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AUTONOMOUS DRUG DELIVERY SYSTEM

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE TO ANY
RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] Any and all applications, if any, for which a foreign
or domestic priority claim is identified in the Application
Data Sheet of the present application are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference under 37 CFR 1.57.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Pulse oximetry is a widely accepted noninvasive
procedure for measuring the oxygen saturation level of
arterial blood, an indicator of a person’s oxygen supply. A
typical pulse oximetry system utilizes an optical sensor
attached to a fingertip to measure the relative volume of
oxygenated hemoglobin in pulsatile arterial blood flowing
within the fingertip. Oxygen saturation (SpO2), pulse rate
and a plethysmograph waveform, which is a visualization of
pulsatile blood flow over time, are displayed on a monitor
accordingly.

[0003] Conventional pulse oximetry assumes that arterial
blood is the only pulsatile blood flow in the measurement
site. During patient motion, venous blood also moves, which
causes errors in conventional pulse oximetry. Advanced
pulse oximetry processes the venous blood signal so as to
report true arterial oxygen saturation and pulse rate under
conditions of patient movement. Advanced pulse oximetry
also functions under conditions of low perfusion (small
signal amplitude), intense ambient light (artificial or sun-
light) and electrosurgical instrument interference, which are
scenarios where conventional pulse oximetry tends to fail.
[0004] Advanced pulse oximetry is described in at least
U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,770,028; 6,658.276; 6,157,850; 6,002,952;
5,769,785 and 5,758,644, which are assigned to Masimo
Corporation (“Masimo”) of Irvine, Calif. and are incorpo-
rated in their entirety by reference herein. Corresponding
low noise optical sensors are disclosed in at least U.S. Pat.
Nos. 6,985,764; 6,813,511; 6,792,300; 6,256,523; 6,088,
607; 5,782,757 and 5,638,818, which are also assigned to
Masimo and are also incorporated in their entirety by
reference herein. Advanced pulse oximetry systems includ-
ing Masimo SET® low noise optical sensors and read
through motion pulse oximetry monitors for measuring
Sp02, pulse rate (PR) and perfusion index (PI) are available
from Masimo. Optical sensors include any of Masimo
LNOP®, LNCS®, SofTouch™ and Blue™ adhesive or
reusable sensors. Pulse oximetry monitors include any of
Masimo Rad-8®, Rad-5®, Rad®-5v or SatShare® moni-
tors.

[0005] Advanced blood parameter measurement systems
are described in at least U.S. Pat. No. 7,647,083, filed Mar.
1, 2006, titled Multiple Wavelength Sensor Equalization;
U.S. Pat. No. 7,729,733, filed Mar. 1, 2006, titled Configu-
rable Physiological Measurement System; U.S. Pat. Pub.
No. 2006/0211925, filed Mar. 1, 2006, titled Physiological
Parameter Confidence Measure and U.S. Pat. Pub. No.
2006/0238358, filed Mar. 1, 2006, titled Noninvasive Multi-
Parameter Patient Monitor, all assigned to Cercacor Labo-
ratories, Inc., Irvine, Calif. (Cercacor) and all incorporated
in their entirety by reference herein. Advanced blood param-
eter measurement systems include Masimo Rainbow® SET,
which provides measurements in addition to SpO2, such as
total hemoglobin (SpHb™), oxygen content (SpOC™),
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methemoglobin (SpMet®), carboxyhemoglobin (SpCO®)
and PVI®. Advanced blood parameter sensors include
Masimo Rainbow® adhesive, ReSposable™ and reusable
sensors. Advanced blood parameter monitors include
Masimo Radical-7™, Rad-87™ and Rad-57™ monitors, all
available from Masimo. Such advanced pulse oximeters,
low noise sensors and advanced blood parameter systems
have gained rapid acceptance in a wide variety of medical
applications, including surgical wards, intensive care and
neonatal units, general wards, home care, physical training,
and virtually all types of monitoring scenarios.

SUMMARY OF CERTAIN EMBODIMENTS

[0006] Hospital patients and out-patients may experience
negative effects from various pharmaceutical drugs pre-
scribed for treatment. These negative effects may be due to
overdose, under dose or adverse reactions to these drugs. As
one example, opioids are often given to post-surgical
patients for pain management, and while opioid use is safe
for most patients, opioid analgesics are often associated with
adverse reactions, such as respiratory depression as a result
of excessive dosing, improper monitoring, medication intet-
actions and adverse reactions with other drugs. Complica-
tions from opioid use are inevitable and not always avoid-
able. However, when a patient dies because such
complications were not timely recognized or treated appro-
priately, it is termed a “failure to rescue.”

[0007] Failure to rescue in the case of opioid overdose can
be largely prevented by an advantageous autonomous
administration of an opioid antagonist. Similarly, other
serious patient conditions such as heart arrhythmia, high or
low heart rate, high or low blood pressure, hypoglycemia
and anaphylactic shock, to name a few, may be moderated
by the autonomous administration of an appropriate rescue
drug. An autonomous drug delivery system (ADDS) advan-
tageously utilizes physiological monitor outputs so as to
automatically give at least one bolus of at least one drug or
medicine when certain criteria and confidence levels are
met. In addition, an emergency button is provided to manu-
ally trigger administration of such a rescue drug or medicine.
In an embodiment, the emergency button may be triggered
remotely. ADDS advantageously responds with a rescue
drug when delay in clinician response would otherwise
result in patient injury or death.

[0008] One aspect of an autonomous drug delivery system
is a housing with a front panel and a drug compartment. A
display and buttons are disposed on the front panel. An IV
injector is disposed in the drug compartment, and a nozzle
extending from the housing is in mechanical communica-
tions with the IV injector. In an embodiment, the IV injector
has a drug reservoir, a piston partially disposed within and
extending from the drug reservoir and a drive motor in
mechanical communications with the piston. The drive
motor actuates so as to drive the piston against a drug
containing bolus disposed within the drug reservoir. The
piston causes the drug to extrude from the nozzle.

[0009] Another aspect of an autonomous drug delivery
system is receiving a physiological parameter indicative of
a medical state of a person and calculating a trigger condi-
tion and a corresponding confidence indicator. An alarm
occurs if the trigger condition exceeds a predetermined
threshold. A drug is administered to the person if the alarm
is not manually acknowledged within a predetermined time
interval.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] FIGS. 1A-C are front, front partial-cutaway, and
cutaway drug reservoir views of an autonomous drug deliv-
ery system (ADDS) embodiment;

[0011] FIG. 2 is a front view of an autonomous drug
delivery system configured with a conventional IV drip;
[0012] FIG. 3 is a front view of an autonomous drug
delivery system configured with an IV drip and a patient
controlled analgesia (PCA) pump;

[0013] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an autonomous drug
delivery system having fluid connectivity to a patient and
electronic communications with sensor(s) and monitor(s);

[0014] FIG. 5 is a single-rail drug administration decision
flow chart;
[0015] FIG. 6 is a cutaway dual drug reservoir view of an

autonomous drug delivery system embodiment;

[0016] FIG. 7 is a dual-rail drug administration decision
flow chart; and

[0017] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an autonomous drug
delivery system signal processing and instrument manage-
ment.

