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(7) ABSTRACT

Techniques for performing one or both of gesture recogni-
tion and biometric monitoring with an electronic device are
disclosed, where the electronic device has a wireless com-
munications capability using beamforming techniques and
includes a plurality of millimeter wave antenna modules.
Each module includes at least one transmit antenna and at
least one receive antenna, operable in one or more frequency
ranges not less than 20 GHz, the receive antenna coupled
with a first branch configured to receive H-polarized signals
and a second branch configured to receive V-polarized
signals. Performing one or both of gesture recognition and
biometric monitoring includes detecting a presence and
motion of a reflective object or anatomical feature by
determining a relationship between received H-polarized
signals and received V-polarized signals for two or more
receive antennas as a function of time.
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MOTION SENSOR USING CROSS
COUPLING

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] This disclosure relates to motion sensing tech-
niques, and more particularly to using transmit and receive
communication antennas of an electronic device for motion
sensing.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED
TECHNOLOGY

[0002] Electronic devices such as smart phones, tablets, or
“Internet of Things” (IoT) devices and appliances can be
made more functional by equipping them with motion
sensors configured to support gesture recognition and/or
biometric monitoring. For example, gesture recognition
enables users to perform certain functions by swiping a
hand, finger, or stylus proximate to but not necessarily in
contact with the electronic device. Potential uses include:
turning the device on/off, turning the volume up/down,
flipping a page, scrolling a page up/down, for example.
Gesture recognition may be particularly useful when the
device does not have a touch screen or when touching the
screen 1s inconvenient (e.g. wet hands). Motion sensors
contemplated by the present disclosure may also be config-
ured to detect very small motions and can be used for
biometric monitoring and measurements, such as (heartbeat
rate and respiratory rate).

[0003] In the absence of the presently disclosed tech-
niques, touch or gesture recognition sensors used in elec-
tronic devices are generally capacitive sensing, infra-red
(IR) motion detectors, or cameras with video processing.
Capacitive sensing and IR detection require dedicated hard-
ware that are relatively bulky; video processing of camera
imagery is a very ineflicient method in terms of power
consumption and computational requirements since it needs
continuous monitoring and processing.

[0004] Thus, improved motions sensing techniques are
desirable.

SUMMARY
[0005] The systems, methods and devices of this disclo-

sure each have several innovative aspects, no single one of
which is solely responsible for the desirable attributes dis-
closed herein.

[0006] One innovative aspect of the subject matter
described in this disclosure relates to sensing motion proxi-
mate to an electronic device or appliance using RF compo-
nents disposed on the device. The RF components include a
plurality of mm wave antenna modules, each module includ-
ing at least one transmit and one receive antenna, operable
at a frequency of 20 GHz or higher. The RF components may
be compatible with fifth generation New Radio (5G NR)
communications standards. The RF components are utilized
for motion sensing at a low duty cycle of about 10 micro-
seconds per 100 milliseconds, when they are normally not
used for 5G NR communications.

[0007] According to some implementations, a method
includes performing one or both of gesture recognition and
biometric monitoring with an electronic device, the elec-
tronic device having a wireless communications capability
using beamforming techniques and including a plurality of
millimeter wave antenna modules, each module including at
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least one transmit antenna and at least one receive antenna,
operable in one or more frequency ranges not less than 20
GHz, the receive antenna coupled with a first branch con-
figured to receive H-polarized signals and a second branch
configured to receive V-polarized signals. The performing
one or both of gesture recognition and biometric monitoring
includes detecting a presence and motion of a reflective
object or anatomical feature by determining a relationship
between received H-polarized signals and received V-polar-
ized signals for two or more receive antennas as a function
of time.

[0008] In some examples, the antenna modules may be
compatible with 5G wireless communications standards.
[0009] In some examples, the antenna modules may
include one or both of patch and dipole antennas.

[0010] Insome examples, the reflective object may be one
or more of a hand or other appendage of a user, or a hand
held object.

[0011] In some examples, the motion of the anatomical
feature may be related to one or both of respiration and
heartbeat and the biometric monitoring may include moni-
toring one or both of the respiration and the heartbeat.
[0012] In some examples, the performing one or both of
gesture recognition and biometric monitoring may include
transmitting a low power signal from the at least one
transmit antenna and the received H-polarized signals and
received V-polarized signals result from cross coupling
between the transmit antenna and the receive antenna. In
some examples, power of the low power signal may be not
greater than 5 milliwatts. In some examples, the low power
signal may be synchronized to occur only within random
access channel slots. In some examples, the low power
signal may be transmitted at a duty cycle of less than 0.01%.
In some examples, the low power signal may be periodically
transmitted during intervals approximately 100 msec apart,
each interval having a duration of less than 10 microseconds.
[0013] According to some implementations, an apparatus
includes a processor and an electronic device having a
wireless communications capability using beamforming
techniques and including a plurality of millimeter wave
antenna modules, each module including at least one trans-
mit antenna and at least one receive antenna, operable in one
or more frequency ranges not less than 20 GHz, the receive
antenna coupled with a first branch configured to receive
H-polarized signals and a second branch configured to
receive V-polarized signals. The processor is configured to
perform one or both of gesture recognition and biometric
monitoring with the electronic device by detecting a pres-
ence and motion of a reflective object or anatomical feature
by determining a relationship of received H-polarized sig-
nals and received V-polarized signals as a function of time.
[0014] In some examples, the antenna modules may be
compatible with 5G wireless communications standards.
[0015] In some examples, the antenna modules may
include one or both of patch and dipole antennas.

