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1
CONTINUOUS NON-INVASIVE BLOOD
PRESSURE MEASUREMENT APPARATUS
AND METHODS PROVIDING AUTOMATIC
RECALIBRATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/275,453, filed on Nov. 21, 2008, which is a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/015,033,
filed Dec. 20, 2004, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,455,643, which is
a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
10/884,962, filed Jul. 7, 2004, now abandoned, which claims
priority to U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/484,640,
filed Jul. 7, 2003, all of which are incorporated by reference
herein in their entireties.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to apparatus for continuous non-
invasive blood pressure (CNIBP) measurement.

BACKGROUND

There are various devices for measuring the blood pres-
sure of subjects in a continuous and non-invasive manner.
Some such devices exploit the fact that the pulse transit time
(or speed of propagation of heart pulse waves, or pulse wave
velocity) varies with blood pressure (and a number of other
factors). If all other factors are equal then one can track
changes in blood pressure by monitoring the pulse transit
time or the speed at which pressure pulses propagate. One
device which exploits this principle is described in U.S. Pat.
No. 6,599,251 entitled CONTINUOUS NON-INVASIVE
BLOOD PRESSURE MONITORING METHOD AND
APPARATUS, which is hereby incorporated herein by ref-
erence. This device determines blood pressure based on a
differential pulse transit time (DPTT) which is measured
between two pulse waveforms obtained from two pulse
signal detectors, for example optical pulse oximetry sensors,
at two peripheral sites on a subject. DPTT is inversely
proportional to the pulse propagation speed or pulse wave
velocity. An increasing DPTT reflects a decreasing pulse
propagation speed and an increasing blood pressure, and
vice versa.

One issue with such CNIBP devices is that there are a
large number of interacting factors which can effect the
pulse propagation speed (or pulse wave velocity) or DPTT.
These factors include:

the effects of vasoactive drug administration which alters
the compliance of the arteries,

changes in the subject’s physical position,

changes of sensor locations,

changes in the subject’s blood density, and so on.

Because the condition of a subject can vary over time the
relationship between blood pressure and pulse propagation
speed (or pulse wave velocity) or DPTT can also vary over
time. It is therefore necessary to recalibrate blood pressure
measurement systems which rely on pulse propagation
speed (or pulse wave velocity) or DPTT measurements.
Recalibration involves taking one or more reference blood
pressure measurements. Reference blood pressure measure-
ments may be obtained by way of any suitable alternative
blood pressure measurement system such as a cuff-based
system, an oscillometric blood pressure measurement
mechanism, or the like. The reference blood pressure mea-
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surements can be used to redetermine coefficients in a
CNIBP calculation formula which, for example, relates
DPTT to blood pressure.

It is difficult to predict when the cumulative effect of
factors which can affect the calculation that relates blood
pressure to DPTT or pulse wave velocity of a CNIBP system
is sufficient to require that the system be recalibrated. This
is especially true in the environments in which such systems
are often used. There is no simple rule for when to manually
recalibrate a CNIBP system which takes into account all the
effects that may lead to changes to the relationship between
blood pressure and the pulse propagation speed (or pulse
wave velocity) or DPTT. There is, therefore, a need for
systems capable of reliably triggering recalibration when
necessary.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention provides CNIBP methods and apparatus
which automatically determine when it is necessary to
perform a recalibration. The methods and apparatus monitor
features of pulse waves in a subject and initiate recalibration
when the monitored features differ from corresponding
reference features in a stored template.