[0018] FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an example automated
first responder system.

[0019] FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an example auto-
mated first responder process.

[0020] FIG. 11 is a block diagram of example diagnostic
models.
[0021] FIG. 12 is a block diagram of another example

automated first responder process.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] FIGS. 1A-C illustrate an autonomous drug delivery
system (ADDS) 100 that inputs physiological parameters
generated by one or more patient monitors, such as SpO2,
PR, RR, EtCO2 and BP, and evaluates certain criteria and
confidence levels based upon those parameters, so as to
automatically give a bolus of a rescue drug. As shown in
FIG. 1A, the autonomous drug delivery system 100 has a
control section 102 and a drug section 108. The control
section 102 has a front panel 104 and an electrical interface
(not visible). The front panel 104 provides a user interface
including a user display 110, such as an LED or LCD
readout of device and patient status, among other data;
control buttons 120 such as power on/off, reset, mode among
other functions, and an emergency button 130 to manually
trigger administration of the rescue drug. The emergency
button 130 may have a flip-up cover or other safety mecha-
nism, such as a simultaneous press with another button, so
as to prevent inadvertent drug administration. The electrical
interface communicates with patient monitor(s), alarm(s)
and the drug section 108. The drug section 108 has a cover
109 concealing a drug administration device installed within
a recessed compartment, described below.

[0023] As shown in FIG. 1B, the cover 109, once flipped-
up, slid-open, removed or otherwise opened, exposes an IV
injector 150 having a drug reservoir 170, a piston 180 and
a drive motor 190 disposed within a drug compartment 152.
The drug reservoir 170 is configured to accept a disposable
bolus of a rescue drug. When actuated, the motor 190 drives
the piston 180 into the drug reservoir 170 so that the rescue
drug contained in the drug reservoir 170 is expelled out of
the nozzle 178 (FIG. 1C) and into an attached IV tube that
carries the rescue drug to the patient, as described with
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respect to FIGS. 2-3, below. The bolus remains in the drug
reservoir 170 until it is used or expires. The expiration date
can optionally be read from the bolus or otherwise entered
into the ADDS memory (part of the DSP 810 FIG. 8)
[0024] As shown in FIG. 1C, in a ready position, the drug
reservoir 170 has a generally-cylindrical enclosure 172
containing an unused rescue drug 174 and a piston 180. In
particular, the piston 180 has a piston head 182 disposed
within the enclosure 172 and a piston shaft 184 extending
from the enclosure 172. The motor acts on the piston shaft
184 s0 as to move the piston head 182 from a first position
(shown) distal the nozzle 178 to a second position proximate
the nozzle, thus expelling the rescue drug from the reservoir
170 and into an IV tube (not shown) attached to the nozzle
178.

[0025] FIG. 2 illustrates a conventional IV drip configu-
ration 200 incorporating an autonomous drug delivery sys-
tem 100. In particular, an IV pole 10 mounts an IV bag 20
in fluid communications with a patient 1 via an IV line 30.
Splicing the IV line is a one-way valve 50 in communica-
tions with the ADDS 100 via a line shunt 40. In the event the
ADDS 100 is triggered, either manually via the emergency
button 130 (FIG. 1A) or automatically via patient monitor
inputs in communications with the control section 102 (FIG.
1A), the ADDS 100 injects its rescue drug 174 (FIG. 1C)
into the shunt 40 and into the IV line 30 via the one-way
valve 50, which shuts off the IV bag drip 20 blocking further
IV bag 20 fluid.

[0026] FIG. 3 illustrates another conventional IV drip
configuration 300 incorporating an autonomous drug deliv-
ery system 100 in addition to a patient controlled analgesia
(PCA) pump 70. Similar to the FIG. 2 configuration
described above, an IV pole 10 mounts an IV bag 20 in fluid
communications with a patient 1 via an IV line 30. Splicing
the IV line is a one-valve 50 in communications with the
rescue device 100 via a line shunt 40. Also splicing the IV
line is a one-valve 60 in communications with the PCA
pump. As described above, in the event the ADDS 100 is
triggered, either manually via the emergency button 130
(FIG. 1A) or automatically via patient monitor inputs in
communications with the control section 102 (FIG. 1A), the
ADDS 100 injects its rescue drug 174 (FIG. 1C) into the
shunt 40 and into the IV line 30 via the one-way valve 50,
which shuts off the IV bag drip 20 and the PCA analgesia 72.
[0027] The ADDS 100 may be used for a variety of
medical emergencies and conditions in conjunction with a
variety of rescue drugs. In one embodiment, the ADDS is
advantageously used in conjunction with a patient controlled
analgesia (PCA) device that delivers pain medication upon
patient demand. For example, a patient can push a button to
request a morphine injection. Here, a patient is particularly
vulnerable to inadvertently overdosing themselves to the
point of respiratory failure. The ADDS inputs one or more
parameters such as respiration rate, oxygen saturation, pulse
rate, blood pressure and end-tidal CO2 according to sensors
attached to the patient and corresponding monitors and
delivers an opioid antagonist such as Naloxone (Narcan), as
described in further detail with respect to FIG. 4, below.
[0028] The ADDS 100 can optionally be responsive to
heart arrhythmias and deliver a rescue drug specific to the
type of rhythm detected; can optionally be responsive to a
high heart rate or low heart rate so as to deliver a heart rate
regulating drug; can optionally be responsive to high or low
blood pressure so as to deliver a blood pressure regulating
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drug; can optionally be responsive to hypoglycemia so as to
deliver glucagon; or can be responsive to other specific
conditions and deliver appropriate medicine. In various
embodiments, the ADDS 100 delivers compounded (mixed)
formulas of more than one drug. This is accomplished
through a mixture of drugs stored in a single reservoir or the
use of multiple reservoirs. In all of these embodiments, the
response is always a bolus (reservoir) administration. The
drug is infused in a single administration step all at once (as
opposed to over a prescribed amount of time as in a pump).
The ADDS is capable of delivering multiple bolus doses,
where subsequent bolus doses are ideally enabled after
manual review of the initial, automatically delivered dose.
[0029] The ADDS can be configured to administer the
bolus at a specific date and time, rather than in response to
a monitored condition. The bolus administration can be at
multiple discrete times or over a specified time interval.
When the ADDS is responsive to multiple physiological
parameters received from one or more monitoring instru-
ments, a prescribed minimum and or maximum interval
from a previous dose or start time may be used.

