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(7) ABSTRACT

Methods and devices for the diagnosis and treatment of
diabetes are disclosed in which an analyte concentration
within a peritoneal fluid of a human subject may be deter-
mined by implanting an analyte sensor apparatus in the
subject where the apparatus may comprise a housing and a
flexible sensing catheter which has a lumen with a plurality
of apertures and an exterior surface with an analyte sensor
affixed thereto. The catheter may comprise a proximal end
attached to the housing and the remaining end may be
positioned freely within the peritoneal space to contact
peritoneal fluid where an analyte concentration in the peri-
toneal fluid may be sensed. The housing may be anchored at
a subcutaneous site proximate the peritoneal space. The
sensed analyte concentration may then be transduced into a
transmittable electrical signal.
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METHODS AND DEVICES FOR THE
DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF
DIABETES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/US2012/069262 filed Dec. 12, 2012, which
claims the benefit of priority to U.S. Prov. 61/630,504 filed
Dec. 12,2011 and U.S. Prov. 61/744,030 filed Sep. 17, 2012
each of which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety. This application is a continuation-in-part of PCT/
US2008/73279 entitled “METHOD AND APPARATUS
FOR AUTOMATED ACTIVE STERILIZATION OF
FULLY IMPLANTED DEVICES” filed on Aug. 15, 2008,
and a continuation-in-part of PCT/US2012/028071 entitled
“SENSING FOLEY CATHETER?” filed on Mar. 7, 2012,
which claims the benefit of U.S. Prov. 61/464,619 filed Mar.
3, 2011, U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/628,534, filed
Nov. 2, 2011, and U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/583.258, filed Jan. 5, 2012. This application is also a
continuation-in-part of U.S. Ser. No. 13/306,335 filed Nov.
29, 2011 entitled “CONTINUOUS BLOOD GLUCOSE
MONITOR,” the full disclosures of each of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entireties.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

All publications and patent applications mentioned in this
specification are herein incorporated by reference to the
same extent as if each such individual publication or patent
application were specifically and individually indicated to be
so incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE TECHNOLOGY

The disclosed technology relates to continuous analyte
monitoring systems and implantable drug delivery systems.
More particularly, the presently disclosed technology relates
to continuous glucose measuring devices that may be
implanted in a human subject and which can monitor the
glucose concentration in peritoneal fluid, and an implantable
insulin reservoir whose operation may be coupled to the
implantable continuous glucose monitoring system.

BACKGROUND

Diabetes is a group of diseases characterized by high
levels of blood glucose resulting from defects in insulin
production, insulin action, or both. Diabetes is the leading
cause of blindness in people ages 20 to 70 and is sixth
leading cause of death in the United States. Overall, the risk
for death among people with diabetes is about 2 times that
of people without diabetes. The disease often leads to other
complications such as kidney, nerve and heart disease and
strokes. It is the leading cause for non-traumatic amputa-
tions and kidney failure.

Diabetes is reaching epidemic proportions in the United
States. There are approximately 18.2 million people in the
United States, or 6.3% of the population, who have diabetes.
While an estimated 13 million have been diagnosed with
diabetes, 5.2 million people (or nearly one-third) are
unaware that they have the disease. Furthermore, diabetes is
one of the most common chronic diseases in children and
adolescents; about 151,000 people below the age of 20 years
have diabetes.
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Diabetics must diligently monitor the glucose level in
their blood. Blood glucose levels should be maintained
between 80 to 120 mg/dl before meals and between 100-140
mg/dl at bedtime. Self-monitoring of blood glucose (SMBG)
permits diabetics to know what their blood sugar level is so
they can adjust their food, insulin, or activity level accord-
ingly. Improved glucose control can forestall, reduce, or
even reverse some of the long-term complications of dia-
betes.

The gold standard for testing blood glucose is the mea-
surement of glucose in a plasma sample obtained from a
vein. A drop of blood is placed on a small window in a test
strip. Blood glucose acts as a reagent in a chemical reaction
that produces a color change or generates electrons. The
color change is detected by a reflectance-meter and reported
as a glucose value. Alternatively, the electrons generated in
the reaction are detected as an electrical current and reported
as a glucose value.

Problems with existing SMBG devices include the
requirement of a drop of blood for each test (normally
acquired through a prick of the finger). The blood sampling
can be painful and cause calluses to form. It also increases
the risk for warts and infections. The acute discomfort
associated with this presents the largest barrier to life-saving
blood glucose control.

Minimally invasive technologies currently on the market
in the United States include the GlucoWatch® Biographer
(Cygnus Therapeutic Systems Corporation, Redwood City,
Calif) and the Guardian® Continuous Glucose Monitoring
System (Medtronic MiniMed, Inc., Northridge, Calif.). The
GlucoWatch® Biographer uses reverse iontophoresis, which
involves applying an electrical microcurrent to the skin. The
current pulls sodium through the intact skin, water follows
sodium and water pulls glucose with it. The glucose con-
centration in this fluid is proportionate to the concentration
in blood.

However, there are several problems with this technology.
There is a lag time of 20 minutes before a blood glucose
value can be reported. The concentration of glucose in the
fluid is only 1/1,000 of glucose in the blood. A mild skin
discomfort last for a few minutes when the device is first
applied to the skin. The device is intended for use only by
adults (age 18 and older) with diabetes. It is intended to
supplement, not replace, standard home blood glucose moni-
toring devices. The user also has to calibrate the GlucoW-
atch® Biographer with a blood glucose value measured on
a traditional, i.e. “fingerstick,” monitor. Thus a standard
(invasive) blood glucose monitor is still required.

The Guardian, Continuous Glucose Monitoring System is
designed to automatically and frequently monitor glucose
values in subcutaneous interstitial fluid (ISF). It measures
ISF glucose every five minutes and it has a hypoglycemia
alert. Once inserted, the sensor is virtually painless, but it
requires entry of glucose readings from a standard monitor
at least twice a day in order to calibrate the sensor. Further-
more, the readings from this monitor lag the actual blood
glucose values by 15-20 minutes potentially resulting in
over or under dosing of insulin.

Dexcom and Medtronic, among others, market a subcu-
taneously inserted continuous glucose monitor (CGM),
which functions for several days before requiring replace-
ment. These devices, though, measure interstitial blood
glucose, which frequently lags blood glucose by 15 minutes
or more. This lag alone is suboptimal (more manageable lag
times are in the 5-10 minute range) and lag times may tend
to be inconsistent. This means that there is no one control
algorithm that can be used to create a closed-loop system
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since the inter- and intra-sensor variability in lag is too great
(5-30 minutes according to recent reports) and doesn’t apply
to each sensor the same way or even apply to the same
sensor during certain physiological situations. For the inter-
sensor variability, a sensor is placed at least weekly in the
subcutaneous space. During this weekly placement, one
sensor may be tightly nestled in a capillary bed (lag time
5-10 min) while the sensor implanted a week later may
instead be up against a muscle fiber or a region of fat (30
minute or greater lag time). Therefore a consistent control
algorithm for both sensor placements without very poor
control is difficult to use.

With respect to intra-sensor variability, there are many
conditions that affect blood flow to the submucosa of the
skin. Cold temperature, for example, will drastically impact
blood flow to the skin. Another potential impact on blood
flow is sleeping. There may be significant intra-sensor
variability between sleeping and waking lag periods that
may have resulted in the episodes of severe nocturnal
hypoglycemia with closed loop control noted in the litera-
ture.

For the foregoing reasons, there is a need for continuous
analyte monitoring systems and implantable drug delivery
systems that allow continuous monitoring of glucose levels
accurately, for extended periods of time, and with signifi-
cantly reduced lag times.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

Embodiments of the disclosed technology relate to a
device that may be implanted subcutaneously with an
attached sampling catheter inserted within the peritoneal
cavity of a subject. Generally, one method for determining
an analyte concentration within a peritoneal fluid of a human
subject may generally comprise implanting an analyte sen-
sor apparatus in the subject, the apparatus comprising a
flexible sensing catheter and a housing, the catheter com-
prising a lumen with a plurality of apertures and an exterior
surface with an analyte sensor affixed thereto, the catheter
comprising a proximal end attached to the housing, wherein
the implanting step comprises positioning the sensing cath-
eter freely within the peritoneal space and anchoring the
housing at a subcutaneous site proximate the peritoneal
space, contacting the analyte sensor with a peritoneal fluid
sample outside the sensing catheter, sensing an analyte
concentration in peritoneal fluid sample, and transducing the
sensed analyte concentration into a transmittable electrical
signal.