[0016] Insome examples, the reflective object may be one
or more of a hand or other appendage of a user, or a hand
held object.

[0017] In some examples, the motion of the anatomical
feature may be related to one or both of respiration and
heartbeat and the biometric monitoring may include moni-
toring one or both of the respiration and the heartbeat.
[0018] Insome examples, the received H-polarized signals
and received V-polarized signals may result from cross
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coupling, of a low power signal transmitted from the at least
one transmit antenna, between the transmit antenna and the
receive antenna. In some examples power of the low power
signal may be not greater than 5 milliwatts. In some
examples, the low power signal may be synchronized to
occur only within random access channel slots. In some
examples, the low power signal may be transmitted at a duty
cycle of less than 0.01%. In some examples, the low power
signal may be periodically transmitted during intervals
approximately 100 msec apart, each interval having a dura-
tion of less than 10 microseconds.

[0019] According to some implementations, a non-transi-
tory computer readable medium stores program code to be
executed by a processor, the program code comprising
instructions configured to cause the processor to: perform
one or both of gesture recognition and biometric monitoring
with an electronic device, the electronic device having a
wireless communications capability using beamforming
techniques and including a plurality of millimeter wave
antenna modules, each module including at least one trans-
mit antenna and at least one receive antenna, operable in one
or more frequency ranges not less than 20 GHz, the receive
antenna coupled with a first branch configured to receive
H-polarized signals and a second branch configured to
receive V-polarized signals. The processor detects a pres-
ence and motion of a reflective object or anatomical feature
by determining a relationship of received H-polarized sig-
nals and received V-polarized signals for two or more
receive antennas as a function of time.

[0020] Insome examples, the reflective object may be one
or more of a hand or other appendage of a user, or a hand
held object.

[0021] In some examples, the motion of the anatomical
feature may be related to one or both of respiration and
heartbeat and the biometric monitoring includes monitoring
one or both of the respiration and the heartbeat.

[0022] Insome examples, the received H-polarized signals
and received V-polarized signals may result from cross
coupling, of a low power signal transmitted from the at least
one transmit antenna, between the transmit antenna and the
receive antenna. In some examples, power of the low power
signal may be not greater than 5 milliwatts. In some
examples, the low power signal may be transmitted at a duty
cycle of less than 0.01%. In some examples, the low power
signal may be synchronized to occur only within random
access channel slots.

[0023] According to some implementations, an apparatus
includes an electronic device having a wireless communi-
cations capability using beamforming techniques and
including a plurality of millimeter wave antenna modules,
each module including at least one transmit antenna and at
least one receive antenna, operable in one or more frequency
ranges not less than 20 GHz, the receive antenna coupled
with a first branch configured to receive H-polarized signals
and a second branch configured to receive V-polarized
signals, and means for performing one or both of gesture
recognition and biometric monitoring with the electronic
device by detecting a presence and motion of a reflective
object or anatomical feature by determining a relationship of
received H-polarized signals and received V-polarized sig-
nals as a function of time.

[0024] In some examples, the received H-polarized signals
and received V-polarized signals may result from cross
coupling, of a low power signal transmitted from the at least
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one transmit antenna, between the transmit antenna and the
receive antenna. In some examples, power of the low power
signal may be not greater than 5 milliwatts and the low
power signal is synchronized to occur only within random
access channel slots.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] Details of one or more implementations of the
subject matter described in this specification are set forth in
this disclosure and the accompanying drawings. Other fea-
tures, aspects, and advantages will become apparent from a
review of the disclosure. Note that the relative dimensions of
the drawings and other diagrams of this disclosure may not
be drawn to scale. The sizes, thicknesses, arrangements,
materials, etc., shown and described in this disclosure are
made only by way of example and should not be construed
as limiting. Like reference numbers and designations in the
various drawings indicate like elements.

[0026] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of an electronic
device in which some aspects of this disclosure may be
implemented.

[0027] FIG. 2 illustrates a simplified block diagram of the
electronic device, according to an implementation.

[0028] FIG. 3illustrates cross coupling between a transmit
antenna and a receive antenna, according to an implemen-
tation.

