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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods and systems are described for operating an imaging
sensor, the imaging sensor including a multi-dimensional
sensor. An electronic processor receives an output from the
multi-dimensional sensor and transitions the imaging sensor
from the low-power state into a ready state in response to a
determination by the electronic processor, based on the
output from the multi-dimensional sensor, that a first state
transition criteria is satisfied and transitions the imaging
sensor from the ready state into an arnied state in response
to a determination that a second state transition criteria is
satisfied. In some implementations, the electronic processor
operates the imaging sensor to capture image data only when
operating in the armed state and prevents the imaging
system from transitioning from the low-power state directly
into the armed state.
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1
MULTIPLE-DIMENSION IMAGING SENSOR
AND STATE-BASED OPERATION OF AN
IMAGING SYSTEM INCLUDING A
MULTIPLE-DIMENSION IMAGING SENSOR

BACKGROUND

Embodiments relate to systems and methods for capturing
images using a sensor.

X-ray imaging systems often include a sensor for detect-
ing x-ray radiation that has passed through an object of
interest or structure. For example, in dental applications, an
intra-oral sensor may be positioned in the mouth of a patient.
X-ray radiation is directed at the object of interest and
toward the sensor. Data output from the intra-oral sensor is
processed to generate an x-ray image of the object of
interest, for example, one or more teeth or other dental
structures.

SUMMARY

In some instances, a multi-dimensional sensor is incor-
porated into an intra-oral x-ray sensor (sometimes referred
to as an “imaging sensor”). The multi-dimensional sensor
can include, for example, a three-dimensional accelerom-
eter, a three-dimensional gyroscopic sensor, and a three-
dimensional magnetometer to provide nine-dimensions of
positional and movement information for the imaging sen-
sor. In some instances, additional or alternative sensors may
also be incorporated into the imaging sensor including, for
example, a temperature sensor, a current/voltage sensor or
monitoring circuit, and an air pressure sensor.

Among other things, an imaging sensor equipped with a
multi-dimensional sensor can be used to determine when the
imaging sensor is properly aligned with an x-ray source and
with a dental structure to be imaged. In addition, information
provided by the multi-dimensional sensor can be used by an
imaging system to determine when to arm the imaging
sensor, to determine the “health” of the imaging sensors,
and, in some implementations, when to place the imaging
sensor in a “low power” mode.

In one embodiment, the invention provides a method for
operating an imaging sensor, the imaging sensor including a
multi-dimensional sensor. An electronic processor receives
an output from the multi-dimensional sensor and transitions
the imaging sensor from a first operating state into a second
operating state in response to a determination by the elec-
tronic processor, based on the output from the multi-dimen-
sional sensor, that a first state transition criteria is satisfied.

In another embodiment, the invention provides a method
for operating an imaging sensor, the imaging sensor includ-
ing a multi-dimensional sensor. An electronic processor
operates the imaging sensor in a low-power state. While
operating in the low-power state, the imaging sensor does
not capture any image data and is not able to transition
directly into an “armed” state in which image data is
captured. The electronic processor receives an output from
the multi-dimensional sensor and transitions the imaging
sensor from the low-power state into a ready state in
response to a determination by the electronic processor,
based on the output from the multi-dimensional sensor, that
a first state transition criteria is satisfied. The electronic
processor also transitions the imaging sensor from the ready
state into an armed state in response to a determination made
by the electronic processor, based on the output from the
multi-dimensional sensor, that a second state transition
criteria is satisfied. The electronic processor operates the
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2

imaging sensor to capture image data only when operating
in the armed state and does not transition from the low-
power state directly into the armed state based on automated
state transition criteria from the multi-dimensional sensor.

Other aspects of the invention will become apparent by
consideration of the detailed description and accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an imaging system including
a multi-dimensional sensor integrated into the imaging sen-
sor housing according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2Ais a flowchart of method for checking a sensor for
errors performed by the imaging system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 2B is a flowchart of a method for checking the sensor
voltage in the method of FIG. 2A.

FIG. 2C is a flowchart of a method for checking the sensor
current in the method of FIG. 2A.

FIG. 2D is a flowchart of a method for checking the sensor
temperature in the method of FIG. 2A.

FIG. 2E is a flowchart of a method for detecting a
potential dropped sensor (or when a sensor is dropped) in the
method of FIG. 2A.

FIG. 3A is a partially transparent elevation view of a
storage compartment (sometimes referred to as a “garage”)
for the imaging sensor in the imaging system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3B is a partially transparent overhead view of the
storage compartment of FIG. 3A.

FIG. 3C is a perspective view of an alternative example
of an imaging sensor storage without an imaging sensor.

FIG. 3D is a perspective view of the alternative example
of the imaging sensor storage of FIG. 3C with an imaging
sensor therein.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method for transitioning
between operating states of the imaging system of FIG. 1
based on whether the sensor is detected in the storage
compartment of FIGS. 3A and 3B.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method for transitioning
between operating states of the imaging sensor of FIG. 1
based on an acceleration detected by the multi-dimensional
sensor of the imaging sensor.

FIG. 6A is a perspective view of a sensor positioner for
holding an imaging sensor in a first position for capturing an
image.

FIG. 6B is a perspective view of a second sensor posi-
tioner for holding the imaging sensor in a second position for
capturing an image.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method for transitioning
between operating states of the imaging system of FIG. 1
based on a detection of a coupling between the imaging
sensor and a sensor holder of FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method for transitioning
between operating states of the imaging system of FIG. 1
based on a detection of a specific movement of the imaging
sensor based on an output of the multi-dimensional sensor.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a method for detecting when the
imaging sensor of the imaging system of FIG. 1 is placed in
the mouth of a patient based on an output of the multi-
dimensional sensor.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of a method for detecting possible
damage to the sensor housing in the imaging system of FIG.
1 based on an air pressure detected by the multi-dimensional
Sensor.
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FIG. 11 is a state diagram of transitions between multiple
operating states in the imaging system of FIG. 1 based on
outputs from the multi-dimensional sensor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Before any embodiments are explained in detail, it is to be
understood that the invention is not limited in its application
to the details of construction and the arrangement of com-
ponents set forth in the following description or illustrated in
the following drawings. Other embodiments and ways of
being practiced or of being carried out are possible.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of an imaging system 100.
In the examples discussed herein, the imaging system 100 is
a dental imaging system for use with an intra-oral imaging
sensor. However, in other implementations, the imaging
system 100 may be configured for other medical or non-
medical imaging purposes. The imaging system 100
includes an imaging system controller computer 101, which,
in some implementations, is provided as software executed
on a personal computer, tablet computer, or other computing
device. The imaging system controller computer 101
includes an electronic processor 103 and a memory 105. In
one example, all or part of the memory 105 is non-transitory
and computer readable and stores instructions that are
executed by the electronic processor 103 to provide the
functionality of the imaging system controller computer
101, for example, as presented in this disclosure.

In the example of FIG. 1, the imaging system controller
computer 101 is communicatively coupled to a display 106.
The system controller computer 101 generates a graphical
user interface that is output on the display 106. As discussed
in greater detail below, the graphical user interface is con-
figured to receive various inputs from a user and to output
instructions, data, and other information to the user.
Although the display 106 is shown as a separate unit coupled
to the imaging system controller computer 101 in the
example of FIG. 1, in other implementations, the display 106
is integrated into the same housing as the imaging system
controller computer 101, for example, where the imaging
system controller computer 101 is implemented as a laptop
computer or a tablet computer.

In the example of FIG. 1, the imaging system controller
computer 101 is communicatively coupled to an x-ray
source 107 and an imaging sensor 108. The imaging sensor
108—in this example, an intra-oral dental imaging sensor—
includes an imaging sensor housing 109. A scintillator 111,
a fiber optic plate 113, and an image sensor array 115 are
positioned within the imaging sensor housing. In response to
receiving x-ray radiation, the scintillator 111 produces pho-
tons that pass through the fiber optic plate 113. The image
sensor array 115 detects the photons directed by the fiber
optic plate 113 and outputs data used to generate an x-ray
image. Other implementations may include other image
detection components including, for example, a photon
counter that is configured to operate without a scintillator.

A sensor electronic processor 117 is also positioned
within the imaging sensor housing 109 and is communica-
tively coupled to the image sensor array 115 to receive
signals indicative of the detected x-ray radiation. In some
implementations, the sensor electronic processor 117 is also
coupled to a sensor memory 119. In certain embodiments,
the sensor electronic processor 117 is provided as a field
programmable gate array configured to trigger “interrupts”
in response to certain criteria based on the output of the
various sensor components. In other embodiments that sen-
sor electronic processor 117 is a different type of processor
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and the sensor memory 119 is a non-transitory computet-
readable memory which stores instructions that are executed
by the sensor electronic processor 117 to provide or perform
certain functions as described herein. In the example of FIG.
1, the sensor electronic processor 117 is also communica-
tively coupled with an interface microcontroller 121, which
is also positioned within the imaging sensor housing 109 and
is configured to provide communication between the sensor
electronic processor 117 and the imaging system controller
computer 101 as discussed in greater detail below. In some
implementations, the imaging system controller computer
101 is selectively couplable to the sensor electronic proces-
sor 117 and/or the interface microcontroller 121 by a wired
or wireless connection including, for example, a USB cable
or Wi-Fi.

