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INTEGRATED SENSOR NETWORK
METHODS AND SYSTEMS

CROSS-REFERENCE AND PRIORITY CLAIM
TO RELATED PATENT APPLICATIONS

[0001] This patent application is a continuation of (i) U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 16/251,478, filed Jan. 18, 2019,
and entitled “Integrated Sensor Network Methods and Sys-
tems,” which is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 12/791,628, filed Jun. 1, 2010, and entitled “Integrated
Sensor Network Methods and Systems”, now U.S. Pat. No.

, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application Ser. No. 61/217,623, filed Jun. 1, 2009, and
entitled “Monitoring System for Eldercare”, and (ii) U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/791,628, filed Jun. 1, 2010,
and entitled “Integrated Sensor Network Methods and Sys-
tems”, now U.S. Pat. No. , which claims priority to
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/217,623,
filed Jun. 1, 2009, and entitled “Monitoring System for
Eldercare”, the entire disclosures of which are herein incor-
porated by reference.

GRANT STATEMENT

[0002] This invention was made with government support
under Grant No. 1IS-0428420 and, Grant No. 90AM3013
awarded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, and Grant
No. 1R21NR011197-01 awarded by the National Institute of
Health. The government has certain rights in the invention.

FIELD

[0003] This application relates to methods and systems for
sensor networks, and more specifically to methods and
systems for integrated sensor networks.

BACKGROUND

[0004] Countries on multiple continents are experiencing
an aging population. The number of older adults is growing
dramatically. With this demographic shift, there is a desire to
keep older adults healthy, functionally able, and living
independently, in part because this provides a better quality
of life, and in part because the aging population will stress
current facilities and resources designed to care for elders.
Challenges exist in keeping people healthy and functionally
able as they age.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] FIGS. 1 and 2 are block diagrams of example
systems, according to example embodiments;

[0006] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an example operator
device that may be deployed within the system of FIG. 1,
according to an example embodiment;

[0007] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an example provider
device that may be deployed within the system of FIG. 1,
according to an example embodiment;

[0008] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an example sensor
processing subsystem that may be deployed within the
operator device of FIG. 3 or the provider device of FIG. 4,
according to an example embodiment;

[0009] FIGS. 6-8 are block diagrams of flowcharts illus-
trating methods for sensor processing, according to example
embodiments;

Jun. 6, 2019

[0010] FIGS. 9 and 10 are block diagrams of flowcharts
illustrating methods for display generation, according to
example embodiments;

[0011] FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a flowchart illustrat-
ing a method for determining dis-similarity of density maps,
according to an example embodiment;

[0012] FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a flowchart illustrat-
ing a method for performing cluster analysis, according to an
example embodiment;

[0013] FIGS. 13-27 are diagrams, according to example
embodiments; and

[0014] FIG. 28 is a block diagram of a machine in the
example form of a computer system within which a set of
instructions for causing the machine to perform any one or
more of the methodologies discussed herein may be
executed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] Example methods and systems for an integrated
sensor network are described. In the following description,
for purposes of explanation, numerous specific details are
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of
example embodiments. It will be evident, however, to one of
ordinary skill in the art that embodiments of the invention
may be practiced without these specific details.

[0016] Most adults would prefer to remain as active as
possible and to live independently in unrestricted environ-
ments as they age. However, because chronic illness and
declining health affect most people as they get older, place-
ment in more restricted housing environments like assisted
living or nursing homes is fairly common. The reason this
sort of placement occurs is because health assessments and
medical care have traditionally required face to face meet-
ings.

[0017] One alternative consideration for monitoring older
adults includes the use of smart sensor technologies as part
of an integrated sensor network that detects activity levels
around them and electronically sends the activity data to a
central repository. Through web technologies, data can be
accessed and viewed by health care providers, families or
others interested in the health of the older person being
monitored.

[0018] The integrated sensor network includes simple
motion sensors, a stove sensor, video sensors, and a bed
sensor that captures sleep restlessness and pulse and respi-
ration levels. Patterns in the sensor data may represent
physical and cognitive health conditions. Recognition may
be performed when activity patterns begin to deviate from
the norm. Performing the recognition may enable early
detection of potential problems that may lead to serious
health events if left unattended.

