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(57) ABSTRACT

Systems and methods for selective auto-retroperfusion along
with regional mild hypothermia. In at least one embodiment
of a system for providing a retroperfusion therapy to a
venous vessel of the present disclosure, the system com-
prises a catheter for controlling blood perfusion pressure, the
catheter comprising a body having a proximal open end, a
distal end, a lumen extending between the proximal open
end and the distal end, and a plurality of orifices disposed
thereon, each of the orifices in fluid communication with the
lumen, and at least one expandable balloon, each of the at
least one expandable balloons coupled with the body, having
an interior that is in fluid communication with the lumen,
and adapted to move between an expanded configuration
and a deflated configuration, and a flow unit for regulating
the flow and pressure of a bodily fluid, and a regional
hypothermia system operably coupled to the catheter, the
regional hypothermia system operable to reduce and/or
regulate a temperature of the bodily fluid flowing there-
through.
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR SELECTIVE
AUTO-RETROPERFUSION ALONG WITH
REGIONAL MILD HYPOTHERMIA

PRIORITY

[0001] The present application is related to, claims the
priority benefit of, and is a U.S. continuation patent appli-
cation of, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/672,064, filed
Aug. 8, 2017 and issued as U.S. Pat. No. 10,449,337 on Oct.
22,2019, which is related to, claims the priority benefit of,
and is a U.S. continuation-in-part patent application of, U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/965,565, filed Aug. 13, 2013
and issued as U.S. Pat. No. 9,724,232 on Aug. 8, 2017,
which (a) is related to, and claims the priority benefit of,
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/682,351,
filed Aug. 13, 2012, and (b) is related to, claims the priority
benefit of, and is a continuation-in-part application of, U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/705,101, filed Dec. 4, 2012
and issued as U.S. Pat. No. 9,108,000 on Aug. 18, 2015,
which is related to, claims the priority benefit of, and is a
continuation application of, U.S. application Ser. No.
12/715,100, filed Mar. 1, 2010 and issued as U.S. Pat. No.
8,322,347 on Dec. 4, 2012, which is related to, claims the
priority benefit of, and is a continuation application of, U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/715,046, filed Mar. 1, 2010
and issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,241,248 on Aug. 14, 2012,
which is related to, and claims the priority benefit of, U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/156,458, filed on
Feb. 27, 2009. The contents of each of these applications are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety into this
disclosure.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Globally, stroke has a major impact on public
health as it is the second most common cause of death and
a major cause of disability. It is estimated that around
700,000 people experience a transient ischemic attack or
stroke annually in the United States alone. Of those 700,000
people, it is estimated about 200,000 experience a recurrent
stroke at a later date. As such, stroke survivors as a group
have an increased risk of experiencing an additional stroke
(s) and, unsurprisingly, have increased mortality and mor-
bidity rates.

[0003] National projections for the period between 2006
and 2025 predict around 1.5 million new cases of ischemic
stroke in men and 1.9 million new cases in women. The total
projected cost of stroke and the resultant disability associ-
ated therewith is estimated to be around $2.2 trillion in the
United States alone, including direct and indirect costs such
as ambulance services, initial hospitalization, rehabilitation,
nursing home costs, outpatient visits, drugs. informal care-
giving, and lost potential earnings. Accordingly, the cost of
this illness to society in both health care and lost produc-
tivity is enormous, and the extended complications associ-
ated with surviving even one stroke event adversely influ-
ences both quality of life, and the morbidity and mortality of
the individual stroke survivor.

[0004] Viability of the cerebral tissue depends on cerebral
blood flow. During a stroke, a portion of brain tissue known
as the ischemic lesion is deprived of sufficient blood flow
due to an arterial occlusion (i.e. a blood clot). Within the
ischemic cerebrovascular bed caused by an acute ischemic
stroke, there are two major zones of injury: the core isch-
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emic zone and the ischemic penumbra. In the core zone,
which is an area of severe ischemia (blood flow reduced to
below 15-20 ml/100 g/minute), the loss of an adequate
supply of oxygen and glucose results in the rapid depletion
of energy stores resulting in death of the brain tissue. As
neurons die within a few minutes of oxygen deprivation,
neuronal death begins to occur in areas of no blood flow
within minutes of stroke onset, thus leaving the tissue of the
core ischemic zone unable to function.

[0005] Surrounding such areas of necrosis is a transitional
region of hypoperfused, electronically silent tissue that
barely receives enough blood flow to keep the neurons alive.
Brain cells within this transitional region, the penumbra, are
functionally compromised, but not yet irreversibly damaged.
Accordingly, the ischemic penumbra may remain viable for
several hours after ischemic onset and therefore is the major
focus of most therapeutic procedures for resuscitation of
acute stroke patients.

[0006] When the systemic pressure of the brain lowers,
cerebral perfusion autoregulation reflexes allow for vasodi-
lation in order to keep a constant cerebral blood flow. This
vascular dilation leads in turn to an increased cerebral blood
volume, at least within the salvageable penumbra. (Contrary
to the penumbral regions, the autoregulation processes are
compromised in the area of the core ischemic infarct itself
and therefore both CBV and cerebral blood flow are dimin-
ished thereto.) In the penumbra, cerebral perfusion auto-
regulation reflexes automatically adjust the regional cerebral
blood volume and ensure cerebral blood flow stability
despite changes in systemic arterial pressure caused by the
underlying arterial occlusion. In this manner, the regional
cerebral blood volume may be greater than 2.5 milliliters per
100 g in the penumbral area.

[0007] Through mapping the cerebral blood volume and
the cerebral blood flow, it is possible to locate the penumbra-
infarct area regions of the brain, with diminution in both
cerebral blood flow and cerebral blood volume correspond-
ing to the core ischemic zone and regions with a decreased
cerebral blood flow, yet increased of cerebral blood volume
corresponding to the penumbra. Recognition of the penum-
bra through modern neuroimaging techniques (e.g., com-
puted tomography and magnetic resonance imaging) may be
used to identify patients who are more likely to benefit from
therapeutic intervention.

[0008] Typically, a window of viability exists during
which the neurons within the ischemic penumbra may
recover if the area is reperfused. This window of viability
exists because the penumbral region is supplied with blood
through collateral arteries anastomosing with branches of
the occluded vascular tree and is subjected to increased
cerebral blood volume as previously discussed. However, if
reperfusion is not established relatively quickly following
the acute attack, over time irretrievable infarction will
progressively replace the cells in the penumbral region. This
replacement rate varies according to the collateral circula-
tion levels and is often patient and event specific. On
average, a clinician typically has between about two (2) to
three (3) hours following the onset of an acute ischemic
stroke event during which to reperfuse the ischemic pen-
umbral region; however, this timeframe may be shorter or
extend as long as twenty-two (22) hours from acute onset,
depending on the particular patient and other factors.
Because the penumbra has the potential for recovery and
survival of the neurons in the penumbral region is associated
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with better prognostics, the penumbra is an important thera-
peutic target to be considered for interventional therapy in
acute ischemic stroke patients.

[0009] Despite advances in the understanding of stroke
pathogenesis, until recently, no specific therapeutic proce-
dures have been available for improving outcomes in acute
stroke patients. However, due to recent therapeutic devel-
opments, the morbidity and mortality of acute stroke
patients has seen an overall decline. For example, the
availability of general acute management in a stroke unit,
medication through aspirin within forty-eight (48) hours of
acute onset, and the intravenous use of thrombolytic thera-
pies within three (3) hours of acute onset have contributed
to the reduction seen in the morbidity and mortality of acute
stoke patients. While these therapies have shown favorable
results, all of these therapeutic procedures require that the
patient is treated immediately after or within a short time of
stroke onset in order to prevent or minimize neuron death.
Accordingly, a need exists to extend the window of time
during which the penumbra is viable, and thus the time
during which the thrombolytic therapy may be effective, in
order to further improve efficacy of the procedures and
reduce associated complication rates.

[0010] There is currently little understanding of how to
use prophylactic therapies in patients suffering from an acute
ischemic stroke. For example, the rigid time window where
the penumbral region remains viable greatly limits the
availability of thrombolytic treatment in the majority of
cases. Further, for more than two (2) decades, neurologists
have sought a drug that protects ischemic brain tissue from
cell death with little success; the list of pharmaceuticals
tested in Phase 1I and Phase III trials is extensive, yet none
have proved effective in humans. Other neuroprotective
agents such as radical scavengers, calcium antagonists,
sodium or potassium channel blockers, cell membrane sta-
bilizers, anti-inflammatory agents, anti-adhesion molecules,
and glycine-, AMPA- and serotonin-receptor antagonists
have proven to significantly reduce the infarct volume in
animal models, yet also were found ineffective in clinical
trials. One reason such pharmaceutical and/or thrombolytic
therapies have been found ineffective in humans is that it is
unlikely that the drugs, especially neuroprotective agents,
can reach high enough pharmacological levels in the pen-
umbral region to prevent the progression of tissue damage
therein prior to the onset of cellular death. Accordingly, the
combination of neuroprotective drug therapies and throm-
bolytic treatments in particular may be mandatory to over-
come these hurdles within the short three (3) hour window
where the cells remain viable.

[0011] One technique that has not conventionally been
applied in the treatment of stroke victims is retrograde
cerebral perfusion (“RCP”) therapies. RCP has been applied
for more than a decade in connection with aortic arch
surgeries requiring hypothermic circulatory arrest. One of
the first uses of RCP was reported in 1994, for periods
lasting between twenty-seven (27) and eighty-one (81) min-
utes. All of the patients who were the subjects of that study
returned to consciousness within four (4) hours of the
procedure and there was no record of detectable neurologic
defects that arose postoperatively. As previously noted, since
these initial trials, RCP has been used extensively in con-
nection with similar procedures. Recent clinical reports
suggest that circulation management using RCP in combi-
nation with hypothermic circulatory arrest has even

May 21, 2020

decreased the overall rate of stroke and operative mortality
associated with aortic arch operations.

[0012] The advantages of RCP for use in connection with
aortic arch surgeries have been well delineated, such as
continuous delivery of metabolic substrates to the brain
(e.g., oxygen and other cellular nutrients), removal of toxic
metabolites and possible embolism (i.e. air or particulates),
and better preservation of uniform hypothermia. Further,
other theoretical advantages of RCP have been suggested,
such as flushing of gaseous or atheromatous debris and the
ease of establishment without the need for any additional
cannulas.

[0013] Although RCP has been very successful for
patients undergoing circulatory arrest in surgery, a bridge
reperfusion therapy used in conjunction with thrombolytics
and/or other pharmaceuticals for stroke patients does not
currently exist. Accordingly, a need exists for a device,
system and method for providing stroke patients with suf-
ficient blood flow to the penumbra in order to nourish the
brain tissue such that thrombolytic or other pharmaceutical
agents are provided with a sufficient amount of time in
which they can establish the necessary pharmacological
concentrations in the area of interest and effectively perform
the intended pharmacological function.

BRIEF SUMMARY

[0014] Devices and systems are described for providing
retroperfusion and autoretroperfusion therapies to a brain. In
certain embodiments, a catheter for controlling blood per-
fusion pressure is provided. The catheter comprises a body,
at least one expandable balloon and at least one sensor
coupled with the body. The body of the catheter comprises
a proximal open end, a distal end, a lumen extending
between the proximal open end and the distal end, and a
plurality of orifices disposed thereon. Each of the orifices is
in fluid communication with the lumen of the catheter body.
In at least one embodiment, the body of the catheter is
configured for placement within a venous vessel. Further,
the lumen of the body may optionally be configured to
slidably receive at least one guidewire therethrough, and the
distal end of the body may be configured to allow the at least
one guidewire to extend therethrough.

[0015] Each of the at least one expandable balloons of the
catheter is coupled with the body and comprises an interior
that is in fluid communication with the lumen. Further, each
expandable balloon is adapted to move between an
expanded configuration and a deflated configuration. The
body of the catheter may further comprise one or more pores
disposed thereon to facilitate fluid communication between
the lumen and the interior of teach of the at least one
expandable balloons. In this embodiment, each of the at least
one expandable balloons may be adapted to move from the
deflated configuration to the expanded configuration when a
fluid flows through the lumen of the body, through the one
or more pores, and into the interior of the expandable
balloon.

[0016] Each of the at least one sensors of the catheter is
coupled with the distal end of the body and adapted to gather
data relating to a fluid flowing through the lumen. Further,
in at least one embodiment, the at least one sensor is adapted
to transmit the gathered data to a remote device. The
transmission of gathered data to the remote device may be
achieved in various different manners. In at least one
embodiment, at least one of the at least one sensors is
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coupled with a sensor capable. The sensor capable may be
disposed within the interior of the lumen of the catheter such
that the sensor cable extends through the proximal end of the
body and is adapted to transmit the gathered data to the
remote device.

[0017] The catheter described herein may further com-
prise a sheath. The sheath comprises a proximal end, a distal
end, and an interior. In at least one embodiment, the interior
of the sheath is configured to slidably receive the body of the
catheter therein.

[0018] A flow unit for regulating the flow and pressure of
a fluid is also described herein. The flow unit comprises an
elongated body having an open proximal end, an open distal
end, an interior extending between the open proximal end
and the open distal end. The flow unit further comprises a
chamber surrounding at least a portion of the elongated
body. The chamber comprises an interior and at least one
port in fluid communication with the interior of the chamber
which is adapted to couple with a fluid source. The chamber
of the flow unit is adapted to expand and deflate. In at least
one embodiment, the section of the interior of the elongated
body associated with the portion surrounded by the chamber
comprises a first diameter when the chamber is deflated and
a second diameter when the chamber is expanded. Here, the
second diameter is less than the first diameter, such that the
chamber reduces the size of the interior of the elongated
body when the chamber is expanded. Further, the interior of
the chamber may be adapted to exert a compressive force on
the portion of the elongated body surrounded thereby.
[0019] The flow unit further comprises at least one sensor
disposed at or near the distal end of the elongated body of
the flow unit. Each of the at least one sensors is adapted to
gather data relating to the fluid flowing through the interior
of the elongated body. In at least one embodiment of the flow
unit, one or more of the at least one sensors is adapted to
transmit the gathered data to a remote device. For example,
and without limitation, the at least one sensor may be
electronically coupled via a wire with the remote device.
[0020] In certain embodiments, the remote device may
comprise a computer or any other processor known in the
art. The remote device may be in communication with the
fluid source coupled with the interior of the chamber via the
at least one port. In at least one embodiment, the fluid source
is adapted to inject or withdraw fluid—which may be a
liquid or a gas—from the interior of the chamber in response
to the gathered data received from the at least one sensor of
the flow unit.

[0021] Systems for providing a retroperfusion therapy to a
venous vessel comprising the above-described components
are also provided herein. Specifically, a system for providing
a retroperfusion therapy to a venous vessel comprises the
catheter for controlling blood perfusion pressure and the
flow unit for regulating the flow and pressure of a fluid, both
of which are described above. In operation, the open distal
end of the flow unit is coupled with the open proximal end
of the body of the catheter such that fluid communication is
established between the lumen of the catheter and the
interior of the elongated body of the flow unit.

[0022] The system may further comprise a source of
arterial blood flow comprising a proximal end, a distal end
and an interior extending between the proximal end and the
distal end. The distal end of the source of arterial blood flow
is configured to couple with the proximal end of the elon-
gated body of the flow unit. Each of the proximal end, the
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distal end and the interior of the source of arterial blood flow
is configured to allow arterial blood to flow therethrough.
[0023] The remote device of the system may be in com-
munication with the fluid source coupled with the flow unit.
Further, the remote device may be adapted to receive the
gathered data from the at least one sensor of the flow umt
and process the gathered data to ascertain if the gathered
data falls within one or more parameters. For example, in at
least one embodiment, the one or more parameters may
comprise flow rate of a fluid flowing through the interior of
the elongated body of the flow unit, pressure of the fluid
flowing through the interior of the elongated body of the
flow unit, and/or perfusion rate of the fluid into the venous
vessel. In at least one embodiment, the remote device is also
adapted to automatically affect the flow of fluid to or from
the fluid source when the gathered data falls outside of the
one or more parameters.

[0024] The system may further comprise a connection
assembly for providing a sterile environment. In at least one
embodiment, the connection assembly comprises a cover, at
least one valve in fluid communication with the cover, and
at least one flushing port in fluid communication with the gas
supply and the cover. The cover of the connection assembly
comprises a body portion, a limb component extending from
the body portion, and an interior extending between the body
portion and the limb component. In at least one embodiment,
the cover is corrugated. The interior of the cover configured
to encase the distal end of the elongated body of the flow unit
and the proximal end of the body of the catheter therein and
further is in fluid communication with the at least one
flushing port and the at least one valve of the connection
assembly. Furthermore, the interior of the cover may be
adapted to slidably receive at least one guidewire there-
through.

[0025] The at least one valve of the connection assembly
is adapted to drain gas from within the interior of the cover.
The at least one valve may optionally be adapted to auto-
matically drain gas from within the interior of the cover
when the pressure within the interior of the cover is greater
than a set value. Furthermore, in at least one embodiment,
the at least one valve comprises a one-way valve.

[0026] Kits comprising the above-described system are
also disclosed herein. For example, in at least one embodi-
ment, a kit comprising the following is described: a catheter
for controlling blood perfusion pressure, the catheter com-
prising a body having a proximal open end, a distal end, a
lumen extending between the proximal open end and the
distal end, and a plurality of orifices disposed thereon, each
of the orifices in fluid communication with the lumen, and
at least one expandable balloon, each of the at least one
expandable balloons coupled with the body, having an
interior that is in fluid communication with the lumen and
adapted to move between an expanded configuration and a
deflated configuration; and a flow unit for regulating the
flow and pressure of a fluid, the flow unit comprising an
elongated body having an open proximal end, an open distal
end, an interior extending between the open proximal end
and the open distal end, and a chamber surrounding at least
a portion of the elongated body, the chamber adapted to
expand and deflate and comprising an interior and at least
one port, the at least one port in fluid communication with
the interior of the chamber and adapted to couple with a fluid
source, and at least one sensor coupled with the distal end of
the elongated body, each of the at least one sensors adapted
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to gather data and transmit the gathered data to a remote
device. The kit may additionally comprise at least one
guidewire and/or the connection assembly described herein
for providing a sterile environment.

[0027] Methods for delivering a retroperfusion therapy to
an ischemic area of a brain are also provided herein. In at
least one embodiment, such a method comprises the steps of:
identifying the location of a penumbral region within a
brain; re-routing arterial blood flow from an artery into the
proximal end of a first catheter for receiving arterial blood
flow, the first catheter comprising a proximal end for receiv-
ing the arterial blood flow, a distal end for allowing the
arterial blood flow to flow therethrough and an interior
extending between the proximal end and the distal end,
inserting a first guidewire into a vein and advancing the
guidewire through the vein into the penumbral region of the
brain; advancing a second catheter over the first guidewire,
through the vein and into the penumbral region of the brain,
the second catheter comprising an open proximal end, a
distal end, an interior extending between the open proximal
end and the distal end, and a plurality of orifices disposed
thereon, each of the orifices in fluid communication with the
interior of the second catheter; coupling the proximal end of
the second catheter with a flow unit, the flow unit compris-
ing an elongated body having an open proximal end con-
figured to couple with the distal end of the first catheter, an
open distal end configured to couple with the open proximal
end of the second catheter, an interior extending between the
open proximal end and the open distal end and configured to
allow arterial blood to flow therethrough, and a chamber
coupled with the elongated body and configured to regulate
the flow rate and pressure of the arterial blood flow flowing
through the interior of the flow unit; coupling the distal end
of the first catheter with the proximal end of the flow umt
such that the interior of the first catheter and the interior of
the flow unit are in fluid communication; supplying the
penumbral region of the brain with arterial blood flow by
allowing the arterial blood to flow in a pulsatile fashion
through the first catheter, into and through the interior of the
flow unit, into and through the second catheter, and into the
vein at the location within the penumbral region; and
regulating the pressure and flow rate of the arterial blood
flowing through the interior of the elongated body of the
flow unit through operation of the chamber.