A first aspect of the invention provides a method for
maintaining calibration of a continuous non-invasive blood
pressure (CNIBP) measurement system. The method com-
prises performing a calibration by: obtaining for a subject a
reference blood pressure value, reference CNIBP data (e.g.
DPTT or pulse wave velocity) at the point reference blood
pressure is taken and reference pulse wave data; calculating
and storing coeflicients of a CNIBP calculation formula
based on the reference blood pressure value and the refer-
ence CNIBP data; and, storing a template comprising infor-
mation characterizing one or more characteristics of the
reference pulse wave data. The reference pulse wave data
corresponds to one or more reference pulse waves and is
used for determining when recalibration should be triggered.
Subsequently, the method obtains subsequent pulse wave
data characterizing one or more subsequent pulse waves of
the subject and evaluates a recalibration condition compar-
ing the subsequent pulse wave data to the template. If the
subsequent pulse wave data and template satisfy the recali-
bration condition, the method repeats performing the cali-
bration of the CNIBP measurement system.

Another aspect of the invention provides apparatus for
continuous non-invasive blood pressure (CNIBP) measure-
ment. The apparatus comprises: a reference blood pressure
measurement mechanism,; at least one CNIBP sensor having
an output signal which varies with a blood pressure of a
subject; and a CNIBP controller. The CNIBP controller is
configured to compute a blood pressure of the subject from
the output signal according to a CNIBP calculation formula
comprising at least one coefficient. The CNIBP controller is
configured to trigger the reference blood pressure measure-
ment mechanism to obtain a reference blood pressure and to
use the reference blood pressure to determine a new value
for the at least one coefficient by: monitoring a pulse wave
signal representing pulse waves of the subject; valuating a
recalibration condition comparing pulse waves in the pulse
wave signal to a stored template; and, determining whether
the pulse waves and template satisfy the recalibration con-
dition.

Further aspects of the invention and features of various
embodiments of the invention are set out below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In drawings which illustrate non-limiting embodiments of
the invention:
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a CNIBP measurement
system;

FIG. 2 is a plot of a pulse signal; and

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a method according to
the invention.

DESCRIPTION

Throughout the following description, specific details are
set forth in order to provide a more thorough understanding
of the invention. However, the invention may be practiced
without these particulars. In other instances, well known
elements have not been shown or described in detail to avoid
unnecessarily obscuring the invention. Accordingly, the
specification and drawings are to be regarded in an illustra-
tive, rather than a restrictive, sense.

FIG. 1 shows a CNIBP measurement system 10 according
to the invention. System 10 includes a CNIBP controller 12
which controls the operation of CNIBP measurement system
10. CNIBP controller 12 also controls the operation of a
reference blood pressure measurement module 16. CNIBP
controller 12 has access to a data store 13. Data store 13 may
comprise a combination of storage devices accessible to
CNIBP controller 12 and may include registers and other
embedded memory in a processor or other devices within
CNIBP controller 12. CNIBP controller 12 executes com-
puter software instructions of recalibration detection soft-
ware 15A. Under the control of software 15A, CNIBP
controller 12 monitors a number of parameters and deter-
mines from the monitored parameters whether it is appro-
priate to trigger a recalibration of system 10.

If CNIBP controller 12 determines that it is appropriate to
recalibrate system 10 then CNIBP controller 12 triggers the
operation of a calibration routine 15B. Under the control of
calibration routine 15B, CNIBP controller 12 causes refer-
ence blood pressure measurement module 16 to obtain a
reference measurement of the subject’s blood pressure.
Based upon the reference measurement, CNIBP controller
12 determines new coeflicients 19 for a blood pressure
calculation formula. CNIBP controller 12 stores the new
coefficients in data store 13.

In the illustrated embodiment, reference blood pressure
measurement module 16 includes a blood pressure detecting
means 17 which may include one or more sensors. Blood
pressure detecting means 17 comprises any suitable detector
for obtaining a reliable measurement of blood pressure. For
example, blood pressure detecting means 17 may comprise:
a cuff-based system, an oscillometric blood pressure mea-
surement mechanism, or the like. Various blood pressure
measurement systems suitable for use as blood pressure
detecting means 17 are known.

