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SICKBED IMAGING OPERATING
NUMBER UNIT UID MODULE UID
1 50 70
2 51 71
3 52 72
4 53 73
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FIG. 12
SICKBED IMAGING OPERATING | MOBILE INFORMATION
NUMBER UNIT UID MODULE UID TERMINAL UID
1 50 70 110
2 51 A 111
3 52 72 12
4 53 73 113
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FIG. 15
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FIG. 19
sickgep | MISROWAYE | OPERATING | MOBILE INFORMATION
NUMBER | senSORUID | MODULEUID | TERMINALUID
1 B0 70 10
2 B1 7 1
3 B2 72 12
4 B3 73 13
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FIG. 21
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FIG. 27
SICKBED IMAGING RELAY OPERATING
NUMBER UNIT UID UNIT UID MODULE UID
1 50 60 70
2 51 61 71
3 52 62 72
4 53 63 73
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NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a notification sys-
tem that outputs a notification in response to a predetermined
call signal and is ideally used for substitution of a nurse call
system which is provided in hospitals, healthcare facilities,
and the like, for example.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A nurse call system is known as a notification sys-
tem which is broadly used in hospitals. In this nurse call
system, when a call button is operated by a patient in a
sickroom, for example, a notification module provided in a
nurse’s station or the like outputs a notification. A healthcare
provider such as a nurses or a caregiver present in a nurse’s
station responds to the notification.

[0003] In a conventional general nurse call system, an
extension module is provided in each bed of a patient, pro-
vided in a sickroom. The extension module has a call button
that allows patients to call a healthcare provider. This call
button is placed at the hands of a patient, for example. The
extension module is communicably connected to a base mod-
ule. The base module has a notification module and the noti-
fication module operates when the call button is pressed.

[0004] The base module is provided as a panel on the wall
of a nurse’s station which is a headquarter, for example. An
arbitrary notification module such as a display panel or a
speaker, for example, is provided in the panel. When the base
module has a function of displaying information and output-
ting sound as a notification function, information that can
identify a patient is displayed on the display panel when the
patient operates the call button. Further, the speaker emits a
notification sound indicating that the call button has been
operated. Moreover, when a PBX module or the like is incor-
porated into the nurse call system, the base module may send
an external notification (call) to a mobile terminal such as
PHS using an operation of the call button as a trigger.

[0005] Inrecentyears, a configuration in which a camera is
combined with a nurse call system has been proposed. This
camera is provided in a sickroom, for example. In this con-
figuration, the camera is associated with an extension mod-
ule. When a call button associated with the extension module
is operated, the surroundings of the patient’s bed in which the
extension module is provided is imaged by the corresponding
camera and video information is generated. This video infor-
mation is transmitted to the base module, and a video based
on the video information is displayed on a display monitor
provided in the base module. With this configuration, a
healthcare provider can visually understand the patient’s state
when the call button was operated (for example, see Patent
Literature 1).

[0006] In this way, in the nurse call system, a notification
sound is output from the notification module provided in the
base module in response to an operation of the call button, and
information such as a video is transmitted to the display
monitor or the speaker provided in the base module. When the
base module is provided in a nurse’s station, a healthcare
provider or the like can understand a change or the like in the
patient’s state while sitting in the nurse’s station and can take
quick countermeasures when a serious change (a serious
event) occurs in the patient’s body, for example.
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CITATION LIST

Patent Literature

[0007] Patent Literature 1: JP 2008-079800 A

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Technical Problem

[0008] As described above, in the conventional nurse call
system, a video is displayed when a patient recognizes a
change in his or her state and presses the call button. That is,
the image displayed on the display monitor shows the state
after a serious change occurs in the patient’s body. Thus, a
healthcare provider viewing the image may be unable to
understand which event has caused this sitvation. For
example, when the call button was pressed after a patient fell
off a bed, the situation during falling is not displayed on the
display monitor. Thus, it is difficult for the healthcare pro-
vider to understand how the fall occurred. That is, it may be
difficult for the healthcare provider to specify an injured part,
and in this case, the healthcare provider cannot take quick
countermeasures such as medical aids.

[0009] As a method of solving this problem, a method of
storing all items of video information and the like imaged and
generated by a camera and allowing a healthcare provider to
retrieve and specify a video corresponding to a situation in
which a serious change occurs in a patient’s body when such
a change occurs may be used. However, the amount of the
video information may be too large in a large hospital having
a large number of inpatients. Thus, the volume of a storage
device in which the video information is stored may be insuf-
ficient and it may be impossible to store the information.
Moreover, management of the large amount of video infor-
mation is very troublesome.

[0010] Since such a multi-functional nurse call system as
described above eliminates and substitutes an existing nurse
call system, it may take a very large cost to introduce such a
system.

[0011] Therefore, an object of the present invention is to
provide a notification system that appropriately notifies a
healthcare provider of a change in the state of a patient in a
sickroom. For example, the present invention provides a noti-
fication system which enables a healthcare provider to undetr-
stand a patient’s state in a period before and after the occur-
rence time of a change when the change occurs in a patient
and a notification is issued.

Solution to Problem

[0012] In order to solve the above problem, a notification
system of the present invention includes: a detection unit that
generates movement information of a subject according to a
change over time; a storage unit that is connected to the
detection unit and stores the movement information; and a
control unit that receives the movement information from the
detection unit, analyzes the movement information, makes a
determination on the occurrence of a predetermined event
from the result of the analysis, specifies the movement infor-
mation in a predetermined period including the time when the
determination was made, applies a storage priority value to
the movement information according to a type of the prede-
termined event occurred, and transmits the movement infor-
mation to the storage unit.
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[0013] For example, one of a plurality of detection unit is
connected to the control unit. When a plurality of detection
unit is connected to the control unit, the control unit is con-
figured to collectively process the detection information
received from the plurality of detection unit.

[0014] The “subject” means a person who stays for a pre-
determined period in a confined space and who is monitored
in this space. Examples of the subject include a patient, a
caretaker, a person who performs dangerous works, and the
like. Here, the “movement information of the subject” is a
movement of the subject specified by performing a predeter-
mined process on the detection information generated by the
detection unit, for example.

[0015] Thedetection unit may include an arbitrary configu-
rationas longas it has a configuration capable of continuously
detecting the motion of a person. Examples of the detection
unit include a non-contact detection device capable of detect-
ing the motion without making contact with the subject (pa-
tient). Examples of the detection device include an imaging
device such as a video camera, a sound recording device such
as a digital recorder or an analog recorder, and a moving
object detection device such as an ultrasound sensor, a micro-
wave Doppler sensor, or an infrared sensor. At least two of the
above-mentioned detection devices may be combined to form
the detection unit.

[0016] The control unit determines whether a predeter-
mined event has occurred based on the event determination
information and the movement information of the subject,
specified by the analysis, for example. The event determina-
tion information includes information corresponding to the
predetermined event, The event determination information is
stored in advance in a storage module or a storage unit (here-
inafter sometimes referred to as a storage unit or the like)
included in the control unit, for example.

[0017] The “predetermined event” means an event that is to
be noticed when the subject is monitored. The “event” means
a change in the subject’s state occurring accidentally. Among
the state changes, tumbling and falling are set as the “prede-
termined event,” for example. The “predetermined event” can
be appropriately set according to the type of the subject.
When the subject is an inpatient, getting up, leaving bed,
wandering, and the like in addition to these state changes are
set as the “predetermined event.” These state changes corre-
spond to a specific movement of the subject, for example.
That is, the information corresponding to the predetermined
event can be used as information on the specific movement of
the subject.

[0018] The “storage priority value” indicates the degree of
priority of storage of the movement information of the sub-
ject, stored in the storage unit. In other words, the storage
priority value indicates the degree of priority of removal, and
the movement information is removed preferentially from the
information of which “the storage priority value” is lower.
The degree of priority of storage is set by correlating a num-
ber, for example, with each of the respective predetermined
events. The correlation is performed based on a correlation
table stored in advance in the storage unit or the like, for
example.

[0019] In the notification system of the present invention,
the control unit performs the specification in the predeter-
mined period including the time when the determination was
made. The predetermined period starts a first predetermined
period earlier than the determination time and ends a second
predetermined period later than the determination time.
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[0020] A notification system of the present invention fur-
ther includes notification module configured to output a noti-
fication to an external device. The control unit transmits, to
the notification module, the movement information of the
subject in the predetermined period including the time when
the determination was made when it is determined that the
predetermined event has occurred.

[0021] In the notification system of the present invention,
the detection unit is an imaging unit configured to be capable
of perform imaging. The imaging unit generates video includ-
ing the movement information of the subject. The control unit
includes a first display module configured to be able to dis-
play a video. Moreover, the control unit analyzes the video
information to determine the presence of a predetermined
movement of the subject as the occurrence of the predeter-
mined event based on a change in a luminance value of a pixel
that forms the video. Further, the control unit displays a video
imaged by the imaging unit in the predetermined period on
the first display module according to the result of the deter-
mination.

[0022] The imaging unit may include an arbitrary configu-
rationas long as it can generate videos such as moving images
or still images. A conventional existing imaging device can be
appropriately selected and used as the imaging unit.
Examples of the imaging device include a digital camera (a
digital still camera, a digital video camera, or the like) which
is a general visible-light camera. Moreover, in order to pet-
form imaging during lights-out periods in the night, an imag-
ing device such as an infrared night-vision device (an infrared
camera) or a thermography night-vision device (a thermog-
raphy camera) may be used as the imaging unit. Moreover, the
imaging unit may be a visible-light camera having the night-
vision function.

[0023] A video generated by the imaging unit is displayed
on the first display module. This video is displayed when the
video information stored in the storage unit is reproduced, for
example. In this case, a reproduction unit for reproducing the
video information is connected to the control unit. Moreover,
the control unit may have a function of reproducing the video
information. The first display module is a display monitor
provided in a headquarter such as a nurse’s station, for
example.

[0024] 1Inthe notification system of the present invention, a
video indicating a predetermined movement of the subject is
avideo imaged by the imaging unit in a predetermined period
including the time of the determination, stored in the storage
unit.

[0025] In the notification system of the present invention,
the detection unit is a microwave Doppler sensor thatincludes
a transmitting module that emits microwaves to an area
including the chest of the subject and a receiving module that
receives reflection waves from the subject as the movement
information. The control unit analyzes a respiratory state of
the subject based on a Doppler shift of the reflection waves.
Moreover, the control unit determines whether the respiratory
state has reached a predetermined respiratory state as the
occurrerice of the predetermined event based on the result of
the analysis. Further, the control unit transmits control infor-
mation of the notification module when the predetermined
respiratory state is reached.

[0026] In the notification system of the present invention,
the control unit removes the movement information of the
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subject stored in the storage unit under a predetermined con-
dition. The removal is executed in ascending order of the
storage priority values.

[0027] In the notification system of the present invention,
the control unit performs the removal when a predetermined
period has elapsed from the storage in the storage unit as the
predetermined condition. Alternatively, the control unit per-
forms the removal when an available volume of the storage
unit is lower than a predetermined value as the predetermined
condition.

[0028] The notification system according to the present
invention includes a transceiving unit configured to be able to
transmit information to at least one mobile communication
terminal. The control unit transmits information based on the
occurrence of the predetermined event specified by the deter-
mination to the mobile communication terminal via the trans-
ceiving unit.

[0029] In the notification system of the present invention,
the mobile communication terminal includes a second dis-
play module configured to be able to display information
based on the movement information. The control unit trans-
mits the storage priority value and the information based on
the movement information corresponding to the predeter-
mined event specified by the determination to the mobile
communication terminal via the transceiving unit. The
mobile communication terminal displays the information on
the second display module.

[0030] The mobile communication terminal is a device
capable of performing wireless communication. Examples of
a communication form of the wireless communication
include an ad-hoc mode and an infrastructure mode. A com-
bination of these communication forms may be used as the
communication form of the wireless communication. The
“ad-hoc mode” means a communication form in which a
plurality of terminals can communicate with each other in
parallel. Moreover, the “infrastructure mode™ means a com-
munication form in which communication is performed using
oneterminal or device as a base module and the other terminal
as an extension module. Examples of the mobile communi-
cation terminal include a device having a display monitor
corresponding to the second display module. A specific
example of this device includes a PDA, a tablet terminal, a
mobile phone, a smartphone, and the like.

[0031] In this case, the control unit can specify a subject
corresponding to the video and transmit the movement infor-
mation of the subject to a specific mobile communication
terminal. This specification is performed based on the move-
ment information generated by the detection unit and prede-
termined correlation information between the detection unit
and the subject.

[0032] The notification system according to the present
invention includes a transceiving unit configured to be able to
transmit a video to at least one mobile communication termi-
nal. The mobile communication terminal includes a second
display module configured to be able to display the video. The
control unit transmits alive video of the subject being imaged
by the imaging unit to the mobile communication terminal via
the transceiving unit when a predetermined movement of the
subject has occurred. The mobile communication terminal is
configured so that a terminal operator who operates the
mobile communication terminal can make communication or
atelephone call with the subject while viewing the live video
by performing a predetermined operation.
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[0033] 1In the notification system of the present invention,
the subject and the mobile communication terminal are cot-
related and the transceiving unit is configured to be able to
transmit information to a specific mobile communication ter-
minal. The detection unit is correlated with the subject. Upon
receiving the movement information of the subject from the
detection unit, the control unit specifies the subject based on
the correlation between the detection unit and the subject.
Further, the control unit specifies the mobile communication
terminal to which information is to be transmitted based on
the correlation between the subject and the mobile commu-
nication terminal. After that, the control unit transmits the
movement information of the subject to the specified mobile
communication terminal via the transceiving unit.

[0034] A notification system of the present invention is
provided with a notification unit. The notification unit
includes an operating module configured to be able to input
operations. The notification unit also includes a notification
module disposed at a position separated from the operating
module and configured to be able to output a notification to an
external device. The notification unit is configured such that
the notification module operates to output a notification to the
external device in response to a first signal for operating the
notification module, transmitted from the operating module
when an operator inputs an operation. The notification system
is further provided with a detection unit that generates move-
ment information of the operator according to a change over
time. The notification system is further provided a control
unit that receives the movement information from the detec-
tion unit, analyzes the movement information, and makes a
determination on the occurrence of a predetermined event
from the result of the analysis. The notification system is
further provided with a relay unit that is provided between the
operating module and the notification module and is config-
ured to allow the notification module and the control unit to
communicate with each other, the relay unit transmitting the
first signal to the notification module. The control unit trans-
mits a second signal to the relay unit when the determination
is executed. The relay unit transmits a third signal for oper-
ating the notification module to the notification module in
response to the second signal.

[0035] The “notification unit” may be an arbitrary element
as long as it has a configuration that outputs a notification to
an external device in response to an input operation. The
notification system of the present invention can be formed by
appropriately selecting and using a conventional existing
notification unit and combining a relay unit with the notifi-
cation unit. Moreover, the connection form between the oper-
ating module and the notification module included in the
notification unit may be wireless connection or cable connec-
tion.

[0036] The “operator” means a person who uses the oper-
ating module among the subjects. Those mentioned in rela-
tion to the subject can be appropriately applied to the opera-
tor. Examples of the operator include a patient, a caretaker, a
person who performs dangerous works, and the like. If the
place where the detection unit is provided is a sickroom, the
operator is a patient, for example.

[0037] The relay unit has a configuration capable of trans-
mitting a “third signal” for operating the notification module
by being controlled by the control unit. The relay unit may
have a configuration capable of transmitting signals output
from one or both of the notification module and the operating
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module to the control unit. When this function is executed, the
“first signal” is regarded as the “third signal.”

[0038] The relay unit has the function of one or both of a
path switcher and a signal converter, for example. Here, when
the “second signal” includes the “third signal,” the relay unit
functions as the path switcher. When this function is
executed, a path of the relay unit connected to the notification
module is connected. This connection may be performed by
being controlled by the control unit and may be performed
according to a connection control signal or the like included
in the “second signal.” As a result, the “third signal” trans-
mitted from the control unit reaches the notification module
via the relay unit.

[0039] Moreover, whenthe “second signal”includes a “sig-
nal for transmitting the “third signal” to the relay unit,” the
relay unit functions as the signal converter. When this func-
tion is executed, the relay unit receives the “second signal”
from the control unit and performs processes such as analysis,
determination, conversion, and the like on the signal to gen-
erate the third signal. Further, the relay unit transmits the
generated “third signal” to the notification module. When the
information for identifying the detection unit is associated
with the “second signal,” the relay unit functions as the signal
converter and this information is analyzed. With this analysis,
it is possible to identify the detection unit from which the
“second signal” was transmitted. The relay unit transmits a
specific control signal to the notification module together
with the “second signal,” for example, based on the identifi-
cation result. As a result, specific display controlis performed
on the first display module provided in the notification mod-
ule based on the control signal.