[0019] FIG. 1 illustrates an example system 100 in which
an integrated sensor network may be used. The system 100
is an example platform in which one or more embodiments
of the methods may be used. However, the integrated sensor
network may also be used on other platforms.

[0020] An operator may use the integrated sensor network
by using the operator device 102. The integrated sensor
network may be used by a person residing in a living unit.
The operator device 102 may be located in the living unit,
outside of the living unit but in a living unit community, or
alocation outside of the living unit community. Examples of
operators include clinicians, researchers, and the like.
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[0021] The operator may use the operator device 102 as a
stand-alone device to use the integrated sensor network, or
may use the operator device 102 in combination with a
provider device 106 available over a network 104. In some
embodiments, the provider device 106 is also under the
control of the operator but at a location outside of the living
unit community.

[0022] The operator device 102 may be in a client-server
relationship with the provider device 106, a peer-to-peer
relationship with the provider device 106, or in a different
type of relationship with the provider device 106. In one
embodiment, the client-server relationship may include a
thin client on the operator device 102. In another embodi-
ment, the client-server relationship may include a thick
client on the operator device 102.

[0023] The network 104 over which the operator device
102 and the provider device 106 may communicate include,
by way of example, a Mobile Communications (GSM)
network, a code division multiple access (CDMA) network,
3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), an Internet
Protocol (IP) network, a Wireless Application Protocol
(WAP) network, a WiFi network, or an IEEE 802.11 stan-
dards network, as well as various combinations thereof.
Other conventional and/or later developed wired and wire-
less networks may also be used.

[0024] In one embodiment, the provider device 106 is a
single device. In one embodiment, the provider device 106
may include multiple computer systems. For example, the
provider device 106 may include multiple computer systems
in a cloud computing configuration.

[0025] Multiple sensors 108 forming a sensor network are
included in the system 100 to obtain sensor data 112.
Examples of sensors 108 include motion sensors, a bed
sensor, and a stove sensor. In general, the multiple sensors
108 are passive, nonwearable sensors.

[0026] The operator device 102, the provider device 106,
or both may communicate with a database 110. The database
110 may contain sensor data 112, health data 114, and
generated data 116.

[0027] The sensor data 112 may be received from the
sensors 108 or otherwise accessed (e.g., indirectly accessed
by the provider 106 from the operator device 102). The
health data 114 includes health related information about
people. In general, the health data 114 is for the people
associated with a particular doctor, healthcare organization,
and/or living unit community. The generated data 116
includes information received and stored based on use of the
integrated network.

[0028] FIG. 2 illustrates an example system 200, accord-
ing to an example embodiment. The system 200 is a specific
example of the system 100. As shown in the system 200, the
sensor data 112 is received by the operator device 102 from
the sensors 108 and stored in a database 202. The operator
device 102 is a logging device that simply collects the sensor
data 112 and does not regularly receive input from the
person, the operator, or otherwise.

[0029] The operator device 102 transmits the sensor data
112 to the provider device 106 for storage in the database
110 on a regular basis. The sensor data 112 may be trans-
mitted, hourly, daily, weekly, or at other greater or lesser
time increments. The provider device 106 of the system 200
may include multiple provider devices including client pro-
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vider devices and server provider devices. The operator may
communicate with a server provider device through a user
interface or otherwise.

[0030] FIG. 3 illustrates an example operator device 102
that may be deployed in the system 100 (see FIG. 1), or
otherwise deployed in another system. The operator device
102 is shown to include a signal processing subsystem 302
to enable use of the integrated sensor network.

[0031] FIG. 4 illustrates an example provider device 106
that may be deployed in the system 100 (see FIG. 1), or
otherwise deployed in another system. The provider device
106 is shown to include a signal processing subsystem 302
to enable use of the integrated sensor network.

