element such as a light-emitting diode
(LED) radiating incoherent light to the measurement region
H is appropriately used. A VCSEL emitting a coherent laser
beam may be used as the light-emitting unit E. The light-
receiving unit R of the detection device 30A3 generates the
detection signal ZA3 in accordance with a light reception
level of light passing through the inside of the measurement
region H like the light-receiving unit R of the detection
device 30A2. The detection signal ZA3 is a signal indicating
a photoelectric volume pulse wave. A pressure sensor that
generates a detection signal indicating displacement of the
surface of the measurement region H (that is, indicating
displacement of a blood vessel diameter) may be adopted as
the detection device 30A3.

[0109] The calculation unit 51A according to Modification
Example 1 includes an index calculation unit 51A2 and an
index calculation unit 51A3 in addition to an index calcu-
lation unit 51A1 similar to that of the first embodiment. The
index calculation unit 51A1 according to Modification
Example 1 calculates a blood mass index MA1 and a blood
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flow index FA1 of the measurement region H from the
detection signal ZA1l generated by the detection device
30A1 as in the first embodiment.

[0110] The index calculation unit 51A2 calculates a blood
flow index FA2 from the detection signal ZA2 generated by
the detection device 30A2. The blood flow index FA2 is
calculated in a scheme similar to the blood flow index FA1
(Expression (6a) or (6b)). The index calculation unit S1A3
calculates a blood mass index MA3 from the detection
signal ZA3 generated by the detection device 30A3. As
described above, the blood mass index MA3 correlates with
a blood vessel diameter. On the assumption of the foregoing
relation, the index calculation unit 51A3 calculates displace-
ment of a blood vessel diameter from the detection signal
7ZA3 and calculates the blood mass index MA3 from the
displacement of the blood vessel diameter.

[0111] The pulse pressure calculation unit 53 according to
Modification Example 1 includes the amplitude calculation
unit 531, the resistance calculation unit 533, and the pro-
cessing unit 535 as in the first embodiment. The amplitude
calculation unit 531 calculates the amplitude index (AF/AM)
of the blood mass index MA1 and the blood flow index FA1
calculated by the index calculation unit 51A1 as in the first
embodiment. The resistance calculation unit 533 according
to Modification Example 1 calculates the resistance index
(SF/SM) from the blood flow index FA2 calculated by the
index calculation unit 51A2 and the blood mass index MA3
calculated by the index calculation unit 51A3. A method of
calculating the resistance index is similar to that of the first
embodiment. The processing unit 535 calculates the pulse
pressure AP in accordance with the amplitude index calcu-
lated by the amplitude calculation unit 531 and the resis-
tance index calculated by the resistance calculation unit 533
as in the first embodiment. In Modification Example 1,
advantages similar to those of the first embodiment are
obtained.

Modification Example 2

[0112] FIG. 23 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating the pulse pressure AP are
focused on according to a modification example (Modifica-
tion Example 2) of the first embodiment. In the first embodi-
ment, the ratio (AF/AM) correlating with the blood flow rate
amplitude AV has been calculated as the amplitude index. In
Modification Example 2, however, the blood flow rate
amplitude AV is calculated as the amplitude index.

[0113] The detection unit 30A according to Modification
Example 2 includes a detection device 30A4 in addition to
the detection device 30A1 similar to that of the first embodi-
ment. The detection device 30A1 according to Modification
Example 2 has a configuration and a function similar to
those of the first embodiment. The detection device 30A4 is
an ultrasonic sensor module that generates the detection
signal ZA4 in accordance with a state of the measurement
region H. Specifically, the detection device 30A4 includes
an emitting unit E0 and a receiving unit R0. The emitting
unit EO emits an ultrasonic wave to the measurement region
H. On the other hand, the receiving unit R0 generates a
detection signal ZA4 in accordance with a reception level of
the ultrasonic wave emitted from the emitting unit E0 and
passing through the inside of the measurement region H. For
example, piezoelectric elements such as piezoelectric
ceramics are used appropriately as the emitting unit E0 and
the receiving unit R0.
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[0114] The calculation unit 51A according to Modification
Example 2 includes an index calculation unit 51A1 similar
to that of the first embodiment. The index calculation unit
51A1 according to Modification Example 2 calculates the
blood mass index MA1 and the blood flow index FA1 of the
measurement region H from the detection signal ZA1 gen-
erated by the detection device 30A1 as in the first embodi-
ment.

[0115] The pulse calculation unit 53 according to Modi-
fication Example 1 includes an amplitude calculation umt
531, a resistance calculation unit 533, and a processing unit
535 as in the first embodiment. The resistance calculation
unit 533 according to Modification Example 2 calculates the
resistance index (SF/SM) using the blood mass index MA1
and the blood flow index FA1l generated by the index
calculation unit 51A1 as in the first embodiment.

[0116] The amplitude calculation unit 531 according to the
first embodiment has calculated the amplitude index from
the blood mass index MA1 and the blood flow index FA1
calculated by the index calculation unit 51A1. However, the
amplitude calculation unit 531 according to Modification
Example 2 directly calculates the amplitude index (the blood
flow rate amplitude AV) from the detection signal ZA4
generated by the detection device 30A4. The processing unit
535 calculates the pulse pressure AP in accordance with the
amplitude index (AV) calculated by the amplitude calcula-
tion unit 531 and the resistance index (SF/SM) calculated by
the resistance calculation unit 533 as in the first embodi-
ment.

[0117] In Modification Example 2, advantages similar to
those of the first embodiment are obtained. In Modification
Example 2, in particular, since the blood flow rate amplitude
AV is calculated as the amplitude index, the pulse pressure
AP can be calculated with higher precision than in the
configuration in which the ratio (AF/AM) correlating with
the blood flow rate amplitude AV is calculated as the
amplitude index.

Modification Example 3

[0118] FIG. 24 is a graph illustrating a temporal change FT
in the blood flow index F. As exemplified in FIG. 24, an area
OF of a region surrounded by a curve line indicating a
temporal change FT in the blood flow index F and a straight
line of a minimum value Fmin is equal to a product (AFxSF)
of the amplitude AF and the blood flow integration value SF
obtained by integrating the normalized blood flow indexes
FN during the analysis period T. An area OM of a region
surrounded by a curve line indicating the temporal change
MT in the blood mass index M and a straight line of the
minimum value Mmin is equal to a product (AMxSM) of the
amplitude AM and the blood flow integration value SM
obtained by integrating the normalized blood mass indexes
MN during the analysis period T. Accordingly, Expression
(13) below is derived from Expression (7) described above.
As understood from Expression (13), the pulse pressure AP
is expressed as a product the coeflicient K and a ratio of the
area OF and the area OM (specifically, a ratio of the area OF
to the area OM). For the foregoing reason, the pulse pressure
AP is calculated from the area OF and the area OM accord-
ing to Modification Example
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AP=Kx—
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[0119] FIG. 25 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating the pulse pressure AP are
focused on according to a modification example (Modifica-
tion Example 3) of the first embodiment. The configurations
of the detection unit 30A and the calculation unit 51A in
Modification Example 2 are the same as those of the first
embodiment.

[0120] The pulse pressure calculation unit 53 according to
Modification Example 3 has a configuration in which the
amplitude calculation unit 531 and the resistance calculation
unit 533 are deleted. The processing unit 535 according to
Modification Example 3 calculates the pulse pressure AP
from the blood mass index MA1 and the blood flow index
FAl calculated by the index calculation unit 51A1. The
pulse pressure AP is calculated in accordance with the blood
mass integration value SM obtained by integrating the blood
mass indexes MA1 during the analysis period T and the
blood flow integration value SF obtained by integrating the
flood flow indexes FA1 during the analysis period T. In
Modification Example 3, the processing unit 535 calculates
the area OM as the blood mass integration value SM and
calculates the area OF as the blood flow integration value SF.
That 1s, in Modification Example 3, the process Sal3 of
calculating the amplitude index in FIG. 17 and the process
Sal4 of calculating the resistance index are omitted. Spe-
cifically, the processing unit 535 calculates the area OM and
the area OF and calculates the pulse pressure AP by multi-
plying the ratio (OF/OM) of the area OF and the area OM
by the coeflicient K. The area OM is equivalent to the blood
mass integration value SM obtained by integrating the blood
mass indexes MA1 during the analysis period T and the area
OF is equivalent to the blood flow integration value SF
obtained by integrating the flood flow indexes FA1 during
the analysis period T.

