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1
TREATMENT DEVICE AND LIVING BODY
LUMEN TREATMENT METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/JP2015/057862 filed on Mar. 17, 2015,
which claims priority to Japanese Patent Application No
2014-015734 filed on Jul. 16, 2014, the entire contents of
both, which are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a treatment device and a
living body lumen treatment method for treatment of a living
body lumen.

BACKGROUND DISCUSSION

The varicose vein is a disease that occurs in living body
lumens. In each vein in a living body, venous valves for
returning blood to the heart against the gravity exist. If a
disorder occurs in the venous valves, the backflow of blood
occurs and the venous pressure becomes high, so that
varicose veins develop due to dilation of veins.

Several methods have been proposed for treatment of the
varicose vein, which includes a laser treatment technique of
occluding a vein by heat attributed to irradiation with laser
light (for example, refer to U.S. Pat. No. 7,524,316). In the
laser treatment technique of the related art, an optical fiber
is inserted into a vein in which a varicose vein develops.
Furthermore, laser light is emitted from the distal surface of
the optical fiber and a wall of the blood vessel is irradiated
with the emitted laser light to cauterize the wall of the blood
vessel.

However, in the laser treatment technique of the related a
the laser light is emitted only from the distal surface of the
optical fiber. Therefore, a wall of a blood vessel can be
carbonized due to local excessive heating of the wall of the
blood vessel and the wall of the blood vessel can be broken
depending on the case.

SUMMARY

In accordance with exemplary embodiments, treatment
devices and living body lumen treatment methods are dis-
closed that can properly cauterize a wall of a living body
lumen, such as a wall of a blood vessel, without involving
excessive heating attributed to irradiation with laser light.

A treatment device is disclosed for treatment of a living
body lumen, which includes an optical fiber having an
emitting part that emits laser light from a side circumferen-
tial surface. Two or more grooves are provided in the
emitting part at places different in a longitudinal direction of
the emitting part. The two or more grooves have two or more
kinds of shapes and intensities of the laser light emitted from
the grooves adjacent to each other are different.

Furthermore, another aspect of the present disclosure
provides a treatment device for treatment of a living body
lumen. The treatment device includes an optical fiber having
an emitting part that emits laser light from a side circum-
ferential surface. Two or more grooves are provided in the
emitting part at places different in a longitudinal direction of
the emitting part. A maximum region of intensity of the laser
light emitted from the emitting part is located on a first end
side relative to a center position in the longitudinal direction
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of the emitting part. The intensity of the laser light emitted
from the emitting part on a second end side of the emitting
part relative to a position of the maximum region decreases
toward the second end side. In accordance with an exen-
plary embodiment, the maximum region of the intensity of
the laser light includes not only a sharp peak but also a flat
region having a certain level of width.

According to the aforesaid configurations, when a wall of
the living body lumen is irradiated with the laser light while
the treatment device is moved in the longitudinal direction
(axial direction) in the living body lumen, the irradiation
intensity of the laser light at each position on the wall of the
living body lumen irradiated with the laser light gradually
decreases. Due to this, the temperature can be promptly
increased to a temperature region suitable for denaturation
of tissue of the wall of the living body lumen and the
temperature region suitable for denaturation can be kept for
a certain period (without department from the temperature
region), so that the wall of the living body lumen can be
properly cauterized and denatured.

In the aforesaid treatment device, the grooves may be
annular grooves that extend in a circumferential direction of
the optical fiber. Due to this configuration, the laser light can
be emitted from the whole circumference of the circumfer-
ential direction and thus the laser irradiation can be carried
out evenly in the circumferential direction for the wall of the
living body lumen. Furthermore, eflicient laser irradiation
can be carried out in the circumferential direction.

In the aforesaid treatment device projections that protrude
outward may be provided at peripheries of the grooves in the
emitting part. Due to this configuration, the laser light is
readily oriented to the radial direction of the optical fiber and
the laser irradiation for the wall of the living body lumen can
be carried out efficiently.

In the aforesaid treatment device, the grooves may have
groove forming surfaces having a certain angle with respect
to an axial direction of the optical fiber, and the groove
forming surface may have, in a groove depth direction, at
least two surfaces different from each other in the angle with
respect to the axial direction of the optical fiber. Due, to this
configuration the laser light can be readily diffused in the
radial direction of the optical fiber.

In the aforesaid treatment device, the surface relatively
closer to a center axis line of the optical fiber in the at least
two surfaces may be larger than the surface relatively farther
from the center axis line in the angle with respect to the axial
direction of the optical fiber. Due to this configuration the
laser light can be diffused in the radial direction of the
optical fiber effectively.

In the aforesaid treatment device, a ratio of groove depth
of the surface relatively closer to the center axis line of the
optical fiber in the at least two surfaces to groove depth of
the surface relatively farther from the center axis line may
decrease from a proximal side of the optical fiber toward a
distal side. Due to this configuration, the light amount of the
laser light emitted from the groove can be adjusted based on
the ratio of the groove depth of the relatively-closer surface
to the groove depth of the relatively-farther surface. There-
fore, a groove structure can be designed that functions to
cause the intensity of the emitted laser light to decrease from
the proximal side of the optical fiber toward the distal side.

Furthermore, a living body lumen treatment method of
another aspect of the present disclosure includes inserting an
elongated-shaped treatment device having an emitting part
that emits laser light from a side circumferential surface into
aliving body lumen, and irradiating a wall of the living body
lumen with the laser light while the treatment device is
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moved in a longitudinal direction in the living body lumen.
In the irradiating, irradiation with the laser light is carried
out in such a manner that a temperature rise rate at each
position on the wall of the living body lumen irradiated with
the laser light decreases along with elapse of a procedure
time.