Alternatively, the catheter and/or device may be inserted
into another space, for example, into a subcutaneous site, or
into vascular, peritoneal, cerebrospinal, or pleural spaces.
The subcutaneous implant may also be placed in another
cavity in order to simplify sensing. The peritoneal fluid that
normally collects and/or flows through the peritoneal cavity
may be detected by the sampling catheter and analyzed via
the device to detect the concentration of glucose within the
fluid. The sensor, in one example, may comprise a lens and
an emitter that sends out a signal at a predetermined fre-
quency and wavelength as well as a detector that may
receive the reflected wavelengths to determine the physi-
ologic characteristics of the peritoneal fluid in proximity or
in direct contact with the sensor.

In some embodiments of the technology, a sensor or lens
may be cleaned by the intermittent release of a flow of fluid
across the sensor/lens using, for example a mechanical
pump or an osmotic pump. This fluid can be dedicated for
this purpose and stored within the device (or an attached
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reservoir) or may serve another purpose (e.g., a peritoneal
insulin delivery fluid). This fluid may be pumped from its
location within the device or associated reservoir and may
not require any active powering. A salt or other compound
with osmotic activity and limited solubility in water may be
stored in concentrated form or solid form in a chamber
within the device or associated reservoir. This reservoir may
have an externally facing semi-permeable membrane that
allows water to flow into the reservoir based on the osmotic
gradient established by the dissolving or solubilizing com-
pound. Once the chamber fills to sufficient pressure, a
controlled valve, check-valve, or other gate may open and
allow for the pressurized fluid to course out of the chamber
and activate the washing of the sensor or create mechanical
action that may power the cleaning action of the sensor.

Active pump, mechanical, insulin delivery, and self-
cleaning embodiments are also provided that may be battery
powered or inductively powered and/or recharged in order to
provide the glucose sensing, insulin delivery and/or cleaning
actions. In addition, although the medical field has been
slow to exploit the peritoneal space for diagnostic and
therapeutic purposes, the peritoneal space is a relatively safe
or privileged space for implanted devices with regard the
problematic occurrence of fibrosis and tissue reaction
sequellae. Further, the concentration of analytes within the
plasma are reflected to a lesser or greater degree (depending
on molecular size) in the peritoneal fluid. The use of a
peritoneal implant to allow for the chronic long-term moni-
toring of any analyte within the peritoneal fluid may accord-
ingly be advantageous.

Information recorded by the implanted sensor and/or
insulin pump may be transmitted wirelessly to an external
unit capable of displaying this information. This information
may also provide an indication that an intervention may be
required. For example, a pressure sensor in line with the
flush line may record the pressure and report that an
increased pressure is required for the flush. This may trigger
either more aggressive automatic flushing/cleaning or may
result in the use of an external flush with or without active
anti-clogging or anti-clotting agents such as, by way of
example heparin or tissue plasminogen activator (TPA).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of the sensing apparatus
implanted in a human subject.

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment of the apparatus as it may
be implanted in the body.

FIG. 3 shows an embodiment of a sensing apparatus for
measuring an analyte in peritoneal fluid.

FIG. 4A shows an embodiment of a sensing apparatus for
measuring an analyte in peritoneal fluid having a multi-
lumen sampling catheter and an analyte sensor disposed in
the distal portion of the catheter.

FIG. 4B shows an embodiment of a sensing apparatus for
measuring an analyte in peritoneal fluid having a multi-
lumen sampling catheter and an analyte sensor disposed on
the exterior surface of the distal portion of the catheter.

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of a sensing apparatus for
measuring an analyte in peritoneal fluid having a valve-
tipped catheter with sensor movement past this cleaning
valve for taking measurements.

FIGS. 6A-6C show the embodiment of FIG. 5 utilizing
the valve tipped catheter.

FIG. 7 shows an embodiment of the sensing apparatus
having a semi-permeable membrane embodiment with a
curled tip catheter.
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FIG. 8 provides a schematic view of an implantation site
pocket formation tool at various stages of deployment.

FIG. 9 shows an embodiment of the pocket formation tool
entering into preperitoneal implantation site, the tool dis-
posed in a compressed state within a tool insertion catheter.

FIG. 10 shows the pocket formation tool having emerged
from the tool insertion catheter, and having expanded,
thereby formed an implantation site pocket at the preperi-
toneal site.

FIG. 11 shows the tool insertion catheter in place after the
pocket formation tool has been withdrawn from the pocket
site

FIG. 12 shows a drug-dispensing reservoir in an early
stage of deployment, as it emerges from the insertion
catheter, into the implantation pocket.

FIG. 13 shows a complete drug dispensing reservoir
expanding as it emerges from the insertion catheter.

FIG. 14 shows a complete drug dispensing apparatus,
comprising a reservoir, pump, and infusion catheter in place
within the implantation pocket.

FIG. 15 shows schematic diagram of an embodiment of an
implantable drug reservoir.

FIG. 16 illustrates an example for external placement of
the sensing/infusion catheter embodiment of the device.

FIG. 17 shows an example of an externally-placed sens-
ing/infusion catheter embodiment.

FIG. 18 shows a graphical representation of subcutaneous
blood glucose and body position data recorded from a
sleeping subject.

FIG. 19 shows the placement of four subcutaneous blood
glucose sensors on a subject.

FIGS. 20-22 show examples of safe, redundant place-
ments of sensors.

FIGS. 23-24 shows two or more sensors that are separated
both spatially and temporally

FIGS. 25-28 show graphical representations of glucose
level data from a sheep implanted with three glucose-
sensing catheters at three, nine, fourteen, and seventeen days
post-implantation.

FIG. 29 shows the recovery of intact insulin following
incubation at 40° C. in the control formulation of an insulin
analogue and in the stabilized (Arestat™) formulation.

FIG. 30 illustrates Theranova’s fully-implantable perito-
neal insulin infusion pump design.

FIG. 31 shows a schematic representation of the instru-
mented acute animal study configuration

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

A device may be implanted subcutaneously with an
attached protective or sampling catheter inserted within,
e.g., the peritoneal cavity of a subject. Alternatively, the
protective or sampling catheter and/or device may be
inserted into another space, e.g., subcutaneous, vascular,
pre-peritoneal, cerebrospinal, or pleural space. A subcuta-
neously implanted device may also be placed in another
cavity in order to simplify sensing. The peritoneal fluid that
normally collects and/or flows through the peritoneal cavity
may be detected by the sampling catheter and analyzed via
the device to detect the concentration of glucose within the
fluid.

A glucose sensor, per embodiments of the disclosed
technology, may utilize any one of a variety of modalities
including, by way of example, enzymatic sensors, photo-
metric sensors, mid-infrared and near-infrared wavelength
sensors, or phosphorescent sensors. More than one modality
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may be employed, as well, to ensure that results are accurate.
A protective sampling catheter and/or the sensor may also be
replaced as needed or on a schedule. A subcutaneously
implanted device may also be replaced, for example, if its
battery requires renewal. These procedures may be con-
ducted in a minimally invasive manner.

Embodiments of the device may also incorporate a ster-
ilizing and/or cleaning mechanism as described in patent
application PCT/US2008/73279, entitled “Method and
apparatus for automated active sterilization of fully
implanted devices”, which is herein incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety.

FIG. 1 illustrates one example for placement of the
glucose sensing system within the peritoneal cavity 14 of a
subject. A glucose sensor assembly 10 may be implanted
subcutaneously in proximity to the peritoneal cavity 14 with
a sampling catheter 12 attached to the assembly 10 and
inserted directly into the peritoneal cavity 14. desirably in
the lower half of the peritoneal cavity, i.e. the true pelvis,
and/or inserted into a different space such as, by way of
example, subcutaneous, vascular, pre-peritoneal, cerebrospi-
nal, pleural spaces, or other anatomical cavities in order to
simplify sensing. Ingrowth cuffs 11 allow tissue ingrowth
and prevent tracking of infection between cavities.

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment of the apparatus as it may
be implanted in the body. The assembly 10 may house a
glucose sensor 30 as well as the sensor/measurement elec-
tronics and an optional pump 16 or actuator for pumping a
therapeutic fluid such as an insulin formulation, as described
in further detail below. Optionally, the assembly 10 may also
comprise an agitating mechanism and/or sensor clearing/
cleaning mechanism (not shown). The sampling catheter 12
may house the glucose sensor 30, desirably aflixed to its
exterior surface, and may alternatively be positioned at other
sites, such the lower half of the pelvis. The apparatus may
include an infusion port 18 for intermittent insulin or fluid
infusion into pump 16 or peritoneal catheter 12. In a
preferred embodiment the peritoneal portion of the catheter
12 ideally will be able to be maintained in the peritoneal
cavity 14 during sensor and/or device replacement due to the
peritoneal cavity’s habituation to the catheter surface.

