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(57) ABSTRACT

A wrinkle care support device includes: a wrinkle change
detector that detects a change made in a wrinkle after
occurrence of the wrinkle, the wrinkle having occurred in
skin by provision of predetermined stimulation; a wrinkle
care information determiner that determines, based on the
detected change, user presentation information relating to
wrinkle care; and an information outputter that outputs the
determined user presentation information. Note that the
wrinkle care support device may further include: an image
obtainer that obtains an image where the skin is photo-
graphed; and a wrinkle detector that detects the wrinkle from
the obtained image. The detection of the change may include
a detection of a wrinkle disappearing time starting from
when the predetermined stimulation is provided until the
wrinkle is no longer detected.

20 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
WRINKLE CARE SUPPORT DEVICE AND
METHOD FOR SUPPORTING WRINKLE
CARE

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a wrinkle care support
device and a method for supporting wrinkle care that support
measures to reduce skin wrinkles.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, for the purpose of reducing skin wrinkles,
various types of measures such as massage and application
of serum are widely taken. In recent years, there has been
increasing market demand for measures that include not
only a reduction in already existent wrinkles, but also
prevention of an increase in wrinkles (hereinafter, the mea-
sures are referred to as “wrinkle care” as appropriate).

In view of this, for example, it is considered to use a
technique described in PTL 1. The technique described in
PTL 1 (hereinafter, referred to as “conventional technique™)
detects displacement at various parts of skin occurring when
a facial expression or orientation is changed. It can be said
that a part with larger displacement than parts around the
part is where wrinkles are likely to occur. Therefore, by
using such a conventional technique, it is possible to detect
parts where wrinkles are likely to occur, and to efficiently
perform wrinkle care for preventing an increase in wrinkles.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literatures

PTL 1: Japanese Translation of PCT Publication No. 2009-
518125

PTL 2: Unexamined Japanese Patent Publication No. HO3-
118036

Non-Patent Literatures

NPL 1: Osamu Kuwazuru and two others, “Wrinkle Char-
acteristics Analysis of Human Skin with Age-Related
Alteration of Mechanical Properties”, Journal of the Japan
Society for Simulation Technology, 2009, Vol. 1, No. 4,
pp- 66-73

NPL 2: Masamitsu Ichihashi, Masayuki Yagi, Keitaro
Nomoto, and Yoshikazu Yonei, “Glycation Stress and
Photo-Aging in Skin”, Anti-Aging Medicine 8(3): 23-29,
2011

NPL 3: Satoshi Sato, “Changes in Dermal Extensibility and
Contractility Associated with Aging”, Journal of the Japan
Geriatrics Society, July 1982, Vol. 19, No. 4, pp. 376-380
However, how skin is displaced greatly varies between

individuals. Hence, even if the conventional technique is
used, wrinkles that are highly likely to become existent in
the near future (hereinafter, referred to as “potential
wrinkles™) cannot be detected accurately, which may result
in performing unnecessary wrinkle care or result in not
performing necessary wrinkle care. Accordingly, a tech-
nique that allows to efficiently care for potential wrinkles is
sought for.

SUMMARY

Thus, a non-limiting exemplary embodiment of the pres-
ent disclosure provides a wrirkle care support device and a
method for supporting wrinkle care that allow to efficiently
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2

care for potential wrinkles. Additional benefits and advan-
tages of the disclosed embodiments will be apparent from
the specification and Figures. The benefits and/or advan-
tages may be individually provided by the various embodi-
ments and features of the specification and drawings disclo-
sure, and need not all be provided in order to obtain one or
more of the same.

In one general aspect, the techniques disclosed here
feature: a wrinkle care support device including: a wrinkle
change detector that detects a change made in a wrinkle after
occurrence of the wrinkle in skin by provision of predeter-
mined stimulation; a wrinkle care information determiner
that determines, based on the detected change, user presen-
tation information relating to the wrinkle care; and an
information outputter that outputs the determined user pre-
sentation information.

These general and specific aspects may be implemented
using a device, a system, a method, and a computer program,
and any combination of devices, systems, methods, and
computer programs.

According to the present disclosure, it is possible to
efficiently care for potential wrinkles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of a configura-
tion of a wrinkle care support device according to a first
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a configura-
tion of a wrinkle care support device according to a second
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a wrinkle type
table of the second exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an example of operation of
the wrinkle care support device according to the second
exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example of an information
display screen of the second exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing another example of an
information display screen of the second exemplary embodi-
ment;

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an example of a configura-
tion of a wrinkle care support device according to a third
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a wrinkle care
table of the third exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an example of operation of
the wrinkle care support device of the third exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an example of an informa-
tion display screen of the third exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an example of a configu-
ration of a wrinkle care support device according to a fourth
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an example of an evaluation
table of the fourth exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of an additional
wrinkle care table of the fourth exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing an example of operation
of the wrinkle care support device according to the fourth
exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing an example of an informa-
tion display screen of the fourth exemplary embodiment.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described in detail below with reference to the drawings.

First Exemplary Embodiment

A first exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure is
an example of a basic mode of the present disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a
configuration of a wrinkle care support device according to
the present exemplary embodiment.

In FIG. 1, wrinkle care support device 100 includes
wrinkle change detector 140, wrinkle care information
determiner 160, and information output unit (outputter) 170.

Wrinkle change detector 140 detects a change made in a
wrinkle after occurrence of the wrinkle, the wrinkle having
occurred in skin by provision of predetermined stimulation.

Wrinkle care information determiner 160 determines,
based on the detected change, information associated with
whether the wrinkle is a potential wrinkle.

Information output unit 170 outputs the determined infor-
mation to be presented to a user.

Note that, though not shown, wrinkle care support device
100 includes, for example, a CPU (Central Processing Unit),
a storage medium such as a ROM (Read Only Memory)
having stored therein a control program, and a work memory
such as a RAM (Random Access Memory). In addition,
though not shown, wrinkle care support device 100 includes,
for example, a sensor device such as a camera that is
required to detect a change in a wrinkle state; and an
information output device such as a liquid crystal display
that is required to output information. The operation of the
sensor device and the information output device is con-
trolled by the CPU. In this case, functions of the above-
described components included in wrinkle care support
device 100 are implemented by the CPU executing the
control program.

Such wrinkle care support device 100 allows to efficiently
care for potential wrinkles.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

A second exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure is an example of a specific mode of the present
disclosure for a case of presenting types of wrinkles.
<For Types of Wrinkles>

Skin wrinkles include not only a wrinkle that can be
always visually recognized (hereinafter, referred to as “exis-
tent wrinkle”) and a wrinkle that can be temporarily visually
recognized only when, for example, a facial expression is
changed (hereinafter, referred to as “temporary wrinkle”),
but also a wrinkle that is becoming an existent wrinkle but
is normally not visually recognized (hereinafter, referred to
as “potential wrinkle”).