Moreover, a living body lumen treatment method of
another aspect of the present disclosure includes it inserting
an elongated-shaped treatment device having an emitting
part that emits laser light from a side circumferential surface
into a living body lumen, and irradiating a wall of the living
body lumen with the laser light while the treatment device
is moved in a longitudinal direction in the living body
lumen. In the irradiating, intensity of the laser light at each
position on the wall of the living body lumen irradiated with
the laser light shows a decrease tendency along with elapse
of a procedure time after the intensity, reaches a maximum
region.

According to the treatment devices and the living body
lumen treatment methods of the aspects of the present
disclosure, a wall of a living body lumen can be properly
cauterized without involving excessive heating attributed to
irradiation with laser light.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device according to a first embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 2A is a first diagram for explaining a living body
lumen treatment method.

FIG. 2B is a second diagram for explaining the living
body lumen treatment method.

FIG. 2C is a third diagram for explaining the living body
lumen treatment method.

FIG. 3A is a graph showing the relationship between the
irradiation time of laser light at a specific position on a wall
of ablood vessel and the temperature of the wall of the blood
vessel regarding a working example of the disclosure and a
comparative example.

FIG. 3B is a graph showing the relationship between the
irradiation time of the laser light at the specific position on
the wall of the blood vessel and the intensity of the laser light
regarding the working example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat
lent device according to a second embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device according to a third embodiment of the present
disclosure,

FIG. 6 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device according to a fourth embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device according to a fifth embodiment of the present
disclosure,

FIG. 8 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device according to a sixth embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 9 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device according to a seventh embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 10 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a
treatment device according to an eighth embodiment of the
present disclosure,
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FIG. 11 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device according to a ninth embodiment of the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Treatment devices, and living body lumen treatment
methods according to preferred embodiments of the present
disclosure will be described below with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device 10A according to a first embodiment of the
present disclosure. The treatment device 10A can be used to
occlude a living body lumen such as a blood vessel. The
treatment device 10E can include an a optical fiber 12 that,
can be inserted into a living body lumen and a laser light
source 14 that inputs laser light to the optical fiber 12.

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment, the optical
fiber 12 is an optical waveguide member having an elon-
gated shape and flexibility. The length of the optical fiber 12
is different depending on the treatment target for the treat-
ment device 10A. For example, if the treatment target is a
varicose vein that develops in a lower extremity, the length
of the optical fiber 12 can be set to approximately 500 to
4000 mm, for example.

The optical fiber 12 has a core 16 and a clad 18 that covers
the core 16. In addition the optical fiber 12 has an emitting
part 20 that emits laser light from a side circumferential
surface 20q. The emitting part 20 is a part from a most distal
position of an annular groove 26 on a most distal side to a
most proximal position of the annular groove 26 on a most
proximal side in the optical fiber 12, and the side circum-
ferential surface 20¢ is the outer circumferential surface of
the emitting part 20. Note that, in, the following description,
regarding the optical fiber 12 and the constituent parts
thereof, the left side in FIG. 1 will be referred to as the
“distal side” and the right side in FIG. 1 will be referred to
as the “proximal side.” This applies also to the other
drawings.

The core 16 is a part that forms a transmission path of
light. The clad 18 exists around the core 16 and has a lower
refractive index than the core 16. That is, the core 16 forms
a higher refractive index region and the clad 18 forms a
lower refractive index region. The proximal portion of the
optical fiber 12 is connected to the laser light source 14.
Laser light that is emitted from the laser light source 14 and
incident on the optical fiber 12 travels the core 16 having the
higher refractive index and total reflection is repeated at the
interface between the core 16 and the clad 18 having the
lower refractive index, Due to this, the laser light is trans-
mitted without going out of the core 16 until reaching the
emitting part 20.

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment, in order to
prevent emission of laser light from the distal surface of the
optical fiber 12, a blocking member 22 can be provided on
the distal surface of the core 16. The blocking member 22
may be a reflecting member, and may be processed into a
circular cone shape and be so processed as to be irradiated
with light in the circumferential direction. The distal surface
of the core 16 may be covered by the clad 18 instead of the
blocking member 22 or with the clad 18 overlapping with
the blocking member 22. From the distal surface of the core
16, laser light may leak out toward the front side without
causing trouble with the procedure.



US 10,575,903 B2

5

As the constituent material of the core 16 and the dad 18,
materials having a high transmittance with respect to light,
for example, quartz glass and resin materials (plastic), can
be used.

As shown in FIG. 1 the emitting part 20 is provided near
the distal portion of the optical fiber 12. In the emitting part
20, the intensity of emitted laser light decreases from one
end side of the emitting part 20 toward the other end side.
In the present embodiment, for example, in the emitting part
20, the intensity of emitted laser light decreases from the
proximal side of the emitting part 20 toward the distal side.
To realize such a function of the emitting part 20, a groove
structure 24 including two or more grooves having depth
toward the inside of the core 16 can be provided at the outer
circumferential part of the emitting part 20. In the groove
structure 24 shown in FIG. 1, the grooves gradually become
shallower from the proximal side of the optical fiber 12
toward the distal side.