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of the apparatus having
the implantable assembly 10 with sampling catheter 12
attached and extending therefrom. As the catheter 12 resides
within the peritoneal cavity 14, the peritoneal fluid may be
drawn into the catheter 12 through one or more openings at
the tip or along the length of the sampling catheter 12 for
measurement by a sensor 30 disposed within the system.
Additionally, a fluid reservoir 20 may also be incorporated
into the system for providing a fluid for back flushing the
sampling catheter 12 intermittently to maintain a clear flow
channel.

Sampling catheter 12 may protect the sensor residing
within by filtration of fluid drawn into the sampling catheter,
thereby providing a substantially debris-free ambient fluid.
For this reason, a fluid reservoir 20 (which may also be
implanted within the subject) may be optionally attached in
fluid communication with assembly 10 or integrated directly
with assembly 10 for providing a circulating fluid for
intermittently flushing the sensor as well as to clear the
sampling catheter line and/or to also ensure adequate expo-
sure of fluid to the peritoneum. Additionally, fluid reservoir
20 may also provide for replemishment of an equilibration
fluid that may be infused, allowed to equilibrate, measured
for glucose content, and then left in the lumen of the catheter
or withdrawn back into the reservoir. In an alternative
embodiment the fluid reservoir 20 may also be incorporated
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into the system for providing insulin into pump 16. In some
embodiments, one or more drugs or other active agents may
be incorporated into fluid reservoir 20, whose action is
directed toward preventing or resolving clogging and/or
infection.

FIG. 4A illustrates an embodiment in which a glucose
sensor 30 (e.g., an optical sensor) is disposed within the
protective or sampling catheter 12. FIG. 4B shows an
embodiment in which a glucose sensor 30 (e.g., an optical
sensor) is disposed on the exterior surface of the protective
or sampling catheter 12. While the sensor 30 is in electrical
or wireless communication with the assembly 10 through the
sampling catheter 12, sensor 30 may be positioned near or
at a distal opening of the sampling catheter 12. Thus, fluid
may be circulated through the sampling catheter 12 that may
comprise a multi-lumen or single lumen sampling catheter
that allows for intermittent and bidirectional flow of fluid
drawn in over the sensor 30 and within an optional pump
within assembly 10. Such a pump may urge fluid through the
sampling catheter 12 to clean the sensor 30 or sampling
catheter 12 via direct mechanical removal of any film or by
way of ultrasound or agitation, for example. The pump may
be configured to intermittently reverse direction to ensure
lumen patency. The sensor 30, in one example, may com-
prise a lens and an emitter that sends out a signal at a
predetermined frequency and wavelength as well as a detec-
tor that may receive the reflected wavelengths to determine
the physiologic characteristics of the peritoneal fluid in
proximity or in direct contact with the sensor 30.

Additionally and/or alternatively in some embodiments,
sensor 30 may be moved relative to the assembly 10 and/or
sampling catheter 12 (e.g., slide out of the assembly 10
and/or sampling catheter 12 or rotate within the assembly 10
or sampling catheter 12). The sampling catheter 12 may
alternatively remain stationary its position and instead be
cleaned using, for example, ultrasound or fluid agitation or
lavage. In this and other embodiments, one or more flushing
ports or reservoirs may be incorporated to provide for
cleaning of the system in the event that the system is not in
direct contact with the fluid it needs to take its readings.

Reservoir 20 may be intermittently pumped (per a sched-
ule or on demand) by assembly 10 to clear sampling catheter
12 lumen, for example, by flushing or back-flushing the fluid
through the sampling catheter 12. Moreover, each of the
variations described herein may be optionally inductively
recharged and/or refilled with back-flush fluid (or insulin if
full artificial pancreas). Furthermore, assembly 10 may also
integrate wireless capabilities for providing external com-
munication to transmit data from the glucose sensor 30 to,
e.g., an external reader, an insulin pump, etc.

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a protective sampling
catheter 12 that includes a cleaning tip 40 (shown here as a
silicone tip) that may function as a valve or window that
cleans the sensor 30 in vivo within sampling catheter 12 as
it slides or moves past the tip 40. Accordingly, the sensor
may be urged to shift or move via an active mechanism
housed within assembly 10. The sensor 30 may then return
to its resting position between readings where it is protected
by the sampling catheter 12 housing. Alteratively, the
sensor 30 may be exposed by default and drawn into the
sampling catheter 12 only intermittently on a programmed
basis or when it senses interference by debris, etc. In the
event that the sensor 30 protrudes from the sampling cath-
eter 12, the tip of the sensor 30 may be blunt and atraumatic
so as to prevent damage to surrounding tissue. If placed in
the peritoneal cavity 14, the device may be positioned such
that the end of the sampling catheter 12 and the sensor 30 is

20

25

40

45

50

60

65

8

in the pelvis and away from the omentum and/or mesentery.
If omentum is seen during or prior to placement of a
peritoneal sensor, an omentectomy may be performed to
improve device reliability.

Additionally, one or more in-growth prevention cuffs 42
may be disposed on the exterior surface of the catheter 12,
as shown, to prevent tracking of any infection or fluid
between the sensing catheter 12 (which may be in the
subcutaneous, vascular, peritoneal, cerebrospinal or, pleural
cavities, etc.) and the assembly 10. Moreover, one or more
optional flushing port 44 may be integrated along the
assembly 10 to facilitate the cleaning of a clogged catheter
12; perforations in the lumen of the catheter facilitate in the
flushing process.

FIGS. 6A-6C illustrate an example of how the tip 40 may
be utilized for cleaning or clearing the sensor 30. As shown
in FIG. 6A, sensor 30 may be contained within catheter 12
and proximal to tip 40. A blunt tip 50 of sensor 30 may be
urged distally such that it is forced through valve tip 40, as
shown in FIG. 6B, thereby cleaning the surface of the sensor
30 and allowing for the exposed sensor 30 to take a reading
of the peritoneal fluid in proximity to the catheter 12. If
either valve 40 or catheter 12 is occluded, a flushing port 44
may be used as well. Once the reading has been taken,
sensor 30 may then retract proximally into catheter 12 past
tip 40 which may again clean sensor 30, as shown in FIG.
6C. An inductive recharging coil 52 is also shown in this
variation within assembly 10 for enabling the inductive
charging of the device.

FIG. 7 illustrates another variation of a device utilizing a
semi-permeable membrane 60 along the catheter body 12
and a curled, non-erosive tip 62. The semi-permeable mem-
brane 60 may allow for long-term analyte and/or insulin
diffusion through the membrane 60 and into the catheter for
contact with the sensor 30 housed within without foreign
body reaction or requirement for fluid infusion. The mem-
brane 60 may allow for rapid diffusion utilizing materials,
e.g., ePTFE, silicone lattice, etc. or coatings such as albu-
min, heparin, etc.

The curled tip 62 of the catheter is an example of an
atraumatic feature that can prevent erosion or insult to tissue
within the body cavity. In one embodiment, the atraumatic
tip 62 may be tunneled to the site of implantation. Placement
in the peritoneal cavity may involve dissection of the
posterior rectus sheath from the peritoneum, angulation of
the catheter downward into the true pelvis then perforation
of the peritoneum to ensure downward angulation of the
catheter into the pelvis. The proximal catheter may then be
tunneled subcutaneously to the subcutaneous portion of the
implant. In yet another embodiment, the distal end of the
peritoneal catheter may be inserted into the peritoneal cavity
then the tip of the catheter may be firmly attached to the
parietal peritoneum or bladder with the sensor located
proximal to the attached tip within the peritoneal cavity. The
tip of the catheter may also exit the peritoneal cavity and be
buried in the subcutaneous space leaving both ends of the
catheter in the subcutaneous space with a short segment
containing the sensor and/or infusion port exposed within
the peritoneal cavity. This feature may prevent potential
erosion of the tip of the catheter through visceral peritoneum
into peritoneal structures and will maintain the catheter
segment firmly and permanently away from the omentum
and/mesentery. This type of catheter placement may be
useful for any peritoneal catheter including peritoneal dialy-
sis catheters to prevent complications and obstructions. If
placed with laparoscopy, open surgery or percutaneously the
omentum may also be tacked up away from the catheter



US 9,603,558 B2

9

during placement. The catheter may be placed without
visualization or with visualization such as ultrasound visu-
alization, laparoscopic visualization, or by other radiologic
guidance.

Some embodiments of the technology advantageously
include an inductive powering or charging circuit. In order
to minimize the size of the implant and maximize its life, a
small battery may be used that requires recharging on a
daily, weekly, or monthly basis. Alternatively, the device
may be externally powered by placement of an inductive
coil over the device during operation, as shown above. Any
of the features illustrated in any of the figures or described
within this specification may be used alone or in conjunction
with other features illustrated in each figure.

FIGS. 8-13 show aspects of the function and clinical use
of a pre-peritoneal pocket formation tool to form a pocket in
which to place the pre-peritoneal reservoir. FIG. 8 provides
a schematic view of an implantation site pocket formation
tool 70 at various stages of deployment.

