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DEPLOYMENT CONTROL APPARATUS FOR
A CATHETER WITH A DEPLOYABLE
ARRAY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims priority to Provisional
Application No. 62/202,051, filed Aug. 6, 2015, which is
herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to medical catheters
including deployable arrays for use inside a body. More
specifically, the invention relates to devices and methods for
controlling deployment of the array inside the body.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Cardiac arrhythmias may lead to heart disease and
death. Arrhythmias may be treated by medication, implant-
able devices, or by the ablation of specific heart tissue found
to be causing arrhythmia. Ablation may be performed by a
number of techniques, including the local application of
energy, for example, radio frequency energy, or by the
application of cryogenic temperatures to the site of the
problem tissue.

[0004] The specific heart tissue responsible for arrhythmia
in a patient may be identified by moving a mapping catheter
having one or more electrodes around the interior of the
heart and measuring cardiac signals to sense changes in the
electrical fields. A map of the electrical conductivity of the
heart may be formed from the measurements to identify
abnormalities which may be candidates for ablation. Some
mapping catheters are designed such that the electrodes may
physically contact the heart wall, including flexible designs
that are inserted in a compact form and later deployed into
a basket-like array. Such an array is deployed after entrance
into the heart, and undeployed upon completion of the
mapping and prior to removal from the heart.

[0005] In addition to cardiac mapping catheters, other
medical catheters, such as endoscopic devices, may also
include deployable devices, or arrays, for use within the
body. There is a continuing need to improve the control of
the deployment of such devices.

SUMMARY

[0006] Example 1 is a deployment control apparatus sub-
stantially contained within a handle at one end of a catheter
to control deployment of an array at another end of the
catheter. The deployment control apparatus includes a pair
of walls, a slider assembly, and a deployment shaft. The
walls project from a first surface of the interior of the handle.
The walls are disposed on opposite sides of a slot extending
along a portion of the handle between the interior of the
handle and an exterior of the handle. The slider assembly
includes a rigid body, an elastomeric element, a tab, and a
knob. The elastomeric element is connected to the rigid body
and at least partially disposed between the walls, wherein the
elastomeric element frictionally engages with a surface of
each wall. The tab is connected to the rigid body and projects
from the rigid body and through the slot to the exterior of the
handle. The knob is connected to the tab at the exterior of the
handle, wherein the knob is configured to maintain the
elastomeric element between the walls. The deployment
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shaft connects the rigid body to the array, wherein a force
applied to the knob sufficient to overcome the frictional
engagement between the elastomeric element and the sur-
face of each wall causes movement of the slider assembly
and the deployment shaft to control deployment of the array.
[0007] In Example 2, the apparatus of Example 1, wherein
the frictional engagement between the elastomeric element
and the surface of each wall prevents changes in the deploy-
ment of the array by means other than the deployment
control apparatus.

[0008] In Example 3, the apparatus of either of Examples
1 or 2, wherein the slider assembly further includes a screw
disposed through the elastomeric element and threadedly
engaged with the rigid body to connect the elastomeric
element to the rigid body.

[0009] In Example 4, the apparatus of Example 3, wherein
increasing engagement of the screw with the rigid body
compresses the elastomeric element toward the rigid body
and increases a force of the elastomeric element toward the
surface of each wall, thereby increasing the frictional
engagement between the elastomeric element and the sur-
face of each wall.

[0010] In Example 5, the apparatus of any of Examples
1-4, wherein the deployment control apparatus further
includes a first rigid tube connected to interior of the handle,
and a second rigid tube connected to the rigid body and
configured to be in a telescoping arrangement with the first
tube, wherein the deployment shaft extends through the first
tube and the second tube.

[0011] In Example 6, the apparatus of any of Examples
1-5, wherein the walls extend from the first surface of the
interior of the handle, and connect to a second surface of the
interior of the handle opposite the first surface.

[0012] In Example 7, the apparatus of any of Examples
1-6, wherein the deployment shaft includes a braided poly-
meric tube.

[0013] In Example 8, the apparatus of any of Examples
1-7, wherein the rigid body includes a molded polymer, the
tab includes a sheet of metal, and the tab is connected to the
rigid body by overmolding a portion of the sheet of metal
with the molded polymer.

