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FEATURE EXTRACTION APPARATUS AND
METHOD FOR BIOMETRIC INFORMATION
DETECTION, BIOMETRIC INFORMATION
DETECTION APPARATUS, AND WEARABLE
DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)
from Korean Patent Application No. 10-2016-0120201, filed
on Sep. 20, 2016, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

Field

Methods and apparatuses consistent with exemplary
embodiments disclosed herein relate to a technology for
non-invasively detecting biometric information by extract-
ing a feature from a bio-signal and using the extracted
feature.

Description of Related Art

Due to the recent aging population, the increase in medi-
cal expenses, and the shortage of specialized medical service
personnel, the research on IT-medical convergence tech-
nologies, in which the IT technologies and medical tech-
nologies are combined, is ongoing. In particular, monitoring
of the health status of a human body is not limited only to
being performed at a fixed place, such as a hospital, but is
extended to a mobile healthcare field which provides moni-
toring of a user’s health status at any place, such as at home
and the office, at any time in daily life. Electrocardiography
(ECG), photoplethysmogram (PPG), and Electromyography
(EMG) signals are typical examples of a bio-signal that
indicates the individual’s health condition, and various
bio-signal sensors for measuring such signals in daily life
have been developed. In particular, in the case of a PPG
sensor, a blood pressure of a user can be measured by
analyzing a shape of a pulse wave which indicates the
cardiovascular state of the user, etc.

PPG bio-signal research has shown that the full PPG
signal is composed of a superposition of a propagation wave
starting from the heart toward the body distal end and a
reflection wave coming back from the body distal end. In
addition, it is known that information used to estimate blood
pressure can be obtained by extracting various features
related to the propagation wave or the reflection wave.

SUMMARY

This summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

According to an aspect of an exemplary embodiment,
there is provided a feature extraction apparatus configured to
perform biometric information detection, the feature extrac-
tion apparatus including: a bio-signal obtainer configured to
acquire a bio-signal; and a processor configured to decom-
pose a waveform of the acquired bio-signal into component

10

15

20

25

40

45

55

60

65

2

pulses and extract a feature for the biometric information
detection based on characteristic points of the component
pulses.

The processor may include a waveform decomposer con-
figured to obtain a subsequent component pulse based on a
new bio-signal generated based on one of the component
pulses.

The waveform decomposer may include: a pulse estima-
tor configured to estimate a given component pulse to be
decomposed, among the component pulses, based on the
waveform of the bio-signal and thereby generate an estima-
tion result; and a pulse generator configured to generate the
given component pulse based on the estimation result.

The waveform decomposer may further include a pulse
eliminator configured to, when the given component pulse is
generated, eliminate the generated component pulse from
the bio-signal, and when a number of generated component
pulses is smaller than a pre-set number, estimate another
subsequent component pulse based on another new bio-
signal generated by eliminating the generated component
pulse.

The pulse estimator may be configured to model a com-
ponent pulse waveform function based on the waveform of
the acquired bio-signal and estimate parameters of the
component pulse waveform function.

The pulse estimator may be configured to model the
component pulse waveform function to be bilaterally asym-
metric with respect to a time axis, based on a Gaussian
waveform function and an asymmetry factor.

The waveform decomposer may further include a factor
adjuster configured to, when the given component pulse is
estimated based on a current bio-signal and the asymmetry
factor, adjust the asymmetry factor based on a new bio-
signal generated by eliminating the estimated component
pulse from the current bio-signal, and the pulse estimator
may be configured to re-estimate the given component pulse
based on the current bio-signal and the adjusted asymmetry
factor.

The factor adjuster may be configured to adjust the
asymmetry factor based on a determination that a mean time
period of the eliminated component pulse is smaller than a
time period at a peak point.

The processor may include a feature extractor configured
to extract the feature for the biometric information detection
based on characteristic points which include one or more of
time, an amplitude, a standard deviation, and an offset of the
decomposed component pulses.

The bio-signal obtainer may be configured to acquire the
bio-signal by emitting light onto a user’s skin and detecting
light returning from the user’s skin.

The feature extraction apparatus may further include a
communicator configured to receive the bio-signal from a
biometric information detection apparatus, forward the bio-
signal to the bio-signal obtainer and transmit a result of
processing based on the received bio-signal to the biometric
information detection apparatus.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodi-
ment, there is provided a feature extraction method for
biometric information detection, the feature extraction
method including: acquiring a bio-signal; decomposing a
waveform of the acquired bio-signal into component pulses;
and extracting a feature for the biometric information detec-
tion based on characteristic points of each of the component
pulses.

The decomposing may include obtaining a subsequent
component pulse based on a new bio-signal generated based
on one of the component pulses.
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The decomposing may include: estimating a given com-
ponent pulse to be decomposed, among the component
pulses, based on the waveform of the bio-signal; and gen-
erating the given component pulse based on the estimation
result.

The feature extraction method may further include, when
the given component pulse is generated, eliminating the
generated component pulse from the bio-signal, wherein the
estimating of the given component pulse may include, when
a number of generated component pulses is smaller than a
pre-set number, estimating another subsequent component
pulse based on another new bio-signal generated by elimi-
nating the generated component pulse.

The estimating of the given component pulse may include
modeling a component pulse waveform function based on
the waveform of the bio-signal and estimating parameters of
the component pulse waveform function.

The modeling of the component pulse waveform function
may include modeling the component pulse waveform func-
tion to be bilaterally asymmetric with respect to a time axis,
based on a Gaussian waveform function and an asymmetry
factor.

The feature extraction method may further include adjust-
ing the asymmetry factor for a waveform of the given
component pulse to be estimated.

The adjusting of the asymmetry factor may include:
estimating the given component pulse based on the bio-
signal and the asymmetry factor; eliminating the estimated
component pulse from the bio-signal; comparing a mean
time period of the bio-signal from which the component
pulse is eliminated with a time period at a peak point, and,
in response to determining that the mean time period is
smaller than the time period at a peak point, adjusting the
asymmetry factor and re-estimating the given component
pulse.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodi-
ment, there is provided a biometric information detection
apparatus including: a measurer configured to emit light
onto a user’s skin, detect the light reflecting from the user’s
skin, and measure a bio-signal based on the detected light;
and a processor configured to decompose a waveform of the
bio-signal into component pulses, extract a feature of the
bio-signal based on characteristic points of the component
pulses, and detect biometric information based on the fea-
ture.

The processor may be further configured to obtain a
subsequent component pulse based on a new bio-signal
generated based on one of the component pulses.

The processor may be further configured to model a
component pulse waveform function which is asymmetric
with respect to a time axis, based on a Gaussian waveform
function and an asymmetry factor, and decompose the
bio-signal into the component pulses based on the modeled
component pulse waveform function.

The processor may be further configured to extract the
feature based on characteristic points which include one or
more of time, an amplitude, a standard deviation, and an
offset of the component pulses.

The biometric information detection apparatus may fur-
ther include a communicator configured to transmit the
measured bio-signal to a feature extraction apparatus and
receive, from the feature extraction apparatus, at least one of
one or more additional component pulses decomposed based
on the bio-signal, characteristic points of each of the addi-
tional component pulses, and a feature extracted based on
the characteristic points.
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The biometric information may include one or more of
blood pressure, a vascular age, a degree of arterial stiffness,
an aortic pressure waveform, a stress index, and a degree of
fatigue.