[0121] In Modification Example 3, the advantage that the
pulse pressure AP is calculated and a cuff is unnecessary in
principle is realized as in the first embodiment. Accordingly,
it is possible to reduce a physical load of the subject and
calculate the pulse pressure AP with high precision. In
Modification Example 3, since it is unnecessary to calculate
the amplitude AF and the amplitude AM and normalize the
blood flow index FA1 and the blood mass index MAI, a
processing load for calculating the pulse pressure AP is
reduced.

Modification Example 4

[0122] FIG. 26 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating the pulse pressure AP are
focused on according to a modification example (Modifica-
tion Example 4) of the first embodiment. While the ratio of
the blood flow integration value SF and the blood mass
integration value SM is calculated as the resistance index in
the first embodiment, the pulse wave velocity PWV is
calculated as the resistance value in Modification Example
4.

[0123] The detection unit 30A according to Modification
Example 4 includes a detection device 30A5 and a detection
device 30A6 in addition to a detection device 30A1 similar
to that of the first embodiment. The detection device 30A1
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according to Modification Example 1 has a configuration
and a function similar to those of the first embodiment and
generates a detection signal ZA1 in accordance with a state
of the measurement region H. The detection device 30A5
and the detection device 30A6 are. for example, optical
sensor modules similar to that of the detection device 30A1.
The detection device 30A5 generates a detection signal ZAS
in which a state of the measurement region H is reflected and
the detection device 30A6 generates a detection signal ZA6
in which a state of the measurement region H is reflected.

[0124] The calculation unit 51A according to Modification
Example 4 includes the index calculation unit 51A1 as in the
first embodiment. The index calculation unit 51A1 accord-
ing to Modification Example 4 calculates the blood mass
index MA1 and the blood flow index FA1 of the measure-
ment region H from the detection signal ZA1 generated by
the detection device 30A1 as in the first embodiment.

[0125] The pulse pressure calculation unit 53 according to
Modification Example 4 includes a PWV calculation umit
537 instead of the resistance calculation unit 533 of the first
embodiment. The PWV calculation unit 537 calculates a
pulse wave velocity PWV as a resistance index using the
detection signal ZAS generated by the detection device
30A5 and the detection signal ZA6 generated by the detec-
tion device 30A6. The pulse pressure calculation unit 53
calculates the pulse pressure AP in accordance with the
amplitude index calculated by the amplitude calculation unit
531 and the resistance index calculated by the PWV calcu-
lation unit 537.

[0126] The elements (the detection unit 30B, the calcula-
tion unit 51B, and the average blood pressure calculation
unit 55) calculating the average blood pressure pave are not
limited to the configuration exemplified in FIG. 15.

Modification Example 5

[0127] Absorbance Abs of blood is changed in conjunction
with pulsation of a blood vessel diameter. That is, the
absorbance Abs correlates with a blood vessel diameter.
Specifically, a relation between the absorbance Abs and the
blood vessel diameter d is expressed in Expression (14)
below. A sign C in Expression (14) is a molar absorbance
coeflicient and a sign ¢ is red blood cell density. From the
foregoing reason, according to Modification Example 5, an
index related to the absorbance Abs of a biological body
(hereinafter referred to as an “absorbance index™) I is
exemplified as a blood vessel diameter index calculated by
the index calculation unit 51B1 in FIG. 15.

Abs=¢cd (14)

[0128] The index calculation unit 51B1 according to
Modification Example 5 calculates the absorbance index J
and a blood flow index FBI1 similar to that of the first
embodiment from the detection signal ZB1 generated by the
detection device 30B1. The absorbance Abs is expressed in
Expression (15) below. A sign I in Expression (15) is an
intensity of a signal component of the detection signal ZB1
and a sign 10 is an intensity of light incident on a measure-
ment region (an intensity of light emitted from the light-
emitting unit E). Expression (16) is derived from Expres-
sions (14) and (15).
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[0129] The molar absorbance coefficient ¢ and the red
blood cell density ¢ can be set to predetermined values. That
is, by calculating a common logarithm (log(I/10)) of a ratio
of the intensity 10 and the intensity I, it is possible to
calculate the blood vessel diameter d. Accordingly, the index
calculation unit 51B1 according to Modification Example 5
calculates the common logarithm (log(1/10)) of the ratio of
the intensity 10 and the intensity I as the absorbance index
J. The intensity 10 is set to a predetermined value and the
intensity I is calculated from a photoelectric volume pulse
wave indicating a light reception level of light received from
a biological body (the measurement region H). That is, the
absorbance index J is calculated from the photoelectric
volume pulse wave. The photoelectric volume pulse wave is
generated from the detection signal ZB1 generated by the
detection device 30B1. For example, the photoelectric vol-
ume pulse wave is generated through a filtering process of
suppressing a high-frequency component of the detection
signal ZB1 output by the detection device 30B1 and an
amplification process of amplifying a signal subjected to the
filtering process. The blood flow index FB1 is calculated in
accordance with a method similar to that of the first embodi-
ment.

[0130] The average blood pressure calculation unit 55
according to Modification Example 5 calculates the average
blood pressure Pave from the absorbance index J and the
blood flow index FB1 calculated by the index calculation
unit 51B1. Specifically, the average blood pressure calcula-
tion unit 55 calculates the average blood pressure Pave in
accordance with the average value Jave obtained by aver-
aging the absorbance indexes J during the analysis period T
and the average value Fave obtained by averaging the blood
flow indexes F during the analysis period T. As described
above, the absorbance index ] correlates with the blood
vessel diameter d2 and the blood flow index F is equivalent
to the blood flow Q2. In consideration of the foregoing
relation, Expression (17) is derived from Expressions (11)
and (16) described above. The average blood pressure
calculation unit 85 calculates the average blood pressure
Pave by calculating Expression (17). A sign K is a coefficient
determined in advance in accordance with the blood density
p, the length 1.2 of an arteriole, and the like. The coeflicient
K is a coefficient determined in advance in accordance with
the molar absorbance coefficient ¢, the red blood cell ¢, the
blood density p, the length L2 of an arteriole, and the like.
As understood from Expression (17), the average blood
pressure Pave according to Modification Example 5 in
accordance with Fave/Jave*. The coefficient K is set from,
for example, a value actually measured using a cuff or the
like and the calculation of Fave/Jave® in Expression (17) (for
example, K=actually measured value/calculated value).

Fave an
J4

ave

Pae =KX

[0131] Content of the process Sa2 of calculating the
average blood pressure Pave according to Modification
Example 5 is similar to that of the first embodiment exem-
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plified in FIG. 19. However, in step Sa2l1 of FIG. 19, the
index calculation unit 51B1 calculates the absorbance index
T instead of the blood mass index MB1. In step Sa231 of
FIG. 20, the average blood pressure calculation unit 55
calculates the average value Jave of the absorbance indexes
J instead of the average value Mave of the blood mass
indexes MBI1.

[0132] In Modification Example 5, advantages similar to
those of the first embodiment are obtained. In Modification
Example 5, in particular, since the absorbance index J
calculated from the photoelectric volume pulse wave indi-
cating a light reception level of light received from a
biological body is used as the blood vessel diameter index,
a processing load for calculating the blood vessel diameter
index is reduced further than in the configuration of the first
embodiment in which the blood mass index M calculated
from the intensity spectrum is used as the blood vessel
diameter index.

Modification Example 6

[0133] According to Modification Example 6, the average
blood pressure Pave is calculated in accordance with the
absorbance index J and the blood mass index FB1, as in
Modification Example 5. However, while the detection
signal ZB1 generated by the common light-receiving unit R
is used in the calculation of the absorbance index J and the
calculation of the blood flow index FB1 in Modification
Example 5, a detection signal Z generated by a separate
light-receiving unit R is used in calculation of the absor-
bance index J and the calculation of the blood flow index
FB1 in Modification Example 6.

[0134] FIG. 27 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which elements calculating the average blood pressure Pave
are focused on according to Modification Example 6. The
detection device 30B1 according to Modification Example 6
includes a light-emitting unit E and two light-receiving units
R (R1 and R2). As in the first embodiment, the light-emitting
unit E radiates a coherent laser light to the measurement
region H (biological body) with a narrowband. Each light-
receiving unit R receives the laser beam reflected inside the
measurement region H as in Modification Example 5. The
light-receiving units R are each installed at positions located
at different distances from the light-emitting unit E. The
positions at which the light-receiving units R are installed in
the detection device 30B1 will be described in detail below.
Specifically, the light-receiving unit R1 generates a detec-
tion signal ZB11 in accordance with a light reception level
of the light passing through the inside of the measurement
region H and the light-receiving unit R2 generates a detec-
tion signal ZB12 in accordance with a light reception level
of the light passing through the inside of the measurement
region H. The detection signal ZB11 is used in the calcula-
tion of the blood flow index FB1. On the other hand, the
detection signal ZB12 is used in the calculation of the
absorbance index J.