[0014] In Example 9, the apparatus of any of Examples
1-8, wherein the walls are integrally formed with the handle.
[0015] Example 10 is a catheter including an elongate
catheter body, an array, a handle, and a deployment control
mechanism. The elongate catheter body extends from a
proximal end to a distal end. The array is connected to the
distal end of the catheter body. The array is continuously
configurable between an undeployed configuration and a
fully-deployed configuration. The handle is connected to the
proximal end of the catheter body. The handle includes a slot
extending along a portion of the handle between an interior
of the handle and an exterior of the handle. The deployment
control mechanism includes a pair of walls, a slider assem-
bly, and a deployment shaft. The walls project from a first
surface of the interior of the handle. The walls are disposed
on opposite sides of the slot. The slider assembly includes a
rigid body. an elastomeric element, a tab, and a knob. The
elastomeric element is connected to the rigid body and at
least partially disposed within a gap formed between the
walls, wherein the elastomeric element frictionally engages
with a surface of each wall. The tab is connected to the rigid
body and projects from the rigid body and through the slot
to the exterior of the handle. The knob is connected to the tab
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at the exterior of the handle, wherein the knob is configured
to maintain the elastomeric element within the gap between
the pair of walls. The deployment shaft connects the rigid
body to the array, wherein a force applied to the knob
sufficient to overcome the frictional engagement between
the elastomeric element and the surface of each wall causes
movement of the slider assembly and changes the configu-
ration of the array.

[0016] In Example 11, the catheter of Example 10,
wherein the array includes stiffening elements that produce
a force biasing the array toward the undeployed configura-
tion, and the frictional engagement between the elastomeric
element and the surface of each wall is sufficient to prevent
changes in the configuration array caused by the biasing
force.

[0017] In Example 12, the catheter of either of Examples
10 or 11, wherein the slider assembly further includes a
screw disposed through the elastomeric element and thread-
edly engaged with the rigid body to connect the elastomeric
element to the rigid body, wherein increasing engagement of
the screw with the rigid body compresses the elastomeric
element toward the rigid body and increases a force of the
elastomeric element toward the surface of each wall, thereby
increasing the frictional engagement between the elasto-
meric element and the surface of each wall.

[0018] In Example 13, the catheter of any of Examples
10-12, wherein the deployment control mechanism further
includes a first rigid tube connected to interior of the handle,
and a second rigid tube connected to the rigid body distal of
the first rigid tube and configured to be in a telescoping
arrangement with the first rigid tube, wherein the deploy-
ment shaft extends through the first rigid tube and the second
rigid tube.

[0019] In Example 14, the catheter of any of Examples
10-13, wherein the walls extend from the first surface of the
interior of the handle and connect to a second surface of the
interior of the handle opposite the first surface.

[0020] In Example 15, the catheter of any of Examples
10-14, wherein the walls are parallel to each other and to the
slot.

[0021] In Example 16, the catheter of any of Examples
10-15, wherein the walls are symmetrically disposed on
opposite sides of the slot.

[0022] In Example 17, the catheter of any of Examples
10-14, wherein the gap formed between the walls at a distal
end of the walls is greater than the gap at a proximal end,
wherein the force applied to the knob suflicient to overcome
the frictional engagement between the elastomeric element
and the surface of each wall increases as the deployment
control mechanism changes the array from the undeployed
configuration, to the partially-deployed configuration, to the
nominally-deployed configuration, and to the fully-deployed
configuration.

[0023] In Example 19, the catheter of any of Examples
10-14, wherein the gap formed between the walls is greater
at a segment between a distal end of the walls and the
proximal end of the walls, the segment corresponding to the
nominally-deployed configuration, than at the distal end of
the walls and the proximal end of the walls, wherein the
force applied to the knob sufficient to overcome the fric-
tional engagement between the elastomeric element and the
surface of each wall decreases as the deployment control
mechanism changes the array from the partially-deployed
configuration to the nominally-deployed configuration, and
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increases as the deployment control mechanism changes the
array from the nominally-deployed configuration to the
fully-deployed configuration.

[0024] In Example 20, the catheter of any of Examples
10-19, wherein the catheter is a cardiac mapping catheter
and the array is an electrode array

[0025] While multiple embodiments are disclosed, still
other embodiments of the present invention will become
apparent to those skilled in the art from the following
detailed description, which shows and describes illustrative
embodiments of the invention. Accordingly, the drawings
and detailed description are to be regarded as illustrative in
nature and not restrictive.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026] FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a cardiac mapping
catheter suitable for use with embodiments of the present
invention.

[0027] FIGS. 2A and 2B are partial perspective views
showing a distal end of the mapping catheter of FIG. 1.
[0028] FIGS. 3A-3C are side views showing exemplary
deployment configurations of the mapping catheter of FIGS.
2A and 2B.

[0029] FIG. 4 is an exterior view of the cardiac mapping
catheter handle showing a portion of the deployment control
mechanism.

[0030] FIG. 5 is an interior view of the cardiac mapping
catheter handle showing another portion of the deployment
control mechanism.

[0031] FIG. 6 is a schematic lengthwise cross-section of a
portion of the deployment control mechanism.

[0032] FIG. 7 is a schematic cross-section of the deploy-
ment control mechanism in a plane perpendicular to the
cross-section of FIG. 6.

[0033] FIG. 8 is a schematic cross-section of another
embodiment of the deployment control mechanisni.

[0034] FIGS. 9A-9D are schematic views of the interior of
the cardiac mapping catheter of FIGS. 5-7 showing the
deployment control mechanism in positions corresponding
to various deployment configurations.