[0028] In certain embodiments of the method, the interior
of the flow unit may comprise a diameter. In this embodi-
ment, the step of regulating the pressure and flow rate of the
arterial blood flowing through the interior of the elongated
body of the flow unit through operation of the chamber may
additionally comprise adjusting the diameter of the interior
of the elongated body of the flow unit to affect the pressure
and/or flow rate of the arterial blood flowing therethrough.

[0029] Further, in at least one embodiment of the method,
the flow unit further comprises at least one sensor disposed
at or near the open distal end of the elongated body and the
first catheter further comprises at least one sensor disposed
at or near the distal end thereof. Here, each of the at least one
sensors is adapted to gather data and transmit the gathered
data to a remote device. In this at least one embodiment, the
method may further comprise the step of using the remote
device to monitor the data gathered by the at least one sensor
of the flow unit and the at least one sensor of the first
catheter. Additionally, at least one embodiment of the
method further comprises the step of processing the gathered
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data from the flow unit and the second catheter to ascertain
if the gathered data falls within one or more programmed
parameters.

[0030] The second catheter of the method may further
comprise at least one expandable balloon, each of the at least
one expandable balloons coupled with the first catheter,
having an interior in fluid communication with the interior
of the second catheter through one or more pores and
adapted to move between an expanded configuration and a
deflated configuration. In this at least one embodiment,
wherein when the at least one balloon of the second catheter
is in the expanded configuration, the at least one balloon of
the second catheter occludes the vein and prevents antegrade
flow of the arterial blood therethrough. Additionally, at least
one embodiment of the method described herein further
comprises the step of moving the at least one balloon of the
second catheter from the deflated configuration to the
expanded configuration in accordance with the pulsatile flow
of the arterial blood through the interior of the second
catheter.

[0031] In certain embodiments, the step of regulating the
pressure and flow rate of the arterial blood flowing through
the interior of the elongated body of the flow unit through
operation of the chamber is automatically initiated by the
remote device when the gathered data falls outside of the one
or more programmed parameters. Further, the interior of the
elongated body of the flow unit may comprise a diameter
and the chamber of the flow unit surrounding at least a
portion of the elongated body of the flow unit may comprises
an interior defining a volume, and may be adapted to expand
when the volume is increased and deflate when the volume
is decreased; and the step of regulating the pressure and flow
rate of the arterial blood flowing through the interior of the
elongated body of the flow unit through operation of the
chamber further may comprise adjusting the volume of the
interior of the chamber such that the chamber compresses a
section of the interior of the elongated body associated with
the portion surrounded by the chamber thereby reducing the
diameter of the interior of the elongated body.

[0032] The methods described herein may further com-
prise the step of defining an inherent pressure and flow cycle
of the arterial blood flowing through the flow unit and
establishing a sequence of injecting and withdrawing fluid
from the interior of the chamber of the flow unit. Alterna-
tively or additionally, the methods may further comprise the
step of delivering a pharmaceutical agent to the brain.
[0033] In at least one embodiment of the method, the step
of coupling the proximal end of the second catheter with a
flow unit may be performed in a sterile environment pro-
vided by the connection assembly previously described
herein. Here, the step of the method comprising coupling the
proximal end of the second catheter with a flow unit may be
performed in a sterile environment provided by a connection
assembly comprises flushing the interior of the cover with a
sterile gas. Furthermore, in at least one embodiment, the at
least one valve of the connection assembly is adapted to
automatically drain gas from within the interior of the cover
when pressure within the interior of the cover is greater than
a set value and the method further comprises the step of
maintaining the pressure within the interior of the cover
through operation of at least one of the at least one valves.
Further, in the at least one embodiment of the connection
assembly where the interior of the cover is configured to
receive one or more guidewires therethrough, the method
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may further comprise the steps of inserting a second guide-
wire into a vein; advancing the second guidewire through
the vein into a location proximate to the flow unit and the
open proximal end of the second catheter; and advancing the
connection assembly over the second guidewire, through the
vein and to the location.

[0034] In those embodiments of the system further com-
prising the sheath, the method may further comprise the step
of sliding the sheath over the second catheter such that one
or more of the plurality of orifices are blocked and arterial
blood flow is prevented from flowing through the blocked
orifice(s).

[0035] In various catheters, flow units, systems, kits and/
or methods of the present disclosure, the catheters, flow
units, systems, and/or kits comprising the same and/or
components of the same, further comprise a regional hypo-
thermia system of the present disclosure operably coupled
thereto, the regional hypothermia system operable to reduce
and/or regulate the temperature of a fluid flowing there-
through, such as blood, and/or operable to reduce and/or
regulate the temperature of a vessel, a tissue, and/or an organ
at or near the blood. In other embodiments, the regional
hypothermia system comprises a heat exchanger configured
to reduce and/or regulate the temperature of the fluid. In
various embodiments, one or more components of the
regional hypothermia system uses a cooling product to
reduce and/or regulate the temperature of the fluid. In any
number of embodiments, the devices further comprise one
or more temperature sensors coupled thereto, the one or
more temperature sensors operable to detect a temperature
of the blood, the vessel, the tissue, and/or the organ. In
various embodiments, the devices further comprise a remote
module in wired or wireless communication with the one or
more temperature sensors, the remote module operable to
and configured to receive the detected temperature(s) and
process the same to regulate, reduce, and/or increase the
temperature of the blood, the vessel, the tissue, and/or the
organ by way of altering the operation of the regional
hypothermia system.

[0036] In at least one embodiment of a hypothermia kit of
the present disclosure, the hypothermia kit comprises a
regional hypothermia system of the present disclosure, and
a catheter, flow unit, system, and/or kit comprising the same
and/or components of the same. In various embodiments, the
hypothermia kit is useful to treat a condition of a mammalian
tissue and/or organ by way of reducing blood, other fluid,
tissue, and/or organ temperature and/or regulating the tem-
perature of the same.

[0037] In at least one embodiment of a system for pro-
viding a retroperfusion therapy to a venous vessel (a system)
of the present disclosure, the system comprises a catheter for
controlling blood perfusion pressure, the catheter compris-
ing a body having a proximal open end, a distal end, a lumen
extending between the proximal open end and the distal end,
and a plurality of orifices disposed thereon, each of the
orifices in fluid communication with the lumen, and at least
one expandable balloon, each of the at least one expandable
balloons coupled with the body, having an interior that is in
fluid communication with the lumen, and adapted to move
between an expanded configuration and a deflated configu-
ration, and a flow unit for regulating the flow and pressure
of a bodily fluid, and a regional hypothermia system opet-
ably coupled to the catheter, the regional hypothermia
system operable to reduce and/or regulate a temperature of
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the bodily fluid flowing therethrough. In another embodi-
ment, the regional hypothermia system is further operable to
reduce and/or regulate a temperature of a portion of a
mammalian body, the portion selected from the group con-
sisting of a vessel, a tissue, and an organ. In yet another
embodiment, the regional hypothermia system comprises a
heat exchanger configured to reduce and/or regulate the
temperature of the bodily fluid. In an additional embodi-
ment, one or more components of the regional hypothermia
system uses a cooling product to reduce and/or regulate the
temperature of the bodily fluid. In yet an additional embodi-
ment, the system further comprises one or more temperature
sensors coupled to the device, the one or more temperature
sensors operable to detect the temperature of the bodily
fluid.

[0038] In at least one embodiment of a system for pro-
viding a retroperfusion therapy to a venous vessel (a system)
of the present disclosure, the regional hypothermia system
further comprises a remote module in wired or wireless
communication with the one or more temperature sensors,
the remote module operable to and configured to receive the
detected temperature(s) and process the same to regulate,
reduce, and/or increase the temperature of the bodily fluid by
way of altering an operation of the regional hypothermia
system. In an additional embodiment, the system further
comprises an arterial blood flow device comprising a proxi-
mal end, a distal end configured to couple with the proximal
end of the elongated body of the flow unit, and an interior
extending between the proximal end and the distal end, the
proximal end, the distal end and the interior each configured
to allow arterial blood to flow therethrough. In yet an
additional embodiment, the flow unit comprises an elon-
gated body having an open proximal end, an open distal end
coupled with the open proximal end of the body of the
catheter, an interior extending between the open proximal
end and the open distal end of the elongated body, and a
chamber surrounding at least a portion of the elongated
body, the chamber adapted to expand and deflate and com-
prising an interior and at least one port in fluid communi-
cation with the interior of the chamber and adapted to couple
with a fluid source, and at least one sensor disposed at or
near the distal end of the elongated body, each of the at least
one sensors adapted to gather data from the fluid flowing
through the interior of the elongated body; and In another
embodiment, at least one of the at least one sensors of the
flow unit is adapted to transmit the gathered data to a remote
device. In yet another embodiment, the system further
comprises a connection assembly for providing a sterile
environment, the connection assembly comprising a cover
comprising a body portion, a limb component extending
from the body portion, and an interior extending between the
body portion and the limb component, the interior config-
ured to encase the distal end of the elongated body of the
flow unit and the proximal end of the body of the catheter
therein, at least one flushing port in fluid communication
with a gas supply and the interior of the cover, and at least
one valve in fluid communication with the interior of the
cover, the at least one valve adapted to drain gas from within
the interior of the cover.

[0039] In at least one embodiment of a system for pro-
viding a retroperfusion therapy to a venous vessel (a system)
of the present disclosure, the system comprises a catheter for
controlling blood perfusion pressure, the catheter compris-
ing a body having a proximal open end, a distal end, a lumen
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extending between the proximal open end and the distal end,
and a plurality of orifices disposed thereon, each of the
orifices in fluid communication with the lumen, and at least
one expandable balloon, each of the at least one expandable
balloons coupled with the body, having an interior that is in
fluid communication with the lumen, and adapted to move
between an expanded configuration and a deflated configu-
ration, a flow unit for regulating the flow and pressure of a
bodily fluid, the flow unit comprising an elongated body
having an open proximal end, an open distal end coupled
with the open proximal end of the body of the catheter, an
interior extending between the open proximal end and the
open distal end of the elongated body, and a chamber
surrounding at least a portion of the elongated body, the
chamber adapted to expand and deflate and comprising an
interior and at least one port in fluid communication with the
interior of the chamber and adapted to couple with a fluid
source, and at least one sensor disposed at or near the distal
end of the elongated body, each of the at least one sensors
adapted to gather data from the bodily fluid flowing through
the interior of the elongated body, and a regional hypother-
mia system operably coupled to the catheter and/or the flow
unit, the regional hypothermia system operable to reduce
and/or regulate a temperature of the bodily fluid flowing
through the system. In another embodiment, the system
further comprises a source of arterial blood flow comprising
a proximal end, a distal end configured to couple with the
proximal end of the elongated body of the flow unit, and an
interior extending between the proximal end and the distal
end, the proximal end, the distal end and the interior each
configured to allow arterial blood to flow therethrough. In
yet another embodiment, at least one of the at least one
sensors of the flow unit is adapted to transmit the gathered
data to a remote device. In an additional embodiment, the
catheter further comprises at least one sensor coupled with
the distal end of the body, each of the at least one sensors
adapted to gather data on the bodily fluid flowing through
the lumen of the catheter and transmit the gathered data to
a remote device.

[0040] In at least one embodiment of a system for pro-
viding a retroperfusion therapy to a venous vessel (a system)
of the present disclosure, the regional hypothermia system
comprises a heat exchanger configured to reduce and/or
regulate the temperature of the bodily fluid. In another
embodiment, the system further comprises one or more
temperature sensors coupled to the catheter and/or the flow
unit, the one or more temperature sensors operable to detect
the temperature of the bodily fluid.

[0041] In at least one embodiment of a flow unit for
regulating the flow and pressure of a fluid (a flow unit) of the
present disclosure, the flow unit comprises an elongated
body having an open proximal end, an open distal end, an
interior extending between the open proximal end and the
open distal end, and a chamber surrounding at least a portion
of the elongated body, the chamber adapted to expand and
deflate and comprising an interior and at least one port in
fluid communication with the interior of the chamber and
adapted to couple with a fluid source, and at least one sensor
disposed at or near the distal end of the elongated body, each
of the at least one sensors adapted to gather data relating to
a bodily fluid flowing through the interior of the elongated
body, wherein the flow unit is configured to be coupled to a
catheter for controlling blood perfusion pressure, and
wherein the flow unit is further configured for operation in
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connection with a regional hypothermia system operably
coupled to the catheter and/or the flow unit, the regional
hypothermia system operable to reduce and/or regulate a
temperature of the bodily fluid flowing therethrough. In an
additional embodiment, one or more of the at least one
sensors is adapted to transmit the gathered data to a remote
device. In yet an additional embodiment, a section of the
interior of the elongated body associated with the portion
surrounded by the chamber comprises a first diameter when
the chamber is deflated and a second diameter when the
chamber in expanded, the second diameter being less than
the first diameter. In another embodiment, when the chamber
is expanded, the interior of the chamber is adapted to exert
a compressive force on the portion of elongated body
surrounded thereby.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0042] FIG. 1 shows a side view of one embodiment of a
catheter for delivering arterial blood within a venous vessel.
[0043] FIG. 2 shows a side view of the distal end of the
catheter of FIG. 1.

[0044] FIG. 3 shows the catheter of FIG. 1 coupled with
a sheath.
[0045] FIG. 4 shows a schematic view of a flow unit for

use in connection with the catheter of FIG. 1 to achieve
regulation of arterial blood flow and pressure.

[0046] FIG. 5 shows a retroperfusion system for providing
a retroperfusion therapy to an ischemic area of a brain.
[0047] FIGS. 6A and 6B show cross-sectional views of the
flow unit of FIG. 4 wherein the chamber thereof is in an
inflated configuration (FIG. 6A) and in a deflated configu-
ration (FIG. 6B).

[0048] FIG. 7 shows a schematic view of the retroperfu-
sion system of FIG. § further comprising a connection
assembly.

[0049] FIG. 8 shows a side view of the retroperfusion
system of FIG. 7 as applied to a brain.

[0050] FIG. 9 shows a flow chart of a method for laparo-
scopically delivering the retroperfusion system of FIG. 7 to
a targeted cerebral vein in order to provide retroperfusion
therapy thereto.

[0051] FIG. 10A shows a side view of at least one embodi-
ment of a catheter for delivering arterial blood within a
venous vessel.

[0052] FIG. 10B shows a cross sectional view of the distal
end of the catheter of FIG. 10A.

[0053] FIG. 11 shows a side view of a retroperfusion
system for providing a retroperfusion therapy to an ischemic
area of a brain.

[0054] FIG. 12 shows a flow chart of a method for
percutaneously delivering the retroperfusion system of FIG.
11 to a targeted cerebral vein in order to provide retroper-
fusion therapy thereto; and

[0055] FIG. 13 shows a block diagram of a regional
hypothermia system and kit used in connection with an
exemplary device or system of the present disclosure.
[0056] FIG. 14 shows representative experimental tracing
obtained from the subendocardial temperature probe show-
ing regional decrease in temperature when retroperfusion
was instituted, and later increase in temperature when ret-
roperfusion was culminated (balloon deflation);

[0057] FIG. 15A shows ST-segment changes in response
to the initial ischemic insult (LAD occlusion) followed by
treatment (SARP and MH-SARP) and reperfusion;
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[0058] FIG. 15B shows arrhythmic events, namely the
frequency of arrhythmic events in the control, normothet-
mia, and hypothermia groups during the reperfusion period,
wherein * indicates a significance between control and
normothermia groups and wherein T indicates significance
between control and hypothermia groups;

[0059] FIG. 16 shows cardiac troponin (cTnl) levels over
time in the control, normothermia, and hypothermia groups,
wherein * indicates significance between control and nor-
mothermia groups, and wherein 1 indicates significance
between control and hypothermia groups;

[0060] FIG. 17A shows the relative expression of miR-1/
miR-16, and FIG. 17B shows the miR-133a/miR-16 in the
control, normothermia, and hypothermia groups at baseline
and 90 minutes, wherein * indicates significance between
baseline and 90 minutes in the control group;

[0061] FIG. 18A shows the infarcted area (relative to the
area at risk) in the control, normothermia, and hypothermia
groups, and FIG. 18B Myocardial sections from control
(left), normothermia (central), and hypothermia (right)
groups double-stained with Evans blue and TTC demarcat-
ing area of infarction, wherein * indicates significance
between control and normothermia groups, and wherein
indicates significance between control and hypothermia
groups.

[0062] FIGS. 19A, 19B, 19C, and 19D show representa-
tive histological samples stained for the reperfusion injury
marker caspase-3 (red) in healthy viable myocardium (FIG.
19A) and control (FIG. 19B), normothermia (FIG. 19C) and
hypothermia (FIG. 19D) groups.

[0063] FIGS. 20A, 20B, and 20C show indices of cardiac
metabolism in response to SARP and MH-SARP, with
levation in effluent oxygen (FIG. 19A) during retroperfusion
supports conversion to anaerobic glycolysis and ischemic
metabolism as evidenced by increases in glucose uptake
(FIG. 19B) and lactate release (FIG. 19C) across the treated
myocardium, wherein * indicates significance between nor-
mothermia and control; wherein 1 indicates significance
between hypothermia and control; wherein § indicates sig-
nificance after 5 min of therapy in the normothermia and
hypothermia groups relative to their baseline values; and
wherein ** indicates significance after 30 min of therapy in
the normothermia and hypothermia groups relative to their
baseline values.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0064] Reference will now be made to the embodiments
illustrated in the drawings and specific language will be used
to describe the same. It will nevertheless be understood that
no limitation of scope is intended by the description of these
embodiments.

[0065] The devices, systems and methods described herein
provide for a bridge therapy that is capable of supplying a
patient’s own oxygenated arterial blood to the compromised
penumbral region of the brain via cerebral pulsatile venous
retroperfusion. In this manner, the devices, systems and
methods described herein facilitate the provision of oxygen-
rich blood to the penumbra and thereby extend the window
during which the penumbral cells remain viable. Extending
the window of viability of the penumbra allows for the use
of several new therapies for the treatment of stroke includ-
ing, without limitation, the delivery of neuroprotective
agents and thrombolytic drugs to the cerebral venous system
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as the agents and drugs will be allowed a sufficient period of
time to become pharmaceutically effective.

[0066] The normal human brain weighs about 1,500 grams
and contains about 75 milliliters of blood. Of the 75 milli-
liters of blood, only about ten (10) to twenty (20) milliliters
is arterial. Accordingly, the vast majority of the blood within
the brain is venous blood (between about fifty-five (55) and
about sixty (60) milliliters). This large amount of venous
blood provides significant surface area for delivery and
transport of oxygen and other nutrients through the venous
system. Furthermore, unlike the heart, the venous system of
the brain is not a single outlet system and contains many
more vessels that are largely interconnected. This unique
physiology facilitates the prevention of edema during selec-
tive retroperfusion techniques.