The image sensor housing 109 also includes a multi-
dimensional sensor 123 providing information about the
placement, movement, and operation of the imaging sensor
108. In the example of FIG. 1, the multi-dimensional sensor
123 includes a three-dimensional accelerometer 125 config-
ured to output a signal indicative of a magnitude and
direction of acceleration in three-dimensional space. The
multi-dimensional sensor 123 also includes a three-dimen-
sional gyroscopic sensor 127 and a three-dimensional mag-
netometer 129.

In various implementations, the imaging sensor 108 may
also include additional sensor components. In the particular
example of FIG. 1, the multi-dimensional sensor 123 also
includes a temperature sensor 131 configured to output a
signal indicative of a temperature of the imaging sensor 108.
The imaging sensor 108 also includes a current/voltage
monitor circuit 133 configured to output a signal indicative
of a current and a voltage of the power supply provided to
the imaging sensor 108 and an air pressure sensor 135
configured to output a signal indicative of an air pressure
within the imaging sensor 108. In some implementations,
the current/voltage monitor circuit 133 is not positioned
within the imaging sensor housing 109 and instead is
provided in a separate housing that is externally coupled to
the imaging sensor housing 109.

In the example of FIG. 1, the current/voltage monitor
circuit 133 and the air pressure sensor 135 are provided as
separate components and are not integrated into the multi-
dimensional sensor 123. However, in other implementa-
tions, the current/voltage monitor circuit 133, the air pres-
sure sensor 135, and the temperature sensor 131 may be
integrated into the multi-dimensional sensor 123. Con-
versely, in some implementations, the accelerometer 125,
the gyroscopic sensor 127, the magnetometer 129, the
temperature sensor 131, the current/voltage monitor circuit
133, and the air pressure sensor 135 are all provided within
the imaging sensor housing 109 as separate components
without any single internal structure or housing identifiable
as a “multi-dimensional sensor.” In those implementations,
the multi-dimensional sensor 123 refers collectively to one
or more sensor components provided within the imaging
sensor housing 109. Lastly, although the example of FIG. 1
presents a specific list of types of sensor components within
the imaging sensor housing 109, in other implementations,
the imaging sensor 108 may include more, fewer, or differ-
ent sensor components.

In the imaging system 100 illustrated in FIG. 1, the
imaging system controller computer 101 monitors the out-
puts from the sensors positioned within the imaging sensor
housing 109 and operates the various components based at
least in part on the outputs from the sensors. In particular, as
described in greater detail below, the imaging system con-
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troller computer 101 operates the imaging sensor 108 in one
of a plurality of different operating states and transitions
between the operating states based at least in part on outputs
from the sensors of the imaging sensor 108. In some
implementations, the plurality of different operating states
includes one or more “low power” states, one or more
“ready” states, and one or more “armed” states.

When operating in a “low power” state, electrical power
provided to the imaging sensor and/or the electrical power
consumed by various components of the imaging sensor 108
is reduced and some functions/operations of the imaging
sensor 108 are prohibited or restricted (barring a manual
override). For example, in some implementations, the imag-
ing sensor 108—particularly the image sensor array 115—
cannot be armed when the imaging sensor 108 is operated in
the “low power” state. Instead, the imaging sensor 108 must
first transition to a “ready” state in response to a determi-
nation that a first state transition criteria has been satisfied.
When operating in the “ready” state, the imaging sensor 108
is not yet armed, but can be transitioned into the “armed”
operating state in response to an input or a condition
detected by the imaging system controller computer 101
indicating that a second state transition criteria has been
satisfied. In some implementations, electrical power pro-
vided to one or more of the sensor components in the
imaging sensor housing 109 is also reduced or disconnected
while the imaging sensor 108 is operating in the “low
power” state.

In some implementations, the communication interface
between the imaging sensor 108 and the imaging system
controller computer 101 is disabled when the imaging sensor
108 is operating in the “low power” state. For example, in
the system of FIG. 1, the interface microcontroller 121 may
be turned off or powered down when the imaging sensor 108
enters the “low power” state. The sensor electronic proces-
sor 117 monitors the output of the various sensor compo-
nents and may be triggered to initiate an “interrupt” routine
or another flag in response to detecting that a state transition
criteria has been satisfied as described in further detail
below. In such implementations, the interface microcon-
troller 121 resumes operation in response to the interrupt and
communication between the imaging sensor 108 and the
imaging sensor controller computer 101 is restored. Accord-
ingly, although several of the examples presented below
discuss functionality performed and executed by the elec-
tronic processor 103 of the imaging system controller com-
puter 101, in other implementations, this functionality (in-
cluding the detection of state transition criteria and the
transitions between operating state) is provided in full or in
part by another electronic processor—for example, the sen-
sor electronic processor 117 3.

In some implementations, before transitioning from the
“low power” state into the “ready” state or, in other imple-
mentations, before transitioning from the “ready” state into
the “armed” state, the imaging system controller computer
101 or the sensor electronic processor 117 implements an
error condition check routine to ensure that the imaging
sensor 108 is operating properly. In other implementations,
an error condition check routine is performed periodically
while the imaging sensor 108 is operated in a single oper-
ating state—for example, after each image is captured while
operating in the “armed” state. In still other implementa-
tions, an error notification can cause the electronic processor
to automatically launch other system check routines or
automated self-correction routines.

An example error condition check routine is illustrated in
FIGS. 2A through 2E. Beginning in FIG. 2A, after the error
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condition check routine is initiated (block 201), the imaging
system 100 first performs a “voltage” check (block 203). If
the imaging sensor 108 passes the voltage check, the imag-
ing system 100 performs a “current” check (block 205). If
the imaging sensor 108 passes the current check, then the
imaging system 100 performs a “temperature” check (block
207). If the imaging sensor 108 passes the temperature
check, then the imaging system 100 perform an “accelera-
tion” check (block 209). If the imaging sensor 108 passes
each of the error condition check routines, then the imaging
system 100 continues with the operation of the imaging
sensor 108 (for example, continuing to operate in the
“armed” state or transition into the “armed” state).

FIG. 2B illustrates an example of the “voltage check”
routine in greater detail. Based on an output from the
current/voltage monitor circuit 133, the imaging system 100
determines a voltage of the electrical power provided to the
imaging sensor 108, for example, through the USB cable
coupled to the imaging system controller computer 101
(block 211). If the detected voltage does not exceeds a first
voltage threshold (V1) (block 213), then the imaging system
100 determines that there is an error condition either within
the imaging sensor 108 or the cable connecting the imaging
sensor 108 to its power source. In response to this detected
condition, the imaging system 100 disarms the sensor and,
in some implementations, prevents the sensor from transi-
tioning into the “armed” state (block 215). A “low voltage”
notice is output to the user (block 217). The “low voltage”
notice can be output, for example, as a graphical notice
shown on a display coupled to the imaging system controller
computer 101. The “low voltage” notice, in some imple-
mentations, displays a value of the detected voltage and
instructs the user on possible corrective measures. For
example, the “low voltage” notice may instruct the user to
try connecting the imaging sensor 108 to another USB port,
connecting the imaging sensor 108 to a different computer/
imaging system controller computer 101, or connecting the
imaging sensor 108 to the imaging system controller com-
puter 101 using a different USB cable. The “low voltage”
notice may also instruct the user to contact technical support
if the condition persists. In some implementations, detected
error/fault conditions (e.g., the “low voltage” condition and
other conditions described below) are recorded to a log file
used to track errors/faults of an imaging sensor 108.

Similarly, if the imaging system 100 determines that the
detected voltage exceeds a second voltage threshold (V2)
that is higher than the first voltage threshold (block 219),
then the imaging system 100 detects a “high voltage”
condition on the imaging sensor 108. The imaging system
100 either disarms the sensor and, in some implementations,
prevents the sensor from transitioning into the “armed” state
(block 221). A “high voltage” notice is output to the user
(block 223). Because a “high voltage” condition can poten-
tially damage the imaging sensor 108 hardware, the “high
voltage” notice instructs the user to promptly unplug the
imaging sensor 108 from the power supply to prevent
damage. In some implementations, based on information
such as the magnitude of the detected voltage, the “high
voltage” notice includes user instructions informing the user
to try connecting the imaging sensor 108 to a different
computer or to contact technical support. In still other
implementations, the imaging system 100 may be config-
ured to transmit an error message directly to a technical
support system and to include in the error message an
identification and location of the imaging system controller
computer 101 that detected the error condition and an
indication of the magnitude of the detected voltage.
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If, however, the detected voltage of the electrical power
provided to the imaging sensor 108 is between the first
voltage threshold and the second voltage threshold, then
imaging sensor 108 has passed the “voltage check” portion
of the test. The imaging system 100 then continues to the
“current check” routine (block 225).