[0030] In various situations, physiological “guard rails”
must be maintained. (See, for example FIGS. 6-7). As an
example, a hypotensive drug may be used to raise a patient’s
blood pressure during emergencies. As another example, a
drug to regulate heart rhythm or suppress arrhythmias may
be used. In an embodiment, the display 110 (FIG. 1A)
indicates the device is working and receiving proper inputs.
The ADDS 100 has a memory that records data that can be
recalled to indicate a trigger cause for administering a rescue
drug, such as the time and amount of drug administered and
other logged conditions. In an embodiment, the rescue drug
is administered in a progression rather than all-at-once. For
example, a 10% dose may be given and the patient moni-
tored for improvement, with additional doses spaced at
intervals as needed. In an embodiment, a spring driven
piston with a releasable catch is used to administer the
rescue drug in lieu of a motor-driven piston. In an embodi-
ment, an ADDS is advantageously integrated with a PCA
device as a single instrument.

[0031] FIG. 4 illustrates an autonomous drug delivery
system 400 having fluid connectivity to a patient 412 and
electronic communications 424 with one or more monitors
420. One or more sensors 430 interface 432 with the patient
412, cither by direct patient attachment or by remote sens-
ing. For example, an optical sensor 430 may clip to a
fingertip site 432 and provide pulsatile blood flow data via
cable 422 to a pulse oximeter or blood parameter monitor
420. The pulse oximeter or blood parameter monitor 420
calculates physiological parameters 424, such as oxygen
saturation and pulse rate, which are transmitted to the ADDS
410. The ADDS 410 responds to the parameters 424 by
regulating (starting, increasing, decreasing or halting) the
drug dosage 412 accordingly. The ADDS 410 may generate
one or more alarms 414 to alert a caregiver. The caregiver
may reset 416 an alarm upon responding to the alert. In an
embodiment, communication between the ADDS 410 and a
caregiver may be via a wired or wireless network and
received at a nurses’ station or equivalent.

[0032] FIG. 5 illustrates example single-rail drug admin-
istration decisions. In this case, there is a single threshold
(maximum or minimum) that if exceeded, triggers the
ADDS device to administer a rescue drug to a patient. One
or more parameters 501 are input to the ADDS device. An
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ADDS algorithm 510 calculates a trigger condition and an
associated confidence indicator 512. If the ADDS trigger
threshold is exceeded 520, an alarm 530 is triggered 522.
Otherwise 524, ADDS does nothing. If the alarm 532 is
timely acknowledged 540, such as by a caregiver pressing an
ADDS acknowledge button 544, then ADDS exits 560 and
the alarm is silenced. If the alarm 532 is not acknowledged
542, then ADDS administers a rescue drug 550. Note that
ADDS has a manual trigger 570 (button press), so as to
manual trigger 572 drug administration 550 (see 130 FIG.
1A). In an embodiment, alarms 530 and corresponding
acknowledgment times 540 may progress from a local
alarm, a network alarm and finally a pager alarm before
autonomous drug delivery is triggered.

[0033] FIG. 6 illustrates a dual drug reservoir embodiment
600 of an autonomous drug delivery system. A first drug
reservoir 670 and a second drug reservoir 680 may each
contain the same drug for one or two separate doses or may
contain different drugs for different single doses depending
on the monitored condition. See, for example FIG. 7. The
drug reservoirs 670, 680 share a common nozzle 662. The
nozzle 662 has a junction 660 that connects fluid tubes 678,
688 to respect first 676 and second 686 reservoir nozzles. In
an embodiment, a clinician has to re-enable the ADDS
before a second dose is administered.

[0034] FIG. 7 illustrates dual-rail drug administration
decisions. In this case, there is a maximum threshold and a
minimum threshold. If the maximum threshold is exceeded,
for example, one or more parameter values or combinations
of parameter values goes over a predetermined limit, then
the ADDS device is triggered to administer a rescue drug to
a patient. Also, If the minimum threshold is exceeded, for
example, one or more parameter values or combinations of
parameter values falls below a predetermined limit, then the
ADDS device is triggered to administer a rescue drug to a
patient. In an embodiment, one rescue drug may be admin-
istered upon exceeding the maximum threshold and a dif-
ferent rescue drug many be administered upon exceeding the
minimum threshold. One or more parameters 701 are input
to the ADDS device. ADDS algorithms 710 and 760 calcu-
late maximum (HI) trigger conditions and minimum (LO)
trigger conditions and associated confidence indicator. If
either the HI or LO ADDS trigger thresholds are exceeded
720, 770 the corresponding alarm 730, 780 is triggered.
Otherwise 724, 774 ADDS does nothing. If a HI or LO alarm
730, 780 is timely acknowledged, such as a caregiver
pressing an ADDS acknowledge button 744, 794, then
ADDS exits 741, 791 and the alarm is silenced. If the alarm
730, 780 is not acknowledged 742, 792 then ADDS admin-
isters the appropriate HI rail 745 or LO rail 795 rescue drug.
Note that ADDS has manual triggers 799 (LO or HI button
presses), so as to manually trigger either the LO rail drug
745 or the HI rail drug 795.

[0035] FIG. 8 illustrates an autonomous drug delivery
system (ADDS) controller 800 having a digital signal pro-
cessor (DSP) 810, an instrument manager 820 and interfaces
830. The DSP 810 has algorithms, such as described with
respect to FIGS. 5-7, above, for determining trigger condi-
tions, alarms and trigger timing 812. The instrument man-
ager 820 interfaces with the DSP 810 so as to drive the
ADDS displays 832 and alarms 834, to receive inputs from
the buttons’keypad 835, to communicate with external
monitors 837 that derive triggering parameters from patient
sensors, to control the injector motor(s) and read injector
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status 839, such as bolus full/empty and injector active
(delivering rescue drug). In an embodiment, DSP firmware
records in memory the time and duration of events that
triggered drug delivery, including a before and after history
of monitor parameters that triggered drug administration.

Additional Embodiments

[0036] The following additional embodiments can be
implemented together with any of the devices, algorithms, or
features described above, in any combination.

[0037] FIG. 9 depicts an example automated first
responder system 900. In the automated first responder
system 900, a patient 902 is shown in communication with
a patient monitor 910 and an autonomous drug delivery
device 920. For instance, the patient monitor 910 may be in
wireless or electrical communication with one or more
sensors coupled with the patient. Examples of such sensors
are described above, and may include, for example, optical
sensors, acoustic respiratory sensors, ECG sensors, brain-
wave measurement sensors, blood pressure sensors, and the
like.

[0038] The patient monitor 910 and the autonomous drug
delivery device 920 can have some or all of the features of
similar devices described above. For instance, the patient
monitor 910 can include any of the controller features
described above with respect to FIG. 8. In general, the
patient monitor 910 may include one or more hardware
processors, memory, and a display. Alternatively, the display
may be optional, and the patient monitor 910 can output
patient data to a separate display. Likewise, the autonomous
drug delivery device 920 can have some or all the features
of the ADDS embodiments described above.