[0040] The “specific display control” means control of
specifying the information of the operator specified by the
control signal and displaying the information. According to
an example of this control, the LED corresponding to the
operator specified by the control signal may be turned on and
off. In this case, the first display module is configured to
include a plurality of LEDs provided so as to correspond to
the names of operators. When the first display module is a
display monitor, the first display module displays information
on the name or the like of the operator as a character video.
[0041] The notification system of the present invention
includes: a first communication unit provided in the relay
unit; and a second communication unit provided in the detec-
tion unit or the control unit. The first communication unit and
the second communication unit communicate bidirectionally
whereby the notification module can communicate with the
detection unit or the control unit bidirectionally via the relay
unit.

[0042] When the second communication unit is provided in
the control unit, the relay unit is provided in or near a head-
quarter. When a facility in which the notification system of the
present invention is provided is a hospital, the headquarter is
a nurse’s station, for example. On the other hand, when the
second communication unit is provided in the detection unit,
the relay unit is provided near the detection unit (that is, in or
near the room where the operator is present). When the facil-
ity in which the notification system of the present invention is
provided is a hospital, the room is a sickroom of the patient.
[0043] In the notification system of the present invention,
when it is determined that the predetermined event has
occurred, the control unit transmits the second signal to the
relay unit via the second communication unit and the first
communication unit.
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[0044] 1In the notification system of the present invention,
the first communication unit and the second communication
unit are wireless communication unit.

[0045] In the notification system of the present invention,
the detection unit is an imaging unit configured to be able to
generate videos. The control unit includes a third display
module configured to be able to display videos. The control
unit displays a video imaged by the imaging unit in a prede-
termined period including the time when the determination
was made or the input operation was executed on the third
display module when it is determined that the predetermined
event has occurred or the input operation was performed.

[0046] In the notification system of the present invention,
the control unit determines the occurrence of the predeter-
mined event based on a change in a luminance value of a pixel
that forms the video in response to a predetermined move-
ment of the operator.

[0047] The notification system of the present invention
includes a third communication unit configured to be able to
communicate with at least one mobile communication termi-
nal. When it is determined that the predetermined event has
occurred, the control unit transmits information based on the
result of the determination to the mobile communication ter-
minal via the third communication unit. The relay unit noti-
fies the mobile communication terminal of information indi-
cating that the third signal has been transmitted via the first
communication unit.

[0048] The control unit can specify the operator based on
the movement information of the operator generated by the
detection unit and the predetermined correlation information
between the detection unit and the operator. The control unit
determines a notification destination corresponding to the
operator by this specification. Further, the control unit may
control so that the information on the determined notification
destination is displayed on the display module via the relay
unit.

[0049] 1In the notification system of the present invention,
the mobile communication terminal includes a fourth display
module configured to be able to display videos. The control
unit transmits a video corresponding to the predetermined
event occurred to the mobile communication terminal via the
second communication unit or the third communication unit
together with the information indicating the execution of the
determination. The mobile communication terminal displays
the video on the fourth display module.

[0050] In the notification system of the present invention,
the notification unit includes a switch which is the operating
module and a call module which is the notification module.
The notification unit is a nurse call system in which the call
module operates when the operator operates the switch.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0051] According to the present invention, it is possible to
appropriately notify a healthcare provider of a change in a
patient’s state in a sickroom. For example, when a change
occurs to a patient and a notification is output to a headquar-
ter, it is possible to understand the patient’s state in a period
before and after the occurrence time with a predetermined
operation. Alternatively, it is possible to output a notification
to a headquarter when a change occurs to a patient or the like
regardless of the presence of a call operation while using an
existing notification system.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0052] FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a nurse call system according to a first embodi-
ment.

[0053] FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of the nurse call system according to the first
embodiment.

[0054] FIG. 3 is a table illustrating an example of correla-
tion between the type of event movement information and an
event threshold.

[0055] FIG. 4 is a table illustrating an example of correla-
tion among the presence of occurrence of an event, the type of
the occurred event, and an applied storage priority value.
[0056] FIG.5 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of an overall configuration of the nurse call system
according to the first embodiment.

[0057] FIG. 6 is a table illustrating an example of an imag-
ing unit and an operating module corresponding to a sickbed
number.

[0058] FIG. 7isa block diagram illustrating an example of
ahardware configuration of the nurse call system according to
the first embodiment.

[0059] FIG. 8isa flowchart illustrating an example of ause
form of the nurse call system according to the first embodi-
ment.

[0060] FIG.9 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a nurse call system according to a second embodi-
ment.

[0061] FIG.10is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of the nurse call system according to the second
embodiment.

[0062] FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of an overall configuration of the nurse call system
according to the second embodiment.

[0063] FIG. 12 is a table illustrating an example of an
imaging unit, an operating module, and a mobile communi-
cation terminal corresponding to a sickbed number.

[0064] FIG.13is ablock diagramillustrating an example of
ahardware configuration of the nurse call system according to
the second embodiment.

[0065] FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
use form of the nurse call system according to the second
embodiment.

[0066] FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating a use form of a
nurse call system according to Example.

[0067] FIG. 16 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a nurse call system according to a third embodi-
ment.

[0068] FIG.17 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of the nurse call system according to the third
embodiment.

[0069] FIG. 18 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of an overall configuration of the nurse call system
according to the third embodiment.

[0070] FIG.19is atable illustrating an example of'a micro-
wave Doppler sensor, an operating module, and a mobile
communication terminal corresponding to a sickbed number.
[0071] FIG.20is ablock diagram illustrating an example of
ahardware configuration of the nurse call system according to
the third embodiment.

[0072] FIG. 21 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
use form of the nurse call system according to the third
embodiment.
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[0073] FIG. 22 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a nurse call system according to a fourth embodi-
ment.

[0074] FIG. 23 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of the nurse call system according to the fourth
embodiment.

[0075] FIG. 24 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a communication form of a control unit and a
relay unit.

[0076] FIG. 25 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a communication form of a control unit and a
relay unit.

[0077] FIG. 26 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of an overall configuration of the nurse call system
according to the fourth embodiment.

[0078] FIG. 27 is a table illustrating an example of an
imaging unit, a relay unit, and an operating module corre-
sponding to a sickbed number.

[0079] FIG. 28 is ablock diagramillustrating an example of
ahardware configuration of the nurse call system according to
the fourth embodiment.

[0080] FIG. 29 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
use form of the nurse call system according to the fourth
embodiment.

[0081] FIG. 30 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a nurse call system according to a fifth embodi-
ment.

[0082] FIG. 31 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a communication form of a control unit and a
relay unit.

[0083] FIG. 32 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a communication form of a relay unit and a
notification unit.

[0084] FIG. 33 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of an overall configuration of the nurse call system
according to the fifth embodiment.

[0085] FIG. 34 is ablock diagram illustrating an example of
ahardware configuration of the nurse call system according to
the fifth embodiment.

[0086] FIG. 35 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a nurse call system according to a sixth embodi-
ment.

[0087] FIG. 36 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of the nurse call system according to the sixth
embodiment.

[0088] FIG. 37 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of an overall configuration of the nurse call system
according to the sixth embodiment.

[0089] FIG. 38 is a table illustrating an example of an
imaging unit, an operating module, and a mobile communi-
cation terminal corresponding to a sickbed number.

[0090] FIG. 39 is ablock diagram illustrating an example of
ahardware configuration of the nurse call system according to
the sixth embodiment.

[0091] FIG. 40 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
use form of the nurse call system according to the sixth
embodiment.

[0092] FIG. 41 is a functional block diagram illustrating a
conventional nurse call system.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0093] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention
will be described with reference to the drawings. Constituent
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elements having the same configuration throughout the
respective drawings will be denoted by the same reference
numerals.

First Embodiment

Nurse Call System

[0094] Hereinafter, a configuration of a nurse call system
according to this embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to the drawings. The description will be given in the
following order: Functional configuration of nurse call sys-
tem; Overall configuration of nurse call system; and Hard-
ware configuration for realizing functional configuration.
[0095] [Functional Configuration of Nurse Call System]
[0096] FIGS. 1 and 2 are functional block diagrams illus-
trating an example of a nurse call system according to this
embodiment. FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a detailed con-
figuration of a nurse call system 10 illustrated in FIG. 1. In the
following description, a case in which a subject is a “patient”
will be described.

[0097] [Nurse Call System 10]

[0098] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the nurse call system 10
includes an imaging unit 50, a notification unit 20, and a
storage unit 60. The imaging unit 50 generates video infor-
mation of a patient and outputs the video information to the
notification unit 20. The video information includes move-
ment information of the patient. The notification unit 20
includes an operating module 21, a notification module 22,
and a control unit 40. The control unit 40 analyzes the video
information received from the imaging unit 50. The control
unit 40 further determines the presence of the occurrence of a
predetermined event based on the analysis result. When it is
determined that a predetermined event has occurred, the noti-
fication module 22 notifies an external device of the occur-
rence of the event. Moreover, the control unit 40 receives the
determination result and outputs video information (herein-
after sometimes referred to as “detection video information™)
including the patient movement information, corresponding
to the occurred event, to the storage unit 60. Here, the “patient
movement information” includes information that the patient
has no movement as well as the information on the patient’s
movement. Examples of the “information that the patient has
no movement” include an immovable state of the patient, a
state in which the patient moves out of a detection range and
is not in an imaging range which is the detection range, and
the like.

[0099] (Imaging Unit 50)

[0100] The imaging unit 50 functions as a first sensor that
generates detection video information. The detection video
information is continuously generated for a predetermined
period, for example.

[0101] The imaging unit 50 is provided so as to be able to
generate a video (hereinafter sometimes referred to as a
“detection video”) including the movement of a patient with
achange over time among videos. The imaging unit 50 can be
configured by selecting appropriately from those described as
examples of an imaging device. The imaging unit 50 is pro-
vided at such a position that the bed of a patient is included in
an imaging area thereof, for example.

[0102] The imaging unit 50 is configured so that the detec-
tion video information can be output from the imaging unit 50
to the control unit 40 by being connected to the control unit 40
via a communication line L1. The communication line L1
may be an arbitrary element as long as it includes a configu-
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ration that realizes input and output between the imaging unit
50 and the control unit 40 by communication. The commu-
nication line L1 may be configured by a wireless element, a
cable element, or a combination thereof, for example. More-
over, the communication line I1 preferably includes a con-
figuration that can periodically check establishment of com-
munication.

[0103] When the communication line L1 is a cable LAN
path, a router having the function of PoE (Power over Ether-
net (registered trademark)) is preferably provided in the LAN
path. In this case, the use of the PoE function enables power
to be supplied from the router to the imaging unit 50 via the
cable LAN.

[0104] (Storage Unit 60)

[0105] The storage unit 60 stores the detection video infor-
mation generated by the imaging unit 50. The imaging unit 50
is connected to the storage unit 60 via the control unit 40
whereby the detection video information subjected to prede-
termined processing by the control unit 40 is input to the
storage unit 60. The detection video information is detection
video information to which a storage priority value described
later is applied, for example. Moreover, the detection video
information is detection video information which has been
subjected to privacy processing, for example. Examples of the
privacy processing include mosaic processing on the face of a
patient, processing of painting the silhouette of a person in
single color.

[0106] The storage unit 60 may have a function of remov-
ing or moving the stored detection video information accord-
ing to a predetermined condition. Examples of the predeter-
mined condition include the elapse of a predetermined period
from the time when it was stored in the storage unit 60, an
available volume of the storage unit 60 being lower than a
predetermined value, and the like. The removal or the move-
ment is executed on a plurality of items of stored detection
video information in ascending order of the storage priority
values applied thereto. As a specific example, a storage deter-
mination module (not illustrated) included in the storage unit
60 determines whether the detection video information of
which the storage period has elapsed a predetermined period
from the time when it was stored in the storage unit 60 will be
removed or moved. This determination is made based on the
storage priority value applied to the detection video informa-
tion. In this determination, when the storage priority value is
smaller than a predetermined threshold, the detection video
information is removed or moved.

[0107] Thedetection video information of which the move-
ment is determined to be needed may be moved, for example,
to a cloud server (not illustrated) or the like connected to the
storage unit 60 via a network (not illustrated). Moreover, the
storage unit 60 may not always need to have the function of
removing or moving the detection video information, and for
example, a determination module 42 or a control module 43
may remove or move the detection video information stored
in the storage unit 60.

[0108] The storage unit 60 may be a server provided via a
network N. In communication between the servers, a com-
munication system compliant with DICOM may be used for
communication of videos or the like. In this case, the storage
unit 60 forms a picture archive communication system
(PACS) in which videos are stored, a hospital information
system (HIS) in which patient information, hospital informa-
tion, and the like are stored, and the like.
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[0109] (Notification Unit 20)

[0110] The notification unit 20 is a nurse call device that
outputs a notification to an external device based on the input
of a predetermined operation by the patient.

[0111] The operating module 21 and the notification mod-
ule 22 are provided so that a signal can be output from at least
the operating module 21 to the notification module 22 via the
control unit 40. This output is performed via communication
of a transceiver module (not illustrated), for example. In this
case, the signal transmitted (output) from the operating mod-
ule 21 to the notification module 22 is received (input) to the
notification module 22 via the control unit 40.

[0112] The notification module 22 is provide at a position
separated from the operating module 21. Specifically, the
operating module 21 is provided in a sickroom and the noti-
fication module 22 is provided in a nurse’s station. For
example, when a patient operates the operating module 21, at
least a signal (hereinafter sometimes referred to as a “notifi-
cation module activation signal”) instructing the control unit
40 to activate the notification module 22 is transmitted (out-
put) from the operating module 21 in response to the input of
the operation. The control unit 40 controls the notification
module 22 in response to this signal whereby the notification
module 22 is activated and a notification is output to an
external device. In this case, although various items of infor-
mation such as control information or identification informa-
tion of the operating module 21 are output from the operating
module 21 in addition to the notification module activation
signal, the notification module activation signal may include
these various items of information.

[0113] <<Operating Module 21>>

[0114] The operating module 21 may be an arbitrary ele-
ment as long as it includes a configuration capable of output-
ting a predetermined signal to the control unit 40 based on the
input of an operation. In this case, the predetermined signal
includes a predetermined instruction on the control unit 40.
The predetermined instruction is an instruction to activate the
notification module 22 to output a notification to an external
device, for example. That is, the predetermined signal
includes a notification module activation signal. A conven-
tional existing button or trigger-type nurse call extension
module, a conventional existing nurse call button having a
switch button, and the like can be appropriately selected and
used as the operating module 21, for example.

[0115] <<Notification Module 22>>

[0116] The notification module 22 may be an arbitrary ele-
ment as long as it is configured to output a notification to an
external device in response to the notification module activa-
tion signal. Examples of the form of the notification output by
the notification module 22 include those sensed by the five
senses of a person, such as sound, light, or vibration.

[0117] Moreover, the notification unit 20 may include a
PBX module 25. For example, the PBX module 25 is pro-
vided in the notification module 22 as illustrated in FIG. 2.
The notification module 22 outputs a notification to an exter-
nal device in response to a control signal from the control unit
40 and activates the PBX module 25. The PBX module 25
transmits a signal to a PHS terminal 26. The PHS terminal 26
having received this signal performs an operation of output-
ting a notification to an external device.

[0118] <<PBX Module 25>>

[0119] Aslongasthe PBX module 25 can receive the signal
from the control unit 40, the installation form and the con-
nection form thereof are not particularly limited. Moreover,
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the PHS terminal 26 may be connected to the notification
module 22 and may be connected to the notification unit 20.
[0120] <<Control Unit 40>>

[0121] The control unit 40 analyzes the detection video
information received from the imaging unit 50. The control
unit 40 determines the presence of the occurrence of a prede-
termined event based on the analysis result. When it is deter-
mined that a predetermined event has occurred, the control
unit 40 outputs detection video information corresponding to
the event to the storage unit 60.

[0122] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the control unit 40 includes
an analysis module 41, a determination module 42, a control
module 43, a display module 44, an event condition storage
module 45, and a storage priority application module 47.
Moreover, a storage module 46 in which the detection video
information is temporarily stored is provided as necessary
between the storage priority application module 47 and the
storage unit 60.

[0123] <Analysis Module 41>

[0124] The analysis module 41 analyzes the detection
video information received from the imaging unit 50 to
specify movement information of the patient and outputs the
movement information to the determination module 42.
When the detection video information is continuously genet-
ated by the imaging unit 50, the analysis module 41 continu-
ously receives the detection video information, analyzes the
detection video information on a real-time basis, and outputs
the analysis result to the determination module 42.

[0125] The analysis module 41 analyzes the detection
video information based on a predetermined algorithm
(method). In this way, the movement information of the
patient is specified from the detection video information.
According to an example of a video analysis algorithm, edges
are extracted from the detection video information, and the
shapes of the edges, a moving object, and the like are ana-
lyzed to detect that the object is a person. When this algorithm
1s used, video analysis is performed in the following manner,
for example.

[0126] First, the analysis module 41 applies a predeter-
mined filter to the detection video information received from
the imaging unit 50 to extract edges. Examples of the filter
include a filter that enables a boundary of an object to be
detected based on the luminance value of a pixel, a filter that
enables a moving object to be detected based on a change in
the luminance value of a pixel.