In the case of the present embodiment, for example, the
groove structure 24 can have plural annular grooves 26 that
are formed with the intermediary of intervals in the axial
direction of the optical fiber 12 and extend in the circum-
ferential direction. Fach annular groove 26 reaches the
inside of the core 16. The depth of the annular groove 26
decreases from the proximal side of the optical fiber 12
toward the distal side. In accordance with an exemplary
embodiment, the distance between the annular groove 26
and a center axis line a increases from the proximal side of
the optical fiber 12 toward the distal side. The axial direction
of the optical fiber 12 is the direction along the center axis
line a of the optical fiber 12, for example, the long-axis
direction of the optical fiber 12. Note that, in a modification
example of the groove structure 24, on the proximal side
relative to the annular groove 26 having the largest groove
depth, the annular groove 26 having a smaller groove depth
than the annular groove 26 may be provided. Furthermore,
when the annular grooves 26 have the same angle of a
sidewall 27 with respect to the center axis line a and the
radiation ports of the groove structures 24 (on the opposite
side to the center axis line a of the optical fiber 12 in annular
grooves 26) are oriented in the same direction, a part it
which laser light emitted from the adjacent annular grooves
26 overlap with each other in a wide range can be obtained.

In the case of the present embodiment, the width of each
annular groove 26 forming the groove structure 24 (groove
width along the axial direction of the optical fiber 12)
decreases toward the center axis line a of the optical fiber 12.
In FIG. 1, the shape of each annular groove 26 in a
longitudinal section along the center axis line a of the optical
fiber 12 is a trapezoidal shape. However, the shape may be
a V-shape having the apex on the side of the center axis line
a. Furthermore, the groove structure 24 may have one or
more trapezoidal annular grooves 26 and one or re V-shaped
annular grooves 26.

In FIG. 1, in the plural annular grooves 26, the aperture
widths of the annular grooves 26 along the axial direction of
the optical fiber 12 are all the same and the angles of the
sidewall 27 (groove forming surface) with respect to the
center axis line a are also all the same. Similarly to a fifth
embodiment to be described later, the angle of the groove
forming surface with respect to the axial direction may
decrease from the distal side of the optical fiber 12 toward
the proximal side. Furthermore, similarly to a sixth embodi-
ment to be described later, the aperture width of the respec-
tive annular grooves 26 forming the groove structure 24
along the axial direction of the optical fiber 12 at the outer
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circumferential part of the emitting part 20 may decrease
from the proximal side of the optical fiber 12 toward the
distal side.

When laser light that is emitted from the laser light source
14 and is incident on the optical fiber 12 is transmitted to the
emitting part 20 of the optical fiber 12, the laser light is
reflected and refracted to the outer circumferential side of
the emitting part 20 by the groove structure 24 (plural
annular grooves 26) provided in the emitting part 20. As a
result, the laser light is deflected to the radial direction and
is discharged from the whole circumference of the side
circumferential part of the emitting part 20. At this time, the
depth of the plural annular grooves 26 decreases from the
proximal side of the optical fiber 12 toward the distal side,
and the intensity of the laser light discharged in the radial
direction is higher when the groove is deeper. Therefore, in
the emitting part 20, the intensity of the emitted laser light
gradually (in a stepwise manner) decreases from the proxi-
mal side of the optical fiber 12 toward the distal side.

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment, to be
exact, in the laser light emitted from the annular groove 26
not only laser light in the direction perpendicular to the
center axis line a but also laser light emitted in a direction
inclined from the direction perpendicular to the axis line due
to reflection of the laser light in the annular groove 26 exists.
For this reason, in the intensity profile of the laser light
emitted from the emitting part 20, a place at which the
intensity is low exists on the proximal side relative to the
place of the maximum intensity. Therefore, in the emitting
part 20 of the aforesaid optical fiber 12 the maximum region
of the intensity of the laser light emitted from the emitting
part 20 exists on the proximal side relative to the center
position of the emitting part 20 in the longitudinal direction
for example, at a position near the proximal end of the
emitting part 20), and the intensity of the emitted laser light
decreases from the position of the aforesaid maximum
region toward the distal side of the emitting part 20. Note
that the maximum region of the intensity of the laser light
emitted from the emitting part 20 can include not only a
sharp peak but also a flat region having a certain level of
width. Furthermore, for example, the maximum region of
the intensity of the emitted laser light can be a part in which
laser light emitted from the plural annular grooves 26
overlap with each other.

In addition, in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment, the optical fiber 12 can include a cover member 30 that
covers the clad 18. The cover member 30 is a component for
protecting the core 16 and the clad 18 and is composed of a
resin material, for example.

The laser light source 14 is not particularly limited as long
as it can be applied to treatment of a living body lumen. For
example, a semiconductor laser apparatus a carbon dioxide
gas laser apparatus, or an excimer laser apparatus can be
used as the laser light source 14. The wavelength of applied
laser light, for example, laser light generated by the laser
light source 14, can be selected from wavelengths of 810,
940, 1064, 1320, 1470, and 2000 nm, for example. The
oscillation system of the laser light may be a pulse laser
system in which a pulse-like output is oscillated at a certain
repetition frequency, or may be a continuous wave laser
system in which laser light is, continuously output.

Next, by taking treatment of a varicose vein as an
example, a treatment method (living body lumen treatment
method) by use of the treatment device 10A will be
described.

The treatment device 10A configured as described above
is prepared. Next, as shown in FIG. 2A, an insertion step of
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causing the emitting part 20 provided at the distal portion of
the treatment device 10A to reach a treatment site T (target
site) by inserting the treatment device 10A into a vein VE is
carried out. In this case for example, the patient is punctured
by an introducer sheath and the treatment device 10A is
inserted into the vein VE in which a varicose vein develops
with the intermediary of this introducer sheath. In, the
insertion, the treatment device 10A can be inserted while the
distal end position of the treatment device 10A is checked in
an ultrasound-guided manner. Then, as shown in FIG. 24,
the distal portion of the treatment device 10A is caused to,
reach the treatment site T of the vein VE.