[0039] The patient monitor 910 is shown in communica-
tion with a gateway device 940. The patient monitor 910
may communicate with the gateway device 940 wired or
wirelessly over a hospital network (not shown). The hospital
network may include a local area network, a wide area
network, an intranet, the Internet, combinations of the same,
or the like. The gateway device 940 can facilitate commu-
nication across the network between multiple devices shown
in the system 900. These devices can include clinician
devices 960, which may include tablets, pagers, smart
phones, laptops, computers, nurses’ station computers, and
the like. In addition, the gateway 940 is shown in commu-
nication with an electronic medical record (EMR) database
950, which can store lab results 930 obtained from labora-
tory tests applied to the patient 902. The patient monitor 910
may access the EMR 950 through the gateway 940 to obtain
access to the lab results 930 as well as other data, including
data regarding charting of the patient’s conditions, medica-
tions, tests, and the like applied during a hospital stay. Of
course, the system 900 can also be applied in any clinical
setting, and not just in a hospital. However, for convenience,
this specification refers specifically to hospital embodi-
ments, without loss of generality.

[0040] The automated first responder system 900 can
implement any of the features described above with respect
to FIGS. 1-8. In addition, in certain embodiments, the
automated first responder system 900 can also implement
the additional features discussed below. For instance, the
patient monitor 910 can initiate treatment workflows auto-
matically based on an analysis of patient data. The patient
data can include data measured from physiological sensors,
as well as data obtained from lab results and the like. Using
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this patient data, the patient monitor 910 can determine
whether the data corresponds with or matches any diagnostic
model or models stored in physical computer storage. A
diagnostic model can be represented as a data structure or
the like and can relate a set of patient data inputs to a
possible diagnosis and to a treatment workflow to address
the possible diagnosis. Example treatment workflows are
described below with respect to FIG. 11.

[0041] If the patient data matches a diagnostic model
(examples of which are described below), the patient moni-
tor 910 can initiate a treatment workflow automatically to
begin treatment of the patient. The treatment workflow can
include administration of a substance, such as a drug, using
any of the techniques described above. The treatment work-
flow can also include other actions, such as ordering lab
tests, alerting clinicians, and the like.

[0042] As part of a treatment workflow, the patient moni-
tor 910 may communicate an instruction or signal to the
autonomous drug delivery device 920 to cause the autono-
mous drug delivery device 920 to supply a dose or bolus of
medication to the patient 902. In one embodiment, the
autonomous drug delivery device 920 is an intravenous
therapy device, such as an intravenous (IV) drip device.
Thus, the autonomous drug delivery device 920 may admin-
ister substances other than drugs to the patient 902. such as
saline solution. In some embodiments, a saline solution may
be combined with a drug to be administered to the patient
902.

[0043] As another example aspect of a treatment work-
flow, the treatment workflow may include initially admin-
istering a first dosage of a substance to a patient without
requiring initiation by a clinician. Optionally, however, the
patient monitor 910 may produce an output (for example, on
the display) that provides the clinician with an option to
intervene and stop administration of a substance or stop any
other aspect of a treatment workflow.

[0044] Later, if the patient data again matches the diag-
nostic model, such that an additional administration of a
substance may be warranted, the treatment workflow may
include alerting a clinician instead of administrating the
second dosage. In this manner, it is possible to administer a
relatively harmless or low dosage of a substance first to the
patient without human intervention in order to provide an
automated first response but subsequently to involve a
clinician to avoid accidentally overdosing the patient with
the substance.

[0045] As another example, the patient monitor 910, upon
detecting that a diagnostic model has been matched, can
alert a clinician who may be remote from the patient of the
patient’s potential condition. The clinician can then respond
to the alert in various ways, discussed below.

[0046] The alert to the clinician may be sent as a message
over a network, such as the hospital network, to a clinician’s
device (such as a smartphone, tablet, laptop, desktop, or
other computing device). The alert may be sent as an
electronic mail message, a text message, or as another type
of message, including a custom message for a custom
mobile application or web application installed or accessed
on the clinician’s device. The alert can include any subset of
the following information: patient identifying and/or demo-
graphic information, the patient data or a summary thereof
(such as waveform(s) and/or physiological parameter value
(s)), an indication of the patient’s condition such as an
indication that a specific diagnostic model has been met
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(such as “this patient may have sepsis” or “possible opioid
overdose detected”), and a recommended treatment course
(such as a recommendation to administer a bolus of medi-
cation, order a lab test, or any other aspect of a workflow
discussed herein).

[0047] Upon receipt of the alert, software on the clini-
cian’s device can output the message to the clinician option-
ally with functionality for the clinician to respond. For
instance, the clinician’s device may have a mobile applica-
tion or browser installed that can receive the alert and output
a user interface with the alert for presentation to the clini-
cian. The user interface may include buttons, input fields, or
other user interface controls that allow the clinician to
interact with the alert. For instance, the user interface may
provide functionality for the clinician to accept or adjust the
recommended treatment. Should the clinician accept the
recommended treatment, the software on the clinician’s
device can transmit the acceptance to the patient monitor
910, which can cause the autonomous drug delivery device
920 to deliver the recommended dosage to the patient (or
order a lab or perform another workflow action). Should the
clinician adjust the recommended treatment, this adjustment
may be communicated to the patient monitor 910, which can
cause the autonomous drug delivery device 920 to deliver
the adjusted dosage to the patient (or order a lab or perform
another workflow action).

[0048] Likewise, the clinician can remotely create or
adjust a treatment workflow, whether lab order or drug
administration or other workflow, and can cause this adjust-
ment to be sent to the patient monitor 910 for application to
the patient. For example, the clinician may receive patient
data with or without a recommendation for treatment. The
clinician can then access a user interface on the clinician’s
device to input a desired treatment or workflow, even if one
was not recommended by the patient monitor 910. The
clinician device can transmit this selected treatment or
workflow to the patient monitor 910. If the treatment or
workflow includes the administration of a drug, the patient
monitor 910 can cause the autonomous drug delivery device
920 to deliver the selected dosage to the patient. Any of the
autonomous drug delivery devices described herein can
include a plurality of different intervention medications
ready to be injected or supplied to the patient intravenously
as desired.

[0049] FIG. 10 depicts an example automated first
responder process 1000. The automated first responder pro-
cess 1000 can be implemented by any of the systems
described above. For instance, the patient monitor 910 can
implement the process 1000. In another embodiment, how-
ever, at least part of the process 1000 can be implemented in
any server, for instance, in a cloud computing environment.
For example, the process 1000 can be implemented in a
server that receives information from the patient monitor
910, and which provides outputs to the monitor 910 to
enable the monitor 910 to perform portions of a treatment
workflow (such as initiate delivery of substance by the
autonomous drug delivery device 920). For ease of descrip-
tion, however, the process 1000 is described as being
implemented primarily by the patient monitor 910.

[0050] At block 1002, the patient monitor 910 receives
patient data including one or more physiological parameter
values. The one or more physiological parameter values may
include values of one or more physiological parameters,
such as respiration rate, oxygen saturation, blood pressure,
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heart rate, and the like (as well as any other parameters
discussed above). In addition to receiving one or more
physiological parameter values, the patient monitor may
receive additional patient data, such as lab test values. One
example of a lab test value that may be useful is white blood
cell count (WBC). More generally, any blood test value,
urine test value, stool test value, or any other lab test value
may be used.

