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1
HANDHELD PORTABLE IMPULSE
OSCILLOMETER

The present device is a miniaturized handheld portable
impulse oscillometer (I0S) device designed to assess and
analyze lung functions for the diagnosis and treatment of the
full range of pulmonary diseases. I0S is an accepted pul-
monary functions test (PFT) and is widely used in pulmo-
nary medicine. The present device is a Class IT medical
device.
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention
Classifications
U.S. Classification 600/538, 417/415
International ~ Classification F041335/04, A61B5/085,
A61B5/087
Cooperative Classification A61B5/097
(2) Description of Related Art

Filing  Publica-  Appli-

Cited Patents  Date tion Date  cant Title

U.S. Pat. No.  Jun. 28, May 28,  Scireq S¢  Self-actuated cylinder

8,449,474 B2 2006 2013 Res Eq and Oscillation
spirometer

U.S. Pat. No.  Feb. 14, Jan. 5, Caterpillar Hydraulic cylinder end

5,856,745 1997 1999 Ine. Member arrangement
for a piston position
sensing system

U.S. Pat. No.  Feb. 4, Sly Method of measuring

8,641,637 B2 2013 an acoustic impedance
of a respiratory
system . . .

U.S. Pat. No.  Jun. 7, Jackson  Infant respiratory

5,318,038 1994 impedance measuring
appatatus . . .

EP 0616792 Bl Jun. 3, Dipl-Ing  Oscillometric

1998 determination of the

airway impedance, . . .

U.S. Pat. No.  Jan. 24, Diong Augmented RIC model

8,100,836 2012 of regpiratory
systems . . .

U.S. Pat. No.  Feb. 5, Dellaca  System & method of

7,325,545 2008 automatic detection
of the expiratory
flow limitation.

U.S. Pat. No.  Jul. 22, Ganshorn  Appliance for the

7,402,139 2008 oscillometric analysis

of the impedance of
the respiratory tract.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The current impulse oscillometers on the market are large
medical devices, are very expensive, and are mainly found
in specialized PFT clinics or research laboratories. The
present device is handheld, portable, low cost, and is
intended for the primary care provider and for home use by
the patient.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

(1) Piston Detail—Provides specifics of the piston cylin-
der and the relation of the ring-shaped electromagnets with
drive the piston.
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(2) Airflow Diagram—Describes the air impulse tube
which houses the piston cylinder and is surrounding by the
tidal airflow tube. Arrows illustrate laminar air flow.

(3) Lateral Resection—Illustrates the positioning of the
double tube (air impulse tube and tidal breathing tube)
within the overall handheld portable impulse oscillometer.

(4) Front Resection—Shows the double tube from the
front of the device.

(5) Carrying Case—Case shows the positioning of the
device cradled for transportation, relation with the dryer
unit, and the location of the data screen and pullout key
board.

(6) Dryer Unit—Blows warmed air though the double
tube after use to remove any humidity present.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Impulse oscillometry (I0S) measures the amount of
inflammation occurring within the central airways and
within the peripheral airways of the lungs including the
alveoli or small air sacs located at the very ends of the
bronchial tubes. By emitting low frequency air impulses into
the lungs, the air impulses travel throughout the small
airways, and this is the main location where inflammation
occurs. While spirometry depends on the patient taking an
extreme deep breath and then forcibly exhaling as hard as
they can to measure total lung volume, the action only
measures complications within the central airways. Spirom-
etry is considered a patient dependent test because the
success of the test depends on how hard the patient is willing
or is able to participate. Impulse oscillometry is termed a
patient independent test because all the patient does is breath
normally (tidal breathing) through the device. The gentle
low frequency air impulses travel throughout the patient’s
central and peripheral airways measuring the amount of
swelling or resistance as the impulse penetrates the lungs,
and then measures the amount of elasticity, or reactance, as
the impulses bounce back to the IOS.