[0032] In one embodiment, the functionality that enables
use of the integrated sensor network voxel model resides
solely on the sensor processing subsystem 302 deployed in
the operator device 102. In another embodiment, the func-
tionality resides solely on the sensor processing subsystem
302 deployed in the provider device 106. In another embodi-
ment, the functionality is partially performed on the sensor
processing subsystem 302 deployed in the operator device
102 and partially performed on the sensor processing sub-
system 302 deployed in the provider device 106. The
functionality may otherwise be distributed among the opera-
tor device 102, the provider device 106, or another device.
[0033] FIG. 5 illustrates an example sensor processing
subsystem 302 that may be deployed in the operator device
102, the provider device 106, or otherwise deployed in
another system. One or more modules are included in the
sensor processing subsystem 302 to process the sensor data
112. The modules of the signal processing subsystem 302
that may be included are a sensor data module 502, an
activity pattern identification module 504, a deviation mod-
ule 506, an alert module 508, a health data module 510, a
parameter calculation module 512, a feedback module 514,
a correlation module 516, a change determination module
518, a display generation module 520, a density module 522,
and/or a clustering module 524. Other modules may also be
included. In various embodiments, the modules may be
distributed so that some of the modules may be deployed in
the operator device 102 and some of the modules may be
deployed in the provider device 106. In one particular
embodiment, the signal processing subsystem 302 includes
a processor, memory coupled to the processor, and a number
of the aforementioned modules deployed in the memory and
executed by the processor.

[0034] The sensor data module 502 accesses the sensor
data 112. The sensor data 112 may be associated with motion
sensors deployed in a living unit, a bed sensor deployed in
a living unit, a stove sensor deployed in the living unit, other
environmentally-mounted, nonwearable sensors, or combi-
nations thereof In general, the sensors 108 are passive,
non-wearable sensors. The sensor data 112 accessed by the
sensor data module 502 may be for a time period.

[0035] In some embodiments, the living unit is an apart-
ment. In other embodiments, the living unit is a house.
[0036] The activity pattern identification module 504
identifies an activity pattern for the time period based on at
least a portion of the sensor data 112 accessed by the sensor
data module 502. In some embodiments, the activity pattern
represents a physical and cognitive health condition of a
person living in the living unit. In one embodiment, activity
pattern includes a single feature. In another embodiment, the
activity pattern includes multiple features.
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[0037] Insome embodiments, the sensor data module 502
identifies at least a portion of the sensor data 112 associated
with the time period as being associated with the person.
Identification of the activity pattern for the first time period
is based on at least the portion of the sensor data 112
associated with the first time period associated with the
person.

[0038] Insome embodiments, the sensor data module 502
accesses additional sensor data 112 for an additional time
period that occurs after a first time period. The deviation
module 506 may then determine whether a deviation of the
activity pattern of the first time period has occurred for the
additional time period. The alert module 508 generates an
alert based on a determination that the derivation has
occurred.

[0039] In some embodiments, the alert module 508 trans-
mits the alert. In some embodiments, the alert module 508
stores the alert. The alert module 508 may otherwise use or
process the alert.

[0040] In some embodiments, event listeners (the observ-
ers) register with an event provider associated with the alert
module 508 to be notified of sensor events (the changes).
The event provider may suppott a filtering operation. That is,
a template for the sensor events can be specified so that
event listeners are only notified if a sensor event matches the
template.

[0041] The alert module 508 provides a cohesive yet
flexible mechanism for incorporating different types of alert
conditions. State machines may be used by alert providers to
model alert specifications. As sensor events are observed, an
alert model associated with the alert module 508 may
transition to a new state and, if warranted, will generate an
alert condition.

[0042] Timers may be included for state transitions. The
state machine generalization supports simple one-sensor
alerts as well as alerts that involve more complex interac-
tions among multiple sensors. The alert module 508 easily
accepts inputs from multiple sources. Sensor events may be
replayed from the database 110 through the use of the
generated data 116, to facilitate testing of alert algorithms.
Alerts may be sent to different output streams, including a
pager system for immediate alerts as well as emailed alerts
for daily summaries.