[0135] The index calculation unit 51B1 of the calculation
unit 51B according to Modification Example 6 calculates the
blood flow index FB1 from the detection signal ZB11
generated by the light-receiving unit R1 and calculates the
absorbance index J from the detection signal ZB12 gener-
ated by the light-receiving unit R2. The blood flow index
FB1 and the absorbance index J is calculated in accordance
with a method similar to that of Modification Example 5.
The average blood pressure calculation unit 55 according to
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Modification Example 6 calculates the average blood pres-
sure Pave from the absorbance index J and the blood flow
index FB1 calculated by the index calculation unit 51B1 as
in Modification Example 5.

[0136] Hereinafter, the positions at which the light-receiv-
ing units R are installed in the detection device 30B1 will be
described. Here, a frequency bandwidth (a frequency fL to
fH in Expression (6b)) used in the calculation of the blood
flow index FB1 in the detection signal ZB1 is different from
a frequency bandwidth used in the calculation of the absor-
bance index J. A distance between the light-emitting unit E
to the light-receiving unit R1 (for example, a distance
between the centers of the light-emitting unit E and the
light-receiving unit R1) in which the detection signal ZB11
with a high SN ratio can be obtained at a frequency
bandwidth preferred in the calculation of the blood flow
index FB1 is different from a distance between the light-
emitting unit E to the light-receiving unit R2 (for example,
a distance between the centers of the light-emitting unit E
and the light-receiving unit R2) in which the detection signal
7ZB12 with a high SN ratio can be obtained at a frequency
bandwidth preferred in the calculation of the absorbance
index J.

[0137] FIG. 28 is a table illustrating quality of an SN ratio
in a frequency bandwidth used in calculation of the blood
flow index FB1 in the detection signal ZB11 and quality of
an SN ratio in a frequency bandwidth used in calculation of
the absorbance index J in the detection signal ZB12 in a
plurality of cases in which a distance between the light-
emitting unit E and the light-receiving unit R is changed. As
ascertained from FIG. 28, the SN ratio of the frequency
bandwidth used in the calculation of the blood flow index
FBI in the detection signal ZB11 indicates a highest value
when the distance between the light-emitting unit F and the
light-receiving unit R1 is equal to or greater than 0.5 mm and
equal to or less than 2 mm. On the other hand, it was possible
to obtain the knowledge that the SN ratio of the frequency
bandwidth used in the calculation of the absorbance index J
in the detection signal ZB12 is a highest value when the
distance between the light-emitting unit E and the light-
receiving unit R2 is equal to or greater than 3 mm and equal
to or less than 5 mm.

[0138] On the basis of the foregoing knowledge, accord-
ing to Modification Example 6, distances between the light-
emitting unit E and the light reception units R1 and R2 are
set separately. For example, the distance between the light-
receiving unit R1 and the light-emitting unit E is set as a
distance in which the detection signal ZB11 with a high SN
ratio can be obtained at a frequency bandwidth preferred in
the calculation of the blood flow index FB1, and the distance
between the light-receiving unit R2 and the light-emitting
unit E is set as a distance in which the detection signal ZB12
with a high SN ratio can be obtained at a frequency band
preferred in the calculation of the absorbance index I.
Specifically, on the basis of the result illustrated in FIG. 28,
the distance between the light-emitting unit E and the
light-receiving unit R1 is set to be equal to or greater than
0.5 mm and equal to or less than 2 mm, and the distance
between the light-emitting unit E and the light-receiving unit
R2 is set to be equal to or greater than 3 mm and equal to
or less than 5 mm (preferably, 4 mm).

[0139] In Modification Example 6, advantages similar to
those of Modification Example 5 are obtained. In Modifi-
cation Example 6, in particular, since the light-receiving umt
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R1 calculating the blood flow index FB1 is separate from the
light-receiving unit R2 calculating the absorbance index J, it
is possible to generate the detection signal ZB11 with the
high SN ratio at the frequency band preferred in the calcu-
lation of the blood flow index FB1 and the detection signal
7ZB12 with a high SN ratio at the frequency band preferred
in the calculation the absorbance index J. Accordingly, the
average blood pressure Pave can be calculated with higher
precision than in the configuration in which the light-
receiving unit R common to the calculation of the absor-
bance index J and the calculation of the blood flow index
FBI1 is used.

Modification Example 7

[0140] In the first embodiment, in the detection device
30A1 and the detection device 30B1, the detection signal Z
generated by the common light-receiving unit R has been
used in the calculation of the blood mass index M and the
calculation of the blood flow index F, but the detection
signals 7 generated by separate light-receiving units can also
be used in calculation of the blood vessel diameter index and
calculation of the blood flow index F. Specifically, each
detection device (30A1 and 30B1) includes a light-emitting
unit B and two light-receiving units R (R1 and R2). An
intensity spectrum of the detection signal 7 generated by the
light-receiving unit R1 is used in the calculation of the blood
mass index M and an intensity spectrum of the detection
signal 7 generated by the light-receiving unit R2 is used in
the calculation of the blood flow index F. Here, in the
configuration of the first embodiment in which the detection
signal Z generated by the common light-receiving unit R is
used in the calculation of the blood mass index M and the
calculation of the blood flow index F, an intensity spectrum
common to the calculation of the blood mass index M and
the calculation of the blood flow index F can be used.
[0141] Any combination of Modification Examples 1 to 4
related to the calculation of the pulse pressure AP and
Modification Example 5 or 6 related to the calculation of the
average blood pressure Pave is possible.

Second Embodiment

[0142] A second embodiment of the invention will be
described. Elements similar to those of the first embodiment
in operations or functions in each embodiment to be exem-
plified below, the reference numerals used in the description
of the first embodiment are applied, and a detailed descrip-
tion of each element will be appropriately omitted.

[0143] FIG. 29 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which a biological analysis device 100 is focused on accord-
ing to the second embodiment. In the first embodiment, the
detection signals Z (ZA1 and ZB1) generated by the separate
detection devices (30A1 and 30B1) have been used in the
calculation of the pulse pressure AP and the calculation of
the average blood pressure Pave. In the second embodiment,
however, a detection signal ZC generated by a single detec-
tion device 30C1 1s used commonly in the calculation of the
pulse pressure AP and the calculation of the average blood
pressure Pave.

[0144] A biological analysis device 100 according to the
second embodiment includes a detection unit 30C, a control
device 21, a storage device 22, and a display device 23. The
detection unit 30C includes the detection device 30C1. The
detection device 30C1 has a configuration similar to the
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detection device 30A1 of the detection unit 30A in the first
embodiment and generates a detection signal ZC indicating
a light reception level of light passing through the inside of
a measurement region H. The detection device 30C1 is
appropriately installed at a position (for example, the back
of a wrist) facing an arteriole inside the measurement region
H. That is, the detection signal ZC in which a state of the
arteriole is reflected is generated.

[0145] The control device 21 according to the second
embodiment includes the index calculation unit 51C, the
pulse pressure calculation unit 53, the average blood pres-
sure calculation unit 55, and the blood pressure calculation
unit 57. The index calculation unit 51C calculates the blood
mass index MC and the blood flow index FC from the
detection signal ZC generated by the detection device 30C1.
The blood mass index MC is calculated similarly to the
blood mass index MA1 of the first embodiment and the
blood flow index FC is calculated similarly to the blood flow
index FA1 of the first embodiment. The pulse pressure
calculation unit 53 according to the second embodiment
calculates the pulse pressure AP from the blood mass index
MC and the blood flow index FC in accordance with a
method similar to that of the first embodiment. The average
blood pressure calculation unit 55 according to the second
embodiment calculates the average blood pressure Pave
from the blood mass index MC and the blood flow index FC
in accordance with a method similar to that of the first
embodiment. The blood pressure calculation unit 57 accord-
ing to the second embodiment calculates the systolic blood
pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin in
accordance with the pulse pressure AP and the average blood
pressure Pave as in the first embodiment.

[0146] In the second embodiment, advantages similar to
those of the first embodiment are obtained. In the second
embodiment, since the detection signal ZC generated by the
detection device 30C1 common to the calculation of the
pulse pressure AP and the calculation of the average blood
pressure Pave is used, the biological analysis device 100 can
be miniaturized further than in the configuration in which
the detection signals 7 generated by the separate detection
devices are used in the calculation of the pulse pressure AP
and the calculation of the average blood pressure Pave.
However, according to the configuration of the first embodi-
ment in which the detection signals 7 (ZA1l and ZB1)
generated by the separate detection devices (30A1 and
30B1) are used in the calculation of the pulse pressure AP
and the calculation of the average blood pressure Pave, it is
possible to generate the detection signals 7 in which a state
of a part appropriate for the calculation of the pulse pressure
AP and the calculation of the average blood pressure Pave is
reflected.