[0035] FIGS. 10A-10D are schematic views of an interior
of another embodiment of the cardiac mapping catheter
showing a deployment control mechanism in positions cor-
responding to various deployment configurations.

[0036] FIGS. 11A-11D are schematic views of an interior
of yet another embodiment of the cardiac mapping catheter
showing a deployment control mechanism in positions cor-
responding to various deployment configurations.

[0037] While the invention is amenable to various modi-
fications and alternative forms, specific embodiments have
been shown by way of example in the drawings and are
described in detail below. The intention, however, is not to
limit the invention to the particular embodiments described.
On the contrary, the invention is intended to cover all
modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within
the scope of the invention as defined by the appended
claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0038] A more complete understanding of the present
invention is available by reference to the following detailed
description of numerous aspects and embodiments of the
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invention. The detailed description of the invention which
follows is intended to illustrate but not limit the invention.

[0039] Catheters embodying the present invention may be
employed in cardiac mapping catheters as described in
“CARDIAC MAPPING CATHETER” (U.S. Pat. No. 8,447,
377, issued May 21, 2013), hereby incorporated by refer-
ence 1n its entirety. Such catheters typically have several
flexible splines forming an array, each spline including a
plurality of electrodes. Catheter embodiments of the present
invention include a deployment control mechanism that
permits adjustment of the array between an undeployed state
and a continuous range of deployed states.

[0040] FIG. 1 provides an illustrative but non-limiting
example of a cardiac mapping catheter 10 including an
embodiment of a deployment control mechanism. As shown
in FIG. 1, the cardiac mapping catheter 10 may include a
handle 12, an elongate catheter body 14, an electrode
assembly 16, and an electrical connection 18. The catheter
body 14 may extend from a proximal end 20 to a distal end
22. The electrode array 16 may project from the distal end
22 of the catheter body 14. The catheter body 14 may be
connected at the proximal end 20 to the handle 12. The
electrical connection 18 may extend from the handle 12 to
a mapping data recording and analysis system (not shown).
The handle 12 may include an articulation control mecha-
nism 24 and a deployment control mechanism 26.

[0041] The articulation control mechanism 24 may control
bending of the distal end 22 of the catheter body 14 by way
of one or more articulation control elements, for example
wires (not shown) extending from the articulation control 24
to the distal end 22 by way of one or more lumens (not
shown) extending through the catheter body 14 from the
proximal end 20 to the distal end 22. Bending the distal end
22 provides for flexibility in maneuvering the electrode
array 16 within a patient’s heart.

[0042] The deployment control mechanism 26 may
include a deployment shaft 28 (shown in FIGS. 2B and 5) to
deploy the electrode array 16. The deployment shaft 28 may
extend from handle 12 to the electrode array 16 by way of
one of the lumens extending through the catheter body 14.
The lumens may also include a set of electrical conductors
(not shown) extending from the electrode array 16 to handle
12 to connect the electrode array 16 to the mapping data
recording and analysis system.

[0043] FIGS. 2A and 2B are partial perspective views
showing the electrode array 16 and the distal end 22 of the
cardiac mapping catheter 10 of FIG. 1. FIG. 2A shows the
electrode array 16 undeployed in a radially retracted state.
FIG. 2B shows the electrode array 16 deployed in a radially
extended state. As shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the electrode
array 16 may include a plurality of splines 30 and an end cap
32. Each of the plurality of splines 30 may extend between
the distal end 22 and the end cap 32. Each of the splines 30
may include a flexible polymer substrate 34 and a plurality
of electrodes 36. In some embodiments, the flexible polymer
substrate 34 may include a stiffening element 38. The
stiffening element 38 may be, for example, a layer of nitinol.
The stiffening element 38 may produce a force in each of the
splines 30 that biases the electrode array 16 toward the
undeployed state or configuration. In the exemplary embodi-
ment shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, there are eight splines 30,
each including eight electrodes 36, for a total of sixty-four
electrodes in the electrode array 16.
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[0044] As shown in FIG. 2B, the deployment shaft 28 may
extend from the end cap 32 and into the catheter body 14 at
the distal end 22. The deployment shaft 28 may be a braided
polyimide shaft connecting end cap 32 to the deployment
control mechanism 26 (see FIG. 5) such that actuation of the
deployment control mechanism 26 may cause the deploy-
ment shaft 28 to move in the proximal direction and pull the
end cap 32 in the proximal direction. Movement of the end
cap 32 in the proximal direction may cause the plurality of
splines 30 to flex radially outward and deploy the electrode
array 16 as shown in FI1G. 2B.

[0045] In some embodiments, the end cap 32 may also be
an electrode for cardiac stimulation or tissue ablation. In
other embodiments, the end cap 32 may contain a magnetic
sensor for use in determining the location of the electrode
array 16 within the body. In these embodiments, one or more
conductors 40 (see FIG. 5) may extend from the end cap 32
to the handle 12 by way of a lumen within the deployment
shaft 28 to connect the end cap 32 to the mapping data
recording and analysis system.