[0067] At rest and normothermia, the brain of an awake
subject typically receives blood flow between about 45 to 60
milliliters per 100 grams of brain tissue per minute at a
perfusion pressure of greater than about 70 mmHg. Further,
the maximum pressure that cerebral capillaries are normally
subjected to is about 30 mmHg with a mean of about 22
mmHg. As a general consideration, under physiologic con-
ditions capillary pressures beyond 25 mmHg can lead to
complications such as tissue edema. Similarly, during a
retrograde cerebral perfusion (“RCP”) procedure, it is con-
ventionally recommended that the RCP pressure does not
exceed 25 mmHg. However, because RCP pressure is mea-
sured in the large veins, it does not accurately represent the
pressure in the related capillary systems. For example, a
RCP pressure measuring 25 mmHG within the large veins
will be significantly lower in the related capillaries. Accord-
ingly, the conventionally recommended RCP pressure of less
than 25 mmHg used in conventional RCP therapies is
considered insufficient for opening up the cerebral microve-
ssels and providing an adequate blood supply thereto. Fur-
thermore, conventional RCP pressures are likely to cause
maldistribution of blood throughout the brain due, at least in
part, to the sudden loss of cerebral perfusion pressure
associated with conversion of antegrade to retrograde per-
fusion, which may lead to the collapse of the cortical veins
and an increased resistance to opening of the cerebrovenous
vessels. For these reasons a retrograde perfusion pressure of
greater than about 25 mmHg may not necessarily cause
tissue edema and some clinical reports suggest that main-
taining RCP at relatively high perfusion pressures (e.g.,
greater than about 25 mmHg) appears to be safe, with
evidence of good clinical outcomes and no evidence of
either cerebral edema or hemorrhage. While the devices,
systems and methods described herein subject the cerebral
venous system to such higher RCP pressures, characteristics
of the devices, systems and methods described herein pro-
vide safeguards against overloading the cerebral venous
system.

[0068] Now referring to FIG. 1, a schematic view of a
retroperfusion catheter 10 is shown. As the various embodi-
ments of the catheter 10 will be described in connection with
the provision of retrograde cerebral perfusion therapy to a
brain, it will be understood that the catheter 10 is not limited
to use in connection with the brain and may be applied to any
other areas of the body where the characteristics and/or
configuration of the catheter 10 may be useful.

[0069] The catheter 10 is configured to be placed within a
venous vessel and comprises a flexible, elongated tube
having a proximal end 12, a distal end 14, and a body 16
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having a lumen 18. The catheter 10 may be comprised of any
suitable material known in the medical arts and the dimen-
sions of the catheter 10 may vary depending on the particu-
lars of the specific patient or with respect to the vein to be
cannulated. For example and without limitation, the catheter
10 may be configured for insertion within the cerebral
venous system to facilitate retrograde cerebral perfusion
techniques. Furthermore, the catheter 10 may be coated with
heparin or any other suitable anti-coagulant such that the
catheter 10 may be placed within a vessel for an extended
period of time without inhibiting the blood flow there-
through due to coagulation.

[0070] As shown in FIG. 1, the catheter 10 may comprise
a tapered configuration to facilitate advancement of the
distal end 14 of the catheter 10 into the venous capillaries of
the cerebrum or any other narrow vessels as may be appro-
priate. While one example of the tapered configuration of the
catheter 10 is shown in FIG. 1, it will be appreciated that the
catheter 10 may be configured in any manner, tapered or
otherwise, that allows the distal end 14 of the catheter 10 to
be advanced through a blood vessel having a decreasing
diameter.

[0071] The proximal end 12 of the catheter 10 is open and
in fluid communication with the lumen 18 of the body 16.
The proximal end 12 of the catheter 10 may be configured
in any fashion so long as arterial blood is allowed to flow
therethrough and into the lumen 18 of the catheter 10. For
example, in the at least one embodiment shown in FIG. 1,
the proximal end 12 is configured as a female connector
comprising a connector ring 22. Similarly, the distal end 14
of the catheter 10 is configured to allow blood within the
lumen 18 to flow out of the catheter 10. Accordingly, when
the catheter 10 is positioned within a venous vessel and
supplied with arterial blood, the oxygenated arterial blood is
allowed to flow into the catheter 10 through the proximal
end 12, through the Iumen 18, and out of the catheter 10
through the distal end 14 (as well as through a plurality of
orifices 20 which will be discussed in further detail herein).
As this is a retroperfusion technique, it will be understood
that the arterial blood being introduced into the vein through
the catheter 10 is flowing in a direction retrograde to the
normal flow of venous blood.

[0072] The distal end 14 of the catheter 10 is further
configured such that one or more guidewires 40 positioned
within the lumen 18 of the body 16 may be advanced
therethrough (see FIG. 2). In addition, the distal end 14
further comprises one or more sensors 24. While the one or
more sensors 24 are described herein as being positioned on
the distal end 14 of the catheter 10, it will be appreciated that
the one or more sensors 24 may be positioned anywhere on
the body 16 of the catheter 10.

[0073] Among other things. inclusion of the at least one
sensor 24 on the catheter 10 can provide information regard-
ing the pressure within the vein into which the catheter 10
is being inserted. In this manner, the at least one sensor 24
can assist a clinician in determining the severity of ischemic
damage to an affected area of the brain, as well as whether
or not the appropriate pressure drop in the retroperfused
arterial blood flow has been achieved upon initiation of the
retroperfusion therapy.

[0074] The one or more sensors 24 of the distal end 14
may comprise any sensor that may be useful in the medical
arts, such as and without limitation, sensors to measure the
flow rate within the vein of interest, pressure sensors, and/or
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sensors for measuring the pH, the partial pressure of carbon
dioxide within the vein or oxygen saturation, lactic acid
concentration, or temperature of the blood therein. The
inclusion of specific type(s) of sensors 24 on the distal end
14 of the catheter 10 may be determined on a case-by-case
basis, depending on the particular needs of the patient at
issue. For example and without limitation, the at least one
sensor 24 comprises a flow sensor to assist a clinician with
tailoring the flow rate within the perfused vein to a specific
value.

[0075] The at least one sensor 24 of the catheter 10 is
further capable of transmitting the data collected to an
external device. As shown in FIG. 1, one or more of the at
least one sensors 24 may be a wired device. In the at least
one embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the sensor 24 is coupled
with a sensor cable 26 for transmitting the data gathered by
the related sensor 24 to a remote module 270 (see FIG. 4).
The sensor cable 26 extends through the lumen 18, out of the
proximal end 12 of the catheter 10, and is coupled with the
remote module 270 that may either be implanted on the
patient subcutaneously or positioned remotely. In this man-
ner, the data gathered by each of the at least one sensors 24
can be transmitted through the sensor cable 26 to the remote
module 270 such that a clinician can view and/or ascertain
the same on a real-time basis or otherwise. Alternatively or
additionally, one or more of the at least one sensors 24 may
be capable of wirelessly communicating the data it has
gathered to the remote module 270 through the use of
telemetry technology, the internet, radio waves, or any other
wireless means. As such, wireless sensors 24 do not require
attachment to the sensor cable 26 and can wirelessly trans-
mit the gathered data to the remote module 270 without
being in physical or electrical contact therewith.

[0076] The body 16 of the catheter 10 extends between the
proximal and distal ends 12, 14 of the catheter 10 and
comprises a plurality of orifices 20 disposed along its length.
Each of the plurality of orifices 20 are in fluid communica-
tion with the lumen 18 of the catheter 10 such that when
arterial blood flows through the lumen 18 of the catheter 10,
a portion of the blood flows through the plurality of orifices
20 and into the cannulated vein. In this manner, the plurality
of orifices 20 of the catheter 10 facilitate the controlled
introduction of the oxygen-rich blood into the cerebral
venous system.

[0077] The specific number, size and placement of the
orifices 20 may be determined on a case-by-case basis
according to the pressure and/or the flow rate desired within
the cerebral venous system. For example and without limi-
tation, if a higher flow rate is desired, the body 16 of the
catheter 20 may comprise numerous orifices 20 each having
alarge diameter. Alternatively, if a lower flow rate is desired,
the body 16 of the catheter may not comprise as many
orifices 20 and/or each of the plurality of orifices 20 may
comprise a small diameter. In a similar fashion, the size,
position and number of orifices 20 may also have an affect
on the pressure within the cerebral vein in which the catheter
10 is inserted (i.e. the more arterial blood flow that is
allowed to flow therein, the higher the pressure within the
vein and vice versa).

[0078] As shown in FIG. 1, the catheter 10 may further
comprise one or more expandable balloons 30, 32 coupled
with an intermediary portion of the external surface of the
body 16 of the catheter 10 such that each of the expandable
balloons 30, 32 encases the catheter 10. In the at least one
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embodiment of the catheter 10 illustrated in FIG. 1, a first
expandable balloon 30 is coupled with the body 16 of the
catheter 10 at a first position and a second expandable
balloon 32 is coupled with the external surface of the body
16 of the catheter 10 at a second position. The second
expandable balloon 32 is positioned distally on the external
surface of the body 16 of the catheter 10 relative to the first
expandable balloon 30.

[0079] Each of the expandable balloons 30, 32 may com-
prise any expandable balloon that is appropriate for insertion
within a vessel and may comprise any material suitable for
this function including, without limitation, polyethylene,
latex, polyestherurethane, polyurethane, silastic, silicone
rubber or combinations thereof. In addition, the at least one
balloons 30, 32 may be coated with heparin or any other
suitable anti-coagulant such that the at least one expandable
balloon 30, 32 may be placed within a vessel without the risk
of coagulation. The size and configuration of each expand-
able balloon will differ between patients and applications. In
operation, the at least one expandable balloon 30, 32 can be
used to intermittently occlude the vein and prevent the
antegrade flow of blood therethrough and anchor the cath-
eter 10 in the desired position within a vessel wall.

[0080] The interiors of each of the at least one expandable
balloons 30, 32 are in fluid communication with the lumen
18 of the catheter 10. While it will be appreciated that this
can be achieved using various different means such as
valves, openings or other conduits, in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1, each of the balloons 30, 32 is positioned
on the body 16 of the catheter 10 at a location over one or
more pores 34 that traverse the external surface of the body
16 and are in fluid communication with the lumen 18 of the
catheter 10. Accordingly, as arterial blood flows through the
lumen of the catheter, a portion thereof necessarily flows
into the interior of each of at least one expandable balloons
30, 32 through the related pores 34. In this manner, each of
the balloons 30, 32 is capable of automatically moving from
a deflated to an expanded position when blood flows through
the lumen 18 of the catheter 10. Likewise, each of the
balloons 30, 32 is further capable of automatically moving
from the expanded position back to a deflated position when
the arterial blood flow through the lumen 18 of the catheter
10 either is not sufficient to maintain the balloons 30, 32 in
the expanded position or ceases altogether. In both of these
cases, when the pressure is not sufficient to maintain the
arterial blood within the interior of the at least one balloon
30, 32, the arterial blood drains back through the at least one
pore 34 in the body 16 of the catheter 10 and into the lumen
18 in accordance with the antegrade flow of blood through
the venous vessel.

[0081] With respect to use of the catheter 10 to provide
retrograde cerebral perfusion therapy for treatment of a
stroke or otherwise, the proximal end 12 of the catheter 10
is coupled with an arterial blood supply (as will be described
in further detail herein) such that the arterial blood is
injected into the lumen 18 of the catheter 10 through the
proximal end 12 thereof in synchrony with the patient’s
sinus rhythm. Accordingly, when oxygen-rich arterial blood
is pumped in a retrograde fashion into a venous vessel as a
result of the systolic contraction of the heart, the expandable
balloons 30, 32 of the catheter 10 each expand as the arterial
blood flows into the interiors thereof. As the expandable
balloons 30, 32 are positioned at different locations along the
body 16 of the catheter 10, the first balloon 30 may expand
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prior to the second balloon 32 depending on the flow rate
and pressure of the arterial blood flow moving through the
lumen 18 of the catheter 10.

[0082] The expansion of the expandable balloons 30, 32
occludes the venous vessel in which the catheter 10 is
inserted, prevents the normal antegrade flow of blood
through the venous vessel, and increases the pressure
therein. In this manner, the oxygen-rich arterial blood that
was delivered into the vessel through the plurality of orifices
20 and the distal end 14 of the catheter 10 at a location
upstream of the balloon occlusions is forced to remain
within the vein for a period of time and perfuse the sur-
rounding capillaries. Accordingly, the occlusion of the vein
by the at least one expanded balloon 30, 32 allows the
penumbral tissue vascularized by the venous vessel at issue
to benefit from the nutrients contained in the arterial blood.
[0083] Thereafter, during diastole when the arterial blood
is not actively pumped by the heart through the catheter 10,
the arterial blood pumped into the catheter 10 (and thus the
interiors of the balloons 30, 32) in the previous systolic cycle
drains back into the lumen 18 of the catheter 10 through the
one or more pores 34. This immediately reduces the pressure
within the interiors of the balloons 30, 32 and automatically
deflates the same. Due to the placement of the balloons 30,
32 on the body 16 of the catheter 10, the second balloon 32
may deflate or begin deflating before the first balloon 30 due
to the flow of arterial blood through the catheter 10 (i.e. in
succession). (It will be appreciated that the first and second
balloons 30, 32 may expand/deflate in succession or in
unison, depending on the forward pressure of the system). In
this manner, the expandable balloons 30, 32 no longer
occlude the vein and the antegrade flow of blood through the
venous vessel resumes. Accordingly, the venous blood and
the supplemented arterial blood within the vein is allowed to
drain out of the venous vessel in accordance with normal
antegrade flow and the pressure within the venous vessel is
reduced.

[0084] The rate at which the expandable balloons 30, 32 of
the catheter 10 automatically move between the expanded
and deflated positions can be manipulated pursuant to each
of the balloons’ 30, 32 pressure to volume ratio and/or the
size and number of pores 34 associated therewith. For
example, and without limitation, a clinician can manipulate
the configuration of either or both of the expandable bal-
loons 30, 32 (i.e. the thickness and/or elasticity of the
material comprising the expandable balloons 30, 32 and/or
the overall shape and size thereof) to achieve the desired
pressure to volume ratio. In this manner, the expandable
balloons 30, 32 are capable of automatically expanding at a
desired rate and to a desired size when a sufficient pressure
is exerted within their interiors by the influx of arterial
blood. In addition, the expandable balloons 30, 32 are also
capable of automatically deflating at a desired rate when the
pressure within the interiors of the balloons 30, 32 falls
below a predetermined threshold due to the outflow of
arterial blood.

[0085] As previously indicated, the configuration of the
one or more pores 34 may also be modified to achieve a
specific expansion and/or deflation rate. For example, the
size and/or number of the pore(s) 34 can be increased if a
faster expansion and/or deflation rate is desired, or the
pore(s) 34 may be decreased in size and/or number for a
slower, more controlled expansion and/or deflation rate. In
this manner, a clinician can ensure that the expandable
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balloons 30, 32 will expand to the appropriate size and
deflate therefrom within a desired timeframe and therefore
achieve the desired effect.

[0086] Now referring to FIG. 3, a side view of at least one
alternative embodiment of the catheter 10 is shown. In this
at least one embodiment, the catheter 10 further comprises
a sheath 150. The sheath 150 is configured to be placed
within a venous vessel over the catheter 10 and comprises a
semi-flexible, elongated tube having a proximal end (not
shown), a distal end 154 and a lumen configured to slidably
receive the body 16 of the catheter 10 therein. The sheath
150 may be comprised of any suitable material including,
without limitation, polyurethane, poly(tetrafluoroethylene)
or silicone rubber. Furthermore, the sheath 150 may be
coated with heparin or any other suitable anti-coagulant such
that the sheath 150 may be placed within a vessel without
inhibiting blood flow due to coagulation.

[0087] The dimensions of the sheath 150 may vary
depending on the particulars of a specific patient or with
respect to the vein to be cannulated, and are directly related
to the dimensions of the catheter 10. For example, the
diameter of the sheath 150 is such that while the lumen of
the sheath 150 is capable of slidably receiving the body 116
of the catheter 110 therein, the sheath 150 is tightly fit
around the body 116 of the catheter 10 when the sheath 150
is advanced there over. In this manner, when the sheath 150
1s advanced over a portion of the body 116 of the catheter 10,
the sheath 150 effectively seals the orifices 120 of the
catheter 10 that are positioned there under. In addition, the
sheath 150 is also capable of being advanced over the at least
one expandable balloons 130, 132 located at various posi-
tions on the body 116 of the catheter 10 when the expandable
balloons 130, 132 are in the deflated configuration. Accord-
ingly, a clinician can customize the flow of blood into the
venous vessel from within the lumen 118 of the catheter 10
by advancing or retracting the sheath 150 to either increase
or decrease, respectively, the amount of orifices 120 that are
available to allow blood to flow therethrough. In addition, by
advancing the sheath 150 over one or more of the at least one
balloons 130, 132, a clinician can decrease the number of
expandable balloons available to occlude the vein during
systole and thereby promote the blood within a particular
area of the vein to drain therefrom.

[0088] Due to the inherent pressure differences between
the arterial and venous systems, one of the main challenges
of successfully delivering retroperfusion therapies is that the
arterial blood pressure must be reduced prior to being
introduced into a vein due to the thinner and more fragile
anatomy of the venous walls. Indeed, subjecting a venous
vessel to the high pressures of arterial blood flow typically
results in rupture of the venous wall. Accordingly, with
retroperfusion therapies, it is critical to ensure that the
pressure of the arterial blood flow is at least initially con-
trolled such that the venous vessel is not subjected to the
unregulated pressure of the arterial blood flow.

[0089] Maintaining control of this pressure discrepancy is
especially important when retroperfusion therapy is applied
to the venous system of a brain. The tight normal range of
the brain’s intracranial pressure is due, at least in part, to its
enclosure within the cranium. Accordingly, even slight
deviations in the normal pressure within the brain’s venous
vessels can result in extremely problematic outcomes.
Accordingly, in addition to regulating the amount of blood
flow into the ischemic area of the brain, it is also necessary
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to regulate the pressure of the arterial blood prior to its
introduction into the venous system through the catheter 10.
[0090] Now referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, side views of an
autoretroperfusion system 200 are shown. With respect to
the brain, the autoretroperfusion system 200 may be used in
the treatment of stroke and, specifically, as a bridge therapy
to extend the viability of the penumbra region of the
ischemic brain tissue. As previously described with respect
to the catheter 10, the autoretroperfusion system 200 is
capable of providing arterial blood flow to an ischemic
region of a patient’s brain by injecting arterial blood in a
controlled manner in synchrony with the patient’s sinus
rhythm. Furthermore, the autoretroperfusion system 200 is
capable of controlling the pressure of the arterial blood flow
prior to introducing the same to the venous system of the
brain such that when the arterial blood flow is first intro-
duced to the vein, the pressure of the re-routed arterial blood
flow is already reduced such that the thinner venous vessels
are protected and the blood pressure is maintain within an
acceptable pressure range.

[0091] As illustrated in FIG. 5, the autoretroperfusion
system 200 comprises the catheter 10, a flow unit 210, and
a source of arterial blood flow 250. The catheter 10 is for
placement within the venous vessel of the brain and is
configured as previously described in connection with FIGS.
1-3. The flow unit 210 is configured for use in connection
with the catheter 10 and is responsible for regulating the
arterial blood pressure prior to its introduction into the
catheter 10. The source of arterial blood flow 250 is for
placement within an arterial vessel and is configured to
re-route at least a portion of the arterial blood flow within the
arterial vessel into the autoretroperfusion system 200 and
may comprise a catheter or other device as is known in the
art.