[0051] At block 1004, the patient monitor 910 analyzes
patient data based on one or more diagnostic models. For
example, the patient monitor 910 can compare the patient
data to any diagnostic models stored in memory or other
physical computer storage. The diagnostic models may
include one or more criteria for determining whether to
initiate a treatment workflow. Evaluating this criteria can
involve performing a comparison of the patient data with
specific values, thresholds, trends, changes, combinations,
ratios, and the like. A specific combination of parameter
trends, for instance, may indicate that a patient is likely
experiencing an opioid overdose, sepsis, hypovolemia, or
any of a number of other conditions. Specific examples of
diagnostic models are presented below with respect to FIG.
11.

[0052] At block 1006, the patient monitor 910 determines
whether the patient data matches a diagnostic model. If not,
the process 1000 loops back to block 1002, and the patient
monitor 910 continues to receive patient data. If the patient
monitor 910 identifies a match in a diagnostic model,
however, the process 1000 proceeds to block 1008, where
the patient monitor 910 determines whether this is the first
time that the patient data matches this model. If so, at block
1010 the patient monitor 910 initiates a treatment workflow
specific to the diagnostic model. The process 1000 then
loops back to block 1002.

[0053] Diagnostic models can be represented as data struc-
tures or data definitions stored in physical computer storage
or memory. Diagnostic models can also be generated empiri-
cally by collecting data from a plurality of patients, mea-
suring the same or similar physiological parameters, and by
analyzing patient treatments and subsequent outcomes.
Diagnostic models can also be rule-based models, or a
combination of empirical and rule-based models. Some
example rule-based models are described below with respect
to FIG. 11.

[0054] In some embodiments, at block 1006, the patient
monitor 910 calculates a confidence value that represents a
likelihood that the patient data matches the diagnostic
model. The confidence value can be a percentage value, a
score on any scale, or the like. The patient monitor 910 can
calculate a higher confidence value based on the patient data
more closely matching the diagnostic model or a lower
confidence value based on the patient data less closely
matching the diagnostic model.

[0055] The confidence value can also be based determined
at least in part on parameter value confidence. For instance,
the patient monitor 910 can calculate a confidence value for
a parameter value, indicating a likelihood of the parameter
value being accurate. The confidence value for matching the
diagnostic model can therefore take into account parameter
confidence values. For example, if two parameters are
analyzed with respect to a diagnostic model, and the two
parameters have a calculated confidence of 95% and 75%
respectively, the patient monitor 910 can calculate a confi-
dence value that is the mean of these two values (85%) or
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some other combination of these two values (such as select-
ing the lower confidence value as the overall confidence
value). Then, the patient monitor 910 can compare the two
parameter values with the diagnostic model and determine
how closely the parameters match the model. If the param-
eters match the model well, the patient monitor 910 can give
a high confidence score, but the patient monitor 910 may
then modify this high confidence score based on the param-
eter value confidence scores. For instance, if the confidence
value for matching the model is 95%, but the parameter
value confidence is 75%, the patient monitor 910 may lower
the confidence for matching the model (e.g., by multiplying
the two numbers to reach ~71%). Many other ways for
calculating confidence are possible.

[0056] The patient monitor 910 can determine that if the
confidence value is too low, that the diagnostic model is not
met. Alternatively, the patient monitor 910 can determine
that the diagnostic model is met even when a confidence
value is low but may output an indication of the confidence
value (for example, on a display) so that a clinician can
determine whether to trust the diagnostic model match. The
patient monitor 910 can output an indication of the confi-
dence value regardless of the value, whether it be high or
low. The indication can be the value itself or some repre-
sentation of that value, such as a graphic representation (for
example, a bar with a size corresponding to the confidence
value).

[0057] However, if at block 1008 it is not the first time that
the patient data matches this model, then at block 1012 the
patient monitor 910 alerts a clinician so that the clinician can
determine whether to give an additional substance or per-
form an additional action associated with the treatment
workflow. The patient monitor 910 can alert the clinician by
outputting the alert or alarm audibly and/or visually. The
patient monitor 910 can also alert the clinician by transmit-
ting an alert or alarm message to the clinician over a
network, such as a hospital network, a local area network
(LAN), a wide area network (WAN), the Internet, an
Intranet, or the like.

[0058] Thus, the process 1000 can provide an automated
treatment of the patient as a first response and defer clinician
intervention until a subsequent response. For instance, a first
time when it is determined that the patient data indicates a
possible opioid overdose, the patient monitor can cause an
initial dosage of an overdose-treating medication like Nar-
can to be supplied to the patient. However, if later the patient
data again indicates that the patient is suffering from a
possible overdose, the patient monitor 910 can alert a
clinician to determine whether the patient needs an addi-
tional dose.

[0059] In an embodiment, if the clinician does not respond
rapidly enough (for example, with in a predetermined time
period), the patient monitor 910 can automatically supply a
second dose to the patient. The patient monitor 910 may be
restricted from supplying a second dose to the patient unless
the patient data includes a life-threatening parameter value
or values (such as a very low pulse rate, oxygen saturation
value, or blood pressure). More generally, the patient moni-
tor 910 can take into account any of the following variables
when determining whether to administer a subsequent dose
of a drug to a patient, among others: time elapsed since an
alarm without a clinician disabling the alarm or otherwise
responding to the alarm; severity of the patient data; amount
of the earlier and/or subsequent dosage (a lower dose may be
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less harmful, and thus subsequent low doses might be
permitted without clinician intervention); the type of drug
administered (some drugs may have less risk for adminis-
tering subsequent doses than others); specific facts about the
patient including demographics, comorbidities, or the like
(for example. a neonate might be at higher risk than an adult
for a subsequent dose, or a patient with a certain disease
might be at a higher risk than patients without that disease
for a certain dose); other medications taken by the patient (a
subsequent dose might be potentially more harmful if a
patient is taking other medication that can react adversely
upon a subsequent dose); prior permission by a clinician (the
patient monitor 910 can output a user interface that enables
a clinician to explicitly give permission for one or more
subsequent automatic administration of doses when
needed); combinations of the same, or the like.

[0060] FIG. 11 depicts example diagnostic models 1110,
1120, and 1130. These diagnostic models show example
criteria corresponding to possible diagnoses and associated
example treatment workflows. The first model 1110 is an
opioid overdose model. In this model, if respiratory rate,
heart rate, and blood pressure have decreased (for example,
are trending downward or pass below a threshold), then
these parameter changes may indicate an opioid overdose
and may trigger a treatment workflow. A decrease in tem-
perature can also be indicative of opioid overdose in the
model. The example treatment workflow shown includes an
administration of Narcan and informing a clinician. Inform-
ing a clinician may include sending an alert or alarm to
clinician as described above, recording an indication in the
patient’s chart (such as in the EMR), combinations of the
same or the like. The treatment workflow shown may be
modified to include more or fewer steps. In addition, the
steps of the treatment workflow and other treatment work-
flows described herein may be implemented in any order.