[0127] Subsequently. the analysis module 41 performs a
matching process based on the size, the shape, the movement,
or the like of a portion surrounded by the extracted edges.
With this matching process, a portion of the detection video,
surrounded by the edges is selected. This matching process is
performed by comparing matching information stored in
advance in a matching information storage module (not illus-
trated) with information on the portion surrounded by the
edges. The matching information includes information such
as the size of a person, the shape of a person, or the movement
of a person, for example. With this process, the portion sur-
rounded by the edges is specified as a person. Further, the
movement information of the portion surrounded by the
edges is specified as the patient movement information and is
output to the determination module 42.

[0128] According to another example of the video analysis
algorithm, a filtering process is performed on the detection
video information generated by a thermography camera to
specify an area of the detection video, corresponding to a
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specific temperature distribution. In this example, a matching
process is similarly performed on the specified area.

[0129] The video analysis is not limited to that based on the
algorithms mentioned above. For example, a conventional
existing algorithm can be appropriately selected and used for
the video analysis. Further, a plurality of alignments may be
combined and used for the video analysis. When the determi-
nation module 42 determines that a predetermined event has
occurred, the determination module 42 outputs information
(hereinafter sometimes referred to as “event occurrence infor-
mation”) indicating the occurrence of the event to the control
module 43.

[0130] <Determination Module 42>

[0131] The determination module 42 determines the pres-
ence of the occurrence of a predetermined event based on the
analysis result received from the analysis module 41. The
determination module 42 determines whether the patient
movement information received from the analysis module 41
is identical to predetermined movement information (prede-
termined event; hereinafter sometimes referred to as “event
movement information”).

[0132] The “predetermined event” means a specific move-
ment of a patient. Examples of the specific movement include
a “movement that a patient tries to get up from a bed,” a
“movement that a patient tries to leave a bed,” a “movement
that a patient has tumbled,” and the like. When the determi-
nation module 42 determines that the “predetermined event
has occurred,” the determination module 42 outputs the deter-
mination result to at least the control module 43. In this case,
the “identical” includes “substantially identical” as well as
“perfectly identical.” Examples of the “substantially identi-
cal” include a case in which a portion of a series of move-
ments ofa patient is identical to the predetermined movement
information. Moreover, the analysis module 41 may specify a
body axis of the patient from the matching process, for
example. The determination module 42 may determine that
the predetermined event has occurred when the movement of
the specified body axis is identical to movement information
of the body axis included in the event movement information.
[0133] The determination module 42 is not limited to deter-
mine the presence of the occurrence of the predetermined
event based on theidenticalness of the movement information
of the patient only. For example, when the patient is absent in
a sickroom in a specific period, it is determined that the
movement information ofthe patient is “Absent.”” However, in
this state, the determination module 42 may determine that
the predetermined event has occurred. The predetermined
event is “Wandering,” for example. As an example, when the
determination time of the occurrence of the event is “night
(after lights-out)” and a patient is absent from a sickroom in a
specific period, the determination module 42 determines that
an event of “Wandering” has occurred.

[0134] Moreover, the determination module 42 specifies
detection video information (hereinafter sometimes referred
to as “event detection video information™) including a video
indicating the occurrence of the predetermined event from the
detection video information stored in the storage unit 60 and
sequentially outputs the specified detection video informa-
tion to the storage unit 60.

[0135] Specifically, the event detection video information
is detection video information generated by the imaging unit
50 in a predetermined period including the occurrence time
(hereinafter sometimes referred to as an event occurrence
time) of the predetermined event. For example, the starting
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point of the predetermined period is the time occurring a first
predetermined period earlier than the event occurrence time
and the ending point thereof is the time occurring a second
predetermined period after the event occurrence time. More-
over, the event detection video information may be generated
in the above-described manner using the time at which the
operation of the operating module 21 is input to the control
module 43 as the event occurrence time, for example. When
the determination of the determination module 42 is per-
formed on a real-time basis, the “event occurrence time” is the
time at which it is determined that the predetermined event
has occurred.

[0136] <Event Condition Storage Module 45>

[0137] Event condition information is stored in advance in
the event condition storage module 45. The “event condition
information” is information used for determination of the
occurrence of the predetermined event. The “event movement
information” is included in the event condition information.
Moreover, an “event threshold” is included in the “event
condition information” as a threshold of the number of times
of the identicalness determination. In this case, the determi-
nation module 42 determines that “the predetermined event
has occurred” when the number of times of the identicalness
determination reaches a predetermined number. The event
condition storage module 45 is connected to the determina-
tion module 42. In this way, when the above-described deter-
mination is performed, the “event condition information” is
output to the determination module 42.

[0138] The “event threshold value” is set according to the
type of the event movement information, for example. FIG. 3
is a table illustrating an example of the correlation between
the type of the event movement information and the “event
threshold.”

[0139] As illustrated in FIG. 3, an event name is set as the
type of the predetermined event, and for example, “Falling,”
“Tumbling,” “Wandering,” “Leaving Bed,” “Getting Up,” and
the like are set as the event name. In such a correlation as
illustrated in FIG. 3, an event threshold is set for each event
type. For example, the event threshold is set to “1” for the
event type such as “Falling,” “Tumbling,” and “Wandering.”
That is, when the number of determinations associated with
the identicalness between the patient movement information
received from the analysis module 41 and the event move-
ment information corresponding to these types is “1,” it is
determined that the predetermined event has occurred. This is
because the movements of a patient associated with these
types of events are highly likely to lead to a serious accident
which can change the life of the patient. Thus, these types of
events have a high level of urgency to response among the
predetermined events and require an immediate notification
of the notification module 22.

[0140] <Control Module 43>

[0141] The control module 43 controls respective constitu-
ent elements of the nurse call system 10 in response to the
event occurrence information from the determination module
42. The control module 43 controls the display module 44 and
the notification module 22, for example, among the respective
constituent elements. In this case, a live video based on the
detection video information output from the imaging unit 50
or a detection video based on the event detection video infor-
mation is displayed on the display module 44, for example.
Moreover, the notification module 22 emits a notification
sound based on the notification module activation signal out-
put from the control module 43.
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[0142] The control module 43 may control the respective
constituent elements ofthe nurse call system 10 in response to
the notification module activation signal output from the
operating module 21. The control module 43 controls the
display module 44 in the above-described manner, for
example, among the respective constituent elements.

[0143] The control module 43 can appropriately control the
imaging unit 50, the notification module 22, and the respec-
tive constituent elements (the analysis module 41, the deter-
mination module 42, the storage module 46, and the like) of
the control unit 40 as necessary.

[0144] When a notification module activation signal is out-
put to the notification module 22, the control module 43 may
store the transmission history of the notification module acti-
vation signal in the storage unit 60 or the like. In this case, the
identification information of the imaging unit 50, the type of
the predetermined event, the event occurrence date and time,
and the like when it is determined that the predetermined
event has occurred are stored in association with the trans-
mission history.

[0145] When the output of the notification module activa-
tion signal is based on the event occurrence information, the
identification information of the operating module 21, the
identification information of the imaging unit 50, the type of
the predetermined event, the operation input data and time,
the event occurrence date and time, and the like are stored in
the storage unit 60 or the like in association with the trans-
mission history, for example. Moreover, in this case, the
occurrence information of the predetermined event may be
selectively stored.

[0146] <Display Module 44>

[0147] The display module 44 is configured to be able to
display a live video based on the detection video information
output from the imaging unit 50 or the detection video based
on the event detection video information. The display module
44 may be an arbitrary element as long as it has a configura-
tion capable of displaying videos. The display module 44
preferably has a configuration capable of displaying color
videos, for example. The display module 44 corresponds to a
“first display module” of the present invention.

[0148] The display module 44 may have the function of the
notification module 22 by displaying notification information
(for example, character information). Moreover, the display
module 44 may be configured to emit a notification sound via
a sound playback module (not illustrated) as well as display-
ing the information. In this case, the connection of the noti-
fication module 22 to the control unit 40 may be omitted. That
is, the notification unit 20 may be configured to eliminate the
notification module 22. Moreover, when the notification of
the nurse call system 10 is limited to a visual notification, the
notification module 22 may be omitted.

[0149] The control unit 40 includes a storage module 46
and a storage priority application module 47 for performing a
predetermined process on the detection video information
output from the determination module 42 to the storage unit
60. The storage module 46 is a temporary storage module in
which the detection video information continuously gener-
ated by the imaging unit 50 is sequentially stored and is
provided as necessary. Moreover, the storage priority appli-
cation module 47 applies a storage priority value to the event
detection video information among the items of input detec-
tion video information, for example.
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[0150] <Storage Module 46>

[0151] The detection video information generated by the
imaging unit 50 is temporarily stored in the storage module
46. The control module 43 can select the detection video
information based on the event detection information. A spe-
cific example of how detection video information is selected
will be described below.

[0152] The detection video information output from the
imaging unit 50 is sequentially stored in the storage module
46. In this case, the presence of the occurrence of the prede-
termined event is determined by the determination module 42
simultaneously with the storage. In this determination, when
it is determined that the predetermined event has occurred,
event occurrence information is output to the control module
43. The control module 43 removes the detection video infor-
mation other than the event detection video information
among the items of detection video information stored in the
storage module 46 in response to the event occurrence infor-
mation. This removal is executed when it is determined that
an event has not occurred after the elapse of a first predeter-
mined period from the generation time of the detection video
information. Moreovet, the removal is resumed when a sec-
ond predetermined period elapses from the determination
time of the occurrence of the event and a new event has not
occurred. In this way, the event detection video information is
selectively left in the storage module 46. The event detection
video information is stored in the storage unit 60 after the
storage priority value is applied thereto by the storage priority
application module 47, for example.

[0153] As described above, the storage module 46 func-
tions as a temporary storage module when the event detection
video information is specified from the detection video infor-
mation and the storage priority value is applied to the detec-
tion video information. Since the storage module 46 is pro-
vided in the control unit 40, an information readout speed of
the storage module 46 may be faster than the storage unit 60.
Thus, the event detection video information which is highly
likely to be reproduced may be stored in the storage module
46.

[0154] In this case, the video information stored in the
storage module 46 is event detection video information to
which a high storage priority value is applied. The “high
storage priority value” corresponding to the video informa-
tion is the storage priority values “A” and “B” illustrated in
the table of FIG. 4 described later. The event names corre-
sponding to these storage priority values are specified as
“Tumbling” and “Falling” from the table of FIG. 4. That s,
the event detection video information indicating the occur-
rence of “Tumbling” and “Falling” is left in the storage mod-
ule 46 by being copied to the storage unit 60. The event
detection video information indicating the occurrence of the
other events is removed from the storage module 46 by being
moved to the storage unit 60. In this way, the event detection
video information to which a high storage priority value is
applied is stored by being selectively left in the storage mod-
ule 46. Thus, even when an event having a high level of
urgency to response occurs to a patient, a healthcare provider
can check an event detection video corresponding to the event
on the display module 44 or the like by reading the event
detection video from the storage module 46 without access-
ing the storage unit 60. Moreover, since the available volume
of the storage module 46 is limited, the event detection video
information is removed or moved based on the predetermined
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conditions similarly to the storage unit 60. In this case, the
destination of the event detection video information is the
storage unit 60, for example.

[0155] <Storage Priority Application Module 47>

[0156] The storage priority application module 47 applies a
storage priority value to the detection video information
including the event detection video information based on the
event occurrence information and the storage condition infor-
mation received from the determination module 42. The
detection video information may be received directly from
the imaging unit 50 and may be received via the storage
module 46. In this case, it is assumed that all items of the
detection video information generated by the imaging unit 50
are stored in the storage unit 60.

[0157] Here, the “storage priority value” indicates the
degree of priority of storage of the detection video informa-
tion stored in the storage unit 60. In other words, the storage
priority value indicates the degree of priority of removal or
movement, and the detection video information is removed or
moved preferentially from the detection video information of
which the applied storage priority value is lower. Moreover,
the items of detection video information having the same
storage priority value are removed or moved in ascending
order of the storage date and time, for example. The degree is
determined according to the importance of the detection
video information (that is, the degree of need to store), for
example. The degree ofneed to store is determined depending
on “whether the event movement information is included in
the detection video information,” “the type of an event
occurred,” and the like, for example. Although the storage
priority value is applied to the detection video information,
the storage priority value may be applied to the event detec-
tion video information only.

[0158] The “storage condition information” indicates the
correlation between the event occurrence information and the
storage priority value. The event occurrence information
includes information indicating the presence of the occur-
rence of the event and information on the type of an event
occurred. The “storage condition information” is stored in
advance in the storage module 46, for example.

[0159] FIG. 4 is a table illustrating an example of the cor-
relation among the “presence of occurrence of event,” the
“type of occurred event,” and the applied storage priority
value.

[0160] In the correlation illustrated in FIG. 4, the storage
priority value is set to a case of no event occurred. Moreover,
the same event name as illustrated in FIG. 3 is set as the type
of the predetermined event for a case where an event has
occurred. In the correlation, the storage priority value is set
for each event type. The storage priority values are repre-
sented by A to Z. Among the storage priority values in the
correlation, A has the highest storage priority value, the stor-
age priority values decrease in the alphabetical order from A,
and Z has the lowest storage priority value.

[0161] That is, the lowest storage priority value “Z” is
correlated with the case of “No event occurred.” On the other
hand, when events have occurred and the event types corre-
spond to “Falling” and “Tumbling,” high storage priority
values “A” and “B” are correlated with such cases. Thatis, the
event detection video information corresponding to the event
type of “Falling” and “Tumbling” has a high degree of need to
store.

[0162] The “high degree of need to store” means that the
event detection video information is highly likely to be used
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later, for example. For example, when a subject patient is
injured by tumbling, the event detection video information at
the time of tumbling may be stored and protected so that the
information is used as a guideline for treatment of the injury.
Moreover, the process of the tumbling may be extracted from
the event detection video information and be stored for each
patient as a history so that the history can be used later.
Further, when the tumbling causes a dispute as a medical
accident, by protecting the storage of the event detection
video information, the event detection video information can
be used as an evidence video in the place of dispute.

[0163] On the other hand, in the correlation, a storage pri-
ority value C is correlated with the event type of “Wandering.”
This is because the “Wandering” state requires a higher level
of urgency to response than the “Getting Up” and “Leaving
Bed” states and it is determined that the need to leave the same
as a history is high. Moreover, when an accident occurs dur-
ing “Wandering,” the corresponding event detection video
information can be used in later inspection. Further, when a
plurality of events occurs simultaneously, a highest value
among the storage priority values corresponding to these
events is applied to the detection video information thereof,
for example.

[0164] The storage condition information may not include
a storage priority value corresponding to the case of “No
event occurred.” Based on this correlation information, the
storage priority application module 47 does not apply a stor-
age priority value to the detection video information other
than the event detection video information. In this case, the
detection video information corresponding to the storage pri-
ority value “Z” illustrated in FIG. 4 is detection video infor-
mation to which the storage priority value is not applied.
Moreover, when the detection video information other than
the event detection video information is selectively removed
by the control module 43, the storage condition information
may not include the storage priority value corresponding to
the case of “No event occurred.”

[0165] Inthisway,ahigh storage priority valueis applied to
the event detection video information that is to be used later,
the event detection video information that is to be left as a
history, and the like, whereby these items of event video
information are protected in the storage unit 60.

[0166] [Overall Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0167] Next, an overall configuration of the nurse call sys-
tem 10 according to this embodiment will be described. FIG.
5 is a block diagram illustrating an example of an overall
configuration of the nurse call system 10 according to this
embodiment. A number of patients are hospitalized in a hos-
pital in which the nurse call system. 10 is used. Thus, the
nurse call system 10 includes the same number of operating
modules 21 as the number of sickbeds and includes the same
number of imaging unit 50 as the number of sickbeds.
[0168] As illustrated in FIG. 5, the nurse call system 10 is
configured such that a plurality of imaging unit 50 is con-
nected to the control unit 40 so that the imaging unit 50 can
output and input information to and from the control unit 40.
The plurality ofimaging unit 50 (504 to 504) are connected by
a communication line L1 so as to be able to transmit and
receive (output and input) information to and from the control
unit 40. Further, the storage unit 60 and the notification mod-
ule 22 are connected to the control unit 40. The storage unit 60
is connected so as to be able to transmit and receive informa-
tion to and from the control unit 40. The notification module
22 is connected so that at least information can be transmitted
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from the control unit 40 to the notification module 22.
Although the nurse call system 10 illustrated in the drawing
illustrates a case in which the number of sickbeds is four, the
number of sickbeds is not limited thereto but can be set
appropriately (the same herein below).

[0169] The correlation between the nurse call system 10
illustrated in FIG. 5 and the nurse call system 10 illustrated in
FIG. 1 will be described by way of an example of the imaging
unit 504 and the operating module 21 illustrated in FIG. 5. In
the nurse call system 10 illustrated in FIG. 5, the imaging unit
50q and the operating module 21a which are correlated are
connected so as to be able to transmit and receive information
to and from the control unit 40 and the notification module 22,
whereby the same configuration as the nurse call system 10
illustrated in FIG. 1 is obtained. Moreover, the same correla-
tion is similarly applied to the imaging unit 505 to 504 and the
operating modules 215 to 214. That s, the overall configura-
tion of the nurse call system 10 is configured such that the
plurality of sets of imaging unit and operating modules which
are correlated are connected so as to be able to transmit and
receive information to and from the control unit 40 and the
notification module 22.