[0092] The flow unit 210 of the autoretroperfusion system
200 is responsible, at least in part, for the regulation of the
pressure of the arterial blood flow prior to its introduction
into the catheter 10 and ultimately the vein. The flow unit
210 comprises a proximal end 212, a distal end 214, a body
216 extending between the proximal and distal ends 212,
214, a chamber 220, and an interior 218 extending through
the chamber 220 and between the proximal and distal ends
212, 214 of the flow unit 210. Both the proximal end 212 and
the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 may comprise any
standard catheter materials that are suitable in the medical
arts. The proximal end 212 of the flow unit 210 is configured
to receive fluid therethrough and to allow such fluid to flow
into the interior 218 of the flow unit 210. In addition, the
proximal end 212 is configured to securely couple with the
source of arterial blood flow 250. The source of arterial
blood flow 250 and the proximal end 212 may be coupled in
any manner known in the art, provided a secure connection
is formed therebetween and arterial blood is allowed to
travel from the source of arterial blood flow 250 into the
interior 218 of the flow unit 210 through the proximal end
212 thereof.

[0093] The distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 comprises
an open end and is configured such that arterial blood can
flow therethrough. In addition, the distal end 214 of the flow
unit 210 is configured to securely couple with the proximal
end 12 of the catheter 10. For example and without limita-
tion, the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 may comprise
a male connector having a connector ring 222 such that the
distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 can securely mate with
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the female configuration and connector ring 22 of the
proximal end 12 of the catheter 10 (see FIG. 4). When the
flow unit 210 is coupled with the source of arterial blood
flow 250 and the catheter 10, the arterial blood is allowed to
flow into the flow unit 210 through the proximal end 212
thereof, through the interior 218 of the flow unit, and into the
lumen 18 of the catheter 10 through the distal end 214 of the
flow unit 210.

[0094] As shown in FIG. 4, the distal end 214 of the flow
unit 210 may further comprise at least one sensor 224
disposed therein. The at least one sensor 224 may be
disposed in any location within the distal end 214 of the flow
unit 210 so long as the at least one sensor 224 is capable of
gathering data on the flow of fluid traveling therethrough. As
shown in FIG. 4, in at least one embodiment, the at least one
sensor 224 may be disposed on the interior wall of the distal
end 214 and/or be tethered to the interior wall of the distal
end 214 such that the at least one sensor 224 is floating
within the arterial blood flowing through the interior 218 of
the flow unit 210.

[0095] The at least one sensor 224 may be used for
monitoring purposes and is capable of periodically or con-
tinuously collecting data from the arterial blood flowing
through the interior 218 of the flow unit 210. For example,
the at least one sensor 224 may be capable of monitoring the
pressure and/or flow rate of the arterial blood flowing
through the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210. Additionally,
one or more of the at least one sensors 224 may be used to
monitor the pH or the concentrations of carbon dioxide,
lactate or other compounds within the arterial blood, acti-
vating clotting time data, or any other data on the arterial
blood that may be useful. The inclusion of specific type(s) of
sensors 224 in the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 may
be determined on a case-by-case basis, depending on the
particular needs of the patient.

[0096] The at least one sensor 224 of the distal end 214 of
the flow unit 210 is further capable of transmitting the data
collected to an external device. In the at least one embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 4, the at least one sensor 224 is a wired
device. In this embodiment, the wire component of the
sensor travels through a sensory port 225 to a remote module
270 (which will be described in more detail herein). In this
at least one embodiment, the sensory port 225 is configured
as an elongated conduit in which the wire of the at least one
sensor 224 is encased. Alternatively or additionally, one or
more of the at least one sensors 224 may be capable of
wirelessly communicating the data it has gathered to the
remote module 270 through the use of telemetry technology,
the internet, radio waves, or other wireless means, such that
the collected data can be easily accessed by a clinician on a
real-time basis or otherwise. It will be understood that the
flow unit 210 may comprise any number or type of sensors
224 and that each of the at least one sensors 224 may be
capable of collecting a specific type or multiple types of data
from the arterial blood flowing through the flow unit 210.
[0097] The chamber 220 of the flow unit 210 is coupled
with the exterior surface of the body 216 of the flow unit 210
and comprises an interior 232 and an exterior cage or surface
comprised of any material that is capable of being inflated
and deflated. For example and without limitation, in at least
one embodiment, the chamber 220 may comprise polyeth-
vlene, latex, polyestherurethane, polyurethane, silastic, sili-
cone rubber or combinations thereof. In operation, the
chamber 220 can be used to form a temporary stenosis or

May 21, 2020

barrier within the interior 218 of the flow unit 210 in order
to reduce the pressure of arterial blood flowing therethrough.
[0098] The chamber 220 is capable of being controlled by
a clinician, through use of the remote module 270 or
otherwise, such that the chamber 220 can inflate and/or
deflate to the appropriate size based on the pressure and/or
flow rate of the arterial blood flowing through the interior
218 of the flow unit 210. The interior 232 of the chamber
220 is in fluid communication with a fluid source 280
through at least one port 230. Accordingly, the at least one
port 230 functions as a conduit through which a fluid
supplied from the fluid source 280 (e.g., a gas or a liquid)
can be injected into or removed from the interior 232 of the
chamber 220. The fluid source 280 may be positioned
externally of the patient or may comprise a subcutaneous
port through which fluid can be periodically injected and
withdrawn.

[0099] As shown in FIGS. 4, 5, 6A, and 6B, a portion of
the body 216 of the flow unit 210 traverses the center of the
chamber 220. As this portion is surrounded by the chamber
220, the external surface of the portion of the body 216
surrounded by the chamber 220 may be in contact any liquid
or gas injected into the interior 232 of the chamber 220 and
the internal surface of the portion of the body 216 sur-
rounded by the chamber 220 may be in contact with blood
flowing through the interior 218 of the flow unit 210.
[0100] The portion of the body 216 surrounded by the
chamber 220 is comprised of a flexible or semi-flexible
membrane such that the chamber 220 acts as a diaphragm
with respect to the body 216, and thus the interior 218, of the
flow unit 210. In other words, when the pressure within the
interior 232 of the chamber 220 is greater than the pressure
within the interior 218 of the flow unit 210 due to the
injection of fluid therein or otherwise, the chamber 220
asserts a compressing force on the flexible or semi-flexible
walls of the portion of body 216 of the flow unit 210 that is
sufficient to decrease the diameter of the underlying interior
218 of the flow unit 210 (see FIG. 6A). In this manner, the
chamber 220 is capable of decreasing the size of the interior
218 of the flow unit 210 and thus forming a stenosis therein
such that the flow of arterial blood therethrough is inhibited.
Conversely, when the pressure within the interior 232 of the
chamber 220 is less than the pressure within the interior 218
of the flow unit 210, the body 216 of the flow unit 210 is
maintained at its standard diameter and the size of the
chamber 220 is unaffected (see FIG. 6B).

[0101] By controlling the volume of fluid within the
interior 232 of the chamber 220 as a function of time, the
flow unit 210 can affect the wave pressure and volume of
arterial blood flowing through the interior 218 of the flow
unit 210 and out of the distal end 214 thereof into the
catheter 10. For example and without limitation, in at least
one embodiment, the flow unit 210 is capable of decreasing
the pressure and volume of arterial blood flowing through
the distal end 214 of the flow unit 218 when a sufficient
volume of fluid, such as for example, carbon dioxide, is
injected into the interior 232 of the chamber 220 through the
at least one port 230. When this occurs, a compressional
force is exerted on the portion of the body 216 of the flow
unit 210 surrounded thereby such that a temporary stenosis
is formed within the underlying interior 218 of the flow unit
210. As the arterial blood flows through the stenosed interior
218 of the flow unit 210, the volume of arterial blood
allowed therethrough is necessarily decreased along with the
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pressure of the arterial blood flowing through the distal end
214 of the flow unit 210. In this manner, the flow unit 210
can achieve the desired pressure drop in the arterial blood
flowing between the arterial and venous systems. Further-
more, the stenosis effect of the chamber 220 can be reversed
by removing the carbon dioxide or other fluid from the
interior 232 of the chamber 220 through the at least one port
230. In this manner, the portion of the interior 218 sut-
rounded by the chamber 220 can return to its original
configuration.

[0102] Because the venous system of the brain is so
sensitive to changes in pressure and flow, it is necessary to
counteract the increased arterial flow rate resulting from the
arterial blood moving through the stenosis formed by the
chamber 220. Accordingly, the autoretroperfusion system
200 is capable of varying the inflation and deflation of the
chamber 220 (and therefore the creation and removal of the
stenosis effect on the interior 218 of the flow unit 210) as a
function of time. For example and without limitation, the
volume of the interior 232 of the chamber 220 may be
manipulated so as to drive the pressure of the arterial blood
flowing through the interior 218 of the flow unit 210 to
between about 30 mmHg and about 40 mmHg for a prede-
termined period of time. Thereafter, the volume of the
interior 232 of the chamber 220 may be manipulated such
that the pressure of the arterial blood flowing through the
interior 218 of the flow unit 210 drops for a predetermined
period of time.

[0103] Through periodically driving the pressure and/or
flow rate of the arterial blood to a higher pressure and
thereafter decreasing the same, the autoretroperfusion sys-
tem 200 can ensure that any stress caused to the venous
system by the retrograde arterial blood flow is periodically
and consistently relieved, thereby providing the venous
system a temporary reprieve to prevent overload. It will
further be understood that this periodic manipulation of the
arterial blood flow and pressure through use of the flow umt
210 may also be coordinated with the sinus rhythm of the
patient. In this manner, not only is the venous system
allowed a periodic interruption to the increased pressure and
flow rate of the arterial blood, but antegrade blood flow
through the venous system may also be allowed to periodi-
cally resume, thereby further reducing the overall stress on
the system.

[0104] The rate at which the chamber 220 of the flow unit
210 is inflated and deflated may be controlled by a remote
module 270. The remote module 270 comprises a computer
or other processing means, and is capable of receiving the
data collected by the sensors 24, 224 of the autoretroperfu-
sion system 200 and causing fluid to be injected into or
withdrawn from the interior 232 of the chamber 220. As
previously described, the remote module 270 may be
coupled with the at least one sensor 224 of the distal end 214
of the flow unit 210 via a wire encased in the sensory port
225 (as shown in F1G. 4) and/or be capable of receiving the
data collected from the at least one sensor 224 via wireless
transmission. Similarly, the remote module 270 may be
coupled with the at least one sensor 24 of the catheter 10
and/or be capable of receiving the data collected from the at
least one sensor 24 via wireless transmission. Furthermore,
as the remote module 270 may be positioned remotely from
the patient, the data gathered by the sensors 24, 224 of the
autoretroperfusion system 200 is easily accessible by a
clinician.
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[0105] The remote module 270 is further coupled with the
fluid source 280 and is capable of controlling the amount of
fluid injected into and withdrawn from the interior 232 of the
chamber 220, as well as the intervals at which the same
occurs. As previously described, the volume of fluid within
the interior 232 of the chamber 220 has a direct affect on the
rate and pressure of the arterial blood flowing through the
distal end 214 of the flow unit 210. Accordingly, the remote
module 270 can control the pressure drop in the arterial
blood through manipulation of the fluid volume within the
interior 232 of the chamber 220.

[0106] In addition, the remote module 270 is configured
such that it can be programmed to automatically analyze the
data received from the sensors 24, 224 of the autoretroper-
fusion system 200 and, based on the results thereof, auto-
matically adjust the volume of fluid injected into or with-
drawn from the interior 232 of the chamber 220 in order
maintain the arterial blood pressure and flow rate within the
acceptable pre-programmed parameters. Accordingly, due to
the placement of the at least one sensors 24, 224 of the
autoretroperfusion system 200, the remote module 270 can
quickly calculate the effect that various manipulations of the
volume of fluid within the interior 232 of the chamber 220
are having on the flow and pressure of the arterial blood
perfusing the venous vessel, and maintain real-time data on
the overall effect the retroperfusion therapy is having on the
venous system.

[0107] In atleast one embodiment, the remote module 270
can be driven by an algorithm such that the remote module
270 is capable of executing the inflation and deflation of the
chamber 220 of the flow unit 210 pursuvant to a set of desired
flow parameters, pressure and perfusion rates. In other
words, in this at least one embodiment, the remote module
270 utilizes an algorithm to ascertain the optimal flow
parameters within the venous vessel based on the data
collected from the sensors 24, 224. Thereafter, based upon
those parameters, the remote module 270 automatically
manipulates the injection of fluid into and the withdrawal of
fluid from the interior 232 of the chamber 220 on an interval
basis to achieve the arterial blood flow, pressure, and any
other criterion of interest within the optimal ranges.

[0108] As previously discussed, the remote module 270
can be programmed to perform these functions at reoccur-
ring intervals in order to ensure that the venous system is not
being overstressed. For example, in at least one embodi-
ment, the remote module 270 may be programmed to repeat
the cycles of maintaining the pressure of the arterial blood
flow flowing through the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210
to between about 30 and about 40 mmHg for 5 seconds,
followed by an interval of decreased pressure in the arterial
blood flow between about 20 to about 25 mmHg for about
5 seconds. In addition, because the remote module 270 is
continuously receiving data from the at least one sensors 24,
224 of the autoretroperfusion system 200, the remote mod-
ule 270 can automatically adjust the fluid volume within the
interior 232 of the chamber 230 to ensure the proper
pressure, flow rate and/or other parameters of interest are
within acceptable levels.

[0109] In at least one embodiment of the autoretroperfu-
sion system 200, the components of the system 200 are
available in a package. Here, the package may also contain
devices to facilitate delivery of the autoretroperfusion sys-
tem 200 such as venous and arterial access devices, a
delivery catheter, one or more guidewires 40, or any other
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devices or materials that may be required to administer the
autoretroperfusion system 200 appropriately.

[0110] Now referring to FIG. 7, a schematic view of an
autoretroperfusion system 300 is shown. With respect to the
brain, the autoretroperfusion system 300 may be used in the
treatment of a stoke and, specifically, as a bridge therapy to
extend the viability of the penumbra region of the ischemic
brain tissue. As previously described with respect to the
catheter 10, the flow unit 210, and the autoretroperfusion
system 200, the autoretroperfusion system 300 is capable of
providing arterial blood flow to an ischemic region of a
patient’s brain by injecting arterial blood in a controlled
manner in synchrony with the patient’s sinus rhythm. Fur-
thermore, the autoretroperfusion system 300 is capable of
controlling the pressure of the arterial blood flow as it enters
the venous vessel of the brain such that when the arterial
blood flow is first introduced to the venous system, the
pressure of the re-routed arterial blood flow is reduced to
protect the thinner venous vessels and maintain the same
within an acceptable pressure range. In addition, the autoret-
roperfusion system 300 is capable of providing a sterile
environment for the initial implantation and connection of
the underlying components of the autoretroperfusion system
300 and provides a mechanism for reducing the risk of air
embolism resulting from the procedure.

[0111] As illustrated in FIG. 7, the autoretroperfusion
system 300 comprises the catheter 10, the flow unit 210, the
source of arterial blood flow 250, and a connection assembly
310. The catheter 10 is for placement within the venous
vessel of the brain and is configured as previously described
in connection with FIGS. 1-3. The flow unit 210 is likewise
for coupling the source of arterial blood flow 250 with the
catheter 10 and is responsible for regulating the arterial
blood flow and pressure prior to its introduction into the
catheter 10, and is configured as previously described in
connection with FIGS. 4-6B. The source of arterial blood
flow 250 is for placement within an arterial vessel and is
configured previously described in connection with the
autoretroperfusion system 200. Finally, the connection
assembly 310 is for providing a sterile environment within
which to connect the components of the system 300 and to
ensure that no harmful particulates or gases contaminate the
arterial blood flow being perfused into the vein of interest.
[0112] The connection assembly 310 comprises a corru-
gated, sterile bag that is capable of securely coupling with
both the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 and the proximal
end 12 of the catheter 10. In at least one embodiment, the
connection assembly 310 may be comprised of a transparent
plastic material, however, it will be appreciated that the
connection assembly 310 may be formed of any flexible or
semi-flexible material that is capable of maintaining a sterile
environment and coupling with both the flow unit 210 and
the catheter 10 in a manner such as to facilitate the flow of
fluid therebetween.

[0113] The connection assembly 310 comprises a proxi-
mal end 312, a distal end 314, a body 316 extending between
the proximal and distal ends 312, 314, and a limb component
318 extending from the body 316. Both the body 316 and the
limb component 318 of the connection assembly 310 further
comprise interiors 320, 322, respectively, and the interior
320 of the body 316 is in fluid communication with the
interior 322 of the limb component 318. The limb compo-
nent 318 of the connection assembly 310 extends from the
body 316 of the connection assembly 310 as shown in FIG.

May 21, 2020

6, and the interior 322 thereof is configured to slidably
receive the one or more guidewires 40 that may be used to
facilitate advancement and placement of the distal end 14 of
the catheter 10.

[0114] In addition to the aforementioned, the connection
assembly 310 further comprises at least one flushing port
330 and at least one drainage valve 332. The at least one
flushing port 330 may be positioned in any location on the
connection assembly 310 and is in fluid communication with
the interior 320 of the body 316 of the connection assembly
310. Further, the at least one flushing port 330 is additionally
coupled with a gas supply (not shown) such that a gas may
be injected through the at least one flushing port 330 and into
the interior 320 of the connection assembly 310. For
example, and without limitation, the at least one flushing
port 330 may be coupled with a gas supply containing
carbon dioxide.

[0115] Furthermore, the at least one flushing port 330 can
be used in various capacities in connection with the autoret-
roperfusion system 300. For example, and without limita-
tion, upon placement of the system 300 within a body, the
interiors 320, 322 of the body 316 and limb component 318
of the connection assembly 310 may be continuously flushed
with an aseptic gas to create a clean environment. In this
manner, the proximal end 12 of the catheter 10 and the distal
end 214 of the flow unit 210 may be connected within the
aseptic interior 320 of the connection assembly 310, thereby
reducing the risk of introducing harmful microbes or other
matter into the venous system of the brain as a result of
implanting the catheter 10 therein. Moreover, using a resorb-
able gas, such as carbon dioxide, to flush the system 300 can
also provide the added benefit of reducing the risk of air
bubbles from entering the system and producing an air
embolism.

[0116] The at least one drainage valve 332 comprises any
one-way valve known in the art and is in fluid communica-
tion with at least the interior 320 of the body 316. As shown
in FIG. 7, the at least one drainage valve 332 may also be in
fluid communication with the interior 322 of the limb
component 318. The at least one drainage valve 332 of the
autoretroperfusion system 300 automatically allows for any
excess gas that is injected into the system 300 through the at
least one flushing port 330 or otherwise to be drained
therefrom in a sterile and noninvasive manner. As described
in the at least one example where an aseptic gas is pumped
into the system 300 through the at least one flushing port 330
to provide a sterile environment in which the flow unit 210
and the catheter 10 may be connected, when the pressure
within the interior 320, 322 of the connector assembly 310
begins to increase due to the presence of the aseptic gas
therein, the excess gas is automatically drained through the
at least one drainage valve 332 such that the gas added
through the at least one flushing port 330 does not affect the
overall pressure of the system 300. The at least one drainage
valve 332 may be located outside of the body such that the
excess gas drains directly into the environment or, when the
connection assembly 310 is implanted at a location within
the patient’s body, the excess gas can drain from the at least
one drainage valve 332 into a conduit that routes the gas to
the external environment.