Next, in order to carry out a procedure for occlusion for
the vein VE, an irradiation step of cauterizing a vein wall by
heat attributed to irradiation with laser light is carried out.
For example, in the irradiation step, as shown in FIG. 28 and
FIG. 2, the vein wall is irradiated with the laser light while
the treatment device 10A (emitting part 20) is moved in the
proximal direction in the vein VE (living body lumen). The
vein can be occluded by denaturing tissue of the vein wall
by the irradiation with the laser light. Note that, even when
the distance between the vein wall (wall of the blood vessel)
and the optical fiber 12 is large and the vein wall not
irradiated with the laser light due to absorption of the laser
light by blood, the laser light heats the blood or water in the
blood and thereby the heated blood or the heated water in the
blood heats the vein wall.

In this case, in the treatment device 10A, the maximum
region of the intensity of the laser light emitted by the
emitting part 20 exists on the proximal side relative to the
center position of the emitting part 20, and the configuration
is so made that the intensity of the emitted laser light
decreases from the maximum region toward the distal side
of the emitting part 20. For this reason, when the vein wall
is irradiated with the laser light while the treatment device
10A is moved in the proximal direction in the vein VE, the
irradiation intensity of the laser light at each position on the
vein wall irradiated with the laser light gradually decreases
(shows a decrease tendency) along with the elapse of the
procedure time. Therefore, excessive temperature rise of the
vein wall can be suppressed and the vein wall can be
effectively cauterized by heat attributed to the irradiation
with the laser light. Note that the movement of the treatment
device 10A in the vein VE may be at a constant speed.

In this case, the laser light is emitted in the radial direction
from the whole circumference of the emitting part 20
because the groove structure 24 that is provided in the
emitting part 20 and has an annular shape extends across the
whole circumference of the emitting part 20. Therefore, the
whole circumference of the vein wall is irradiated with the
laser light and thus the procedure based on the irradiation
with the laser light can be accomplished evenly in the
circumferential direction. Furthermore, the procedure can be
efficiently accomplished over the whole circumference.

After such cauterization for the vein VE is carried out in
the desired range, the emission of the laser light from the
emitting part 20 is stopped and the treatment device 10A is
withdrawn from the inside of the body (vein VE) (with-
drawal step).

Note that, also when treatment devices 10B to 10H
according to other embodiments to be described later are
used, the living body lumen treatment method can be carried
out similarly to the aforesaid description.

As described above, according to the treatment device
10A and the living body lumen treatment method in accor-
dance with the present embodiment, when a wall of a living
body lumen is irradiated with laser light while the treatment
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device 10A is moved in the proximal direction in the living
body lumen, the irradiation intensity of the laser light at each
position on the wall of the living body lumen irradiated with
the laser light gradually decreases. Due to this, the tempera-
ture can be promptly increased to a temperature region
suitable for denaturation of tissue of the wall of the living
body lumen and the temperature region suitable for dena-
turation can be kept for a certain period (without department
from the temperature region), so that the wall of the living
body lumen can be properly cauterized and denatured.

In the case of the present embodiment, the sidewalls 27 of
each annular groove 26 are inclined with respect to the axial
direction of the optical fiber 12 and therefore laser light that
reaches the groove structure 24 is readily diffused in the
radial direction of the optical fiber 12. Thus, the laser light
can be effectively emitted from the side circumferential
surface 20a of the emitting part 20 and the treatment
efficiency can be enhanced.

Here, FIG. 3A is a graph showing the relationship
between the irradiation time of laser light (procedure time)
at a specific position on a wall of a blood vessel and the
temperature of the wall of the blood vessel regarding a
working example of the present disclosure and a compara-
tive example (related art). A curve line L1 shows the
working example of the present disclosure and a curve line
L2 shows the comparative example. In the comparative
example the wall of the blood vessel was irradiated with the
laser light emitted in the circumferential direction from the
distal surface of an optical fiber without decreasing the light
intensity.

FIG. 3B is a graph showing the relationship between the
irradiation time of the laser light (procedure time) at the
specific position on the wall of the blood vessel and the
intensity of the laser light regarding the working example of
the present disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 3A, in the comparative example, the
temperature of the wall of the blood vessel rose substantially
linearly along with the elapse of the irradiation time and the
temperature reached a temperature region surpassing a
proper temperature region P in a short time. For this reason,
the wall of the blood vessel was excessively heated and
tissue was carbonized. In contrast, in the working example
of the present disclosure, the temperature rise became gen-
tler along with the elapse of the irradiation time (temperature
rise rate decreased) in the proper temperature region P of the
procedure, and the temperature was kept in the proper
temperature region P for a somewhat long time. For this
reason, carbonization of tissue due to excessive heating of
the wall of the blood vessel did not occur. The proper
temperature region P is a temperature region in which the
wall of the blood vessel can be cauterized without being
carbonized and the blood vessel can be occluded by the
cauterize ion, and is a temperature range of 50° C. to 99° C.,,
for example.