Under control of calibration routine 158, CNIBP control-
ler 12 uses a reference blood pressure based upon a signal
from blood pressure detecting means 17 to calibrate CNIBP
measurement system 10. Calibration involves determining
new coeflicients for a CNIBP calculation formula that pres-
ents the relationship between blood pressure and pulse
propagation speed (or pulse wave velocity) or DPTT. Sub-
sequently, CNIBP measurement system 10 operates using
the new coeflicients to provide measurements of the sub-
ject’s blood pressure until the next time recalibration detec-
tion software 15A determines that it is necessary to recali-
brate system 10.

In an example embodiment of the invention, system 10
receives a signal from a sensor which detects pulse waves in
a subject. In the illustrated embodiment of the invention,
system 10 includes at least two sensors 18 which detect
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pulse waves on the subject. In the illustrated embodiment,
pulse waves are detected by the same sensors 18 which also
provide inputs for CNIBP measurement system 10. The
illustrated system 10 detects a pulse wave at each of sensors
18 and determines blood pressure, at least in part, from a
difference in the times at which the pulse wave arrives at
sensors 18.

CNIBP controller 12 monitors a number of features of the
pulse waves. FIG. 2 is an example of a pulse wave signal 20
as might be detected by a pulse-oximetry-type sensor asso-
ciated with CNIBP measurement system 10. Pulse wave 20
has a systolic peak 22, a dichrotic notch 23 and a reflected
wave peak 24. Pulse wave signal 20 may be digitized. In the
illustrated embodiment, a CNIBP module 14 includes appro-
priate signal processing electronics and analog to digital
converter(s) (not shown) to acquire and digitize signals from
sensors 18 and to make the digitized signals available to
CNIBP controller 12. Those skilled in the art are familiar
with the design and construction of circuits for the acquisi-
tion and digitization of signals from sensors such as pulse-
oximetry-type sensors.

Pulse wave 20 has a number of features. These features
are illustrated in FIG. 3. One feature of pulse wave 20 is its
area.

A second feature of pulse wave 20 is the height of systolic
peak, or “pulse amplitude”, 22. In FIG. 2 the pulse amplitude
is indicated by arrow 28.

A third feature of pulse wave 20 is the shape of pulse wave
20. The shape of the portion 30 of pulse wave 20 is believed
to be especially sensitive to at least some factors that can
make recalibration necessary in its portion 30 between
systolic peak 22 and end point 27.

A fourth feature is the time differences, AT, between
systolic peak 22 and reflected wave peak 24 and/or between
systolic peak 22 and dichrotic notch 23.

In one embodiment of the invention CNBIP measurement
system 10 is calibrated in an initial calibration. During the
initial calibration, each of the above features, the pulse wave
area, the pulse height, the time, AT between the systolic peak
22 and reflected wave peak 24 or dichrotic notch 23, and the
shape of portion 30 of pulse wave 20 are each characterized.
Information characterizing these features is stored as a
collection of parameters in data store 13. The stored collec-
tion of these parameters may be called a template 21 (see
FIG. 1).

Periodically, for example on each heartbeat, or after each
group of several heartbeats, or at spaced apart times, each of
the parameters is determined for a current pulse wave, or a
current group of pulse waves, and the result is compared to
a stored template 21. Typically stored template 21 is a
template stored at a time of the most recent calibration. If the
difference between the measured parameters and the param-
eters of the stored template 21 exceeds a threshold according
to a suitable metric then a recalibration is triggered.

Various metrics may be used to quantify the difference
between a set of parameters measured at a particular time
and the corresponding parameters of a stored template 21. In
simple cases, each of the parameters is compared to its
counterpart in the stored template 21. In the alternative,
particular combinations of the parameters, or information
derived from the parameters, may be compared to one
another.