[0117] In operation, the connection assembly 310 is fitted
over the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 and the proximal
end 12 of the catheter 10 and forms a leak-free attachment
with both components 10, 210. In the at least one embodi-



US 2020/0155817 A1

ment where the catheter 10 has been advanced over at least
one guidewire 40 to facilitate the proper placement of the
distal end 14 thereof, the proximal end of the at least one
guidewire 40 may be threaded through the distal end 314 and
limb component 318 of the connection assembly 310 such
that the at least one guidewire 40 can be manipulated by a
clinician with the connection assembly 310 securely in
place. Furthermore, prior to coupling the distal end 214 of
the flow unit 210 and the proximal end 12 of the catheter 10
to allow the arterial blood to flow therethrough, the at least
one flushing port 330 may be used to infuse the interior 320
of the connection assembly 310 with a gas to ensure a sterile
environment and any excess gas can be drained through the
at least one drainage valve 322. In this manner, the connec-
tion assembly 310 is capable of supplying an aseptic and
air-free environment in which the flow unit 210 and the
catheter 10 may be securely connected, thereby reducing the
risk of air embolism or contamination resulting from the
procedure.

[0118] In at least one embodiment of the autoretroperfu-
sion system 300, the components of the system 300 are
available in a package. Here, the package may also contain
devices to facilitate delivery of the autoretroperfusion sys-
tem 300 such as venous and arterial access devices, a
delivery catheter, one or more guidewires 40, or any other
devices or materials that may be required to administer the
autoretroperfusion system 300 appropriately.

[0119] Now referring to FIG. 8, a side view of the retrop-
erfusion system 300 is shown applied to the brain 400 of a
patient in order to facilitate the treatment of a stroke. In
addition, FIG. 9 shows a flow chart of a method 500 for
performing automatic retroperfusion on a brain using the
autoretroperfusion system 300. For ease of understanding,
the steps of the method 500 described herein will be dis-
cussed relative to the components of the retroperfusion
system 300, but it will be appreciated by one skilled in the
art that any similar devices and/or systems can be used to
perform this method 500. In addition, while the retroperfu-
sion system 300 and the method 500 are described in
connection with treating an ischemic area of a brain through
catheterization of a venous vessel extending into a penum-
bral area of a brain, it will be understood that the retroper-
fusion systems 200, 300 and the method 500 described
herein may be applied to perform autoretroperfusion on any
organ or tissue in need of retroperfusion treatment.

[0120] In at least one approach to the method 500, at step
502, a topographic image of the ischemic area of the brain
400, including the core ischemic infarct 402 and the isch-
emic penumbra 404, is created using conventional imaging
techniques such as magnetic resonance imaging and/or x-ray
computer tomography. In this manner, a clinician can deter-
mine the location of the ischemic infarct 402 and the
penumbra 404 based on cerebral blood flow characteristics
and the blood volume within the different areas of the brain
400. At step 504 an artery of interest (not shown) is
percutaneously punctured under local anesthesia with a
conventional artery access device or as otherwise known in
the art. For example and without limitation. in at least one
embodiment, an 18 gauge needle is inserted into the desired
artery and the source of arterial blood flow 250 is positioned
within the artery such that a portion of arterial blood is
re-routed therethrough, driven by the pulsatile thythm of the
beating heart. Here, the desired artery may comprise the
femoral artery, the subclavian artery, the brachial artery, the
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radial artery, or any other artery that may be appropriate with
respect to the particular patient and/or application.

[0121] At step 506, a vein of interest 406 is percutaneously
punctured under local anesthesia with a conventional venous
access device or as otherwise known in the art. For example
and without limitation, in at least one embodiment, an 18
gauge needle is inserted into the jugular vein (labeled as vein
406 in FIG. 9). It will also be appreciated that any other vein
may be utilized, provided the vein facilitates retroperfusion
of the arterial blood to the desired area of the body. After the
vein 406 has been punctured, at step 508, a soft guidewire
40 is inserted into the opening in the vein 406 and advanced
into the penumbra region 404 of the brain 400. This may be
facilitated through use of the brain topographic imaging
taken at step 502 and/or through x-ray (i.e. fluoroscopy) or
other suitable visualization techniques.

[0122] After the distal end of the guidewire 40 is posi-
tioned in the desired location within the penumbra 404 of the
brain 400, the distal end 14 of the catheter 10 is inserted into
the vein 406 following the guidewire 40 at step 510.
Specifically, the distal end 14 of the catheter 10 is threaded
over the guidewire 40, inserted into the vein 406 and
advanced along the main venous system to the target area
within the penumbra 404. Step 510 may be performed under
fluoroscopic control or with the aide of other visualization
techniques known in the art. Thereafter, the guidewire 40
may optionally be withdrawn from the body through the
lumen 18 of the catheter 10 at step 512.

[0123] At step 514, the connection assembly 310 is
coupled with the proximal end 12 of the catheter 10 and the
distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 (see FIG. 7). The
connection assembly 310 is fitted over the distal end 214 of
the flow unit 210 and the proximal end 12 of the catheter 10
and forms a leak-free attachment with both components 10,
210. Furthermore, in the at least one embodiment of the
method 500 where the at least one guidewire 40 was not
withdrawn from the patient’s body at step 512, the proximal
end of the at least one guidewire 40 is threaded through the
distal end 314 and the limb component 318 of the connection
assembly 310 such that the at least one guidewire 40 extends
through the interior 322 of the limb component 318 as
illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8.

[0124] At step 516, the flow unit 210 is coupled with the
source of arterial blood flow 250 and begins to receive
arterial blood flow from the punctured artery within the
interior 218 thereof. In this manner, the arterial blood
re-routed from the artery of interest (not shown) by the
source of arterial blood flow 250 is allowed to flow through
the source of arterial blood flow 250 and into the proximal
end 212 of the flow unit 210 in a pulsatile fashion pursuant
to the rhythm of the patient’s heartbeat.

[0125] After the proximal end 12 of the catheter 10 and the
distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 are positioned within the
interior 320 of the connection assembly 310 at step 514, at
step 518 the connection assembly 310 initiates the injection
of gas into the interiors 320, 322 of the body 316 and the
limb component 318. Specifically, the clinician may facili-
tate the injection of a sterile gas into the interiors 320, 322
of the connection assembly 310 through the at least one
flushing port 330 such that the interiors 320, 322 are
continuously flushed with the sterile gas. Concurrently, the
excess gas injected into the interiors 320, 322 is automati-
cally drained from the connection assembly 310 through the
at least one drainage valve 332 of the connection assembly
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310. In addition, at step 518, if the at least one guidewire 40
has not previously been withdrawn from the patient’s body
through the lumen 18 of the catheter 10 at step 512, the at
least one guidewire 40 is now removed from the patient
through the limb component 318 of the connection assembly
310.

[0126] In at least one embodiment of the method 500, the
gas injected into the interiors 320, 322 of the connection
assembly 310 comprises carbon dioxide. The use of carbon
dioxide to flush the autoretroperfusion system 300 ensures
that the environment within the connection assembly 310 is
aseptic and free of contaminants and/or air bubbles. In this
manner, the coupling of the proximal end 12 of the catheter
10 with the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210 can occur
within an aseptic, sterile environment, under continuously
flowing carbon dioxide (or other gas), and further reduce the
risk of adding air to the vein 406 during the connection of
the components 10, 210. Accordingly, the sterile environ-
ment greatly reduces the risk that any harmful microbes or
other matter will be introduced into the venous system of the
brain as well as the risk of producing an air embolism within
the vein 406 as a result of the therapy applied by the
autoretroperfusion system 300.

[0127] At step 520, the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210
and the proximal end 12 of the catheter 10 are securely
coupled with one another as shown in FIG. 8. Accordingly,
the arterial blood from the artery of interest (not shown) is
pumped in synchrony with the patient’s sinus rhythm
through the source of arterial blood flow 250 and into the
flow unit 210 wherein the pressure and flow of the arterial
blood is regulated by the remote module 270 through use of
the chamber 220. Thereafter, the arterial blood having
pressure and flow values falling within the appropriate
ranges flows into the lumen 18 of the catheter 10 where the
arterial blood is perfused in a retrograde fashion into the vein
406 at a target location within the penumbra region 404 of
the brain 404. Accordingly, step 520 further comprises the
initial inflation and deflation of the chamber 220 of the flow
unit 210 as controlled by the remote module 270, and the
initial expansion and deflation of the at least one expandable
balloons 30, 32 of the catheter 10 in accordance with the
systolic and diastolic cycles of the patient’s sinus rhythm. In
addition, due to the pulsatile nature of the sinus rhythm, the
vein 406 is concurrently allowed to drain the excess blood
during the diastolic cycle of the sinus rhythm.

[0128] At step 522, the remote module 270 assesses
whether or not the data measured by the at least one sensors
24, 224 of the catheter 10 and the flow unit 210 fall within
the acceptable, pre-programmed ranges. For example, the
remote module 270 may be programmed to take into account
the arterial blood pressure at the distal end 214 of the flow
unit 210 during both diastole and systole, the pressure within
the vein 406 as the distal end 14 of the catheter 10 during
diastole and systole, the flow rate of the arterial blood
through the autoretroperfusion system 300 during diastole
and systole, or any other types of information that may assist
with the regulation and delivery of the retroperfusion
therapy.

[0129] In the event the remote module 270 detects any
deviation in the data falling outside of the predefined allow-
able ranges, the method 500 proceeds to step 524. At step
524, the remote module 270 makes adjustments to the
autoretroperfusion system 300 until the data received from
the sensors 24, 224 indicates that the deviation has been
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corrected and the data falls within the acceptable parameters.
For example, the remote module 270 may adjust the rate of
injection and/or withdrawal of fluid from the chamber 220
through the at least one port 330. Additionally or alterna-
tively, the remote module 270 may adjust the volume of fluid
injected or withdrawn from the interior 232 of the chamber
220. Accordingly, at step 524, the remote module 270
automatically adjusts the flow and/or pressure of the arterial
blood flowing through the flow unit 210 pursuant to the
continuous stream of data received from the at least one
sensor 24 of the catheter 10 and the at least one sensor 224
of the flow unit 210.

[0130] When, either at step 522 or step 524, the remote
module 270 verifies that all of the data parameters are in
order, the method 500 advances to step 526. At step 526, the
remote module 270 defines an arterial blood pressure and
flow time cycle based on the data the remote module 270
continuously receives from the at least one sensor 24 of the
distal end 14 of the catheter 10 and the at least one sensor
224 of the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210. After the
remote module 270 has defined the pressure and flow time
cycle, the remote module 270 establishes the same through
the interval operation of the fluid source 280 and inflation
and/or deflation of the chamber 220. In this manner, the
autoretroperfusion system 300 delivers continuous autoret-
roperfusion therapy to the penumbra 404 of the brain 400
such that the cells within the penumbra 404 can be main-
tained for an extended period of time following an acute
stroke event.

[0131] The retroperfusion system 300 will continue to
cycle driven by the remote module 270 either until a
clinician discontinues the autoretroperfusion therapy, or
until the data collected by the at least one sensors 24, 224
and transmitted to the remote module 270 indicates that a
deviation has occurred in one of the measured parameters
that falls outside of the acceptable range. In the event the
latter occurs, the method 500 will revert to step 524 such that
the remote module 270 makes adjustments to the injection
and/or withdrawal of fluid from the chamber 220 until the
data received from the sensors 24, 224 indicates that the
deviation has been corrected and the data collected all falls
within the acceptable parameters. Upon correction of the
deviation, the method 500 again will return to step 526.
[0132] The autoretroperfusion system 300 and the method
500 enable a clinician to provide a bridge retroperfusion
therapy to a patient suffering from a stoke in order to extend
the window of viability of the penumbra 406 of a brain 400
following stroke onset. Accordingly, because the system 300
and method 500 extends the timeframe in which the pen-
umbra 406 is viable, the opportunity to effectively use
thrombolytic, neuroprotective, and/or other pharmaceutical
agents with respect to the treatment of a stroke is created.
[0133] For example and without limitation, in at least one
embodiment of the method 500, a clinician may, at step 526,
administer one or more pharmaceutical therapies to the
patient in conjunction with the retrograde cerebral perfusion
therapy provided at this step 526 by the system 300. By
continuously providing a controlled arterial blood supply to
the penumbra 404, the method 500 and the autoretroperfu-
sion system 300 enables the pharmaceutical agents to estab-
lish the appropriate pharmacological concentrations within
the area of interest and thereby effectively attack the under-
lying cause of the stroke (i.e. the clot). Accordingly, use of
the method 500 and the retroperfusion system 300 enables
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not only the provision a successful bridge retroperfusion
therapy capable of minimizing cell death within the penum-
bra 406, but also allows for the extension of time during
which alternative treatments, such as prophylactic and/or
pharmacological therapies, can be administered in order to
further improve eflicacy of treatment and reduce associated
complication rates.

[0134] It will be appreciated that the method 500 may also
be employed to deliver the autoretroperfusion system 200.
Accordingly, it will be understood that all references to the
system 300 in connection with the method 500 may be
interchanged with the system 200; however, in this at least
one embodiment, the method 500 may omit steps 514 and
518 altogether as the autoretroperfusion system 200 does not
comprise the connection assembly 310.

[0135] Now referring to FIG. 10A, a schematic view of a
retroperfusion catheter 610 is shown. The catheter 610 is
configured similarly to the catheter 10, except with respect
to the expandable balloons. As the various embodiments of
the catheter 610 will be described in connection with the
provision of retrograde cerebral perfusion therapy to a brain,
it will be understood that the catheter 610 is not limited to
use in connection with the brain and may be applied to any
other areas of the body where the characteristics and/or
configuration of the catheter 610 may be useful.

[0136] Similar to the catheter 10, the catheter 610 is
configured to be placed within a venous vessel and com-
prises a flexible, elongated tube having a proximal end 612,
a distal end 614, and a body 616 having a lumen 618. The
catheter 610 may be comprised of any suitable material
known in the medical arts and the dimensions of the catheter
610 may vary depending on the particulars of the specific
patient or with respect to the vein to be cannulated. For
example and without limitation, the catheter 10 may be
configured for insertion within the cerebral venous system to
facilitate retrograde cerebral perfusion techniques. Further-
more, the catheter 610 may be coated with heparin or any
other suitable anti-coagulant such that the catheter 610 may
be placed within a vessel for an extended period of time
without inhibiting the blood flow therethrough due to coagu-
lation.

[0137] As shown in FIG. 10A, the catheter 610 comprises
a tapered configuration to facilitate advancement of the
distal end 614 of the catheter 610 into the venous capillaries
of the cerebrum or any other narrow vessels as may be
appropriate. While one example of the tapered configuration
of the catheter 610 is shown in FIG. 10A, it will be
appreciated that the catheter 610 may be configured in any
manner, tapered or otherwise, that allows the distal end 614
of the catheter 610 to be advanced through a blood vessel
having a decreasing diameter. The proximal end 612, the
distal end 614, the body 616 and the lumen 618 of the
catheter 610 are all configured identically to the related
components of the catheter 10.

[0138] The body 616 of the catheter 610 extends between
the proximal and distal ends 612, 614 of the catheter 610 and
comprises a plurality of orifices 620 disposed along its
length. Each of the plurality of orifices 620 are identical to
the plurality of orifices 20 described in connection with
catheter 10 and, similar to the orifices 20, facilitate the
controlled introduction of oxygen-rich arterial blood flowing
through the lumen 618 of the catheter 610 and into the
cerebral venous system. Similar to the orifices 20 of the
catheter 10, the size, number and placement of the orifices
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620 may be manipulated to affect the pressure and/or flow
rate of the arterial blood flowing therethrough and into the
venous system.

[0139] Similar to the distal end 14 of the catheter 10, the
distal end 614 of the catheter 610 comprises one or more
sensors 624 disposed therein or thereon. While the one or
more sensors 624 are described herein as being positioned
on the distal end 614 of the catheter 610, it will be appre-
ciated that the one or more sensors 624 may be positioned
anywhere on or within the body 616 of the catheter 610.
[0140] Among other things, inclusion of the at least one
sensor 624 on the catheter 610 can provide information
regarding the pressure within the vein into which the cath-
eter 610 is being inserted. In this manner, the at least one
sensor 624 can assist a clinician in determining the severity
of ischemic damage to an affected area of the brain, as well
as whether or not the appropriate pressure drop in the
retroperfused arterial blood flow has been achieved upon
initiation of the retroperfusion therapy.

[0141] The one or more sensors 624 of the distal end 614
may comprise any sensor that may be useful in the medical
arts, such as and without limitation, sensors to measure the
flow rate within the vein of interest, pressure sensors, and/or
sensors for measuring the pH, the partial pressure of carbon
dioxide within the vein or oxygen saturation, lactic acid
concentration, or temperature of the blood therein. The
inclusion of specific type(s) of sensors 624 on the distal end
614 of the catheter 610 may be determined on a case-by-case
basis, depending on the particular needs of the patient at
issue. In addition, each of the at least one sensor 624 of the
distal end 614 of the catheter 610 may be configured as
discussed with respect to the at least one sensor 24 of the
distal end 14 of the catheter 10 and is capable of transmitting
the data collected thereby to an external device (either
through wired or wireless transmission). Accordingly, simi-
lar to at least one embodiment of the at least one sensor 24
of the catheter 10, each of the at least one sensors 624 may
optionally be coupled with a sensor cable 626 (see FIG. 11)
that is coupled with the remote module 270 (not shown).
Furthermore, as described in connection with the catheter
10, the catheter 610 may similarly be used in conjunction
with the sheath 150 to assist in the manipulation of the flow
of arterial blood out of the plurality of orifices 620 of the
catheter 610 and into the vein.

[0142] As shown in FIG. 10A, the catheter 610 may
further comprise one or more expandable balloons 630, 632
coupled with the external surface of the body 616 of the
catheter 610 such that each of the at least one expandable
balloons 630, 632 encases the catheter 610. In the at least
one embodiment of the catheter 610 illustrated in FIG. 10A,
a first expandable balloon 630 is coupled with the body 616
of the catheter 610 at a first position and a second expand-
able balloon 632 is coupled with the external surface of the
body 616 at a second position. Furthermore, the second
expandable balloon 632 is positioned distally on the external
surface of the body 616 relative to the first expandable
balloon 630.

[0143] Each of the at least one expandable balloons 630,
632 may comprise any expandable balloon that is appropri-
ate for insertion within a vessel and may be formed of any
material suitable for this function including, without limi-
tation, polyethylene, latex, polyestherurethane, polyure-
thane, silastic, silicone rubber or combinations thereof. In
addition, the at least one balloons 630, 632 may be coated
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with heparin or any other suitable anti-coagulant such that
the at least one expandable balloons 630, 632 may be placed
within a vessel without the risk of coagulation. The size and
configuration of each expandable balloon will differ between
patients and applications. In operation, similar to the bal-
loons 30, 32 of the catheter 10, the at least one expandable
balloon 630, 632 can be used to intermittently occlude the
vein and prevent the antegrade flow of blood therethrough
and anchor the catheter 610 in the desired position within a
vessel wall.