Note that, to be exact, as shown in FIG. 3B, the intensity
of the laser light at each position on the wall of the blood
vessel irradiated with the laser light risen in an initial period
of the irradiation (t0 to t1) and decreases after reaching the
maximum intensity at the time t1. This is because a part in
which the intensity of the laser light is low exists on the
proximal side relative to the peak position of the intensity of
the laser light emitted from the emitting part 20 as described
above. For this reason, the decrease in the temperature rise
rate along with the elapse of the procedure time is after the
period in which the intensity of the laser light rises in FIG.
3B (after the time t1, at which the intensity of the laser light
reaches the maximum intensity).
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Furthermore, for details as shown by a virtual line in FIG.
38, after reaching the maximum intensity (after t1), the
intensity of the laser light at each position on the wall of the
blood vessel does not constantly decrease along with the
elapse of the procedure time but decreases with repetition of
fluctuation to higher and lower intensity. For example, the
intensity of the laser light increases at an overlapping part in
which laser light emitted from grooves adjacent in the axial
direction in the groove structure 24 overlap with each other
on the wall of the blood vessel, whereas the intensity of the
laser light decreases at a part in which laser light do not
overlap with each other on the wall of the blood vessel. For
example, the overlapping part of laser light and the part in
which laser light do not overlap alternately repeat. When the
intensity of the laser light decreases, the intensity of the
overlapping part of the laser light also decreases. That is, the
intensity of the laser light at each position on the wall of the
living body lumen irradiated with the laser light shows a
decrease tendency along with the elapse of the procedure
time after the intensity reaches the maximum region.

In the case of the present embodiment, the groove struc-
ture 24 having depth toward the inside of the core 16 is
provided at the outer circumferential part of the emitting part
20 and the groove depth of the groove structure 24 decreases
from the proximal side of the optical fiber 12 toward the
distal side. Due to this configuration, the emitting part 20 in
which the intensity of emitted laser light decreases from the
proximal side of the optical fiber 12 toward the distal side
can be easily configured.

In the case of the present embodiment, the groove struc-
ture 24 has plural annular grooves that are formed with the
intermediary of intervals in the axial direction of the optical
fiber 12 and extend in the circumferential direction. Due to
this configuration, laser light can be emitted from the whole
circumference of the circumferential direction and thus
efficient laser irradiation can be carried out for an inner wall
of a living body lumen.

FIG. 4 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device 10B according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure. In the treatment device 10B according to
the second embodiment, an element that exerts the same or
similar function and effect as the treatment device 10A
according to the first embodiment is given the same refer-
ence numeral and detailed description thereof is omitted.
This applies also to the other embodiments to be described
later.

The treatment device 10B is obtained by adding projec-
tions 34 to the optical fiber 12 of the treatment device 10A
according to the first embodiment. In accordance with an
exemplary embodiment, on a side circumferential surface
20q of an emitting part 20, the projections 34 that protrude
outward (outward in the radial direction) are provided at the
periphery of each annular groove 26 forming a groove
structure 24 (in the example shown in FIG. 4 on both sides
of each annular groove 26). Each projection 34 may be
formed into an annular shape that extends in the circumfer-
ential direction along the annular groove 26 or may be
formed into one or more arc shapes that extend in the
circumferential direction along the annular groove 26.

According to the treatment device 10B having such
projections 34, laser light is readily oriented to the radial
direction of the optical fiber 12 and laser irradiation for a
wall of a living body lumen such as a wall of a blood vessel,
can be carried out more efficiently. Due to the provision of
the projections 34 on the extension of (outside of) the groove
structure 24, the area of the sidewalls 27 becomes larger and
more laser light of the optical fiber 12 can be reflected and
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refracted to be radiated. This allows emission of laser light
with higher intensity. Note that the periphery of the groove
at which the projection is provided is both sides of the
aperture of the annular groove if the groove is the annular
groove 2 and is a part surrounding the aperture of the groove
if the groove is a groove having a triangular pyramid shape,
for example.

Furthermore, the protrusion height of the projection 4
gradually decreases from the proximal side of the optical
fiber 12 toward the distal side. Due to this configuration, the
directionality to the radial direction of the optical fiber 12
can be adjusted based do the protrusion height of the
projection 34 at the stage of design. Therefore, the groove
structure 24 can be designed that functions to cause the
intensity of emitted laser light to decrease from the proximal
side of the optical fiber 12 toward the distal side.

Note that, regarding the respective constituent parts com-
mon with the first embodiment in the second embodiment,
operation and effect that are the same as or similar to
operation and effect provided by these respective common
constituent parts in the first embodiment are achieved. This
applies also to the other embodiments to be described later.

FIG. 5 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device 10C according to a third embodiment of the
present disclosure. In the treatment device 10C, the point
that the depth of annular grooves 26 provided as plural
grooves decreases from the proximal side of an optical fiber
12 toward the distal side is the same as the above-described
treatment device 10A.

In the treatment device 10C, each annular groove 26 has
sidewalls 27 that are perpendicular to a center axis line a and
are opposed in parallel to each other and a bottom wall 28
that couples the sidewalls 27 with each other. Each annular
groove 26 has a rectangular shape in a longitudinal section
along the center axis line a of the optical fiber 12 as shown
in FIG. 5. The longitudinal sectional shape of each annular
groove 26 along the center axis line a of the optical fiber 12
may be a U-shape.

In the case of the present embodiment, in the plural
annular grooves 26, widths W along the axial direction of the
optical fiber 12 at the outer circumferential part of an
emitting part 20 are all the same.

FIG. 6 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device 10D according to a fourth embodiment of the
present disclosure. In the treatment device 10D, the point
that the depth of annular grooves 26 provided as plural
grooves decreases from the proximal side of an optical fiber
12 toward the distal side is the same as the above-described
treatment device 10A.