FIG. 2C illustrates the “current check” component (block
205 of FIG. 2A) of the error condition check routine. In
some implementations, if the imaging sensor 108 does not
pass the “voltage check” component (block 203 of FIG. 2A),
then the imaging system 100 disarms the imaging sensor 108
without performing the current check component. However,
after passing the “voltage check” component, the imaging
system 100 begins the current check component by deter-
mining the current of the electrical power provided to the
imaging sensor 108 (block 227). If the current is below a first
current threshold (I1) (block 229), then the imaging system
100 determines that a “low current” condition exists and, in
response, the imaging sensor 108 is disarmed or prohibited
from arming (block 231) and a “low current” notice is output
on the graphical user interface of the imaging system
controller computer 101 (block 233). The “low current”
notice may include a magnitude of the determined current,
an instructions for troubleshooting the detected problem (for
example, try another USB port, another computer, or another
USB cable), or an instruction to contact technical support.

If the current is above the first current threshold (I1), then
the imaging system 100 determines whether the detected
current is above a second current threshold (12) that is
greater than the first current threshold (block 235). If so, the
imaging system 100 determines that a “high current” con-
dition exists and, in response, disarms the imaging sensor
108 and, in some implementations, prevents the imaging
sensor 108 from arming (block 237). A “high current” notice
is output to the user (block 239). Because a high current can
potentially damage the hardware of the imaging sensor 108,
in some implementations, the “high current” notice instructs
the user to disconnect the sensor immediately to prevent
damage. The “high current” notice may also instruct the user
to try connecting the imaging sensor 108 to another com-
puter (for example, imaging system controller computer
101), to connect using another cable, or to contact technical
support.

If the detected current is between the first current thresh-
old and the second current threshold, the imaging system
100 then determines a rate of change of the detected current.
The rate of change of the detected current is determined
based on the most recently detected current and one or more
previously detected currents. In some implementations, a
current log file is maintained so that the rate of change of the
detected current can be tracked over longer periods of time
by extracting or reading data from the log file. The rate of
change of the current is compared to a rate of change current
threshold (13) (block 241). In some implementations, this
comparison indicates whether the current has increased by
more than the defined threshold with respect to a baseline
current determined at the time that the imaging sensor 108
was plugged into the power source (for example, the imag-
ing system controller computer 101). If the rate of change
exceeds the rate of change current threshold, the imaging
sensor 108 is disarmed or, in some implementations, is
prevented from arming (block 243). A “high current change”
notice is output to the user on the graphical user interface of
the imaging system controller computer 101 (block 245).
The “high current change” notice instructs the user to
disconnect the imaging sensor 108 in order to prevent
damage and, in some implementations, provides further
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instructions for troubleshooting/mitigation including, for
example, contacting technical support.

If the imaging sensor 108 passes all three of these checks
and the sensor is already armed (block 247), then the
imaging system 100 continues to operate the imaging sensor
108 in its current operating state or continues to the other
components of the error condition check routine (block
249). However, if the imaging sensor 108 is not yet armed
(at block 247), then the current check component includes
another verification test. The imaging system 100 arms the
imaging sensor 108 (block 251) and measures the current
immediately after arming the imaging sensor 108 (block
253). If the current detected immediately after arming the
imaging sensor 108 exceeds a fourth current threshold (14)
(block 255), then the imaging sensor 108 is disarmed (block
257) and an “incomplete arming” notice is output to the user
indicating that an error condition was detected based on the
detected electrical current during the arming process (block
259). The “incomplete arming” notice indicates to the user
that the imaging sensor 108 was not successfully armed and
that x-ray images will not be captured. In some implemen-
tations, the “incomplete arming” notice may also provide
additional instructions for mitigating/troubleshooting the
error condition including, for example, trying another USB
port, computer, or USB cable or contacting technical sup-
port.

However, if the current detected immediately after arming
the imaging sensor 108 is below the fourth current threshold
(14) (block 255), then the imaging system 100 proceeds with
operating the imaging sensor 108 in the “armed” state and/or
proceeds to the next test in the error condition check routine.
In the example of FIGS. 2A through 2E, an imaging sensor
108 that is transitioning from the “ready” state to the
“armed” state becomes “armed” during the current check
mechanism and remains armed for the “temperature” check
component (block 207 in FIG. 2A) and the acceleration
check (block 209 in FIG. 2A). However, in some other
implementations, the portion of the current check compo-
nent that compares the detected current immediately after
the imaging sensor 108 is armed to a fourth current threshold
(14) (block 255) is delayed until after one or more additional
tests are performed while the imaging sensor 108 is
unarnied.

After completing the voltage check component (block 203
in FIG. 2A) and the current check component (block 205 in
FIG. 2A), the imaging system 100 applies a temperature
check to the imaging sensor 108. In this example, the
temperature check is applied after the imaging sensor 108
has been armed. However, in other implementations, the
imaging system 100 performs the temperature check before
arming the imaging sensor 108. If the imaging sensor 108
passes the voltage check and the current check components,
then an abnormal temperature detected during the tempera-
ture check may indicate a problem with both the current of
the imaging sensor 108 and the voltage/current monitor
circuit 133.

In performing the temperature check component, the
imaging system 100 first determines a temperature of the
sensor (block 261) and then compares the detected tempera-
ture to a first temperature threshold (T1) (block 263). If the
detected temperature exceeds the first temperature threshold,
then the imaging system 100 determines that an error
condition exists, disarms the imaging sensor 108 (or, in
some implementations, prevents the imaging sensor 108
from arming) (block 265) and outputs a “high temperature”
notice to the user on the graphical user interface of the
imaging system controller computer 101 (block 267).
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Because a high temperature may be indicative of a high
current or an electrical short in the circuitry of the imaging
sensor 108, the “high temperature” notice in some imple-
mentations instructs the user to immediately disconnect the
imaging sensor 108 from the power source (for example, the
imaging system controller computer 101) and to contact
technical support. In some implementations, the imaging
system 100 then continues to prevent the imaging sensor 108
from being re-armed for a defined delay period to allow the
imaging sensor 108 to cool (block 268).

If the temperature of the imaging sensor 108 is below the
first temperature threshold (T1), the imaging system 100
then considers whether there is an abnormal rate of tem-
perature change in the imaging sensor 108. The imaging
system 100 determines a rate of temperature change (block
269) based on the most recently detected temperature and
one or more earlier detected temperatures and compares the
calculated rate of temperature change to a temperature
change threshold (T2) (block 271). If the rate of temperature
change is below the temperature change threshold, then the
imaging sensor 108 has passes the temperature component
of the error condition check routine and the imaging system
100 continues to operate the imaging sensor 108 (block
273). However, if the rate of temperature change exceeds the
threshold, the imaging system 100 disarms the imaging
sensor 108 (or prevents arming of the imaging sensor 108)
(block 273) and outputs a “temperature change” notice to the
user on the graphical user interface of the imaging system
controller computer 101 (block 277). The “temperature
change” notice may instruct the user to immediately discon-
nect the imaging sensor 108 to prevent damage and may also
instruct the user to contact technical suppott.

Lastly, if the imaging sensor 108 has passed the voltage
component, the current component, and the temperature
component of the error condition check routine, then the
imaging system 100 evaluates the output of the accelerom-
eter 127 to determine whether the imaging sensor 108 has
been dropped during or prior to the arming process. The
imaging system 100 determines an absolute magnitude of
acceleration based on the output of the accelerometer 125
(block 281). In some implementations, the imaging system
100 determines a maximum acceleration detected since the
imaging sensor 108 transitioned from the “low power” state
into the “ready” state or since the last “acceleration check”
was performed. If the detected acceleration is less than the
acceleration threshold (block 283), then the imaging sensor
108 is armed and continues its normal operation (block 285).
However, if the detected acceleration exceeds an accelera-
tion threshold indicative of a sudden drop or other poten-
tially damaging impact, then an “potential damage” notice is
output to the user on the graphical user interface of the
imaging system controller computer 101 (block 287). The
“potential damage™ notice indicates that a potentially dam-
aging event was detected and instructs the user to visually
inspect the imaging sensor housing 109 for visible damage.
In some implementations, the imaging sensor 108 continues
to operate in the “armed” state even after a potential dam-
age” event is detected as long as the other components of the
error condition check routine have passed successfully.
Furthermore, as noted above, in some implementations, the
determination of whether the output of the accelerometer
exceeds the acceleration threshold indicative of a sudden
drop is performed by a logic component positioned within
the imaging sensor housing 109 and configured to output an
interrupt in response—this enables the acceleration indica-
tive of a “drop” event to be detected quickly without the
need for communication between the imaging sensor 108
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and the imaging system controller computer 101 and further
processing by the imaging system controller computer 101.
In some embodiments, this logic component is provided as
the sensor electronic processor 117, a field programmable
gate array, or other logic circuit.

The example discussed above in reference to FIGS. 2A
through 2E is just one example of an error condition check
routine that is applied to an imaging sensor 108. In other
implementations, the steps may be performed in another
order and may include more, fewer, or alternative tests and
steps. In addition, although most of the failed tests discussed
above result only in a notice displayed to the user on the
graphical user interface of the imaging system controller
computer 101, other implementations may provide auto-
mated mitigation steps. For example, the imaging system
100 may be configured to automatically disconnect the
imaging sensor 108 from the power source if one or more
specific tests are not passed. Additionally, instead of
instructing a user to contact technical support if a problem
persists, the imaging system 100 may be configured to
automatically transmit a message to a technical support
system including an identification and/or location of the
imaging system controller computer 101. The message may
also include other details about the failed test (including the
sensor output reading that caused the imaging sensor 108 to
fail the test).