[0043] In some embodiments, the activity pattern identi-
fication module 504 identifies the activity pattern for the
second time period based on access of the additional sensor
data 112 associated with the second time period. The deter-
mination of whether the deviation has occurred by the
deviation module 506 may then include determining
whether the deviation of the activity pattern of the second
time period from the activity pattern of the first time period
exceeds a threshold.

[0044] In some embodiments, the health data module 510
analyzes health data associated with the person. Generation
of the alert by the alert module 508 may be based on when
the activity pattern of the second time period from the
activity pattern of the first time period exceeds the threshold
and analysis of the health data 114.

[0045] In some embodiments, the parameter calculation
module 512 calculates statistical parameters of at least a
portion of the sensor data 112 for the time period. A
determination of whether the deviation has occurred by the
deviation module 506 may then include determining
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whether at least a portion of the additional sensor data 112
for the additional time period is outside of a threshold based
on the statistical parameters.

[0046] The alert generated by the alert module 508 may be
a hits-based alert. In one embodiment, the activity pattern
for the time period is based on total number of sensor hits of
a sensor 108 during a day of the time period.

[0047] The alert generated by the alert module 508 may be
a time-based alert. In one embodiment, the activity pattern
for the time period is based on total time that the sensor 108
fired during a particular day of the time period.

[0048] In some embodiments, the alert module 508 trans-
mits the alert including a link to a web interface. In one
embodiment, the web interface includes the sensor data 112
of the second time period in the context of the sensor data
112 of the first time period.

[0049] The feedback module 514 may be deployed in the
sensor processing subsystem 302 to receive and process
feedback, requests, selections, or the like.

[0050] In some embodiments, the feedback module 514
receives a feedback response to the alert. The feedback
response includes feedback regarding clinical relevance of
the alert. The feedback module 514 may then take action
based on receipt of the feedback response.

[0051] In one embodiment, the action includes adjusting
the threshold based on the receipt of the feedback response.
In one embodiment, the action includes recording ignored
indicia for the person based on the receipt of the feedback
response. The ignored indicia may be associated with a
feature of the alert.

[0052] In some embodiments, the sensor processing sub-
system 302 includes the correlation module 516 and the
change determination module 518 to predict changes in a
health condition. The health condition may be a physical
condition, a mental condition, or a physical and a mental
condition. In one embodiment, the health condition is pulse
pressure. Pulse pressure may be the difference between
systolic blood pressure (SBP) and the diastolic blood pres-
sure (DBP).

[0053] By way of example, the sensor data module 502
accesses the sensor data 112 associated with a person and the
health module data module 510 accessing the health data
114 of the person for a first time period. The correlation
module 516 then correlates the health data to at least a
portion of the sensor data 112 for the first time period. The
sensor data module 502 accesses additional sensor data 112
for a second time period.

[0054] The changer determination module 518 then deter-
mines whether a change in a health condition of the person
has occurred based on the additional sensor data 112 and
correlation of the health condition data to at least the portion
of the sensor data 112 for the first time period. The alert
module 508 may generate an alert when a determination is
made that the change in the health condition has occurred.

[0055] The display generation module 520 generates a
display. In some embodiments, the alert module 508 gener-
ates the alert and the display generation module 520 genet-
ates a display based the alert.

[0056] In some embodiments, the sensor data module 502
accesses the sensor data 112 and the display generation
module 520 generates a display based on the sensor data
112. In one embodiment, the sensor data 112 is grouped on
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the display based on multiple categories. The categories may
include, by way of example, motion, pulse, breathing, and
bed restlessness.

[0057] In some embodiments, the feedback module 514
receives a selection of a person and a date range. The sensor
data module 502 may then access the sensor data 112 based
on receipt of the selection.

[0058] A user may interface with the sensor processing
subsystem 302 to zoom in or zoom out on the display. In
some embodiments, the feedback module 514 receives a
time interval modification request. The display generation
module 520 may then generate a display based on access of
the sensor data 112 associated with the time period and
receipt of the time interval modification request.

[0059] In some embodiments, the feedback module 514
receives a time increment modification request. The display
generation module 520 may then generate the display based
on access of the sensor data 112 associated with the time
period and receipt of the time increment modification
request.