In the treatment device 10D, the width of each annular
groove 26 forming a groove structure 24 decreases toward a
center axis line a of the optical fiber 12. Each annular groove
26 has groove forming surfaces 36 opposed to each other in
the axial direction of the optical fiber 12. In each annular
groove 26 an angle 01 of a groove forming surface 36a on
the proximal side with respect to the axial direction of the
optical fiber 12 is smaller than an angle 92 of a groove
forming surface 64 on the distal side with respect to the axial
direction of the optical fiber 12.

According to the treatment device 10D configured in this
manner, laser light is diffused in the radial direction of the
optical fiber 12 more effectively.

FIG. 7 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device 10E according to a fifth embodiment of the
present disclosure. In the treatment device 10E, the point
that the depth of annular grooves 26 provided as plural
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grooves decreases from the proximal side of an optical fiber
12 toward the distal side is the same as the above-described
treatment device 10A.

In the treatment device 10E the width of each annular
groove 26 forming a groove structure 24 decreases toward a
center axis line a of the optical fiber 12. Each annular groove
26 has groove forming surfaces 38 opposed to each other in
the axial direction of the optical fiber 12. The angle of the
groove forming surface 38 with respect to the axial direction
decreases from the distal side of the optical fiber 12 toward
the proximal side.

According to the treatment device 10E configured in this
manner, the light mount of laser light emitted from the
annular groove 26 can be adjusted based on the angle of the
groove forming surface 38 with respect to the axial direction
Therefore, the groove structure 24 can be designed that
functions to cause the intensity of emitted laser light to
decrease from the proximal side of the optical fiber 12
toward the distal side.

FIG. 8 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device 10F according to a sixth embodiment of the
present disclosure. In the treatment device 10F, the point that
the depth of annular grooves 26 provided as plural grooves
decreases from the proximal side of an optical fiber 12
toward the distal side is the same as the above-described
treatment device 10A.

In the treatment device 10F the width of each annular
groove 26 forming a groove structure 24 decreases toward a
center axis line a of the optical fiber 12. The aperture width
of the respective annular grooves 26 forming the groove
structure 24 along the axial direction of the optical fiber 12
at the outer circumferential part of an emitting part 20
decreases from the proximal side of the optical fiber 12
toward the distal side.

According to the treatment device 10F configured in this
manner, the light amount of laser light emitted from the
annular groove 26 can be adjusted based on the magnitude
of the aperture width of the annular groove 26. Therefore,
the groove structure 24 can be designed that functions to
cause the intensity of emitted laser light to decrease from the
proximal side of the optical fiber 12 toward the distal side.

FIG. 9 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device 10G according to a seventh embodiment of the
present disclosure. In the treatment device 10G the point that
the depth of annular grooves 26 provided as plural grooves
decreases from the proximal side of an optical fiber 12
toward the distal side is the same as the above-described
treatment device 10A.

In the treatment device 10G, the width of each annular
groove 26 forming a groove structure 24 decreases toward a
center axis line a of the optical fiber 12. Each annular groove
26 forming the groove structure 24 has groove forming
surfaces 40 having an angle with respect to the axial
direction of the optical fiber 12. The groove forming surface
40 has, in the groove depth direction, at least two surfaces
40a and 405 different from each other in the angle with
respect to the axial direction of the opt cal fiber 12. That is,
the groove forming surface 40 bends in the middle in the
groove depth direction. Due to this configuration, laser light
can be readily diffused in the radial direction of the optical
fiber 12 in each annular groove 26.

Furthermore, in the treatment device 10G, an angle a2
with respect to the axial direction of the optical fiber 12
regarding the surface 404 relatively closer to the center axis
line a in at least two surfaces 40a and 406 forming the
groove forming surface 40 is larger than an angle a1 of the
surface 40q relatively farther from the center axis line a with
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respect to the axial direction of the optical fiber 12. Due to
this configuration, laser light is diffused in the radial direc-
tion of the optical fiber 12 more effectively.

Moreover, in the treatment device 10G, the ratio of a
groove depth D2 of the surface 405 relatively closer to the
center axis line a of the optical fiber 12 in at least two
surfaces 40a and 405 to a groove depth D1 of the surface 40a
relatively farther from the center axis line a decreases from
the proximal side of the optical fiber 12 toward the distal
side. Due to this configuration, the light amount of laser light
emitted from the annular groove 26 can be adjusted based on
the ratio of the groove depth D2 of the relatively-closer
surface 406 to the groove depth D1 of the relatively-farther
surface 40a. Therefore, the groove structure 24 can be
designed that functions to cause the intensity of emitted laser
light to decrease from the proximal side of the optical fiber
12 toward the distal side.

FIG. 10 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a
treatment device 10H according to an eighth embodiment of
the present disclosure. In the treatment device 10H a groove
structure 24 has at least one spiral groove 44 that extends in
a spiral manner at the outer circumferential part of an
emitting part 20. The groove depth of the spiral groove 44
gradually (continuously or in a stepwise manner) decreases
from the proximal side of an optical fiber 12 toward the
distal side.

Therefore, as with the treatment, device 10A, when a wall
of a living body lumen is irradiated with laser light while the
treatment device 10H is moved in the proximal direction in
the living body lumen, the irradiation intensity of the laser
light at each position on the wall of the living body lumen
irradiated with the laser light gradually decreases which can
help suppress excessive temperature rise of the wall of the
living body lumen and effectively cauterize the wall of the
living body lumen.

Furthermore, also by the treatment device 10H having the
spiral groove 44 in the emitting part 20, laser light can be
emitted from the whole circumference of the circumferential
direction and thus efficient laser irradiation can be carried
out for a wall of a living body lumen as with the aforemen-
tioned treatment device 10A.