[0061] The second model 1120 is a hypovolemia model. In
this model 1120, if blood pressure has decreased (for
example, trending downward or below a threshold), heart
rate is increased (for example, trending upward or above a
threshold), and hemoglobin level (whether measured non-
invasively (SpHb) or in a lab (THb)) is steady (for example,
no positive or negative trend, or slope of the average trend
is within a tolerance, or the parameter value has not changed
more than a threshold amount for a period of time), this may
be an indication that the patient is suffering from hypov-
olemia. The treatment workflow that may be triggered may
include increasing a saline infusion rate (to increase blood
volume and/or sodium levels in the blood), supplying oxy-
gen (not shown; can increase the efficiency of the patient’s
remaining blood supply), and informing a clinician (similar
to above). Although not shown, other steps may be included
in these and other treatment workflows, such as ordering
other drugs, recommending possible surgery (for example,
to stop internal bleeding for some hypovolemic patients),
and so on.

[0062] The third model 1130 shown is a sepsis model. In
this model, if blood pressure is down, white blood cell count
is up, and temperature is up (for example, indicating a fever
or conversely, too low temperature), the patient may be
suffering from sepsis. Increased heart rate (for example,
above a threshold), increased respiratory rate (for example,
above a threshold), and decreased systolic blood pressure
(for example, below a threshold) are other example factors
that may be included in the model. The example treatment
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workflow shown includes activating a sepsis team (for
example, informing a team of clinicians having different
tasks that can assist with treating sepsis), administering
drugs, and ordering labs, drugs, and radiology tests. The
treatment workflow can also include automatically admin-
istering intravenous fluids and/or antibiotics. The treatment
workflow can also include recommending transfer of the
patient to an intensive care unit (ICU).

[0063] As stated above, there are many other diagnostic
models that may be employed by the patient monitor to
initiate treatment workflow. Any of the models may be
combined or modified by other criteria. For instance, admin-
istration of some drugs can cause side effects, which may be
detected or inferred from the patient data. As an example,
administration of some drugs can impact blood pressure
negatively. Detecting a change in blood pressure after a drug
has been administered may cause a treatment workflow to
begin that stops administration of the drug (if being admin-
istered automatically) or that recommends to a clinician to
consider stopping administration of the drug.

[0064] As another example, a diagnostic model may be
provided for detecting bedsore formation (or risk factors for
bedsore formation). This diagnostic model may take input
from a pressure mat on the patient’s bed or on the floor next
to the bed, which can provide an electrical signal output
when a patient moves or steps on the mat. Lack of movement
or lack of stepping on a mat may indicate that the patient is
not moving enough and is therefore susceptible to a bedsore.
A possible treatment workflow may be executed, including
alerting a caregiver that the patient should be moved in some
manner to attempt to prevent bedsore formation.

[0065] Diagnostic models may also take into account more
than the physiological parameters and lab tests described
herein as examples of patient data. Additional patient data
may be relevant to evaluating whether a particular model is
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whether a diagnostic model is applied and/or how a treat-
ment workflow is executed. For instance, if the patient has
just had hip replacement surgery (which may be a data point
stored in the EMR record for that patient), the patient
monitor may be on heightened alert to search for indications
of sepsis. The patient monitor may therefore be more
sensitive to changes in blood pressure, temperature, and
white blood cell count to determine whether sepsis is
occurring. More specifically, a lower change in blood pres-
sure, white blood cell count, or temperature than for other
patients not having had hip replacement recently may be
applied to trigger a sepsis treatment workflow.

[0067] Moreover, as seen in the example workflow shown
in FIG. 11, the level of alert provided to a clinician may vary
depending on the seriousness of the diagnostic model
detected. With sepsis, for instance, an entire team may be
alerted, whereas with other conditions, like hypovolemia, a
single clinician may be alerted. Of course, the number of
clinicians alerted for any given condition can depend on the
severity of that condition, the severity of the physiological
parameter values, and so on, and may deviate from that
shown in FIG. 11.

[0068] Patient data in any of the models described herein
can be analyzed according to a variety of different types of
threshold values. Two general types of thresholds may be
used—static thresholds and dynamic thresholds. Static
thresholds can include predetermined thresholds that are the
same for a class of patients, such as the same set of
thresholds for all adults or a different set of thresholds for all
neonates. Dynamic thresholds can include thresholds that
are based on the current patient’s mean or baseline physi-
ological parameter values. Table 1 below depicts example
static thresholds and dynamic thresholds for adult patients
for some physiological parameters:

TABLE 1

Example Adult Parameter Threshold Values

Physiological Parameter

Static Threshold Dynamic Threshold

Low Respiratory Rate

Low Heart Rate

Low Blood Pressure (MAP)
Increased Heart Rate
Increased WBC

Increased Temperature

<6 RPM >28D from individual mean
<35 BPM >28D from individual mean
<63 mmHg >28D from individual mean
290 BPM >28D from individual mean
=12,000/ul. >28D from individual mean

=38.3 degrees C.  >2SD from individual mean

applicable. For instance, data regarding the patient’s gender,
age, or other comorbidities may impact whether or not the
patient monitor determines that a particular diagnostic
model is applicable. Likewise, any of these factors may be
used to modify a treatment workflow when a diagnostic
model is indicated as being applicable. For example, if a
patient is indicated as being a smoker (which may be a data
point stored in the EMR record for that patient), a treatment
workflow that involves applying ventilation from a ventila-
tor may include supplying more carbon dioxide than would
be supplied to a non-smoking patient because the smoker’s
lungs are adapted to higher carbon dioxide levels when
breathing.

[0066] In another embodiment, a previous or current treat-
ment may be an input into a diagnostic model as part of the
patient data. Thus, a previous or current treatment may affect

In Table 1, “SD” refers to “standard deviation,” “MAP”
refers to mean arterial pressure, “RPM” refers to respirations
or breaths per minute; and “BPM” refers to beats per minute.

[0069] The static threshold category may be further sub-
divided into two subcategories—critical thresholds and nor-
mal thresholds. Critical thresholds may represent thresholds
below (or above) which a physiological parameter is at a
critical or life-threatening value. Normal thresholds can
represent less-critical or less life threatening values that still
nevertheless may be indicative of a diagnosis per a diag-
nostic model. Some diagnostic models can use critical
thresholds, while others may use normal thresholds. Some
diagnostic models may use a critical threshold for one
parameter and a normal threshold for another parameter.