[0046] In use, the cardiac mapping catheter 10 may be
inserted into a patient’s vasculature with the electrode array
16 in the undeployed, radially retracted state shown in FIG.
2A and advanced to the interior of the patient’s heart. Once
within the heart, the electrode array 16 may be deployed by
deployment control 26 as described above into the radially
extended state shown in FIG. 2B to sense the cardiac signals
within the heart. The sensed cardiac signals may be trans-
mitted to the mapping data recording and analysis system by
way of the set of electrical conductors extending through the
catheter body 14 from the electrode array 16 to the handle
12, and the electrical connection 18. In some embodiments,
the electrode array 16 may be deployed in into a less-radially
extended state for use in, for example, the pulmonary vein.
The deployment control mechanism 26 provides for adjust-
ment of the electrode array 16 between the undeployed state
and a continuous range of such deployed states. Once the
cardiac mapping is completed, the electrode array 16 may be
undeployed into the radially retracted state and withdrawn
from the patient.

[0047] FIGS. 3A-3C are side views showing various
exemplary deployment configurations of the electrode array
16 of the cardiac mapping catheter 10. FIG. 3A shows the
electrode array 16 in a partially-deployed configuration. The
partially-deployed configuration may be employed in map-
ping smaller structures, for example, the pulmonary vein.
The partially-deployed configuration may be deployed from
the undeployed configuration by movement of the deploy-
ment control mechanism 26 to cause the deployment shaft
28 to move in the proximal direction, thus pulling the end
cap 32 in the proximal direction. FIG. 3B shows the elec-
trode array 16 in a nominally-deployed configuration. The
nominally-deployed configuration may be employed, for
example, in most instances when mapping within the heart.
The nominally-deployed configuration may be deployed by
movement of the deployment control mechanism 26 to cause
the deployment shaft 28 to move farther in the proximal
direction than for the partially-deployed configuration, thus
pulling the end cap 32 farther in the proximal direction. FIG.
3C shows the electrode array 16 in a fully-deployed con-
figuration. The fully-deployed configuration may be
employed in some instances when mapping within the heart.
The fully-deployed configuration may be deployed by
movement of the deployment control mechanism 26 to cause
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the deployment shaft 28 to move farther in the proximal
direction than for the nominally-deployed configuration,
thus pulling the end cap 32 even farther in the proximal
direction.

[0048] The descriptions of partially-deployed, nominally-
deployed, and fully-deployed configurations are intended to
be relative descriptions. It is understood that embodiments
permit the electrode array 16 to be adjusted along a con-
tinuous spectrum from the undeployed configuration to the
fully-deployed configuration. This feature permits the car-
diac mapping catheter 10 to function in a wide variety of
applications. In addition, because patients vary in size, the
size of their heart and veins will also vary. The continuous
adjustability of the electrode array 16 also permits the
cardiac mapping catheter 10 to function well for a wide
variety of patients.

[0049] FIG. 4 is an exterior view of the cardiac mapping
catheter handle 12 showing a portion of the deployment
control mechanism 26. The deployment control mechanism
26 includes a slider assembly 42, of which only a knob 44
is visible on the exterior of handle 12. As shown in FIG. 4,
the handle 12 further includes a slot 46. The slot 46 extends
along a portion of the handle 12 from a distal slot end 48 to
a proximal slot end 50. The slot 46 also extends between the
exterior of the handle 12 and an interior of handle 12, as
described below in reference to FIGS. 6 and 7. The electrode
array 16 may be deployed from the undeployed configura-
tion to the fully-deployed configuration, and any configu-
ration in between, by applying force to the knob 44 in the
proximal direction to move the knob 44 from the distal slot
end 48 toward the proximal slot end 50. Applying a force to
the knob 44 in the distal direction reverses the deployment
of the electrode 16.