The stored template 21 may constitute raw stored mea-
sured parameter values, stored pulse wave data from which
those parameter values can be determined, or the result of
one or more calculations based upon the measured param-
eter values.
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The shape of part 30 of waveform 20 may be recorded, for
example, by storing a number of points from portion 30 of
the waveform in a data store. When a subsequent measure-
ment is made of the shape of portion 30 of a subsequent
pulse wave, the difference can be computed, for example, as:

an average of the absolute values of differences between
corresponding ones of the points on the two pulse waves;

an average of the sum of squares of differences between
corresponding ones of the points of the two pulse waves;

the result of another correlation calculation between a
subsequent measurement and the stored template 21;

fitting a fitting function to each of the two pulse waves and
comparing coeflicients of the fitted fitting function;

some combination of these; or the like.

The area of pulse wave 20 may be determined by inte-
grating pulse wave 20 between a chosen start point 26, and
a suitably chosen end point 27. The end point may, for
example, be at the consequent diastolic valley. The start
point may, for example, be at the foot of the pulse wave or
the diastolic valley.

Instead of integrating the area of a pulse wave 20, CNIBP
controller 12 could measure the height and width of a pulse
wave 20 as indicated by arrows 28 and 36 in FIG. 2. The
product of height and width measurements could be used in
place of the area parameter. If this is done, the measurement
indicated by arrow 36 should be taken at a signal amplitude
which is smaller than the amplitude of dichrotic notch 23.
The amplitude at which width 36 is measured may be a
function of the amplitude at one or more points in wave form
20, such as a function of amplitudes at systolic peak 22
and/or reflected wave peak 24. A reference value for pulse
wave area may be compared directly to a current value of
pulse wave area, for example by subtraction or division.

The time difference AT may be determined in any of
various suitable ways including;

performing peak detection on raw pulse wave data to
identify the systolic peak 22 and reflected wave peak 24
and/or dichrotic notch 23 and to determine how far apart
they are in time;

using cross-correlation methods to locate the peaks and/or
the notch;

computing a first derivative of pulse wave 20 to find
systolic and diastolic peaks 22, 24 and/or either one of the
peaks and notch 23;

computing a second derivative of pulse wave 20 to find to
find systolic and diastolic peaks 22, 24 and/or either one of
the peaks and notch 23;

some combination of these techniques, etc.

A reference value of AT may be compared directly to a
current value of AT, for example by comparing the result of
a subtraction or division of the reference and current values
of AT to a threshold.

If the relationship between the reference parameters of the
template and the current parameters satisfies a recalibration
condition then CNIBP controller 12 initiates a recalibration
routine. The recalibration condition may include comparing
a current value of one or more of the above parameters to a
corresponding value from a stored template. The condition
may be the logical “OR” of two or more sub-conditions. The
sub-conditions may include, for example, two or more of:

the difference in the area parameter exceeds a first thresh-
old;

the difference in the AT parameter exceeds a second
threshold;

the difference in the shape parameter exceeds a third
threshold;
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an average or weighted average of differences in two or
more of the area, AT and shape parameters exceeds a fourth
threshold;

and so on.

The sub-conditions could also include one or more addi-
tional sub-conditions such as:

more than a specified time has passed since the most
recent recalibration;

the calculated value for the subject’s blood pressure
differs from the most-recently-obtained reference blood
pressure by more than a threshold amount (for example
+30%);

an average rate of change of the subject’s calculated blood
pressure has exceeded a threshold amount over a predeter-
mined period;

some combination of these sub-conditions etc.

Optionally system 10 includes a first mechanism for
triggering recalibration based upon features of pulse wave
20 and a second mechanism for triggering recalibration on
the basis of time since the last recalibration.

FIG. 3 illustrates a method 100 according to the invention.
In block 110, method 100 acquires pulse wave data (block
110A) for later use in determining whether recalibration is
necessary, a reference blood pressure value (block 110B)
and reference CNIBP data (block 110C) for determining
CNIBP calculation coefficients in calibration. In block 112,
the reference blood pressure and the pulse wave or DPTT
data are used to derive calibration information for CNIBP
measurement system 10. The calibration information may
comprise, for example, one or more parameters which affect
the CNIBP calculation of the subject’s blood pressure.