[0147] In the second embodiment, since the blood mass
index MC and the blood flow index FC calculated by the
index calculation unit 51C common to the calculation of the
pulse pressure AP and the calculation of the average blood
pressure Pave are used, a processing load for calculating the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin is reduced further than in the configuration in
which the blood mass index M and the blood flow index F
calculated by the separate index calculation units S1A are
used in the calculation of the pulse pressure AP and the
calculation of the average blood pressure Pave.

[0148] In the biological analysis device 100 according to
the second embodiment, the elements (the detection device
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30A5, the detection device 30A6, and the PWV calculation
unit 537) calculating the pulse wave velocity PWV exem-
plified in FIG. 26 may be replaced with the element (the
resistance calculation unit 533) calculating the resistance
index.

[0149] In the second embodiment in which the detection
signal ZC generated by the detection device 30C1 is used
commonly in the calculation of the pulse pressure AP and the
calculation of the average blood pressure Pave, the detection
signal ZC preferred for the calculation of the pulse pressure
AP and the calculation of the average blood pressure Pave
can be generated by installing the detection device 30C1 at
a position close to an arteriole. When a wrist is the mea-
surement region H, for example, the detection device 30C1
is installed on the surface of the back of the wrist. When an
upper arm is the measurement region H, for example, the
detection device 30C1 is installed on an opposite surface to
a trunk in the upper arm.

Third Embodiment

[0150] FIG. 30 is a diagram illustrating a configuration in
which the biological analysis device 100 is focused on
according to a third embodiment. In the biological analysis
device 100 according to the third embodiment, the index
calculation unit 51D is added to the biological analysis
device 100 according to the first embodiment. The detection
unit 30A (the detection device 30A1) and the calculation
unit 51A (the index calculation unit 51A1), and the detection
unit 30B (the detection device 30B1) and the calculation unit
51B (the index calculation unit 51B1) have configurations
and functions similar to those of the first embodiment. For
example, the detection unit 30A is installed on the palm of
the wrist and the detection device 30B is installed on the
back of the wrist.

[0151] The index calculation unit 51D adds or averages
the indexes calculated by the calculation unit 51A and the
indexes generated by the calculation unit 51B. Specifically,
the index calculation unit 51D calculates an added value
Madd obtained by adding the blood mass index MA calcu-
lated by the calculation unit 51A and the blood mass index
MB calculated by the calculation unit 51B. The index
calculation unit 51D calculates an added value Fadd
obtained by adding the blood flow index FA calculated by
the calculation unit 51A and the blood flow index FB
calculated by the calculation unit 51B. The index calculation
unit 51D may calculate an average value obtained by
averaging the blood mass index MA and the blood mass
index MB and an average value obtained by averaging the
blood flow index FA and the blood flow index FB.

[0152] The pulse pressure calculation unit 53 according to
the third embodiment calculates the pulse pressure AP using
the added value Madd and the added value Fadd calculated
by the index calculation unit 51D in accordance with a
method similar to that of the first embodiment. Specifically,
the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 calculates the ampli-
tude index and the resistance index from a temporal change
in the added value Madd and a temporal change in the added
value Fadd and calculates the pulse pressure AP from the
amplitude index and the resistance index. The average blood
pressure calculation unit 55 according to the third embodi-
ment calculates the average blood pressure Pave using the
added value Madd and the added value Fadd calculated by
the index calculation unit 51D in accordance with a method
similar to the first embodiment. Specifically, the average

Feb. 21, 2019

blood pressure calculation unit 55 calculates the average
blood pressure Pave in accordance with Fadd/Madd*?. The
blood pressure calculation unit 57 calculates the systolic
blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin
as in the first embodiment.

[0153] FIG. 31 is a graph illustrating a change coefficient
of an average value of the amplitudes AF over the plurality
of analysis periods T and a change coefficient of an average
value of the blood flow indexes F over the plurality of
analysis periods T. FIG. 31 illustrates a case in which the
blood flow index F is calculated from the detection signal 7
generated by one detection device (a detection device
installed on the palm of the wrist and a detection device
installed on the back of the wrist) and a case in which the
blood flow index F calculated from the detection signals
generated by two detection devices. The change coeflicient
is an index indicating the degree of a variation between a
plurality of numerical values and is specifically a ratio (0/x)
of a standard deviation o calculated from measurement
values in a plurality of times and an average value x obtained
by averaging measured values a plurality of times. As the
change coeflicient is smaller, a variation between the blood
flow index F and the amplitude AF is smaller. As ascertained
from FIG. 31, the change coeflicient in the added value Fadd
of the blood flow index F calculated from two detection
signals is less than the change coeflicient of the blood flow
index F calculated from a detection signal at one point in
both the amplitude AF and the blood flow index F. Accord-
ingly, according to the third embodiment in which the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin are calculated from the added value obtained by
adding the indexes calculated using the two detection
devices 30A1 and 30B1, the systolic blood pressure Pmax
and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin can be calculated with
higher precision than in the configuration (for example, in
the first embodiment) in which each index is calculated
using the detection signal generated by one detection device.

Fourth Embodiment

[0154] FIG. 32 is a schematic diagram illustrating a use
example of a biological analysis device 100 according to a
fourth embodiment. As exemplified in FIG. 32, the biologi-
cal analysis device 100 includes a detection unit 71 and a
display unit 72 configured to be separate from each other.
The detection unit 71 includes detection units 30 (30A and
30B) exemplified in the first embodiment. FIG. 32 exem-
plifies the detection unit 71 worn on an upper arm of a
subject. As exemplified in FIG. 33, the detection unit 71
worn on a wrist of the subject is also appropriate.

[0155] The display unit 72 includes the display device 23
exemplified in each of the above-described embodiments.
For example, an information terminal such as a mobile
phone or a smartphone is an appropriate example of the
display unit 72. Here, any specific form of the display umt
72 is used. For example, a wrist watch type information
terminal which can be carried by the subject or an informa-
tion terminal dedicated for the biological analysis device
100 may be used as the display unit 72.

[0156] An element (hereinafter referred to as a “calcula-
tion processing unit”) calculating the systolic blood pressure
Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin from the
detection signal Z is mounted on the display unit 72, for
example. The calculation processing unit includes the ele-
ments exemplified in FIG. 3 (the calculation unit 51A, the
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calculation unit 51B, the pulse pressure calculation unit 53,
the average blood pressure calculation unit 55, and the blood
pressure calculation unit 57). The detection signals 7 (ZA
and ZB) generated by the detection unit 30 of the detection
unit 71 are transmitted to the display unit 72 in a wired or
wireless manner. The calculation processing unit of the
display unit 72 calculates the systolic blood pressure Pmax
and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin from the detection
signal ZA and the detection signal ZB and displays the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin on the display device 23.

[0157] The calculation processing unit may be mounted on
the detection unit 71. The calculation processing unit cal-
culates the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic
blood pressure Pmin from the detection signal ZA and the
detection signal 7B generated by the detection unit 30 and
transmits data for displaying the systolic blood pressure
Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin to the display
unit 72 in a wired or wireless manner. The display device 23
of the display unit 72 displays the systolic blood pressure
Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin indicated by the
data received from the detection unit 71. The fourth embodi-
ment can also be applied to the second embodiment and the
third embodiment.

Fifth Embodiment

[0158] FIG. 34 is a graph illustrating a relation between
actually measured values of the blood mass index M and a
third power (d2°) of the blood vessel diameter d2 calculated
from the actually measured values of the blood flow index
F and the actually measured values of the average blood
pressure Pave. The actually measured value of the blood
mass index M and the actually measured value of the blood
flow index F are measured using, for example, a laser
Doppler blood flowmeter. The average blood pressure Pave
is measured using a cuff or the like. FIG. 34 illustrates a
result measured on a plurality of subjects. As described
above, the blood vessel diameter d2 is equivalent to a cubic
root (M'?) of the blood mass index M. Therefore, Expres-
sion (18) below is derived from Expression (12). d2* is
calculated using Expression (18).