[0050] FIG. 5 is an interior view of the cardiac mapping
catheter handle 12 showing another portion of the deploy-
ment control mechanism 26. As shown in FIG. 5, the
deployment control mechanism 26 further includes a pair of
walls 52. The walls 52 are rigid and extend from a first
surface 70 of the interior of the handle 12. In some embodi-
ments, the walls 52 are integrally formed with the handle 12.
The walls 52 are disposed on opposite sides of the slot 46.
In the embodiment shown in FIG. 5, the walls 52 are parallel
to each other. The slider assembly 40 may further include a
rigid body 54, an elastomeric element 56, a pair of washers
58, and screw 60. The rigid body 54 may include a recess 62
running along at least a portion of its length (shown more
clearly in FIGS. 6 and 7). The rigid body 54 may be made
of a hard polymer, for example, a glass filled polycarbonate,
nylon, polyetherimide, polyether ether ketone, or acryloni-
trile butadiene styrene. The elastomeric element 56 may be
cylindrical in shape. The elastomeric element 56 may be
made of a soft polymer, for example, polysiloxane or
polyurethane. In one embodiment, the washers 58 may be
made of nylon. In other embodiments, the washers 58 may
be made of other polymeric or non-polymeric materials
having similar mechanical and chemical characteristics as
nylon. The screw 60 includes a threaded shaft and may be
made of stainless steel. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 5,
the deployment control mechanism 26 further includes a first
rigid tube 66 and a second rigid tube 68. The first rigid tube
66 and the second rigid tube 68 may be made of stainless
steel. In some embodiments, the first rigid tube 66 and the
second rigid tube 68 may be made of sections of stainless
steel hypo-tubes.
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[0051] The washers 58 are disposed on axially opposite
ends of the elastomeric element 56. The elastomeric element
56 and the washers 58 are connected to the rigid body 54 by
the screw 60 as described below in reference to FIG. 6. Thus,
one of the washers 58 is disposed between the elastomeric
element 56 and the rigid body 54, and the other one of the
washers 58 is disposed between the elastomeric element 58
and a head of the screw 60.

[0052] The first rigid tube 66 may be connected at its distal
end to an interior surface of the handle 12 or to another
component rigidly attached to the interior surface of the
handle 12. The second rigid tube 68 may be connected at its
proximal end to the rigid body 54 within the recess 62 by,
for example, an adhesive. The first rigid tube 66 and the
second rigid tube 68 have different diameters. The first rigid
tube 66 and the second rigid tube 68 may be configured to
be in a telescoping arrangement such that as the first rigid
tube 66 and the second rigid tube 68 slide past each other,
they continue to form a continuous lumen throughout the
range of motion of the slider assembly 42 relative to the
handle 12. The deployment shaft 28 extending from the
electrode array 16 to handle 12 by way of one of the lumens
extending through the catheter body 14 may extend through
the first rigid tube 66 and the second rigid tube 68. A
proximal end of the deployment shaft 28 may be connected
to the rigid body 54 within the recess 62 by, for example,
application of an adhesive.

[0053] The slider assembly 40 is disposed within handle
12 such that the elastomeric element 56 is at least partially
disposed between the pair of walls 52. The elastomeric
element 56 frictionally engages with a surface of each of the
walls 52. The frictional engagement between the elastomeric
element 56 and the walls 52 may be sufficient to prevent
changes in the deployment configuration of the electrode
array 16 caused by either the biasing force of the splines 30
as described above in reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B, or by
a force of a beating heart against the splines during mapping.
Thus, the deployment control mechanism 26 provides for
adjustment of the electrode array 16 between the undeployed
state and a continuous range of deployed states, and auto-
matically holds the electrode array 16 in any deployment
state.

[0054] FIG. 6 is a schematic lengthwise cross-section of a
portion of the deployment control mechanism 26 shown in
FIG. 5. As shown in FIG. 6, the slider assembly 42 further
includes a tab 72 connecting the knob 44 to the rigid body
54. The tab 72 may be made of a sheet metal. The tab 72 may
be attached to the rigid body 54 by, for example, over-
molding. The tab 72 may be attached to the knob 44 by a
snap fit after the tab 72 is inserted through the slot 46. As
shown in FIG. 6, the rigid body 54 further includes a
threaded hole 74. The screw 60 threadedly engages with the
threaded hole 74 of the rigid body 54 to connect the
elastomeric element 56 and the washers 58 to the rigid body
54.

[0055] The frictional engagement between the elastomeric
element 56 and the walls 52 may be adjusted by the
operation of screw 50. Increasing engagement of the screw
60 with the rigid body 54 compresses the elastomeric
element 56 toward the rigid body 54. Compressing the
elastomeric element 56 in this way tends to force the
elastomeric element 56 to expand in directions perpendicu-
lar to the direction of compression. In the direction of the
walls 52, this increases the frictional engagement between
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the elastomeric element 56 and the walls 52 because the
elastomeric element 56 is constrained by walls 52. Con-
versely, reducing the engagement of the screw 60 with the
rigid body 54 may reduce the frictional engagement between
the elastomeric element 56 and the walls 52. In this way, the
frictional engagement between the elastomeric element 56
and the walls 52 may be adjusted such that it is sufficient to
prevent changes in the deployment configuration of the
electrode array 16 caused by either the biasing force of the
splines 30 or by a force of a beating heart against the splines
during use, while ensuring that the frictional engagement is
not so great as to make movement of the slider assembly
difficult when intentionally changing the deployment con-
figuration.