[0070] The patient monitor can evaluate static thresholds
or dynamic thresholds to determine whether a diagnostic
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model is met. In addition, the patient monitor can evaluate
both static and dynamic thresholds to determine whether a
diagnostic model is met. For instance, the patient monitor
can perform a logical “OR” operation based on a compari-
son of physiological models to both static and dynamic
thresholds. To illustrate one example implementation, if a
patient’s heart rate satisfies either a static or a dynamic
threshold (or both), then the patient monitor can determine
that the patient’s heart rate satisfies a heart rate portion of a
diagnostic model. In another embodiment, the patient moni-
tor performs a logical “AND” operation (or some other
logical operation) based on a comparison of physiological
models to both static and dynamic thresholds.

[0071] In an implementation, the patient monitor can rely
on static thresholds early in a patient’s hospital stay, where
mean or baseline values of the patient’s parameters are
unknown or less reliable to calculate based on lack of patient
data. Later in the patient’s hospital stay (possibly even some
minutes or hours after admission), the patient monitor can
rely on dynamic thresholds after enough data about the
patient is available to determine mean or baseline values.
[0072] FIG. 12 depicts another example automated first
responder process 1200. The automated first responder pro-
cess 1200 can be implemented by any of the systems
described above. For instance, the patient monitor 910 can
implement the process 1200. In another embodiment, how-
ever, at least part of the process 1200 can be implemented in
a server, for instance, in a cloud computing environment.
The process 1200 can optionally be implemented in a server
that receives information from the patient monitor 910, and
which provides outputs to the monitor 910, to enable the
monitor 910 to perform portions of a treatment workflow.
For ease of description, however, the process 1200 is
described as being implemented primarily by the patient
monitor 910.

[0073] Blocks 1202 through 1206 can proceed the same or
similar to blocks 1002 through 1006 of the process 1000 (see
FIG. 10). At block 1208, if the patient data matched a
diagnostic model in block 1206, the patient monitor 910
outputs an alarm or alert to a clinician. This alarm or alert
can be provided in a similar manner to the alarm or alert
output in block 1012 of the process 1000 (see FIG. 10).
However, in this process 1200, the patient monitor 910
determines at block 1210 whether the alarm (or alert) has
been acknowledged within a predetermined time period
(such as 30 seconds, 1 minute, 2 minutes, or some other time
period). For instance, the patient monitor 910 can determine
whether a clinician disabled the alarm as an indication that
the alarm was acknowledged. Disabling of the alarm can
indicate that the clinician visited the patient’s bedside and
explored the situation that led to the alarm.

[0074] If the alarm was acknowledged within the prede-
termined time period, the process 1200 can end. If the alarm
was not acknowledged within the predetermined time
period, then at block 1212, the patient monitor 910 can
initiate a treatment workflow specific to the diagnostic
model, as explained above with respect to block 1010 of
FIG. 10.

[0075] This process 1200 therefore enables the patient to
receive some form of medical attention, such as specified by
a treatment workflow, if a clinician is unable to treat the
patient within a certain amount of time. This process 1200
can save lives and increase patient comfort in busy hospitals
or in other triage situations.
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[0076] Of course, should the patient data again match a
diagnostic model, the patient monitor 910 can implement
blocks 1008 and 1012 of the process 1000 or the like.

CONCLUSION

[0077] An autonomous drug delivery system and an auto-
mated first responder system have been disclosed in detail in
connection with various embodiments. These embodiments
are disclosed by way of example only and are not to limit the
scope of this disclosure or the claims that follow. One of
ordinary skill in art will appreciate many variations and
modifications. For instance, many other variations than
those described herein will be apparent from this disclosure.
For example, depending on the embodiment, certain acts,
events, or functions of any of the algorithms described
herein can be performed in a different sequence, can be
added, merged, or left out altogether (for example, not all
described acts or events are necessary for the practice of the
algorithms). Moreover, in certain embodiments, acts or
events can be performed concurrently, for example, through
multi-threaded processing, interrupt processing, or multiple
processors or processor cores or on other parallel architec-
tures, rather than sequentially. In addition, different tasks or
processes can be performed by different machines and/or
computing systems that can function together.

[0078] The various illustrative logical blocks, modules,
and algorithm steps described in connection with the
embodiments disclosed herein can be implemented as elec-
tronic hardware, computer software, or combinations of
both. To clearly illustrate this interchangeability of hardware
and software, various illustrative components, blocks, mod-
ules, and steps have been described above generally in terms
of their functionality. Whether such functionality is imple-
mented as hardware or software depends upon the particular
application and design constraints imposed on the overall
system. The described functionality can be implemented in
varying ways for each particular application, but such imple-
mentation decisions should not be interpreted as causing a
departure from the scope of the disclosure.

[0079] The various illustrative logical blocks and modules
described in connection with the embodiments disclosed
herein can be implemented or performed by a machine, such
as a hardware processor comprising digital logic circuitry, a
general purpose processor, a digital signal processor (DSP),
an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field
programmable gate array (FPGA) or other programmable
logic device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete hard-
ware components, or any combination thereof designed to
perform the functions described herein. A general purpose
processor can be a microprocessor, but in the alternative, the
processor can be a controller, microcontroller, or state
machine, combinations of the same, or the like. A processor
can include electrical circuitry configured to process com-
puter-executable instructions. In another embodiment, a
processor includes an FPGA or other programmable device
that performs logic operations without processing computer-
executable instructions. A processor can also be imple-
mented as a combination of computing devices, for example,
a combination of a DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of
MICroprocessors, one or more Microprocessors in conjunc-
tion with a DSP core, or any other such configuration. A
computing environment can include any type of computer
system, including, but not limited to, a computer system
based on a microprocessor, a mainframe computer, a digital
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signal processor, a portable computing device, a device
controller, or a computational engine within an appliance, to
name a few.

[0080] The steps of a method, process, or algorithm
described in connection with the embodiments disclosed
herein can be embodied directly in hardware, in a software
module stored in one or more memory devices and executed
by one or more processors, or in a combination of the two.
A software module can reside in RAM memory, flash
memory, ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM
memory, registers, hard disk, a removable disk, a CD-ROM,
or any other form of non-transitory computer-readable stor-
age medium, media, or physical computer storage known in
the art. An example storage medium can be coupled to the
processor such that the processor can read information from,
and write information to, the storage medium. In the alter-
native, the storage medium can be integral to the processor.
The storage medium can be volatile or nonvolatile. The
processor and the storage medium can reside in an ASIC.
[0081] Conditional language used herein, such as, among
others, “can,” “might,” “may,” “for example,” and the like,
unless specifically stated otherwise, or otherwise understood
within the context as used, is generally intended to convey
that certain embodiments include, while other embodiments
do not include, certain features, elements and/or states.
Thus, such conditional language is not generally intended to
imply that features, elements and/or states are in any way
required for one or more embodiments or that one or more
embodiments necessarily include logic for deciding, with or
without author input or prompting, whether these features,
elements and/or states are included or are to be performed in
any particular embodiment. The terms “comprising,”
“including,” “having,” and the like are synonymous and are
used inclusively, in an open-ended fashion, and do not
exclude additional elements, features, acts, operations, and
so forth. Also, the term “or” is used in its inclusive sense
(and not in its exclusive sense) so that when used, for
example, to connect a list of elements, the term “or” means
one, some, or all of the elements in the list. Further, the term
“each.” as used herein, in addition to having its ordinary
meaning, can mean any subset of a set of elements to which
the term “each” is applied.