As discussed above, one or more of the error condition
check routines illustrated in FIGS. 2A through 2E above
may be performed periodically while an imaging sensor 108
is operated in an “armed” state or may be performed as the
imaging sensor 108 is transitioned from one state to another.
However, the imaging system 100 may be configured to use
the output from the various sensor components of the
imaging sensor 108 to transition from one operating state to
another. For example, FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate an imaging
system housing 301 that includes a “garage” 303 or “storage
holder” for storage of the imaging sensor 108 when it is not
in use. A permanent magnet 305 is integrated into the
imaging system housing 301 and positioned to apply a
magnetic field to the imaging sensor 108 when it is stored in
the “garage” 303. The magnetic field generated by the
permanent magnet 305 has a magnitude and vector direction
that can be detected and identified based on the output of the
magnetometer 129 of the imaging sensor 108.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the imaging system 100 is
configured to transition between the “low power” state and
the “ready” state based on whether the output of the mag-
netometer 129 indicates that the imaging sensor 108 is
positioned within the garage 303 of the imaging system
housing 301. The imaging system 100 periodically pro-
cesses the output signal from the magnetometer 129 to
detect a strength and vector direction of a magnetic field
relative to the imaging sensor 108 (block 401). If the
imaging sensor 108 is not currently operating in a “low
power” state (block 403), then the detected magnetic field is
analyzed to determine whether the detected magnetic field is
indicative of placement of the imaging sensor 108 in the
“garage” 303 or storage holder (block 405). If a magnetic
field indicative of placement in the “garage” 303 is detected,
then the imaging sensor 108 is transitioned into the “low
power” state (block 407). However, if the magnetic field
indicative of placement in the “garage” 303 is not detected,
then the imaging sensor 108 remains in the “ready” state
(block 409).

When the imaging sensor 108 is already operating in the
“low power” mode (block 403), the imaging system 100
determines whether the detected magnetic field is indicative
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of removal of the imaging sensor 108 from the “garage” 303
(block 411). In some embodiments, a magnetic field indica-
tive of removal of the imaging sensor 108 from the “garage”
303 is one in which the magnitude of the detected magnetic
field drops below a defined threshold and/or the vector
direction of the detected magnetic field deviates from the
vector direction of the magnetic field expected to be applied
by the permanent magnet 305 by a predetermined amount.
If a magnetic field indicative of removal of the imaging
sensor 108 from the “garage” 303 is detected (block 411),
then the imaging sensor 108 is transitioned from the “low
power” mode into the “ready” mode (block 409). However,
if the detected magnetic field continues to indicate that the
imaging sensor 108 is placed within the “garage” 303, then
the imaging sensor 108 remains in the “low power” state
(block 407).

In some implementations, the imaging sensor 108 “wakes
up”’ (for example, transitions from the “low power” state into
the “ready” state) based only on a detected change in the
magnetic field applied by the permanent magnet 305. How-
ever, in some implementations, additional or alternative
information provided by the sensor components of the
imaging sensor 108 are used to determine whether to tran-
sition the imaging sensor 108 into the “ready” mode. For
example, as also illustrated in FIG. 4, while the imaging
sensor 108 is operating in the “low power” state, the imaging
system 100 may be configured to periodically detect the
acceleration of the imaging sensor 108 based on the output
of the accelerometer 125. If the detected acceleration
exceeds a “wake up” threshold (block 413), the imaging
sensor 108 is transitioned into the “ready” state (block 409)
and, if the detected acceleration is below the “wake up”
threshold, the imaging sensor 108 remains in the “low
power” state (block 407). As illustrated in the example of
FIG. 4, the magnetic fleld and acceleration “wake up”
criteria are applied in parallel in some embodiments and a
condition meeting either criterion will cause the imaging
sensor 108 to transition into the “ready” state. However, in
other implementations, the magnetic field and acceleration
“wake up” criteria are applied in series and both criteria
must be satisfied before the imaging sensor 108 will be
transitioned into the “ready” state.

As discussed above, in some implementations, determi-
nations such as those described in reference to FIG. 4 are
performed by the imaging system controller computer 101
based on data periodically received from the imaging sensor
108. However, in other implementations—for example, in
implementations where communication between the imag-
ing sensor 108 and the imaging system controller computer
101 are disabled while the imaging sensor 108 is operated in
the low power mode—some or all of the state transition
determinations are made by the sensor electronic processor
117. In still other implementations, a logic component
positioned within the imaging sensor housing 109 is con-
figured to generate an “interrupt” in response to certain
output conditions from the multi-dimensional sensor. For
example, in reference to FIG. 4, a logic component may be
provided as a field programmable gate array that is config-
ured to generate an interrupt when the output of the accel-
erometer 125 exceeds the “wake up” threshold. This inter-
rupt causes the imaging sensor 108 to transition from the low
power state into the ready state. When the state transition
condition is initiated by an interrupt, the imaging sensor 108
may not need to communicate acceleration data to the
imaging system controller computer 101 as frequently as
might be required if the imaging system controller computer
101 were periodically monitoring the acceleration of the
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imaging sensor 108 to determine whether the “wake up”
threshold is exceeded. In some implementations, no accel-
eration data is communication from the imaging sensor 108
to the imaging system controller computer 101 while the
imaging sensor 108 is operating in the low power state.

Furthermore, in the example of FIGS. 3A and 3B, the
permanent magnet 305 is positioned above the “garage” 303
or permanently integrated into a wall or surface of the
garage. However, in other implementations, the permanent
magnet 305 can be positioned at other locations to provide
a unique and detectable magnetic field when an imaging
sensor 108 is positioned within the “garage” 303. Similarly,
although the storage holder is illustrated in FIGS. 3A and 3B
as a “garage,” the storage holder can be provided in other
configurations in other implementation including, for
example, as a “holster” or a clip positioned on the side of the
imaging system housing 301. In still other implementations,
the storage holder or “garage” 303 may be provided as a
housing that is completely separate from the imaging system
controller computer 101 and may be positionable near the
workspace of the dental practitioner for easy access. For
example, FIGS. 3C and 3D illustrate an example of an image
sensor storage 311 where the imaging sensor 108 is sup-
ported against a backplate 313 by a pair of support arms 315.
In this example, the permanent magnet is incorporated into
the backplate 313 to generate a magnetic field and the
imaging sensor 108 is not fully enclosed when placed in the
image sensor storage 311. FIG. 3C shows only the image
sensor storage 311 and FIG. 3D shows the image sensor
storage 311 with the imaging sensor 108 positioned therein.

Although the example of FIGS. 3A and 3B discuss using
a permanent magnet to detect whether the imaging sensor
108 is placed in the “garage” 303 and, based on that
determination, transition between operating states, in some
other implementations, other mechanisms may be used to
detect whether the imaging sensor 108 is in a storage
position and to transition between operating states accord-
ingly.

In still other implementations, the magnetometer 129 may
be disabled when the imaging sensor 108 is operating in the
“low power” state. Therefore, the determination of when to
transition the imaging sensor 108 into the “ready” state is
based on criteria from another sensor or sensors—for
example, the acceleration criteria (block 413) may be
applied as the only test to determine when to transition the
device from the “low power” state into the “ready” state.

Similarly, in some implementations, acceleration as
detected based on the output from the accelerometer 125
may govern the transition between the “ready” state and the
“low power” state even without a determination that the
imaging sensor 108 has been placed in the “garage” 303.
This may occur, for example, when a dental practitioner
places the imaging sensor 108 on a counter or table. As
illustrated in FIG. 5, the imaging system 100 determines an
absolute magnitude of acceleration based on the output from
the accelerometer 125 (block 501). If the detected accelera-
tion does not equal zero (indicating that the device is
moving) (block 503), then the imaging sensor 108 is oper-
ated in the “ready” state. Conversely, if the detected accel-
eration indicates that the imaging sensor 108 is stationary
(block 503), then the imaging sensor 108 is placed in the
“low power” state (block 507).

In some implementations, the imaging sensor 108 is not
transitioned from the “ready” state into the “low power”
state immediately upon detection of an acceleration equal to
zero and, instead, the zero acceleration must be detected
continuously for a defined period of time before the imaging
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sensor 108 is transitioned into the “low power” state based
on the criteria of FIG. 5. In other implementations, the state
transition criteria described in reference to FIG. 5 is not
applied if the imaging sensor 108 is operating in the “armed”
state and the imaging sensor 108 must first be operating in
the “ready” state before the imaging sensor 108 can transi-
tion into the “low power” state based on a detected accel-
eration of zero.

State transitions may also be governed by detecting and
identifying other magnetic fields acting upon the imaging
sensor 108. For example, FIGS. 6A and 6B each shows a
sensor positioner configured to hold the imaging sensor 108
in a position for capturing a specific type of image. The first
sensor positioner 601, illustrated in FIG. 6A, includes a
backplate 603 and a pressure arm 605. To selectively
coupled the imaging sensor 108 to the first sensor positioner
601, the imaging sensor 108 is placed between the backplate
603 and the pressure arm 605. The imaging sensor 108 is
held in place by the shape of the backplate 603 and friction/
pressure applied by the pressure arm 605. A first permanent
magnet 607 is also included in the first sensor position at a
location proximal to the imaging sensor 108 when coupled
to the sensor positioner 601. The first permanent magnet 607
creates a magnetic field of a known magnitude and vector
direction that is detectable by the magnetometer 129 of the
imaging sensor 108 when the imaging sensor is coupled to
the first sensor positioner 601.