The potential wrinkle is normally not visually recognized
and thus it is difficult to notice presence of the potential
wrinkle. In addition, the potential wrinkle can be visually
recognized if, for example, a facial expression is changed,
but it is difficult to distinguish the potential wrinkle from the
temporary wrinkle.

However, the temporary wrinkle and the potential wrinkle
differ in their changes made after occurrence of the wrinkles.
For example, when massage with fingers is performed on
skin, a temporary wrinkle and a potential wrinkle appear on
the skin. At this time, while displacement of the skin caused
by the temporary wrinkle is significantly recovered in an
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instant, displacement of the skin caused by the potential
wrinkle is recovered somewhat slowly.

This results from a fact that occurrence of a wrinkle is
related to changes in mechanical properties such as a reduc-
tion in skin’s strength and a reduction in skin’s elasticity
(see, for example, NPL 1 and NPL 2). In a condition of aged
skin, i.e., a condition of skin where existent wrinkles are
formed, since the skin’s extensibility and contractility are
reduced, contraction occurring after extension which is
performed on a certain area tends to be delayed (see, for
example, NPL 3).

In view of this, the wrinkle care support device according
to the present exemplary embodiment determines, based on
a change made in a wrinkle after occurrence of the wrinkle,
whether the wrinkle is a potential wrinkle, and presents a
result of the determination to a user, the wrinkle having
occurred by massage performed on skin. Note that even if
the wrinkle is a temporary wrinkle, it takes about one to two
seconds to completely cancel out displacement of the skin
caused by the wrinkle. Hence, how a wrinkle changes after
occurrence of the wrinkle is sufficiently observable even
from an image formed by a general moving-image camera.
<Configuration of the Device>

First, a configuration of the wrinkle care support device
according to the present exemplary embodiment will be
described.

Note that in the present exemplary embodiment the
wrinkle care support device adopts a mode of a tablet
terminal including a digital camera, a liquid crystal display
with a touch panel, and a wireless communication circuit.
Note also that a reduction target of the present exemplary
embodiment is facial wrinkles of a user of the wrinkle care
support device.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of a
configuration of the wrinkle care support device according
to the present exemplary embodiment.

In FIG. 2, wrinkle care support device 100 includes
additional information obtainer 110, image obtainer 120,
wrinkle detector 130, wrinkle change detector 140, infor-
mation storage unit 150, wrinkle care information deter-
miner 160, and information output unit 170.

Additional information obtainer 110 obtains additional
information including at least one of an age of a user (a
person having skin), a temperature around the user, and a
humidity around the user. More specifically, additional
information obtainer 110 accepts input operations of addi-
tional information from the user through the above-de-
scribed liquid crystal display with a touch panel. Alterna-
tively, additional information obtainer 110 receives
additional information by accessing a server placed on a
communication network such as the Internet, through the
above-described communication circuit. Then, additional
information obtainer 110 outputs the obtained additional
information to wrinkle care information determiner 160.

In the present exemplary embodiment, it is assumed that
the additional information includes all of the age of the user
(hereinafter, referred to as “user’s age”), the temperature
around the user, and the humidity around the user.

Image obtainer 120 obtains an image where a user’s facial
skin is photographed. More specifically, image obtainer 120
photographs video of a user’s face at a frame rate (cycle) of
30 Hz to 60 Hz (hertz) through the above-described digital
camera. Then, image obtainer 120 sequentially outputs
frame images which form the photographed video to wrinkle
detector 130. In addition, image obtainer 120 outputs a
representative image of the video to information output unit
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170. The representative image is, for example, an image
photographed when the above-described massage starts.

Wrinkle detector 130 detects, for each input image, spe-
cific areas of the face from the image, and performs a
process of detecting wrinkles (hereinafter, referred to as
“wrinkle detection process”) exclusively in the detected
areas.

More specifically, wrinkle detector 130 detects, from an
image, areas that are known to be likely to cause wrinkles,
as the specific areas (hereinafter, referred to as “determina-
tion target areas”). Examples of the areas include outer
corners of eyes, an area around lips, and areas around
nasolabial folds. The detection is performed by publicly
known image recognition processes, e.g., image pattern
matching of facial parts such as eyes, a nose, and a mouth.

Then, wrinkle detector 130 detects wrinkles with levels
higher than or equal to a predetermined level, in the input
image exclusively in the detected determination target areas
by publicly known wrinkle detection processes such as a
technique described in PTL 2. Wrinkle detector 130 outputs,
for each of the detected wrinkles, positional information
indicating a relative position of the wrinkle relative to a
facial part, to wrinkle change detector 140. Namely, pieces
of information on presence of wrinkles with levels higher
than or equal to the predetermined level which are obtained
at respective times are sequentially input to wrinkle change
detector 140.

Note that the level of wrinkles is a concept representing
a strength of the wrinkles which is related to wrinkle depth,
wrinkle width, wrinkle length, an amount of the wrinkles, a
density of the wrinkles, and the like. Note also that the
“wrinkle” in the following description indicates a wrinkle
with a level higher than or equal to the predetermined level.
Note also that the positional information of a wrinkle
indicates a range of a wrinkle image area.

Wrinkle change detector 140 detects changes made in
wrinkles after occurrence of the wrinkles, the wrinkles
having occurred in the skin by provision of predetermined
stimulation. More specifically, wrinkle change detector 140
monitors, for each determination target area, a wrinkle
determination result while massage is performed on the
user’s face, and determines a period of time from when a
wrinkle appearing by the massage is detected until the
wrinkle is no longer detected (hereinafter, referred to as
“wrinkle disappearing time”). Then, wrinkle change detector
140 outputs the wrinkle disappearing time for each deter-
mination target area to wrinkle care information determiner
160.

Note that wrinkle change detector 140 treats, for example,
each of continuous, closed areas among wrinkle image
areas, as an independent wrinkle. Note also that wrinkle
change detector 140 treats, for example, wrinkles whose
image areas overlap each other at a predetermined rate or
more (e.g., 50% or more) between images with different
photographing times, as an identical wrinkle.

In addition, when a wrinkle has not disappeared in a
period of time which is a determination target, a length of the
period of time which is the determination target serves as a
wrinkle disappearing time of such a wrinkle. In addition,
wrinkle change detector 140 calculates, for each determina-
tion target area, an average value of wrinkle disappearing
times and uses the calculated value as a representative value
of the wrinkle disappearing times for the determination
target area.

Information storage unit 150 pre-stores wrinkle type
tables. Each wrinkle type table includes a type of a wrinkle
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for each of the above-described wrinkle disappearing times.
The type of a wrinkle serves as information about wrinkle
care.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a wrinkle type
table.

As shown in FIG. 3, wrinkle type table 210 includes
wrinkle type 213 for each combination of user’s age 211 and
wrinkle disappearing time 212.