[0029] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of the effect of an
object on the relationship of received H and V polarized
signals according to an implementation.

[0030] FIG. 5 illustrates another example of the effect of
an object on the relationship of received H and V polarized
signals.

[0031] FIG. 6 illustrates some examples of how the dis-
closed techniques may be used to provide user control inputs
to an electronic device, including a display.

[0032] FIG. 7 illustrates examples of how the disclosed
techniques may be used to provide biometric monitoring.
[0033] FIG. 8 illustrates an example of a process flow for
sensing motion of a reflective object with an electronic
device, according to an implementation.

[0034] FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate an example of a method
the processor may be configured to execute in order to
perform one or both of gesture recognition and biometric
monitoring.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0035] The following description is directed to certain
implementations for the purposes of describing the innova-
tive aspects of this disclosure. However, a person having
ordinary skill in the art will readily recognize that the
teachings herein may be applied in a multitude of different
ways. The described implementations may be implemented
in any device, apparatus, or system that includes a millime-
ter band communications capability. In addition, it is con-
templated that the described implementations may be
included in or associated with a variety of electronic devices
such as, but not limited to: mobile telephones, multimedia
Internet enabled cellular telephones, mobile television
receivers, wireless devices, smartphones, smart cards, wear-
able devices such as bracelets, armbands, wristbands, rings,
headbands and patches, etc., Bluetooth® devices, personal
data assistants (PDAs), wireless electronic mail receivers,
hand-held or portable computers, netbooks, notebooks,
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smartbooks, tablets, printers, copiers, scanners, facsimile
devices, global positioning system (GPS) receivers/naviga-
tors, cameras, digital media players (such as MP3 players),
camcorders, game consoles, wrist watches, clocks, calcula-
tors, television monitors, flat panel displays, electronic read-
ing devices (e.g., e-readers), mobile health devices, com-
puter monitors, auto displays (including odometer and
speedometer displays, etc.), cockpit controls and/or dis-
plays, steering wheels, camera view displays (such as the
display of a rear view camera in a vehicle), electronic
photographs, electronic billboards or signs, projectors,
architectural structures, microwaves, refrigerators, stereo
systems, cassette recorders or players, DVD players, CD
players, VCRs, radios, portable memory chips, washers,
dryers, washer/dryers, automated teller machines (ATMs),
parking meters, packaging (such as in electromechanical
systems (EMS) applications including microelectrome-
chanical systems (MEMS) applications, as well as non-EMS
applications), aesthetic structures (such as display of images
on a piece of jewelry or clothing) and a variety of EMS
devices. The teachings herein also may be used in applica-
tions such as, but not limited to, electronic switching
devices, radio frequency filters, sensors, accelerometers,
gyroscopes, motion-sensing devices, magnetometers, inet-
tial components for consumer electronics, parts of consumer
electronics products, varactors, liquid crystal devices, elec-
trophoretic devices, drive schemes, manufacturing processes
and electronic test equipment. Thus, the teachings are not
intended to be limited to the implementations depicted
solely in the Figures, but instead have wide applicability as
will be readily apparent to one having ordinary skill in the
art.

[0036] The present inventors have appreciated that trans-
mit/receive antenna modules, operating in the millimeter
band (20-300 GHz), that may normally be manifested on a
5G NR wireless device, may be configured to provide a
motion detection capability that can be adapted for gesture
recognition and/or biometric monitoring.

[0037] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of an electronic
device in which some aspects of this disclosure may be
implemented.

[0038] The illustrated electronic device 100 may be a
smart phone, tablet computer, or any item of user equipment
configured for wireless connectivity with a network by way
of a number of antenna modules. Advantageously, the wire-
less connectivity may be compatible with a 5G NR or later
wireless communication standard, operable at frequencies of
20 GHz and higher and utilizing beam forming techniques
such as, for example, multiple-input and multiple-output
(MIMO) technology. The example electronic device
includes four antenna modules 110 (110(1), 110(2), 110(3)
and 110(4)) for providing the wireless connectivity, each
antenna module 110 including a 1x4 array of patch or dipole
receive (Rx) antennas and transmit (Tx) antennas, but other
configurations are within the contemplation of the present
disclosure.

[0039] FIG. 2 illustrates a simplified block diagram of the
electronic device, according to an implementation. For clar-
ity of illustration, antenna modules 110(1) and 110(3) have
been omitted from the block diagram of FIG. 2. The elec-
tronic device 100 may include a front surface that includes
a viewing area 101. The antenna modules 110 may output,
to a processor 1004, signal characteristics. The processor
1004 may be communicatively coupled with the antenna
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modules 110 and with other elements of the electronic
device 100. In some implementations, the processor 1004
may be an integral part of the electronic display 100. In other
implementations, as suggested by FIG. 1, the processor 1004
may be configured separately from the electronic display
100. In some implementations, the processor may be
remotely located in, for example, a remote server.