[0144] However, unlike the at least one balloons 30, 32 of
the catheter 10, in this at least one embodiment the balloons
630, 632 of the catheter 610 are not capable of automatically
expanding and deflating. Accordingly, the interiors of each
of the at least one expandable balloons 630, 632 are not in
fluid communication with the lumen 618 of the catheter 610.
Alternatively, in the at least one embodiment shown in
FIGS. 10A and 10B, the interior of the first expandable
balloon 630 is in fluid communication with a first balloon
port 634, and the interior of the second expandable balloon
632 is in fluid communication with a second balloon port
635. Accordingly, each of the balloons 630, 632 may be
expanded or deflated independently upon the injection or
withdrawal of fluid therefrom through the respective balloon
port 635.

[0145] As with the catheter 10, expansion of the at least
one expandable balloon 630, 632 of the catheter 610
occludes the venous vessel in which the catheter 610 is
inserted, prevents the normal antegrade flow of blood
through the venous vessel, and increases the pressure
therein. In this manner, oxygen-rich arterial blood delivered
into the vessel through the plurality of orifices 620 and the
distal end 614 of the catheter 610 at a location upstream of
the balloon occlusions is forced to remain within the vein for
a period of time and perfuse the surrounding capillaries.
Accordingly, occlusion of the vein by the at least one
expandable balloon 630, 632 of the catheter 610 allows the
penumbral tissue vascularized by the venous vessel at issue
to benefit from the nutrients contained within the arterial
blood.

[0146] However, as with the catheter 10, in order to
provide an effective retroperfusion therapy, it is necessary
for the at least on expandable balloons 630, 632 to inflate
and deflate in an integral fashion to ensure that the venous
system is not overloaded and the normal antegrade flow of
blood can resume periodically to drain the blood from the
vein. Now referring to FIG. 11, at least one embodiment of
an autoretroperfusion system 700 is shown. The autoretrop-
erfusion system 700 comprises the catheter 610, a flow unit
710, the source of arterial blood flow 250 previously
described in connection with the autoretroperfusion systems
200, 300, the remote module 270 previously described in
connection with the autoretroperfusion systems 200, 300,
and the fluid source 280 previously described in connection
with the autoretroperfusion systems 200, 300. In addition,
the retroperfusion system 700 may optionally comprise the
connection assembly 310 as described in connection with
the retroperfusion system 300. As the flow unit 710 is the
only component of the retroperfusion system 700 that has
not been previously described in detail herein, the remainder
of the description of the system 700 will focus on that
component.

[0147] Like the flow unit 210 of the autoretroperfusion
systems 200, 300, the flow unit 710 is responsible. at least

May 21, 2020

in part, for regulation of the pressure of the arterial blood
flow prior to its introduction into the catheter 610 and
ultimately the venous system of the brain. In this manner, the
retroperfusion system 700 can ensure that when the arterial
blood flow is first introduced to the vein, the pressure of the
re-routed arterial blood flow has already been reduced such
that the thinner venous vessels are protected and the blood
pressure is maintain within an acceptable pressure range.
[0148] Similar to the flow unit 210 of the autoretroperfu-
sion systems 200, 300, the flow unit 710 of the autoretrop-
erfusion system 700 comprises a proximal end 712, a distal
end 714, a body 716 extending between the proximal and
distal ends 712, 714, a chamber 720, and an interior 718
extending through the chamber 720 and between the proxi-
mal and distal ends 712, 714 of the flow unit 710. Each of
the aforementioned components of the flow unit 710 is
comprised identically to the related components of the flow
unit 210. Accordingly, the distal end 714 of the flow unit 710
further comprises at least one sensor 724 disposed therein,
which may or may not be a wired device having a wire
component that travels through a sensory port 725 to the
remote module 270 (not shown). In addition, the chamber
720 comprises an interior 732 that is in fluid communication
with the fluid source 280 (not shown) through at least one
port 730.

[0149] The flow unit 710 is capable of controlling the
pressure and flow rate of the arterial blood traveling through
the interior 718 of the flow unit 710 in the same manner as
the flow unit 210. Accordingly, the remote module 270 (not
shown) can manipulate the volume of the fluid injected and
withdrawn from the interior 732 of the chamber 720, thereby
altering the diameter of the underlying portion of the interior
718 of the flow unit 710, Thus, as with the chamber 220 of
the flow unit 210, the chamber 720 of the flow unit 710 is
capable of forming a stenosis within the interior 718 of the
flow unit 710 such that the flow of arterial blood there-
through is inhibited, and subsequently removing the stenosis
(when a sufficient amount of fluid is withdrawn from the
interior 732 of the chamber 720) such that the body 716 and
interior 718 of the flow unit 710 are maintained at their
standard diameters.

[0150] Inaddition to the aforementioned, the flow unit 710
of the retroperfusion system 700 is further capable of
inflating and deflating the at least one balloons 630, 632 of
the catheter 610. Specifically, in at least one embodiment of
the flow unit 710, the first and/or second balloon ports 634,
635 are in fluid communication with the interior 732 of the
chamber 720 such that any fluid injected or withdrawn
therefrom necessarily affects the expansion and/or deflation
of the at least one balloon 630, 632. As such, the flow unit
710 further comprises at least one conduit in fluid commu-
nication with the interior 732 of the chamber 720 configured
to couple with the at least one balloon port 634, 365 of the
catheter 610 such that the at least one conduit of the flow unit
710 and the at least one balloon port 634, 635 of the catheter
610 are securely coupled and in fluid communication.
[0151] Where the catheter 610 comprises a first balloon
630 and a second balloon 632, at least one conduit of the
flow unit 710 may be configured such that the balloons 630,
632 can expand in unison and/or independently. For example
and without limitation, where the conduits in fluid commu-
nication with each of the first and second balloons 630, 632
are fluidly coupled with the interior 732 of the chamber 720,
but do not independently interact with the remote module
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270 (not shown) nor the fluid source 280 (not shown), the
first and second balloons 630, 632 necessarily expand and
deflate in substantial unison (taking into account the varying
distances the fluid injected into the interior 732 of the
chamber 620 must flow through the balloon ports 634, 635
prior to reaching the interiors of the first and second balloons
630, 632).

[0152] As shown in FIG. 11, at least one embodiment of
the flow unit 710 comprises a first conduit 733 and a second
conduit 734, both of which are in fluid communication with
the interior 732 of the chamber 720. Furthermore, each of
the conduits 733, 734 extends distally from the chamber
720, along the interior walls of the body 716 and into the
distal end 714 of the flow unit 710. In this manner, the first
and second conduits 733, 734 may be aligned with the first
and second balloon ports 634, 635, respectively such that a
secure connection is formed therebetween when the proxi-
mal end 612 of'the catheter 610 is coupled with the distal end
714 of the flow unit 710.

[0153] In addition to being capable of automatically oper-
ating the chamber 720 to ensure specific parameters related
to the arterial blood flow are met, the remote module 270
may additionally be programmed to actively regulate the
expansion and deflation of the at least one balloon 630, 632
of the catheter 610. For example and without limitation,
when the first and second balloons 630, 632 are each in
independent communication with the fluid source 280 (not
shown) and/or the remote module 270 (not shown), the
remote module 270 can independently control the expansion
and deflation of the first and second balloons 630, 632 in
order to achieve optimal performance of the catheter 610. It
will be understood that the remote module 270 operates to
expand and deflate the chamber 720 of the flow unit 710
(and thus the balloons 630, 632 that, in this at least one
embodiment, are in fluid communication therewith) in an
identical manner as described with respect to the flow unit
210, the remote module 270.

[0154] Furthermore, in at least one non-limiting example,
based on the data continuously received from the sensors
624, 724 of the catheter 610 and the flow unit 710, the
remote module 270 can automatically adjust the volume of
fluid injected into the interior 732 of the chamber 720 (and
thus the interiors of the at least one balloon 630, 632 of the
catheter 610) in order to expand the balloon(s) 630, 632 to
a desired size. Accordingly, the expansion of the at least one
balloon 630, 632 occludes the vein in which the catheter 610
is inserted, thereby building the pressure in the venous
system, facilitating the perfusion of arterial blood into the
capillaries that branch from the vein, and providing support
to the catheter 610 to prevent against the catheter 610 from
becoming dislodged. Furthermore, the remote module 270 is
also capable of automatically adjusting the volume of the
fluid withdrawn from the interior 732 of the chamber 720
(and thus the interiors of the at least one balloon 630, 632 of
the catheter 610) in order to deflate the balloon(s) 630, 632.
This, in turn, allows for the normal antegrade flow of blood
to drain from the vein and automatically decreases the
pressure in the venous system. Accordingly, by driving the
periodic expansion and deflation of the at least one balloon
630, 632 of the catheter 610, the remote module 270 can
further manipulate the pressure and flow rates within the
autoretroperfusion system 700 and prevent the vein from
becoming overloaded.
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[0155] 1In at least one embodiment of the autoretroperfu-
sion system 700, the remote module 270 can be driven be an
algorithm such that the remote module 270 is capable of
executing the inflation and deflation of the chamber 720 of
the flow unit 710, as well as the expansion and deflation of
the at least one balloon 630, 632 of the catheter 610,
pursuant to a set of desired flow parameters, pressure and
perfusion rates. In other words, in this at least one embodi-
ment, the remote module 270 automatically manipulates the
injection of fluid into and the withdrawal of fluid from the
interior 732 of the chamber 720 on an interval basis in order
to achieve the arterial blood flow, pressure and any other
criterion of interest within the optimal ranges.

[0156] In at least one additional embodiment of the ret-
roperfusion system 700, system 700 may further comprise a
fixed stenosis. Specifically, the retroperfusion system 700
may further comprise a stenosis component 810 for place-
ment in connection with the source of arterial blood flow 250
in such a manner so as to affect the flow of arterial blood
therethrough. Accordingly, the stenosis component 810 can
statically manipulate the pressure and/or flow rate of the
arterial blood even prior to its introduction into the proximal
end 712 of the flow unit 710.

[0157] It will be understood that the stenosis component
810 may comprise any fixed stenosis device known in the art
provided the stenosis component 810 does not degrade over
time, contaminate the system, and/or cause coagulation of
the arterial blood. As illustrated in FIG. 11, in at least one
embodiment the stenosis component 810 comprises a device
designed to be coupled with the exterior wall of the source
for arterial blood flow 250 that is capable of applying
external compression thereto in order to facilitate the control
of the flow rate and pressure of the blood moving through
the source of arterial blood flow 250. Specifically, the
stenosis component 810 of FIG. 11 comprises a clamp-like
device applied to the exterior wall of the source for arterial
blood flow 250 in such a manner so as to reduce the diameter
of the same.

[0158] Despite the at least one example provided in FIG.
11, it will be understood that the stenosis component 810
may comprise any means for providing a fixed stenosis such
that a pressure drop is achieved in the blood flowing through
the source of arterial blood flow 250. For example and
without limitation, in at least one additional embodiment,
the stenosis component 810 may comprise a coil or internal
balloon designed to be positioned within the source of
arterial blood flow 250 and to partially occlude the flow of
arterial blood therethrough.

[0159] In at least one alternative embodiment of the ret-
roperfusion system 700 comprising the stenosis component
810, the flow unit 710 is configured in such a manner that it
does not allow for the manipulation of the diameters of the
body 716 and/or interior 718 of the flow unit 710. Accord-
ingly, even though fluid may be injected into or withdrawn
from the interior 732 of the chamber 720 as described
previously described herein, the diameters of the body 716
and interior 718 of the flow unit 710 are fixed. Thus, in this
at least one embodiment, the remote module 270 is solely
capable of expanding and deflating the at least one balloon
630, 632 of the catheter 610 through injection and/or with-
drawal of a fluid into the interior 732 of the chamber 720 and
all other regulation of the arterial blood flow rate and/or
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pressure is achieved using the stenosis component 810
and/or the fixed diameter of the interior 718 of the flow unit
710.

[0160] Now referring to FIG. 12, a flow chart of a method
900 for providing retroperfusion therapy to a brain is shown.
For ease of understanding, the steps of the method 900
described herein will be discussed relative to the compo-
nents of the retroperfusion system 700, but it will be
appreciated by one skilled in the art that any similar devices
and/or systems can be used to perform this method 900. In
addition, while the retroperfusion system 700 and the
method 900 are described in connection with treating an
ischemic area of a brain through catheterization of a venous
vessel extending into a penumbral area of a brain, it will be
understood that the retroperfusion system 700 and the
method 900 described herein may be applied to perform
autoretroperfusion on any organ or tissue in need of retrop-
erfusion treatment. Furthermore, it will be understood that
the steps of the method 900 referred to using the reference
numerals associated with the steps previously described in
connection with the method 500 herein are identical to the
steps of method 500 having like reference numerals.
[0161] In at least one approach to the method 900, at step
502 a topographic image of the ischemic area of the brain
400, including the core ischemic infarct and the ischemic
penumbra, is created using conventional imaging tech-
niques. In this manner, a clinician can determine the location
of the ischemic infarct and the penumbra. At step 504, an
artery of interest (not shown) is percutaneously punctured
under local anesthesia with a conventional artery access
device or as otherwise known in the art. For example and
without limitation, in at least one embodiment, an 18 gauge
needle is inserted into the desired artery and the source of
arterial blood flow 250 having the stenosis component 810
coupled therewith is positioned within the artery such that a
portion of arterial blood is re-routed therethrough, driven by
the pulsatile rhythm of the beating heart.

[0162] At step 506, a vein of interest is percutaneously
punctured under local anesthesia with a conventional venous
access device or as otherwise known in the art. For example
and without limitation, in at least one embodiment, an 18
gauge needle is inserted into the jugular vein. It will also be
appreciated that any other vein may be utilized, provided the
vein facilitates retroperfusion of the arterial blood to the
desired area of the body. After the vein has been punctured,
at step 508, a soft guidewire 40 is inserted into the opening
in the vein and advanced into the penumbra region of the
brain. This may be facilitated through use of the brain
topographic imaging taken at step 502 and/or through x-ray
(i.e. fluoroscopy) or other suitable visualization techniques.
[0163] After the distal end of the guidewire 40 is posi-
tioned in the desired location within the penumbra of the
brain, the distal end 614 of the catheter 610 is inserted into
the vein following the guidewire 40 at step 510. Specifically,
the distal end 614 of the catheter 610 is threaded over the
guidewire 40, inserted into the vein and advanced along the
main venous system to the target area within the penumbra.
Step 510 may be performed under fluoroscopic control or
with the aide of other visualization techniques known in the
art. Thereafter, the guidewire 40 may optionally be with-
drawn from the body through the lumen 18 of the catheter
10 at step 512.

[0164] At step 514, the connection assembly 310 may
optionally be coupled with the proximal end 612 of the
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catheter 10 and the distal end 714 of the flow unit 710. The
connection assembly 310 is fitted over the distal end 714 of
the flow unit 710 and the proximal end 612 of the catheter
610 and forms a leak-free attachment with both components
610, 710. Furthermore, in the at least one embodiment of the
method 900 where the at least one guidewire 40 was not
withdrawn from the patient’s body at step 512, the proximal
end of the at least one guidewire 40 is threaded through the
distal end 314 and the limb component 318 of the connection
assembly 310 such that the at least one guidewire 40 extends
through the interior 322 of the limb component 318.

[0165] At step 516, the flow unit 710 is coupled with the
source of arterial blood flow 250 and begins to receive
arterial blood from the punctured artery within the interior
718 thereof. In this manner, the arterial blood re-routed from
the artery of interest (not shown) by the source of arterial
blood flow 250 is allowed to flow through the source of
arterial blood flow 250 and into the proximal end 712 of the
flow unit 710 in a pulsatile fashion pursuant to the rhythm
of the patient’s heartbeat. In addition, due to the inclusion of
the stenosis component 810 on or in the source of the arterial
blood flow, the flow rate and/or pressure (depending on the
configuration of the particular stenosis component 810) is
adjusted as the arterial blood flows past the location of the
source of arterial blood flow 250 where the stenosis com-
ponent 810 is coupled therewith.

[0166] At step 514, the proximal end 612 of the catheter
610 and the distal end 714 of the flow unit 710 are securely
coupled together. In the at least one embodiment of the
retroperfusion system 700 that further comprises the con-
nection assembly 310, at step 518 the connection assembly
310 initiates the injection of gas into the interiors 320, 322
of the body 316 and the limb component 318 such that the
proximal end 612 of the catheter 610 and the distal end 714
of the flow unit 710 may be secured together under sterile
conditions. In addition, at step 518, if the at least one
guidewire 40 has not previously been withdrawn from the
patient’s body through the lumen 618 of the catheter 610 at
step 512, the at least one guidewire 40 is now removed from
the patient through the limb component 318 of the connec-
tion assembly 310.

[0167] At step 920, the distal end 214 of the flow unit 210
and the proximal end 12 of the catheter 10 are securely
coupled with one another and the arterial blood from the
artery of interest is pumped in synchrony with the patient’s
sinus rhythm through the source of arterial blood flow 250,
past the stenosis component 810, and into the flow unit 710.
In the at least one embodiment of the retroperfusion system
700 where the diameter of the interior 718 of the flow unit
710 is dynamically regulated by the remote module 270, the
pressure and flow of the arterial blood is further regulated by
the remote module 270 through use of the chamber 720.
Thereafter, the arterial blood having pressure and flow
values falling within the appropriate ranges flows into the
lumen 618 of the catheter 610 where the arterial blood is
perfused in a retrograde fashion into the vein at a target
location within the penumbra region of the brain. Accord-
ingly, in at least one embodiment, step 920 further comprises
the initial manipulation of the diameter of the interior 718 of
the flow unit 710 and the initial expansion and deflation of
the at least one expandable balloon 630, 632 of the catheter
610 as controlled by the remote module 270. However, it
will be understood that, in the at least one embodiment of the
retroperfusion system 700 wherein the interior 718 of the
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flow unit 710 is fixed, step 920 does not include manipula-
tion of the interior 718 diameter and, as such, the remote
module 270 only facilitates the initial expansion and defla-
tion of the at least one expandable balloon 630, 632 of the
catheter 610.

[0168] At step 522, the remote module 270 assesses
whether or not the data measured by the at least one sensors
624, 724 of the catheter 610 and the flow unit 710 fall within
the acceptable, pre-programmed ranges. In the event the
remote module 270 detects any deviation in the data falling
outside of the predefined allowable ranges, the method 900
proceeds to step 924. At step 924, the remote module 270
makes adjustments to the autoretroperfusion system 700
until the data received from the sensors 624, 724 indicates
that the deviation has been corrected and the data falls within
the acceptable parameters. For example, in the at least one
embodiment of the retroperfusion system 700 wherein the
interior 718 of the flow unit 710 is fixed, the remote module
270 may adjust the rate at which the at least one balloon 630,
632 of the catheter 610 is expanded and deflated in order to
manipulate the flow and/or pressure values of the arterial
blood perfusing through the catheter 610 and into the vein.
Alternatively, where the diameter of the interior 718 of the
flow unit 710 is adjustable, the remote module 270 may
adjust the rate of injection and/or withdrawal of fluid from
the chamber 220 and/or the volume of fluid injected or
withdrawn from the interior 232 of the chamber 220 in order
to affect the expansion and deflation of the balloons 630, 632
and/or the diameter of the interior 718 (and thus degree of
stenosis) of the flow unit 710. Accordingly, at step 924, the
remote module 270 automatically adjusts the flow and/or
pressure of the arterial blood flowing through the flow unit
710 pursuant to the continuous stream of data received from
the at least one sensor 624 of the catheter 610 and the at least
one sensor 724 of the flow unit 710.