Note that plural spiral grooves 44 may be provided. If the
plural spiral grooves 44 are provided, the spiral grooves 44
may be disposed to be lined up in different regions in the
axial direction of the optical fiber 12 or may be disposed to
draw a multiple spiral. Furthermore, in the treatment device
10H, characteristics a the aforementioned treatment devices
10A to 10G may be arbitrarily combined.

FIG. 11 is a partly-omitted schematic diagram of a treat-
ment device 101 according to a ninth embodiment of the
present disclosure. In the treatment device 101, a groove
structure 24 has plural annular grooves 26 that are formed
with the intermediary of intervals in the axial direction of an
optical fiber 12 and extend in the circumferential direction,
and the depth of the annular groove 26 decreases from the
proximal side of the optical fiber 12 toward the distal side.

In this case, the sectional shape, of the annular groove 26
can be set to a trapezoidal shape in which the groove width
decreases toward a center axis line a as shown in FIG. 11.
However the section shape may be set to a V-shape or a
U-shape. Alternatively, the sectional shape of the annular
groove 26 may be a rectangular shape similarly to the
configuration of FIG. 5. Furthermore, the sectional shape of
the annular groove 26 may be set to the shape of the annular
groove 26 in the above-described treatment devices 100 to
10G.
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In a treatment method by use of the treatment device 101
the above-described insertion step is carried out as with the
treatment device 10A. Next, in order to carry out a procedure
for occlusion for a vein VE, an irradiation step of cauterizing
a vein wall by heat attributed to irradiation with laser light
is carried out. In this irradiation step, the vein wall is
irradiated with the laser light while the treatment device 101
(emitting part 20) is moved in the distal direction in the vein
VE (living body lumen). The vein can be occluded by
denaturing tissue of the vein wall by the irradiation with the
laser light.

In this case, in the treatment device 101, the depth of the
annular groove 26 increases from the proximal side of the
optical fiber 12 toward the distal side. For this reason, when
the vein wall is irradiated with the laser light while the
treatment device 101 is moved in the distal direction in the
vein VE, the irradiation intensity of the laser light at each
position on the vein wall radiated with the laser light
gradually decreases (shows a decrease tendency) along with
the elapse of the procedure time. Therefore, excessive tem-
perature rise of the vein wall can be suppressed and the vein
wall can be effectively cauterized by heat attributed to the
irradiation with the laser light.

In the above-described treatment devices 10A to 10/, the
configuration examples are cited in which the depth of the
annular groove 26 or the spiral groove 44 increases from the
distal side toward the proximal side or from the proximal
side toward the distal side. However, the present disclosure
is not limited to such configurations. Therefore, the configu-
ration in which the intensities of laser light emitted from the
respective grooves differ may be formed by setting the
groove depths of the annular grooves 26 or the spiral groove
44 arranged along the axial direction identical (even) and
differentiating a shape factor other than the groove depth (for
example, aperture width in the axial direction, the angle of
the groove forming surface with respect to the center axis
line a, etc.). For example, the width and/or area of the
aperture part of the groove (annular groove 26 or the like)
forming the groove structure 24 may be larger on the
proximal side of the optical fiber 12 and decrease toward the
distal side. This can decrease the intensity of the laser light
toward the distal side.

In the above-described treatment devices 10A to 10/, the
clad 18 is provided also at the emitting part 20. However, in
modification examples of these treatment devices 10A to
101, the clad 18 may be not provided at the emitting part 20.
In accordance with an exemplary embodiment, the outer
circumferential surface of the core 1 may be exposed at the
emitting part 20.

The above-described treatment devices 10A to 101 can be
configured as devices for various treatments besides the
device for treatment of the varicose vein Therefore, the
treatment devices 10A to 10/ can be applied to treatment of
various living body lumens such as artery, lymphatic vessel,
bile duct, trachea, esophagus, urethra, and nasal cavity, for
example.

The detailed description above describes a treatment
device and a living body lumen treatment method for
treatment of a living body lumen. The invention is not
limited, however, to the precise embodiments and variations
described. Various changes, modifications and equivalents
can effected by one skilled in the art without departing from
the spirit and scope of h invention as defined in the accom-
panying claims. It is expressly intended that ail such
changes, modifications and equivalents which fall within the
scope of the claim are embraced by the claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. An optical fiber for treatment of a living body lumen,
the optical fiber comprising:

an emitting part configured to emit laser light from a side

circumferential surface; and

two or more annular grooves, the two or more annular

grooves being provided in the emitting part at places

different in a longitudinal direction of the emitting part,
each of the two or more annular grooves having groove
forming surfaces having an angle with respect to an
axial direction of the optical fiber, and wherein each of
the groove forming surfaces in a groove depth direction
has at least two surfaces, and wherein the at least two
surfaces being different from each other in the angle
with respect to the axial direction of the optical fiber.

2. The optical fiber according to claim 1, wherein the two
or more annular grooves extend in a circumferential direc-
tion of the optical fiber.

3. The optical fiber according to claim 1, wherein a groove
surface closer to a center axis line of the optical fiber in the
at least two surfaces is smaller than a groove surface farther
from the center axis line in the angle with respect to the axial
direction of the optical fiber.

4. The optical fiber according to claim 3, wherein a ratio
of groove depth of the groove surface closer to the center
axis line of the optical fiber in the at least two surfaces to
groove depth of the groove surface farther from the center
axis line decreases from a proximal side of the optical fiber
toward a distal side.