[0040] In some implementations, the processor 1004 may
be configured to recognize, from the signal characteristics
received from the antenna modules, one or both of a
presence and motion of a reflective object (not illustrated).
Viewing area 101 may be or include an electronic display,
and the processor 1004 may be configured to control the
electronic display responsive to recognized motions of the
reflective object, as described in more detail hereinbelow.
[0041] A signal from a Tx antenna may have a significant
cross coupling to one or more Rx antennas, at least for mm
wave signaling using patch/dipole antennas. FIG. 3 illus-
trates cross coupling between a Tx antenna 112 and a Rx
antenna 114. Each of the Tx antenna 112 and the Rx antenna
114 may be included in an antenna module 110.

[0042] In some implementations, the signals from the Tx
antenna may be 5G NR uplink signals such as Physical
Uplink Control Channel (PUCCH) signals, Physical Uplink
Shared Channel (PUSCH) signals, Random Access Channel
(RACH) signals, sounding reference signals (SRS) or con-
tinuous wave (CW) signals. Advantageously, the signals
may be transmitted at a low power (less than 5 milliwatts, for
example) several times per second with a duty cycle of
0.01% or less. For example, the signals may be transmitted
at intervals of 0.1 sec, in pulses having a duration of 10
microseconds or less. In some implementations, timing of
the low power signals is synchronized to occur only within
random access channel slots.

[0043] In the illustrated example, the Rx antenna 114
includes H and V polarized branches. The present inventors
have found that a relationship between the H and V polar-
ized signals received by the respective branches (e.g., a ratio
Rx_H/Rx_V) may be used as an indicator of presence or
absence of a reflective object. More particularly, referring to
Detail A, when no reflective object is proximate to the
electronic device, the ratio Rx_H/Rx_V may have a first
value. In the presence of a reflective object 3000 proximate
to (in the near field of) the Tx antenna 112, Detail B, the
relationship changes significantly as a result of signals
coupled to the H and V paths being perturbed differently.
[0044] This phenomenon may be exploited to detect not
only proximity of a reflective object, but motion as well. As
a result, transmit/receive antenna modules, may be used as
motion detectors. Where the electronic device, even in the
absence of the disclosed techniques, would ordinarily
include two or more antenna modules for beamforming, a
gesture recognition capability and/or a biometric measure-
ment capability may thus be obtained using those antenna
modules while adding minimal additional hardware and cost
to the electronic device.

[0045] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of the effect of an
object on the relationship of Rx_H to Rx_V by depicting a
map of measured received strength of H-polarized (H(s))
and V-polarized (V(s)) polarized signals. It may be observed
that, in the absence of a reflective object, the relationship of
Rx_H to Rx_V, more particularly, the ratio Rx_H/Rx_V, as
measured during a time interval, is relatively constant, i.e.,
the mapped points are clustered relatively tightly in a region
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401. In the presence of a reflective object 3000, the ratio of
Rx_H/Rx_V, as measured during a similar time interval, is
also relatively constant, i.e., the measured points are clus-
tered relatively tightly in a region 402, but the region 402 is
centered at a distinctly different ratio of Rx_H/Rx_V. When
the reflective object is in motion, the Rx_H/Rx_V ratio
demonstrates significant temporal variation, i.e., the mea-
sured points are widely scattered within a region 403, when
measured during the similar time interval, as well as being
centered at yet a different ratio of Rx_H/Rx_V. As a result,
presence of a moving object may be detected by a single
antenna receiver and distinguished both from absence of a
reflective object, and from presence of a stationary object.

[0046] FIG. 5 illustrates another example of the effect of
an object on the ratio of Rx_H/Rx_V by depicting a map of
measured received strength of H-polarized (H(s)) and V-po-
larized (V(s)) polarized signals. As indicated above in con-
nection with FIG. 5, in the absence of a reflective object the
ratio of Rx_H/Rx_V is relatively constant, i.e., the measured
points are clustered relatively tightly in region 501. In the
presence of a reflective object, the ratio of Rx_H/Rx_V is
still fairly constant, but the region 502 is centered at a
distinctly different ratio of Rx_H/Rx_V. When the reflective
object is in motion, the Rx_H/Rx_V ratio demonstrates
significant variation, i.e., the measured points are widely
scattered, as well as being centered at yet a different ratio of
Rx_H/Rx_V. FIG. 5 further illustrates an effect of distance
of the object from the electronic device on the ratio of
Rx_H/Rx_V. It may be observed that each of region 503,
corresponding to a first distance, region 504 corresponding
to a fourth distance, and region 505, corresponding to a fifth
distance exhibit similar scattering, but are centered at dif-
ferent locations on the map.