According to an aspect of another exemplary embodi-
ment, there is provided a wearable device including: a main
body; a measurer provided in the main body and configured
to emit light onto a user’s skin, detect the light reflecting
from the user’s skin, and measure a bio-signal based on the
detected light; a processor provided in the main body and
configured to acquire the bio-signal by controlling the
measurer, decompose a waveform of the acquired bio-signal
into component pulses, extract a feature based on charac-
teristic points of the component pulses, detect biometric
information using the extracted feature, and generate a
processing result based on the detected biometric informa-
tion; and a display provided in the main body and configured
to display the processing result of the processor.

The display may include a first section configured to
display the detected biometric information or changes in the
detected biometric information.

The display may further include a second section config-
ured to display component pulses used to detect biometric
information which is selected from the first section.

The display may be configured to display a mark in the
first section for indicating the detected biometric informa-
tion or the biometric information selected from the first
section.

The wearable device may further include a communicator
provided in the main body and configured to establish a
connection with an external device for communication and
transmit the processing result of the processor to the external
device via the connection.

Other features and aspects will be apparent from the
following detailed description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a feature extraction
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a feature extraction
apparatus according to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a configuration of a processor of the feature
extraction apparatus;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams for describing a general
method of extracting a feature of a bio-signal,

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a waveform decomposer of FIG. 3;

FIGS. 6A, 6B, 6C, and 6D are diagrams for describing a
method of waveform decomposition performed by the wave-
form decomposer of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating another exemplary
embodiment of the waveform decomposer of FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 is a graph for describing a method of asymmetry
factor adjustment performed by a factor adjuster of FIG. 7,

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method of feature
extraction according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary embodi-
ment of an operation of waveform decomposition of FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary embodi-
ment of an operation of asymmetry factor adjustment of
FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a biometric infor-
mation detection apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment;



US 10,667,757 B2

5

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a method of biometric
information detection according to an exemplary embodi-
ment;

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating a biometric infor-
mation detection apparatus according to another exemplary
embodiment; and

FIGS. 15A, 15B, 15C, and 15D are diagrams for describ-
ing a wearable device according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described, the same drawing reference
numerals will be understood to refer to the same elements,
features, and structures. The relative size and depiction of
these elements may be exaggerated for clarity, illustration,
and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Advantages and features of the technical disclosure and
methods of achieving the same will be apparent by referring
to the exemplary embodiments described below in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings. However, the
scope of the disclosure is not limited to the exemplary
embodiments described below and various modifications
may be made thereto. The exemplary embodiments are
merely provided to thoroughly disclose the exemplary
embodiments and to convey the exemplary embodiments to
one of ordinary skill in the art. The same reference numerals
denote the same elements throughout the specification.

Tt will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
etc., may be used herein to describe various elements, these
elements should not be limited by these terms. These terms
are only used to distinguish one element from another. As
used herein, the singular forms “a”, “an” and “the” are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise. Further, it will be under-
stood that the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising” or
“includes” and/or “including” specify the presence of stated
elements, but do not preclude the presence or addition of one
or more other elements. Terms such as “ . . . unit” and
“module” denote units that process at least one function or
operation, and they may be implemented by using hardware,
software, or a combination of hardware and software.

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of a feature extrac-
tion apparatus and method for detecting biometric informa-
tion, a biometric information detection apparatus and a
wearable device will be described in detail with reference to
the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a feature extraction
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment. The
feature extraction apparatus 100 may be implemented in the
form of a software or hardware module mounted in a
terminal, such as a wearable device, a smartphone, a tablet
PC, a desktop PC, a notebook PC, and the like, and a device
for detecting biometric information, such as blood pressure.
In addition, the feature extraction apparatus 100 may be
implemented as an independent hardware device, and may
be utilized for the purpose of research for analysis of a
waveform of a bio-signal which is composed of the sum of
a plurality of component pulses in this case. However,
aspects of the exemplary embodiments are not limited to the
above description, and various modifications may be made
to the feature extraction apparatus 100 according to the
purpose of utilization of the exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 1, the feature extraction apparatus 100
includes a bio-signal obtainer 110 and a processor 120. The
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bio-signal obtainer 110 and the processor 120 may be
implemented by one or more circuits, processors, memotries,
or a combination thereof.

The bio-signal obtainer 110 may acquire a bio-signal of a
subject for detecting biometric information and forward the
acquired bio-signal to the processor 120. In this case, the
biometric information may include blood pressure, a vascu-
lar age, a degree of arterial stiffness, an aortic pressure
waveform, a stress index, a degree of fatigue, and the like.
However, the biometric information is not limited to the
above examples. In addition, the bio-signal for detecting the
biometric information may be an electrocardiography
(ECG) signal, a photoplethysmography (PPG) signal, an
electromyography (EMG) signal, or the like.

Hereinafter, the exemplary embodiments will be
described by focusing on an example of detection of blood
pressure using a PPG signal (hereinafter, referred to as a
“pulse wave signal”). However, this is only for the purpose
of convenience of description, and the aspects of the exem-
plary embodiments are not limited thereto.

The bio-signal obtainer 110 may include a sensor to emit
light onto the subject and detect light returning from the
subject. In this case, the bio-signal obtainer 110 may drive
the sensor in response to a predetermined control signal and
acquire a pulse wave signal of the subject. In this case, the
control signal may be generated by a control module imple-
mented in the feature extraction apparatus 100. The control
module may be implemented as one function of the proces-
sor 120 and may generate the control signal on the basis of
a user’s input. The sensor may drive a light source to emit
light onto the subject in response to the control signal and
may detect the light scattered or reflected from the subject to
measure the pulse wave signal. In this case, the sensor may
be mounted in the feature extraction apparatus 100, but is
not limited thereto, and may be implemented as a separate
hardware device.

When the bio-signal obtainer 110 acquires the bio-signal,
the bio-signal obtainer 110 may perform pre-processing on
the bio-signal, such as filtering, amplification of the bio-
signal, or conversion into a digital signal.

The processor 120 may receive the bio-signal from the
bio-signal obtainer 110 and analyze a waveform of the
received bio-signal to extract a feature for detecting biomet-
ric information. For example, the processor 120 may obtain
one or more component pulses decomposed on the basis of
a full waveform of the received bio-signal. In this case, the
number of component pulses to be decomposed on the basis
of a bio-signal may be pre-set according to the type of
biometric information to be detected. In addition, charac-
teristic points, such as time, amplitude, and the like, may be
acquired from each of the decomposed component pulses,
and a combination of one or more characteristic points may
be extracted as a feature for biometric information detection.
In this case, the characteristic points extracted from each
component pulse are not limited to the above description,
and the characteristic points may include a variety of infor-
mation according to a type of biometric signal, a character-
istic of waveform, a type of biometric information to be
detected, and the like.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a feature extraction
apparatus according to another exemplary embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 2, the feature extraction apparatus 200
includes a bio-signal obtainer 110, a processor 120, and a
communicator 210. According to the exemplary embodi-
ment, the bio-signal obtainer 110 and the processor 120 may
be implemented as one module by one or more circuits,
memories, processors, or a combination thereof.
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According to an exemplary embodiment, the bio-signal
obtainer 110 may acquire a bio-signal from an external
device which measures the bio-signal. For example, when
the bio-signal obtainer 110 receives a bio-signal measure-
ment control signal, the bio-signal obtainer 110 may control
the communicator 210 to be connected to a biometric
information detection apparatus 1400.