[0056] FIG. 7 is a schematic cross-section of the deploy-
ment control mechanism 26 in a plane perpendicular to the
cross-section of FIG. 6. FIG. 7 illustrates the frictional
engagement between the elastomeric element 56 and the
walls 52. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 7, the walls 52
are integrally formed with the handle 12. The walls 52 are
disposed on opposite sides of the slot 46. As shown in FIG.
7, the tab 72 extends through the slot 46, connecting the
knob 44 to the rigid body 54. So configured, knob 44
maintains the elastomeric element 56 within the gap
between the pair of walls 52. FIG. 7 shows the first rigid tube
66, the second rigid tube 68, the deployment shaft 28, and
the conductor 44 within the recess 62. The conductor 44 is
within the lumen of the deployment shaft 28. The deploy-
ment shaft 28 is arranged within lumens of both the first
rigid tube 66 and the second rigid tube 68. As noted above
in reference to FIG. 65, the first rigid tube 66 and the second
rigid tube 68 are in a telescoping arrangement.

[0057] FIG. 8 is a schematic cross-section of another
embodiment of the deployment control mechanism. FIG. 8
shows a deployment control mechanism 126. The deploy-
ment control mechanism 126 is identical to the deployment
control mechanism 26 described above in reference to FIGS.
5-7, except that a pair of walls 152 extending from the first
surface 70 of the interior of the handle and connecting to a
second surface 76 of the interior of the handle replace the
pair of walls 52. The second surface 76 is opposite of the
first surface 70. Portions of each of the walls 152 may be
integrally formed with two opposite halves of the handle 12.
The walls 152 may be formed by assembly of the two halves
to form handle 12, bringing the portions of each of the walls
152 together. In some embodiments, the portions of the
walls 152 interlock such that the walls 152 form a continu-
ous structure supported from the first surface 70 and the
second surface 76.

[0058] FIGS. 9A-9D are schematic views of the interior of
the handle 12 of the cardiac mapping catheter of FIGS. 5-7
showing the deployment control mechanism 26 in positions
corresponding to various deployment configurations as
described above in reference to FIG. 4. FIGS. 9A-9D show
the deployment mechanism 26 including the pair of walls
52, the elastomeric element 56, and the knob 44. Also shown
is the slot 46. The remaining components of the deployment
control mechanism 26 are omitted for clarity. The knob 44
at the exterior of the interior of the handle 12 is shown in
outline. As noted above in reference to FIG. 5 and shown in
FIGS. 9A-9D, the walls 52 are substantially parallel to each
other. FIG. 9A shows the position of the deployment control
mechanism 26 corresponding to the undeployed configura-
tion of the electrode array 16 as shown in FIG. 2A. In this
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position, the knob 44 is at the distal end of the slot 46. FIG.
9B shows the position of the deployment control mechanism
26 corresponding to the partially-deployed configuration of
the electrode array 16 as shown in FIG. 3A. In this position,
the knob 44 is proximal from the distal end of the slot 46,
but not to a midpoint of the slot 46. FIG. 9C shows the
position of the deployment control mechanism 26 corre-
sponding to the nominally-deployed configuration of the
electrode array 16 as shown in FIG. 3B. In this position, the
knob 44 is at the midpoint of the slot 46. FIG. 9D shows the
position of the deployment control mechanism 26 corre-
sponding to the fully-deployed configuration of the electrode
array 16 as shown in FIG. 3C. In this position, the knob 44
is at the proximal end of the slot 46. In this embodiment, the
force that must be applied to the knob 44 to overcome the
frictional engagement between the elastomeric element 56
and the walls 52 is substantially the same when moving
between any of the four configurations, or to any other
configuration between any of the four configurations,
because the gap between the walls 52 does not change along
the length of the walls 52.