[0060] The density module 522 determines an away-from-
home time period for a person associated with the living unit
during the time period. The generation of the display by the
display generation module 520 then generates the display
based on access of the sensor data 112 and a determination
of the away-from-home time period.

[0061] In some embodiments, a determination of the
away-from home time period by the density module 522
includes analyzing the sensor data 112 to determine whether
a living unit departure sensor sequence and a living unit
return sensor sequence has occurred and calculating a time
difference between occurrence of the living unit departure
sensor sequence and occurrence of the living unit return
sensor sequence.

[0062] In one embodiment, analyzing the sensor data 112
includes applying fuzzy logic to at least a portion of the
sensor data 112 to determine whether a living unit departure
sensor sequence and a living unit return sensor sequence has
occurred.

[0063] In some embodiments, the density module 522
computes a number of motion sensor hits for multiple hours.
A sensor hit is associated with a motion sensor. The density
module 522 may then calculate density for the multiple
hours. The generation of the display by the display genera-
tion module 520 may then be based on calculation of the
density.

[0064] In one embodiment, the display generation module
520 selects color mappings and then generates the display
based on the selection of color mappings. In general, a color
mapping has a color based on the density and is associated
with a position on a display based on the hour and day.
[0065] Dis-similarity between density maps may be com-
puted by use of the density module 522. In some embodi-
ments, the density module 522 accesses a first density map
and a second density map, the first density map having a first
color mappings, the second density map having a second
color mappings, computes a dis-similarity between the first
density map and the second density map based on a textual
feature of the first density map and the second density map,
and generates a computational result based on computing the
dis-similarity. Textual features may include, by way of
example, spatial, frequency, and perceptual properties. The
display generation module 520 may then generate a display
based on computation of the dis-similarity. The density
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module 520 may transmit a notification based on computa-
tion of the dis-similarity, storing the computational result, or
both.

[0066] Clustering may be performed by the clustering
module 524 to analyze the sensor data 112 based on clusters.
In some embodiments, the clustering module 524 generates
feature clusters for a time period. A feature cluster is
associated with multiple feature vectors, wherein a feature
vector is associated with the sensor data 112 from at least
some of motion sensors and/or a bed sensor. The sensor data
module 502 accesses additional sensor data 112 associated a
feature for a different time period. The clustering module
524 may then determine whether the additional sensor data
112 falls within the feature clusters or belongs in a new
cluster.

[0067] Based on a result of the determination, the cluster-
ing module 524 generates a notification. The notification
may be a cluster addition notification based on a determi-
nation that the additional sensor data 112 falls within the
feature clusters. The notification may be a new cluster
notification based on a determination that the additional
sensor data 112 belongs in the new cluster.

[0068] FIG. 6 illustrates a method 600 for sensor process-
ing according to an example embodiment. The method 600
may be performed by the operator device 102 or the pro-
cessor device 106 of the system 100 (see FIG. 1), or may be
otherwise performed.

[0069] At block 602, the sensor data 112 is accessed from
the motion sensors and the bed sensor deployed in a living
unit for a first time period. In general, the deployed sensors
are passive, non-wearable sensors.

[0070] At least a portion of the sensor data 112 associated
with the first time period may be identified as being asso-
ciated with the person at block 604.

[0071] An activity pattern is identified for the first time
period at block 606 based on at least a portion of sensor data
112 associated with the first time period. In one embodi-
ment, the activity pattern represents a physical and cognitive
health condition of a person residing in the living unit. In
some embodiments, identification of the activity pattern for
the first time period is based on at least the portion of sensor
data 112 associated with the first time period associated with
the person.

[0072] At block 608, additional sensor data 112 is
accessed from the motion sensors and the bed sensor
deployed in the living unit for a second time period. The
second time period occurs after the first time period. In some
embodiments, the first period of time has a same time
duration as the second period of time.

[0073] In one embodiment, the first time period is for a
period of fourteen consecutive days and the second time
period is for a period of a single day. Different periods of
time may be used for the first time period and the second
time period.