According to one example, the communicator 210 may
access a communication network and be connected to the
biometric information detection apparatus 1400 using a
communication technology under the control of the bio-
signal obtainer 110 and may receive biometric information
from the biometric information detection apparatus 1400. In
this case, the biometric information detection apparatus
1400 may include a sensor to measure a bio-signal, which
will be described below. and may transmit the bio-signal
measured from the subject to the communicator 210.

In this case, the communication technology may include,
but is not limited to including, Bluetooth, Bluetooth Low
Energy (BLE), Near-Field Communication (NFC), WLAN,
ZigBee, Infrared Data Association (IrDA), Wi-Fi Direct
(WFD), Ultra-Wideband (UWB), Ant+, Wi-Fi, and a mobile
communication technology.

According to another example, in response to a connec-
tion request signal received from the biometric information
detection apparatus 1400, the communicator 210 may be
connected to the biometric information detection apparatus
1400 and receive a request for information used to detect
biometric information and extraction of features used to
detect biometric information using the bio-signal. In addi-
tion, the communicator 210 may transmit a processing
result, which includes feature information using the bio-
signal and is generated by the processor 120, to the biomet-
ric information detection apparatus 1400.

When the communicator 210 receives the bio-signal from
the biometric information detection apparatus 1400, the
communicator 210 may transmit the received bio-signal to
the bio-signal obtainer 110. In this case, when the bio-signal
obtainer 110 receives the bio-signal from the biometric
information detection apparatus 1400, the bio-signal
obtainer 110 may preprocess the received bio-signal and
transmit the pre-processed signal to the processor 120.

The processor 120 may decompose the received bio-
signal into one or more component pulses by analyzing the
waveform of the received bio-signal and extract features
used to detect biometric information by acquiring a charac-
teristic point of each component pulse.

Hereinafter, various exemplary embodiments of the pro-
cessors 120 of the feature extraction apparatuses 100 and
200, which are illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, respectively, will
be described with reference to FIGS. 3 to 8.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a configuration of the processors 120 in the
feature extraction apparatus 100 and 200. FIGS. 4A and 4B
are diagrams for describing a general method of extracting
a feature of a bio-signal.

Referring to FIG. 3, the processors 120 of the feature
extraction apparatuses 100 and 200, which are illustrated in
FIGS. 1 and 2, respectively, each include a waveform
decomposer 121 and a feature extractor 122.

When the waveform decomposer 121 receives a bio-
signal, the waveform decomposer 121 may decompose the
received bio-signal into component pulses by analyzing a
full waveform of the received bio-signal. In this case, the
number of component pulses to be decomposed on the basis
of a bio-signal may be pre-set according to various criteria,
such as a type of biometric information, a characteristic of
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waveform, and the like. In addition, the waveform decom-
poser 121 may sequentially obtain a component pulse
through decomposition based on the full waveform of the
bio-signal. In this case, the component pulse decomposed
from the bio-signal may be applied to the bio-signal for the
decomposition of a subsequent component pulse. That is, as
will be described below, after the first component pulse is
decomposed on the basis of the full waveform of the
bio-signal received from the bio-signal obtainer 110, a
subsequent component pulse may be decomposed on the
basis of the bio-signal to which the previously decomposed
component pulse is sequentially applied.

For example, FIG. 4A illustrates a pulse wave signal 40
for measuring blood pressure and five component pulses 41,
42, 43, 44, and 45 that constitute the pulse wave signal 40.
Generally, the pulse wave signal is composed of a superpo-
sition of a propagation wave starting from the heart toward
the body distal end and a reflection wave coming back from
the body distal end. A feature with a high correlation with the
blood pressure may be extracted when time or amplitude
information of each component pulse is appropriately com-
bined. In general, since the first three component pulses are
mainly used to estimate a blood pressure, the number of
component pulses to be decomposed on the basis of a
bio-signal may be set to “3”. Subsequent pulses may not be
observed in some persons, and may be difficult to find due
to noise, or even when they are found, the subsequent pulses
may be generally less correlated with blood pressure esti-
mation.

FIG. 4B is a diagram for describing general procedures
for extracting a feature using a bio-signal. A general appa-
ratus for extracting a feature from a bio-signal may search
for a local minimum point from a second-order differential
signal of a bio-signal and may acquire time points T,, T,,
and T, which correspond to the local minimum points and
amplitudes P1, P2, and P3 of a full bio-signal that corre-
spond to the time points T,, T,, and T, as characteristic
points. In addition, features for detecting biometric infor-
mation may be extracted using the acquired characteristic
points. In this case, the local minimum point refers to a
specific point in a part of the bio-signal observed where the
decreasing signal increases again, and may also be referred
to as a downward convex point.

As such, in the general method of extracting a feature, not
a characteristic point of each component pulse, but ampli-
tude information of the full waveform of the bio-signal is
used as a characteristic point to detect a feature, so that there
is a limitation in accurately detecting biometric information.

Referring back to FIG. 3, the feature extractor 122 may
acquire a characteristic point from each component pulse
which is decomposed from the full waveform of the bio-
signal by the waveform decomposer 121, and the feature
extractor 122 may extract a feature using the acquired
information. In this case, the characteristic point may
include time, amplitude and standard deviation which are
acquired from each component point, and amplitude infor-
mation of the full waveform of the bio-signal which corre-
sponds to the time of each component pulse, but is not
limited thereto.

For example, when the waveform composer 121 decom-
poses the pulse wave signal 40 shown in FIG. 4A into three
component pulses 41, 42, and 43, the feature extractor 122
may acquire amplitude information A1, A2, and A3 from the
respective component pulses 41, 42, and 43 and extract a
feature F for blood pressure estimation by combining the
amplitude information A1, A2, and A3 of the respective
component pulses 41, 42, and 43 using Equation 1 below.
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(Al+A2) Equation (1)

A3

Exemplary embodiments of decomposition of a bio-signal
into waveforms by the waveform decomposer 121 of FIG. 3
will be described in more detail with reference to FIGS. 5 to
8.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of the waveform decomposer of FIG. 3. FIG. 6
is a diagram for describing a method of waveform decom-
position performed by the waveform decomposer of FIG. 5.

Referring to FIG. 5, the waveform decomposer 500
according to an exemplary embodiment includes a pulse
estimator 510, a pulse generator 520, and a pulse eliminator
530.

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6A-6D, the pulse estimator 510
may estimate a component pulse to be decomposed on the
basis of a bio-signal of FIG. 6A. In this case, the bio-signal
may be a bio-signal to which the previously decomposed
component pulse is applied. For example, the pulse estima-
tor 510 may assume that the component pulse to be decom-
posed is a Gaussian waveform and may model a component
pulse waveform function based on a Gaussian waveform
function. In this case, since the Gaussian waveform function
generally refers to a bilaterally symmetrical shape with
respect to a time axis, the pulse estimator 510 according to
the present exemplary embodiment may model the compo-
nent pulse waveform function to be decomposed on the basis
of the Gaussian waveform function, for which the pulse
estimator 510 may model an asymmetric component pulse
waveform function by Equation 2 below using an asymme-
try factor y which represents a degree of bilateral asymmetry
with respect to a time axis, as shown in FIG. 6B.