For example, for a combination of user’s age 211 “40s”
and wrinkle disappearing time 212 “2-6 seconds”, wrinkle
type 213 “Potential” is provided. This indicates that in a case
of a user in his/her 40s, a potential wrinkle has a wrinkle
disappearing time of 2 seconds or more and less than 6
seconds, the wrinkle disappearing time being obtained when
massage is performed.

Note that it is assumed that information storage unit 150
stores wrinkle type table 210 for each combination of a
temperature around the user (hereinafter, simply referred to
as “temperature”) and a humidity around the user (herein-
after, simply referred to as “humidity”). This is because even
if wrinkles are in the same state, wrinkle disappearing times
of the wrinkles vary according to the temperature and
humidity. Wrinkle type table 210 shown in FIG. 3 is an
example case in which the temperature is 23° C. and the
humidity is 50%.

In addition, such wrinkle type table 210 is created for
combination patterns of various users’ ages, temperatures,
and humidities, based on experiments and empirical rules.

Wrinkle care information determiner 160 of FIG. 2 deter-
mines, for each determination target area, information about
wrinkle care for reducing wrinkles detected in the area, by
referring to wrinkle type table 210 (see FIG. 3) stored in
information storage unit 150. More specifically, wrinkle care
information determiner 160 considers a wrinkle type asso-
ciated with pieces of content of the input additional infor-
mation and a representative value of wrinkle disappearing
times, as a wrinkle type of the detected wrinkles. Then,
wrinkle care information determiner 160 outputs a result of
the determination for each determination target area to
information output unit 170.

Information output unit 170 outputs the input result of the
determination for each determination target area through the
liquid crystal display with a touch panel. More specifically,
information output unit 170 creates an information display
image by superimposing an image showing the result of the
determination for each determination target area, on an input
representative image. Then, information output unit 170
displays the created information display image on the liquid
crystal display with a touch panel.

Note that, though not shown, wrinkle care support device
100 includes, for example, a CPU, a storage medium such as
a ROM having stored therein a control program, and a work
memory such as a RAM. Note also that operation of the
above-described digital camera, liquid crystal display with a
touch panel, and wireless communication circuit is con-
trolled by, for example, the CPU. In this case, functions of
the above-described components included in wrinkle care
support device 100 are implemented by the CPU executing
the control program.

Wrinkle care support device 100 having such a configu-
ration can determine types of user’s facial wrinkles based on
wrinkle disappearing times obtained when massage is per-
formed, and present results of the determination to the user
or another person performing the massage.
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<Operation of the Device>

Next, operation of wrinkle care support device 100 will be
described.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an example of operation of
wrinkle care support device 100.

Note that here, for simplification of description, exempli-
fication is made for operation performed when there is one
determination target area and there is one wrinkle that can be
detected from the area.

In step S1010, additional information obtainer 110 obtains
user’s additional information. Additional information to be
obtained has, for example, pieces of content “user’s age:
40s, temperature: 23° C., and humidity: 50%”.

In step S1020, wrinkle change detector 140 instructs a
user to start massage. Such an instruction is provided, for
example, by displaying a guidance image showing how to
perform massage, on the liquid crystal display with a touch
panel.

In step S1030, image obtainer 120 photographs a user’s
face using the camera and thereby obtains a face image for
one frame.

In step S1040, wrinkle detector 130 detects a determina-
tion target area from the obtained image.

In step S1050, wrinkle detector 130 performs a wrinkle
detection process on the detected determination target area.

In step S1060, wrinkle change detector 140 determines
whether a wrinkle has been detected from the determination
target area. If a wrinkle has not been detected (S1060: NO),
wrinkle change detector 140 proceeds to step S1070.

In step S1070, wrinkle change detector 140 determines
whether ending of processing has been instructed by a user
operation, etc. If ending of processing has not been
instructed (S1070: NO), wrinkle change detector 140 returns
to step S1030.

On the other hand, if a wrinkle has been detected (S1060:
YES), wrinkle change detector 140 proceeds to step S1080.
In addition, at this time, wrinkle change detector 140 starts
clocking for detecting a wrinkle disappearing time. Note that
wrinkles that can be detected here include an existent
wrinkle that already appears even before performing the
massage, in addition to a temporary wrinkle and a potential
wrinkle that appear by the massage.

At steps S1080 to S1100, wrinkle care support device 100
performs the same processes as the processes at the above-
described steps S1030 to S1050, on a next image.

In step S1110, wrinkle change detector 140 determines
whether at least one of two conditions is satisfied. The two
conditions include one that the wrinkle detected in step
S1060 is no longer detected and another that elapsed time
from step S1060 has reached a predetermined upper limit
value and accordingly time limit is exceeded.

If the wrinkle is detected and the time limit is not
exceeded (S1100: NO), wrinkle change detector 140 returns
to step S1080. If the wrinkle is no longer detected or the time
limit is exceeded (S1110: YES), wrinkle change detector 140
proceeds to step S1120. At this time, wrinkle change detec-
tor 140 obtains elapsed time from when the wrinkle is
detected in step S1060, as a wrinkle disappearing time.

In step S1120, wrinkle care information determiner 160
determines a wrinkle type of the detected wrinkle by refer-
ring to wrinkle type table 210 (see FIG. 3) based on the
additional information and the wrinkle disappearing time.

Then, in step S1130, information output unit 170 outputs
an information display image showing a result of the deter-
mination, i.e., the determined wrinkle type.

Then, when the process in step S1130 is completed,
wrinkle care support device 100 ends the series of processes.
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In addition, if wrinkle change detector 140 determines that
ending of processing has been instructed (§1070: YES), too,
wrinkle care support device 100 ends the series of processes.

Note that when there are a plurality of wrinkles detected
from the determination target area, wrinkle care support
device 100 performs the processes at steps S1050 to S1110
for each wrinkle. Note also that when there are a plurality of
determination target areas, wrinkle care support device 100
performs the process in step S1120 for each determination
target area.

When there are a plurality of determination target areas,
it is difficult to simultaneously massage all of the areas with
fingers. Regarding this, by continuously detecting wrinkle
disappearing times using wrinkle care support device 100
while the user changes a location where massage is per-
formed, the user can sequentially check, for each of the
plurality of determination target areas, a wrinkle type of a
wrinkle present in the area.

In addition, since an image obtained during massage is
used for detection of a wrinkle, there may be a case in which
next massage operation starts before a determination is made
as to whether a wrinkle having occurred by one massage
operation has disappeared, the massage operation including,
for example, sliding of fingers from corners of a mouth to
temples. Namely, there may be a case in which next massage
operation starts before maximum time for a temporary
wrinkle to disappear or maximum time for a potential
wrinkle to disappear has elapsed.

In this case, wrinkle care support device 100 redoes the
processes at steps S1030 to S1130 (observation of a wrinkle)
on a newly obtained frame image. Note that a determination
as to be whether such a case has occurred can be made, for
example, by determining whether a level of a wrinkle to be
detected has increased before a maximum value of wrinkle
disappearing times of potential wrinkles which are associ-
ated with the user’s age has elapsed.