[0059] FIGS. 10A-10D are schematic views of an interior
of another embodiment of the cardiac mapping catheter
showing a deployment control mechanism 226 in positions
corresponding to the various deployment configurations.
The deployment control mechanism 226 is identical to the
deployment control mechanism describe above in reference
to FIGS. 9A-9D, except that the pair of walls 52 is replace
by the pair of walls 252. The walls 252 are identical to the
walls 52, except that the gap formed between the pair of
walls 252 at a distal end is greater than the gap at the
proximal end. FIG. 10A shows the position of the deploy-
ment control mechanism 226 corresponding to the unde-
ployed configuration of the electrode array 16 with the knob
44 at the distal end of the slot 46. FIG. 10B shows the
position of the deployment control mechanism 226 corre-
sponding to the partially-deployed configuration of the elec-
trode array 16 as shown in FIG. 3A with the knob 44
proximal from the distal end of the slot 46, but not to a
midpoint of the slot 46. FIG. 10C shows the position of the
deployment control mechanism 226 corresponding to the
nominally-deployed configuration of the electrode array 16
as shown in FIG. 3B with the knob 44 at the midpoint of the
slot 46. FIG. 10D shows the position of the deployment
control mechanism 226 corresponding to the fully-deployed
configuration of the electrode array 16 as shown in F1G. 3C
with the knob 44 at the proximal end of the slot 46. In this
embodiment, the force that must be applied to the knob 44
to overcome the frictional engagement between the elasto-
meric element 56 and the walls 252 increases as the deploy-
ment control mechanism 226 changes the electrode array 16
from the undeployed configuration, to the partially-deployed
configuration, to the nominally-deployed configuration, and
to the fully-deployed configuration. Thus, this embodiment
may provide tactile feedback to assist the user in determin-
ing the deployment configuration of the electrode array 16.
However, even with the varying frictional engagement over
the range of deployment of the electrode array 16, the
frictional engagement between the elastomeric element 56
and the walls 252 remains sufficient to prevent changes in
the deployment configuration of the electrode array 16
caused by either the biasing force of the splines 30 or by a
force of a beating heart against the splines during use.
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[0060] FIGS. 11A-11D are schematic views of an interior
of another embodiment of the cardiac mapping catheter
showing a deployment control mechanism 326 in positions
corresponding to the various deployment configurations.
The deployment control mechanism 326 is identical to the
deployment control mechanism describe above in reference
to FIGS. 9A-9D, except that the pair of walls 52 is replace
by the pair of walls 352. The walls 352 are identical to the
walls 52, except that the gap formed between the pair of
walls 352 is greater at a segment between the distal end of
the walls 352 and the proximal end of the walls 352, than the
gap at the distal end of the walls 352 or the proximal end of
the walls 352. FIG. 11A shows the position of the deploy-
ment control mechanism 326 corresponding to the unde-
ployed configuration of the electrode array 16 with the knob
44 at the distal end of the slot 46. FIG. 11B shows the
position of the deployment control mechanism 326 corre-
sponding to the partially-deployed configuration of the elec-
trode array 16 as shown in FIG. 3A with the knob 44
proximal from the distal end of the slot 46, but not to a
midpoint of the slot 46. FIG. 11C shows the position of the
deployment control mechanism 326 corresponding to the
nominally-deployed configuration of the electrode array 16
as shown in FIG. 3B with the knob 44 at the midpoint of the
slot 46. In this configuration, the elastomeric element 56 is
disposed at the segment having the greater gap between the
walls 352. FIG. 11D shows the position of the deployment
control mechanism 326 corresponding to the fully-deployed
configuration of the electrode array 16 as shown in FI1G. 3C
with the knob 44 at the proximal end of the slot 46. In this
embodiment, the force that must be applied to the knob 44
to overcome the frictional engagement between the elasto-
meric element 56 and the walls 352 decreases as the deploy-
ment control mechanism 326 changes the electrode array 16
from the partially-deployed configuration to the nominally-
deployed configuration. In contrast, the force that must be
applied to the knob 44 to overcome the frictional engage-
ment between the elastomeric element 56 and the walls 352
decreases as the deployment control mechanism 326
changes the electrode array 16 from the nominally-deployed
configuration to the fully-deployed configuration. Thus, this
embodiment may provide tactile feedback to assist the user
in determining that the electrode array 16 is in the nomi-
nally-deployed configuration. As with the previously
described embodiments, even with the varying frictional
engagement over the range of deployment of the electrode
array 16, the frictional engagement between the elastomeric
element 56 and the walls 352 remains sufficient to prevent
changes in the deployment configuration of the electrode
array 16 caused by either the biasing force of the splines 30
or by a force of a beating heart against the splines during use.

[0061] The embodiments are described above for a cardiac
mapping catheter. However, it is understood that embodi-
ments may include other medical catheters, such as endo-
scopic devices, which may also include deployable devices,
or arrays, for use within the body.

[0062] Various modifications and additions can be made to
the exemplary embodiments discussed without departing
from the scope of the present invention. For example, while
the embodiments described above refer to particular fea-
tures, the scope of this invention also includes embodiments
having different combinations of features and embodiments
that do not include all of the described features. Accordingly,
the scope of the present invention is intended to embrace all
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such alternatives, modifications, and variations as fall within
the scope of the claims, together with all equivalents thereof.

We claim:

1. A deployment control apparatus substantially contained
within a handle at one end of a catheter to control deploy-
ment of an array at another end of the catheter, the deploy-
ment control apparatus comprising:

a pair of walls projecting from a first surface of the
interior of the handle, the walls disposed on opposite
sides of a slot extending along a portion of the handle
between the interior of the handle and an exterior of the
handle;

a slider assembly including:

a rigid body;

an elastomeric element connected to the rigid body and
at least partially disposed between the walls, wherein
the elastomeric element frictionally engages with a
surface of each wall;

a tab connected to the rigid body and projecting from
the rigid body and through the slot to the exterior of
the handle; and

aknob connected to the tab at the exterior of the handle,
wherein the knob is configured to maintain the
elastomeric element between the walls; and

a deployment shaft connecting the rigid body to the
array, wherein a force applied to the knob sufficient
to overcome the frictional engagement between the
elastomeric element and the surface of each wall
causes movement of the slider assembly and the
deployment shaft to control deployment of the array.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the frictional engage-
ment between the elastomeric element and the surface of
each wall prevents changes in the deployment of the array by
means other than the deployment control apparatus.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the slider assembly
further includes a screw disposed through the elastomeric
element and threadly engaged with the rigid body to connect
the elastomeric element to the rigid body.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein increasing engage-
ment of the screw with the rigid body compresses the
elastomeric element toward the rigid body and increases a
force of the elastomeric element toward the surface of each
wall, thereby increasing the frictional engagement between
the elastomeric element and the surface of each wall.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the deployment
control apparatus further includes:

a first rigid tube connected to interior of the handle; and

a second rigid tube connected to the rigid body and
configured to be in a telescoping arrangement with the
first tube, wherein the deployment shaft extends
through the first tube and the second tube.