In block 114 a template 21 is stored. The template is based
upon the pulse wave information obtained in block 110A.
Block 114 may be performed at any time after the pulse
wave information has been obtained. Block 114 may be
performed prior to, after or simultaneously with the calibra-
tion performed in block 112. The data stored in block 114
may be combined values (e.g. combined by averaging)
describing characteristics of one or more pulse waves taken
during the calibration process.

In block 118 CNIBP measurements are performed using
the calibration information determined in block 112. The
CNIBP measurements are periodically updated. The CNIBP
data may be obtained, for example, each time a single or
multiple heartbeats are detected at sensors 18 (see FIG. 1).

In block 120, current pulse wave data is obtained, pro-
cessed if necessary, and compared to the template which was
stored in block 114. Block 122 determines whether or not a
recalibration condition, which is based upon the pulse wave
data and the stored template 21, is satisfied. If block 122
determines that the recalibration condition is satisfied then
method 100 loops back to perform another calibration on
path 123. If block 122 discovers that the recalibration
condition is not satisfied then method 100 loops back to
continue performing CNIBP measurements on path 124.

In some embodiments of the invention, the recalibration
condition and/or one or more sub-conditions of the recali-
bration condition include a parameter that affects the sensi-
tivity of the condition or sub-condition. Whether or not the
condition or sub-condition is satisfied depends upon the
current value of the sensitivity parameter, the value(s) used
as inputs for the condition or sub-condition and any thresh-
old(s) used in evaluating the condition or sub-condition. For
example, where a sub-condition compares a number derived
from a feature of a waveform to a threshold, the sensitivity
parameter may comprise a factor that adds to, subtracts
from, multiplies or divides the threshold and/or the derived
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number being compared to the threshold. The value of the
sensitivity factor affects what values for the derived number
will cause the condition or sub-condition to be satisfied.

Separate sensitivity parameters may be provided for each
of a plurality of sub-conditions. Apparatus according to the
invention may provide an interface which permits a user to
vary one or more sensitivity parameters. A single user input
may simultaneously control values of multiple sensitivity
parameters.

In some cases, motion artifacts could cause system 10 to
measure values that result in a recalibration condition to
being satisfied in a case where the condition would not be
satisfied in the absence of the motion artifact.

System 10 may comprise an artifact detecting mechanism,
that monitors the signals received from sensors 18 for
characteristics which tend to indicate the presence of motion
artifacts. For example some motion artifacts include com-
ponents much higher and/or much lower frequencies than
heartbeat frequencies. Some motion artifacts have charac-
teristic waveforms. Motion artifacts can result in rapid
fluctuations in DPTT. The artifact detecting mechanism
could include one or more of:

A mechanism that detects high and/or low frequency
components in the pulse wave signal(s). For example, soft-
ware or hardware that performs a time-to-frequency domain
transformation such as a fast Fourier transform on one or
more of the signals being monitored;

A mechanism that attempts to match a waveform of one
or more of the signals being monitored to patterns charac-
teristic of motion artifacts. For example, software or hard-
ware that performs pattern matching; and,

A mechanism that detects rapid variations in measured

DPTT. For example, the mechanism may detect whether
DPTT varies by more than a threshold amount, for example
+20%, between adjacent pulses.
The artifact detecting mechanism may comprise a software
routine and/or suitable hardware. The artifact detecting
mechanism may trigger a timer upon an artifact being
detected.

In some embodiments of the invention the artifact detec-
tion mechanism suppresses recalibration being triggered or,
in the alternative suppresses recalibration being triggered by
one or more selected sub-conditions, for a predetermined
time after an artifact is detected. In some embodiments
system 10 is configured to trigger recalibration, even if
recalibration would not otherwise be triggered, in cases
where artifacts are detected over a significant period. For
example, upon detection of a motion artifact, system 10 may
suppress recalibration for a first time period, for example a
period in the range of 5-45 seconds, typically about 30
seconds. If artifacts continue to be detected so that recali-
bration is still being suppressed at the end of a second,
longer, time period, for example a time period in the range
of 45 seconds to 1 or 2 minutes, then system 10 may trigger
a recalibration.