18

[0159] As ascertained from FIG. 34, it is possible to obtain
the knowledge that a regression line indicating a relation
between d2? and the actually measured value of the blood
mass index M is expressed by a linear function that has a
slope and an intercept. When a is a coeflicient indicating the
slope and b is a coefficient indicating the intercept, d2° is
expressed in Expression (19) below. FIG. 34 exemplifies a
case in which the coefficient a is 0.0889 and the coeflicient
b is 0.0023. The actually measured value of blood mass
index M and d2® have high correlation, it can be understood
that the correlation is appropriately approximate by Expres-
sion (19). A correlation coefficient R* in FIG. 34 is 0.9488.

d23=axM+b (19)

[0160] On the premise that the third power of the blood
vessel diameter d2 is equivalent to the blood mass index M
and the flood flow index F is equivalent to the blood flow
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Q2, Expression (11) described above is modified to Expres-
sion (20) below. A sign K' in Expression (20) is a coefficient
determined in advance in accordance with the blood density
p, alength .2 of an arteriole, and the like as in the coeflicient
K in Expression (12).

20
Pe=K x 0

4
(@x M + b)3

[0161] FIG. 35 is a graph illustrating a relation between
actually measured values of the average blood pressure Pave
measured by a cuff or the like and the calculated values of
the average blood pressure Pave calculated from Expression
(20). Negative correlation is observed between the actually
measured value of the average blood pressure Pave and a
calculated value of the average blood pressure Pave
observed on the assumption that d2 has no intercept in some
cases. In contrast, as ascertained in FIG. 35, positive corre-
lation was observed between the actually measured value of
the average blood pressure Pave and the calculated value of
the average blood pressure Pave calculated by Expression
(20). The correlation coeflicient R in FIG. 34 is 0.5858. On
the basis of the foregoing knowledge, the average blood
pressure Pave is calculated using Expression (20) in the fifth
embodiment. That is, the average blood pressure Pave is
calculated by F,, /(a xxM,,+b)**.

[0162] The coeflicients a and b in Expression (20) are
statistically set, for example, using the actually measured
values (the average blood pressure Pave, the blood mass
index M, and the blood flow index F) calculated from a
plurality of subjects. The coefficients a and b may be set for
each user of the biological analysis device 100 or the
coeflicients a and b common to users may be set. When the
coeflicients a and b are set for each user, it is necessary to
correct the coefficients a and b using actually measured
values measured for each user. On the other hand, when the
coeflicients a and b common to users are set, there is the
advantage that correction is not necessary for each user. One
of the coeflicients a and b may be set to be common to the
users and the other may be set for each user.

[0163] As understood from the foregoing description,
according to the fifth embodiment, the average blood pres-
sure Pave is calculated in accordance with Fave/(axMave+
b)** which is observed to have positive correlation with the
actually measured value of the average blood pressure Pave.
Therefore, it is possible to calculate the average blood
pressure Pave with high precision. When the coeflicients a
and b are set to be common to the users, there is the
advantage that the correction is not necessary at the time of
using the biological analysis device 100. The configuration
of the fifth embodiment can be applied to any of the first to
fourth embodiments.

Sixth Embodiment

[0164] Noise distributed with a substantially equal inten-
sity in a whole region on the frequency axis (hereinafter
referred to as “background noise”) can be contained in the
intensity spectrum related to a frequency of the detection
signal ZB1 according to the first embodiment. The back-
ground noise is shot noise unique to an electric circuit
included in the biological analysis device 100 or noise
caused due to an electromagnetic wave in an installation
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environment of the biological analysis device 100. In a sixth
embodiment, the background noise is reduced from an
intensity spectrum specified from the detection signal ZB1,
and the blood mass index M and the blood flow index F are
calculated.

[0165] The detection device 30B1 according to the sixth
embodiment generates a signal indicating the background
noise (hereinafter referred to as an “observation signal”) in
addition to the detection signal ZB1 exemplified in each of
the above-described embodiments. The observation signal is
generated in a state in which a blood flow is not observed.
For example, a signal output by the light-receiving unit R is
generated as an observation signal in a state in which the
light-emitting unit E radiates light to a stationary object with
low reflectance without including a moving object. A signal
output by the light-receiving unit R may be used as an
observation signal in a state in which light is not radiated to
a stationary object. A signal output by the light-receiving
unit R may be used as an observation signal in a state in
which the measurement region H or a position upstream
from the measurement region H is stopped from bleeding by
a cuff or the like. As understood from the foregoing descrip-
tion, an observation signal containing no component origi-
nating from a blood flow of the measurement region H is
generated. That is, an observation signal indicating the
background noise in a case in which the blood mass index
M and the blood flow index F of the measurement region H
are calculated is generated.

[0166] The index calculation unit 51B1 according to the
sixth embodiment subtracts an intensity G(f)bg of the back-
ground noise from an intensity G(f) at each frequency fin an
intensity spectrum related to the frequency of the detection
signal ZB1 and calculates the blood mass index M and the
blood flow index F. The intensity G(f)bg of the background
noise is an intensity at each frequency f in the intensity
spectrum calculated from the observation signal. A value
obtained by smoothing the intensity G(f)bg of the back-
ground noise (for example, moving average) may be sub-
tracted from the intensity G(f). The intensity G(f)bg may be
smoothed on either the time axis or the frequency axis.
[0167] Specifically, the index calculation unit 51B1 speci-
fies a correction intensity G(f)c by subtracting the intensity
G(Dbg from the intensity G(f) at each frequency f. The
correction intensity G(f)c is expressed in Expression (21)
below.

G(f)e=G(f)-G(fbg @1

[0168] The blood mass index M and the blood flow index
F are calculated using the correction intensity G(f)c calcu-
lated from Expression (21). That is, the blood mass index M
and the blood flow index F from which an influence of the
background noise is reduced are calculated. As in each of the
above-described embodiments, Expression (5a) or (Sb) is
used in the calculation of the blood mass index M, and
Expression (6a) or (6b) is used in the calculation of the blood
flow index F.

[0169] As understood from the foregoing description,
according to the sixth embodiment, the intensity G(f)bg of
the background noise is subtracted from the intensity G(f) at
each frequency f in the intensity spectrum of the detection
signal ZB1 to calculate the blood mass index M and the
blood flow index F. Accordingly, the blood mass index M
and the blood flow index F from which an influence of the
background noise is reduced are calculated. That is, it is
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possible to calculate the average blood pressure Pave with
high precision. In the foregoing description, the average
blood pressure Pave has been focused on, but Expression
(21) is used similarly for the blood mass index M and the
blood flow index F used in the calculation of the pulse
pressure AP. That is, it is possible to calculate the pulse
pressure AP with high precision from the blood mass index
M and the blood flow index F from which an influence of the
background noise is reduced.

[0170] As ascertained from Expression (6a) or (6b), the
blood flow index F is calculated by multiplying the intensity
G(f) by the frequency f (that is, using a frequency weighted
intensity spectrum (fxG(f))). Accordingly, there is a ten-
dency that the influence of the background noise increases
with respect to the blood flow index F as the frequency f
increases. The configuration in which the background noise
is reduced from the intensity spectrum according to the sixth
embodiment is particularly effective when the blood flow
index F is calculated. The configuration of the sixth embodi-
ment can be used to reduce the background noise from the
intensity spectrum of the optically detected detection signal
in the first to fifth embodiments.

Seventh Embodiment

[0171] When the background noise is removed at a fre-
quency bandwidth (hereinafter referred to as a “designation
bandwidth”) in which the intensity G(f) is not changed in
accordance with pulsation of the measurement region H in
the intensity spectrum of the detection signal ZB1 in the
sixth embodiment, the intensity G(f) becomes closes to 0. As
the intensity G(f) in the designation bandwidth is closer to
0, the background noise is paraphrased as being removed
with high precision. Accordingly, in a seventh embodiment,
the intensity G()bg is subtracted from the intensity G(f) so
that a result obtained by subtracting the intensity G(f)bg
from the intensity G(f) is closer to O in the designation
bandwidth. The designation bandwidth is, for example, a
bandwidth equal to or greater than 25 kHz or equal to or less
than 30 kHz. The designation bandwidth is not limited to the
foregoing example. For example, the designation bandwidth
is changed appropriately in accordance with the kind of
measurement region H.

[0172] The index calculation unit 51B1 according to the
seventh embodiment calculates the blood mass index M and
the blood flow index F by subtracting the intensity G(f)bg of
the background noise from the intensity G(f) at each fre-
quency f in the intensity spectrum related to the frequency
of the detection signal ZB1 as in the sixth embodiment.
Specifically, the index calculation unit 51B1 calculates the
correction intensity G(f)c by subtracting the intensity G(f)bg
from the intensity G(f) so that the result obtained by sub-
tracting the intensity G(f)bg from the intensity G(f) is close
to 0 in the designation bandwidth. The correction intensity
G(f)c according to the seventh embodiment is expressed in
Expression (22) below.