The second sensor positioner 611, illustrated in FIG. 6B,
also includes a backplate 613 and a pressure arm 615 for
selectively coupling the imaging sensor 108 to the second
sensor positioner 611. The shape and arrangement of the
second sensor positioner 611 is different from that of the first
sensor positioner 601 and is configured for placing the
imaging sensor for capturing images of dental structures at
a different location in a patient’s mouth. The second sensor
positioner 611 also includes a second permanent magnet
617. The second permanent magnet 617 also generates a
magnetic field of a known magnitude and vector direction
that is detectable by the imaging sensor 108 when coupled
to the second sensor positioner 611. However, due to the
type and positioning of the second permanent magnet 617,
the magnetic field generated by the second permanent mag-
net 617 and detected by the magnetometer 129 of the
imaging sensor 108 when coupled to the second sensor
positioner 611 is different from the magnetic field that is
generated by the first permanent magnet 607 and detected by
the magnetometer 129 when the imaging sensor 108 is
coupled to the first sensor positioner 601. Based on these
different and known magnetic fields, the imaging system 102
is configured to identify, based on the output of the magne-
tometer 129, when the imaging sensor 108 is coupled to a
sensor positioner and to identify whether the imaging sensor
108 is coupled to the first sensor positioner 601 or to the
second sensor positioner 611.

Although the examples illustrated in FIGS. 6A and 6B
show the permanent magnet 607, 617 positioned in or on the
backplate 603, 613, in other implementations and in other
sensor positioners, the permanent magnet can be positioned
in other fixed locations. For example, a permanent magnet
may be positioned on the pressure arm 615 or on another
structural portion of the sensor positioner behind or below
the backplate 613.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, a magnetic field applied by a
permanent magnet integrated into a sensor positioner can
govern a transition from the “ready” state into the “armed”
state and, in some implementations where multiple different
sensor positioners and/or sensor positioner configurations

5

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

are used to capture a series of images, the detected magnetic
field can be used to provide automated instructions to a user
of the imaging system 100. While the imaging sensor 108 is
operating in a “ready” mode (block 701), the output of the
magnetometer 129 is analyzed to determine a magnitude and
vector direction of a magnetic field (block 703). The
detected magnetic field is analyzed to determine whether the
detected magnetic field indicates a coupling with a sensor
positioner (block 705). If not, then the imaging sensor 108
continues to operate in the “ready” state (block 701). How-
ever if the detected magnetic field is indicative of coupling
with a sensor positioner (block 705), then the type and/or
configuration of the sensor positioner is identified based on
the magnitude and vector direction of the detected magnetic
field (block 707). In response, the imaging sensor 108 is
armed (block 709) and, in some implementations, an instruc-
tion for placement of the imaging sensor 108 is displayed on
the graphical user interface of the imaging system controller
computer 101. After an image is captured (based, for
example, on a user-activated or automated trigger) (block
711), the graphical user interface of the imaging system
controller computer 101 outputs an instruction for a next
image to be captured (block 713). In some embodiments, the
instruction is output as a text instruction shown on the
display 106 while, in other embodiments, the instruction is
output audibly through a speaker.

In some embodiments, the output instruction also indi-
cates whether a new sensor positioner or a new configuration
is required for the next image to be captured. If the same
sensor positioner and the same configuration is to be used for
the next image (block 715), the imaging sensor 108 remains
in the “armed” state and the next image is captured (block
711). However, if a different sensor positioner or a different
configuration is needed for the next image (block 715), then
the imaging sensor 108 is disarmed (block 717) and the
detected magnetic field is again monitored until a magnetic
field is identified that is indicative of a coupling between the
imaging sensor housing 109 and the sensor positioner (block
705).

Although the example of FIG. 7 describes a transition
from a “ready” state into an “armed” state, in other imple-
mentations, the magpetic field applied by a permanent
magnetic incorporated into the sensor positioner can instead
govern other types of state transitions including, for
example, a transition from one “ready” state into another
“ready” state, from one “armed” state into another “armed”
state, or from a “low power” state to a “ready” state.

In some implementations, the transition from the “ready”
state into the “armed” state can be governed based on
outputs from other sensor components of the imaging sensor
108. For example, specific gestures made with the imaging
sensor housing 109 can be detected based on the output from
the accelerometer 125 and/or the gyroscopic sensor 127 and
used to transition from the “ready” state into the “armed”
state. FIG. 8 illustrates a method for detecting one example
of a specific gesture that can trigger a transition from a
“ready” state into an “armed” state. In this example, the
imaging sensor 108 is transitioned into the “armed” state if
the imaging sensor 108 is raised and lowered three times in
suiccession.

Acceleration and/or position data is received from the
accelerometer 125 and/or the gyroscopic sensor 127, respec-
tively, (block 801) and is analyzed to determine whether a
“raise & lower” gesture has been made with the imaging
sensor 108 (block 803). If so, a counter is incremented
(block 805) and, if the counter has not yet been incremented
to three (3) (block 807), the imaging system 100 continues
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to monitor the acceleration/position data (block 801) to
detect additional “raise and lower” gestures (block 803).
When three successive “raise and lower” gestures are
detected and the counter has been incremented to three
(block 807), then the imaging sensor 108 is transitioned
from the “ready” state into the “armed” state (block 809).

To ensure that the three “raise and lower” gestures are
made in deliberate succession, a timeout mechanism is
applied. If a timeout period has not yet elapsed since the first
“raise and lower” gesture was detected (or, in some imple-
mentations, since the most recent “raise and lower” gesture
was detected) (block 811), the imaging system 100 contin-
ues to monitor the acceleration/position data (block 801) to
detect additional “raise and lower” gestures (block 803).
However, if the timeout period has expired (block 811), then
the counter is reset to zero (block 813). The detection of
specific gestures and movements can also be used to trigger
other operations of the imaging system including, for
example, resetting a dark current.

FIG. 8 illustrates only one example of a gesture that can
be performed with the imaging sensor 108 and detected
based on the outputs from the various sensors within the
imaging sensor housing 109. In other implementations, the
imaging system 100 is configured to detect other types of
gestures instead of three successive “raise and lower” ges-
tures. In some implementations, different gestures can be
used to not only trigger a transition into the “armed” state,
but also to indicate to the imaging system 100 which specific
type of image (or image series) is to be captured by the
imaging system 100. For example, detection of a first
gesture pattern indicates to the imaging system 100 that a
first type of x-ray image is to be captured and, in response,
the graphical user interface of the imaging system controller
computer 101 outputs instructions and information relevant
specifically to the first type of x-ray image. Conversely,
detection of a second, different gesture pattern indicates to
the imaging system 100 that a second type of x-ray image is
to be captured and, in response, the graphical user interface
of the imaging system controller computer 101 outputs
instructions and information relevant specifically to the
second type of x-ray image or image series. Alternatively,
the imaging system controller computer 101 may process or
store the captured image data differently based on which
image type is indicated by the detected gesture pattern.

In some implementations, the imaging system 100 may
also be configured to transition from one state to another by
detecting when the imaging sensor 108 has likely been
placed within the mouth of a patient. FIG. 9 illustrates a
method of determining whether the imaging sensor 108 has
been placed within the mouth of a patient based on an output
from the temperature sensor 131. Because the temperature
detected by the temperature sensor 131 will likely increase
when the imaging sensor 108 is placed in the mouth of a
patient, the imaging system 100 applies three different
temperature-based criteria to confirm that the imaging sen-
sor 108 has been moved from a position outside of the
patient’s mouth to a new position within the patient’s mouth.

First, the imaging system 100 determines and stores a
temperature reading based on the output of the temperature
sensor 131 (block 901). The present temperature is com-
pared to a temperature threshold (for example, 98° F.) (block
903). If the imaging sensor 108 has been placed in the mouth
of a patient, then the sensed temperature should exceed this
temperature threshold.

Second, the imaging system 100 determines a first deriva-
tive of sensed temperatures based on the most recently
detected temperature and previously detected temperatures
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stored on a memory (for example, memory 105 or sensor
memory 119) (block 905). The calculated first derivative of
the temperature is compared to a rate-of-change threshold
(block 907). If the imaging sensor 108 has been moved from
a position outside of a patient’s mouth (at room temperature)
to a position inside the patient’s mouth (at “body” tempera-
ture), then the calculated first derivative should exceed this
rate-of-change threshold.

Third, the imaging system 100 determines a second
derivative of sensed temperatures (block 909). This second
derivative is indicative of how quickly the rate-of-change of
the temperature is increasing and is compared to an “accel-
eration” threshold (block 911). Again, if the imaging sensor
108 has been moved from a position outside of the patient’s
mouth (at room temperature) to a position inside the
patient’s mouth (at “body” temperature), then the calculated
second derivative should indicate a sudden increase in the
rate of temperature change and should exceed this accelera-
tion threshold.