FIGS. 9-14 show aspects of the function and clinical use
of a pocket formation tool 70 to insert the pre-peritoneal
reservoir of the catheter-based embodiment of the device.
FIG. 9 shows an embodiment of the pocket formation tool
70 entering into the pre-peritoneal implantation site 72, the
tool disposed in a compressed state within a tool insertion
catheter.

In FIGS. 10-11 a pocket formation tool 70 passes through
the rectus muscles into the pre-peritoneal space while inside
of a sheath 74, and expands to create a pocket. In FIG. 11,
once the expansion process is finished the pocket formation
tool is removed. FIGS. 12-13 show a minimally invasive
placement of an infusion reservoir 20 through the same
sheath and inflated inside of the pocket created by the tool.
The infusion reservoir may be connected to a subcutaneous
pump with outflow into any site within the body. In an
alternative embodiment, the infusion reservoir may also be
a rigid reservoir and inserted through a surgical incision.

In FIG. 14 the sheath 74 has been removed and the
catheter is attached to a pump that may or may not have a
percutaneously accessible infusion port 18 to refill the
pre-peritoneal reservoir. The reservoir may also be placed in
a similar manner within the peritoneal cavity or in a sub-
muscular space (to prevent cosmetic issues with its inflation)
. In the intraperitoneal embodiment, the distal end of the
reservoir may be affixed to the peritoneal wall to prevent its
interfering with normal bowel function. The reservoir 20 is
preferably fabricated from a very strong, biocompatible
material and, ideally, fiber-reinforced or reinforced with
multiple layers. The reservoir itself must be able to with-
stand extreme forces without rupturing, including large
pressures and force from a direct impact. The reservoir may
also contain a neutralizing chemical in between the layers of
the reservoir such that any rupture will expose the drug
inside the reservoir to the neutralizing chemical (e.g., acti-
vated charcoal) within the pocket and prevent overdose. The
reservoir may preferably be fabricated from silicone, poly-
imide, polyurethane, PTFE, ePTFE or another strong, flex-
ible, biocompatible material including composite materials
for superior strength.

FIG. 14 shows the use of an embodiment of the reservoir
20 in conjunction with an embodiment of a peritoneal
infusion port 18. One or more of the catheters, preferably
both, may utilize an in-growth prevention cuff 78, such as a
Dacron cuff, to prevent infection tracking subcutaneously or
when exiting the peritoneal cavity. The outlet to the infusion
pump may also lead to the subcutaneous, vascular, CSF,
pleural, intramuscular spaces or any other tissue or cavity
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within the body. In the illustrated embodiment, the perito-
neal sampling catheter 12 is shown as a combination sensor,
drug/fluid delivery conduit.

In the illustrated embodiment, the sensor may detect
peritoneal glucose levels and the subcutaneous pump may
automatically respond with an infusion of insulin into the
peritoneal cavity if elevated glucose levels are detected. This
insulin infusion may utilize the same conduit as the sensor
or may enter the cavity at a different location in order to
preserve the sensing function. In another embodiment the
sensor may detect glucose levels in one anatomical space,
while a subcutaneous pump may respond with an infusion of
insulin in another anatomical space or tissue.

In particular embodiments, both the sensor and sampling
catheter may be swept clean by the infusion of the insulin
and/or the fluid flush. In yet another embodiment, the fluid
path to reservoir and/or to the outlet catheter may be in
communication with a pressure sensor. This pressure sensor
may be used to monitor the status of the reservoir and, in
certain instances, monitor the status of the patient as well. In
the case of monitoring the reservoir, absence of the expected
pressure profile during and between pumping sessions may
trigger an alert that there is a clog in the lumen between the
pump and the reservoir or between the pump and the outflow
catheter. For example, algorithms can be developed to track
the behavior of the sensor so that if signal decays, it can
trigger an alert for a flush.

FIG. 15 shows a schematic representation of an embodi-
ment of an implantable drug delivery reservoir.

Rapidly sampling pressure within a preperitoneal (or
peritoneal) reservoir and using the correct algorithms for
analysis enables easy detection of intraperitoneal pressure,
heart rate, respiratory rate and relative cardiac output. The
latter two often precede a crisis and may alert the user or
healthcare provider that a patient is decompensating. Addi-
tion of a temperature sensor and/or pulse oximeter would
allow for the continuous detection of patient status with this
multi-functional implant. All embodiments may require
intermittent transdermal recharging and/or battery replace-
ment. In the event that the reservoir or other component of
the device is used to monitor a patient’s health status, the
device could also be a passive implant that is inductively
activated on an active implant that is inductively recharged.
The monitoring implant may reside, in its entirety or in part,
in the preperitoneal, subcutaneous, intramuscular or intra
peritoneal space and be place with a simple percutaneous
procedure. This implant may also have applicability in
situations where it is imperative to remotely determine a
user’s health status (i.e., for soldiers in the military).

Alternatively, the catheter and/or device may be inserted
into another space, e.g., subcutaneous, vascular, peritoneal,
cerebrospinal, pleural spaces, etc. The percutaneous implant
may also be placed in another cavity in order to simplify
sensing. The peritoneal fluid which normally collects and/or
flows through the peritoneal cavity may be detected by the
catheter and analyzed via the device to detect the concen-
tration of glucose within the fluid. The percutaneous cath-
eter, in its ideal embodiment, may be placed within the body
via a percutaneous, laparoscopic or interventional radiology
procedure and chronically remain within the body. The
sensor portion of the catheter may be replaced frequently
(i.e. daily) or very infrequently (i.e. every decade) or at any
time point in between. Ideally the catheter will incorporate
multiple sensors and sensors with different sensing modali-
ties, for example, redundant subcutaneous sensors disclosed
below, to provide orthogonal redundancy in the space that it
is sensing (preferably the peritoneal cavity). The catheter
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may be used to infuse therapeutics, anti-thrombotics, fibrin-
olytics and may be intermittently sterilized on its inner
and/or outer surface of its lumens once it is attached to the
externalized artificial pancreas via an automated chemical,
ultraviolet, mechanical, electrical or pharmaceutical inter-
vention.

The glucose sensor(s) may utilize any one of a variety of
modalities including, but not limited to, enzymatic sensors,
photometric sensors, mid-infrared and near-infrared wave-
length sensors, phosphorescent sensors, etc. More than one
modality may be employed, as well, to ensure that results are
accurate. The protective catheter and/or the sensor may also
be replaced as needed or on a schedule.

The device may also incorporate a sterilizing and/or
cleaning mechanism as described in patent application PCT/
US2008/73279 entitled “METHOD AND APPARATUS
FOR AUTOMATED ACTIVE STERILIZATION OF
FULLY IMPLANTED DEVICES” and U.S. Prov. 60/964,
822 filed Aug. 15, 2007, each of which are herein incorpo-
rated by reference in their entirety.

Systems developed for the sensing of interstitial glucose
in the subcutaneous space in conjunction with an insulin
pump have exhibited erratic night-time behavior including
episodes of hypoglycemia and false reports of hypoglyce-
mia. There have been several attempts to combat these
issues, including turning the insulin pump off at night (with
resulting loss of control), adding redundant, co-located
sensors to provide two signals (with the hope that only one
will be deviant) and adding glucagon infusion to the insulin
pump infusion circuit (which, in the instance of a false
hypoglycemia would induce a real hyperglycemia). There-
fore, in order to close the loop and have a glucose sensor that
controls an insulin pump there exists a strong need for a
more reliable means of detecting and reporting blood glu-
cose.

One embodiment of the present invention may provide a
more reliable means of detecting and reporting blood glu-
cose by utilizing one or more redundant sensors that are not
co-located. While this is not intuitive and far from ideal (it
adds to the patient burden by requiring two separate place-
ments of two separate devices) the research conducted by
the inventors prior to this filing indicate that co-location, or
even locating another sensor in the near proximity, will
result in redundant signals that are both erroneous.

FIG. 18 is graphical representation of subcutaneous blood
glucose and body position data recorded from a sleeping
subject. As shown in FIG. 19, four subcutaneous blood
glucose sensors were used, two placed on each flank of a
subject. The dip in blood glucose shown in the tracing below
details that both sensors T1 and T2 (located ~2 inches apart
on the same flank) resulted in an erroneous reading while the
subject was documented to have been sleeping on them.