G(f)e=G(fH-CxG(f)bg (22)

[0173] A sign C in Expression (22) is a coeflicient set so
that the correction intensity G(f)c in the designation band-
width is closer to 0. Specifically, the coefficient C is set so
that a value calculated from Expression (23) below is
minimum (ideally, 0). A sign fmax of Expression (22) is an
upper limit of the frequency of the designation bandwidth
and fmin is a lower limit of the frequency of the designation
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bandwidth. The coefficient C may be set in accordance with
the frequency f. For example, the coefficient C different for
each bandwidth segmented into a plurality of pieces on the
frequency axis may be set.

fmax 23)
D (G = CX G bg)?
Fmin

[0174] As ascertained from Expression (22), the correc-

tion intensity G(f)c is calculated by subtracting the intensity
G(Dbg multiplied by the coeflicient C from the intensity
G(f). The index calculation unit 51B1 calculates the blood
mass index M and the blood flow index F using the correc-
tion intensity G(f)c calculated by Expression (22) at each
frequency f. As in each of the above-described embodi-
ments, Expression (5a) or (5b) is used in the calculation of
the blood mass index M, and Expression (6a) or (6b) is used
in the calculation of the blood flow index F.

[0175] FIG. 36 is graph illustrating the frequency
weighted intensity spectrum (fxG(f)c) calculated in a con-
figuration in which the correction intensity G(f)c is calcu-
lated without multiplying the intensity G(f)b by the coefli-
cient C (hereinafter referred to as a “comparative example™)
and the frequency weighted intensity spectrum (fxG(f)c)
calculated from the correction intensity G(f)c by calculating
Expression (22). As ascertained from FIG. 36, in the con-
figuration of the seventh embodiment, the frequency
weighted intensity spectrum (fxG(f)c) in which the back-
ground noise is reduced with higher precision is calculated
than in the comparative example. In particular, the back-
ground noise is effectively reduced on a high bandwidth in
which an influence of the background noise increases and
the frequency weighted intensity spectrum (fxG(f)c) is cal-
culated. That is, it is possible to calculate the blood flow
index F from which the background noise is effectively
reduced over the whole frequency axis.

[0176] FIG. 37 is a graph illustrating a relation between a
calculated value of the average blood pressure Pave calcu-
lated in the comparative example and actually measured
value of the average blood pressure Pave measured by a cuff
or the like. FIG. 38 is a graph illustrating a relation between
a calculated value of the average blood pressure Pave
calculated in the configuration of the seventh embodiment
and an actually measured value of the average blood pres-
sure Pave measured by a cuff or the like. As ascertained from
FIGS. 37 and 38, according to the seventh embodiment,
higher correlation (positive correlation) is observed between
the calculated value of the average blood pressure Pave and
the actually measured value of the average blood pressure
Pave than in the comparative example. While a standard
deviation o of the calculated values of the average blood
pressure Pave in FIG. 37 is 22.5 mmHg, the standard
deviation o of the calculated values of the average blood
pressure Pave in FIG. 38 is 8.8 mmHg. As described above,
according to the seventh embodiment, it can be understood
that the average blood pressure Pave can be calculated with
higher precision than in the comparative example. In the
foregoing description, the average blood pressure Pave has
been focused on, but Expression (22) is used similarly in the
blood mass index M and the blood flow index F used in the
calculation of the pulse pressure AP.
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[0177] In the seventh embodiment, advantages similar to
those of the first embodiment are obtained. In the seventh
embodiment, the blood mass index M and the blood flow
index F in which the influence of the background noise is
reduced are calculated as in the sixth embodiment. Accord-
ing to the seventh embodiment, in particular, the blood mass
index M and the blood flow index F are calculated by
subtracting the intensity G(f)bg from the intensity G(f) so
that the result obtained by subtracting the intensity G(f)bg
from the intensity G(f) is closer to O in the designation
bandwidth. Accordingly, it is possible to reduce the influ-
ence of the background noise with higher precision and
calculate the blood mass index M and the blood flow index
F than in the comparative example.

Modification Examples

[0178] Each of the embodiments exemplified above can be
modified in various forms. Specific modification aspects will
be exemplified below. Two or more selected arbitrarily from
the following examples can also be merged appropriately.
[0179] (1) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood
pressure Pmin have been displayed on the display device 23,
but the pulse pressure AP and the average blood pressure
Pave used in the calculation of the systolic blood pressure
Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin may be dis-
played on the display device 23. That is, the pulse pressure
AP and the average blood pressure Pave are used as bio-
logical information separate from the systolic blood pressure
Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin.

[0180] (2) Any kind of detection device generating the
detection signal Z used in the calculation of the blood mass
index M and the absorbance index J used in the calculation
of the pulse pressure AP and the average blood pressure Pave
can be used. For example, an optical sensor module that
emits coherent light or incoherent light and generates the
detection signal Z in accordance with a state of the mea-
surement region H, a pressure sensor that generates the
detection signal Z indicating displacement of a surface of the
measurement region H, or an ultrasonic sensor module that
generates the detection signal Z in accordance with a state of
the measurement region H can be appropriately adopted. A
configuration is preferable in which at least one of the pulse
pressure index and the average blood pressure index is
calculated in accordance with the blood flow index F cal-
culated from an intensity spectrum related to the frequency
of the light reflected and received inside a biological body
through radiation of a laser beam.

[0181] (3) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the blood pressure calculation unit 57 has calculated the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin, but indexes calculated by the blood pressure
calculation unit 57 are not limited to the systolic blood
pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin. For
example, the blood pressure calculation unit 57 may specify
indexes (for example, abnormality/high side/normality or
the like) indicating states of the systolic blood pressure
Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin of a subject
using the calculated systolic blood pressure Pmax and
diastolic blood pressure Pmin.

[0182] (4) Ineach of the above-described embodiments, as
ascertained from Expression (1). the systolic blood pressure
Pmax has been calculated adding the value obtained by
multiplying the pulse pressure AP by %5 to the average blood
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pressure Pave, but the coefficient by which the pulse pres-
sure AP in Expression (1) is multiplied is not limited to %5.
For the diastolic blood pressure Pmin, a coefficient other
than ¥4 may be similarly multiplied to the pulse pressure AP
in Expression (2). When a coefficient to be multiplied to the
pulse pressure AP in Expression (1) is set as a first coeffi-
cient, the systolic blood pressure Pmax is calculated by
adding a value obtained by multiplying the pulse pressure
AP by the first coeflicient to the average blood pressure Pave.
On the other hand, when a coeflicient to be multiplied by the
pulse pressure AP in Expression (2) is set as a second
coeflicient, the diastolic blood pressure Pmin is calculated
by subtracting a value obtained by multiplying the pulse
pressure AP by the second coefficient to the average blood
pressure Pave. Any value can be set to the first and second
coefficients.

[0183] The methods of calculating the systolic blood pres-
sure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin are not
limited to the calculation of Expressions (1) and (2)
described above. When the systolic blood pressure Pmax
and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin are calculated in
accordance with the pulse pressure AP and the average blood
pressure Pave, any specific calculation method can be used.
In each of the above-described embodiments in which the
systolic blood pressure Pmax is calculated by adding the
value obtained by multiplying the pulse pressure AP by the
first coeflicient to the average blood pressure Pave and the
diastolic blood pressure Pmin is calculated by subtracting
the value obtained by multiplying the pulse pressure AP by
the second coeflicient from the average blood pressure Pave,
it is possible to calculate the systolic blood pressure Pmax
and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin with high precision
using the tendency that the value obtained by adding the
value obtained by multiplying the pulse pressure AP by the
first coefficient to the average blood pressure Pave is
approximate to the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the
value obtained by subtracting the value obtained by multi-
plying the pulse pressure AP by the second coeflicient from
the average blood pressure Pave is approximate to the
diastolic blood pressure Pmin.

[0184] (5) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 has calculated the
pulse pressure AP, but the index calculated by the pulse
pressure calculation unit 53 is not limited to the pulse
pressure AP. For example, the pulse pressure calculation unit
53 can also calculate a value calculated by substituting the
pulse pressure AP to a predetermined function or a value
obtained by multiplying the pulse pressure AP by a coefli-
cient. As understood from the above description, the index
calculated by the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 is
expressed comprehensively as an index related to the pulse
pressure AP (hereinafter referred to as a “pulse pressure
index”) and the pulse pressure index includes both the pulse
pressure AP and a value calculated using the pulse pressure
AP.

[0185] The pulse pressure calculation unit 53 may calcu-
late an amplitude index and cause the display device 23 to
display the amplitude index. As understood from the above
description, the amplitude index and the resistance index
calculated by the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 may be
presented as independent indexes to a subject. Even in the
configuration in which the amplitude index or the resistance
index is calculated as an independent index, a cuff is not
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necessary in principle. Thus, it is possible to calculate each
index with high precision while reducing a physical load on
the subject.