0= A (r—m;? B Equation (2)
ill) = Aiexpl — i
& 200
a;, fort=<m;
oi{r) =
{ ya;, else

Here, g(t) represents the i” component pulse (l=i<L,
wherein L represents the number of component pulses to be
decomposed on the basis of a bio-signal). t represents time,
and A, m, o, and B, represent the amplitude, mean time,
standard deviation, and offset of the i” component pulse,
respectively. Here, the offset may indicate how far the
amplitude of the component pulse waveform is from a
reference location.

As shown in Equation 2, the component pulse waveform
modeled by the pulse estimator 510 may adjust the degree of
bilateral asymmetry of the component pulse waveform with
respect to the time axis by appropriately altering the asym-
metry factor y. For example, the asymmetry factor may be
pre-set to a value between 1 and 2. If the asymmetry factor
is set to “1”, a bilaterally symmetric Gaussian waveform is
obtained, and by gradually increasing the asymmetry factor
to be greater than 1, the overall shape of a component pulse
waveform increases steeply in the left side and decreases
relatively gradually in the right side.

Then, when the component pulse waveform function is
modeled by Equation 2, the pulse estimator 510 may esti-
mate parameters of the component pulse waveform function,
e.g., an amplitude A,, a mean time m,, a standard deviation
0; and an offset B,, When a parameter of the component
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pulse waveform function is estimated, the pulse estimator
510 may estimate component pulses using the pre-set asym-
metry factor.

The pulse generator 520 may generate a component pulse
signal from the estimated component pulses, and the pulse
eliminator 530 may generate a new bio-signal by eliminating
the component pulse signal from the bio-signal, as shown in
FIG. 6C.

The pulse estimator 510, the pulse generator 520, and the
pulse eliminator 530 may repeatedly perform the operations
shown in FIG. 6 A to 6C until a pre-set number of component
pulses are generated.

As shown in FIG. 6D, when a pre-set number (e.g., three)
of component pulses are decomposed, characteristic points
of each component pulse, for example, an amplitude A}, A,,
and A;, a mean time m,, m,, and m;, a standard deviation
g,, 05, and 03, and an amplitude P,, P,, and P; of an initial
bio-signal may be obtained.

Hereinafter, an example of procedures of the pulse esti-
mator 510 for estimating component pulses will be
described.

The pulse estimator 510 first estimates parameters A, m,,
0,, and B, for the first (i=1) component pulse g,(t). The
pulse estimator 510 obtains g'(t) and g"(1) respectively by the
first-order and second-order differentiations of a bio-signal
waveform function g(t) received from the bio-signal
obtainer 110 of FIG. 1. For example, assuming that in the
bio-signal waveform function g(t), a value of time t is a
digital sample index which increases by 1, a first-order
differential signal g'(t) when n=1 and a second differential
signal g"(t) when n=2 may be obtained using Equation 3
below.

£ =501

Then, the pulse estimator 510 obtains time values t; and
t, at a peak point in each waveform of the first-order
differential function g'(t) and the second-order differential
fanction g"(t). A relationship between the obtained time
values t, and t, and the mean time m; and a standard
deviation o, of the component pulses may be represented by
Equation 4 below.

Equation (3)

1,=m~0,
L=m~V30, Equation (4)

The pulse estimator 510 may obtain the mean time m, and
standard deviation o, of the first component pulse using
Equation 4, as shown in Equation 5.

Q) -t Equation (5)
my = N
_ n—-n
0'1—\/?_1

In this case, since the leading portion of the full waveform
of the bio-signal g(t) may be similar to and overlap the left
portion of the component pulse, it may be construed that the
result of differentiation of the full waveform of the bio-
signal g(t) within a range of time t which is smaller than the
mean time my, is similar to the result of differentiation of the
left portion of the component pulse. Accordingly, it can be
seen that Equation 4 is verified when a point in time is
obtained at which the result of the second-order and third-
order differentiations of the Aexp(-(t-m,)*/(20,%))+B, of
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Equation 2, which is the function that corresponds to the left
portion of the component pulse waveform, becomes 0.

Then, the pulse estimator 510 may estimate the amplitude
A, and offset B, of the first component pulse g,(t) using the
amplitudes g(t,) and g(t,) of the bio-signal g(t) which
correspond to the obtained time point t, and t,, respectively.
In this case, the relationship between the amplitudes g(t,)
and g(t,) of the bio-signal g(t) and the amplitude A, and
offset B, of the first component pulse g, (t) may be expressed
by Equation 6 below.

(& —-m)? Equation (6)

207

gn) Egi(11)=AieXP(— ]+Bi = Ajexp(-1/2)+ B;

(2 —m;)*
202

g(n) = giln) = AieXP[— ] +B; = Ajexp(=3/2) + B;

In Equation 6, g(t;)=g,(t,) and g(t,)=g,(t,) indicate that the
bio-signal waveform g(t) and g,(t) are similar to each other
in shape within a range of time t which is smaller than the
mean time m,. By using Equation 6, the amplitude A, and
offset B, of the first component pulse g, (t) may be estimated
as shown in Equation 7.

g1t - g1() Equation (7)

—exp(— 2 ]g(- () + exp(— %]gl (r2)

Z

AT

The pulse estimator 510 may estimate parameters of the
first component pulse as described above and may estimate
the first component pulse g, (t) using the pre-set asymmetry
factor.

When the pulse estimator 510 estimates the parameters of
the component pulse waveform function, the pulse generator
520 generates the first component pulse signal using the
parameters.

When the component pulse signal is generated, the pulse
eliminator 530 may generate a bio-signal for estimating the
subsequent component pulse by eliminating the generated
component pulse from the current bio-signal. For example,
as shown in Equation § below, the pulse eliminator 530 may
generate a new bio-signal g(t) for estimating the second
component pulse g,(t) by eliminating the first component
pulse signal g;(t) from the initial bio-signal g(t) received
from the bio-signal obtainer 110 of FIG. 1.

Al =

B =

g(=gln)-g,(1) Equation (8)

Meanwhile, when the component pulse is generated, the
pulse estimator 510 determines whether the total number of
generated component pulses satisfies the pre-set number
(e.g., 3) or not, and if not, may estimate the subsequent
component pulse.

Hereinafter, the procedures of the pulse estimator 510 for
estimating the second and the subsequent component pulses
(i=2) will be described. As described above, it is assumed
that the leading portion of the bio-signal from which the
previously generated component pulse has been eliminated
is similar to the left portion of the component pulse to be
currently estimated. In addition, it is seen that during the
elimination process of Equation 8 for the first (i=1) com-

10

15

25

30

35

60

65

12

ponent pulse, the offset B, of the first component pulse is
eliminated from the full bio-signal. Thus, since offsets of
component pulses that constitute one bio-signal are gener-
ally the same as and/or similar to each other, it may be seen
that DC components of the second and the subsequent
component pulses that are to be decomposed using the
bio-signal from which a non-zero DC component of the first
component pulse has been eliminated are 0. That is, it is
assumed that the offsets B, of the second and the subsequent
component pulses are 0.

When the pulse generator 520 generates an (i-1)" com-
ponent pulse and the pulse eliminator 530 generates a new
bio-signal g(t) that is generated by eliminating the (i-1)"
component pulse from the current bio-signal, the pulse
estimator 510 may estimate the i component pulse g,(t)
using Equation 2 above.