The data graphed above (which is just a sample of the
voluminous data that have been acquired) demonstrate that
the use of co-located (or even near proximity) sensors in the
subcutaneous space would not provide the added safety that
one would expect. In fact, if the two co-located sensors T1
and T2 above were considered to have been accurate, this
subject would have received a dose of insulin to bring them
down 50 mg/dL (from 135 mg/dL) when they would have
actually been at 90 mg/dLL and the result would have been
profound, dangerous hypoglycemia and, potentially, death.
In order to provide a signal from a subcutaneous sensor that
is reliable enough that insulin may be dosed off of the
reading without user intervention (ie a fully-closed loop),
the inventors have found that the sensors absolutely must be
placed on surfaces that would not be expected to be com-
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pressed or otherwise locally pressurized at the same time.
The sensors could then be queried and, in the event of a large
deviation in the signal, the system may be programmed to
recognize the correct signal or the user may be asked to
verify that the change in blood glucose is real. In both cases,
the algorithm may use the “safest” signal (ie the one that
would not dose insulin) in the event of a disparity between
the two readings.

Alternatively, the cutaneous or subcutaneous portion of
the sensor or transmitter may either be attached to or
incorporate a sensor (pressure, force, temperature, etc.).
Information from the thermometer, pressure and/or force
transducer may be used to determine when the readings from
the sensor may not be trusted (ie when there is excessive
pressure or when temperature is too high or low). The sensor
data may be transmitted to the receiver and/or insulin pump
(in a closed-loop system) but no action will be taken (by the
patient or the closed loop pump) in the setting of a sensor
reading indicating that the subcutaneous sensor is in the
presence of excessive pressure and/or temperature. The
pressure sensor may be incorporated within the device or
may be an additional device with its own ability to com-
municate wirelessly with the meter and/or transmitter.

FIGS. 20-22 show examples of safe, redundant place-
ments of sensors.

The present invention may take a variety of embodiments
with the only requisite feature being that of a placement in
two, disparate regions of the body. In FIG. 19, the setup is
detailed wherein it was determined by the inventor that
co-located sensors (or sensors located in the same proxim-
ity) would not provide a safe redundancy.

FIG. 20 illustrates the minimum separation that would be
allowable in order to provide a safe redundancy. Even with
this separation, some parallel deviation of sensors is possible
due to the blood supply for the tissues originating from the
same source (same half of the body). Ideally a positioning
scheme more like that of FIG. 21 or FIG. 22 would be
utilized wherein the sensors are on either side of the midline
and not so close as to allow them to be simultaneously
compressed (ie not one on either side of the umbilicus
wherein a belly sleeper could easily compress both at the
same time).

FIG. 21 illustrates an ideal separation of redundant sen-
sors in that simultaneous direct compression of the sensors
would be very unlikely (if not impossible) and the sensors
receive blood flow from different halves of the body.

FIG. 22 illustrates another safe redundancy in that the arm
and abdomen perfusion have quite different vasculature and
the positioning on opposite sides of the body helps ensure
that simultaneous local compression would not be an issue.

FIG. 25 shows a graphical representation of glucose level
data from a sheep implanted with three glucose-sensing
catheters at three days post-implantation. Fach catheter used
two glucose sensors for redundancy. They were all capable
of flushing in order to remove tissue encapsulation, and were
flushed regularly for the first two days after implantation.
Two of the catheters were implanted intraperitoneally (IPA
and IPB), and one was implanted subcutaneously (SC). An
intravenous glucose tolerance test (IVGTT) was adminis-
tered by injecting 0.5 mg/kg of D50 (50% dextrose) solution
into the sheep’s jugular vein. Data were collected once per
minute and the two readings from each sensor were aver-
aged to give a single reading for each catheter. Sensor
voltages represented glucose levels, with lower voltages
indicating higher glucose levels. The peritoneal response
was much more rapid than the subcutaneous response,
indicating that peritoneal kinetics are superior.
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FIG. 26 shows a graphical representation of glucose level
data from a sheep implanted with three glucose-sensing
catheters at nine days post-implantation. An IVGTT of 0.5
mg/kg D50 was performed. By this point, the sensors had
begun to become encapsulated. The encapsulation of the
subcutaneous sensor was fairly vascular, which led to
improved blood flow to the sensor and an improvement in
response time. Both peritoneal sensors continued to main-
tain fast response times. Near the end of the challenge,
catheter IPA was flushed to remove tissue encapsulation, as
shown by the sudden spike in voltage (the voltage of IPB
was also affected, due to its close proximity to IPA, but its
encapsulation was left intact).

FIG. 27 shows a graphical representation of glucose level
data from a sheep implanted with three glucose-sensing
catheters at fourteen days post-implantation. An IVGTT of
0.167 mg/kg of D50 was performed. Catheter IPB had a
delayed response, due to the continued encapsulation of its
sensors. Catheter IPA maintained a fast response time, as did
the subcutaneous catheter. However, the initial slope of the
subcutaneous response began to show signs of flattening,
indicating that its encapsulation had become more fibrous
and less vascular.

FIG. 28 shows a graphical representation of glucose level
data from a sheep implanted with three glucose-sensing
catheters at seventeen days post-implantation. An IVGTT of
0.25 mg/kg of D50 was performed. Catheter IPB continued
to take longer than the other catheters to reach its minimum
voltage, due to further thickening of its encapsulation. Its
response had also become increasingly noisy. Once again,
catheter IPA maintained a fast response time. Catheter SC
also responded quickly, but continued to show signs of
fibrous encapsulation, reaching its minimum voltage later
than catheter IPA. At the end of the challenge, catheter IPA
was flushed again to remove tissue encapsulation.

As shown in FIGS. 23-24, the present invention, prefer-
ably, employs two or more sensors that are separated both
spatially (such that they will generate their own capsular
response) and temporally (such that one of the sensors is
always in the sweet spot zone of 7-21 days in vivo). The
inventors have discovered that the response to the sensor is
what, in fact, makes it respond more readily. This angiogenic
response (i.e. proliferation of blood vessels) creates a heav-
ily vascularized capsule starting after day 5. The blood
vessels then start to recede after week 3 as they are replaced
by a fibrous capsule. Thus, to ensure optimal performance
one or more sensors must always be surrounded by this
vascularized capsule. In order to ensure this, in the preferred
embodiment one sensor is placed every 7-10 days and the
signal from the newest sensor (still in its first week) is used
simply as a safety backup to the older sensor within its
vascularized capsule. This algorithm providing for the dif-
ferential handling of the readings (i.e. prioritization of the
readings from the older sensor) from each sensor based on
its time in vivo is novel and not contemplated elsewhere in
the prior art. Each of the two sensors may be placed as
infrequently as every 10 days (to maximize cost-efficacy)
and each sensor placement may be in and of itself redundant
(i.e. two sensors placed at a time so that these readings may
also have spatial redundancy if not temporal).

FIG. 16 illustrates one example for placement of the
glucose sensing system or artificial pancreas electronic unit
on the abdominal surface of subject. It may, alternatively, be
placed anywhere on the surface including the thorax, back,
buttocks, etc. The external glucose sensor and/or insulin
pump 84 preferably utilizes a multi-lumen infusion/sensing
catheter which may be placed, preferably, in the true pelvis.

20

25

35

40

45

60

65

14

The insertion procedure for this catheter may also be accom-
panied by either laparoscopic rectus sheath tunneling or
omentectomy/tacking of the omentum. The external elec-
tronics/artificial pancreas may automatically back flush this
catheter intermittently to maintain flow or backflushing may
require a manual intervention. The catheter may, preferably,
have one or more anti-adhesive or ingrowth cuffs 78. Desir-
ably, a silicone ring (not shown) around the anti-adhesion
cuffs 80 separating the sensing catheter and the anti-ache-
sion cuff prevents tissue growth under the anti-adhesion cuff.
The catheter may incorporate an infusion lumen (i.e. insulin)
and analyte (i.e. glucose) sensor. In function, the catheter
will be attached to an external glucose monitor and/or
insulin pump (artificial pancreas). The external controller
may also contain agitating mechanism and/or sensor clean-
ing mechanism and may reversibly connect to catheter and
may be disposable or reusable. The external glucose monitor
and/or insulin pump may consist of one (artificial pancreas)
or two (insulin pump and separate glucose sensor) devices
providing closed loop feedback with peritoneal glucose
sensing and peritoneal insulin delivery. A skin site protector
82 protects the incision site on the surface of the skin.