[0170] Correlation information among a sickbed number,
the imaging unit 50, and the operating module 21, for
example, is stored in advance in the storage unit 60 or the
storage module 46 (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the
“storage unit 60 or the like”). This correlation information is
represented by a correlation between the unique IDs (herein-
after sometimes referred to as “UIDs”) which are identifiers
applied to the sickbed number, the imaging unit 50, and the
operating module 21, for example.

[0171] FIG. 6is atableillustrating an example of the imag-
ing unit 50 and the operating module 21 corresponding to the
sickbed number. As illustrated in FIG. 6, this table illustrates
the correlation among a sickbed number (hereinafter some-
times referred to as a “sickbed UID”) applied to each sickbed,
an imaging unit UID (hereinafter sometimes referred to sim-
ply as “imaging unit UID”) applied to each imaging unit 50,
and an operating module UID (hereinafter sometimes
referred to simply as “operating module UID”) applied to
each operating module 21.

[0172] The determination module 42 outputs “event occur-
rence information that specifies the sickbed” to the control
module 43 and the storage unit 60 or the like based on the
correlation. The “event occurrence information that specifies
the sickbed” includes “information (sickbed number or the
like) for specifying the sickbed” and “event detection infor-
mation that specifies the sickbed.” The control module 43
outputs the “information for specifying the sickbed” and the
like to the notification module 22, the display module 44, and
the like. Moreover, the “event detection information that
specifies the sickbed” is output to the storage unit 60 or the
like.

[0173] The notification module 22 outputs a notification
(an audio notification such as a sickbed number) that specifies
the sickbed in response to the “information for specifying the
sickbed.” The display module 44 displays information (infor-
mation such as a sickbed number) that specifies the sickbed in
response to the “information for specifying the sickbed.”
With the notification and the information, a healthcare pro-
vider can recognize the sickbed in which an event has
occurred. The storage unit 60 stores the event detection infor-
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mation in association with the sickbed information in
response to the “event detection information that specifies the
sickbed.”

[0174] With reference to the table in FIG. 6, an example in
which the determination module 42 outputs “the event occur-
rence information that specifies the sickbed” will be
described.

[0175] First, as afirstexample, a case in which the detection
video information is generated by the imaging unit 50a will
be described. In this case, the imaging unit UID “50” is
associated with the detection video information. Upon receiv-
ing the detection video information, the determination mod-
ule 42 specifies the sickbed number “1” corresponding to the
detection video information based on the associated imaging
unit UID “50” and the correlation information. Further, the
determination module 42 outputs information including the
information of the sickbed number “1.” The determination
module 42 outputs a notification module activation signal
(notification information that specifies the sickbed) including
the information of sickbed number “1,” for example, to the
notification module 22. The notification module 22 outputs a
notification including the sound of “sickbed number 1” in
response to the information. The determination module 42
outputs the event detection video information corresponding
to the event to the display module 44 in association with the
information of sickbed number “1,” for example. The display
module 44 displays the event detection video together with
the character of sickbed number “1” in response to the infor-
mation. The determination module 42 outputs the event
detection video information (the event detection information
that specifies the sickbed) corresponding to the event to the
storage unit 60 in association with the sickbed number “1.”
The storage unit 60 stores the event detection video together
with the character information of sickbed number “1” in
response to the information.

[0176] As asecond example, a case in which a notification
module activation signal is output from the operating module
21a will be described. In this case, the operating module UID
“70” 1s associated with the signal. Upon receiving the signal,
the determination module 42 specifies the sickbed number
“1” and the imaging unit UID “50” corresponding to the
signal based on the operating module UID “70” and the
correlation information. Further, the determination module
42 generates event detection video information from the
detection video information generated by the imaging unit
50a corresponding to the imaging unit UID “50.” Further, the
determination module 42 outputs information including the
information of sickbed number “1.” This information is out-
put similarly to the first example.

[0177] An identifier correlated with the sickbed number is
not limited to that described above but may be set arbitrarily.
For example, an identifier (a patient UID, a nurse UID, an
assistant UID, a physician UID, or the like) applied to a
patient, a healthcare provider, or the like may be used for
setting the correlation information. The same is true for the
correlation information illustrated below.

[0178] When a patient UID is correlated with a sickbed
number, the event threshold illustrated in FIG. 3 may be
changed based on the patient UID. That is, the determination
module 42 specifies an event which is likely to occur to a
specific patient and increases or decreases the event threshold
from a standard value based on the specification result.
[0179] Specifically, the determination module 42 specifies
a sickbed in which the same event has occurred a number of
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times within a predetermined period from an event occur-
rence history. The determination module 42 specifies the
patient UID from the sickbed number. When the event is
“Wandering,” for example, the event threshold thereof is
decreased.

[0180] Specifically, when the standard value of the event
threshold of “Wandering”is “3,” the event threshold of “Wan-
dering” is changed to “1.” This change is performed accord-
ing to an event type, for example. Specifically, the event
threshold is decreased only for an event such as “Tumbling”
of which the degree of urgency to response is high (for
example, the storage priority value is high), whereas the event
threshold is increased only for an event such as “Getting Up”
of which the degree of urgency to response to low (for
example, the storage priority value is low).

[0181] The determination module 42 may generate new
event condition information corresponding to a patient from
the content (a combination of the types of occurred events) of
an event occurrence history. In this case, the event condition
information may be stored in the event condition storage
module 45 together with the corresponding patient UID. The
patient is a patient whose movement during occurrence of the
event, for example, is characteristic. This “characteristic
movement” is correlated with the patient as “event movement
information” whereby the new event condition information is
generated. In this manner, when new event condition infor-
mation corresponding to a patient is generated and used for
determination, the healthcare provider can more properly
recognize the patient’s state in each sickbed.

[0182] When the patient UID and the sickbed number are
correlated, the determination module 42 may change the stor-
age priority value illustrated in FIG. 5 based on the patient
UID. As an example, when the event threshold is changed, for
example, the determination module 42 specifies a sickbed in
which the same event has occurred a number of times within
a predetermined period from the event occurrence history.
The determination module 42 specifies the patient UID from
the sickbed number. The determination module 42 changes
the storage priority value corresponding to the event based on
the specification result. This change is performed according
to an event type, for example. For example, the storage pri-
ority value is increased only for an event such as “Tumbling”
of which the degree of urgency to response is high, whereas
the storage priority value is decreased only for an event such
as “Getting Up” of which the degree of urgency to response to
low. The plurality of processes of specifying the sickbed or
the patient may be performed by the control module 43
instead of the determination module 42.

[0183]

[0184] Next, a hardware configuration of the nurse call
system 10 (mainly a computer 100) for realizing the above-
described functions will be described with reference to FIG.
7. FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
hardware configuration of the nurse call system 10 according
to this embodiment.

[0185] (Computer 100)

[0186] First, a computer having the function of the control
unit 40 will be described. The computer 100 is configured to
include a microprocessor 101, a main storage device 102, an
external storage device 103, and a communication interface
108. Reference numeral 109 indicates a bus that connects
these respective constituent elements. Hereinafter, these con-
stituent elements of the computer 100 will be described.

[Hardware Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
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[0187] Themicroprocessor 101 includes an arithmetic con-
trol device such as a CPU or a MPU. The operation of the
control unit 40 is realized by the microprocessor 101. The
main storage device 102 is configured to include a memory
device such as a RAM. The external storage device 103 is
configured to include a storage device such as a ROM or a
hard disk drive. Information collected according to an
instruction from the microprocessor 101 is temporarily stored
in the main storage device 102 and the external storage device
103, for example. At least one of these storage devices corre-
sponds to an example of the storage module 46 illustrated in
FIG. 2. Moreover, at least one of these storage devices corre-
sponds to an example of the event condition storage module
45 illustrated in FIG. 2.

[0188] A computer program 103« is stored in advance in
the external storage device 103. The microprocessor 101
loads the computer program 1034 on the main storage device
102 to cause the nurse call system 10 to perform the charac-
teristic processes of this embodiment. The microprocessor
101 performs the processes to at least have the functions of the
analysis module 41, the determination module 42, the control
module 43, and the storage priority application module 47
illustrated in FIG. 2, for example.

[0189] The computer 100 has a console 104 as necessary.
The console 104 is used by a healthcare provider, for
example. This console includes a display module 105 and an
operating module 106. The display module 105 is configured
to include an arbitrary display device such as a liquid crystal
(LCD) display, an organic EL, (OLED) display, an electronic
paper, or a CRT display. This display module 105 has the
fanction of the display module 44 illustrated in FIG. 2, for
example. Moreover, the operating module 106 is configured
to include an arbitrary operating device or input device such
as a keyboard, a mouse, a trackball, a joystick, or a console
panel. Moreover, the display module 105 may include the
operating module 106, and a touch panel display is an
example thereof. The touch panel display is operated with the
fingers of a healthcare provider, a touch pen, or the like. The
operating module 106 has the function of the operating mod-
ule 21 illustrated in F1G. 2, for example.

[0190] The communication interface (I/F) 108 is config-
ured to include a network adapter (NIC) such as a LAN card
and an arbitrary communication device such as a modem for
connecting to the Internet.

[0191] A nurse call extension module 210, a nurse call base
module 220, an imaging device 500, and an external network
N1 are connected to the computer 100 via the communication
interface 108. A communication interface (not illustrated) is
also provided in these connected devices and has the same
configuration as the communication interface 108, for
example.

[0192] The imaging device 500 may be an arbitrary device
as long as it has the function of the imaging unit 50 described
above. The imaging device described above can be appropri-
ately selected and used as the imaging device 500, for
example. The detection video information generated by the
imaging device 500 is transmitted to the main storage device
102, for example, viathe communication interface 108, and is
processed by the microprocessor 101. The imaging device
500 continuously generates the detection video information
and sequentially transmits the same to the main storage
device 102, for example. The microprocessor 101 sequen-
tially processes the detection video information based on the
above-described algorithm to make determination on the
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occurrence of a predetermined event on a real-time basis.
Moreover, the detection video information is further trans-
mitted to the external storage device 103 and the detection
video information is continuously recorded on the external
storage device 103.

[0193] Theimaging device 500 is one form of the detection
device and the detection device is not limited to this form. For
example, the imaging device 500 may be configured by a
moving object detection sensor so as to generate detection
information. The detection information is processed by the
computer 100 and the occurrence of a predetermined event is
detected in a similar manner. The details of this form will be
described in a third embodiment.

[0194] A communication interface (not illustrated) is pro-
vided in the nurse call extension module 210 and the nurse
call base module 220. These communication interfaces are
connected to the communication interface 108. Due to this,
the computer 100 can receive (input) the signals from the
nurse call extension module 210 via the communication inter-
face 108 and transmit (output) a control signal to the nurse
call base module 220.

[0195] The computer 100 is connected to the external net-
work N1 by the communication interface 108. A file server (a
NIS server, a FTP server, or the like), a picture server (a PACS
server or the like), a mail server (a POPS server, a SMTP
server, or the like), a WEB server (a HT TP server or the like),
and the like are connected to the external network N1 so as to
be able to transmit and receive (output and input) information.
The computer 100 can output and input information to and
from an external device by being connected to these servers as
necessary.

[0196] [Use Form of Nurse Call System 10]

[0197] Next, a use form of the nurse call system 10 accord-
ing to this embodiment will be described. FIG. 8 is a flowchart
illustrating an example of a use form of the nurse call system
10. In description of the use form, the configuration illus-
trated in FIG. 2 is appropriately used.

[0198] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the imaging unit 50 starts
imaging a predetermined range (step S001). The imaging
starts when a patient is hospitalized and comes to a sickbed
first. However, the imaging unit 50 may perform imaging
regardless of whether patients are correlated with individual
sickbeds. This imaging is performed continuously so that the
detection video information is generated continuously, and
the detection video information is output to the control unit 40
whenever it is generated.

[0199] Subsequently, the control unit 40 acquires the detec-
tion video information generated by the imaging unit 50 (step
S002).

[0200] The determination module 42 temporarily stores all
of the acquired detection video information in the storage
module 46 (step S003). The determination module 42 also
outputs the acquired detection video information to the analy-
sis module 41. The analysis module 41 analyzes the acquired
detection video information and outputs the analysis result to
the determination module 42. This analysis is performed
using the above-described algorithm or the like, whereby the
movement information of the patient (subject) is generated.
The determination module 42 performs the above-described
matching process or the like on the analysis result received
from the analysis module 41 to make determination on the
occurrence of the predetermined event (step S004). In this
way, it is determined whether the movement information of
the patient included in the detection video information
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matches the event movement information. In this determina-
tion, an event threshold is set as necessary according to the
importance of the event.

[0201] When the determination module 42 determines that
the predetermined event has occurred (step S005: YES), the
control module 43 outputs a notification to the notification
module 22 (step S006). In this case, the “notification” means
outputting a notification module activation signal to the noti-
fication module 22. In parallel with this process, event detec-
tion video information which is the detection video informa-
tion before and after the occurrence of the predetermined
eventis preferentially stored and this process ends (step S005:
YES, step S007). Here, “preferential storage” means storing
the event detection video information in the storage unit 60
with a storage priority value applied thereto.

[0202] When the determination module 42 determines that
the predetermined event has not occurred (step S005: NO),
the detection video information stored in the storage module
46 is removed (step S008) and the process ends.

[0203] The process illustrated in the drawing ends in rela-
tion to a video of a predetermined period generated by the
imaging unit 50. That is, after a series of processes ends in
relation to the video ofthe predetermined period, when detec-
tion video information is further generated by the imaging
unit 50, the processes of steps S002 to S008 resume.

[0204] [Effects of Nurse Call System 10]

[0205] According to the nurse call system. 10 of this
embodiment, when it is determined that a predetermined
event has occurred, event detection video information is
stored and protected in the storage unit 60. In this way, the
event detection video information that is to be used as a
history can be automatically stored in the storage unit 60
based on the determination on the occurrence of the prede-
termined event. As a result, a tumbling accident of a patient in
a hospital causes a dispute later, it is possible to understand
the situation before and after the occurrence of the tumbling
accident from the stored event detection video information,
which can be helpful to correct judgment. Moreover, the
movement information of the patient included in the event
detection video information can be used as a guideline for
treatment after the occurrence of the event. Further, even
when the storage unit 60 has a function of automatically
removing the information stored in the storage unit 60, since
the event detection video information is protected based on
the storage priority value, it is possible to prevent important
event detection video information from being removed auto-
matically. In this way, the event detection video information
which is to be used later after being stored in the storage unit
60 can be stored for a long period.

Second Embodiment

Nurse Call System 10

[0206] A configuration of a nurse call system according to
this embodiment will be described with reference to the draw-
ings. This description will be given in the following order:
Functional configuration of nurse call system; Overall con-
figuration of nurse call system; and Hardware configuration
for realizing functional configuration.

[0207] [Functional Configuration of Nurse Call System.
10]
[0208] FIGS. 9 and 10 are functional block diagrams illus-

trating an example of a nurse call system according to this
embodiment. FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a detailed
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configuration of a nurse call system 10illustrated in F1IG. 9. In
the drawings, broken-line arrows indicate wireless connec-
tions and the same is true herein below.

[0209] As illustrated in FIG. 9, the nurse call system 10 is
configured to be able to output and input (transmit and
receive) information to and from a mobile communication
terminal 70 due to a wireless communication unit 30 included
in the control unit 40. Besides this, the nurse call system 10
has the same configuration as the nurse call system of the first
embodiment.

[0210]

[0211] As illustrated in FIG. 10, the wireless communica-
tion unit30 is provided so as to be able to transmit and receive
information to and from the control module 43. The wireless
communication unit 30 communicates with the mobile com-
munication terminal 70 by being controlled by the control
module 43. The wireless communication unit 30 may be an
arbitrary element as long as it has a wireless communication
function. The communication form illustrated as an example
of the wireless communication can be appropriately used for
the wireless communication unit 30.

[0212] <Control Module 43>

[0213] When a notification module activation signal is out-
put to the notification module 22, the control module 43
transmits (outputs) information indicating the output of the
notification module activation signal to the mobile commu-
nication terminal 70 via the wireless communication unit 30.
The information indicating the output of the notification mod-
ule activation signal may include information indicating the
type of the output notification module activation signal.
Examples of the type of the notification module activation
signal include a signal based on an operation of the operating
module 21 and a signal based on the determination of the
occurrence of the predetermined event. Moreover, the infor-
mation indicating the output of the notification module acti-
vation signal may include patient information specified from
the notification module activation signal based on the corre-
lation information illustrated in FIG. 6.

[0214] <Operating Module 21>

[0215] A voice communication module 21A is provided in
the operating module 21. The voice communication module
21A is configured to output and input audio information to
and from the mobile communication terminal 70 via the con-
trol module 43 and the wireless communication unit 30. The
voice communication module 21 A includes at least a unit for
collecting sound and a unit for outputting sound, for example.
A specific example thereof is a combination of a microphone
and a speaker.