[0186] (6) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 (the resistance calcu-
lation unit 533) has calculated the ratio (SF/SM) of the blood
mass integration value SM and the blood flow integration
value SF as the resistance index, but a value calculated as the
resistance index is not limited to the ratio (SE/SM). For
example, a configuration in which the resistance index is
calculated by substituting the ratio (SF/SM) to a predeter-
mined function or a configuration in which the resistance
index is calculated by multiplying the ratio (SF/SM) by a
coeflicient can also be adopted. For example, a configuration
in which a difference between the blood mass integration
value SM and the blood flow integration value SF is calcu-
lated as the resistance index can also be adopted. However,
in the configuration in which the resistance index is calcu-
lated using the ratio of the blood mass integration value SM
and the blood flow integration value SF, the resistance index
can be calculated with high precision using the tendency that
the ratio of the blood mass integration value SM and the
blood flow integration value SF correlates with the pulse
wave velocity.

[0187] (7) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 (the amplitude calcu-
lation unit 531) has calculated the ratio (AF/AM) of the
amplitude AF and the amplitude AM as the amplitude index,
but a value calculated as the amplitude index is not limited
to the ratio (AF/AM). For example, a configuration in which
the ratio (AF/AM) is substituted to a predetermined function
or a configuration in which the amplitude index is calculated
by multiplying the ratio (AF/AM) by a coeflicient can also be
adopted. For example, a configuration in which a difference
between the amplitude AF and the amplitude AM is calcu-
lated as the amplitude index can also be adopted. Here, in the
configuration in which the amplitude index is calculated
using the ratio of the amplitude AF and the amplitude AM,
the amplitude index can be calculated with high precision
using the tendency that the ratio (AF/AM) of the amplitude
AM and the amplitude AF correlates to the blood flow rate.
It is possible to calculate the amplitude index while reducing
an influence of a skin thickness.

[0188] (8) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 has used the temporal
change MT in the blood mass index M during one analysis
period T in the calculation of the pulse pressure AP, but the
temporal change MT obtained by averaging the temporal
changes MT in the blood mass index M in each of the
plurality of analysis periods T over the plurality of analysis
periods T may be used in the calculation of the pulse
pressure AP. For the blood flow index F, the temporal change
FT obtained by averaging the temporal changes FT in the
blood flow index F in each of the plurality of analysis
periods T over the plurality of analysis periods T may be
used in the calculation of the pulse pressure AP.

[0189] (9) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the pulse pressure calculation unit 53 (the resistance calcu-
lation unit 533) has normalized each of the blood mass index
M and the blood flow index F within the normalization range
equal to or greater than 0 and equal to or less than 1, but any
upper limit and any lower limit of the normalization range
can be used as long as the blood mass index M and the blood
flow index F are normalized in a common range.
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[0190] (10) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the average blood pressure calculation unit 55 has calculated
the average blood pressure Pave, but biological information
calculated by the average blood pressure calculation unit 55
is not limited to the foregoing examples. For example, the
average blood pressure calculation unit 55 can also calculate
a value calculated by substituting the average blood pressure
Pave to a predetermined function or a value obtained by
multiplying the average blood pressure Pave by a coeflicient.
As understood from the foregoing description, the index
calculated by the average blood pressure calculation unit 55
is comprehensively expressed as an index related to the
average blood pressure Pave (hereinafter referred to as an
“average blood pressure index”), the average blood pressure
index includes both the average blood pressure Pave and a
value calculated using the average blood pressure Pave.

[0191] (11) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the average blood pressure calculation unit 55 has calculated
the average blood pressure Pave in accordance with the
average value obtained by averaging the blood vessel diam-
eter indexes (the blood mass indexes M or the absorbance
indexes J) during the analysis period T and the average value
Fave obtained by averaging the blood flow indexes F during
the analysis period T, but a method of calculating the
average blood pressure Pave is not limited to the foregoing
example. A configuration in which a time length of the
analysis period T in which the blood vessel diameter indexes
are averaged is caused to be different from a time length of
the analysis period T in which the blood flow indexes F are
averaged or a configuration in which the analysis period T
in which the blood vessel diameter indexes are averaged
does not overlap the analysis period T in which the blood
flow indexes F are averaged on the time axis can be adopted.

[0192] In each of the above-described embodiments, the
average blood pressure calculation unit 55 has calculated the
average value Mave by averaging the plurality of blood
mass indexes M within the analysis period T and has
calculated the average value Fave by averaging the plurality
of blood flow indexes F, but methods of calculating the
average value Mave and the average value Fave are not
limited to the foregoing example. For example, the average
value Mave and the average value Fave may be calculated
by calculating the average intensity spectrum by averaging
the plurality of intensity spectra calculated at time points
different within the analysis period T to calculate the average
intensity spectrum and performing the calculation in the
average intensity spectrum. The average value Jave can also
be similarly calculated from the average intensity spectrum.
When the average intensity <I>> is changed within the
analysis period T, there is a possibility of the average blood
pressure Pave not being appropriately calculated in the
configuration in which the average intensity spectrum is
used. Accordingly, even when the average intensity <I%> is
changed, a configuration in which the average value Mave
and the average value Fave are calculated at each time point
within the analysis period T is appropriate, as exemplified in
the above-described first embodiment, from the viewpoint of
calculating the average blood pressure Pave with high
precision.

[0193] (12) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the biological analysis device 100 configured as a single
device has been described, but as will be exemplified below,
the plurality of components of the biological analysis device
100 can be realized as mutually separate devices. In the
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following description, an element calculating the systolic
blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pressure Pmin
from the detection signal Z is referred to as a “calculation
processing unit 27”. The calculation processing unit 27
includes, for example, the components exemplified in FIG.
3 (the calculation unit 51A, the calculation unit 51B, the
pulse pressure calculation unit 53, the average blood pres-
sure calculation unit 55, and the blood pressure calculation
unit 57). In an embodiment other than the first embodiment,
the calculation processing unit 27 is configured as a similar
element.

[0194] In each of the above-described embodiments, the
biological analysis device 100 including the detection units
30 (30A, 30B, . . . ) has been exemplified, but as exemplified
in FIG. 39, the detection unit 30 is assumed to be separate
from the biological analysis device 100. The detection umt
30 is, for example, a portable optical sensor module that is
worn on the measurement region H such as a wrist, an upper
wrist, or the like of a subject. The biological analysis device
100 is realized as, for example, an information terminal such
as a mobile phone or a smartphone. The biological analysis
device 100 may be realized as a wrist watch type informa-
tion terminal. The detection signal 7 generated by the
detection unit 30 is transmitted to the biological analysis
device 100 in a wired or wireless manner. The calculation
processing unit 27 of the biological analysis device 100
calculates the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic
blood pressure Pmin from the detection signal 7 and dis-
plays the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic
blood pressure Pmin on the display device 23. As understood
from the foregoing description, the detection unit 30 can be
omitted from the biological analysis device 100.

[0195] In each of the above-described embodiments, the
biological analysis device 100 including the display device
23 has been exemplified, but as exemplified in FIG. 40, the
display device 23 may be configured to be separate from the
biological analysis device 100. The calculation processing
unit 27 of the biological analysis device 100 calculates the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin from the detection signal Z and transmits data for
displaying the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic
blood pressure Pmin to the display device 23. The display
device 23 may be a dedicated display device, but may be
mounted on, for example, an information terminal such as a
mobile phone or a smartphone or a wrist watch type infor-
mation terminal which can be carried by a subject. The
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin calculated by the calculation processing unit 27 of
the biological analysis device 100 are transmitted to the
display device 23 in a wired or wireless manner. The display
device 23 displays the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the
diastolic blood pressure Pmin received from the biological
analysis device 100. As understood from the foregoing
description, the display device 23 can be omitted from the
biological analysis device 100.

[0196] As exemplified in FIG. 41, the detection unit 30
and the display device 23 are assumed to be separate from
the biological analysis device 100 (the calculation process-
ing unit 27). For example, the biological analysis device 100
(the calculation processing unit 27) is mounted on an
information terminal such as a mobile phone or a smart-
phone.

[0197] In the configuration in which the detection unit 30
is separate from the biological analysis device 100, the
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calculation unit 51A can also be mounted on the detection
unit 30. The blood mass index M and the blood flow index
F calculated by the calculation unit 51 are transmitted from
the detection unit 30 to the biological analysis device 100 in
a wired or wireless manner. As understood from the fore-
going description, the index calculation unit 51A can be
omitted from the biological analysis device 100.