In some instances the artifact detection mechanism may
detect a motion artifact while a calibration is being per-
formed. Systems according to some embodiments of the
invention are configured to ignore results of the calibration
being performed in response to the detection of a motion
artifact. Such systems may terminate the acquisition of a
blood pressure by reference blood pressure measurement
module 16 in response to the detection of a motion artifact.
In response to detection of the motion artifact, the system
may suppress recalibration for a short period, as described
above, and/or schedule the interrupted calibration to be
performed after a suitable interval which is long enough for

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

effects of the motion artifact to have subsided and is also
long enough to permit blood pressure measurement module
16 to be reset, if necessary.

Certain implementations of the invention comprise com-
puter processors which execute software instructions which
cause the processors to perform a method of the invention.
For example, one or more processors in a CNIBP controller
may implement the methods of FIG. 3 by executing software
instructions in a program memory accessible to the proces-
sors. The invention may also be provided in the form of a
program product. The program product may comprise any
medium which carries a set of computer-readable signals
comprising instructions which, when executed by a com-
puter processor, cause the processor to execute a method of
the invention. Program products according to the invention
may be in any of a wide variety of forms. The program
product may comprise, for example, physical media such as
magnetic data storage media including floppy diskettes, hard
disk drives, optical data storage media including CD ROMs,
DVDs, electronic data storage media including ROMs,
RAM, flash RAM, or the like, or transmission-type media
such as digital or analog communication links. The instruc-
tions may optionally be stored on the medium in a com-
pressed and/or encrypted format.

Where a component (e.g. a software module, processor,
assembly, device, circuit, etc.) is referred to above, unless
otherwise indicated, reference to that component (including
a reference to a “means”) should be interpreted as including
as equivalents of that component any component which
performs the function of the described component (i.e., that
1s functionally equivalent), including components which are
not structurally equivalent to the disclosed structure which
performs the function in the illustrated exemplary embodi-
ments of the invention.

As will be apparent to those skilled in the art in the light
of the foregoing disclosure, many alterations and modifica-
tions are possible in the practice of this invention without
departing from the spirit or scope thereof. For example:

in some embodiments of the invention, a template may be
stored for each of a number of different prior calibration
events. Measured parameters may be compared to each of
the stored templates to find a stored template which is closest
to the measured parameters. A calibration associated with
that closest template may be used. In such embodiments of
the invention recalibration may be triggered only if the
measured parameters are sufficiently different from all of the
stored templates. The stored templates may each expire and
be deleted after a given time.

The templates are not necessarily based upon data for a
single pulse wave. Templates may be constructed from data
from several pulse waves which may be combined by
averaging or the like.

The recalibration condition need not be based on data
from a single pulse wave but may involve comparing data
derived from two or more pulse waves to a template.

In some embodiments of the invention a recalibration
system generates a signal which indicates that recalibration
should be initiated manually rather than automatically per-
forming the recalibration.

The invention may be embodied in a module which
generates a signal which may be used to trigger recalibration
of a separate CNIBP system.

Accordingly, the scope of the invention is to be construed
in accordance with the substance defined by the following
claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating a blood pressure measurement
system, comprising:

activating a blood pressure detector to obtain a first blood

pressure measurement of a subject;

detecting, by a pulse oximetry sensor, a pulse wave signal

from the subject comprising a plurality of individual
pulses;

determining, using a processor, a reference parameter of

the pulse wave signal proximate the time of the first
blood pressure measurement;

storing, using the processor, the reference parameter as a

template;