By such operation, wrinkle care support device 100 can
detect a wrinkle disappearing time of a wrinkle present in a
determination target area, determine a type of the wrinkle,
and display the type of the wrinkle using an information
display screen.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example of an information
display screen to be output in step S1130 of FIG. 4. Note that
exemplification is made for a case in which wrinkles are
detected in a plurality of determination target areas.

As shown in FIG. 5, information display image 310 is
displayed, for example, such that images 312 representing
wrinkle types for the respective determination target areas
are superimposed on user’s face 311. In addition, informa-
tion display image 310 includes description 313 of images
312 representing the wrinkle types.

For example, a determination target area between eye-
brows has image 312 superimposed on the area. Image 312
shows presence of a potential wrinkle.

Therefore, by receiving presentation of such information
display image 310, the user, who understands a relationship
between wrinkle types and appropriate wrinkle care, can
perform wrinkle care suitable for the potential wrinkle, on
the part between the eyebrows.

Note that wrinkle care support device 100 may determine,
for each wrinkle, a type of the wrinkle based on a wrinkle
disappearing time of the wrinkle, and display results of the
determination.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing another example of an
information display screen and corresponds to FIG. 5.

As shown in FIG. 6, information display image 310c¢ is
displayed, for example, such that image 312¢ representing,
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for each wrinkle, a position, a shape, and a wrinkle type of
the wrinkle is superimposed on user’s face 311. In addition,
information display image 310¢ includes description 313¢ of
images 312¢. Each image 312¢ is a linear image and
represents different wrinkle types by, for example, different
line types, different thicknesses, different colors, or different
ways of blinking.

Note that, for wrinkle care for potential wrinkles, there is
known effective care that includes, for example, an improve-
ment in diet (optimal recipes and supplement of deficient
nutrients), exercises for increasing muscle strength, a regular
sleep schedule (by which activation of skin turnover can be
expected), facial massage for blood circulation promotion
and an improvement in metabolism, and protection against
ultraviolet radiation. In addition, for wrinkle care for exis-
tent wrinkles, there is known effective care that includes, for
example, moisturization by skin care products such as
toners, moisturizers, and serums, supplement of effective
components, intake of supplements or beauty drinks, facial
massage, and prevention of dryness and sebum control by an
improvement in a cleansing method.

Advantageous Effect of the Present Exemplary
Embodiment

As described above, wrinkle care support device 100
according to the present exemplary embodiment detects a
wrinkle disappearing time for when massage is performed
on a face, determines a type of a wrinkle based on a length
of the detected wrinkle disappearing time, and outputs a
result of the determination. By this, wrinkle care support
device 100 can notify a user of presence of potential
wrinkles, and allows to efficiently care for the wrinkles.

Third Exemplary Embodiment

A third exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure
is an example of a specific mode of the present disclosure for
a case of presenting details of wrinkle care.

A wrinkle care support device according to the present
exemplary embodiment determines details of appropriate
wrinkle care based on a wrinkle disappearing time, and
recommends the determined details of wrinkle care to a user.
<Configuration of a Device>

First, a configuration of the wrinkle care support device
according to the present exemplary embodiment will be
described.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing an example of a
configuration of the wrinkle care support device according
to the present exemplary embodiment, and corresponds to
FIG. 2 of the second exemplary embodiment. The same
portions as the portions in FIG. 2 are denoted by the same
reference signs and description of those portions is omitted.

In FIG. 7, wrinkle care support device 100a includes
information storage unit 150a, wrinkle care information
determiner 160a, and information output unit 170, instead
of information storage unit 150, wrinkle care information
determiner 160, and information output unit 170 of FIG. 2.

Note that those portions of the configuration of wrinkle
care support device 1004 other than information storage unit
150q, wrinkle care information determiner 160a, and infor-
mation output unit 170a are the same as those of wrinkle
care support device 100 of the second exemplary embodi-
ment.

Information storage unit 150a pre-stores wrinkle care
tables. Fach wrinkle care table includes, for each of the
above-described wrinkle disappearing times, details of
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wrinkle care suitable for a wrinkle of a type associated with
the wrinkle disappearing time. The details of wrinkle care
serve as information about wrinkle care.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a wrinkle care
table.

As shown in FIG. 8, wrinkle care table 220aq includes, for
each combination of user’s age 221a and wrinkle disappear-
ing time 222a, details of wrinkle care to be suggested to a
user (hereinafter, referred to as “suggested care details™)
223a.

For example, for a combination of user’s age 221a “40s”
and wrinkle disappearing time 222a “3-5 seconds”, sug-
gested care details 223a “Add moisturizers and supple-
ments” are provided. This indicates that in a case of a user
in his/her 40s, use of moisturizers and addition of supple-
ments are effective for a wrinkle whose wrinkle disappear-
ing time obtained when massage is performed is 3-5 sec-
onds.

Note that although here simplified suggested care details
223a are shown and described, it is desirable that the details
be more detailed and specific.

For example, in a case of a user in his/her 40s with a
wrinkle disappearing time of 2-3 seconds, suggested care
details 223a for wrinkle care by diet can include ingredients
that improve skin metabolism, recipes using combinations
of ingredients, amount and timing of food intake, etc. In
addition, suggested care details 223a for wrinkle care by
massage can include a guidance image or guidance video
that explains a movement such as lifting fingers or a massage
tool from a bottom to a top of a face, or explains how to
perform massage taking into account blood circulation and
lymph flow. Alternatively suggested care details 223a for
wrinkle care by moisturizers and supplements can include
information on products recommended to the user, which are
statistically determined based on reviews and opinions by
consumers having wrinkles of the same type (a level of
wrinkles or a distribution of wrinkles) as the user.

In addition, it is assumed that information storage unit
150a stores wrinkle care tables 220a for each combination
of a temperature and a humidity, as with wrinkle type tables
210 of the second exemplary embodiment. Wrinkle care
table 2204 shown in FIG. 8 is an example case in which the
temperature is 23° C. and the humidity is 50%.

In addition, such wrinkle care table 220a is created for
combination patterns of various users’ ages, temperatures,
and humidities, based on experiments and empirical rules.

Wrinkle care information determiner 160a of FIG. 7
determines suggested care details suitable for reducing
wrinkles detected in each determination target area, by
referring to wrinkle care table 220a (see FIG. 8) based on
pieces of content of input additional information and a
representative value of wrinkle disappearing times. Then,
wrinkle care information determiner 160« outputs the deter-
mined suggested care details to information output unit
170a.

As with information output unit 170 of the second exem-
plary embodiment, information output unit 170a creates an
information display image in which images showing results
of the determination performed by wrinkle care information
determiner 160a are superimposed on a representative
image. Note, however, that an information display image to
be created shows suggested care details but not wrinkle
types.