FIG. 17 shows an example of an externally placed sens-
ing/infusion catheter embodiment. The external controller
may, preferably, be reversibly attachable to the implanted
catheter 12. Optionally, one or more drugs or other active
agents may be incorporated into the catheter, e.g., to prevent
clogging and/or preventing infection. The glucose sensor(s)
may travel alongside or be within the insulin infusion sheath
88. Ideally the sensors will be distant from the insulin
infusion site to prevent interference with the glucose read-
ing. Fluid may also be circulated through the multi-lumen
catheter (or single lumen catheter with intermittent flow (in
then out) and drawn in over the sensor within the pump. The
pump may be able to clean sensor or catheter via direct
mechanical removal of any film or ultrasound or agitation,
for example. The sensor may be anywhere along or within
the catheter and preferably at the blunt tip 90 of catheter.
One or more optional anti-fibrin/anti-adhesion cuff may be
employed to ensure that any fibrin sheath distal to cuff is
swept away with fluid infusion (insulin or catheter flush
solution such as normal saline, heparin). Catheter may
include sterilization elements (such as electric current, sil-
ver, ultraviolet radiation, etc.) and may, preferably, connect
to externalized pump. One or more subcutaneous ingrowth
cuffs may be employed to prevent tracking of any infection
or fluid along catheter

Alternatively, the glucose sensor (e.g., an optical sensor)
may be positioned within the protective catheter. While the
sensor is in electrical or wireless communication with the
assembly through the catheter, the sensor may be positioned
near or at a distal opening of the catheter. Thus, fluid may be
circulated through the catheter which may comprise a multi-
lumen or single lumen catheter. The catheter allows for
intermittent flow (e.g., in then out) of fluid drawn in over the
sensor and within an optional pump within the assembly.
Such a pump may urge fluid through the catheter to clean the
sensor or catheter via direct mechanical removal of any film
or ultrasound or agitation for example. The pump may be
configured to intermittently reverse direction to ensure
lumen patency.

In its ideal embodiment, the glucose sensor may be
integrated or affixed to the exterior surface of the catheter
itself in order to minimize fluid accumulation and lag in any
potential space. This applies to enzymatic, optical and
chemical sensors, all of which would benefit from direct
connection to peritoneal fluid without fluid pooling. In its
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ideal embodiment, as well, small, smooth rounded perfora-
tions or apertures will be present distal to the anti-adhesion
cuff and in proximity to the sensor. Intermittent flushing of
this lumen, then, would eject fluid from these perforations
and “sweep” any accumulated debris or fibrin sheath from
the catheter into the peritoneum for reabsorption. The anti-
adhesion cuff may be used, in this instance, to provide a
programmed area of fibrin sheath weakness so that it can be
detached from the catheter in a controlled manner. As long
as the flushing is relatively frequent the volume of the
infusion need not be large since the fibrin sheath will be in
its thin, wispy state until a minimum of 30 days have passed.
Alternatively, the flush need not be automated and may
instead be programmed to flush only once a capsule has been
detected (by lag time, optical sensing, etc.). Ideally, in its
preferred embodiment as well, the flush itself will be pro-
grammed on a frequent basis, though, and will allow for
automated calibration of the sensor. In this instance the flush
may consist of a calibrated glucose-containing solution that
is ejected into the cavity, sweeping away any capsule and
triggering the sensor to calibrate to that know concentration.
Due to the sensitivity surrounding hypoglycemic episodes
the solution could be an 80 mg/dL solution of glucose or
could, preferably, be two or three alternating concentrations
of glucose that the external (or internal) pump draws from
and signals to the sensor to calibrate to that concentration.
The pump may then be refilled with the flush at the time of
insulin refill. In this external embodiment (peritoneal insulin
infusing catheter and peritoneal glucose sensor traveling
across the skin and outside of the body), the flush need not
be concentrated and can be greater in volume than previ-
ously disclosed implanted versions of this device allowing
for more flexibility in catheter maintenance. In addition, the
external version of this device, while increasing the infec-
tion risk associated with an externalized catheter, may also
incorporate more powerful sterilization techniques to pre-
vent infection. For example, power limitations are much less
of an issue for an externalized device where replacing and
recharging the battery is not an issue. Use of ultraviolet
radiation during insulin and flush infusion, then, is a viable
option to ensure complete sterility of any fluid inflow. Other
sterilization modalities mentioned above and in cross-refer-
enced filings disclose alternative methods of sterilization of
both the inner and outer walls of the infusion/sensing
catheter to ensure that infection does not occur.

In its ideal embodiment, the catheter of shown in FIGS. 16
and 17 may have certain components replaced (i.e. the
sensor) with a simple, sterile removal and insertion proce-
dure without the requirement for a new puncture or incision
(i.e. it slides right out of the infusion/sensing catheter and is
replaced in the same manner). The catheter may also revers-
ibly attach the external electronic component of the device
allowing for this element to be replaced, recharged, refilled,
etc. while another fully recharged and refilled external unit
is attached in a sterile manner. In its ideal embodiment the
external unit incorporates an automated sterilization proce-
dure during detachment and/or reattachment at the site of the
connector.

Any of these designs may also be employed with a fully
implantable pump design so long as the peritoneal cavity is
used for sensing and delivery. Additionally and/or alterna-
tively, the sensor may be moved relative to the catheter (e.g.,
slide out of the assembly and/or catheter or rotate within the
assembly or catheter. The catheter may alternatively remain
stationary its position and instead be cleaned using ultra-
sound, fluid lavage, etc. In this and other embodiments, one
or more flushing ports or reservoirs may be incorporated to
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provide for cleaning of the system in the event that the
system is not in direct contact with the fluid it needs to take
its readings.

Example A outlines an exemplary research strategy to test
the safety and efficacy of the pre-peritoneal reservoir.

EXAMPLE A
Pre-Peritoneal Reservoir Research Strategy

Type 1 diabetes mellitus (T1DM) is associated with
numerous complications including blindness, renal failure,
painful nerve disorders, and amputation. In addition to its
devastating toll in human suffering, TIDM and its compli-
cations result in significant health care expenditures for
families and constitute a major societal economic burden.
Clinical trials have demonstrated significant reductions in
complications of T1 DM through intensive control of blood
glucose levels. Thus, patients with TIDM are expected to
experience dramatic improvements in their quality of life
and life expectancy when the goal of engineering an artifi-
cial pancreas is finally realized.

One component of the artificial pancreas is the ability to
deliver insulin to the bloodstream reliably, safely, and dura-
bly. We have designed a peritoneal insulin delivery system
which takes advantage of the proven-safe components of
prior designs, then builds on these by incorporating redun-
dant fail-safes for critical failure modes. Additionally, our
design features a large pre-peritoneal insulin reservoir which
confers significant advantages to the patient. The objective
of this application is to establish the eflicacy and safety of
our approach. We will do this by validating performance and
fail-safe characteristics at the bench and in a subacute and
chronic pig model. Particular emphasis will be placed on
ensuring that failure modes will be both rare and contained.

This contribution may enable closed-loop artificial pan-
creas systems to function autonomously for several months
at a time between insulin refilling visits. Additional advan-
tages of the pre-peritoneal location of the reservoir, as
compared to subcutaneous, are that it is protected from blunt
trauma by the abdominal wall and is a more comfortable
location for the patient. The larger reservoir may also enable
the use of this system in insulin-resistant (T2DM) patients in
whom large daily dosages of insulin are required.
Innovation

Fully implantable technologies for the insulin-delivery
limb of the artificial pancreas have been successfully devel-
oped, tested, and used clinically with excellent safety pro-
files (1, 2). The Medtronic-Minimed (Northridge, Calif.)
MIP2007 device features a subcutaneous reservoir, a pump,
and tubing, which delivers insulin to the peritoneal space
where it is rapidly absorbed. Despite its effectiveness, its
production was discontinued due to problems associated
with the very concentrated U400 insulin (Insuplant, made by
Aventis) that it required due to the reservoir’s small volume.
A small reservoir was needed because of its subcutaneous
location—Ilarger-volumed reservoirs in this space are prone
to eroding through the skin. This location also results in
some discomfort to the patient and susceptibility to blunt
trauma. Using U100 in a small reservoir requires prohibi-
tively frequent refills, incurring inconvenience and proce-
dural risk to the patient. FIG. 29 shows the recovery of intact
insulin following incubation at 40° C. in the control formu-
lation of an insulin analogue and in the stabilized (Arestat™)
formulation.

Our technology improves upon the Medtronic device by
relocating the insulin reservoir component to the pre-peri-
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toneal space. This design allows a reservoir with a much
larger insulin capacity while maintaining the convenience of
a subcutaneous refilling, recharging, and communication
port. The larger reservoir enables the use of less-concen-
trated insulin with a substantially decreased risk of fibrilla-
tion (3). Our approach is complemented by emerging devel-
opments in soluble protein-stabilization formulations that
extend the effective life of insulin and insulin analogues by
several months (see FIG. 29). The pre-peritoneal reservoir
design is also complementary to peritoneal sensing tech-
nologies under development which promise to improve the
kinetics of continuous glucose monitoring and to resist
tissue encapsulation. Together, these technologies enable the
development of closed-loop artificial pancreas solutions
which may safely function autonomously for several times
longer than systems made from existing elements.

The concept behind our insulin-delivery strategy is rela-
tively simple and uses existing technologies for implemen-
tation. First we describe what function each element per-
forms and how the system elements work together. Then we
address the potential failure modes of the device and the
system design mitigations which minimize failure risk and
ensure that if a failure does occur, the system “fails safe” in
a way that prevents harm to the patient. Finally, we describe
our approach to testing these risk mitigations.