[0216]

[0217] The mobile communication terminal 70 is config-
ured to be able to transmit and receive information by being
connected to the nurse call system 10 via wireless communi-
cation. The mobile communication terminal 70 includes a
voice communication module 70A, a display module 70B,
and an operating module 70C. The mobile communication
terminal 70 can receive event occurrence information, event
detection video information, detection video information,
and the like, for example, from the control unit 40 and can
display characters and videos on the display module 70B
based on these items of information.

[0218] Those described as examples of the mobile commu-
nication terminal can be appropriately selected as the mobile
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communication terminal 70, and a mobile phone, a smart-
phone, or the like capable of displaying videos and making
telephone calls is preferred.

[0219] <<Voice Communication Module 70A>>

[0220] The voice communication module 70A is config-
ured to be able to output and input audio information to and
from the voice communication module 21A. The voice com-
munication module 70A is configured similarly to the voice
communication module 21A, for example.

[0221] <<Display Module 70B>>

[0222] The display module 70B is configured to be able to
display various items of information output from the control
unit 40. Moreover, a live video of a patient being imaged by
the imaging unit 50 may be displayed on the display module
70B. Moreover, the voice communication module 70A and
the display module 70B are configured to be used simulta-
neously. Due to this, a healthcare provider (for example, a
nurse) who is a terminal operator can make a telephone call
while viewing the live video of a patient displayed on the
display module 70B when making a telephone call with the
patient using the voice communication module 70A. As a
result, the healthcare provider can check the patient’s state via
visual and auditory senses at a place remote from the patient.
The display module 70B corresponds to a “second display
module” of the present invention.

[0223] <<Operating Module 70C>>

[0224] The operating module 70C causes a control module
(not illustrated) included in the mobile communication ter-
minal 70 to perform control based on an input operation. The
operation is input when a healthcare provider selects a spe-
cific process from a list of processes displayed on the display
module 70B and the control is executed by the selecting.
[0225] As an example, when event occurrence information
is transmitted from the control unit 40 to the mobile commu-
nication terminal 70, information for prompting selection ofa
process is displayed on the display module 70B of the mobile
communication terminal 70. The selected process may be a
process for making a telephone call with a patient to which it
is determined that the predetermined event has occurred
while viewing the live video and a process for checking the
event detection video, for example.

[0226] [Overall Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0227] Next, an overall configuration of the nurse call sys-
tem 10 according to this embodiment will be described. FIG.
11 is a block diagram illustrating an example of an overall
configuration of the nurse call system 10 according to this
embodiment.

[0228] Asillustrated in FIG. 11, a plurality of mobile com-
munication terminals 70a to 704 are connected to the control
unit 40 so as to be able to transmit and receive information.
The other constituent elements are the same as those of the
first embodiment. The mobile communication terminals 70a
to 70d, the imaging unit 50a to 504, and the operating mod-
ules 21a to 21d are correlated with each other in a marner
similarly to the above. As a result, the configuration corre-
sponding to the imaging unit 50« is the same as the configu-
ration illustrated in FIG. 9, for example.

[0229] Correlation information among the sickbed number,
the imaging unit 50, the operating module 21, and the mobile
communication terminal 70 is stored in advance in the storage
unit 60 or the like, for example. The correlation information is
represented by the correlation of the identifiers (UIDs)
applied thereto.
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[0230] FIG. 12 is a table illustrating an example of the
imaging unit 50, the operating module 21, and the mobile
communication terminal 70 corresponding to the sickbed
number. As illustrated in FIG. 12, the correlation table illus-
trates the correlation among the sickbed number, the imaging
unit UID, the operating module UID, and a mobile commu-
nication terminal UID (hereinafter sometimes referred to
simply as a “mobile communication terminal UID”) applied
to each mobile communication terminal 70.

[0231] The control unit 40 specifies the mobile communi-
cation terminal 70 that transmits “event occurrence informa-
tion” based on the correlation and transmits “event occur-
rence information,” “event detection video information,” and
the like to the specified mobile communication terminal 70.
The specified mobile communication terminal 70 displays a
video based on the “event detection video information” on the
display module 70B, for example, in response to these items
of information.

[0232] Anexample in which the control unit 40 outputs the
event occurrence information to the specific mobile commu-
nication terminal 70 will be described using the table illus-
trated in F1G. 12.

[0233] First, as afirstexample, a case in which the detection
video information is generated by the imaging unit 50a will
be described. In this case, the imaging unit UID “50” is
associated with the detection video information. Upon receiv-
ing the detection video information, the control unit 40 speci-
fies the sickbed number “1” the mobile communication ter-
minal UID “110” corresponding to the detection video
information based on the associated imaging unit UID “50”
and the correlation information. When it is determined that
the predetermined event has occurred, the control unit 40
outputs event detection video information or the like to the
mobile communication terminal 70a corresponding to the
mobile communication terminal UID “110” in association
with the information of sickbed number “1.”

[0234] As a second example, a case in which a notification
module activation signal is output from the operating module
21awill be described. In this case, the operating module UID
“70” 1s associated with the signal. Upon receiving the signal,
the control unit 40 specifies the sickbed number “1,” the
imaging unit UID “50,” and the mobile communication ter-
minal UID “110” corresponding to the signal based on the
operating module UID “70” and the correlation information.
Upon receiving the signal, the control unit 40 generates an
event detection video from the detection video information
generated by the imaging unit 50a corresponding to the imag-
ing unit UID *“50” Further, the control unit 40 outputs the
event detection video information to the mobile communica-
tion terminal 70 in association with the information of sick-
bed number “1.”” The mobile communication terminal 70a
displays the event detection video on the display module 70B
together with the character of sickbed number “1” in response
to the information.

[0235] The nurse call system 10 of this embodiment can
cause the mobile communication terminal 70 to output a
notification via the control unit 40. Thus, the notification
module 22 may be omitted from the configuration of the nurse
call system 10.

[0236]
[0237] Next, a hardware configuration of the nurse call

system 10 (mainly a computer 100) for realizing the above-
described functions will be described with reference to FIG.

[Hardware Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
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13. FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
hardware configuration of the nurse call system 10 according
to this embodiment.

[0238] In the hardware configuration of the nurse call sys-
tem 10 of this embodiment, a plurality of mobile communi-
cation terminals are connected via a wireless communication
interface (I/F) 111 so as to be able to communicate with each
other. Besides this, the nurse call system 10 has the same
configuration as the nurse call system 10 of the first embodi-
ment.

[0239] The wireless communication interface 111 is an
interface that connects at least the computer 100 and the
mobile communication terminal 700. As illustrated in FIG.
13, the wireless communication interface 111 may be pro-
vided independently from the communication interface 108,
for example. Moreover, the communication interface 108
may be a constituent element that also serves as the wireless
communication interface 111. The wireless communication
interface 111 realizes the function of the wireless communi-
cation unit 30 illustrated in FIG. 9, for example.

[0240] The mobile communication terminal 700 includes a
voice communication device (not illustrated) having the func-
tion of the voice communication module 70A, a display
device (not illustrated) having the function of the display
module 708, and an operating device (not illustrated) having
the function of the operating module 70C.

[0241] The wireless communication form may be an ad-
hoc mode in which terminals and devices communicate in
parallel, for example, and an infrastructure mode in which the
computer 100 is used as a base module and terminals and
devices are used as extension modules, for example.
Examples of the wireless communication interface (I/F) 111
include a wireless LAN compliant with IEEE 802.11 series
and IEEE 802.15 series.

[0242] The configuration of the nurse call base module 220
corresponding to the notification module 22 may be omitted
from the hardware configuration.

[0243] [Use Form of Nurse Call System 10]

[0244] Next, a use form of the nurse call system 10 accord-
ing to this embodiment will be described. FIG. 14 is a flow-
chart illustrating an example of a use form of the nurse call
system 10. In description of the use form, the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 8 and the functional block illustrated in FIG. 10
are appropriately used.

[0245] Asillustrated in FIG. 14, this flowchart illustrate the
processes that the control unit 40 outputs a notification to the
mobile communication terminal 70 only when it is deter-
mined that the predetermined event has occurred among the
processes illustrated in FIG. 8.

[0246] The processes of steps S011 to S015 are performed
similarly to the processes of steps S001 to S005 of the flow-
chart illustrated in FIG. 8 (steps S011 to S015).

[0247] When the determination module 42 determines that
the predetermined event has occurred (step S015: YES), the
control module 43 outputs a notification to the mobile com-
munication terminal 70 (step S016). In this case, the “notifi-
cation” means outputting event occurrence information to the
mobile communication terminal 70 via the wireless commu-
nication interface 111. The mobile communication terminal
70 notifies the external device of the occurrence of the pre-
determined event in response to the notification. This notifi-
cation may be realized in an arbitrary form as long as it can be
sensed by the five senses of a person and may be realized via
sound, characters, videos, vibration, and the like, for
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example. In parallel with this process, the control module 43
preferentially stores the “event detection video information”
which is the detection video information of a period before
and after the occurrence of the predetermined event in the
storage unit 60 or the like (step S015: YES, step S020).
[0248] A terminal operator selects a subsequent process in
response to the notification. This selection is performed by
the terminal operator using the operating module 70C. When
“Check the current state of a patient” is selected as the sub-
sequent process (step S017: YES), the control unit 40 displays
avideo including the patient, generated by the corresponding
imaging unit 50 on the display module 70B on a real-time
basis. Further, the terminal operator makes a telephone call
with the patient using the voice communication module 70A
as necessary (step S018) and the flow proceeds to step S019.
On the other hand, when the terminal operator does not select
to check the current state of the patient (step S017: NO), the
flow proceeds to step S019.

[0249] In step S019, it is determined whether “Check the
state before and after the occurrence of the event” is selected
as the subsequent process. In this case, the “state before and
after occurrence of the event” is the video information before
and after the occurrence of the event.

[0250] When the terminal operator selects to check the state
before and after occurrence of the event (step S019: YES), the
“event detection video information” stored in the storage unit
60 or the like is acquired in step S020, the “event detection
video” based on the event detection video information is
displayed on the display module 70B, and this process ends
(step S021). Moreover, steps S017 to S018 may be replaced
with step S019 as necessary.

[0251] On the other hand, when the determination module
42 determines that the predetermined event has not occurred
(step S015: NO), the detection video information stored in the
storage module 46 is removed and the process ends (step
S022).

[0252] The process may be performed by substituting the
mobile communication terminal 70 with the control unit 40.
For example, an operating module (not illustrated) may be
provided in the control unit 40, the process may be selected in
the above-described manner, and the patient’s state may be
displayed on the display module 44. Moreover, a voice com-
munication module (not illustrated) may be provided in the
control unit 40, and the operator may make a telephone call
with a patient while displaying a patient’s state on the display
module 44.

[0253] In the nurse call system 10 of this embodiment, the
event occurrence information may be output to the notifica-
tion module 22 and the mobile communication terminal 70. In
this case, the process when YES is obtained in step S015 of
the process illustrated in FIG. 14 is performed in parallel with
the process (step S006) of outputting a notification to the
notification module 22 illustrated in FIG. 8, for example.
[0254] The other features of the use form of the nurse call
system 10 according to this embodiment are the same as those
of the use form of the nurse call system 10 according to the
first embodiment.

EXAMPLE

[0255] FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating a use form of a
nurse call system according to Example of the nurse call
system 10 of this embodiment. This nurse call system 10 is
configured using hardware components corresponding to the
respective functions. Examples of the hardware components
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include the configuration illustrated in FIG. 13. The flow of
operations according to Example will be described appropri-
ately with reference to FI1G. 13.

[0256] First, video data imaged by the imaging device 500
is transmitted to the computer 100 (step S040).

[0257] Subsequently, the computer 100 analyzes the
acquired video, and when it is determined that a predeter-
mined event has occurred, notifies the mobile communication
terminal 700 of the occurrence ofthe event (step S041). In this
case, the “notification” means outputting the event occur-
rence information to the mobile communication terminal 70
via the wireless communication interface 111.

[0258] Subsequently. the mobile communication terminal
700 displays information indicating that the notification
(event occurrence information) has beenreceived on a display
screen. This information is displayed as a popup icon (step
S042).

[0259] Subsequently. the terminal operator who operates
the mobile communication terminal 700 selects a “view-
video button” included in the information indicating the
reception of the event occurrence information by clicking or
tapping (step S043: YES), and a live video of the patient,
imaged by the imaging device 500 is displayed on the display
screen and the process ends (step S046).

[0260] When the terminal operator selects a “view-state
button” included in the information (step S044) rather than
selecting the “view-video button” (step S043: NO), a type
corresponding to the event is displayed on the display screen
(step S045). Further, the live video of the patient, imaged by
the imaging device 500 is displayed on the display screen
(step S046), and the process ends.

[0261] [Effects of Nurse Call System 10]

[0262] Thenurse call system 10 of this embodiment has the
same configuration as the first embodiment except that the
nurse call system 10 includes the mobile communication
terminal 70 as a notification unit. Thus, the same effects as the
first embodiment are obtained. Further, a healthcare provider
who uses the nurse call system 10 of this embodiment can be
informed of an abrupt change in the condition of the patient
through the mobile communication terminal 70 at a place
remote from the patient, for example. Moreover, when the
mobile communication terminal 70 is configured to be able to
display the detection video of the patient and to make a
telephone call with the patient, the healthcare provider can
understand the patient’s state visually and through the tele-
phone call at a remote place.

Third Embodiment

Nurse Call System 10

[0263] A configuration of a nurse call system according to
this embodiment will be described with reference to the draw-
ings. The description will be given in the following order:
Functional configuration of nurse call system; Overall con-
figuration of nurse call system; and Hardware configuration
for realizing functional configuration.

[0264] [Functional Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0265] FIGS.16 and 17 are functional block diagrams illus-
trating an example of a nurse call system according to this
embodiment. FIG. 17 illustrates an example of a detailed
configuration of a nurse call system 10 illustrated in FIG. 16.
[0266] As illustrated in FIGS. 16 and 17, the nurse call
system 10 includes a microwave Doppler sensor 80 as a
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detection unit. The other constituent elements have the same
configurations as those of the nurse call system of the second
embodiment.

[0267]

[0268] The microwave Doppler sensor 80 continuously
generates body motion data (a respiratory state or a daily
rhythm) of a patient who is a subject. The microwave Doppler
sensor 80 includes a transmitter antenna (fransmitting mod-
ule), a receiver antenna (receiving module), and a phase
detector which are not illustrated.

[0269] Thetransmitter antenna is connected to an oscillator
having a certain frequency to transmit radio waves to the
subject. The receiver antenna receives radio waves (reflected
waves) reflected from the subject to output the reflected
waves to the phase detector. The phase detector combines a
signal indicating the transmitted radio waves and a signal
indicating the received radio waves. As signal output from the
phase detector as the result of the signal combination has a
highest intensity when the transmitted radio waves have the
same phase as the received radio waves and has a lowest
intensity when the two types of radio waves have the opposite
phases. Thus, when the subject is moving, an interference
fringe appears in the signal output from the phase detector
(this is the Doppler shift effect). In this way, the microwave
Doppler sensor 80 can detect a body motion by using the
Doppler shift effect. Examples of the body motion of the
patient, detected by the microwave Doppler sensor 80 include
a respiratory state, a heart beat state, and the like.

[0270] The microwave Doppler sensor 80 detects the body
motion by receiving radio waves reflected from the body
surface (a portion including the chest, for example) of a
patient. The radio waves used for detecting the body motion
can pass through clothes, a blanket, and the like. Thus, the
body motion can be detected without a large influence of the
movement of clothes, a blanket, or the like, and falling of an
object such as a blanket or clothes other than the patient is
rarely detected as a body motion. Thus, it is possible to
selectively detect the body motion of the patient.

[0271] <<Control Unit 40>>

[0272] Although the control unit 40 has the same overall
configuration as that of the first to second embodiment, the
analysis module 41 that specifies the detection information
may be omitted as necessary. This is because the body motion
information is generated by the microwave Doppler sensor
80. Moreover, the control unit 40 includes the determination
module 42. The determination module 42 detects a predeter-
mined event from the body motion information generated by
the microwave Doppler sensor 80.

[0273] <Determination Module 42>

[0274] The determination module 42 detects the predeter-
mined event based on known frequency analysis such as FFT
analysis or wavelet analysis. This analysis is performed in
such a way that a body motion frequency related to the res-
piration is specified from features of the signal frequency and
the respiratory state is estimated from the body motion fre-
quency, for example. The determination module 42 deter-
mines whether the body motion frequency is within a certain
frequency range, for example. When a body motion fre-
quency that is out of the certain frequency range is detected,
the determination module 42 determines that a predetermined
event has occurred. A specific example of the body motion
frequency which results in such a determination includes a
body motion frequency in an apnea condition, whichis a very
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low frequency and a body motion frequency in a hyperpnea,
which is a very high frequency.

[0275] When a very large signal variation is detected in the
analysis, the determination module 42 determines that a
movement (tossing or the like), a body motion, or the like
other than the respiration has occurred to the subject. A large
signal variation is detected by setting a threshold to a time-
derivative of signals, for example.

[0276] Although the determination of the determination
module 42 has been described by way of an example of a
specific movement, the determination module 42 may deter-
mine the occurrence of the predetermined event by matching
the body motion information with the body motion informa-
tion of the patient, received from the microwave Doppler
sensor 80.