Wrinkle care support device 100a having such a configu-
ration can determine details of appropriate wrinkle care
based on a wrinkle disappearing time obtained when mas-
sage is performed, and present the details to the user.
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<Operation of the Device>

Next, operation of wrinkle care support device 100a will
be described.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an example of operation of
wrinkle care support device 100a, and corresponds to FIG.
4 of the second exemplary embodiment. The same portions
as the portions in FIG. 4 are denoted by the same step
numbers and description of those portions is omitted.

Processes at steps S1010 to S1110 are the same as the
processes of the second exemplary embodiment. If wrinkle
change detector 140 determines that a detected wrinkle is no
longer detected or time limit is exceeded (S1110: YES),
wrinkle change detector 140 proceeds to step S1120q.

In step S1120a, wrinkle care information determiner 160a
determines suggested care details for the detected wrinkle,
by referring to wrinkle care table 220a (see FIG. 8) based on
additional information and a wrinkle disappearing time.

Then, in step S1130a, information output unit 170a out-
puts an information display image showing a result of the
determination, i.e., the determined suggested care details.

By such operation, wrinkle care support device 100a can
present details of specific wrinkle care to the user.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an example of an informa-
tion display screen to be output in step S1130a of FIG. 9, and
corresponds to FIG. 5 of the second exemplary embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 10, information display image 310a is
displayed, for example, such that image 3144 representing
an area where suggested care details are to be applied is
superimposed on user’s face 311. In addition, information
display image 310a includes description 315a of the sug-
gested care details to be applied to the area.

For example, image 314q is displayed in an area between
eyebrows, and description 315a of suggested care details
“Recommend addition of moisturizers and supplements” is
displayed. By the presentation of such information display
image 310a, the user can perform appropriate wrinkle care
such as use of moisturizers and addition of supplements, as
measures to reduce a wrinkle (including a potential wrinkle)
in the part between the eyebrows.

Advantageous Effect of the Present Exemplary
Embodiment

As described above, wrinkle care support device 100a
according to the present exemplary embodiment detects a
wrinkle disappearing time for when massage is performed
on a face, determines details of appropriate wrinkle care
based on a length of the detected wrinkle disappearing time,
and outputs a result of the determination. By this, wrinkle
care support device 100a can present, if there is a potential
wrinkle, wrinkle care suitable for the wrinkle to a user, and
allows to efficiently care for the potential wrinkle.

Namely, by using wrinkle care support device 100a
according to the present exemplary embodiment, the user
can promptly select and perform appropriate wrinkle care
even if the user does not understand a relationship between
wrinkle types and appropriate wrinkle care.

Fourth Exemplary Embodiment

A fourth exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure
is an example of a specific mode of the present disclosure for
a case of further evaluating presented wrinkle care.

Even if wrinkle care of the same details is performed on
wrinkles of the same type and the same strength, a wrinkle
reduction effect varies between individuals. In addition, a
state of implementation of suggested wrinkle care also
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varies between individuals. In view of this, a wrinkle care
support device according to the present exemplary embodi-
ment detects a wrinkle disappearing time again after sug-
gesting wrinkle care to a user, and evaluates an effect of the
suggested wrinkle care.

<Configuration of the Device>

First, a configuration of the wrinkle care support device
according to the present exemplary embodiment will be
described.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing an example of a
configuration of the wrinkle care support device according
to the present exemplary embodiment, and corresponds to
FIG. 7 of the third exemplary embodiment. The same
portions as the portions in FIG. 7 are denoted by the same
reference signs and description of those portions is omitted.

In FIG. 11, wrinkle care support device 1006 includes
information storage unit 1504 and information output unit
1705, instead of information storage unit 150¢ and infor-
mation output unit 170a of FIG. 7, and further includes
wrinkle care evaluator 180b.

Note that those portions of the configuration of wrinkle
care support device 1005 other than information storage unit
1505, information output unit 1705, and wrinkle care evalu-
ator 1805 are the same as those of wrinkle care support
device 100a of the third exemplary embodiment. Note,
however, that additional information obtainer 110 and
wrinkle change detector 140 output additional information
and wrinkle disappearing times not only to wrinkle care
information determiner 160a but also to wrinkle care evalu-
ator 1805.

Information storage unit 1505 pre-stores evaluation tables
and additional wrinkle care tables in addition to wrinkle care
tables 220a (see FIG. 8). Each evaluation table includes, for
each wrinkle disappearing time obtained after suggested
care details are performed, whether the wrinkle care is
sufficiently effective. Each additional wrinkle care table
includes, for each wrinkle disappearing time obtained before
suggested care details are performed, details of wrinkle care
to be performed when an effect of the suggested care details
is insufficient.

Note that, in the following description, “before suggested
care details are performed” is referred to as “pre-care”, and
“after the suggested care details are performed” is referred
to as “post-care”.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an example of an evaluation
table.

As shown in FIG. 12, evaluation table 2305 includes
determination 2345 as to whether suggested care details
presented to a user are sufficiently effective, for each com-
bination of user’s age 2315, pre-care wrinkle disappearing
time 2325, and reduction rate 2335 of a post-care wrinkle
eliminating time.

Note that, when the pre-care wrinkle disappearing time is
represented by T0 and the post-care wrinkle eliminating
time is represented by T, reduction rate 2335 of a wrinkle
eliminating time is represented by, for example, (T-T0)/T0.
Reduction rate 2335 of a wrinkle eliminating time namely
indicates a degree of improvement in a wrinkle state.

For example, for a combination of user’s age 2315 “40s”,
pre-care wrinkle disappearing time 2325 “3-5 seconds”, and
reduction rate 2335 of a post-care wrinkle eliminating time
“less than 20%”, determination 2346 “Not effective” is
provided. This indicates that in a case of a user in his/her
40s, when the pre-care wrinkle disappearing time is 3-5
seconds and the reduction rate of a post-care wrinkle elimi-
nating time is less than 20%, an effect of wrinkle care by
suggested care details has been insufficient.
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FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of an additional
wrinkle care table.

As shown in FIG. 13, additional wrinkle care table 2405
includes, for each combination of user’s age 2415 and
pre-care wrinkle disappearing time 2425, details of next care
for a case in which wrinkle care is not effective (hereinafter,
referred to as “additional suggested care details”) 2435.

For a combination of user’s age 2415 “40s” and pre-care
wrinkle disappearing time 2425 “3-5 seconds”, additional
suggested care details 2435 “Add muscle strengthening and
protection against ultraviolet radiation” are provided. This
indicates that in a case of a user in his/her 40s, if the pre-care
wrinkle disappearing time is 3-5 seconds and an effect of
wrinkle care by suggested care details is insufficient, then it
is effective to add muscle strengthening and protection
against ultraviolet radiation in addition to the wrinkle care
by the suggested care details.

Note that it is assumed that information storage unit 1505
of FIG. 11 stores evaluation tables 2305 and additional
wrinkle care tables 2405 for each combination of a tem-
perature and a humidity, as with wrinkle care tables 2204 of
the third exemplary embodiment. Evaluation table 2305
shown in FIG. 12 and additional wrinkle care table 2405
shown in FIG. 13 are an example case in which the tem-
perature is 23° C. and the humidity is 50%.