[0169] When, either at step 522 or step 924, the remote
module 270 verifies that all of the data parameters are in
order, the method 900 advances to step 526. At step 526, the
remote module 270 defines an arterial blood pressure and
flow time cycle based on the data the remote module 270
continuously receives from the at least one sensor 624 of the
distal end 614 of the catheter 610 and the at least one sensor
724 of the distal end 714 of the flow unit 710. After the
remote module 270 has defined the pressure and flow time
cycle, the remote module 270 establishes the same through
the interval operation of the fluid source 280 and inflation
and/or deflation of the balloons 630, 632 and/or, if appli-
cable, the adjustment of the diameter of the interior 718 of
the flow unit 710. In this manner, the autoretroperfusion
system 700 delivers continuous autoretroperfusion therapy
to the penumbra of the brain such that the cells within the
penumbra can be maintained for an extended period of time
following an acute stroke event.

[0170] The devices, systems and methods described herein
provide numerous benefits over the devices, systems and
methods of the prior art. The systems 200, 300, 700 allow for
a bridge retroperfusion therapy to be safely delivered to
stroke patients such that other treatment therapies that were
previously not available may be applied. Furthermore, the
devices, systems and methods described herein are mini-
mally invasive, completely reversible, and decrease the risk
of complications seen with conventional treatments.

[0171] While the devices, systems and methods described
herein are presented with respect to specific anatomy and
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treatment examples, as one of ordinary skill in the art would
recognize, the systems 200, 300 and 700, the components
thereof, and the methods 500, 900 may be expanded to any
organ, limb or body structure that would benefit from a safe
and controllable retroperfusion therapy.

[0172] In addition to the foregoing, and in various
embodiments of catheters 10, 610 and/or systems 200, 300,
and 700, for example, of the present disclosure, catheters 10,
610 and/or systems 200, 300, and 700 may optionally
comprise a regional hypothermia system 4000 configured in
accordance with the following. Various regional hypother-
mia systems 4000 of the present disclosure, as shown in
component block diagram of FIG. 13 and as referenced in
further detail herein, are configured for use to cool (reduce
the temperature of) blood and/or other fluids within the body
for targeted delivery to a location within the body. Such
cooling can be from, for example, at or about 0.5° C. to as
much as 10° C. cooler, for example, than the native tem-
perature of blood within the mammalian body. In some
embodiments, localized blood cooling of greater than 10° C.
may be desired and accomplished using one or more
regional hypothermia systems 4000 of the present disclo-
sure.

[0173] In various embodiments, regional hypothermia
systems 4000 are configured for use within a mammalian
body even at tissues that are relatively difficult to reach due
to, for example, potential occlusion of one or more coronary
and/or cerebral arteries. Such regional hypothermia systems
4000 of the present disclosure may be useful in connection
with the reduction of perfusion injuries by cooling the region
of risk, whether it be at, near, or in the heart and/or brain,
may be critical to reduce reperfusion injury and to decrease
infarct size, for example, prior to opening an artery in the
heart or brain. Retroperfusion, as referenced generally
herein, provides an ideal mechanism to deliver blood at a
target location, and the use of a regional hypothermia system
4000 of the present disclosure in connection with one or
more catheters 10, 610 and/or systems 200, 300, and 700 of
the present disclosure can effectively deliver blood at a
desired/targeted temperature by way of delivery through
open veins, for example, to the region at risk, such as a heart
or brain. In general, catheters 10, 610 and/or systems 200,
300, and 700, in connection with the use of one or more
regional hypothermia systems 4000 of the present disclo-
sure, can allow perfusion/retroperfusion of oxygenated
blood, control blood perfusion pressure within a vessel,
condition a blood vessel to operate under higher blood
pressure (such as arterialization of a vein), and/or increase
flow of oxygenated blood to ischemic tissue, all at a rela-
tively colder temperature than would otherwise be allowed
without the use of a regional hypothermia system.

[0174] In at least one embodiment of a regional hypother-
mia system 4000 of the present disclosure, and as shown in
FIG. 13, regional hypothermia system 4000 comprises a heat
exchanger 4002 coupled to one or more components of
catheters 10, 610 and/or systems 200, 300, and 700 of the
present disclosure, such as, for example, catheters 10, 610,
flow unit 210, 710, body 216, 316, 716, and/or other
components referenced herein. Heat exchanger 4002, in
various embodiments, is configured to reduce the tempera-
ture of blood passing through one or more components of
catheters 10, 610 and/or systems 200, 300, and 700, so that
the blood that is ultimately delivered to the targeted area of
interest, such as being at, near, or in the heart and/or brain,
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is at a lower temperature than normal (or without the use of
a regional hypothermia system 4000). For example, and in
at least one embodiment, regional hypothermia system 4000
is used to reduce the temperature of blood delivered at, near,
or in the heart and/or brain by or about 3° C. to 4° C. via the
general blood circuit created using various catheters 10, 610
and/or systems 200, 300, and 700.

[0175] Heat exchanger 4002, as referenced herein, can
utilize one or more cooling products 4004, such as perfluo-
rocarbon, liquid carbon dioxide, helium, another cooled gas,
and/or another refrigerant or refrigeration mechanism
known in the art, that facilitates the cooling of blood, and
ultimately tissues at or near the cooled blood, through
components of catheters 10, 610 and/or systems 200, 300,
and 700 of the present disclosure. Furthermore, one or more
temperature sensors 4006 can be coupled to various com-
ponents of catheters 10, 610 and/or systems 200, 300, and
700 of the present disclosure, catheters 10, 610, flow unit
210, 710, body 216, 316, 716, and/or other components
referenced herein, so that blood and/or tissue temperature(s)
(including temperatures at, near, or in the heart and/or brain,
depending on the type of catheters 10, 610 and/or systems
200, 300, and 700 used) can be detected by temperature
sensors 4006 and transmitted (via wire or wirelessly) to a
remote module 270 and/or another data acquisition and
processing system/mechanism so that a user of regional
hypothermia system 4000 can regulate localized tempera-
ture (at, near, or in the heart or brain, for example), as
desired. A generic device 4008 is shown in FIG. 13 as being
operably coupled to an exemplary regional hypothermia
system 4000 of the present disclosure, whereby generic
device 4008 may comprise one or more catheters 10, 610
and/or systems 200, 300, and 700, other devices and/or
systems of the present disclosure, and/or individual compo-
nents thereof. An exemplary kit 4010 of the present disclo-
sure, as shown in the figures., comprises an exemplary
regional hypothermia system 4000 operably coupled to an
exemplary generic device 4008 of the present disclosure.
[0176] Further, and in various embodiments, heat
exchanger 4004 can be at the level of an arterial-venous
connector, a double-lumen catheter, and/or another compo-
nent of one or more cannulas 100, 200, and 400 and/or grafts
302 of the present disclosure. Use of the same can be
particularly important for patients are at high risk for rep-
erfusion injury and/or patients with hemodynamics instabil-
ity. There are several advantages to using a regional hypo-
thermia system 400 of the present disclosure, including but
not limited to rapid percutaneous insertion and rapid cooling
of the desired area (such as at or near the brain) before
opening the culprit artery to avoid the cascade of inflam-
matory reactions responsible for reperfusion injury.

[0177] As referenced generally above, various regional
hypothermia systems 4000 of the present disclosure are
configured and operable to introduce mild hypothermia to
reduce cerebral infarct size and general severity of the same.
Such systems 4000, in connection with various catheters 10,
610 and/or systems 200, 300, and 700 of the present dis-
closure, can treat chronic and acute heart failure, as needed.
[0178] Heart disease continues to be the leading cause of
death in the US and worldwide, with coronary artery disease
(CAD) being the most common type of heart disease causing
acute coronary syndromes (ACS). ST segment elevation
myocardial infarction (STEMI) is the most severe form of
ACS affecting nearly half a million Americans each year.
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Contemporary treatment of STEMI includes prompt and
successful reperfusion with either percutaneous coronary
intervention (PCT) or thrombolytic therapy to limit myocar-
dial injury and improve clinical outcome. Restoration of
blood flow through an obstructed artery, however, may lead
to reperfusion injury (RI) or microvascular obstruction in at
least 60% of all STEMI patients. RI, as well as no-reflow
phenomenon, lead to multiple complications including
arrhythmias, cellular and interstitial edema, increased infarct
size, left ventricular (LV) dysfunction, LV remodeling, and
increased mortality. Numerous modalities of treatment with
pharmacologic agents and ischemic pre- and post-condition-
ing have been investigated for the treatment of RI, but
currently there is no widely accepted clinical method to
reduce RI. Therefore, novel approaches are needed to limit
RI without first opening the arterial obstruction (i.e., pre-
conditioning).

[0179] Mild hypothermia (MH), defined as a temperature
0f32° C.-35.9° C., provides cardio-protection and decreases
infarct size following a STEMI by reducing myocardial
metabolic demand, free radical production, and platelet
aggregation. Clinical translation of these cardio-protective
results, however, has not been successful because of an
inability to locally cool the ischemic region prior to PCI.
Since traditional endovascular methods can only locally cool
the ischemic myocardium after PCI (when hypothermia is
unlikely to be effective), full clinical utility requires a new
percutaneous route for local MH delivery to the ischemic
region prior to PCIL. Unlike the obstructed coronary arterial
system, the coronary venous system remains unobstructed
and thus has great potential for therapy delivery (retrograde
delivery of arterial blood flow with and without MH). To
date, therapeutic retroperfusion has not been adopted clini-
cally because complicated equipment is required to regulate
perfusion to prevent damage to the entire coronary venous
system when exposed to arterial pressures.

[0180] The purpose of the present study was to evaluate
the effects of selective autoretroperfusion (SARP) and MH-
SARP on RI when applied following coronary artery occlu-
sion but before reperfusion. A novel SARP catheter that has
been validated regulates the pressure reaching the venous
system to locally deliver cooled arterial blood to the isch-
emic region of the myocardium.

Materials and Methods

[0181] All animal experiments were performed in accor-
dance with national and local ethical guidelines, including
the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, the
Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of
Laboratory Animals, and the Animal Welfare Act, and an
approved California Medical Innovations Institute TACUC
protocol regarding the use of animals in research.

Animal Preparation

[0182] Twenty female Yorkshire domestic swine were
divided in three groups, normothermia SARP (n=7), mild
hypothermia SARP (n=6), and sham control (n=7), with
body weight of 49.2+5.4 kg. The animals were housed at
California Medical Innovations Institute—Animal Care
Facilities. The pigs had ad libitum access to water and were
fed a commercial diet (Teklad 8753). A room temperature of
68-72° F. and humidity 0f 30% to 70% were maintained. The
animals were carefully checked for preexisting diseases and
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acclimated for a minimum of 3 days before undergoing the
interventional procedures. The pigs were fasted overnight.
Sedation was achieved with ketamine, 20 mg/kg IM, and
surgical anesthesia was maintained with isoflurane 1.5-2.
5%. Ventilation with 100% O, was provided with a venti-
lator and maintained PCO, at approximately 35 mmHg.
Body temperature was kept at 36.0° C.-37.2° C. with a
heating pad and a Bair Hugger system. Electrocardiographic
(ECG) leads were attached to the animals’ limbs and cardiac
electrical signals were monitored on a Physio-Control
Lifepak 12 monitor/defibrillator and a Powerlab data acqui-
sition system (ADInstruments, Colorado Springs, Colo.) for
offline ECG analysis. The analysis was performed using
LabChart (ADInstruments, Colorado Springs, Colo.) ECG
analysis pre-settings for swine: QRS width 40 ms, R-R
waves 200 ms, Pre-P baseline 50 ms, Maximum PR 140 ms,
Maximum RT 400 ms, and ST height 60 ms from alignment.
[0183] Under sterile conditions, introducer sheaths were
percutaneously inserted into the jugular veins and common
femoral arteries. Heparin, 100 TU/kg IV, was administered
before instrumentation and was then supplemented with
5,000 IU every hour. The left anterior descending (LAD)
artery was accessed using a percutaneous femoral approach.
A 3-mm Maverick over-the-wire balloon catheter (Boston
Scientific, Marlborough, Mass.) was inserted through the
right femoral artery and positioned under fluoroscopic guid-
ance into the LAD artery, distal to the second diagonal
branch.

[0184] The temperature of the subendocardium was mea-
sured via a sterile custom percutaneous temperature probe
comprised of a 5F radial catheter with an 18 gauge needle
affixed within the distal tip of the catheter such that 3.5 mm
of the needle protruded from the catheter. Before steriliza-
tion, a thermocouple was passed through the catheter and the
tip of the thermocouple was secured in the bevel of the
needle with epoxy. The catheter was sealed on the proximal
and distal ends to ensure hemostasis throughout the proce-
dure. The temperature probe was advanced through the left
femoral artery into the LV until the catheter was apposed
against the myocardial wall within the LAD area at risk, thus
ensuring a 3.5 mm measurement depth. The temperature
measurement was determined via a data acquisition system
and recorded via LabChart (ADInstruments, Colorado
Springs, Colo.). The baseline temperature was recorded
prior to initiation of therapy. A representative experimental
tracing recorded from the subendocardial temperature probe
is shown in FIG. 14.

[0185] The SARP catheter was inserted through the right
jugular vein, advanced into the coronary sinus, and posi-
tioned at the junction of the great cardiac and LAD veins.
With all catheters in place, baseline measurements (echocar-
diography, blood sample collection, arterial pressure and
ECG recording) were taken before initiation of the proce-
dure.

Mild Hypothermia-Selective
(MH-SARP) System

[0186] The system was comprised of an arterial access
sheath, an extracorporeal Peltier cooling system used in
conjunction with a stainless steel heat transfer heat
exchanger, an inline drug delivery port, a flow control
mechanism, and the custom delivery SARP catheter. The
catheter was similar to an Ansel I sheath with a custom
proximal fitting to facilitate blood flow, and a compliant
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balloon on the distal section of the catheter to ensure
occlusion of the great cardiac vein in order to avoid back
flow towards the coronary sinus during SARP therapy. These
components were interconnected via luer-to-barb fittings
and silicone tubing. Arterial blood, shunted from the right
carotid artery, passed via silicone tubing through the heat
exchanger, and was then delivered to the LAD vein (includ-
ing the drug delivery port and flow control mechanism)
connected to the SARP catheter. The arterial blood was
delivered into the LAD vein using the animal’s own pulse
pressure (i.e., autoretroperfusion) without the need of syn-
chronized pumps.

[0187] In all three groups, the LAD artery was occluded
for 60 min and then reperfused for 30 min. The control group
received no treatment. In the normothermia SARP and mild
hypothermia SARP groups, therapy was initiated following
30 min of LAD artery occlusion, and instituted for 30 min
while the artery remained occluded. To assess the effect of
therapy on longer ischemic periods, in one SARP animal we
occluded the LAD artery for 90 min and instituted SARP at
60 min post-occlusion. In one sham control animal, on the
other hand, we reduced the occlusion period to 30 min,
followed by reperfusion. These two additional animals were
not considered in the analysis.

[0188] The heart was defibrillated if fibrillation occurred
during the occlusion period. Ventricular arrhythmias during
occlusion were managed with Lidocaine, 1-1.5 mg/kg IV
and Amiodarone, 0.5 mg/min IV. After the procedure, the
animals received antibiotics and painkillers, and were fol-
lowed-up for 4 weeks.

Echocardiography

[0189] Two-dimensional transesophageal and transtho-
racic echocardiograms were obtained in all animals using an
1E33 ultrasound system (Philips, Andover, Mass.) for serial
measurements of LV function. Long and short axes views
were obtained during the surgical procedure at 30-min
intervals and analyzed offline to determine LV volumes,
ejection fraction (EF), and wall thickness using QLAB 10.5
(Philips, Andover, Mass.). Additional echocardiograms were
obtained every two weeks.

Blood Sample Collection

[0190] Arterial blood, coronary venous blood, central
venous blood, and retroperfusion effluent blood samples
were collected every 30 min to determine metabolic param-
eters including oxygen tension, glucose uptake, lactate
uptake, and cardiac troponin I (¢Tnl) levels. miR-1 and
miR-133a levels were measured in plasma. The retroperfu-
sion effluent samples were obtained via the lumen of the
LAD balloon catheter while inflated.

Reverse Transcription and Quantitative Real Time PCR
analysis

[0191] MicroRNA (miRNA or miR) assays were per-
formed as described previously (21). Plasma was mixed
with TRIzol LS (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, Calif., USA)ina 1:3
ratio and the samples were homogenized by vortexing >30
s. RNA was then isolated using an miRNeasy mini kit
(Qiagen, Hilden, Germany) according to the manufacturer’s
instructions. Reverse transcription and quantitative PCR
(qPCR) were performed using the TagMan@ microRNA
assay Kit (Applied Biosystems) as previously described.
Briefly, reverse transcription was performed in a 15 uL
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reaction mix containing 20 ng of total RNA, 3 pl, of miRNA
primer mix, 1 mM dNTP, 50 U reverse transcriptase, and 3.8
u RNase inhibitor. Reactions were incubated at 16° C. for 30
min, 42° C. for 30 min, and 85° C. for 5 min. PCR was
performed in a 10 pL reaction volume containing 0.5 pl, of
miRNA primer and TagMan probe mix, 0.67 pL. of RT
product (five-fold dilution), and 5 ul, of TagMan Universal
PCR Master Mix. The cycling conditions were as follows:
10 min at 95° C., followed by 40 cycles of 15 s at 95° C. and
1 min at 60° C. miR-16 was used as an internal control. For
all samples, reverse transcription and qPCR were performed
three times and qPCR was performed in triplicate. Relative
gene expression levels between baseline and 90 min samples
were determined using the comparative Ct (27***) method
after normalizing to miR-16. The baseline values were
normalized to 1.

Heart Preparation

[0192] After four weeks of the initial interventional pro-
cedure, the heart was arrested in diastole with a saturated
solution of potassium chloride injected through the jugular
vein, excised and transported to the lab in 0.9% sodium
chloride. Transmural biopsy samples were taken from dif-
ferent regions of the LV for histological analysis. The LAD
artery was cannulated with tygon tubing at the site where the
balloon catheter was inflated during the SARP procedure.
The myocardium was double-stained with Evans blue and
2,3,5-triphenyltetrazolium chloride (TTC) for demarcation
of the area at risk and the infarcted area. The heart was
perfused with 10 mL of 1% Evans blue. The ascending aorta
and pulmonary artery were removed, as well as the atria and
the right ventricle. The LV was then cut into 8 slices (~10
mm thick) from apex to base (parallel to the atrioventricular
groove). The slices were further stained with 1% TTC at 37°
C., fixed in 10% buffered formalin, and scanned for deter-
mination of infarct size relative to the area at risk using
ImageJ software.

Statistical Analysis

[0193] All statistical analyses were performed using Sig-
maStat 3.5 (Systat Software, Point Richmond, Calif.). The
data were expressed as mean+SD, unless otherwise speci-
fied. The differences between the various parameters and
groups were evaluated using analysis of variance (ANOVA)
and Student’s t-test. The differences were considered sig-
nificant at p<0.05.

Results

[0194] The hemodynamic parameters in the control, nor-
mothermia and hypothermia groups at baseline, occlusion,
retroperfusion, and reperfusion periods are summarized in
Table 1.