[0082] Disjunctive language such as the phrase “at least
one of X, Y and Z,” unless specifically stated otherwise, is
to be understood with the context as used in general to
convey that an item, term, etc. may be either X, Y, or Z, or
a combination thereof. Thus, such conjunctive language is
not generally intended to imply that certain embodiments
require at least one of X, at least one of Y and at least one
of Z to each be present.

[0083] Unless otherwise explicitly stated, articles such as

[T

a” or “an” should generally be interpreted to include one or
more described items. Accordingly, phrases such as “a
device configured to” are intended to include one or more
recited devices. Such one or more recited devices can also
be collectively configured to carry out the stated recitations.
For example, “a processor configured to carry out recitations
A, B and C” can include a first processor configured to carry
out recitation A working in conjunction with a second
processor configured to carry out recitations B and C.

[0084] While the above detailed description has shown,
described, and pointed out novel features as applied to
various embodiments, it will be understood that various
omissions, substitutions, and changes in the form and details
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of the devices or algorithms illustrated can be made without
departing from the spirit of the disclosure. As will be
recognized, certain embodiments of the inventions described
herein can be embodied within a form that does not provide
all of the features and benefits set forth herein, as some
features can be used or practiced separately from others.

What is claimed is:

1. An automated first responder method, the method
comptrising:

under control of a hardware processor,

receiving patient data comprising a plurality of physi-
ological parameter values, at least some of the physi-
ological parameter values derived from physiologi-
cal signals obtained from one or more physiological
sensors coupled with a patient;

analyzing the patient data to determine whether the
patient data matches at least one of a plurality of
diagnostic models represented in computer memory,
each diagnostic model representing a possible diag-
noses of a different condition and resulting in admin-
istration of a different drug;

determining that the patient data matches the at least
one diagnostic model;

responsive to said determining, initiating a treatment
workflow comprising automatically administering a
substance to the patient;

subsequent to said administering, determining that the
patient data again matches the diagnostic model; and

responsive to said determining that the patient data
again matches the diagnostic model, sending an alert
to a clinician over a hospital network, the alert
indicating that an additional amount of the substance
may be necessary for the patient.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said receiving the
patient data further comprises receiving lab data.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the lab data comprises
data representing a white blood cell count.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said analyzing the
patient data comprises identifying a trend in the physiologi-
cal parameter values and determining whether the trend
corresponds with predetermined trends in the diagnostic
model.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said determining that
the patient data matches the diagnostic model comprises
identifying a decrease in one of the physiological parameter
values and an increase in another one of the physiological
parameter values.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the diagnostic model
represents one of the following: an opioid overdose diag-
nostic model, a hypovolemia diagnostic model, or a sepsis
diagnostic model.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the opioid overdose
diagnostic model corresponds to a decrease in respiratory
rate, a decrease in heart rate, and a decrease in blood
pressure.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the substance com-
prises naloxone.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the hypovolemia
diagnostic model corresponds to a decrease in blood pres-
sure, an increase in heart rate, and stability in hemoglobin
level.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the substance com-
prises saline.
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11. The method of claim 6, wherein the sepsis diagnostic
model corresponds to a decrease in blood pressure, an
increase in white blood cell count, and an increase in
temperature.
12. The method of claim 11, wherein initiating the work-
flow further comprises one or more of the following: alerting
a clinician, ordering a lab test, ordering a drug, and ordering
a radiology test.
13. An automated first responder system, the system
comprising:
a patient monitor comprising a hardware processor con-
figured to derive physiological parameter values from
physiological signals obtained from one or more physi-
ological sensors coupled with a patient; and
an autonomous delivery device in communication with
the patient monitor. the autonomous delivery device
comprising at least one substance;
the hardware processor configured to:
analyze the physiological parameter values to deter-
mine whether the physiological parameter values
correspond with a diagnostic model;

determine that the physiological parameter values cor-
respond with the diagnostic model,

responsive to said determination, initiate a treatment
workflow that automatically administers a substance
to the patient from the autonomous delivery device;

subsequent to said administration, determine that the
physiological parameter values again match the
diagnostic model; and

responsive to said determination that the physiological
parameter values again match the diagnostic model,
send an alert to a clinician over a hospital network,
the alert indicating that an additional amount of the
substance may be necessary for the patient.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein said analyzing the
patient data comprises identifying a trend in the physiologi-
cal parameter values and determining whether the trend
corresponds with predetermined trends in the diagnostic
model.

15. The system of claim 13, wherein the diagnostic model
represents one of the following: an opioid overdose diag-
nostic model, a hypovolemia diagnostic model, or a sepsis
diagnostic model.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the opioid overdose
diagnostic model corresponds to a decrease in respiratory
rate, a decrease in heart rate, and a decrease in blood
pressure.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the substance com-
prises naloxone.
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18. The system of claim 15, wherein the hypovolemia
diagnostic model corresponds to a decrease in blood pres-
sure, an increase in heart rate, and stability in hemoglobin
level.
19. The system of claim 18, wherein the substance com-
prises saline.
20. The system of claim 15, wherein the sepsis diagnostic
model corresponds to a decrease in blood pressure, an
increase in white blood cell count, and an increase in
temperature.
21. The system of claim 20, wherein initiating the work-
flow further comprises one or more of the following: alerting
a clinician, ordering a lab test, ordering a drug, and ordering
a radiology test.
22. An automated first responder system, the system
comprising:
a patient monitor comprising a hardware processor con-
figured to derive physiological parameter values from
one or more physiological signals obtained from one or
more physiological sensors coupled with a patient; and
an autonomous delivery device in communication with
the patient monitor, the autonomous delivery device
comprising a substance;
the hardware processor programmed to:
analyze the physiological parameter values to deter-
mine that the physiological parameter values corre-
spond with a diagnostic model;

output an alarm based on the determination that the
physiological parameter values correspond with the
diagnostic model;

determine that a response to the alarm has not been
received within a predetermined time period; and

cause the substance to be administered to the patient
subsequent to the determination that a response to
the alarm has not been received within the predeter-
mined time period.

23. The system of claim 22, wherein the hardware pro-
cessor is further programmed to, subsequent to causing the
substance to be administered to the patient:

derive second physiological parameter values;

determine that the second physiological parameter values
also correspond with the diagnostic model; and

responsive to said determination that the second physi-
ological parameter values match the diagnostic model,
output a second alarm indicating that an additional
amount of the substance may be necessary for the
patient.

24. The system of claim 22, wherein the diagnostic model
represents one of the following: an opioid overdose diag-
nostic model, a hypovolemia diagnostic model, or a sepsis
diagnostic model.
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