If all three temperature-based criteria are satisfied, the
imaging sensor 108 is transitioned into the “armed” state
based on the assumption that the imaging sensor 108 has
been placed inside a patient’s mouth (block 913). However,
if any one of the three criteria is not satisfied. the imaging
system 100 cannot “confirm” that the imaging sensor 108
has been placed inside a patient’s mouth and, therefore, the
imaging sensor 108 remains in the “ready” state (block 915).
Due to ambient temperature fluctuations, some methods for
determining whether an imaging sensor 108 has been placed
in the mouth of a patient based on sensed temperatures may
result in false “negatives” causing the imaging sensor 108 to
remain in the “ready” state even after the imaging sensor 108
has actually been placed in the mouth of the patient. In some
embodiments, the user can override a false negative and
force the imaging sensor 108 to transition into the “armed”
state using a switch or input on the graphical user interface
of the imaging system controller computer 101 (block 917).

As discussed above in reference to FIGS. 2A-2E, the
imaging system 100 may be configured to apply one or more
error condition check routines when the imaging sensor 108
is first connected to the imaging system controller computer
101, in response to (or in preparation for) a state transition,
or periodically while operating in a particular state. In some
implementations, the imaging sensor 108 is equipped with
one or more additional internal sensors that are configured
for other types of error condition detection. For example,
FIG. 9 illustrates a method for detecting potential damage to
the imaging sensor housing 109 due to sudden impact on the
housing or biting of the housing by a patient based on an air
pressure within the imaging sensor housing 109 detected by
the air pressure sensor 135.

In the example of FIG. 10, the imaging system 100
monitors the output of the air pressure sensor 135 (block
1001). Because air pressures will change naturally due to
changes in temperature, the imaging system 100 determines
a temperature-compensated pressure threshold (block 1003)
and compares the detected air pressure to the compensated
threshold (block 1005). If the detected air pressure remains
below the compensated threshold, then the imaging system
100 continues its operation (block 1007). However, an air
pressure that is above the compensated threshold may be
caused by biting of the imaging sensor housing 109 or
another potential damaging impact. Therefore, in response
to detecting an air pressure above the compensated threshold
(block 1005), the imaging system 100 outputs a “Potential
Pressure Damage” notice to the user on the graphical user
interface of the imaging system controller computer 101
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(block 909). In some implementations, this notice instructs
the user to visually inspect the imaging sensor housing 109
for damage. In other implementations, the imaging system
100 is configured to run an automated check routine in
response to detecting an air pressure indicative of potential
damage and, depending on the result of the automated check
routine, will either apply an automated self-correction or
output a notice to the user with further instructions.

In the example of FIG. 10, even after detecting an
increased air pressure indicative of a possible damage event,
the imaging system 100 continues its operation (block 1007)
and relies upon the user to determine whether the imaging
sensor housing 109 has been damaged to the extent that
usage of the imaging sensor 108 should be stopped. How-
ever, in other implementations, the imaging system 100 may
be configured to disable the imaging sensor 108 in response
to detection of the possible damage event or to take addi-
tional mitigating action before continuing operation. For
example, the imaging system 100 may be configured to
automatically transmit a notice to a technical support system
requesting more substantial inspection or testing of the
imaging sensor 108 in response to detecting an air pressure
that exceeds the compensation threshold. In other imple-
mentations, the imaging system 100 may be configured to
automatically initiate the error condition check routine (for
example, one or more of the routines illustrated in FIGS. 2A
through 2E) in response to detection of an air pressure that
exceeds the compensation threshold.

In still other implementations, the imaging system 100
may apply multiple air pressure thresholds each triggering a
different mitigating action. For example, the imaging system
100 may be configured to output a notice on the graphical
user interface instructing the user to visually inspect the
imaging sensor housing 109 if a first pressure threshold is
exceeded, to apply the error condition check routine of
FIGS. 2A through 2E if a second (higher) pressure threshold
is exceeded, and to disable the imaging sensor 108 until it is
thoroughly inspected by technical support personnel if a
third (highest) threshold is exceeded.

The systems and methods described above provide
examples of methods implemented by the imaging system
100 for detecting error conditions and for transitioning
between states that govern the operation of an imaging
sensor 108. FIG. 11 provides a specific example of a state
diagram illustrating the interaction of various methods and
systems described above for controlling and regulating the
operation of the imaging sensor 108. In the example of FIG.
11, the imaging sensor 108 is operated in one of three states:
a low power state, a ready state, and an armed state.

When operating in the low power state 1101, the imaging
sensor 108 cannot be activated—that is the imaging sensor
108 cannot capture image data—and the x-ray source 107
cannot be activated to emit x-ray radiation. In some imple-
mentations, some of the other sensor and/or logic compo-
nents of the imaging sensor 108 are also turned off or
powered down when the imaging sensor 108 is operating in
the low-power state.

When operating in the ready state 1103, the image sensor
array 115 is turned OFF, but can be activated (i.e., operated
to capture image data) upon a transition from the ready state
1103 into the armed state 1105. In the example of FIG. 11,
the imaging sensor 108 cannot transition directly from the
low-power state 1101 into the armed state 1105.

When operating in the armed state 1105, the image sensor
array 115 is turned on and will capture image data in
response to a user-activated or an automated trigger. In the
example of FIG. 11, the x-ray source 107 can be activated to
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emit x-rays when the imaging sensor 108 is operating in the
armed state 1105 and when the output of the multi-dimen-
sional sensor 123 indicates that the imaging sensor 108 is
aligned with the x-ray source 107.

When operating in the low-power state 1101, the imaging
sensor 108 can transition into the ready state 1103 in
response to detecting that the imaging sensor 108 has been
removed from the “garage” 303 (for example, the method of
FIG. 4) or in response to detecting an acceleration that
exceeds a threshold (for example, the method of FIG. 5). In
the example of FIG. 11, the imaging sensor 108 cannot
transition directly into the armed state 1105 when operating
in the low-power state 1101.

When operating in the ready state 1103, the imaging
sensor 108 can transition into the armed state 1105 in
response to detecting a gesture pattern (for example, the
method of FIG. 8). The imaging sensor 108 can also
transition from the ready state 1103 into the low-power state
1101 in response to detecting placement of the imaging
sensor 108 in the “garage” 303 (for example, the method of
FIG. 4) or in response to detecting an acceleration equal to
zero for a defined period of time (for example, the method
of FIG. 5).

When operating in the armed state 1105, the imaging
sensor 108 can be operated to capture x-ray image data. The
imaging sensor 108 can transition from the armed state 1105
into the ready state 1103 in response to detecting that the
imaging sensor 108 has been removed from a sensor posi-
tioner (for example, the method of FIG. 7). In the example
of FIG. 11, the imaging sensor 108 can also transition
directly from the armed state 1105 into the low-power state
1101 in response to detecting that the imaging sensor 108
has been placed in the storage “garage” 303 (for example,
the method of FIG. 4) or in response to detecting an
acceleration equal to zero for a defined period of time (for
example, the method of FIG. 5).

In some imaging systems 100 implementing the state
diagram of FIG. 11, the imaging system 100 may be con-
figured to perform one or more of the error condition check
routines described above in reference to FIGS. 2A through
2E and FIG. 10 when the imaging sensor 108 transitions
from the ready state 1103 into the armed state 1105. In some
implementations, the imaging system 100 also performs one
or more of these error condition check routines either
periodically while operating in the armed state 1105 or after
capturing a defined number (for example, one or more) of
x-ray images while operating in the armed state 1105.

FIG. 11 is only one example of a state diagram that may
be implemented by an imaging system 100. In other imple-
mentations, the imaging system 100 may implement more
operating states including one or more “low-power” states,
one or more “ready” states, and one or more “armed” states.
In other implementations, more, fewer, or different criteria
may be used to initiate transitions from one operating state
to another.

Also, the examples discussed above describe the “imag-
ing system 100” monitoring the outputs from the sensor
components of the imaging sensor 108 and determining
whether to initiate a state transition. Accordingly, in various
different embodiments, these and other methods may be
executed by one or more of the various processors included
in the imaging system 100 or other processing systems
communicative coupled to the imaging system 100. For
example, in some implementations, the methods for analyz-
ing the sensor outputs, determining when to initiate a state
transition, and performing an error condition check routine
are provided by the electronic processor 103 of the imaging
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system controller computer 101 executing instructions
stored on the memory 105. However, in other implementa-
tions, these methods are provided by the sensor electronic
processor 117 executing instructions stored on the sensor
memory 119. In still other implementations, some of the
methods are performed by the electronic processor 103 of
the imaging system controller computer 101 while other
methods are performed by the sensor electronic processor
117 or methods are performed cooperatively by instructions
executed on both the sensor electronic processor 117 and the
electronic processor 103 of the imaging system controller
computer 101.