[0047] The present inventors have appreciated that, in
view of the above-described phenomenon, an electronic
device may be configured to recognize motion of a reflective
object. At least when the electronic device includes two or
more separately disposed pairs of Tx/Rx antennas, charac-
teristics of the motion, including direction and rate, may be
obtained. By appropriate tuning, sensitivity to motions of
various scales may be obtained. For example, in some
implementations, location and direction of “gestures” may
be recognized, the gestures being, for example, movement
of auser’s hand or other appendage or hand held object over
a distance in the range of 0.1-10 inches. In such implemen-
tations, gesture recognition may be used to provide control
inputs to the electronic device. In other implementations,
smaller scale motions may be detected. For example, the
electronic device may be tuned to be sensitive to motions in
the range of 0.01-0.5 inches. In such implementations, the
disclosed techniques may be used for biometric monitoring
to detect or measure respiration or heartbeat rate of a user or
patient.

[0048] FIG. 6 illustrates some examples of how the dis-
closed techniques may be used to provide user control inputs
to an electronic device, including a display. The electronic
device may be a portable device such as a tablet, smart
phone or smart watch, in some implementations. In other
implementations, the electronic device may be wall mounted
(e.g., a thermostat control, or an advertising/shopping dis-
play), mounted to an appliance (e.g., refrigerator, stove or
dishwasher) or be incorporated in a kiosk, user terminal or
work station. The electronic device includes a plurality of
Rx and Tx antennas as described above and may include or
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be coupled with a processor coupled with at least the Rx
antennas. The processor may be configured to receive, from
the Rx antennas, respective Rx_H and Rx_V signals cross
coupled from a Tx antenna. By analysis of temporally
varying signal strengths of Rx_H relative to Rx_V signals
for signals received from two or more separately disposed
pairs of Tx and Rx antennas, the processor may determine
the presence and direction of motion of a reflective object,
such as a user’s appendage or hand held object such as a

stylus.

[0049] In some implementations, for example, referring to
Detail C a swiping gesture proximate to antenna module
110(1) may be recognized by the processor as a user
command to turn on or turn off a portion or all of a display
in viewing area 101. The processor may recognize the
gesture as a result of analyzing cross coupled signals
received by receive antennas R, and R,. As a further
example, referring now to Detail D, a swiping gesture
between antenna modules 110(1) and 110(3) may be recog-
nized by the processor as a user command to flip a page
displayed in viewing area 101. The processor may recognize
the gesture as a result of analyzing cross coupled signals
received by receive antennas that are part of antenna mod-
ules 110(1) and 110(3). Similarly, referring to Detail E, a
swiping gesture proximate to antenna module 110(3) may be
recognized by the processor as a user command to scroll
content displayed in viewing area 101 up or down. As a yet
further example, referring to Detail F, a swiping gesture
proximate to antenna module 110(1) may be recognized by
the processor as a user command to increase or decrease
speaker volume of the electronic device.

[0050] FIG. 7 illustrates examples of how the disclosed
techniques may be used to provide biometric monitoring. An
electronic device 700 may be configured as a wearable
device such as a smart watch or activity tracker. The
electronic device may include two or more separately dis-
posed pairs of Tx/Rx antennas (not illustrated). The elec-
tronic device 700 may be tuned to be sensitive to motions as
small as 0.01 inches and be used for biometric monitoring of
an anatomical feature of a person wearing the device. For
example, the electronic device 700 may be tuned to detect or
measure small motions of a wearer’s skin resulting from
heartbeat, and thereby determine the wearer’s pulse rate. As
a further example, it will be appreciated that a wearable
electronic device may be configured as a chest strap or patch
and tuned to be sensitive to motions in the range 0.1-0.5
inches, for example, for purposes of measuring respiration
rates. Such electronic devices may be tailored for use in
clinical and/or athletic settings, for example.

[0051] FIG. 8 illustrates an example of a process flow for
sensing motion of a reflective object with an electronic
device. As described hereinabove, the electronic device may
provide a wireless communications capability using beam-
forming techniques. The electronic device may include a
plurality of millimeter wave antenna modules, each module
including at least one transmit antenna and at least one
receive antenna, operable in one or more frequency ranges
not less than 20 GHz, the receive antenna coupled with a first
branch configured to receive H-polarized signals and a
second branch configured to receive V-polarized signals.
The method 800 includes a block 810 of detecting a presence
and motion of a reflective object or anatomical feature by
determining a relationship between received H-polarized
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signals and received V-polarized signals for two or more
receive antennas as a function of time.

[0052] In some implementations, step 810 is preceded by
transmitting, at step 820, a low power signal from at least
one transmit antenna, and receiving, at step 830, at two or
more receive antennas, the H-polarized signals and the
V-polarized signals, the H-polarized signals and the V-po-
larized signals resulting from cross coupling between the
transmit antenna and the receive antennas.