FIG. 30 illustrates a fully-implantable peritoneal insulin
infusion pump design. This fully implantable system com-
prises 1) a pre-peritoneal reservoir, 2) a subcutaneous
receiver with refill septum, 3) a reservoir-to-receiver inter-
connect and 4) an infusion catheter.

Reservoir. Situated in the pre-peritoneal space, this 200 cc
Reservoir houses the components found in commercially
available implantable pumps as well as some unique fea-
tures, including a) a piston-pump insulin reservoir encased
in titanium near a hermetic outer-housing with sealed blad-
der inside, b) a gas/N, pressure compensator to accommo-
date insulin reservoir volume depletion, and ¢) system
electronics to include power, pump motor, RF, digital cir-
cuitry, redundant pressure sensors, redundant independently
activated solenoid valves and other electronics required to
accurately release precise doses of insulin. The reservoir
also incorporates redundant pressure sensors in communi-
cation with the Infusion Catheter so that any potential
blockage of the infusion lumen will be rapidly reported. As
with the Minimed device, the reservoir will be maintained
under vacuum to ensure that insulin will not be released
unintentionally.

Receiver. Situated in the subcutaneous space, this 20 cc
Receiver houses the a) insulin refill receptacle with docking
septum, b) N, evacuation chamber, ¢) RF communication
antenna, and d) power induction/recharge receiver. The
Receiver also incorporates a network of electrical fibers on
its casing to allow for detection of impedance in the implant
pocket to alert the user to a potential insulin escape.

Interconnect. This four-lumen, 7-cm-long conduit pro-
vides the physical connection between the Reservoir and
Receiver. The four lumens include a) a 0.020" inner-diam-
eter peritoneal insulin delivery lumen which passes through
the receiver into the peritoneal cavity, b) an electrical power
& signal-interconnects lumen c) a 0.020" inner-diameter
insulin-refill lumen, and d) a 0.020" inner-diameter gas/N,
evacuation lumen. The insulin refill lumen and gas/N,
evacuation lumen are both accessible percutaneously via the
Injector through a silicone septum in the Receiver.

Catheter. This 12-cm-long, 0.020" inner-diameter Cath-
eter delivers the insulin to the peritoneal space. Insulin is
pumped from the Reservoir, travels through the Receiver
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and exits the distal end into the peritoneal cavity. The
Catheter is fitted with strain reliefs at every juncture and is
a single, continuous catheter from the Reservoir to the
peritoneal cavity (it is simply potted into the Receiver).
While the small lumen size requires additional energy to
pump the insulin into the peritoneal cavity, it also provides
an essential safeguard in that complete failure and discon-
nection of the lumen followed by immediate complete
purging of its contents will result in a small enough dosing
of insulin to be safe.

Injector (External Accessory). This external automated
syringe is for refilling the Receiver with insulin and evacu-
ating N, gas. Prior to any infusion of insulin into the
reservoir, there must first be recognition of the Injector by
the Receiver (an electronic “handshake”). This handshake
ensures that the primary lumen of the injector is seated into
the insulin refill chamber in communication with the 0.020"
insulin refill lumen and that a secondary lumen within the
injector is mated with a small chamber in communication
with the N, gas chamber at the opposite side of the piston
pump in the Reservoir. Once the Injector and the implantable
electronics perform their handshake, the impedance-sensing
fibers on the outside of the Receiver are activated and U-100
Arestat-stabilized insulin is infused into the Reservoir while
N, gas is evacuated. The refill process takes 60 minutes
during which any insulin escape from the Receiver will be
rapidly detected and reported to the user (see below).

External RF Communication and Implant Cell Recharg-
ing (External Accessor). This handheld device will commu-
nicate wirelessly with the implant system to report insulin
dosing history and system status including: notifications,
battery charge status, insulin levels, and predicted days to
refill. The recharging system will couple with the implant
inductively to recharge the battery.

Following implantation, the patient will use a handheld
communicator to dose their insulin as they would with a
standard external insulin pump. The system includes an
external battery-recharging accessory that the patient will
use to recharge the implant on a monthly basis. The patient
will align the external recharging belt over the subcutaneous
Receiver and wear the belt for a minimum of 6 hours to
provide a full recharge. For the typical TIDM patient the
insulin reservoir is expected to require a ~yearly refill using
the proprietary Injector. This estimate is based on a system
capacity of 20,000 units, a daily requirement of 40-50 units
(4, 5), and allowing for some insulin degradation. The
system is designed for a 5-year life under normal operating
conditions. This device will comply with ISO standards and
in particular ISO 14708-1 and 14708-4.

Use of dispensing control valves in series, embedded
within the reservoir, will ensure no leakage of insulin from
the dispensing port under normal use. The Reservoir body
itself consists of a stainless steel cavity under vacuum within
a rigid titanium near-hermetic outer housing with sealed
bladder to ensure that the Reservoir itself will not be a point
of failure. Interconnects are double-layered and include
strain relief. Furthermore, use of a small infusion catheter
with an inner diameter of 0.020" ensures that even if the
catheter were to become detached and empty its entire
contents into the implant pocket, the dose would be tolerable
and not cause life-threatening hypoglycemia. Despite these
mitigations, the need to protect against inappropriate insulin
release is very important; thus we will further mitigate this
risk with a proprietary impedance-based insulin sensor on
the outside of the Reservoir and Receiver. The automated
detection of inappropriately released insulin will trigger a
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lockdown of all valves and sound an alarm for the patient,
signaling them to take sugar and come to the clinic or
emergency room.

Refill failure risks is one that has not been adequately
addressed by current designs. In fact, there have been reports
in the literature of failures with refill that resulted in dump-
ing into the implant pocket (6). In order to avoid this, we
have designed a custom Injector that interfaces with the refill
septum in the Receiver. The Injector is disabled and unable
to dispense insulin until it receives an electronic “hand-
shake” from the device. This handshake is only provided
once the refill needle is situated in the correct position across
the septum aligning the insulin refill lumen and the gas
evacuation lumen with their respective access lines. Once
this has occurred the refill is enabled and the Injector slowly
dispenses its contents into the reservoir while gas is evacu-
ated. The Pump monitors the refill progress and reports any
flagging in flow rates or change in impedance outside of the
Receiver. These safeguards ensure that each Refill procedure
will be completed safely in a controlled manner.

Improper dosing of insulin can take one of three forms:
excessive delivery of insulin, inadequate delivery of insulin
or deactivation of insulin.

Excessive Delivery of Insulin. This is a previously miti-
gated risk. This failure mode may be associated with actual
reservoir rupture or catheter dislocation as discussed above.
Excessive delivery of insulin during normal use is prevented
by a variety of safeguards that are already commonly found
in implantable pumps, including: redundant independent
valves which must communicate synchronously to allow for
any dosing, use of a high-resolution/micro-dosing pump to
ensure very high resolution for each dose and delivery of
insulin in small fractional series doses (fractional dosing).

Inadequate Dosing of Insulin. This is a risk that has not
been adequately addressed by current designs. For example,
one recent study found that it took >24 hours for the insulin
pump to report that it had failed and was no longer deliv-
ering insulin (7). Redundant pressure sensors located prior
to the redundant reservoir valves have been incorporated
into our design in order to provide immediate feedback if
there is a sustained pressure spike in the Infusion Catheter
that would require further investigation.

Deactivation of Implanted Insulin. This is a risk that has
not been adequately addressed by current designs. In fact,
current insulin and insulin analogue formulations have been
found to decay at body temperature such that the most stable
of formulations decays to 80% functionality at 3 months and
drops below 50% at 6 months. Due to this limitation, there
has been no incentive to implant a larger reservoir to
decrease the frequency of device refills. With the Arestat-
stabilized insulin formulations, though, activity levels of
80%/o at 6 months have been achieved. We intend to
evaluate the extent to which this stabilization increases the
active life of insulin in vitro and then in vivo.

The implantation procedure will employ standard surgical
techniques used widely in patients. A location will be
identified for the subcutaneous refill port in the left or right
suprailiac area. After an incision is made, a subcutaneous
pocket will be formed for the refill port and implantation
sites will be identified for both the pump/reservoir and the
infusion catheter. A pre-peritoneal pocket will then be
formed for the pump/reservoir after which it will be slipped
into its pocket. The infusion catheter will then be tunneled
into the true pelvis within the peritoneal cavity through the
preformed subcutaneous pocket. The true pelvis is a site that
has inherent resistance to encapsulation as demonstrated by
the <5% incidence of mechanical obstruction (over 2 years)
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of peritoneal dialysis catheters implanted in this location (8).
Finally, the subcutaneous refill port will be slipped into its
pocket and stitched into place to prevent dislocation, and
multi-layer closures of the abdominal wall will be per-
formed.