[0277] <Control Module>

[0278] When the occurrence of the predetermined event is
detected, the control module 43 preferentially stores the
“event detection body motion information” which is the body
motion information before and after the occurrence of the
predetermined event in the storage unit 60 or the like. The
“event detection body motion information” is the body
motion information including the body motion indicating the
occurrence of the predetermined event. The body motion
information including the body motion indicating the occur-
rence of the predetermined event is the body motion informa-
tion generated by the microwave Doppler sensor 80 in a
predetermined period including the event occurrence time.
The starting point of the predetermined period is the time
occurring a first predetermined period earlier than the event
occurrence time and the ending point thereof is the time
occurring a second predetermined period after the event
occurrence time. Moreover, the body motion information ofa
predetermined period may be generated in the above-de-
scribed manner using the time at which the operation of the
operating module 21 is input to the control module 43 as the
event occurrence time, for example.

[0279] The nurse call system 10 may include a plurality of
detection unit. In this case, the imaging unit 50 and the micro-
wave Doppler sensor 80 are used as the plurality of detection
unit, for example. The imaging unit 50 and the microwave
Doppler sensor 80 monitor the corresponding patient and
generate the movement information thereof. The movement
information of the patient, generated by the plurality of detec-
tion unit is analyzed by the control unit 40, whereby the
occurrence of the predetermined event is determined. By
detecting the movement information using a plurality of
detection unit, it is possible to improve the determination
accuracy of the occurrence of the predetermined event.
[0280] When the imaging unit 50 and the microwave Dop-
pler sensor 80 are used as the plurality of detection unit, the
control unit 40 generates the movement information of the
patient using any one of the plurality of detection unit. In this
case, the occurrence of the predetermined event is determined
based on the detection information detected by the micro-
wave Doppler sensor 80, for example. The detection video
information generated by the imaging unit 50 is used for
displaying the event detection video when it is determined
that the predetermined event has occurred. In this case, since
the control unit 40 does not perform image analysis, the load
of a computer or the like used as the control unit 40 can be
reduced.

[0281] An event occurrence time may be used as a trigger
for the analysis of the detection video information of the
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control unit 40 based on detection information detected by
another detection unit. When it is determined that the occut-
rence of the predetermined event has occurred, a moving
image including the occurrence time thereof is acquired from
the storage unit 60, and the moving image is analyzed by the
control unit 40, whereby the occurrence of the predetermined
event is verified. By doing so, since the control unit 40 does
not regularly perform the image analysis, the load of the
computer or the like used as the control unit 40 can be
reduced.

[0282] The nurse call system 10 of this embodiment can
output a notification to the mobile communication terminal
70 via the control unit 40. Thus, the notification module 22
may be omitted from the configuration of the nurse call sys-
tem 10.

[0283] [Overall Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0284] Next, an overall configuration of the nurse call sys-
tem 10 according to this embodiment will be described. FIG.
18 is a block diagram illustrating an example of an overall
configuration of the nurse call system 10 according to this
embodiment.

[0285] As illustrated in FIG. 18, a plurality of microwave
Doppler sensors 80 as the detection unit is connected to the
control unit 40. A microwave Doppler sensor 80a is corre-
lated with the operating module 214 and the mobile commu-
nication terminal 70a and is connected to the control unit 40
so as to be able to output and input information. In this way,
the microwave Doppler sensor 80a is configured similarly to
the nurse call system 10 illustrated in FIG. 16. The same is
true for the microwave Doppler sensors 805 to 80d.

[0286] FIG. 19 is a table illustrating an example of the
microwave Doppler sensor 80, the operating module 21, and
the mobile communication terminal 70 corresponding to the
sickbed number.

[0287] Asillustrated in FIG. 19, this correlation table illus-
trates a correlation among the sickbed number, a UID (here-
inafter sometimes referred to simply as a “microwave Dop-
pler sensor UID”) applied to each microwave Doppler sensor
80, the operating module UID, and the mobile communica-
tion terminal UID. The information correlated with the sick-
bed number is not limited to these items of information, but
those illustrated in the tables of FIGS. 6 and 12 may be
appropriately correlated with the sickbed number, for
example.

[0288] When the predetermined event is determined from
the predetermined body motion information, the control unit
40 can transmit the event occurrence information and the like
to the corresponding mobile communication terminal 70
from the correlation between the microwave Doppler sensor
80 and the mobile communication terminal 70. Further, the
control unit 40 can output a notification to the external device
by controlling the mobile communication terminal 70.
[0289] [Hardware Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0290] Next, a hardware configuration of the nurse call
system 10 (mainly a computer 100) for realizing the above-
described functions will be described with reference to FIG.
20. FIG. 20 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
hardware configuration of the nurse call system 10 according
to this embodiment.

[0291] Thehardware configuration of the nurse call system
10 of this embodiment includes a plurality of microwave
Doppler sensors 800 instead of the plurality of imaging
devices 500 as the detection unit. The other constituent ele-
ments have the same configuration as those of the nurse call

Aug. 11, 2016

system 10 of the second embodiment but may have the same
configuration as those of the nurse call system 10 of the first
embodiment.

[0292] The configuration ofthe nurse call base module 220
corresponding to the notification module 22 may be omitted
from the hardware configuration.

[0293] [Use Form of Nurse Call System 10]

[0294] Next, a use form of the nurse call system 10 accord-
ing to this embodiment will be described. FIG. 21 is a flow-
chart illustrating an example of a use form of the nurse call
system 10. In description of the use form, the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 16 and the functional block illustrated in FIG.
16 are appropriately used.

[0295] As illustrated in FIG. 21, in this flowchart, the
microwave Doppler sensor 80 is used the detection unitin the
process illustrated in FIG. 14. Specifically, the control unit 40
makes a determination on the occurrence of the predeter-
mined event based on the body motion information generated
by the microwave Doppler sensor 80. Hereinafter, the respec-
tive steps will be described in detail.

[0296] The microwave Doppler sensor 80 emits micro-
waves to a patient to start detecting the body motion. With the
body motion detection, the body motion information of the
patient is continuously generated and the body motion infor-
mation is output to the control unit 40 whenever it is generated
(step S061).

[0297] Subsequently. the control unit 40 acquires the body
motion information of the patient output from the microwave
Doppler sensor 80 (step S062).

[0298] All the acquired body motion information is tempo-
rarily stored in the storage module 46 (step S063). In parallel
with this, the analysis module 41 analyzes the acquired body
motion information as necessary and the determination mod-
ule 42 determines whether the predetermined event has
occurred. With this process, the body motion information ofa
subject is acquired. The subject is a patient corresponding to
the sickbed (step S064). When an event threshold correspond-
ing to the importance of the event is set in the above-described
manner, the determination of the predetermined event is
executed according to the event threshold.

[0299] When the determination module 42 determines that
the predetermined event has occurred (step S065: YES), the
control module 43 outputs a notification to the mobile com-
munication terminal 70 (step S066). In this case, the “notifi-
cation” means outputting the event occurrence information to
the mobile communication terminal 70 via the wireless com-
munication interface 111. The mobile communication termi-
nal 70 informs the external device of the occurrence of the
predetermined eventin response to the notification. This noti-
fication may be realized in an arbitrary form as long as it can
be sensed by the five senses of a person and may be realized
via sound, characters, videos, vibration, and the like, for
example. In parallel with this process, the control module 43
preferentially stores the “event detection body motion infor-
mation” which is the body motion information of a period
before and after the occurrence of the predetermined event in
the storage unit 60 or the like (step S065: YES, step S070).
[0300] A terminal operator selects a subsequent process in
response to the notification. This selection is performed by
the terminal operator using the operating module 70C. When
“Check the current state of a patient” is selected as the sub-
sequent process (step S067: YES), the terminal operator dis-
plays the body motion information generated by the corre-
sponding imaging unit 50 on the display module 70B on a
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real-time basis (step S068), and the flow proceeds to step
S069. On the other hand, when the terminal operator does not
select to “check the current state of the patient” (step S067:
NO), the flow proceeds to step S069.

[0301] 1In step S069, it is determined whether “Check the
state before and after the occurrence of the event” is selected
as the subsequent process. In this case, the “state before and
after occurrence of the event” is the body motion information
before and after the occurrence of the event.

[0302] When “Check the state before and after occurrence
of the event” is selected (step S069: YES), the “event detec-
tion body motion information” stored in the storage unit 60 or
the like is acquired in step S070, the “event detection body
motion information” is displayed on the display module 70B,
and this process ends (step S071). Moreover, steps S067 to
S068 may be replaced with step S069 as necessary.

[0303] When the determination module 42 determines that
the predetermined event has not occurred (step S065: NO),
the body motion information stored in the storage module 46
is removed and the process ends (step S072).

[0304] [Effects of Nurse Call System 10]

[0305] According to the nurse call system. 10 of this
embodiment, the microwave Doppler sensor 80 is provided
instead of the imaging unit 50 as the detection unit in the nurse
call system of the first or second embodiment. Thus, the same
effects as the first and second embodiments are obtained, and
a minute body motion such as a respiratory state which is
difficult to detect using the imaging unit 50 can be detected.

Fourth Embodiment

Nurse Call System 10

[0306] A configuration of a nurse call system according to
this embodiment will be described with reference to the draw-
ings. The description will be given in the following order:
Functional configuration of nurse call system; Overall con-
figuration of nurse call system; and Hardware configuration
for realizing functional configuration.

[0307] [Functional Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0308] FIGS. 22 and 23 are functional block diagrams illus-
trating an example of a nurse call system according to this
embodiment. FIG. 23 illustrates an example of a detailed
configuration of a nurse call system 10 illustrated in FIG. 22.
[0309] As illustrated in FIG. 22, the nurse call system 10 of
this embodiment includes a notification unit 250 in which the
control unit 40 is replaced with a relay unit 90 in the notifi-
cation unit 20 of the nurse call system 10 of the first embodi-
ment. This “replacement” may involve physical replacement
and may involve functional replacement by adding the func-
tion of the relay unit 90 and disabling the control unit 40. The
control unit 450 is connected to the relay unit 90 provided
independently from the notification unit 250 so as to be able
to output and input information. Although the control unit 450
may be configured similarly to the control unit 40, the control
unit 450 may not include the storage module 46 and the
storage priority application module 47 of the control unit 40.
The nurse call system 10 of this embodiment may not include
the storage unit 60.

[0310] (Notification unit 250)

[0311] The notification unit 250 is a nurse call device that
outputs a notification to a headquarter such as a nurse’s sta-
tion when a patient who is an operator inputs a predetermined
operation. The notification unit 250 includes the operating
module 21, the notification module 22, and the relay unit 90.
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The operating module 21 and the notification module 22 are
provided so that a signal can be output from at least the
operating module 21 to the notification module 22 via the
relay unit 90.

[0312] For example, when the notification module activa-
tion signal is transmitted (output) from the operating module
21 to the notification module 22, the signal is received (input)
in the notification module 22 via the relay unit 90 provided
therebetween. The notification module 22 operates in
response to the input of the signal and a notification is output
to the external device based on the signal. The notification
module activation signal is transmitted based on the operation
of the patient, for example. In this case, the notification mod-
ule activation signal corresponds to a “first signal.” Moreover,
the operating module 21 and the notification module 22 may
have the same configuration as those of the first embodiment.

[0313] The notification unit 250 can be configured by pro-
viding the relay unit 90 to the notification unit such as a
conventional existing nurse call device. FIG. 41 is a func-
tional block diagram illustrating a conventional nurse call
device 1000. The nurse call device 1000 is configured by
connecting a nurse call base module 1010 and a nurse call
extension module 1020. Here, the nurse call base module
1010 corresponds to the notification module 22 and the nurse
call extension module 1020 corresponds to the operating
module 21.

[0314] The relay unit 90 illustrated in FI1G. 22 is provided
between the nurse call extension module 1020 and the nurse
call base module 1010 of the conventional nurse call device
1000 whereby the notification unit 250 1s formed. Further, by
connecting the control unit 450 to the relay unit 90, the nurse
call system 10 of this embodiment can be formed. The con-
figuration of the control unit 450 can be appropriately
selected from the configurations of the control unit 40
described in the first to third embodiments.

[0315] Inthe first to third embodiments, the control unit 40
may be replaced with the relay unit 90 and the control unit 450
connected to the relay unit 90 may be further included. In this
way, the nurse call system 10 of this embodiment can be
formed. In this case, the imaging unit 50 is connected to the
control unit 450. The transmission and reception of signals
among the operating module 21, the notification module 22,
and the relay unit 90 may be realized via wireless communi-
cation or cable communication.

[0316] <<Relay Unit 90>>

[0317] The relay unit 90 outputs the signal received from
the operating module 21 to the notification module 22. More-
over, the control unit 450 is connected to the relay unit 90 so
as to be able to transmit and receive signals (information).
The relay unit 90 is connected to the control unit 450 so as to
be able to output and input information. The input and output
is realized by transmission and reception via communication,
for example. The imaging unit 50 is connected to the control
unit 450. The imaging unit 50 continuously generates infor-
mation including the movement information of the patient.

[0318] The relay unit 90 may have the function of a path
switching unit, may include the function of a signal conver-
sion unit, or may include the functions of both.

[0319] As illustrated in FIG. 23, the control unit 450
includes a display module 44 that displays at least a detection
video based on the detection video information received from
the imaging unit 50, a control module 43 that controls at least
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the display module 44 based on an input signal, and an event
condition storage module 45 that is connected to the determi-
nation module 42.

[0320] (Control Unit 450)

[0321] When the control unit 450 determines that the pre-
determined event has occurred based on the process of the
analysis module 41 and the determination module 42, a trans-
ceiver module 48 having received the determination result
transmits a notification module activation signal to the relay
unit 90. The notification module 22 having received the signal
is operated to output a notification to the external device. As
a result, a healthcare provider present in a nurse’s station, for
example, can understand that a certain abnormality has
occurred to the patient.

[0322] The control unit 450 includes at least the analysis
module 41, the determination module 42, and the transceiver
module 48, and further includes the control module 43 and the
display module 44. The analysis module 41, the determina-
tion module 42, the control module 43, and the display mod-
ule 44 can have the same configurations as those described in
the control unit 40.

[0323] <<Transceiver Module 48>>

[0324] The transceiver module 48 is connected to a trans-
ceivermodule (notillustrated) provided in the relay unit 90 so
as to be able to transmit and receive information. The trans-
ceiver module 48 transmits a predetermined signal (informa-
tion) to the transceiver module (not illustrated) provided in
the relay unit 90 by being controlled by the control module 43
based on the determination result received from the determi-
nation module 42. The relay unit 90 having received the
predetermined signal outputs anotification module activation
signal to the notification module 22. The predetermined sig-
nal corresponds to a “second signal” of the present invention.
The notification module 22 receives the notification module
activation signal and operates based on the notification mod-
ule activation signal whereby a notification is output to the
external device, In this case, the notification module activa-
tion signal corresponds to a “third signal” of the present
invention,

[0325] The transceiver module 48 may be an arbitrary ele-
ment as long as it has at least the configuration as a transmit-
ting module that can transmit signal to the relay unit 90. The
transmission form of the transceiver module 48 may be wire-
less communication or cable communication. The signal
transmitted to the relay unit 90 corresponds to the second
signal of the present invention. The signal transmitted to the
relay unit 90 may be appropriately selected from those
examples described as the second signal. The transceiver
module 48 corresponds to a “transceiving unit” of the present
invention.

[0326] FIGS. 24 and 25 are block diagrams illustrating an
example of a communication form between the control unit
450 and the relay unit 90. Although not illustrated in these
drawings, the control unit 450 has the same functional con-
figuration as that illustrated in F1G. 23, for example.

[0327] As illustrated in FIG. 24, the relay unit 90 is config-
ured to include a first communication unit 31, and the control
unit 450 is configured to include a second communication
unit 32. These communication unit are connected by a com-
munication line L2 so as to be able to transmit and receive
signals, whereby the transmission and reception of signals
between the control unit 450 and the relay unit 90 is enabled.
In FIG. 23, the transceiver module 48 corresponds to one
form of the second communication unit 32. Moreover, atrans-
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ceiver module (not illustrated) provided in the relay unit 90
corresponds to one form of the first comnunication unit 31.
The second communication unit 32 transmits and receives
signals by being controlled by the control module 43, for
example. The first communication unit 31 transmits and
receives signals by being controlled by a control module (not
illustrated) provided in the relay unit 90. The first communi-
cation unit 31 may transmit and receive signals by being
controlled by the control module 43 via the second commu-
nication unit 32. In this way, the first communication unit 31
and the second communication unit 32 are configured so as to
be able to communicate bidirectionally.

[0328] Asillustrated in FIG. 25, the imaging unit 50 may be
configured to include the second communication unit 32. The
second communication unit 32 and the first communication
unit 31 included in the relay unit 90 are connected by the
communication line L2 so as to be able to transmit and receive
signals. Moreover, the second communication unit 32 and the
transceiver module 48 included in the control unit 450 are
connected by the communication line L1 so as to be able to
transmit and receive signals. In this way, transmission and
reception of signals between the control unit 450 and the relay
unit 90 is enabled via the communication line L1 and the
imaging unit 50. Here, the transmission and reception via the
communication line L.2 may be wireless communication or
cable communication.