In addition, such evaluation table 2305 and additional
wrinkle care table 2405 are created for combination patterns
of various users’ ages, temperatures, and humidities, based
on experiments and empirical rules.

Information output unit 1705 of FIG. 11 creates and
displays different information display images for two dif-
ferent modes: wrinkle care selection mode and wrinkle care
evaluation mode. In the wrinkle care selection mode, infor-
mation output unit 1705 displays an image presenting sug-
gested care details, which is the same as information display
image 310a (see FI1G. 10) described in the third exemplary
embodiment. In the wrinkle care evaluation mode, informa-
tion output unit 1705 displays an image presenting addi-
tional suggested details determined by wrinkle care evalu-
ator 1805 which will be described later.

Note that switching between wrinkle care selection mode
and wrirkle care evaluation mode may be performed by any
of the device components included in wrinkle care support
device 1005 such as image obtainer 120, based on elapsed
time from when suggested care details are presented (e.g.,
one week), or in response to a user operation.

In the wrinkle care selection mode, wrinkle care evaluator
1805 stores a wrinkle disappearing time for each determi-
nation target area which is input before care, in information
storage unit 1505.

In addition, in the wrinkle care evaluation mode, wrinkle
care evaluator 1800 evaluates effectiveness of wrinkle care
based on a wrinkle disappearing time detected before care
and a wrinkle eliminating time input after the care, the
wrinkle care being supposed to have been performed based
on suggested care details.

More specifically, wrinkle care evaluator 1805 deter-
mines, for each determination target area, whether suggested
care details are sufficiently effective, by referring to evalu-
ation table 2305 (see F1G. 12) stored in information storage
unit 1505, based on the above-described reduction rate of a
post-care wrinkle eliminating time. If wrinkle care evaluator
1805 determines that the effect is insufficient, wrinkle care
evaluator 1805 determines additional suggested care details
to be presented to the user, by referring to additional wrinkle
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care table 2404 (see FIG. 13) stored in information storage
unit 1505, based on a user’s age and a pre-care wrinkle
disappearing time.

Then, wrinkle care evaluator 1805 outputs the determined
additional suggested care details to information output unit
1705.

In the wrinkle care selection mode, information output
unit 1705 performs the same operation as information output
unit 170q of the third exemplary embodiment. In addition, in
the wrinkle care evaluation mode, information output unit
1705 creates and displays an information display image in
which images showing results of the determination per-
formed by wrinkle care evaluator 1805 are superimposed on
a representative image.

Wrinkle care support device 1005 having such a configu-
ration can evaluate effectiveness of wrinkle care suggested
to a user and suggest, if necessary, wrinkle care to be
performed additionally to the user.
<Operation of the Device>

Next, operation of wrinkle care support device 1005 will
be described.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing an example of operation
of wrinkle care support device 1005, and corresponds to
FIG. 9 of the third exemplary embodiment. The same
portions as the portions in FIG. 9 are denoted by the same
step numbers and description of those portions is omitted.

In step S10005, for example, image obtainer 120 deter-
mines whether wrinkle care support device 1005 is in the
wrinkle care selection mode. If wrinkle care support device
1005 is not in the wrinkle care selection mode (S10005:
NO), wrinkle care support device 1005 proceeds to step
S20005 which will be described later.

If wrinkle care support device 1005 is in the wrinkle care
selection mode (S10005: YES), wrinkle care support device
1005 performs the processes at steps S1010 to S1130¢ of
FIG. 9, and proceeds to step S11405. Namely, wrinkle care
support device 1005 suggests details of wrinkle care to be
performed on a user’s facial wrinkle.

In step S11404, wrinkle care evaluator 1805 records a
pre-care wrinkle disappearing time for each determination
target area, in information storage unit 1504.

In step S20005, for example, image obtainer 120 deter-
mines whether wrinkle care support device 1005 is in the
wrinkle care evaluation mode. If wrinkle care support device
1005 is not in the wrinkle care evaluation mode (S20005:
NO), wrinkle care support device 1005 proceeds to step
S3000% which will be described later.

If wrinkle care support device 1005 is in the wrinkle care
evaluation mode (S20005: YES), wrinkle care support
device 1005 performs the processes at steps 31010 to S1110
of FIG. 9, and proceeds to step S20105. Namely, wrinkle
care support device 1005 obtains additional information and
detects a post-care wrinkle eliminating time for each deter-
mination target area.

In step S20105, wrinkle care evaluator 1805 calculates a
reduction rate of a wrinkle eliminating time, based on the
pre-care wrinkle disappearing time and the post-care wrinkle
eliminating time.

In step S20205, wrinkle care evaluator 1805 determines
whether the wrinkle care is effective, by referring to evalu-
ation table 2305 (see FIG. 12) based on the additional
information and the calculated reduction rate of a wrinkle
eliminating time.

In step S20305, wrinkle care evaluator 1805 determines
additional suggested care details for a case in which the
wrinkle care has not been effective (small effect), by refer-
ring to additional wrinkle care table 2405 (see FIG. 13).
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Note, however, that when the wrinkle care has been effective
(large effect), wrinkle care evaluator 1804 does not need to
perform such a determination.

In step S204054, wrinkle care evaluator 1804 outputs a
result of the determination. More specifically, when wrinkle
care evaluator 1805 determines that the wrinkle care has
been effective, wrinkle care evaluator 1805 creates and
displays an information display image showing that the
wrinkle care has been effective or that the suggested care
details should be continued. When wrinkle care evaluator
1805 determines that the wrinkle care has not been effective,
wrinkle care evaluator 1805 creates and displays an infor-
mation display image showing additional suggested care
details.

Then, in step S30005, for example, image obtainer 120
determines whether wrinkle care support device 1005 is
instructed to end a process for wrinkle care, by a user
operation, etc. If wrinkle care support device 1005 is not
instructed to end the process (S30005: NO), wrinkle care
support device 1005 returns to step S10005 and repeats a
mode determination. If wrinkle care support device 1005 is
instructed to end the process (S30005: YES), wrinkle care
support device 1005 ends the series of processes.

By such operation, wrinkle care support device 1005 can
evaluate suggested care details based on whether the sug-
gested care details are effective, and suggest, if necessary,
additional suggested care details to the user.

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing an example of an informa-
tion display screen to be output in step S20405 of FIG. 14,
and corresponds to FIG. 10 of the third exemplary embodi-
ment.

As shown in FIG. 15, information display image 3205 is
displayed, for example, such that image 3224 representing
an area where additional suggested care details are to be
applied is superimposed on user’s face 3215. In addition,
information display image 3205 includes description 3235
of the additional suggested care details to be applied to the
area.