For example, the pulse estimator 510 obtains time t, at a
peak point by first-order differentiation of the new bio-signal
g(t). When time t, at a peak point is obtained, the first
relational equation in Equation 4 can be derived. In this case,
since the offsets Bi of the second and the subsequent
component pulses are assumed to be 0, when the first
expression of Equation 4 is applied to the bio-signal g(t),
that is, when the first expression in Equation 6 is used, a
relational expression as shown in Equation 9 below may be
obtained.

g(t))=4; exp(-0.5) Equation (9)

The pulse estimator 510 may obtain the amplitude A, of
the i” component pulse using both the first expression in
Equation 4 and Equation 9.

Then, in order to estimate the mean time m, and standard
deviation o, of the i component pulse, the pulse estimator
510 may use time t,z,, obtained by Equation 10 below,
rather than using time t, at an upper peak point, wherein time
{ogser 20, away from the mean time m, to the left.

Logree 1720, Equation (10)

By applying the obtained time t.g,, to t; in the first
expression of Equation 6, a relational equation as shown in
Equation 11 below may be obtained, wherein the amplitude
A, is obtained by Equation 9 so that it is possible to compute
{5 that satisfies said expression.

8l o)A, €xp(=2) Equation (11)

The above Equations may be summarized as shown in
Equation 12, and the pulse estimator 510 may estimate
parameters A, m,, o, and B, of the i” component pulse (i=2)
using Equation 12.

=20~ e

O e
A;=g(t;Yexp(-0.5)

B~0 Equation (12)

When the parameters of the i” component pulse wave-
form function are estimated as described above, the pulse
estimator 510 may estimate the i component pulse using
the pre-set asymmetry factor.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating another exemplary
embodiment of the waveform decomposer of FIG. 3. FIG. 8
is a graph for describing a method of asymmetry factor
adjustment performed by a factor adjuster of FIG. 7.

Referring to FIG. 7, the waveform decomposer 700 in
accordance with another exemplary embodiment includes a
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pulse estimator 510, a pulse generator 520, a pulse elimi-
nator 530, and a factor adjuster 710.

The pulse estimator 510, the pulse generator 520 and the
pulse eliminator 530 are already described in detail with
reference to FIG. 5, and thus the description herein will
focus on the configuration of the factor adjuster 710.

According to the present exemplary embodiment, the
factor adjuster 710 may adjust a pre-set asymmetry factor
adaptively to each component pulse. As described above, the
asymmetry factor makes a component pulse waveform bilat-
erally asymmetric with respect to a time axis, and it is
possible to accurately estimate each waveform of compo-
nent pulses to be decomposed by adjusting the asymmetry
factor.

For example, when the pulse estimator 510 estimates
parameters by modeling the i” component pulse function
and estimates the i” component pulse using the pre-set
asymmetry factor, the factor adjuster 710 may adjust the
asymmetry factor on the basis of a bio-signal from which the
i component pulse has been eliminated. When the asym-
metry factor is adjusted, the pulse estimator 510 may re-
estimate the i”” component pulse using the adjusted asym-
metry factor, and the factor adjuster 710 may adjust the
asymmetry factor for the estimated i component pulse. As
such, the procedures for adjusting the asymmetry factor for
the i” component pulse may be repeatedly performed until
a predetermined criterion is satisfied.

The factor adjuster 710 may obtain the mean time m,,,
and time T, ; at a peak point from the bio-signal from which
the estimated i component pulse has been eliminated, and,
when the mean time m,,, is smaller than the time T,,; at a
peak point, may increase the asymmetry factor by an adjust-
ment value. In this case, the factor adjuster 710 may deter-
mine a local minimum point of the second-order differen-
tiation of the bio-signal as the time T,,, at a peak point.

Meanwhile, reference information, such as an initial
value, an adjusted width, or information indicating whether
to adjust the asymmetry factor for each component pulse,
may be stored in advance in a storage device of the feature
extraction apparatus 100. The factor adjuster 710 may
determine whether to adjust the asymmetry factor for each
component pulse by checking the pre-set reference infor-
mation and perform the above-described adjustment of the
asymmetry factor. In this case, the smaller the adjustment
value is, the more precise the adjustment of the asymmetry
factor is, whereas the complexity of adjustment increases,
and hence the adjustment value may be set to be an appro-
priate value, for example, 0.1.

Referring to FIG. 8, it is seen that the respective asym-
metry factors y, and y, for the first component pulse and the
second component pulse are adjusted from the initial value,
ie., 1,10 1.3 and 1.2, respectively. As the asymmetry factor
moves closer to 1, a pulse becomes more bilaterally asym-
metric, and thus the first component pulse becomes more
asymmetric than the second component pulse.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method of feature
extraction according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a method
of feature extraction performed by feature extraction appa-
ratuses. For illustrative purposes, the following description
refers to the feature extraction apparatuses 100 and 200 of
FIGS. 1 and 2 as performing the method shown in FIG. 9,
although exemplary embodiments are not limited thereto. In
operation 910, the feature extraction apparatuses 100 and
200 may obtain a bio-signal in order to extract a feature used
for biometric information detection. In this case, for
example, the feature extraction apparatus may include a
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sensor to acquire a bio-signal, wherein the sensor emits light
onto a user’s skin and detects light returning from the skin
and obtains a bio-signal. In another example, the bio-signal
may be received from an external device, for example, a
biometric information detection apparatus including a sen-
sor for acquiring the bio-signal.

In operation 920, the bio-signal is decomposed into one or
more component pulses. In this case, the number of com-
ponent pulses to be decomposed on the basis of a bio-signal
may be pre-set according to the shape of the bio-signal
waveform, the type of biometric information, and the like.
Operation 920 will be described in more detail with refer-
ence to FIGS. 10 and 11.

Then, in operation 930, when one or more component
pulses are decomposed, characteristic points are obtained
from each component pulse, and a feature used for biometric
information detection is extracted using the obtained char-
acteristic points. In this case, the characteristic points may
include the time, amplitude, and standard deviation of each
component pulse and the amplitudes of the full bio-signal
that correspond to the time of each component pulse. In
addition, the feature used for biometric information detec-
tion may be extracted by combining the characteristic points
as shown in Equation 1.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary embodi-
ment of waveform decomposition shown in operation 920 of
FIG. 9. FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of asymmetry factor adjustment shown in
operation 1040 of FIG. 10.

Referring to FIG. 10, in operation 1010, when decom-
posing a bio-signal waveform into one or more component
pulses, the initial bio-signal g.(t) obtained in operation 910
is set as g(t) and a component pulse index i for decompo-
sition of the first component pulse is set to “1”.

Then, in operation 1020, an asymmetry factor vy, for
estimation of the i” asymmetric component pulse waveform
is set as an initial value y,.

Then, in operation 1030, it is determined whether the
asymmetry factor y, for the i component pulse is adjusted
or not. In this case, the determination as to whether the
asymmetry factor for each component pulse is adjusted may
be made by checking a pre-set criterion.

Thereafter, in operation 1040, in response to a determi-
nation in operation 1030 that the asymmetry factor for the i
component pulse is adjusted, the asymmetry factor vy, is
adjusted.

Operation 1040 is described in more detail with reference
to FIG. 11. First, in operation 1041, the bio-signal g(t) for
estimation of the i component pulse is set as bio-signal g, (1)
for asymmetry factor adjustment.