Thus, the invention provides, among other things, imag-
ing systems configured to transition an imaging sensor
between multiple operating states, including a low-power
state, based on outputs from sensor components integrated
into an imaging sensor housing. Various features and advan-
tages of the invention are set forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating an imaging sensor, wherein the
imaging sensor is an intraoral imaging sensor and includes
a multi-dimensional sensor and a housing, the method
comprising:

operating the imaging sensor, by the electronic processor,

in a low-power state, wherein the image sensor does not
capture image data when operating in the low-power
state;

receiving, by an electronic processor, an output from the

multi-dimensional sensor of the imaging sensor;
transitioning the imaging sensor, by the electronic pro-
cessor, from a first operating state into a second oper-
ating state in response to a determination by the elec-
tronic processor, based on the output from the multi-
dimensional sensor, that a first state transition criteria is
satisfied,
wherein at least one operation of the imaging sensor is
configured to function differently when the imaging
sensor is in the second operating state than when the
imaging sensor is in the first operating state, and
wherein transitioning the imaging sensor from the first
operating state into the second operating state
includes transitioning the imaging sensor between
the low-power state and a ready state; and
capturing image data using the imaging sensor while the
housing of the imaging sensor is positioned within a
mouth of a patient.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising transitioning
the imaging sensor, by the electronic processor, from the
second operating state into a third operating state in response
to a determination by the electronic processor, based on the
output from the multi-dimensional sensor, that a second state
transition criteria is satisfied.
3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
transitioning the imaging sensor, by the electronic pro-
cessor, from the ready state into an armed state in
response to a determination by the electronic processor,
based on the output from the multi-dimensional sensor,
that a second state transition criteria is satisfied; and

capturing image data only when the imaging sensor is
operating in the armed state.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the electronic proces-
sor is unable to transition from the low-power state directly
into the armed state based on the output from the multi-
dimensional sensor.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising monitoring
movement and orientation of the imaging sensor based on an
output from the multi-dimensional sensor while operating in
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the ready state or the armed state, the output from the
multi-dimensional sensor including

an output indicative of a three-dimensional acceleration of

the imaging sensor from an accelerometer of the multi-
dimensional sensor,

an output indicative of a three-dimensional orientation of

the imaging sensor from a gyroscopic sensor of the
multi-dimensional sensor, and

an output indicative of a three-dimensional magnetic field

of the imaging sensor from a magnetometer of the
multi-dimensional sensor.

6. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

selectively coupling the imaging sensor to a first sensor

positioner, the first sensor positioner including a per-
manent magnet positioned to generate a magnetic field
of a known magnitude and vector direction on the
imaging sensor when the imaging sensor is coupled to
the first sensor positioner; and

determining, by the electronic processor, that the imaging

sensor has been coupled to the first sensor positioner by

detecting a magnetic field on the imaging sensor based
on an output from a magnetometer of the multi-
dimensional sensor,

determining, by the electronic processor, a magnitude
and a vector direction of the magnetic field, and

comparing the determined magnitude and the deter-
mined vector direction of the detected magnetic field
to the known magnitude and vector direction gener-
ated by the permanent magnet of the first sensor
positioner.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein transitioning the
imaging sensor from the ready state into the armed state in
response to the determination that the second state transition
criteria is satisfied includes transitioning the imaging sensor
from the ready state into the armed state in response to
determining that the imaging sensor has been coupled to the
first sensor positioner.

8. The method of claim 6, further comprising outputting
a first instruction through a user interface in response to
determining that the imaging sensor has been coupled to the
first sensor positioner, the first instruction providing infor-
mation for capturing an image using the first sensor posi-
tioner.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein outputting the first
instruction includes at least one selected from a group
consisting of displaying a text instruction on a graphical user
interface and outputting an audio instruction through a
speaker.

10. The method of claim 3, further comprising determin-
ing, based on an output from an accelerometer of the
multi-dimensional sensor, that a first defined gesture pattern
has been performed with the imaging sensor,

wherein transitioning the imaging sensor from the ready

state into the armed state in response to the determi-
nation that the second state transition criteria is satisfied
includes transitioning the imaging sensor from the
ready state into the armed state in response to deter-
mining that the first defined gesture pattern has been
performed with the imaging sensor.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein determining that the
first gesture pattern has been performed includes determin-
ing that the imaging sensor has been successively raised and
lowered a defined number of times.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising executing,
by the electronic processor, one or more error condition
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check routines to determine whether an error condition is
present based on the output received from the multi-dimen-
sional sensor.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising output-
ting, by a user interface, a notice indicative of the error
condition detected by the electronic processor, wherein the
notice includes an instruction for mitigation of the detected
error condition.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein outputting the notice
by the user interface includes displaying a text-based notice
on a graphical user interface.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein executing, by the
electronic processor, the one or more error condition check
routines includes:

detecting a voltage of electrical power provided to the

imaging sensor based on an output from a voltage
monitoring circuit of the multi-dimensional sensor, and
determining that an error condition is present when the
detected voltage exceeds a first voltage threshold or is
below a second voltage threshold. the second voltage
threshold being lower than the first voltage threshold.
16. The method of claim 12, wherein executing, by the
electronic processor, the one or more error condition check
routines includes:
detecting a current of the electrical power provided to the
imaging sensor based on an output from a current
monitoring circuit of the multi-dimensional sensor, and

determining that an error condition is present when the
current exceeds a first current threshold or is below a
second current threshold, the second current threshold
being lower than the first current threshold.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein executing, by the
electronic processor, the one or more error condition check
routines includes:

detecting a temperature of the imaging sensor based on an

output from a temperature sensor of the multi-dimen-
sional sensor, and

determining that an error condition is present when the

detected temperature exceeds a temperature threshold
or when a rate of change of the detected temperature
exceeds a rate of temperature change threshold.

18. The method of claim 12, wherein executing, by the
electronic processor, one or more error condition check
routines includes:

determining whether a voltage error condition is present

based on an output from a voltage/current monitoring
circuit of the multi-dimensional sensor;
determining whether a current error condition is present
based on an output from the voltage/current monitoring
circuit of the multi-dimensional sensor; and

determining whether a temperature error condition is
present based on an output from a temperature sensor
of the multi-dimensional sensor.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein executing, by the
electronic processor, the one or more error condition check
routines further includes

performing sequentially the acts of determining whether

the voltage error condition is present, determining
whether the current error condition is present, and
determining whether the temperature error condition is
present,

wherein the electronic processor performs the act of

determining whether the current error condition is
present only after determining that the voltage error
condition is not present, and

wherein the electronic processor performs the act of

determining whether the temperature error condition is
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present only after determining that both the voltage
error condition and the current error condition are not
present.

20. The method of claim 12, further comprising selec-
tively coupling the imaging sensor to an imaging system
controller computer, the imaging system controller com-
puter including the electronic processor, and

wherein executing, by the electronic processor, the one or

more error condition check routines includes executing
the one or more error condition check routines in
response to the imaging sensor being selectively
coupled to the imaging system controller computer.

21. The method of claim 12, wherein executing, by the
electronic processor, the one or more error condition check
routines including executing the one or more error condition
check routines in response to a defined number of images
being captured by the imaging sensor.

22. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

detecting, by the electronic processor, a possible damag-

ing impact by

determining a magnitude of acceleration based on an
output from an accelerometer of the multi-dimen-
sional sensor, and

determining that the possible damaging impact has
occurred when the magnitude of the acceleration
exceeds an acceleration threshold; and

outputting a potential damaging impact notice on a

graphical user interface instructing a user to visually
inspect the imaging sensor in response to determining
that the possible damaging impact has occurred.

23. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining, by the electronic processor, an air pressure

within the housing of the imaging sensor based on an
output from an air pressure sensor of the multi-dimen-
sional sensor;

determining that possible damage due to biting pressure

on the housing of the imaging sensor has occurred
when the detected air pressure exceeds an air pressure
threshold; and

outputting a possible biting data notice on a graphical user

interface instructing a user to visually inspect the
imaging sensor in response to determining that the
possible damage due to biting pressure has occurred.

24. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving the imaging sensor in an imaging sensor storage

compartment for storage, wherein a permanent magnet
is positioned proximal to the imaging sensor storage
compartment generating a magnetic field with a known
magnitude and vector direction within the imaging
sensor storage compartment; and

determining whether the imaging sensor is placed in the

imaging sensor storage compartment by

detecting a magnetic field on the imaging sensor based
on an output from a magnetometer of the multi-
dimensional sensor,

determining, by the electronic processor, a magnitude
and a vector direction of the magnetic field, and

comparing the determined magnitude and the deter-
mined vector direction of the detected magnetic field
to the known magnitude and vector direction gener-
ated by the permanent magnet within the imaging
sensor storage compartment,

wherein transitioning the imaging sensor from the first

operating state into the second operating state in
response to the determination by the electronic proces-
sor, based on the output from the multi-dimensional
sensor, that the first state transition criteria is satisfied
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includes transitioning the imaging sensor from the
ready state into the low-power state in response to
determining that the imaging sensor has been placed in
the imaging sensor storage compartment.

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising transi-
tioning the imaging sensor from the low-power state into the
ready state in response to a determination by the electronic
processor, based on the output of the magnetometer of the
multi-dimensional sensor, that the imaging sensor has been
removed from the imaging sensor storage compartment.