Tidal breathing is achieved by a unique double-tube
system whereby the patient’s normally breathing passes
through a measured sized tube that routes the air around a
central tube. There is a measured opening in the tube at the
opposite end from the mouthpiece that creates a small
amount of pressure within the tidal breathing tube, but that
is hardly noticeable to the patient. The terminal resistor
allows pressure to build up in the tube before releasing out
of the device by series of holes hole at the end of the device
with a diameter totally approximately 7.87 mm. This pro-
vides a resistance of 0.1 kPaS/L within the device. The inner
tube contains the device that generates the air impulse, and
this central location of the air impulse tube allows for the
optimal projection of the air impulse into the patient’s lungs.

The mechanical core of the present invention is an elec-
tromagnetically-driven piston that generates measured air
impulses into the lungs of the patient. The piston contains a
disk-shaped neodymium permanent magnet within an inden-
tation in piston and it’s oscillations displace 40 mL of air in
the cylinder in 40 ms. The piston is pushed and pulled by
two ring-shaped opposite pole electromagnets. The electro-
magnets are located on the ends of a tube (d=1.25", L=3.5")
containing the magnetically driven piston. By alternating the
polarities of the electromagnets at 5 Hz, the piston is moved
from one end of the cylinder to the other. The electromagnets
are adjusted to the desired strength to power the piston with
quick pulses to generate the necessary air impulse sent into
the lungs. The current system uses N48 neodymium disk
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magnets (H=Y16 in D="4 in). The current electromagnets are
1.75" outside diameterx1.0" inside diameterx0.75" thick.
The volume displacement, speed of impulse, and frequency
are aligned with the current clinical impulse oscillometry
system. The device is designed to work with the piston
parallel to the ground, but can effectively function at a 90
degree angle. This negates the majority of gravitational
effects.

Surrounding the air impulse tube and constructed within
the tidal breathing tube is the pneumotachometer system that
measures the differential pressures of resistance and reac-
tance via digital pressure sensors being located on both sides
of the pneumotach resistive screen. The airflow is converted
into a proportional signal based on pressure differences on
either side of the screen. This stainless steel 400 wire screen
is a low resistive screen that ensures a linear signal for all
flow rates. The wire screen has a wire diameter of 0.001 in
and the resistance across the screen is between 2.34
cmH20*s/L and 2.83 cmH20%s/L. The digital differential
pressure sensors currently connect to the device with crush-
resistant silicone rubber tubing with an outer diameter of
0.25 in. The sensors are soldered to a PCB board and
powered by a 5V supply voltage on the Arduino. The PCB
board is connected onto the breadboard. The output of each
pressure sensor is then converted into digital data and
exported to analysis software. Analysis is first used to
convert the data from pressure difference to flow rate by
taking advantage of the linear relationship between pressure
difference and laminar flow. The flow data is then compared
to the raw pressure data from the backpressure sensor. The
ratio of the FFT of the pressure to the FFT of the flow rate
at 5 Hz is the primary output of the device.

Output data is transmitted from the IOS device via
Bluetooth to circuitry within the carrying case, and is then
re-transmitted to a secure and encrypted cloud server where
the analysis is completed. Interpreted results are transmitted
back to the patient’s smartphone and displayed in a manner
consistent with the patient’s age and preferred language.
Results are also transmitted to the patient’s primary care
provider for storage in their electronic medical record.

The handheld portable portion of the device is intended
for the ease of use by the patient and the provider. It works
in tandem with its carrying case since the carrying case
houses additional circuitry, an additional battery pack,
memory and communication systems, and in certain models,
a data screen and pullout keyboard. This allows the 10S
device itself to be as light weight and conveniently portable
as possible. The I0S device has a communications range of
approximately fifty yards from its carrying case. The carry-
ing case also incorporates a dryer unit that automatically
turns on and blows warmed air through the double air tubes
to remove any humidity that may have accumulated during
patient use. This occurs each time the IOS device is re-
docked into its cradle within the carrying case.