Then, in operation 1042, the i* asymmetric component
pulse g,(t) is estimated using the original asymmetry factor
¥, before adjustment.

Then, in operation 1043, the i” component pulse g,(t) is
generated, and in operation 1044, g (t) is eliminated from the
bio-signal g,(t). so as to set a new bio-signal g,(t).

Thereafter, in operation 1045, the mean time m,,, and
time T,,, at a peak point are estimated from the new
bio-signal g (t). In this case, time at a local minimum point
of the second-order differentiation of the bio-signal g (t)
may be set as the time T,,, at a peak point.

Then, in operation 1046, the mean time m,, , and the time
T,,, at a peak point are compared with each other, and when
the mean time m,, , is equal to or greater than the time T,
at a peak point, the asymmetry factor vy, is not adjusted.
Otherwise, the asymmetry factor vy, is increased by an
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adjustment amount Y,,,,, and operation 1041 and the subse-
quent operations are repeatedly performed.

Referring back to FIG. 10, when the asymmetry factor to
be applied to the i” component pulse is determined, in
operation 1050, the component pulse waveform g(t) is
estimated, and in operation 1060, a component pulse signal
is generated.

Then, in operation 1070, the generated component pulse
g(t) is eliminated from the bio-signal g(t), and the elimina-
tion result is set as a new bio-signal g(t) for estimation of the
subsequent component pulse.

Thereafter, in operation 1080, the component pulse index
i is increased by 1. Then, in operation 1090, i is compared
with the number L of component pulses to be decomposed,
and ifi is not greater than L, the flow proceeds to operation
1020 for estimating the subsequent component. Otherwise,
the procedure is terminated since decomposition of all
component pulses is completed.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating a biometric infor-
mation detection apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment. The biometric information detection apparatus
1200 according to the present exemplary embodiment may
be an apparatus which employs the aforementioned feature
extraction techniques and detects biometric information,
such as blood pressure. For example, the biometric infor-
mation detection apparatus 1200 may be a cuffless indirect
blood pressure measurement apparatus and may be imple-
mented by a device, such as a wearable device. The wearable
device may be implemented as a wristwatch type, a bracelet
type, a wrist band type, or the like. However, the type of
wearable device is not limited thereto and may be imple-
mented as a ring-type, a glasses-type, a hairband-type, or the
like.

Referring to FIG. 12, the biometric information detection
apparatus 1200 includes a measurer 1210 and a processor
1220, wherein the processor 1220 includes a waveform
decomposer 1221, a feature extractor 1222, and a biometric
information detector 1223.

The measurer 1210 may include a light source which is
operated to emit light onto a user’s skin in response to a
predetermined control signal and a detector which detects
light returning from the user’s skin, and the measurer 1210
may measure a bio-signal using the detected light. In this
case, the user’s skin area to which the light is emitted may
be an area of the wrist skin surface close to the radial artery.
When the pulse wave is measured at the skin surface of the
user’s wrist under which the radial artery passes, the influ-
ence of external factors causing errors in measurement, such
as the thickness of the skin tissue inside the wrist and the
like, may be relatively small. It is known that blood pressure
can be more accurately measured from the radial artery than
from the other vessels in the wrist. However, the skin area
is not limited to the above description and may be a distal
area of the human body with a high density of blood vessels,
such as a finger, a toe, or the like.

In this case, when a biometric information detection
request is received from the user through an interface
module, the processor 1220 may generate a control signal to
control the measurer 1220. In this case, the interface module
may include, but is not limited to including, a display, a
microphone, a speaker, and a haptic device. The processor
1020 may perform various functions for interaction with a
user through the interface module. For example, the proces-
sor 1020 may present a graphic user interface on a display
in order to enable the user to input a control instruction by
touching the display. In another example, the processor 1020
may be equipped with a conversational agent function and a
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voice recognition function in order to enable the user to
perform interaction, such as vocally input of a control
instruction through a microphone, a speaker, and the like.

The waveform decomposer 1221 and the feature extractor
1222 of the processor 1220 may perform the same functions
as the waveform decomposer 121 and the feature extractor
122 included in the feature extraction apparatuses 100 and
200, which are described with reference to FIG. 3, and hence
detailed descriptions thereof will be omitted.

The biometric information detector 1223 may detect
biometric information on the basis of a feature extracted by
the feature extractor 122. For example, since the feature
estimated using Equation 1 may be correlated with blood
pressure, the biometric information detector 1223 may gen-
erate a correlation model that represents a correlation and
generate blood pressure using the generated correlation
model. In this case, the correlation model may be an
equation which represents the correlation between the fea-
ture and the blood pressure, although is not limited thereto,
and the correlation model may instead be defined in the form
of a matching table or other mathematical tool for showing
a correlation.

In this case, the biometric information detector 1223 may
control the measurer 1210 to measure a bio-signal at pre-
determined time intervals (e.g., 15 minutes) for a predeter-
mined time period (e.g., 5 hours) and may generate the
correlation model by deriving the relationship between the
feature and the actual blood pressure on the basis of the
measured bio-signal used as training data.

Meanwhile, the processor 1220 may provide the user with
detected blood pressure information, and additional infor-
mation, such as a risk score, warning information, or the like
through the interface module. For example, the blood pres-
sure information or information on a risk score regarding the
health status may be presented on the display and provided
to the user, wherein a different predefined color is used for
each risk score, enabling the user to easily recognize his or
her health status. In addition, a warning message predefined
according to the risk score may be presented on the display.
The blood pressure, the risk score and the warning infor-
mation may be output in an audible manner using a speaker.
Moreover, if a haptic device is mounted or connected, the
risk score or the warning information may be provided to the
user through tactile sensation or vibration. However, the
exemplary embodiments are not limited to the above
examples, and the information may be provided to the user
using the combination of two or more visual and non-visual
methods according to the type of interface module, the
performance of the apparatus, and the purpose of the pro-
vision of information.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a method of biometric
information detection according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

The method shown in FIG. 13 may be performed, for
example, by the biometric information detection apparatus
1200 of FIG. 12, although is not limited thereto.

First, in operation 1310, a biometric information detection
request is received from a user.

Then, in operation 1320, a bio-signal of the user is
measured by controlling a sensor.

In operation 1330, or more component pulses are decom-
posed on the basis of the full waveform of the measured
bio-signal. In this case, each time a sequential component
pulse is generated, the bio-signal is updated by eliminating
the component pulse therefrom.

Then, in operation 1340, characteristic points are obtained
from each of the decomposed component pulses and a
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feature used for biometric information detection is extracted
based on the obtained characteristic points. In this case, the
characteristic points may be obtained from each component
pulse, and may include information about, for example, the
amplitude, time, and standard deviation of each component
pulse. In addition, the feature may be extracted by combin-
ing the obtained characteristic points.

Thereafter, in operation 1350, the biometric information
is detected using the extracted feature. In this case, the blood
pressure that corresponds to the extracted feature may be
detected as the final result using a correlation model which
represents the correlation between the feature and the bio-
metric information, for example, the blood pressure.

Then, in operation 1360, the detected biometric informa-
tion is provided to the user. In this case, biometric informa-
tion, such as the detected blood pressure, an alarm, or a
warning message may be provided using an interface mod-
ule. Also, the information may be provided to the user using
various predefined visual or non-visual mechanisms.