TABLE 1

Hemodynamic Parameters

Control Normothermia  Hypothermia
Baseline
Systolic BP (mmHg) 8l.1+75 842 + 84 81.4 +7.0
Diastolic BP (mmHg) 53.6 = 8.0 581114 539 8.1
MAP (mmHg) 66.1 = 84 70.6 + 10.6 653 %73
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TABLE 1-continued

Hemodynamic Parameters

Conntrol Normothermia  Hypothermia
Heart Rate (bpm) 854 +11.9 857 £26.8 953 +31.8
Pulse Pressure (mmHg) 27528 261 £5.1 275 £62

Ischemia

Systolic BP (mmHg) 615 £59% 658 +11.72 593 x4.13
Diastolic BP (mmHg) 468 + 6.0° 480 £10.3 424 52
MAP (mmHg) S4.1+64% 557 =+x121' 497 =x51°7
Heart Rate (bpm) 85.2 £ 10.1 88.6 + 26.1 959 +17.0
Pulse Pressure (nmHg)  14.7 £ 2.0° 179 277 17.0 £2.52

Retroperfusion
Systolic BP (mmHg) 655 = 7.12 59.1 = 5.0%
Diastolic BP (mmHg) 48.6 £ 7.2 435 £5.1
MAP (mmHg) 563 + 7.7 50.4 +5.4°
Heart Rate (bpm) 86.9 + 14.9 08.8 + 14.8
Pulse Pressure (mmHg) 16.8 £ 1.7 15.6 £2.2

Reperfusion

Systolic BP (mmHg) S1.7+78%  67.5+£69% 705 584
Diastolic BP (mmHg) 344952 463 =83* 4.8 + 624
MAP (mmHg) 423 £89° 548 £8.1% 544 £63M
Heart Rate (bpm) 780 £ 171 1056 £36.7  97.5 = 14.7*
Pulse Pressure (nmHg)  17.3 = 2.8% 21252 25.7 + 4.4°

lp < 0.05, 2p <0.01, 3p < 0.001 relative to baseline values.
4p < 0.05, 5p <0.01, 6p < 0.001 relative to control group.
BP, blood pressure.

MAP, mean arterial pressure.

[0195] In all 3 groups, the systolic and mean arterial
pressure (MAP) significantly decreased during occlusion,
retroperfusion and reperfusion compared with their corre-
sponding baseline values. Systolic pressure and MAP during
reperfusion, however, were significantly higher in the nor-
mothermia and hypothermia groups than the control group.
Similarly, in the control group, pulse pressure significantly
decreased during occlusion and reperfusion. In the normo-
thermia and hypothermia groups, pulse pressure also sig-
nificantly decreased during occlusion, remained approxi-
mately the same during retroperfusion, but returned to
almost baseline levels during reperfusion. Compared with
controls, the hypothermia group showed a significantly
higher pulse pressure during reperfusion. Heart rate
remained comparable in all 3 groups under different condi-
tions relative to baseline values. During the reperfusion
period, however, the hypothermia group showed significant
increase in heart rate compared with the control group.
[0196] Following the initiation of MH-SARP in the cor-
responding animal group, the myocardial temperature in the
subendocardium decreased approximately one degree Cel-
sius (35.9° C.+0.3° C. to 35.0° C.+0.2° C.) in less than 4
min, as shown in FIG. 14. Once MH-SARP treatment was
terminated at 60 min post LAD occlusion, the subendocar-
dial temperature progressively increased to baseline levels in
approximately 15 min (FIG. 14).

[0197] No significant differences in LV function were
observed between groups at the end of the study. EF was
modestly reduced from 61.2%=%2.7%. 59.0%=8.2%, and
58.6%=x4.5% at baseline to 58.0%=x10.1%, 53.7%=4.0%,
and 58.9%x+7.8% at 4 weeks for control, normothermia, and
hypothermia groups, respectively.

[0198] The analysis of ECG ST-segment deviation dem-
onstrated significant recovery in the degree of segment
depression within 10 min following initiation of therapy
(SARP and MH-SARP vs. control, p<0.05, FIG. 15A).
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Significant reduction in the number of arrhythmic events
(FIG. 15B) and absence of QRS distortion during the
reperfusion period were also observed with SARP and
MH-SARP (p<0.05).

[0199] Cardiac troponin levels in the control, normother-
mia, and hypothermia groups are shown in FIG. 16. Sig-
nificant reduction in cTnl levels was observed at 90 min and
2.5 hours following LAD occlusion with SARP (4.4+3.5
ng/mL, p<0.05 and 16.8+16.0 ng/mL, p<0.01) and MH-
SARP (1.4+0.8 ng/mL, p<0.01 and 8.1+6.8 ng/mL, p<0.
001) vs. control (14.2+9.0 ng/mL and 42.6£13.5 ng/mL).
[0200] The levels of miR-1 (FIG. 17A) and miR-133a
(FIG. 17B), novel biomarkers of reperfusion injury, were
measured in blood plasma. A seven-fold increase in miR-1
after reperfusion was observed in the control group com-
pared to baseline (p<0.04). In the normothermia and hypo-
thermia groups, the values decrease to three and four times
of those of baseline values, respectively, but the difference
were not significant. Similarly, miR-133a in the control
group also increased seven times after reperfusion, com-
pared to the baseline levels (p<0.02). In the normothermia
group, miR-133a also increased approximately seven times
at 90 min, although the values were not statistically different
to baseline. In the hypothermia group, the values between
baseline and 90 min were nearly identical.

[0201] A reduction in infarct size (relative to the area at
risk) was observed with SARP (83.2%) and MH-SARP
(93.3%) relative to control (FIG. 18A). The infarcted area
decreased from 28.1%+7.7% [median 27.1% (quartiles 1-3,
25.5-29.6%)] in the control group to 4.7%=*4.0% [median
3.9% (quartiles 1-3, 1.7-9.0%)] in the normothermia group
(p=0.0001) and 1.9%=1.4% [median 1.8% (quartiles 1-3,
0.8-3.2%)] in the hypothermia group (p=0.0001). No sig-
nificant differences were found between SARP and MH-
SARP (p=0.15). The 1 pilot animal with 90 min LAD
occlusion and 30 min SARP treatment showed similar
infarcted area (0.7%) to the normothermia group animals
(0% to 9.9%). On the other hand, the 1 pilot control animal
with 30 min occlusion followed by reperfusion also showed
similar infarcted area (22.5%) to the rest of the animals in
the control group (16.8% to 42.8%). FIG. 18B shows
myocardial sections obtained from approximately the same
regions in the control, normothermia, and hypothermia
groups, double-stained with Evans blue and TTC. The
infarcted area (white) is clearly demarcated in the control
group (left panel) vs. normothermia (central panel) and
hypothermia (right panel) groups.

[0202] FIGS. 19A, 19B, 19C, and 19D show representa-
tive histological myocardial sections stained for the RI
marker caspase-3. Caspase-3 expression (red) was elevated
in control (FIG. 19B) specimens, compared with SARP
(FIG. 19C) and MH-SARP (FIG. 19D) samples, which
approximate healthy viable myocardium (FIG. 19A).
[0203] Indices of cardiac metabolism in response to SARP
and MH-SARP are shown in FIGS. 20A, 20B, and 20C. PO,
levels measured from effluent samples (FIG. 20A) in the
control group remained almost the same at 30 and 60 min of
occlusion (18.123.9 mmHg and 19.822.7 mmHg, respec-
tively) compared with baseline levels (18.0+4.6 mmHg). In
the normothermia group, PO, levels increased from
17.8£1.5 mmHg at baseline to 35.2+5.5 mmHg (p<0.01) and
28.6+9.0 mmHg after 5 and 30 min of SARP, respectively.
Similarly, PO, levels in the hypothermia group increased
from 20.8+3.7 mmHg at baseline to 28.3+4.1 mmHg after 5
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min of MH-SARP and 27.0+1.6 mmHg after 30 min of
MH-SARP. The values between normothermia and control
groups were significantly different after 5 (p<0.01) and 30
(p<0.01) min of therapy, respectively. In the hypothermia
group significance was found after 30 min of therapy
(p<0.01) when compared with control. FIG. 20B shows
glucose uptake measured from effluent samples. Within 5
min of SARP, glucose uptake increased to 24.0+2.1 mg/dL
(p<0.01), and after 30 min to 18.0+3.3 mg/dlL compared
with baseline values (8.4+4.7 mg/dL) in the normothermia
group. In the hypothermia group, the values were 28.0+3 .4
mg/dL (p<0.01) and 20.2+4.0 mg/dL after 5 and 30 min of
MH-SARP, respectively, compared with 9.7+9.2 mg/dL, at
baseline. Glucose uptake in the normothermia (p<0.01) and
hypothermia (p<0.01) groups was significantly higher than
the control group after 5 minutes of treatment. FIG. 20C
shows lactate uptake measurements from effluent samples.
After 5 min of SARP, lactate uptake significantly decreased
from 0.4+0.2 mmol/L, (baseline) to —4.4+2.0 mmol/L in the
normothermia group (p<0.01). After 30 min of SARP, lac-
tate uptake was -1.5£0.6 mmol/LL (p<0.001). Similarly, in
the hypothermia group, lactate uptake significantly
decreased from 0.6£0.4 mmol/L. at baseline to -2.6£1.3
mmol/L after 5 min of MH-SARP, and to —1.4+0.8 mmol/L
after 30 min of MH-SARP. The values in the normothermia
and hypothermia groups were significantly different after 5
(p<0.01, p<0.01) and 30 (p<0.001, p<0.05) min of treat-
ment, respectively, compared with the control group.

DISCUSSION

[0204] We have shown for the first time that selective
autoretroperfusion, alone or in combination with mild hypo-
thermia, significantly reduces myocardial infarct size up to
98% in a swine model of acute myocardial infarction.
MH-SARP was remarkably effective in reducing myocardial
infarct size [98.1x1.4% (93.3% relative to control)], with
concomitant attenuation of markers for myocardial ischemia
(cTal), reperfusion injury (degree of ST-segment depres-
sion), and cardiomyocyte injury (oxygen, glucose and lac-
tate uptake, as well as caspase-3 expression). Moreover,
SARP alone was also able to significantly reduce infarct size
[95.324.0% (83.2% relative to control)] and all associated
indices to near equivalent levels without the complexity of
hypothermia.

[0205] Several animal and clinical studies have docu-
mented the beneficial effects of hypothermia to minimize
myocardial reperfusion injury following AMI. Similarly, the
beneficial effects of coronary venous retroperfusion for the
ischemic myocardium, with and without synchronized
pumping have been largely investigated. In the present
study, we sought to evaluate the adjunctive therapeutic
effects of both autoretroperfusion (without the use of syn-
chronized pumps) and mild hypothermia to prevent the
deleterious effects of myocardial reperfusion following PCI
post-acute coronary occlusion. We used the animals’ own
pulse pressure to retroperfuse arterial blood through the
coronary venous system. We also chose a large animal
model (swine) of myocardial ischemia to minimize the
variability in infarct size and maintain translational rel-
evance.

[0206] Employing the animals’ own pulse pressure, arte-
rial blood from the carotid was rapidly cooled down using an
extracorporeal cooling system and then retroperfused
through the coronary venous system without the need for
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external pumps. Furthermore, with the use of regional
hypothermia instead of whole body hypothermia, we
avoided hemodynamic deterioration and other adverse
effects such as shivering. Subendocardial temperature was
reduced by approximately one degree Celsius in <4 min
following initiation of therapy. This small reduction in
temperature provided an additive protective effect to SARP
(95.3+4% to 98.1£1.4% infarct size reduction), salvaging
the ischemic myocardium from irreversible damage. The
remarkable reduction in infarct size observed in the present
study is likely the combined effects of blood supply reaching
the ischemic area, removal of adverse metabolites (retrop-
erfusion), and reduction in cellular metabolism (hypother-
mia), i.e., positively affecting the oxygen supply-demand
relation. The rapid decrease in subendocardial temperature
also supports the effective delivery of SARP, which in this
case, was confirmed via contrast injection and coronary
venogram. Furthermore, measurement of the retroperfusion
pressure (38.1x1.6 mmHg during therapy vs. 20.9+1.7
mmHg at baseline) in the LAD vein, distal to the tip of the
SARP catheter, indicated that we achieved an ideal pressure
(<50 mmHg), necessary to avoid myocardial edema and
hemorrhage. Previous studies evaluating the effects of
machine-driven synchronized hypothermic retroperfusion in
dogs also reported a significant decrease in myocardial
infarct size although not to the magnitude reported in the
present study. It is very interesting that autoretroperfusion
appears to confer greater benefit than machine-retroperfu-
sion. In their study, Wakida and colleagues reported an
infarct size (relative to the area at risk) of 6.2+3.3% in dogs
treated with hypothermic retroperfusion, and 24.1+6.7%
with normothermic retroperfusion. Synchronized retroper-
fusion only permits myocardial retro flow in diastole and
venous drainage during systole. The heart, however, is
capable of distributing the blood flow of the ischemic
myocardium once blood is delivered through the coronary
venous system, facilitating at the same time the wash out of
toxic products without the need of intermittent occlusion of
the coronary sinus. The presence of intervenous connections
is important for the distribution of flow to different regions
of the myocardium, minimizing the damage that buildup of
intravascular pressure may cause.

[0207] Along with the significant reduction in infarct size,
MH-SARP and SARP alone significantly reduced the inci-
dence of ventricular arrhythmias during the reperfusion
period, which correlated with outcome in humans. The
presence of arrhythmias has been attributed to attenuation of
conduction, which usually occurs during ischemia and is
pre-requisite for re-entry. Recently, it has been postulated
that mild hypothermia prevents ischemia-induced conduc-
tion block and conduction velocity slowing by preserving
gap junction coupling as well as sodium channel function. It
is worth mentioning that large myocardial temperature gra-
dients can cause severe arrhythmias due to the dispersion of
the action potential, which underscores the importance of
the degree of hypothermia as an adjunctive therapy of
myocardial ischemia. An approximate 1° C. reduction of the
subendocardial temperature significantly reduced the inci-
dence of arrhythmic events during the reperfusion period.
SARP alone also significantly reduced the presence of
arrhythmic events, although to a lesser degree (7.3£5.0 vs.
5.5£1.3).

[0208] Following the initiation of SARP, an increase in
effluent PO, was observed. This somewhat paradoxical
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finding suggests a reduced oxygen uptake, which may be the
result of cell death or conversion to a glycolytic ischemic
metabolism. Support for the latter is provided by marked
increase in glucose uptake. These data demonstrate that the
onset of anaerobic glycolysis, as evidenced by lactate release
across the ischemic bed, may have contributed to the pres-
ervation of cell viability. Our main hypothesis was that mild
hypothermia induces a decrease in metabolic demand and
hence reduces myocardial cell death during the reperfusion
period. The results obtained in this study with SARP alone,
however, suggest that the primary benefit may be derived by
oxygen delivery to the ischemic myocardium and removal of
toxic byproducts.

[0209] Although we did not find significant differences in
EF, the low levels of ¢Tnl in the MH-SARP and SARP alone
groups suggest cardiomyocyte preservation. Troponins are
regulatory proteins integral to myocardial contraction. The
observed differences in EF may have been limited by the
relatively short recovery period of four weeks.

[0210] Two biomarkers of myocardial infarction and rep-
erfusion injury, miRNA-1 and miRNA-133a, were strongly
upregulated in plasma from the control group. This upregu-
lation of miRNAs in plasma is likely due to release from the
cytoplasm of cardiac cells. On the other hand, non-signifi-
cant upregulation of miRNA-1 and miRNA-133a was found
with implementation of SARP alone or MH-SARP before
reperfusion.

Study Limitations

[0211] SARP and MH-SARP in this study was applied
almost immediately after the initiation of the ischemic
period. This schedule of treatment, however, is of little
clinical relevance since therapy cannot always be applied in
patients within 30 min of the beginning of symptoms. Rather
than imitations of clinical flow, our intent here was to
evaluate the therapy scientifically. Furthermore, the timing
of implementation of SARP or MH-SARP needs to be taken
into account before opening of the arterial occlusion. We
believe that coronary sinus cannulation can be accomplished
within 5 min, which is on par with access to the sinus for
lead implantation, and hence, would not significantly delay
the door-to-balloon time. Furthermore, any small delay to
the door-to-balloon time is unlikely to affect outcomes.
[0212] The relatively small sample size is a limitation of
the study. The small individual differences in infarct size
within each group, however, support our findings. Larger
cohorts will be considered in future studies. Occlusion of the
LAD artery was mechanically induced by balloon inflation
in healthy animals with healthy coronary arteries. Future
studies will consider the use of more clinically relevant
animal models such as animals fed with a high fat diet to
induce atherosclerotic arteries.

[0213] As noted herein, unprecedented reductions in
infarct size were achieved with MH-SARP [(98.1+1.4%),
93.3% relative to control, p<0.0001] as well as with SARP
[(95.324.0%), 83.2% relative to control, p<0.0001]. Infarct
size with MH-SARP [median 1.8% (quartiles 1-3, 0.8-3.
2%)] and SARP [3.9% (quartiles 1-3, 1.7-9.0%)] were
significantly smaller than control [27.1% (quartiles 1-3,
25.5-29.6%)]. Cardiac troponin levels were reduced with
MH-SARP after 30 min of reperfusion (1.4+0.8 ng/mlL,
p<0.01) and SARP (4.423.5 ng/mL, p<0.05) vs. control
(14.2+9.0 ng/mL). miR-1 (p<0.04) and miR-133a (p<0.02)
levels increased approximately 7 times in the control group
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after reperfusion injury, whereas in the SARP and MH-
SARP groups the values after treatment were not statistically
different from baseline. Significant recovery in the degree of
ST-segment deviation was observed within 10 min of ini-
tiation of therapy, as well as decrease in the incidence of
arrhythmic events with MH-SARP (5.5+1.3, p<0.01) and
SARP (7.3+5.0, p<0.01) vs. control (27.8+7.9) during rep-
erfusion. Significant increase in PO,, glucose uptake, and
release of lactate, were found with SARP and MH-SARP
compared with control.

[0214] The data indicate that SARP and MH-SARP pre-
serve cellular integrity and decrease myocardial infarct size.
These findings warrant further investigation towards first in
man translation, which may provide a therapeutic option to
reduce RI substantially.

[0215] While various embodiments systems for selective
auto-retroperfusion along with regional mild hypothermia
and methods for using the same have been described in
considerable detail herein, the embodiments are merely
offered by way of non-limiting examples of the disclosure
described herein. It will therefore be understood that various
changes and modifications may be made, and equivalents
may be substituted for elements thereof, without departing
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from the scope of the disclosure. Indeed, this disclosure is
not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the scope of the
disclosure.
[0216] Further, in describing representative embodiments,
the disclosure may have presented a method and/or process
as a particular sequence of steps. However, to the extent that
the method or process does not rely on the particular order
of steps set forth herein, the method or process should not be
limited to the particular sequence of steps described. Other
sequences of steps may be possible. Therefore, the particular
order of the steps disclosed herein should not be construed
as limitations of the present disclosure. In addition, disclo-
sure directed to a method and/or process should not be
limited to the performance of their steps in the order written.
Such sequences may be varied and still remain within the
scope of the present disclosure.

1. A system, comprising;

a catheter;

a flow unit; and

a regional hypothermia system;

wherein the regional hypothermia system is operable to

regulate a temperature of a bodily fluid flowing there-

through.
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