The carrying case contains a battery pack that powers the
electronics within the carrving case and also has a power
cord to plug into an AC power source. The carrying case
re-charges the 10S device via matching inductive magnetic
units placed in the bottom of the IOS device and within the
cradle of the carrying case. The [OS device is automatically
recharged each time it is inserted into its docking station.
The rechargeable battery pack within the 10S device is rated
to last for two hours of continuous use, for four hours of
intermittent use, and for twelve hours of occasional use. This
provides for a high degree of portability and flexibility in
how it is used.
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To properly perform impulse oscillometry, the patient
must utilize a nose clip to close off the nose, and hold the
cheeks firmly so they do not vibrate when exposed to the air
impulses of the IOS. Since the present invention is intended
to be handheld and portable, allowing to patient to perform
the test by them self, a unique cheek holder has been
developed to fit over the mouth piece and hold the cheeks
firmly, but gently, in place while the procedure is being
performed. Disposable mouth pieces and disposable bio-
filters are supplied separately for the procedure. These must
have an external diameter of 32.4 mm and be able to extend
10 mm into the front end of the device.

The invention claimed is:

1. A portable impulse oscillometer, comprising:

a glass cylinder, where said glass cylinder comprising a
double tube arrangement, wherein said double tube
arrangement includes an air impulse tube and a tidal
breathing tube, wherein said tidal breathing tube com-
pletely surrounds said air impulse tube;

said glass cylinder further includes a first opening at a first
end and a second opening at a second end, opposite the
first end, wherein said first opening comprises a mouth-
piece designed for a user’s mouth to be placed on,
wherein said second opening comprises an end-piece,

said first opening is coupled to a first end of said air
impulse tube for receiving projected air impulses, and
is coupled to a first end of said tidal breathing tube for
receiving exhalations,

said second opening is coupled to a second end of said air
impulse tube for allowing air into said air impulse tube,
and is coupled to a second end of said tidal breathing
tube for allowing exhalations to evacuate said tidal
breathing tube;

said air impulse tube houses an air impulse generator, said
air impulse generator comprises:

a first ring shaped electromagnet located approximately at
the first end of said air impulse tube and a second ring
shaped electromagnet located approximately at the
second end of said air impulse tube, and
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a piston comprising a permanent magnet, wherein said
piston is designed to oscillate between said first ring
shaped electromagnet and said second ring shaped
electromagnet, wherein said piston is electromagneti-
cally driven to project air impulses toward said mouth-
piece;

said tidal breathing tube houses a pneumotachometer, said
pneumotachometer comprises:

one or more wire mesh screens, wherein said wire mesh
screens are designed in a donut shape surrounding said
air impulse tube, and

one or more digital differential pressure sensors located
adjacent to said one or more wire mesh screens;

a printed circuit board including: control circuitry coupled
to said impulse generator, processor circuitry coupled
to said one or more digital differential pressure sensors,
and communication circuitry capable of wireless com-
munication; and

a rechargeable battery coupled to said printed circuit
board.

2. The portable impulse oscillometer of claim 1, wherein
said piston comprises an indentation to secure said perma-
nent magnetic.

3. The portable impulse oscillometer of clam 1, wherein
said control circuitry is adapted to control a polarity of said
first and second electromagnets to oscillate said piston to a
desired speed.

4. The portable impulse oscillometer of claim 1, wherein
said tidal breathing tube further comprises longitudinal
vanes located between said first and second openings,
wherein said longitudinal vanes secure said air impulse tube
and equalize air pressure around the entirety of said tidal
breathing tube.

5. The portable impulse oscillometer is claim 1, wherein
said rechargeable battery is capable of supplying power,
without being recharged, for said portable impulse oscil-
lometer to continuously operate for two hours, or intermit-
tently operate for six hours, or occasionally operate for a
minimum of twenty-four hours.
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