6. The apparatus of claim 1. wherein the walls extend
from the first surface of the interior of the handle, and
connect to a second surface of the interior of the handle
opposite the first surface.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the deployment shaft
includes a braided polymeric tube.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the rigid body
includes a molded polymer, the tab includes a sheet of metal,
and the tab is connected to the rigid body by overmolding a
portion of the sheet of metal with the molded polymer.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the walls are
integrally formed with the handle.
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10. A catheter comprising:

an elongate catheter body extending from a proximal end

to a distal end;

an array connected to the distal end of the catheter body,

the array continuously configurable between an unde-

ployed configuration and a fully-deployed configura-
tion; and

a handle connected to the proximal end of the catheter

body, the handle including a slot extending along a

portion of the handle between an interior of the handle

and an exterior of the handle; and

a deployment control mechanism including;

a pair of walls projecting from a first surface of the
interior of the handle, the walls disposed on opposite
sides of the slot;

a slider assembly including:

a rigid body;

an elastomeric element connected to the rigid body
and at least partially disposed within a gap formed
between the walls, wherein the elastomeric ele-
ment frictionally engages with a surface of each
wall;

a tab connected to the rigid body and projecting from
the rigid body and through the slot to the exterior
of the handle; and

a knob connected to the tab at the exterior of the
handle, wherein the knob is configured to maintain
the elastomeric element within the gap between
the walls; and

a deployment shaft connecting the rigid body to the
array, wherein a force applied to the knob suffi-
cient to overcome the frictional engagement
between the elastomeric element and the surface
of each wall causes movement of the slider assem-
bly and changes the configuration of the array.

11. The catheter of claim 10, wherein the array includes
stiffening elements that produce a force biasing the array
toward the undeployed configuration, and the frictional
engagement between the elastomeric element and the sur-
face of each wall is suflicient to prevent changes in the
configuration array caused by the biasing force.

12. The catheter of claim 10, wherein the slider assembly
further includes a screw disposed through the elastomeric
element and threadly engaged with the rigid body to connect
the elastomeric element to the rigid body, wherein increasing
engagement of the screw with the rigid body compresses the
elastomeric element toward the rigid body and increases a
force of the elastomeric element toward the surface of each
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wall, thereby increasing the frictional engagement between
the elastomeric element and the surface of each wall.

13. The catheter of claim 10, wherein the deployment
control mechanism further includes:

a first rigid tube connected to interior of the handle; and

a second rigid tbe connected to the rigid body distal of

the first rigid tube and configured to be in a telescoping
arrangement with the first rigid tube, wherein the
deployment shaft extends through the first rigid tube
and the second rigid tube.

14. The catheter of claim 10, wherein the walls extend
from the first surface of the interior of the handle, and
connect to a second surface of the interior of the handle
opposite the first surface.

15. The catheter of claim 10, wherein the walls are
parallel to each other and to the slot.

16. The catheter of claim 10, wherein the walls are
symmetrically disposed on opposite sides of the slot.

17. The catheter of claim 10, wherein the array is con-
tinuously configurable between the undeployed configura-
tion, a partially-deployed configuration, a nominally-de-
ployed configuration, and the fully-deployed configuration.

18. The catheter of claim 17, wherein the gap formed
between the walls at a distal end of the walls is greater than
the gap at a proximal end, wherein the force applied to the
knob sufficient to overcome the frictional engagement
between the elastomeric element and the surface of each
wall increases as the deployment control mechanism
changes the array from the undeployed configuration, to the
partially-deployed configuration, to the nominally-deployed
configuration, and to the fully-deployed configuration.

19. The catheter of claim 17, wherein the gap formed
between the walls is greater at a segment between a distal
end of the walls and the proximal end of the walls, the
segment corresponding to the nominally-deployed configu-
ration, than at the distal end of the walls and the proximal
end of the walls, wherein the force applied to the knob
sufficient to overcome the frictional engagement between
the elastomeric element and the surface of each wall
decreases as the deployment control mechanism changes the
array from the partially-deployed configuration to the nomi-
nally-deployed configuration, and increases as the deploy-
ment control mechanism changes the array from the nomi-
nally-deployed configuration to the fully-deployed
configuration.

20. The catheter of claim 10, wherein the catheter is a
cardiac mapping catheter and the array is an electrode array.
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