Tissue Reaction. This is a risk that has been partially
mitigated by similar designs. After implantation, the foreign
body response will create a fibrotic pocket around the
implant. While this is particularly true of the subcutaneous
space, it is not the case with potential spaces such as the
peritoneal cavity. In fact, Medtronic’s peritoneal insulin
pump proved to be capable of delivering accurate insulin
doses to the peritoneal cavity in patients for several years. In
one study of 63 patients implanted with this device, inves-
tigators noted the excellent resistance to encapsulation with
their report of a median operation-free period of 78 months
in patients implanted after 2000 (9). We intend to evaluate
the extent to which our current device design will encourage
healthy encapsulation of the pre-pertioneal and subcutane-
ous components without causing damage to adjacent tissues.

Bleeding. This is a previously mitigated risk. One issue
that has arisen in the pre-peritoneal space is the potential for
difficulty in achieving hemostasis. This experience, though,
was in a patient population with severe coagulopathy and
was based on implantation of an awkward device which was
~2x larger than the pump/reservoir detailed in this protocol
(10). In addition, even with these larger devices others have
reported excellent safety records in the pre-peritoneal space
in the absence of coagulopathy (11, 12) and this continues to
be the preferred site of implantation of devices that are too
large for the subcutaneous space (13).

Infection. This is a previously mitigated risk. Tradition-
ally one of the biggest barriers to peritoneal implantation of
a device has been concerns over infection. While the Euro-
pean clinical data associated with the Medtronic peritoneal
insulin pump published by Haveman (9) reported no
instances of peritonitis in 381 patient-years of data in 63
patients, we are cognizant of the fact that consequernces
associated with this condition may be severe. In order to
prevent this complication the commercial version of the
device will employ two Dacron cuffs to encourage tissue
ingrowth to isolate the subcutaneous tunnel from the peri-
toneal cavity.

The optional curled tip of the catheter may prevent
erosion within the body cavity. This tip may be tunneled to
the site of implantation. Placement in the peritoneal cavity
may involve dissection of the posterior rectus sheath from
the peritoneum, angulation of the catheter downward into
the true pelvis then perforation of the peritoneum to ensure
downward angulation of the catheter into the pelvis. Proxi-
mal catheter may then be tunneled subcutaneously to the
subcutaneous portion of the implant.

This and the other embodiments may also benefit from an
inductive powering or charging circuit. In order to minimize
the size of the implant and maximize its life, a small battery
may be used that requires recharging on a daily, weekly or
monthly basis. Alternatively, the device may be externally
powered by placement of an inductive coil over the device
during operation, as shown above. Any of the features
illustrated in any of the figures or described within this
specification may be used alone or in conjunction with other
features illustrated in each figure.

While illustrative examples are described above, it will be
apparent to one skilled in the art that various changes and
modifications may be made therein. Moreover, various
apparatuses or procedures described above are also intended
to be utilized in combination with one another, as practi-
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cable. The appended claims are intended to cover all such
changes and modifications that fall within the true spitit and
scope of the invention.

While exemplary embodiments have been described in
some detail for clarity and understanding and by way of
example, a variety of adaptations, modifications, and
changes will be obvious to those of skill in the art. Hence,
the scope of the present invention is limited solely by the
appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of determining an analyte concentration
within a peritoneal fluid of a human subject, comprising:

implanting an analyte sensor apparatus in the subject, the

apparatus comprising a flexible sensing catheter and a
housing, the catheter comprising, a lumen with a plu-
rality of apertures and an exterior surface with an
analyte sensor affixed thereto, the catheter comprising
a proximal end attached to the housing, wherein the
implanting step comprises positioning the sensing cath-
eter freely within the peritoneal space and anchoring
the housing at a subcutaneous site proximate the peri-
toneal space;

contacting the analyte sensor with a peritoneal fluid

sample outside the sensing catheter;

sensing an analyte concentration in peritoneal fluid

sample; and

transducing the sensed analyte concentration into a trans-

mittable electrical signal.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein implanting the analyte
sensor apparatus at a subcutaneous site proximate the peri-
toneal space comprises anchoring the housing of apparatus
using, tissue in-growth cuffs attached to the exterior surface
of the catheter to a tissue site within the abdominal wall.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein positioning the sensing
catheter freely within the peritoneal space comprises posi-
tioning the sensing, catheter within the true pelvis.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein said sensing catheter
incorporates a band of fibrin deposition resistant. material to
allow fibrous capsules to be swept off the catheter with a
flush.

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the fibrin deposition
resistant material comprises PTFE.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein sensing an analyte
comprises sensing glucose.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein sensing glucose com-
prises sensing by at least one of an optical method and an
enzyme-mediated approach.

8. The method of claim 1 wherein sensing an analyte
comprises sensing any one or more of a pH, a gas, an
electrolyte, a metabolic substrate, a metabolite, an enzyme,
or a hormone.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein sensing an analyte
relates to monitoring clinical parameters relevant to kidney
function.

10. The method of claim 1 wherein sensing an analyte
relates to monitoring clinical parameters relevant to hemor-
rhage or shock.

11. The method of claim 1 wherein sensing an analyte
relates to monitoring clinical parameters relevant to diabe-
tes.

12. The method of claim 1 wherein sensing an analyte
relates to monitoring clinical parameters relevant to cardiac
function.

13. The method of claim 1 wherein sensing an analyte
relates to monitoring clinical parameters relevant to infec-
tion or sepsis.
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14. The method of claim 1 further comprising flushing the
sensor and the lumen of the sensing catheter with a fluid.

15. The method of claim 14 wherein flushing the sensor
and the lumen of the sensing catheter with a fluid occurs
intermittently.

16. The method of claim 14 wherein flushing the sensor
and the lumen of the sensing catheter with a fluid occurs
automatically.

17. The method of claim 14 wherein flushing the lumen
comprises drawing the fluid from a reservoir associated with
the analyte sensor apparatus.

18. The method of claim 17 wherein drawing the fluid into
the lumen from the fluid layer of the peritoneal space
comprises drawing fluid through a semi-permeable mem-
brane portion of the sensing catheter.

19. The method of claim 17 wherein flushing the lumen
comprises pumping fluid out of the lumen.

20. The method of claim 14 wherein said reservoir is filled
with heparin, anti-fibrin compounds and/or saline.

21. The method of claim 14 wherein said reservoir is filled
with insulin.

22. The method of claim 21 wherein the reservoir is
refilled intermittently.

23. The method of claim 14 wherein flushing the lumen
comprises drawing the fluid into the lumen from the fluid
layer of the peritoneal space.

24. The method of claim 1 wherein said analyte sensor
apparatus may be coupled with an insulin pump to provide
automatic delivery of insulin based on the readings of said
analyte sensor.

25. The method of claim 24 wherein said insulin is
delivered directly to the pelvic region of the peritoneal
cavity.

26. The method of claim 24 wherein separate refillable
reservoirs may be employed for insulin and the flushing
solution.

27. The method of claim 1 wherein said analyte sensor
and/or insulin pump may be anchored in the preperitoneal
space.

28. The method of claim 27 wherein said analyte sensor
and/or insulin pump may be connected to one or more
subcutaneous ports for wireless communication, recharging
of the device via inductive coupling, refilling of insulin
and/or refilling of flush solution.

29. A method of determining an analyte concentration
within a peritoneal fluid of a human subject, comprising:

inserting a flexible sensing catheter into a peritoneum, the

catheter comprising a lumen with a plurality of aper-
tures and an exterior surface with an analyte sensor
affixed thereto, the catheter comprising a proximal end
attached to the housing, wherein inserting comprises
positioning the sensing catheter freely within the peri-
toneal space, tunneling the proximate end through the
subcutaneous space and attaching the proximal end to
a sensing apparatus outside of the body;

contacting the analyte sensor with a peritoneal fluid

sample outside the sensing catheter;

sensing an analyte concentration in peritoneal fluid

sample; and

transducing the sensed analyte concentration into an elec-

trical signal outside of the body.

30. The method of claim 29 wherein said flexible sensing
catheter may have more than one lumen wherein one of the
lumens is attached to a source of insulin for delivery of
insulin into the peritoneal cavity.
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31. The method of claim 30 wherein said source of insulin
may be coupled to said flexible sensing catheter to provide
automated delivery of insulin based on peritoneal glucose
readings.

32. The method of claim 30 wherein said insulin is
delivered directly to the pelvic region of the peritoneal
cavity.

33. The method of claim 29 wherein said sensing catheter
is intermittently flushed to prevent encapsulation.

34. The method of claim 29 wherein said sensing catheter
is flushed with heparin, anti-fibrin compounds and/or saline.

35. The method of claim 29 wherein said sensing catheter
is flushed with an insulin solution.
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