[0053] As indicated above, an electronic device may
include or be coupled with a processor that is configured to
perform one or both of gesture recognition and biometric
monitoring with the electronic device by detecting a pres-
ence and motion of a reflective object or anatomical feature
by determining, as a function of time, a relationship of
received H-polarized signals and received V-polarized sig-
nals. FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate an example of a method the
processor may be configured to execute in order to perform
one or both of gesture recognition and biometric monitoring.
[0054] Referring first to FIG. 9A, the processor may
receive (“capture”), at discrete time intervals, from one or
more Rx antennas, N signal samples of H-polarized signals
and V-polarized signals, characterized, respectively, as H,(n)
and V,(n). In the illustrated example, N samples are captured
during three sampling periods during a time t,, during a time
t,, and during a time t,. Although three sampling periods are
shown in the illustrated implementation, two, four or more
sampling periods may be contemplated by the present dis-
closure. Each sampling period may have a duration of 2-10
microseconds, for example, and be separated by intervals of
0.05 to 0.2 seconds, for example. Where the sampling period
is 5 microseconds, and the interval between samples is 0.1
seconds for example, the method may start by capturing a
first set of N samples, at block 901, followed by capturing
a second set of N samples, approximately 0.1 seconds later,
at block 902, followed by capturing a third d set of N
samples, approximately 0.1 seconds later, at block 903.
[0055] A fast Fourier transform may be executed on each
sample H,(n) and V (n) in the first sample set, at block 904
and on each subsequent sample set (FFT process blocks for
subsequent sample sets omitted for clarity of illustration). A
frequency domain value of H,(K) and V(K) for the captured
samples of H-polarized signals and V-polarized signals,
resulting from the FFT transform, may be obtained for each
sample set, where K, in the illustrated example is a continu-
ous wave (CW) tone index. Next, the processor may deter-
mine a relationship between H/(K) and V (K). In the illus-
trated example, the relationship is a ratio, determined, for the
first sample set, at block 921. Other mathematical relation-
ships, for example a difference, may be contemplated, but in
the illustrated example, ratios A, B and C are determined for,
respectively, the first sample set, the second sample set and
the third sample set.

[0056] Referring now to FIG. 9B, the ratios A, B and C are
used to calculate three respective values of squared Euclid-
ian distances, d* ,; (block 931), d*;- (block 932), and d* -
(block 933) and three respective values of p (Rho), pz
(block 941), pp~ (block 942) and p, .~ (block 943). Each
calculated value of Rho will be between zero and one.
Values closer to one indicate little variation in sampled
values of Rx_H/Rx_V, thus a decreased likelihood of a
moving reflective object. Values closer to zero represent a
greater variation in sampled values of Rx_H/Rx_V, thus an
increased likelihood of a moving reflective object. Accord-
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ingly, the method may proceed, at block 950 with selecting
the smallest of p 5, Py, and p . At block 960 a signal to
noise (SNR) metric may be calculated, and, at block 970, the
processor may make a determination that motion has been
sensed if and only if the calculated SNR is less than a criteria
(the “sensing threshold”) that may be empirically deter-
mined. Having made the determination that motion has been
sensed, characteristics of the motion, including direction and
velocity may be obtained by comparing signals from two or
more receive antennas.

[0057] Thus, techniques for motion sensing using cross
coupling have been disclosed. It will be appreciated that a
number of alternative configurations and operating tech-
niques may be contemplated.

[0058] As used herein, a phrase referring to “at least one
of” a list of items refers to any combination of those items,
including single members. As an example, “at least one of:
a,b, or ¢” is intended to cover: a, b, ¢, a-b, a-c, b-c, and a-b-c.
[0059] The various illustrative logics, logical blocks, mod-
ules, circuits and algorithm processes described in connec-
tion with the implementations disclosed herein may be
implemented as electronic hardware, computer software, or
combinations of both. The interchangeability of hardware
and software has been described generally, in terms of
functionality, and illustrated in the various illustrative com-
ponents, blocks, modules, circuits and processes described
above. Whether such functionality is implemented in hard-
ware or software depends upon the particular application
and design constraints imposed on the overall system.
[0060] The hardware and data processing apparatus used
to implement the various illustrative logics, logical blocks,
modules and circuits described in connection with the
aspects disclosed herein may be implemented or performed
with a general purpose single- or multi-chip processor, a
digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific inte-
grated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array
(FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete gate or
transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions described
herein. A general purpose processor may be a microproces-
sor or any conventional processor, controller, microcon-
troller, or state machine. A processor also may be imple-
mented as a combination of computing devices, e.g., a
combination of a DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of
MICroprocessors, one or more Microprocessors in conjunc-
tion with a DSP core, or any other such configuration. In
some implementations, particular processes and methods
may be performed by circuitry that is specific to a given
function.