[0329]

[0330] Next, an overall configuration of the nurse call sys-
tem 10 of the present invention according to this embodiment
will be described. FI1G. 26 is a block diagram illustrating an
example of an overall configuration of the nurse call system
10 according to this embodiment.

[0331] Asillustrated in FIG. 26, a plurality of imaging unit
50 and the plurality of relay unit 90a to 904 are connected to
the control unit 450 so as to be able to communicate with each
other. The communication line L1 connects the plurality of
imaging unit 50a to 504 and one control unit 450. Moreover,
the communication line [.2 connects the plurality of relay unit
90a to 904 and one control unit 450. Moreover, the plurality
of relay unit 90a to 90d is connected to the notification mod-
ule 22. The plurality of corresponding operating modules 21a
to 21d is connected to each of the plurality of relay unit 90a to
904.

[0332] The imaging unit 50a is correlated with the relay
unit 90a and the operating module 214, and these constituent
elements are connected to the control unit 450 and the noti-
fication module 22 so as to be able to transmit and receive
signals. In this way, the imaging unit 50q is configured simi-
larly to the nurse call system 10 illustrated in FIG. 22. The
same is true for a case where the imaging unit 505 to 504, the
relay unit 905 to 904, and the operating modules 215 to 214
are correlated with each other.

[0333] The storage unit 60, for example, is connected to the
control unit 450. The correlation information among the
imaging unit 50, the relay unit 90, and the operating module
21 is stored in advance in the storage unit 60. The control unit
450 transmits the information processed based on the detec-
tion video information generated by the imaging unit 50 to the
corresponding relay unit 90 based on the correlation informa-
tion. Moreover, the control unit 450 can specify the imaging
unit 50 and the sickbed corresponding to the notification
module activation signal transmitted from the operating mod-
ule 21 based on the correlation information.

[Overall Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
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[0334] FIG.27is atable illustrating the imaging unit 50, the
relay unit 90, and the operating module 21 corresponding to
the sickbed number (sickbed UID).

[0335] Asillustrated in FIG. 27, this correlation table illus-
trates the correlation among the sickbed number, the imaging
unit UID, an UID (hereinafter sometimes referred to simply
as a “relay unit UID”) applied to each relay unit 90, and the
operating module UID. The information correlated with the
sickbed number is not limited to these items of information,
but those illustrated in the tables of FIGS. 6, 12, and 19 may
be appropriately correlated with the sickbed number, for
example.

[0336] When it is determined that the predetermined event
has occurred based on certain detection video information,
the control unit 450 can transmit the event occurrence infor-
mation that specifies the sickbed to the notification module 22
based on the correlation between the detection video infor-
mation and the sickbed. Specifically, the control unit 450
transmits the event occurrence information associated with
the sickbed number information to the relay unit 90 specified
based on such correlation as illustrated in FIG. 27. The relay
unit 90 transmits the event occurrence information received
from the control unit 450 to the notification module 22. The
notification module 22 outputs a notification that specifies the
sickbed based on the sickbed number information associated
with the information. In this way, the healthcare provider
having received the notification can recognize the sickbed in
which the predetermined event has occurred. Moreover, the
event occurrence information associated with the sickbed
number information is stored in the storage unit 60. Further,
for example, during determination on the occurrence of the
predetermined event, the event detection video that specifies
the sickbed number can be displayed on the display module
44 provided in the control unit 450. In this case, for example,
the number of the corresponding sickbed number is also
displayed on the display module 44 together with the event
detection video,

[0337]

[0338] Next, a hardware configuration of the nurse call
system 10 (mainly a computer 100) will be described with
reference to FIG. 28. FIG. 28 is a block diagram illustrating an
example of a hardware configuration of the nurse call system
10 according to this embodiment.

[0339] According to the hardware configuration of the
nurse call system 10 of this embodiment, a plurality of nurse
call extension modules 210 is connected to the communica-
tion interface 108 and the nurse call base module 220 via a
plurality of corresponding relay devices 900.

[0340] Therelay device 900 may be an arbitrary element as
long as it has the above-described function of the relay unit
90. Examples of the relay device 900 include a path switcher,
a signal converter, and the like.

[0341] The nurse call extension module 210 and the nurse
call base module 220 are connected to the relay device 900 to
form the nurse call device 200. A communication interface
(notillustrated) is provided in the nurse call extension module
210 and the nurse call base module 220. In this way, the
computer 100 can receive signals from the nurse call exten-
sion module 210 via the relay device 900. As a result, the
computer 100 can control the nurse call base module 220 via
the relay device 900.

[Hardware Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
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[0342] The other constituent elements other than those
described above, of the nurse call system. 10 of this embodi-
ment may have the same configuration as those of the first to
third embodiments.

[0343] [Use Form of Nurse Call System 10]

[0344] Next, a use form of the nurse call system 10 accord-
ing to this embodiment will be described. FIG. 29 is a flow-
chart illustrating an example of a use form of the nurse call
system 10 according to this embodiment. In description of the
use form, the constituent elements illustrated in FIG. 24 are
appropriately used.

[0345] As illustrated in FIG. 29, this flowchart illustrates
processes in which the relay unit 90 transmits a notification
module activation signal to the notification module 22 in a
specific case by analyzing the detection video information
transmitted from the imaging unit 50. Here, examples of the
“specific case” include a case in which the control unit 450
determines that a predetermined event has occurred and a
case in which an operation is input by the operating module
21.

[0346] First, the imaging unit 50 starts imaging a certain
range including a sickbed as an imaging range, for example.
With this imaging, the detection video information is continu-
ously generated, and the detection video information is trans-
mitted to the control unit 450 whenever it is generated (step
S101).

[0347] Subsequently. the control unit 450 generates the
detection video information transmitted from the imaging
unit 50 (step S102).

[0348] Subsequently, the analysis module 41 of the control
unit 450 analyzes the generated detection video information.
The analysis result is output to the determination module 42.
The determination module 42 receives the analysis result and
makes determination on the occurrence of the predetermined
event. This analysis is performed using the above-described
algorithm or the like whereby the movement information ofa
subject is generated. The subject is the operator who operates
the operating module 21. Subsequently, it is determined
whether the generated movement information matches the
movement information of a predetermined event using the
above-described matching process (step S103). Moreover, as
described above, an event threshold may be set according to
the importance of the event, and the determination on the
predetermined event is executed based on the event threshold.

[0349] When the determination module 42 determines that
the predetermined event has occurred, the control module 43
controls the relay unit 90 to transmit a notification module
activation signal to the notification module 22 (step S104:
YES, step S106). When the determination module 42 deter-
mines that the predetermined event has not occurred, the
processes of steps S102 and S103 are continued (step S104:
NO, steps S102 to S103).

[0350] Therelay unit90 monitors whether an operation has
been input from the operating module 21 to the notification
module 22 (step S105). This process is performed in parallel
with the processes of steps S101 to S104. When a notification
module activation signal is input from the operating module
21 to the relay unit 90, the relay unit 90 transmits the notifi-
cation module activation signal to the notification module 22
(step S105: YES, step S106). The notification module activa-
tion signal is input to the notification module 22 when the
operating module 21 inputs an operation. On the other hand,
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when the notification module activation signal is not input to
the relay unit 90, the monitoring is performed continuously
(step S105: NO).

[0351] Upon receiving the notification module activation
signal from the relay unit 90, the notification module 22
outputs a notification to the external device using a notifica-
tion buzzer or the like provided in the notification module 22
(step S107), and the process ends.

[0352] When the process of step S106 is performed, the
transmission history of the notification module activation
signal from the relay unit 90 to the notification module 22 is
recorded on the storage unit 60 or the like. In this case, if the
process of step S106 results from the process of step S105,
information such as the UID of the operating module used for
inputting the operation and the date and time when the opera-
tion was input is stored in association with the transmission
history. If the process of step S106 results from the process of
step S104, information such as the UID of the imaging unit
50, the type of the predetermined event, and the date and time
when the event occurred is stored in association with the
transmission history. If the process of step S106 results from
the processes of steps S104 and S105, information such as the
UID of the operating module 21, the UID of the imaging unit
50, the type of the predetermined event, the date and time
when the operation was input, and the date and time when the
event occurred is stored in association with the transmission
history. Moreover. in this case, the occurrence history of the
predetermined event may be selectively stored.

[0353] This flowchart illustrates the processes performed
until the notification module 22 outputs a notification to the
external device when the control unit 450 receives the notifi-
cationmodule activation signal. However, this embodiment is
not limited to this, but the imaging unit 50 may continuously
generate the detection video information even when the noti-
fication module activation signal is received, for example.
Moreover, whenever the notification module activation signal
1s received, the flow may proceed to the process routine of
steps S104 to S107.

[0354] [Effects of Nurse Call System 10]

[0355] According to the nurse call system 10 of this
embodiment, the control unit 40 of the nurse call system
according to any one of the first to third embodiments is
replaced with the relay unit 90, and the control unit 450
connected to the relay unit 90 is added. The imaging unit 50
is connected to the control unit 450. The control unit 450 can
have the same configuration as the control unit 40. Thus, the
same effects as those of the first to third embodiments can be
obtained.

[0356] In the notification unit 250 of the nurse call system
10 of this embodiment, the relay unit 90 is provided between
the operating module 21 and the notification module 22.
Further, the operating module 21 and the notification module
22 can communicate with each other via the relay unit 90.
Thus, a conventional notification device can be easily modi-
fied to the nurse call system 10 of the present invention.
Specifically, the notification unit 250 of the present invention
can be formed by providing the relay unit 90 on a communi-
cation line path of the conventional notification device in
which the operating module 21 and the notification module
22 are connected by a communication line. In this way, the
nurse call system 10 of the present invention can be con-
structed by utilizing the nurse call base module and the nurse
call extension module of the nurse call device which is
already installed in a hospital, for example.
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[0357] As a result, an existing nurse call device can be
utilized in a hospital or the like in which the nurse call device
is already installed. That is, it is possible to simplify a con-
struction work as compared to when a new nurse call system
is constructed by replacing the existing nurse call device.
Moreover, the cost associated with the construction can be
reduced.

[0358] Since the control unit 450 is configured to be inde-
pendent from the notification unit 250, the specification of the
nurse call system 10 of the present invention can be changed
easily by replacing the control unit 450 even after the con-
struction.

Fifth Embodiment

Nurse Call System 10

[0359] A configuration of a nurse call system according to
this embodiment will be described with reference to the draw-
ings. The description will be given in the following order:
Functional configuration of nurse call system; Overall con-
figuration of nurse call system; and Hardware configuration
for realizing functional configuration.

[0360] [Functional Configuration of Nurse Call System.
10]
[0361] FIG. 30 s a functional block diagram illustrating an

example of a nurse call system according to this embodiment.
As illustrated in FIG. 30, the nurse call system 10 has a
configuration in which the notification unit 250 is connected
by a communication line L3 so that information (signals) can
be transmitted at least from the operating module 21 to the
notification module 22.

[0362] (Relay Unit 90)

[0363] Therelay unit90 is provided outside the notification
unit 250. The relay unit 90 is connected to the communication
line L3 via a communication line L.4. The communication
lines L3 and L4 are configured so that information can be
transmitted at least from the operating module 21 to the relay
unit 90 and information can be transmitted and received
between the relay unit 90 and the notification module 22.
According to an example of such a configuration, the com-
munication line L4 may branch halfway from the communi-
cation line L3 so as to extend toward the relay unit 90. The
other constituent elements are the same as those of the nurse
call system of the fourth embodiment. The communication
via the communication lines [.3 and 1.4 may be wireless
commuuication or cable communication, which can be
selected appropriately as necessary.

[0364] The signals transmitted from the relay unit 90 to the
notification unit 250 via the communication line [ 4 are input
to the notification module 22 via the communication line 3.
Moreover, the notification module activation signal transmit-
ted from the operating module 21 is input to the notification
module 22 via the communication line 1.3 and is also input to
the relay unit 90 via the communication line [.4. That is, the
communication line L4 has a function of squeezing signals
into the communication line 1.3.

[0365] The communication line [4 may be connected
directly to the operating module 21, for example. In this way,
the controlunit 450 can directly control the operating module
21 via the relay unit 90. In this case, the operating module 21
can transmit the notification module activation signal to the
notification module 22. Moreover, the communication line
L4 may be connected directly to the notification module 22,
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for example. In this case, the control unit 450 can directly
control the notification module 22 via the relay unit 90.
[0366] FIG. 31 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
example of a communication form between the control unit
450 and the relay unit 90. FIG. 32 is a functional block
diagram illustrating an example of a communication form
between the relay unit 90 and the notification unit 250. As
illustrated in FIGS. 31 and 32, the first communication unit 31
is connected via the communication lines I3 and [4 so as to
be able to communicate with the notification unit 250. In this
way, when the notification module activation signal is trans-
mitted from the control unit 450, the first communication unit
31 can transmit the notification module activation signal to
the notification module 22 via the communication lines L3
and 4.

[0367] [Overall Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0368] Next, an overall configuration of the nurse call sys-
tem 10 according to this embodiment will be described. FIG.
33 is a block diagram illustrating an example of an overall
configuration of the nurse call system 10 according to this
embodiment.

[0369] As illustrated in FIG. 33, a plurality of operating
modules 21a to 214 and the notification module 22 are con-
nected by thecommunication line L4. A plurality of relay unit
90a to 904 is connected to the communication line L4 via the
communication line L3.

[0370] The imaging unit 50a is cotrelated with the relay
unit 90a and the operating module 21a. These constituent
elements are connected to the control unit 450 and the noti-
fication module 22 so as to be able to output and input infor-
mation similarly to the configuration of the above-described
embodiments. In this way, the nurse call system 10 of this
embodiment is configured similarly to the nurse call system
10 illustrated in FIG. 30. The same is true for a case where the
imaging unit 505 to 504 are correlated with the relay unit 905
to 904 and the operating modules 215 to 21d.

[0371] The information processed by the control unit 450
can be transmitted to the corresponding relay unit 90 based on
the correlation information among the imaging unit 50, the
relay unit 90, and the operating module 21. This information
is the information which is processed based on the detection
video information generated by the imaging unit 50. More-
over, when the notification module activation signal is trans-
mitted from the operating module 21, the identification infor-
mation of the operating module 21 is associated with this
signal. The control unit 450 can specify the relay unit 90, the
imaging unit 50, and the sickbed corresponding to the signal
based on the correlation information. The information corre-
lated with the sickbed number is not limited to these items of
information, but those illustrated in the tables of FIGS. 6, 12,
19, and 27 may be appropriately correlated with the sickbed
number, for example.

[0372] [Hardware Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0373] Next, a hardware configuration of the nurse call
system 10 (mainly a computer 100) of the present invention,
for realizing the above-described functions will be described
with reference to FIG. 34. FIG. 34 is a block diagram illus-
trating an example of a hardware configuration of the nurse
call system 10 according to this embodiment.

[0374] Thehardware configuration of the nurse call system
10 according to this embodiment is the same as that of the
nurse call system 10 of the present invention according to the
third embodiment except that the nurse call extension module
210 and the nurse call base module 220 are connected by a
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commuuication line to form the nurse call device 200 and the
relay device 900 is connected to the communication line.
[0375] [Use Form of Nurse Call System 10]

[0376] The use form of the nurse call system 10 of this
embodiment is the same as the use form of the nurse call
system 10 of the third embodiment.

[0377] [Effects of Nurse Call System 10]

[0378] Inthe nurse call system 10 of this embodiment, the
notification unit 250 and the control unit 450 which are
formed by connecting the operating module 21 and the noti-
fication module 22 can transmit and receive signals via the
relay unit 90 connected to the notification unit 250. Thus, the
same effects as the fourth embodiment can be obtained.
Moreover, the nurse call system 10 of this embodiment pro-
vides the relay unit 90 using the communication line 1.4
having the function of squeezing signals into the communi-
cation line L3. Thus, the conventional notification device of
the nurse call system can be used as it is as the notification unit
250 that forms the nurse call system 10 of the present inven-
tion. As a result, when the present embodiment is applied to
an existing nurse call deviceinstalled in advance, itis possible
to further simplify the construction work and to further reduce
the cost associated with the construction.

Sixth Embodiment

Nurse Call System 10

[0379] A configuration of a nurse call system according to
this embodiment will be described with reference to the draw-
ings. The description will be given in the following order:
Functional configuration of nurse call system; Overall con-
figuration of nurse call system; and Hardware configuration
for realizing functional configuration.

[0380] [Functional Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0381] FIGS.35 and 36 are functional block diagrams illus-
trating an example of a nurse call system according to this
embodiment. FIG. 36 illustrates an example of a detailed
configuration of the nurse call system 10 illustrated in FIG.
35.

[0382] As illustrated in FIG. 36, the control unit 450 of the
nurse call system 10 of the present invention includes a third
communication unit capable of transmitting and receiving
signals to and from the mobile communication terminal 70.
The mobile communication terminal 70 can be configured as
described in the second embodiment, for example. Moreover,
the third communication unit 33 may be configured as
described in the second embodiment by substituting the con-
trol unit 40 with the control unit 450.