[0198] (13) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the wrist watch type biological analysis device 100 includ-
ing the casing 12 and the belt 14 has been exemplified, but
any specific form of the biological analysis device 100 can
be used. For example, the biological analysis device 100 of
any type such as a patch type which can be attached to the
body of a subject, an ear-mounted type which can be
mounted on the ears of a subject, a finger-mounted type (for
example, a nail-mounted type) which can be mounted on a
finger of a subject), or a head-mounted type which can be
mounted on the head of a subject can be adopted. A handle
type or grip type of biological analysis device 100 capable
of measuring biological information when a subject holds
the biological analysis device with his or her hands can also
be adopted.

[0199] (14) In each of the above-described embodiments,
the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood
pressure Pmin of a subject has been displayed on the display
device 23, but the configuration in which the subject is
informed of the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the
diastolic blood pressure Pmin is not limited to the foregoing
example. For example, a subject can also be informed of the
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin by sound. In the ear-mounted type biological
analysis device 100 which can be mounted on the ears of a
subject, a configuration in which the subject is informed of
the systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood
pressure Pmin by sound is particularly appropriate. The
subject may not necessarily be informed of the pulse pres-
sure AP. For example, the systolic blood pressure Pmax and
the diastolic blood pressure Pmin calculated by the biologi-
cal analysis device 100 may be transmitted from a commu-
nication network to another communication device. The
systolic blood pressure Pmax and the diastolic blood pres-
sure Pmin may be stored in a portable recording medium
detachably mounted on the storage device 22 of the biologi-
cal analysis device 100 or the biological analysis device 100.
[0200] (15) The biological analysis device 100 according
to each of the above-described embodiments is realized in
cooperation with the control device 21 and a program, as
exemplified above. The program according to a preferred
aspect of the invention can be provided in a form stored a
recording medium which can be read by the computer to be
installed on the computer. The program stored in a recording
medium included in a delivery server can also be provided
to a computer in a form delivered via a communication
network. The recording medium is, for example, a non-
transitory recording medium. An optical recording medium
(optical disc) such as a CD-ROM is a good example, but a
recording medium with any known format such as a semi-
conductor recording medium or a magnpetic recording
medium can be included. The non-transitory recording
medium includes any recording medium removing a transi-
tory and propagating signal, and a volatile recording
medium is not excluded.

[0201] The entire disclosures of Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2017-157162, filed Aug. 16, 2017 and Japanese
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Patent Application No. 2018-104934, filed May 31, 2018 are
expressly incorporated by reference herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A biological analysis device comprising:

a pulse pressure calculation unit that calculates a pulse
pressure index related to a pulse pressure of a biologi-
cal body;

an average blood pressure calculation unit that calculates
an average blood pressure index related to an average
blood pressure of the biological body; and

a blood pressure calculation unit that calculates a systolic
blood pressure and a diastolic blood pressure in accor-
dance with the pulse pressure index and the average
blood pressure index,

wherein at least one of the pulse pressure index and the
average blood pressure index is calculated in accor-
dance with a blood flow index which is calculated from
an intensity spectrum related to a frequency of light
reflected and received from an inside of the biological
body through radiation of a laser beam and is related to
a blood flow of the biological body.

2. The biological analysis device according to claim 1,

wherein the blood flow index is calculated by integrating
a product of intensity of each frequency in the intensity
spectrum and the frequency within a predetermined
frequency range.

3. The biological analysis device according to claim 1,

wherein the pulse pressure calculation unit calculates the
pulse pressure index in accordance with a blood mass
integration value obtained by integrating a blood mass
index related to a blood mass of the biological body
during an integration period and a blood flow integra-
tion value obtained by integrating the blood flow index
during the integration period.

4. The biological analysis device according to claim 1,

wherein the average blood pressure calculation unit cal-
culates the average blood pressure index in accordance
with a blood vessel diameter index related to a blood
vessel diameter of the biological body and the blood
flow index.

5. The biological analysis device according to claim 1,

wherein the biological analysis device is worn on an
upper arm or a wrist of a biological body.

6. The biological analysis device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a first detection device and a second detection device that
each include a light-emitting unit radiating a laser beam
to the biological body and a light-receiving unit receiv-
ing the laser beam reflected from an inside of the
biological body,

wherein the pulse pressure calculation unit calculates the
pulse pressure index using a detection signal indicating
a light reception level by the light-receiving unit of the
first detection device, and

wherein the average blood pressure calculation unit cal-
culates the average blood pressure index using a detec-
tion signal indicating a light reception level by the
light-receiving unit of the second detection device.

7. The biological analysis device according to claim 6,

wherein the first detection device and the second detection
device are provided at positions different in a circum-
ferential direction of a limb of the biological body.
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8. The biological analysis device according to claim 7,
wherein the first detection device is worn on a surface of
a trunk of the upper arm of the biological body, and
wherein the second detection device is installed on a

surface of the upper arm opposite to the trunk.

9. The biological analysis device according to claim 7,

wherein the first detection device is installed on a surface
of a palm in a wrist of the biological body, and

wherein the second detection device is installed on a
surface of a back of the wrist.

10. The biological analysis device according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a detection device that includes a light-emitting unit
radiating a laser beam to the biological body and a
light-receiving unit receiving the laser beam reflected
from an inside of the biological body,

wherein the pulse pressure calculation unit calculates the
pulse pressure index using a detection signal indicating
a light reception level by the light-receiving unit of the
detection device, and

wherein the average blood pressure calculation unit cal-
culates the pulse pressure index using a detection signal
indicating a light reception level by the light-receiving
unit of the detection device.

11. The biological analysis device according to claim 10,

wherein the detection device is installed on a surface of an
upper arm of the biological body opposite to a trunk.

12. The biological analysis device according to claim 10,

wherein the detection device is installed on a surface of a
back of a wrist of the biological body.

13. A biological analysis method comprising:

calculating a pulse pressure index related to a pulse
pressure of a biological body;
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calculating an average blood pressure index related to an
average blood pressure of the biological body; and

calculating a systolic blood pressure and a diastolic blood
pressure in accordance with the pulse pressure index
and the average blood pressure index,

wherein at least one of the pulse pressure index and the
average blood pressure index is calculated in accor-
dance with a blood flow index which is calculated from
an intensity spectrum related to a frequency of light
reflected and received from an inside of the biological
body through radiation of a laser beam and is related to
a blood flow of the biological body.

14. A program causing a conmputer to function as:

a pulse pressure calculation unit that calculates a pulse
pressure index related to a pulse pressure of a biologi-
cal body;

an average blood pressure calculation unit that calculates
an average blood pressure index related to an average
blood pressure of the biological body; and

a blood pressure calculation unit that calculates a systolic
blood pressure and a diastolic blood pressure in accor-
dance with the pulse pressure index and the average
blood pressure index,

wherein at least one of the pulse pressure index and the
average blood pressure index is calculated in accor-
dance with a blood flow index which is calculated from
an intensity spectrum related to a frequency of light
reflected and received from an inside of the biological
body through radiation of a laser beam and is related to
a blood flow of the biological body.

* ok %k



THMBW(EF)

[ i (S RIR) A ()
e (S IR) A (%)

HAT R E (TR AGE)

FRI& B A

KRN

IPCH %5
CPCH%E=

£

S EREEEE

BEX)

MO MEEERE  BREUEERT , HtESEMENERXNKE
ERPONETHERER  TESENMENFEMERXN FEMmEEL
mE T8 T RERERERANFEmEERITERBENTKE. BRI\
MAERITEREERNFONERRTHED -, ZIREBER
REER RS aNE WA REER SN KE X RRER AR E X EITE

EMDITRE , WD EENERF

US20190053768A1

US16/103968

BIZREEHKRA 24

SEIKO EPSON CORPORATION

SEIKO EPSON CORPORATION

ENARI MEGUMI
SAWADO AYAE
YAMADA KOHEI
YAMADA AKIKO
IKEDA AKIRA
FUKUOKA MASAYASU
KITAHARA AKIRA

ENARI, MEGUMI
SAWADO, AYAE
YAMADA, KOHEI
YAMADA, AKIKO
IKEDA, AKIRA
FUKUOKA, MASAYASU
KITAHARA, AKIRA

A61B5/00 A61B5/026 A61B5/021

2017157162 2017-08-16 JP
2018104934 2018-05-31 JP

Espacenet

B, MARSEMENMBRER,

A61B5/7278 A61B5/0261 A61B5/6824 A61B5/02108

2019-02-21

2018-08-16

patsnap



https://share-analytics.zhihuiya.com/view/a334661d-1cce-4a6a-ae26-76d59f51b182
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/065360289/publication/US2019053768A1?q=US2019053768A1
http://appft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&d=PG01&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsrchnum.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&s1=%2220190053768%22.PGNR.&OS=DN/20190053768&RS=DN/20190053768