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising deter-
mining, by the electronic processor, based on the output of
the magnetometer of the multi-dimensional sensor, that the
determined magnitude and the determined vector direction
of the detected magnetic field no longer matches the known
magnitude and vector direction generated by the permanent
magnet within the imaging sensor storage compartment after
previously determining that the imaging sensor had been
placed in the imaging sensor storage compartment.

27. The method of claim 24, further comprising:

detecting a magnitude of acceleration of the imaging

sensor based on an output from an accelerometer of the
multi-dimensional sensor; and

transitioning the imaging sensor from the low-power state

into the ready state in response to a determination that
the detected magnitude of acceleration exceeds an
acceleration threshold after previously determining that
the imaging sensor had been placed in the imaging
sensor storage compartment.

28. The method of claim 1, wherein transitioning the
imaging sensor from the first operating state into the second
operating state in response to the determination that the first
state transition criteria is satisfied includes transitioning the
imaging sensor from the low-power state into the ready state
in response to detecting a non-zero acceleration of the
imaging sensor based on an output from an accelerometer of
the multi-dimensional sensor, and further comprising tran-
sitioning from the ready state into the low-power state in
response to detecting an acceleration of the imaging sensor
with a magnitude of zero for a defined period of time based
on the output from the accelerometer of the multi-dimen-
sional sensor.

29. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the output
from the multi-dimensional sensor of the imaging sensor
includes receiving an output indicative of a three-dimen-
sional acceleration of the imaging sensor from an acceler-
ometer of the multi-dimensional sensor,

wherein transitioning the imaging sensor from the first

operating state into a second operating state in response
to the determination by the electronic processor that the
first state transition criteria is satisfied includes transi-
tioning the imaging sensor from a low-power state into
a ready state in response to determining, based on the
output from the accelerometer of the three-dimensional
sensor, that an acceleration of the imaging sensor has
increased from below a defined acceleration threshold
to above the defined acceleration threshold,

the method further comprising:

transitioning the imaging sensor from the ready state
into an armed state in response to determining, based
on the output from the accelerometer of the multi-
dimensional sensor, that a defined gesture pattern has
been performed with the imaging sensor;

determining, based on the output from the accelerom-
eter of the multi-dimension sensor, whether the
imaging sensor is aligned with an x-ray source while
operating in the armed state; and
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activating the x-ray source and capturing image data
through the imaging sensor in response to determin-
ing that the imaging sensor is aligned with the x-ray
source while operating in the armed state.

30. The method of claim 29, further comprising transi-
tioning from the armed state or from the ready state into the
low-power state in response to determining, based on the
output of the accelerometer of the multi-dimensional sensor,
that the acceleration of the imaging sensor is below the
defined acceleration threshold for a defined period of time.

31. The method of claim 29, wherein receiving the output
from the multi-dimensional sensor of the imaging sensor
includes receiving an output indicative of a three-dimen-
sional magnetic field acting on the imaging sensor from a
magnetometer of the multi-dimensional sensor, and further
comprising:

determining a magnitude and a vector direction of the

magnetic field acting on the imaging sensor based on
the output from the magnetometer of the multi-dimen-
sional sensor;
determining that the imaging sensor has been placed in an
imaging sensor storage compartment when the deter-
mined magnitude and the determined vector direction
matches a known magnitude and a known vector direc-
tion of a magnetic field generated in the imaging sensor
storage compartment by a permanent magnet posi-
tioned proximal to the imaging sensor storage compart-
ment; and
transitioning the imaging sensor from the armed state or
from the ready state into the low-power state in
response to determining, based on the output of the
magnetometer, that the imaging sensor has been placed
in the imaging sensor storage compartment.
32. A method for operating an imaging sensor, the imag-
ing sensor including a multi-dimensional sensor, the method
comprising:
receiving, by an electronic processor, an output from the
multi-dimensional sensor of the imaging sensor;

transitioning the imaging sensor, by the electronic pro-
cessor, from a first operating state into a second oper-
ating state in response to a determination by the elec-
tronic processor, based on the output of the multi-
dimensional sensor, that a first state transition criteria is
satisfied;

selectively coupling the imaging sensor to a first sensor

positioner, the first sensor positioner including a per-
manent magnet positioned to generate a magnetic field
of a known magnitude and vector direction on the
imaging sensor when the imaging sensor is coupled to
the first sensor positioner;

determining, by the electronic processor, that the imaging

sensor has been coupled to the first sensor positioner by

detecting a magnetic field on the imaging sensor based
on an output from a magnetometer of the multi-
dimensional sensor,

determining, by the electronic processor, a magnitude
and a vector direction of the magnetic field, and

comparing the determined magnitude and the deter-
mined vector direction of the detected magnetic field
to the known magnitude and vector direction gener-
ated by the permanent magnet of the first sensor
positioner,

wherein transitioning the imaging sensor from the first
operating state into the second operating state in
response to the determination that the first state
transition criteria is satisfied includes-transitioning
the imaging sensor from a ready state into an armed
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state in response to determining that the imaging
sensor has been coupled to the first sensor positioner;
determining, based on the output from the magnetometer
of the multi-dimensional sensor, when the imaging
sensor has been disconnected from the first sensor
positioner; and
transitioning the imaging sensor from the armed state into
the ready state in response to determining that the
imaging sensor has been disconnected from the first
sensor positioner.
33. A method for operating an imaging sensor, the imag-
ing sensor including a multi-dimensional sensor, the method
comprising:
receiving, by an electronic processor, an output from the
multi-dimensional sensor of the imaging sensor;

transitioning the imaging sensor, by the electronic pro-
cessor, from a first operating state into a second oper-
ating state in response to a determination by the elec-
tronic processor, based on the output of the multi-
dimensional sensor, that a first state transition critetia is
satisfied;

selectively coupling the imaging sensor to a first sensor

positioner, the first sensor positioner including a per-
manent magnet positioned to generate a magnetic field
of a known magnitude and vector direction on the
imaging sensor when the imaging sensor is coupled to
the first sensor positioner;

determining, by the electronic processor, that the imaging

sensor has been coupled to the first sensor positioner by

detecting a magnetic field on the imaging sensor based
on an output from a magnetometer of the multi-
dimensional sensor,

determining, by the electronic processor, a magnitude
and a vector direction of the magpnetic field, and

comparing the determined magnitude and the deter-
mined vector direction of the detected magnetic field
to the known magnitude and vector direction gener-
ated by the permanent magnet of the first sensor
positioner; and

outputting a second instruction in response to a defined

number of images being captured by the imaging
sensor while the imaging sensor is coupled to the first
sensor positioner, the second instruction including an
identification of a second sensor positioner to be used
in capturing the next image.

34. The method of claim 33, further comprising deter-
mining, based on the magnetic field detected by the mag-
netometer of the multi-dimensional sensor, when the imag-
ing sensor has been coupled to the second sensor positioner,
the second sensor positioner including a second permanent
magnet positioned to generate a second magnetic field of a
known magnitude and vector direction on the imaging
sensor when the imaging sensor is coupled to the second
sensor positioner, the known magnitude and vector direction
of the second magnetic field being different from the known
magnitude and vector direction of the magnetic field gen-
erated by the first sensor positioner.

35. The method of claim 34, further comprising:

transitioning the imaging sensor from an armed state into

a ready state after capturing the defined number of
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images and before the imaging sensor is coupled to the
second sensor positioner; and
transitioning the imaging sensor from the ready state into
the armed state in response to determining that the
5 imaging sensor has been coupled to the second sensor
positioner.
36. A method for operating an imaging sensor, the imag-
ing sensor including a multi-dimensional sensor, the method
comprising:
receiving, by an electronic processor, an output from the
multi-dimensional sensor of the imaging sensor;

transitioning the imaging sensor, by the electronic pro-
cessor, from a first operating state into a second opet-
ating state in response to a determination by the elec-
tronic processor, based on the output of the multi-
dimensional sensor, that a first state transition criteria is
satisfied;

determining, based on an output from an accelerometer of

the multi-dimensional sensor, that a first defined ges-

ture pattern has been performed with the imaging

sensor,

wherein transitioning the imaging sensor from the first
operating state into the second operating state in
response to the determination that the first state
transition criteria is satisfied includes transitioning
the imaging sensor from a ready state into an armed
state in response to determining that the first defined
gesture pattern has been performed with the imaging
sensor,

wherein transitioning from the ready state into the
armed state in response to determining that the first
defined gesture pattern has been performed with the
imaging sensor further includes transitioning from
the ready state into a first armed state of a plurality
of armed states;

determining, based on the output from the accelerometer

of the multi-dimensional sensor, that a second defined
gesture pattern has been performed with the imaging
sensor, the second defined gesture pattern being differ-
ent from the first defined gesture pattern; and
transitioning the imaging sensor from the ready state into
a second armed state of the plurality of armed state in
response to determining that the second defined gesture
pattern has been performed with the imaging sensor.

37. The method of claim 36, further comprising process-
ing images captured while operating in the first armed state
differently than images captured while operating in the
second armed state.

38. The method of claim 36, further comprising;

outputting a first set of image capture instructions through

the user interface when operating in the first armed
state; and

outputting a second set of image capture instructions

through the user interface when operating in the second
armed state, the first set of image capture instructions
being different from the second set of image capture
instructions.
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