For example, image 3225 is displayed in an area between
eyebrows, and description 3235 of additional suggested care
details “Recommend addition of muscle strengthening and
protection against ultraviolet radiation” is displayed. By the
presentation of such information display image 3204, the
user can perform wrinkle care suitable for a wrinkle, such as
addition of muscle strengthening and protection against
ultraviolet radiation, as new measures to reduce the wrinkle
(including a potential wrinkle) in the part between the
eyebrows.

Note that after wrinkle care support device 1005 has
suggested wrinkle care once, wrinkle care support device
1005 may periodically repeat only wrinkle care evaluation
mode. In this case, in the wrinkle care evaluation mode, too,
wrinkle care support device 1005 records a wrinkle disap-
pearing time for each determination target area, and treats
the wrinkle disappearing time as a pre-care wrinkle disap-
pearing time in next evaluation. By this, wrinkle care
support device 1005 can continuously suggest details of
optimal wrinkle care whenever necessary.

Advantageous Effects of the Present Exemplary
Embodiment

As described above, wrinkle care support device 1005
according to the present exemplary embodiment detects a
change in a wrinkle disappearing time between before and
after wrinkle care which is suggested to a user, evaluates an
effect of the wrinkle care based on the detected change in a
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wrinkle disappearing time, and outputs a result of the
evaluation. By this, when the wrinkle care has a small effect,
wrinkle care support device 1005 can notify the user of such
a fact and encourage the user to select more appropriate
wrinkle care.

In addition, when the wrinkle care has a small effect,
wrinkle care support device 1005 according to the present
exemplary embodiment presents appropriate additional sug-
gested care details to the user, based on a pre-care wrinkle
disappearing time. By this, when the wrinkle care has a
small effect, wrinkle care support device 1005 can specifi-
cally suggest more appropriate wrinkle care to the user.

Namely, even when there are variations in an effect of
wrinkle care, wrinkle care support device 1005 according to
the present exemplary embodiment allows the user to effi-
ciently care for potential wrinkles.

Note that wrinkle care support device 1005 may present
only an evaluation result of suggested care details to the
user. In this case, the user can, for example, determine
whether to continue the suggested care details.

Variants of Each Exemplary Embodiment

Note that a target of wrinkle care suggested by a wrinkle
care support device according to each exemplary embodi-
ment described above is not limited to the above-described
example. The target of wrinkle care may be, for example,
skin of other portions of a body such as a neck and a stomach
area.

In addition, the predetermined stimulation performed on
skin to determine a change in a wrinkle state is not limited
to the above-described example (massage). The stimulation
may be any stimulation as long as the stimulation allows at
least a potential wrinkle to appear on skin as a wrinkle that
is detectable by, for example, an image sensor. For example,
the stimulation may be pinching, pulling, or compression of
skin or may be a change in a facial expression.

For example, the wrinkle care support device may instruct
a user, by an image or audio, to make a plurality of
predetermined facial expressions, such as a smiling face, a
confused face, a crying face, and an angry face, and detect
a wrinkle state for each facial expression. Then, the wrinkle
care support device may perform an overall analysis of
results of the detection for the facial expressions, and detect
(determine) potential wrinkles. For such an analysis, a
statistical process can be used. Namely, the wrinkle care
support device performs, for example, an analysis for the
type of wrinkle state about which portions are likely to
increase wrinkles in the future, and then presents a possi-
bility of potential wrinkles to a user.

In addition, a change in a wrinkle state occurring when the
above-described stimulation is performed is not limited to
the above-described example (wrinkle disappearing time),
the change being a target of detection performed by the
wrinkle care support device according to each exemplary
embodiment. The change in a wrinkle state may be, for
example, a change in a level of a wrinkle obtained at a point
in time when a predetermined period of time has elapsed
from occurrence of the wrinkle (e.g., 3 seconds later).

In addition, the wrinkle care support device according to
each exemplary embodiment may achieve an improvement
(reinforcement) in accuracy of wrinkle type determination,
based on information other than a change in a wrinkle state.
For example, states of a human skeleton and sinews are
correlated with a condition of skin. Therefore, the wrinkle
care information determiner may obtain information about
states of user’s skeleton and sinews, which is obtained by,
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for example, MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) or CT
(Computed Tomography), and determine wrinkle types
based on the information.

In addition, information associated with whether a
wrinkle is a potential wrinkle is not limited to the above-
described examples (wrinkle type or details of wrinkle care),
the information being a target of determination and output
performed by the wrinkle care support device according to
each exemplary embodiment. The information may be, for
example, a level of a wrinkle or a degree of necessity of
wrinkle care.

In addition, a unit of determination performed by the
wrinkle care support device according to each exemplary
embodiment is not limited to the above-described example
(determination target areas). Such a determination may be
performed, for example, in units of blocks into which an
entire skin part is divided minutely or units of each indi-
vidual wrinkle.

In addition, the wrinkle care support device according to
each exemplary embodiment may make a determination on
wrinkle types and a determination on details of appropriate
wrinkle care, targeting only potential wrinkles. This is
because temporary wrinkles are low in necessity of wrinkle
care, and existent wrinkles are easily recognized by a user
him/herself.

In addition, potential wrinkles may be classified into a
plurality of subdivided wrinkle types, according to a wrinkle
disappearing time or a level of a wrinkle. In addition, in this
case, it is desirable that the wrinkle care support device
according to the second exemplary embodiment determine
suggested care details, using a table including the subdi-
vided wrinkle types and suggested care details associated
with the respective subdivided wrinkle types.

In addition, a part of a configuration of the wrinkle care
support device according to each exemplary embodiment
may be physically separated from other portions of the
configuration of the wrinkle care support device. In this
case, those configurations each need to include a commu-
nicator for performing communication with each other.

Summary of the Present Disclosure

A wrinkle care support device of the present disclosure
includes: a wrinkle change detector that detects a change
made in a wrinkle after occurrence of the wrinkle, the
wrinkle having occurred in skin by provision of predeter-
mined stimulation; a wrinkle care information determiner
that determines, based on the detected change, information
associated with whether the wrinkle is a potential wrinkle;
and an information output unit that outputs the determined
information.

Note that the above-described wrinkle care support device
may include an image obtainer that obtains an image where
the skin is photographed; and a wrinkle detector that detects
the wrinkle from the obtained image, and the change may
include a wrinkle disappearing time starting from when the
wrinkle appearing by the provision of the predetermined
stimulation is detected until the wrinkle is no longer
detected.

In addition, the above-described wrinkle care support
device may include an information storage unit that pre-
stores a table including wrinkle disappearing times and
pieces of information about wrinkle care associated with the
respective wrinkle disappearing times, and the wrinkle care
information determiner may determine a piece of informa-
tion about wrinkle care associated with a detected wrinkle
disappearing time, by referring to the table.
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In addition, the above-described wrinkle care support
device may include an additional information obtainer that
obtains additional information including at least one of an
age of a person having the skin, a temperature around the
skin, and a humidity around the skin, the table may include
pieces of content of the additional information and the
pieces of information about wrinkle care associated with the
respective pieces of content of the additional information,
and the wrinkle care information determiner may determine
a piece of information associated with the obtained addi-
tional information, by referring to the table.