[0061] In one or more aspects, the functions described
may be implemented in hardware, digital electronic cir-
cuitry, computer software, firmware, including the structures
disclosed in this specification and their structural equivalents
thereof, or in any combination thereof. Implementations of
the subject matter described in this specification also may be
implemented as one or more computer programs, i.e., one or
more modules of computer program instructions, encoded
on a computer storage media for execution by or to control
the operation of data processing apparatus.

[0062] If implemented in software, the functions may be
stored on or transmitted over as one or more instructions or
code on a computer-readable medium, such as a non-
transitory medium. The processes of a method or algorithm
disclosed herein may be implemented in a processor-execut-
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able software module which may reside on a computer-
readable medium. Computer-readable media include both
computer storage media and communication media includ-
ing any medium that may be enabled to transfer a computer
program from one place to another. Storage media may be
any available media that may be accessed by a computer. By
way of example, and not limitation, non-transitory media
may include RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other
optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic
storage devices, or any other medium that may be used to
store desired program code in the form of instructions or
data structures and that may be accessed by a computer.
Also, any connection may be properly termed a computer-
readable medium. Disk and disc, as used herein, includes
compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile
disc (DVD), floppy disk, and blu-ray disc where disks
usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs reproduce
data optically with lasers. Combinations of the above should
also be included within the scope of computer-readable
media. Additionally, the operations of a method or algorithm
may reside as one or any combination or set of codes and
instructions on a machine readable medium and computer-
readable medium, which may be incorporated into a com-
puter program product.

[0063] Various modifications to the implementations
described in this disclosure may be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art, and the generic principles defined herein
may be applied to other implementations without departing
from the spirit or scope of this disclosure. Thus, the disclo-
sure is not intended to be limited to the implementations
shown herein, but is to be accorded the widest scope
consistent with the claims, the principles and the novel
features disclosed herein. The word “exemplary” is used
exclusively herein, if at all, to mean “serving as an example,
instance, or illustration.” Any implementation described
herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be construed as
preferred or advantageous over other implementations.

[0064] Certain features that are described in this specifi-
cation in the context of separate implementations also may
be implemented in combination in a single implementation.
Conversely, various features that are described in the context
of a single implementation also may be implemented in
multiple implementations separately or in any suitable sub-
combination. Moreover, although features may be described
above as acting in certain combinations and even initially
claimed as such, one or more features from a claimed
combination may in some cases be excised from the com-
bination, and the claimed combination may be directed to a
subcombination or variation of a subcombination.

[0065] Similarly, while operations are depicted in the
drawings in a particular order, this should not be understood
as requiring that such operations be performed in the par-
ticular order shown or in sequential order, or that all illus-
trated operations be performed to achieve desirable results.
Further, the drawings may schematically depict one more
example processes in the form of a flow diagram. However,
other operations that are not depicted may be incorporated in
the example processes that are schematically illustrated. For
example, one or more additional operations may be per-
formed before, after, simultaneously, or between any of the
illustrated operations. In certain circumstances, multitasking
and parallel processing may be advantageous. Moreover, the
separation of various system components in the implemen-
tations described above should not be understood as requir-
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ing such separation in all implementations, and it should be
understood that the described program components and
systems may generally be integrated together in a single
software product or packaged into multiple software prod-
ucts. Additionally, other implementations are within the
scope of the following claims. In some cases, the actions
recited in the claims may be performed in a different order
and still achieve desirable results.

[0066] It will be understood that unless features in any of
the particular described implementations are expressly iden-
tified as incompatible with one another or the surrounding
context implies that they are mutually exclusive and not
readily combinable in a complementary and/or supportive
sense, the totality of this disclosure contemplates and envi-
sions that specific features of those complementary imple-
mentations may be selectively combined to provide one or
more comprehensive, but slightly different, technical solu-
tions. It will therefore be further appreciated that the above
description has been given by way of example only and that
modifications in detail may be made within the scope of this
disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

performing one or both of gesture recognition and bio-

metric monitoring with an electronic device, the elec-
tronic device having a wireless communications capa-
bility using beamforming techniques and including a
plurality of millimeter wave antenna modules, each
module including at least one transmit antenna and at
least one receive antenna, operable in one or more
frequency ranges not less than 20 GHz, the receive
antenna coupled with a first branch configured to
receive H-polarized signals and a second branch con-
figured to receive V-polarized signals; wherein:

the performing one or both of gesture recognition and

biometric monitoring includes detecting a presence and
motion of a reflective object or anatomical feature by
determining a relationship between received H-polar-
ized signals and received V-polarized signals for two or
more receive antennas as a function of time.