[0383] Thethird communication unit 33 transmits informa-
tion indicating that “the notification module activation signal
has been output to the notification module 22” to the mobile
communication terminal 70. This signal is input to the control
unit 450 via the relay unit 90 when the notification module
activation signal is transmitted according to the operation of
the operating module 21, for example. The control unit 450
having received the signal transmits information indicating
that a “call operation has been performed on the operating
module 217 from the third communication unit 33 to the
mobile communication terminal 70 (notification of call
operation). Moreover, when it is determined that the prede-
termined event has occurred, the control unit 450 controls the
relay unit 90. In this case, the control unit 450 transmits the
event occurrence information to the mobile communication
terminal 70 via the third communication unit 33 (notification
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of occurrence of event). Moreover, when the second commu-
nication unit 32 has a wireless communication function, the
second communication unit 32 may perform the function of
the third communication unit 33.

[0384] When the mobile communication terminal 70 has
the display module 70B, the event detection video is dis-
played on the display module 70B. The items of information
described above, for example, can be appropriately selected
and used for the information displayed on the display module
70B. In this case, the display module 70B corresponds to a
“fourth display module” of the present invention.

[0385] [Overall Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0386] Next, an overall configuration of the nurse call sys-
tem 10 according to this embodiment will be described. FIG.
37 is a block diagram illustrating an example of an overall
configuration of the nurse call system 10 according to this
embodiment.

[0387] Asillustrated in FIG. 37, a plurality of mobile com-
munication terminals 70a to 704 are connected to the control
unit 450. The mobile communication terminal 70a is corre-
lated with the imaging unit 50a, the relay unit 90a, and the
operating module 21a and these constituent elements are
connected to the control unit 450 so as to be able to commu-
nicate with each other. In this way, the mobile communication
terminal 70a is configured similarly to the nurse call system
10 of the present invention illustrated in FIG. 35. The same is
true for the mobile communication terminals 7056 to 70d.
[0388] FIG.38is atableillustrating the imaging unit 50, the
relay unit 90, the operating module 21, and the mobile com-
munication terminal 70 corresponding to the sickbed number
(sickbed UID). For example, in this table, similarly to the
examples illustrated in FIG. 6 and other drawings, UIDs may
be applied to the patient and the healthcare provider and may
be correlated with the sickbed number to form the correlation
information.

[0389] Asillustrated in FIG. 38, this correlation table illus-
trates the sickbed number, the imaging unit UID, the relay
unit UID, the operating module UID, and the mobile commu-
nication terminal UID. The information correlated with the
sickbed number is not limited to these items of information,
but those illustrated in the tables of FIG. 6 and other drawings
may be appropriately correlated with the sickbed number, for
example. For example, when a healthcare provider (a physi-
cian in charge, a nurse in charge, or the like) who preferen-
tially rushes to a specific patient is determined, a UID may be
applied to such a person in charge, a mobile information
terminal carried by the person in charge may be selected, and
information may be output to the mobile information termi-
nal.

[0390] Since the correlation between the imaging unit 50
and the mobile communication terminal 70 can be identified
from this table, for example, when a predetermined event is
determined based on predetermined detection video informa-
tion, the corresponding mobile communication terminal UTD
is specified from the information (the imaging unit UID) of
the imaging unit 50 associated with the detection video infor-
mation. The control unit 450 can notify the specified mobile
communication terminal 70 of the determination result and
display a live video, an event detection video, or the like on
the display module 70B provided in the mobile communica-
tion terminal 70 as necessary. Moreover, since the correlation
between the operating module 21 and the mobile communi-
cation terminal 70 can be identified from the table, for
example, when the operating module 21 is operated, the con-
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trol unit 450 can transmit information indicating that the
operating module 21 was “operated” to the corresponding
mobile communication terminal 70 with the notification
module activation signal and can display the information on
the display module 70B provided in the mobile communica-
tion terminal 70 as the event detection video as necessary.
[0391] [Hardware Configuration of Nurse Call System 10]
[0392] Next, a hardware configuration of the nurse call
system 10 (mainly a computer 100) of the present invention,
for realizing the above-described functions will be described
with reference to FIG. 39. FIG. 39 is a block diagram illus-
trating an example of a hardware configuration of the nurse
call system 10 according to this embodiment.

[0393] According to the hardware configuration of the
nurse call system 10 of this embodiment, a plurality of mobile
communication terminals 700 is connected via the wireless
communication interface (I’F) 111 so as to be able to com-
municate with each other. The wireless communication inter-
face 111 can be configured as described in the second
embodiment, for example.

[0394] The other constituent elements other than those
described above, of the nurse call system 10 of this embodi-
ment may have the same configuration as those of the first to
fifth embodiments.

[0395] [Use Form of Nurse Call System 10]

[0396] Next, a use form of the nurse call system 10 accord-
ing to this embodiment will be described. FIG. 40 is a flow-
chart illustrating an example of a use form of the nurse call
system 10 according to this embodiment. In description ofthe
use form, the constituent elements illustrated in FIG. 36 are
appropriately used.

[0397] As illustrated in FIG. 40, this flowchart illustrate
processes in which, when the control unit 450 determines that
a predetermined event has occurred or the control unit 450
receives the notification module activation signal, informa-
tion indicating the notice thereof is transmitted to the mobile
communication terminal 70 in addition to the processes of the
flowchart illustrated in FIG. 29. Hereinafter, the respective
steps will be described in detail.

[0398] The processes of steps S111 to S115 are performed
similarly to the processes of steps S101 to S105 of the flow-
chart illustrated in FIG. 29 (steps S111 to S115).

[0399] When the determination module 42 determines that
the predetermined event has occurred (step S114: YES), the
control module 43 controls the relay unit 90 to transmit the
notification module activation signal to the notification mod-
ule 22 (step S116). The control module 43 outputs a notifica-
tion of the event occurrence information to the mobile com-
munication terminal 70 (step S118). The mobile
communication terminal 70 informs the external device of the
occurrence of the predetermined event in response to the
notification. This notification may be realized in an arbitrary
form as long as it can be sensed by the five senses of a person
and may be realized via sound, characters, videos, vibration,
and the like, for example. When it is determined that the
predetermined event has not occurred (step S114: NO), the
processes of steps S112 and S113 are continued (steps S112
to S113).

[0400] When the notification module activation signal from
the operating module 21 is input to the relay unit 90 (step
S115: YES), the relay unit 90 transmits the notification mod-
ule activation signal to the notification module 22 (step S116).
The relay unit 90 further notifies the mobile communication
terminal 70 of the fact that an input operation was performed
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on the operating module 21 (step S119). The mobile commu-
nication terminal 70 notifies the external device of the infor-
mation on the input operation in response to the notification.
When the notification module activation signal from the opet-
ating module 21 is not input to the relay unit 90, the monitor-
ing is continued (step S115: NO).

[0401] Upon receiving the notification module activation
signal from the relay unit 90, the notification module 22
outputs a notification to the external device using a notifica-
tion buzzer or the like provided in the notification module 22,
and the process ends (step S117).

[0402] Although this flowchart illustrates the processes
performed until the notification module 22 outputs a notifi-
cation to the external device when the control unit 450
receives the notification module activation signal. The imag-
ing unit 50 may continuously generate the detection video
information even when the notification module activation
signal is received. Moreover, whenever the notification mod-
ule activation signal is received, the flow may proceed to the
process routine of steps S114 to S119.

[0403] The other features of the use form of the nurse call
system 10 of the present invention according to this embodi-
ment are the same as those of the use form of the nurse call
system 10 according to the fourth and fifth embodiments.

[0404] [Effects of Nurse Call System 10]

[0405] According to the nurse call system 10 of this
embodiment, the notification unit 250 and the control unit 450
which are formed by connecting the operating module 21 and
the notification module 22 can transmit and receive signals
via the relay unit 90. Thus, the same effects as the fourth and
fifth embodiments can be obtained.

[0406] According to the nurse call system 10 of this
embodiment, since the third communication unit that can
communicate with the mobile communication terminal 70 is
provided in the control unit 450, when the control unit 450
determines that a predetermined event has occurred or the
control unit 450 receives the notification module activation
signal, information indicating the notice thereof can be trans-
mitted to the mobile communication terminal 70. Due to this,
for example, even when a healthcare provider in a hospital is
not present in a nurse’s station, the healthcare provider can be
informed of an abrupt change in the condition of the patient
through the mobile communication terminal 70. Moreover,
when the mobile communication terminal 70 has a display
module, the video during the occurrence of a predetermined
event is displayed on the display module, and a quick
response such as treatment can be performed.

[0407] While embodiments of the present invention have
been described in detail, the present invention is not limited to
the above-described embodiments, and various modifications
based on the technical ideal of the present invention can be
made. Moreover, some or all of the embodiments may be
appropriately combined to form another embodiment. The
nurse call system is one form of the notification system, and
the same configuration can be applied to a caring system, a
home nursing system, and the like.

[0408] The numbers, structures, configurations, shapes,
materials, and the like mentioned in the above-described
embodiments are examples only, and other numbers, struc-
tures, configurations, shapes, materials, and the like different
from those above may be used.
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REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

[0409] 10: Nurse call system

[0410] 20, 250: Notification unit

[0411] 21: Operating module

[0412] 22: Notification module

[0413] 30: Wireless communication unit
[0414] 40, 450: Contro] unit

[0415] 41: Analysis module

[0416] 42: Determination module

[0417] 43: Control module

[0418] 46: Storage module

[0419] 47: Storage priority application module
[0420] 50: Imaging unit

[0421] 60: Storage unit

[0422] 70: Mobile communication terminal
[0423] 80: Microwave Doppler sensor
[0424] 90: Relay unit

1. A notification system comprising:

a detection unit that generates movement information of a
subject according to a change over time;

a storage unit that is connected to the detection unit and
stores the movement information; and

acontrol unit that receives the movement information from
the detection unit, analyzes the movement information,
makes a determination on the occurrence of a predeter-
mined event from the result of the analysis, specifies the
movement information in a predetermined period
including the time when the determination was made,
applies a storage priority value to the movement infor-
mation according to a type of the predetermined event
occurred, and transmits the movement information to
the storage unit.

2. The notification system according to claim 1, wherein

the control unit performs the specification using a period
that starts a first predetermined period earlier than the
time when the determination was made and ends a sec-
ond predetermined period later than the time when the
determination was made as the predetermined period.

3. The notification system according to claim 1 or 2, further

comprising:

a notification module configured to output a notification to
an external device, wherein

the control unit transmits, to the notification module, the
movement information of the subject in the predeter-
mined period including the time when the determination
was made when it is determined that the predetermined
event has occurred.

4. The notification system according to any one of claims 1

to 3, wherein

the detection unit is an imaging unit configured to be
capable of perform imaging,

the imaging unit generates video information including the
movement information of the subject, and

the control unit includes a first display module configured
to be able to display a video and analyzes the video
information, and when the presence of a predetermined
movement of the subject is determined as the occurrence
of the predetermined event based on a change in a lumi-
nance value of a pixel that forms the video, the control
unit displays a video imaged by the imaging unit in the
predetermined period on the first display module
according to the result of the determination.
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5. The notification system according to claim 4, wherein

a video indicating a predetermined movement of the sub-
jectis a video imaged by the imaging unit in a predeter-
mined period including the time of the determination,
stored in the storage unit.

6. The notification system according to claim 3, wherein

the detection unit is a microwave Doppler sensor that
includes a transmitting module that emits microwaves to
an area including the chest of the subject and a receiving
module that receives reflection waves from the subject as
the movement information,

the control unit analyzes a respiratory state of the subject
based on a Doppler shift of the reflection waves,

the control unit determines whether the respiratory state
has reached a predetermined respiratory state as the
occurrence of the predetermined event based on the
result of the analysis, and

the control unit transmits control information of the noti-
fication module when the predetermined respiratory
state is reached.

7. The notification system according to any one of claims 1

to 6, wherein

the control unit removes the movement information of the
subject stored in the storage unit under a predetermined
condition, and the removal is executed in ascending
order of the storage priority values.

8. The notification system according to claim 7, wherein

the control unit performs the removal when a predeter-
mined period has elapsed from the storage in the storage
unit or when an available volume of the storage unit is
lower than a predetermined value as the predetermined
condition.

9. The notification system according to any one of claims 1

to 8, further comprising:

a transceiving unit configured to be able to transmit infor-
mation to at least one mobile communication terminal,
wherein

the control unit transmits information based on the occur-
rence of the predetermined event specified by the deter-
mination to the mobile communication terminal via the
transceiving unit.

10. The notification system according to claim 9, wherein

the mobile communication terminal includes a second dis-
play module configured to be able to display information
based on the movement information, and

the control unit transmits the storage priority value and the
information based on the movement information corre-
sponding to the predetermined event specified by the
determination to the mobile communication terminal
via the transceiving unit, and the mobile communication
terminal displays the information on the second display
module.

11. The notification system according to claim 4, further

comprising:

atransceiving unit configured to be able to transmit a video
to at least one mobile communication terminal, wherein

the mobile communication terminal includes a second dis-
play module configured to be able to display the video,

the control unit transmits a live video of the subject being
imaged by the imaging unit to the mobile communica-
tion terminal via the transceiving unit when a predeter-
mined movement of the subject has occurred, and

the mobile communication terminal is configured so that a
terminal operator who operates the mobile communica-
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tion terminal can make communication or a telephone
call with the subject while viewing the live video by
performing a predetermined operation.

12. The notification system according to any one of claims

9 to 11, wherein

the subject and the mobile communication terminal are
correlated and the transceiving unit is configured to be
able to transmit information to a specific mobile com-
munication terminal,

the detection unit is correlated with the subject,

upon receiving the movement information of the subject
from the detection unit, the control unit specifies the
subject based on the correlation between the detection
unit and the subject, specifies the mobile communica-
tion terminal to which information is to be transmitted
based on the correlation between the subject and the
mobile communication terminal, and transmits the
movement information of the subject to the specified
mobile communication terminal via the transceiving
unit.

13. A notification system comprising;

a notification unit including an operating module config-
ured to be able to input operations and a notification
module disposed at a position separated from the oper-
ating module and configured to be able to output a noti-
fication to an external device, the notification unit being
configured such that the notification module operates to
output a notification to the external device in response to
afirstsignal for operating the notification module, trans-
mitted from the operating module when an operator
inputs an operation;

a detection unit that generates movement information of
the operator according to a change over time;

acontrol unit that receives the movement information from
the detection unit, analyzes the movement information,
and makes a determination on the occurrence of a pre-
determined event from the result of the analysis; and

arelay unit that is provided between the operating module
and the notification module and is configured to allow
the notification module and the control unit to commu-
nicate with each other, the relay unit transmitting the first
signal to the notification module, wherein

the control unit transmits a second signal to the relay unit
when the determination is executed, and the relay unit
transmits a third signal for operating the notification
module to the notification module in response to the
second signal.

14. The notification system according to claim 13, further

comprising:

a first communication unit provided in the relay unit; and

asecond communication unit provided in the detection unit
or the control unit, wherein

the first communication unit and the second communica-
tion unit communicate bidirectionally whereby the noti-
fication module can communicate with the detection
unit or the control unit bidirectionally via the relay unit.

15. The notification system according to claim 14, wherein

when it is determined that the predetermined event has
occurred, the control unit transmits the second signal to
the relay unit via the second communication unit and the
first communication unit.

16. The notification system according to claim 14 or 15,

wherein
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the first communication unit and the second communica-
tion unit are wireless communication unit.

17. The notification system according to any one of claims

13 to 16, wherein

the detection unit is an imaging unit configured to be able
to generate videos, and

the control unit includes a third display module configured
to be able to display videos and displays a video imaged
by the imaging unit in a predetermined period including
the time when the determination was made or the input
operation was executed on the third display module
when it is determined that the predetermined event has
occurred or the input operation was performed.

18. The notification system according to claim 17, wherein

the control unit determines the occurrence of the predeter-
mined event based on a change in a luminance value of
a pixel that forms the video in response to a predeter-
mined movement of the operator.

19. The notification system according to claim 16, wherein

the control unit includes a third communication unit con-
figured to be able to communicate with at least one
mobile communication terminal,

when it is determined that the predetermined event has
occurred, the control unit transmits information based
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on the result of the determination to the mobile commu-
nication terminal via the third communication unit, and

the relay unit notifies the mobile communication terminal
of information indicating that the third signal has been
transmitted via the first communication unit.

20. The notification system according to claim 19, wherein

the mobile communication terminal includes a fourth dis-
play module configured to be able to display videos, and

the control unit transmits a video corresponding to the
predetermined event occurred to the mobile communi-
cation terminal via the second communication unit or
the third communication unit together with the informa-
tion indicating the execution of the determination, and
the mobile communication terminal displays the video
on the fourth display module.

21. The notification system according to any one of claims
13 to 20, wherein

the notification unit is a nurse call system which includes a
switch which is the operating module and a call module
which is the notification module and in which the call
module operates when the operator operates the switch.
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