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating a biometric infor-
mation detection apparatus according to another exemplary
embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 14, the biometric information detection
apparatus 1400 in accordance with another exemplary
embodiment includes a measurer 1410, a processor 1420,
and a communicator 1430.

The measurer 1410 acquires a bio-signal from a user
under the control of the processor 1420. In this case, the
measurer 1410 may be the same as the measurer 121 of FIG.
12, and hence a detailed description thereof will not be
repeated.

The processor 1420 may control the measurer 1410 by
generating a control signal when receiving a biometric
information detection request from a user, and, when the
bio-signal is measured, may control the communicator 1430
to transmit the bio-signal and feature extraction request
information to a feature extraction apparatus 200.

In addition, the processor 1420 may include a biometric
information detector 1421. When the processor 1420
receives each component pulse decomposed on the basis of
the bio-signal and characteristic points and feature informa-
tion of each component pulse from the feature extraction
apparatus 200 through the communicator 1430, the biomet-
ric information detector 1421 may detect the biometric
information using the received feature information.

Further, the processor 1420 may provide information
related to the detected biometric information to the user, as
described above.

Meanwhile, the biometric information detection appara-
tus 1400 in accordance with the exemplary embodiments
includes both an exemplary embodiment in which the mea-
surer 1410, the processor 1420, and the communicator 1430
are implemented as a single hardware device and another
exemplary embodiment in which the measurer 1410 is
implemented as a separate hardware device. In a case in
which the measurer 1410 is implemented as a separate
hardware device, the measurer 1410 may be provided in a
wearable device, while the processor 1420 and the commu-
nicator 1430 may be provided in a mobile terminal device
that the user carries, such as a smartphone or a tablet PC.

FIGS. 15A, 15B, 15C, and 15D are diagrams for describ-
ing a wearable device according to an exemplary embodi-
ment. The various exemplary embodiments of the feature
extraction apparatus and the biometric information detection
apparatus described above may be equipped in a smart
band-type wearable device. However, this is merely one
example for convenience of description, and thus the exem-
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plary embodiments should not be construed as being limited
to being applied in the smart band-type wearable device.

Referring to FIGS. 15A to 15D, the wearable device 1500
includes a main body 1510 and a strap consisting of strap
members 1521 and 1522.

The strap may be formed to be flexible and may be bent
to encircle the user’s wrist or to be separated from the wrist.
In this case, a battery for power supply to the wearable
device may be embedded in the main body 1510 or the strap
members 1521 and 1522.

In addition, in the main body 1510 of the wearable device
1500, a measurer 1511 which measures a bio-signal by
emitting light onto a user’s skin and detecting light scattered
from the skin and a processor 1512 which detects biometric
information of the user using the bio-signal measured by the
measurer 1511 may be embedded.

The measurer 1511 may be mounted on a lower portion of
the main body 1510, e.g., a portion that comes in contact
with the user’s wrist, and may include a light source which
emits light onto the user’s skin in response to a control signal
of the processor 1512 and one or more detectors which are
arranged side by side at different distances from the light
source and detect light returning from the user’s skin.

The processor 1512 may generate the control signal
according to a user’s request and control the measurer 1511.
In addition, the processor 1512 may receive bio-signal data
measured from the measurer 1511 and detect biometric
information using the bio-signal data. For example, the
processor 1512 may decompose the bio-signal into one or
more component pulses, as described above, and extract a
feature utilizing characteristic points of each of the decom-
posed component pulses. Moreover, the processor 1512 may
detect the biometric information using the extracted feature.
At this time, the processor 1512 may estimate the biometric
information using a correlation model which represents the
correlation between the extracted feature and the biometric
information.

Further, the processor 1512 may manage the detected
biometric information, for example, blood-pressure history
information, biometric information utilized in blood pres-
sure measurement, and each component pulse decomposed
from the biometric information, by storing the detected
biometric information in a storage device. Also, the proces-
sor 1512 may generate additional information used for
user’s health care, such as an alarm or warning information
related to the detected biometric information, or changes in
the health status of the user, and manage the additional
information by storing the additional information in the
storage device.

The wearable device 1500 may further include a control-
ler 1515 and a display 1514, which are both mounted in the
main body 1510.

The controller 1515 may receive the user’s control
instruction and forward the control instruction to the pro-
cessor 1512, and may include a power button for the user to
turn power of the wearable device 1500 on and off.

The display 1514 may provide the user with a variety of
information related to the detected biometric information
under the control of the processor 1512. For example, the
display 1514 may display additional information, such as a
measured blood pressure, an alarm, or a warning message,
to the user in various visual or non-visual manners.

For example, when blood pressure is detected according
to the user’s request, the display 1514 may present the
detected blood pressure information, as shown in FIG. 15B.
In addition, when the user manipulates the controller 1515
or touches the display 1514 so as to request detailed infor-
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mation, the display 1514 may present a variety of detailed
information, as shown in FIG. 15C. The display 1514 may
include a first section 15144 and a second section 1514a and
may present the detected blood pressure information, as
shown in FIG. 15B, in the first section 15145 or present
changes in the blood pressure in the form of graph, as shown
in FIG. 15C.

In this case, the display 1514 may present a mark M that
indicates currently selected blood pressure information I in
the first section 15145. Although the mark M is presented as
a vertical line, the shape of the mark is not limited thereto
and may be presented in various shapes, such as a circle, a
polygon, a rectangle, an arrow indicating a position, and the
like. When changes in the blood pressure are presented in the
first section 15145, the user may select one portion of blood
pressure information by touching the display 1514 or by
horizontally moving the graph until the blood pressure
information of interest is aligned with the mark M. As such,
when the user selects the blood pressure information from
the first section 15145, in response to the selection, the
display 1514 may present the bio-signal used to detect the
selected blood pressure information I and each component
pulse decomposed from the bio-signal in the second section
1514a.

Accordingly, the user may easily recognize the changes in
the blood pressure and intuitively understand changes in the
bio-signal and the component pulses according to the
changes in the blood pressure.

In addition, the main body 1510 may further include a
communicator 1513 in an interior area thereof in order to
communicate with an external device, such as a portable
terminal of the user.

The communicator 1513 may transmit information to the
user’s portable terminal having a relatively high computing
performance so as to provide the user with the information.

The current exemplary embodiments can be implemented
as computer readable codes in a computer readable record
medium. Codes and code segments constituting the com-
puter program can be easily inferred by a skilled computer
programmer in the art. The computer readable record
medium includes all types of record media in which com-
puter readable data are stored. Examples of the computer
readable record medium include a ROM, a RAM, a CD-
ROM, a magnetic tape, a floppy disk, and an optical data
storage. Further, the recording medium may be implemented
in the form of a carrier wave such as an Internet transmis-
sion. In addition, the computer readable record medium may
be distributed to computer systems over a network, in which
computer readable codes may be stored and executed in a
distributed manner.

A number of examples have been described above. Nev-
ertheless, it will be understood that various modifications
may be made. For example, suitable results may be achieved
if the described techniques are performed in a different order
and/or if components in a described system, architecture,
device, or circuit are combined in a different manner and/or
replaced or supplemented by other components or their
equivalents. Accordingly, other implementations are within
the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A feature extraction apparatus configured to perform
biometric information detection, the feature extraction appa-
ratus comprising:

a sensor configured to acquire a bio-signal; and

a processor configured to:

adjust an asymmetry factor for component pulses of the
bio-signal,
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decompose a waveform of the acquired bio-signal into
the component pulses based on adjusting the asym-
metry factor; and

extract a feature for the biometric information detection
based on characteristic points of the component
pulses.

2. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
processor is configured to:

obtain a subsequent component pulse based on a new

bio-signal generated based on one of the component
pulses.

3. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 2, wherein the
processor is configured to:

estimate a given component pulse to be decomposed,

among the component pulses, based on the waveform
of the bio-signal and thereby generate an estimation
result; and

generate the given component pulse based on the estima-

tion result.

4. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 3, wherein the
processor is configured to, when the given component pulse
is generated, eliminate the generated component pulse from
the bio-signal, and when a number of generated component
pulses is smaller than a pre-set number, estimate another
subsequent component pulse based on another new bio-
signal generated by eliminating the generated component
pulse.

5. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 3, wherein the
processor is configured to model a component pulse wave-
form function based on the waveform of the acquired
bio-signal and estimate parameters of the component pulse
waveform function.

6. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 5, wherein the
processor is configured to model the component pulse
waveform function to be bilaterally asymmetric with respect
to a time axis, based on a Gaussian waveform function and
the asymmetry factor.

7. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 6, wherein the
processor is configured to, when the given component pulse
is estimated based on a current bio-signal and the asymmetry
factor, adjust the asymmetry factor based on a new bio-
signal generated by eliminating the estimated component
pulse from the current bio-signal, and re estimate the given
component pulse based on the current bio-signal and the
adjusted asymmetry factor.

8. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 7, wherein the
processor is configured to adjust the asymmetry factor based
on a determination that a mean time period of the eliminated
component pulse is smaller than a time period at a peak
point.

9. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
processor is configured to extract the feature for the bio-
metric information detection based on characteristic points
which include one or more of time, an amplitude, a standard
deviation, and an offset of the decomposed component
pulses.

10. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the sensor is configured to acquire the bio-signal by emitting
light onto a user’s skin and detecting light returning from the
user’s skin.

11. The feature extraction apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising a communication interface configured to receive
the bio-signal from a biometric information detection appa-
ratus, forward the bio-signal to the sensor and transmit a
result of processing based on the received bio-signal to the
biometric information detection apparatus.
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12. A feature extraction method for biometric information
detection, the feature extraction method comprising:

acquiring a bio-signal,

adjusting an asymmetry factor for component pulses of
the No-signal;

decomposing a waveform of the acquired bio-signal into
the component pulses based on adjusting the asymme-
try factor; and

extracting a feature for the biometric information detec-
tion based on characteristic points of each of the
component pulses.

13. The feature extraction method of claim 12, wherein
the decomposing comprises obtaining a subsequent compo-
nent pulse based on a new bio-signal generated based on one
of the component pulses.

14. The feature extraction method of claim 13, wherein
the decomposing comprises:

estimating a given component pulse to be decomposed,
among the component pulses, based on the waveform
of the bio-signal; and

generating the given component pulse based on the esti-
mation result.

15. The feature extraction method of claim 14, further
comprising, when the given component pulse is generated,
eliminating the generated component pulse from the bio-
signal,

wherein the estimating of the given component pulse
comprises, when a number of generated component
pulses is smaller than a pre-set number, estimating
another subsequent component pulse based on another
new bio-signal generated by eliminating the generated
component pulse.

16. The feature extraction method of claim 14, wherein
the estimating of the given component pulse comprises
modeling a component pulse waveform function based on
the waveform of the bio-signal and estimating parameters of
the component pulse waveform function.

17. The feature extraction method of claim 16, wherein
the modeling of the component pulse waveform function
comprises modeling the component pulse waveform func-
tion to be bilaterally asymmetric with respect to a time axis,
based on a Gaussian waveform function and the asymmetry
factor.

18. The feature extraction method of claim 17, further
comprising adjusting the asymmetry factor for a waveform
of the given component pulse to be estimated.

19. The feature extraction method of claim 18, wherein
the adjusting of the asymmetry factor comprises:

estimating the given component pulse based on the bio-
signal and the asymmetry factor;

eliminating the estimated component pulse from the bio-
signal;

comparing a mean time period of the bio-signal from
which the component pulse is eliminated with a time
period at a peak point, and,

in response to determining that the mean time period is
smaller than the time period at a peak point, adjusting
the asymmetry factor and re-estimating the given com-
ponent pulse.

20. A biometric information detection apparatus compris-

ing:

a sensor configured to emit light onto a user’s skin, detect
the light reflecting from the user’s skin, and measure a
bio-signal based on the detected light; and

a processor configured to adjust an asymmetry factor for
component pulses of the bio-signal, decompose a
waveform of the bio-signal into the component pulses
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based on adjusting the asymmetry factor, extract a
feature of the bio-signal based on characteristic points
of the component pulses, and detect biometric infor-
mation based on the feature.

21. The biometric information detection apparatus of
claim 20, wherein the processor is further configured to
obtain a subsequent component pulse based on a new
bio-signal generated based on one of the component pulses.

22. The biometric information detection apparatus of
claim 21, wherein the processor is further configured to
model a component pulse waveform function which is
asymmetric with respect to a time axis, based on a Gaussian
waveform function and the asymmetry factor, and decom-
pose the bio-signal into the component pulses based on the
modeled component pulse waveform function.

23. The biometric information detection apparatus of
claim 20, wherein the processor is further configured to
extract the feature based on characteristic points which
include one or more of time, an amplitude, a standard
deviation, and an offset of the component pulses.

24. The biometric information detection apparatus of
claim 20, further comprising a communication interface
configured to transmit the measured bio-signal to a feature
extraction apparatus and receive, from the feature extraction
apparatus, at least one of one or more additional component
pulses decomposed based on the bio-signal, characteristic
points of each of the additional component pulses, and a
feature extracted based on the characteristic points.

25. The biometric information detection apparatus of
claim 20, wherein the biometric information comprises one
or more of blood pressure, a vascular age, a degree of arterial
stiffness, an aortic pressure waveform, a stress index, and a
degree of fatigue.

26. A wearable device comprising:

a main body;

a sensor provided in the main body and configured to emit
light onto a user’s skin, detect the light reflecting from
the user’s skin, and measure a bio-signal based on the
detected light;

a processor provided in the main body and configured to
acquire the bio-signal by controlling the sensor, adjust
an asymmetry factor for component pulses of the
bio-signal, decompose a waveform of the acquired
bio-signal into the component pulses based on adjust-
ing the asymmetry factor, extract a feature based on
characteristic points of the component pulses, detect
biometric information using the extracted feature, and
generate a processing result based on the detected
biometric information; and

a display provided in the main body and configured to
display the processing result of the processor.

27. The wearable device of claim 26, wherein the display
comprises a first section configured to display the detected
biometric information or changes in the detected biometric
information.

28. The wearable device of claim 27, wherein the display
further comprises a second section configured to display
component pulses used to detect biometric information
which is selected from the first section.

29. The wearable device of claim 28, wherein the display
is configured to display a mark in the first section for
indicating the detected biometric information or the biomet-
ric information selected from the first section.

30. The wearable device of claim 26, further comprising
a communication interface provided in the main body and
configured to establish a connection with an external device
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for communication and transmit the processing result of the
processor to the external device via the connection.
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