2. The method of claim 1, whetein the antenna modules
are compatible with 5G wireless communications standards.

3. The method of claim 1, whetein the antenna modules
include one or both of patch and dipole antennas.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the reflective object is
one or more of a hand or other appendage of a user, or a hand
held object.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the motion of the
anatomical feature is related to one or both of respiration and
heartbeat and the biometric monitoring includes monitoring
one or both of the respiration and the heartbeat.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the performing one or
both of gesture recognition and biometric monitoring
includes transmitting a low power signal from the at least
one transmit antenna and the received H-polarized signals
and received V-polarized signals result from cross coupling
between the transmit antenna and the receive antenna.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein power of the low
power signal is not greater than 5 milliwatts.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the low power signal
is synchronized to occur only within random access channel
slots.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the low power signal
is transmitted at a duty cycle of less than 0.01%.
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10. The method of claim 9, wherein the low power signal
is periodically transmitted during intervals approximately
100 msec apart, each interval having a duration of less than
10 microseconds.

11. An apparatus comprising:

processor and an electronic device having a wireless

communications capability using beamforming tech-
niques and including a plurality of millimeter wave
antenna modules, each module including at least one
transmit antenna and at least one receive antenna,
operable in one or more frequency ranges not less than
20 GHz, the receive antenna coupled with a first branch
configured to receive H-polarized signals and a second
branch configured to receive V-polarized signals; and
the processor configured to perform one or both of gesture
recognition and biometric monitoring with the elec-
tronic device by detecting a presence and motion of a
reflective object or anatomical feature by determining a
relationship of received H-polarized signals and
received V-polarized signals as a function of time.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the antenna
modules are compatible with 5G wireless communications
standards.

13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the antenna
modules include one or both of patch and dipole antennas.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the reflective
object is one or more of a hand or other appendage of a user,
or a hand held object.

15. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the motion of the
anatomical feature is related to one or both of respiration and
heartbeat and the biometric monitoring includes monitoring
one or both of the respiration and the heartbeat.

16. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the received
H-polarized signals and received V-polarized signals result
from cross coupling, of a low power signal transmitted from
the at least one transmit antenna, between the transmit
antenna and the receive antenna.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein power of the low
power signal is not greater than 5 milliwatts.

18. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the low power
signal is synchronized to occur only within random access
channel slots.

19. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the low power
signal is transmitted at a duty cycle of less than 0.01%.

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the low power
signal is periodically transmitted during intervals approxi-
mately 100 msec apart, each interval having a duration of
less than 10 microseconds.

21. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing
program code to be executed by a processor, the program
code comprising instructions configured to cause the pro-
cessor to:

perform one or both of gesture recognition and biometric

monitoring with an electronic device, the electronic
device having a wireless communications capability
using beamforming techniques and including a plural-
ity of millimeter wave antenna modules, each module
including at least one transmit antenna and at least one
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receive antenna, operable in one or more frequency
ranges not less than 20 GHz, the receive antenna
coupled with a first branch configured to receive H-po-
larized signals and a second branch configured to
receive V-polarized signals; wherein:

the processor detects a presence and motion of a reflective

object or anatomical feature by determining a relation-
ship of received H-polarized signals and received V-po-
larized signals for two or more receive antennas as a
function of time.

22. The computer readable medium of claim 21, wherein
the reflective object is one or more of a hand or other
appendage of a user, or a hand held object.

23. The computer readable medium of claim 21, wherein
the motion of the anatomical feature is related to one or both
of respiration and heartbeat and the biometric monitoring
includes monitoring one or both of the respiration and the
heartbeat.

24. The computer readable medium of claim 21, wherein
the received H-polarized signals and received V-polarized
signals result from cross coupling, of a low power signal
transmitted from the at least one transmit antenna, between
the transmit antenna and the receive antenna.

25. The computer readable medium of claim 24, wherein
power of the low power signal is not greater than 5 milli-
waltts.

26. The computer readable medium of claim 24, wherein
the low power signal is transmitted at a duty cycle of less
than 0.01%.

27. The computer readable medium of claim 24, wherein
the low power signal is synchronized to occur only within
random access channel slots.

28. An apparatus comprising;

an electronic device having a wireless communications

capability using beamforming techniques and including
a plurality of millimeter wave antenna modules, each
module including at least one transmit antenna and at
least one receive antenna, operable in one or more
frequency ranges not less than 20 GHz, the receive
antenna coupled with a first branch configured to
receive H-polarized signals and a second branch con-
figured to receive V-polarized signals; and

means for performing one or both of gesture recognition

and biometric monitoring with the electronic device by
detecting a presence and motion of a reflective object or
anatomical feature by determining a relationship of
received H-polarized signals and received V-polarized
signals as a function of time.

29. The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the received
H-polarized signals and received V-polarized signals result
from cross coupling, of a low power signal transmitted from
the at least one transmit antenna, between the transmit
antenna and the receive antenna.

30. The apparatus of claim 29, wherein power of the low
power signal is not greater than 5 milliwatts and the low
power signal is synchronized to occur only within random
access channel slots.
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