In addition, in the above-described wrinkle care support
device, the pieces of information about wrinkle care may
include types of the wrinkle, and the types of the wrinkle
may include at least a potential wrinkle.

In addition, in the above-described wrinkle care support
device, the pieces of information about wrinkle care may
include details of the wrinkle care, and the details of the
wrinkle care may include at least details of wrinkle care
suitable for a potential wrinkle.

In addition, in the above-described wrinkle care support
device, the wrinkle detector may detect a specific area of a
face from the obtained image, and detect the wrinkle exclu-
sively in the detected area.

In addition, the above-described wrinkle care support
device may include a wrinkle care evaluator that evaluates
effectiveness of wrinkle care based on a wrinkle disappear-
ing time detected before the information is output and a
wrinkle disappearing time detected after the information is
output, the wrinkle care being supposed to have been
performed based on the output information.

In addition, in the above-described wrinkle care support
device, the predetermined stimulation may include skin
massage with fingers.

A method for supporting wrinkle care of the present
disclosure includes the steps of: detecting a change made in
awrinkle after occurrence of the wrinkle, the wrinkle having
occurred in skin by provision of predetermined stimulation;
determining, based on the detected change, information
associated with whether the wrinkle is a potential wrinkle;
and outputting the determined information.

Note that although, in each the above-described exem-
plary embodiments, a wrinkle care support device is
described as a tablet terminal including a digital camera, a
liquid crystal display with a touch panel, and a wireless
communication circuit, the wrinkle care support device may
be a so-called electronic mirror device that is used as a
mirror by displaying, on a display, an image photographed
by a camera. In this case, a display unit (mirror) may adopt
a mode of another device that displays images, etc., by
communicating with an information output unit of the
wrinkle care support device. In addition, the electronic
mirror device may be a device capable of switching between
an image display state and a mirror state, or may be a device
that performs display such that information or the like
generated by the wrinkle care support device is superim-
posed on the mirror.

The present disclosure is effective as a wrinkle care
support device and a method for supporting wrinkle care that
allow to efficiently care for potential wrinkles.

What is claimed is:

1. A wrinkle care support device comprising:

a memory that stores instructions; and

a processor that, when executing the instructions stored in
the memory, performs operations comprising:
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obtaining an image where skin is photographed;

detecting a wrinkle in the skin from the obtained image,

the wrinkle appearing in response to predetermined
stimulation;

obtaining time-sequential images of the wrinkle after an

appearance of the wrinkle in response to the predetet-
mined stimulation;
detecting a wrinkle disappearing time, which is an elapsed
time from the appearance of the wrinkle in response to
the predetermined stimulation to a disappearance of the
wrinkle, based on the obtained time-sequential images;

determining wrinkle care user presentation information
corresponding to the detected wrinkle disappearing
time; and

outputting the determined wrinkle care user presentation

information.

2. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 1,
wherein the memory further stores a table including wrinkle
disappearing times and wrinkle care information associated
with the respective wrinkle disappearing times, and

the processor further determines wrinkle care information

based on the detected wrinkle disappearing time, by
referring to the table.

3. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 2,
wherein the processor further obtains additional information
including at least one of an age of a person having the skin,
a temperature, or a humidity,

wherein the table further includes the additional informa-

tion associated with the respective wrinkle care infor-
mation, and

wherein the processor determines the wrinkle care infor-

mation based on the obtained additional information,
by referring to the table.

4. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 2,

wherein the wrinkle care information includes types of

wrinkles, and

wherein the types of wrinkles include a potential wrinkle

type.

5. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 2,

wherein the wrinkle care information includes a wrinkle

care suggestion for a potential wrinkle type.

6. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor detects a specific area of a face from
the obtained image, and detects the wrinkle in the detected
specific area.

7. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor evaluates effectiveness of wrinkle
care based on the wrinkle disappearing time detected before
the wrinkle care user presentation information is output and
a wrinkle disappearing time detected after the wrinkle care
user presentation information is output.

8. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 1,
wherein the predetermined stimulation includes stimulation
to displace the skin.

9. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor further creates an information display
image by superimposing an image relating to a wrinkle care
on a user representative image based on the determined
wrinkle care user presentation information, and displays the
created information display image.

10. A computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care, the method comprising:

obtaining, by a processor, an image where skin is photo-

graphed,

detecting, by a processor, a wrinkle in the skin from the

obtained image, the wrinkle appearing in response to
predetermined stimulation;
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obtaining, by a processor, time-sequential images of the
wrinkle after an appearance of the wrinkle in response
to the predetermined stimulation;

detecting, by a processor, a wrinkle disappearing time,

which is an elapsed time from the appearance of the
wrinkle in response to the predetermined stimulation to
a disappearance of the wrinkle, based on the obtained
time-sequential images;

determining, by a processor, wrinkle care user presenta-

tion information corresponding to the detected wrinkle
disappearing time; and

outputting, by a processor, the determined wrinkle care

user presentation information.

11. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 10, wherein a table is stored
in a memory, the table including wrinkle disappearing times
and wrinkle care information associated with the respective
wrinkle disappearing times,

the method further comprising determining wrinkle care

information based on the detected wrinkle disappearing
time, by referring to the table.

12. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 11, further comprising
obtaining, by a processor, additional information including
at least one of an age of a person having the skin, a
temperature, or a humidity;

wherein the table further includes the additional informa-

tion associated with the respective wrinkle care infor-
mation, and

wherein the method further comprising determining, by a

processor, the wrinkle care information based on the
obtained additional information, by referring to the
table.

13. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 11,

wherein the wrinkle care information includes types of

wrinkles, and

wherein the types of wrinkles include a potential wrinkle

type.

14. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 11,

wherein the wrinkle care information includes a wrinkle

care suggestion for a potential wrinkle type.

15. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 10, further comprising;

detecting a specific area of a face from the obtained

image; and

detecting the wrinkle in the detected specific area.

16. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 10, further comprising
evaluating effectiveness of a wrinkle care based on the
wrinkle disappearing time detected before the wrinkle care
user presentation information is output and a wrinkle dis-
appearing time detected after the wrinkle care user presen-
tation information is output.

17. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 10, wherein the predeter-
mined stimulation includes stimulation to displace the skin.

18. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 10, further comprising;

creating, by a processor, an information display image by

superimposing an image relating to a wrinkle care on a

user representative image based on the determined

wrinkle care user presentation information; and
displaying the created information display image.

19. The computer-implemented method for supporting
wrinkle care according to claim 10, wherein the wrinkle care
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user presentation information differs depending on the
detected wrinkle disappearing time.

20. The wrinkle care support device according to claim 1,
wherein the wrinkle care user presentation information
differs depending on the detected wrinkle disappearing time. 5
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