5. The optical fiber according to claim 1, wherein the
optical fiber includes a core, and a cladding covering the
core, and wherein cladding has a lower refractive index than
the core, and wherein the core forms a higher refractive
index region and the cladding forms a lower refractive index
region; and

a blocking member on a distal end of the core of the

optical fiber.

6. The optical fiber according to claim 1, wherein a width
of each of the two or more annular grooves along the axial
direction decreases towards a distal end of the optical fiber.

7. A treatment device for treatment of a living body
lumen, comprising:

a laser light source configured to output a laser light; and

an optical fiber having an emitting part configured to emit

the laser light from a side circumferential surface, the
optical fiber comprising:

two or more annular grooves, the two or more annular
grooves being provided in the emitting part at places
different in a longitudinal direction of the emitting
part, each of the two or more annular grooves having
groove forming surfaces having an angle with
respect to an axial direction of the optical fiber, and
wherein each of the groove forming surfaces in a
groove depth direction has at least two surfaces, and
wherein the at least two surfaces being different from
each other in the angle with respect to the axial
direction of the optical fiber;

a maximum region of intensity of the laser light emitted
from the emitting part is located on a first end side
relative to a center position in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the emitting part; and

an intensity of the laser light emitted from the emitting
part on a second end side of the emitting part relative
to a position of the maximum region decreases
toward the second end side.

8. The treatment device according to claim 7, wherein a
groove surface closer to a center axis line of the optical fiber
in the at least two surfaces is larger than a groove surface
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farther from the center axis line in the angle with respect to
the axial direction of the optical fiber.

9. The treatment device according to claim 8, wherein a
ratio of groove depth of the groove surface closer to the
center axis line of the optical fiber in the at least two surfaces
to groove depth of the groove surface farther from the center
axis line decreases from a proximal side of the optical fiber
toward a distal side.

10. The treatment device according to claim 7, wherein
the optical fiber includes a core, and a cladding covering the
core.

11. The treatment device according to claim 10, wherein
cladding has a lower refractive index than the core, and
wherein the core forms a higher refractive index region and
the cladding forms a lower refractive index region.

12. The treatment device according to claim 11, compris-
ing:

a blocking member on a distal end of the core of the

optical fiber.

13. The treatment device according to claim 7, wherein
the two or more annular grooves extend in a circumferential
direction of the optical fiber.

14. The treatment device according to claim 7, wherein a
width of each of the two or more annular grooves along the
axial direction decreases towards a distal end of the optical
fiber.

15. A living body lumen treatment method comprising:

inserting an elongated-shaped treatment device having a

laser light source configured to output a laser light and
an optical fiber an emitting part configured to emit laser
light from a side circumferential surface into a living
body lumen, the elongated-shaped treatment device
including an emitting part configured to emit the laser
light from a side circumferential surface, and two or
more annular grooves, the two or more annular grooves
being provided in the emitting part at places different in
a longitudinal direction of the emitting part, each of the
two or more annular grooves having groove forming
surfaces having an angle with respect to an axial
direction of the optical fiber, and wherein each of the
groove forming surfaces in a groove depth direction has
at least two surfaces, and wherein the at least two
surfaces being different from each other in the angle
with respect to the axial direction of the optical fiber;
and

irradiating a wall of the living body lumen with the laser

light while the treatment device is moved in a longi-
tudinal direction in the living body lumen,

wherein in the irradiating, irradiation with the laser light

is carried out in such a manner that a temperature rise
rate at each position on the wall of the living body
lumen irradiated with the laser light decreases along
with elapse of a procedure time.

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein the
elongated-shaped treatment device comprises:

16

different intensities of the laser light being emitted from

the two or more annular grooves adjacent to each other.

17. The method according to claim 15, wherein the
elongated-shaped treatment device comprises:

5 a maximum region of intensity of the laser light emitted
from the emitting part is located on a first end side
relative to a center position in the longitudinal direction
of the emitting part; and

an intensity of the laser light emitted from the emitting
part on a second end side of the emitting part relative
to a position of the maximum region decreases toward
the second end side.

18. A living body lumen treatment method comprising:

inserting an elongated-shaped treatment device having a
laser light source configured to output a laser light and
an optical fiber having an emitting part configured to
emit laser light from a side circumferential surface into
a living body lumen, the elongated-shaped treatment
device including an emitting part configured to emit the
laser light from a side circumferential surface, and two
or more annular grooves, the two or more annular
grooves being provided in the emitting part at places
different in a longitudinal direction of the emitting part,
each of the two or more annular grooves having groove
forming surfaces having an angle with respect to an
axial direction of the optical fiber, and wherein each of
the groove forming surfaces in a groove depth direction
has at least two surfaces, and wherein the at least two
surfaces being different from each other in the angle
with respect to the axial direction of the optical fiber;
and

irradiating a wall of the living body lumen with the laser
light while the treatment device is moved in a longi-
tudinal direction in the living body lumen,

wherein in the irradiating, intensity of the laser light at
each position on the wall of the living body lumen
irradiated with the laser light shows a decrease ten-
dency along with elapse of a procedure time after the
intensity reaches a maximum region.

19. The method according to claim 18, wherein the

elongated-shaped treatment device comprises:

different intensities of the laser light emitted from the two
or more grooves adjacent to each other.

20. The method according to claim 18, wherein the

elongated-shaped treatment device comprises:

a maximum region of intensity of the laser light emitted
from the emitting part is located on a first end side
relative to a center position in the longitudinal direction
of the emitting part; and

an intensity of the laser light emitted from the emitting
part on a second end side of the emitting part relative
to a position of the maximum region decreases toward
the second end side.
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