determining, using the processor, a morphology metric of

one or more individual pulses of the pulse wave signal,
wherein the morphology metric comprises one of an
area of the one or more individual pulses, an amplitude
of the one or more individual pulses, a shape of the one
or more individual pulses, and a time difference of the
one or more individual pulses;

quantifying, using the processor, a difference between the

morphology metric and the template; and

triggering the blood pressure detector to obtain a second

blood pressure measurement of the subject when the
difference passes a threshold.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising tracking,
using the processor, a time duration since the first blood
pressure measurement, and triggering the blood pressure
detector to obtain the second blood pressure measurement
when the difference passes a threshold or when the time
duration exceeds a limit.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the morphology metric
is determined from a current group of individual pulses.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising calculating,
using the processor, a continuous blood pressure measure-
ment after the first blood pressure measurement and before
the second blood pressure measurement.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein calculating the con-
tinuous blood pressure measurement comprises calculating
blood pressure from a differential pulse transit time.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising re-calibrat-
ing, using the processor, the continuous blood pressure
measurement by adjusting the calculation of the differential
pulse transit time, based on the morphology metric of the
pulse wave signal.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising adjusting,
using the processor, the threshold or the difference based on
a sensitivity factor.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising periodically
updating, using the processor, the template.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the template comprises
a reference pulse wave.

10. A method for operating a blood pressure measurement
system, comprising:

activating a blood pressure detector to obtain a first blood

pressure measurement of a subject;

detecting, by a pulse oximetry sensor, a pulsatile signal

from the subject, the pulsatile signal comprising a
plurality of pulses;

determining, using a processor, first and second reference

parameters of the pulsatile signal proximate the time of
the first blood pressure measurement;
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determining, using the processor, first and second mor-
phology parameters of the plurality of pulses, wherein
each of the first and second morphology metric param-
eters comprises one of: an area of the one or more
individual pulses, an amplitude of the one or more
individual pulses, a shape of the one or more individual
pulses, and a time difference of the one or more
individual pulses;

comparing, using the processor, the first morphology

parameter to the first reference parameter, and the
second morphology parameter to the second reference
parameter;

evaluating, using the processor, a new measurement con-

dition based on the comparisons; and

when the new measurement condition is satisfied, trig-

gering the blood pressure detector to obtain a second
blood pressure measurement of the subject.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein evaluating the new
measurement condition comprises performing a logical OR
operation of the first and second comparisons.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising deter-
mining, using the processor, a time duration since the first
blood pressure measurement, and satisfying the new mea-
surement condition when the time duration passes a limit.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising calculat-
ing, using the processor, a continuous blood pressure mea-
surement after the first blood pressure measurement, based
at least in part on the pulsatile signal.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising applying,
using the processor, a sensitivity factor to one or more of the
comparisons.

15. The method of claim 10, further comprising monitor-
ing, using the processor, the pulsatile signal for an indication
of motion, and wherein evaluating the new measurement
condition comprises finding the new measurement condition
to be unsatisfied when the indication of motion is present.

16. The method of claim 10, wherein comparing the first
and second morphology parameters to the first and second
reference parameters, respectively, comprises quantifying a
difference between the first morphology parameter and the
first reference parameter and quantifying a difference
between the second morphology parameter and the second
reference parameter.

17. A method for operating a blood pressure measurement
system, comprising:

detecting, using a pulse oximetry sensor, a pulse wave

signal of a subject;

monitoring, using a processot, a morphology character-

istic of the pulse wave signal over time, wherein the
morphology characteristic comprises one of an area of
a pulse, an amplitude of a pulse, a shape of a portion of
a pulse, and a time difference between first and second
portions of a pulse;

storing, using the processor, a reference characteristic of

the pulse wave signal;

comparing, using the processor, the monitored character-

istic to the reference characteristic;

evaluating, using the processor, a new measurement con-

dition based on the comparison; and

triggering a blood pressure detector to obtain a blood

pressure measurement when the new measurement
condition is satisfied.
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