[0074] In some embodiments, the operations performed at
block 602 including accessing the sensor data 112 from a
stove sensor deployed in the living unit and the operations
performed at block 608 include accessing the additional
sensor data 112 from the stove sensor deployed in the living
unit.

[0075] A determination of whether a deviation of the
activity pattern of the first time period has occurred for the
second time period is performed at block 610. In some
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embodiments, the activity pattern includes multiple features
and the deviation is associated with a feature of the multiple
features.

[0076] In some embodiments, the activity pattern for the
second time period is identified based on access of the
additional sensor data 112 associated with the second time
period. The determination performed at block 610 may then
include determining whether the deviation of the activity
pattern of the second time period from the activity pattern of
the first time period exceeds a threshold.

[0077] The health data 114 associated with the person may
be analyzed at block 612, while an alert is generated at block
614. In some embodiments, the alert is generated based on
a determination that the derivation has occurred. In some
embodiment, the alert is generated based on when the
activity pattern of the second time period from the activity
pattern of the first time period exceeds the threshold and
analysis of the health data 114. In some embodiments, the
alert is transmitted, while in some embodiments the alert is
stored.

[0078] FIG. 7 illustrates a method 700 for sensor process-
ing according to an example embodiment. The method 70
may be performed by the operator device 102 or the pro-
cessor device 106 of the system 100 (see FIG. 1), or may be
otherwise performed.

[0079] At block 702, the sensor data 112 is accessed from
motion sensors and a bed sensor deployed in a living unit for
a first time period.

[0080] An activity pattern for the first time period is
identified at block 704 based on at least a portion of the
sensor data 112 associated with the first time period. In some
embodiments, the activity pattern represents a physical and
cognitive health condition of a person residing in the living
unit. In one embodiment, the activity pattern includes a
single feature. In another embodiment, the activity pattern
includes multiple features.

[0081] At block 706, additional sensor data 112 is
accessed from the motion sensors and the bed sensor
deployed in the living unit for a second time period. The
second time period occurs after the first time period.
[0082] Statistical parameters of at least a portion of the
sensor data 112 for the first time period are calculated at
block 708.

[0083] A determination of whether a deviation of the
activity pattern of the first time period has occurred for the
second time period is performed at block 710. In some
embodiments, the determination includes determining
whether at least a portion of the additional sensor data 112
for the second time period is outside of a threshold. In
general, the threshold is based on the statistical parameters.
[0084] An alert is generated at block 712 based on a
determination that the derivation has occurred. In some
embodiments, the alert is a hits-based alert. The activity
pattern for the first time period may then be based on total
number of sensor hits of a particular sensor 108 during a
particular day of the first time period. In some embodiments,
the alert is a time-based alert. The activity pattern for the first
time period may then be based on total time that a particular
sensor 108 fired during a particular day of the first time
period.

[0085] In some embodiments, the alert generated may be
adapted or customized based on received feedback.

[0086] The alert including a link to a web interface may be
transmitted at block 714. The web interface may include the
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sensor data 112 of the second time period in the context of
the sensor data 112 of the first time period.

[0087] A feedback response may be received to the alert at
block 716. The feedback response includes feedback regard-
ing clinical relevance of the alert.

[0088] An action may be taken at block 718 based on
receipt of the feedback response. In some embodiments,
taking the action may include adjusting the threshold based
on the receipt of the feedback response. In some embodi-
ments, taking the action may include recording ignored
indicia for the person based on the receipt of the feedback
response. The ignored indicia may be associated with a
feature of the alert.

[0089] FIG. 8illustrates a method 800 for sensor process-
ing according to an example embodiment. The method 800
may be performed by the operator device 102 or the pro-
cessor device 106 of the system 100 (see FIG. 1), or may be
otherwise performed.

[0090] The health data 114 of a person for a first time
period is accessed at block 802.

[0091] The sensor data 112 from motion sensors and a bed
sensor deployed in a living unit for the first time period is
accessed at block 804.

[0092] The health data is correlated to at least a portion of
the sensor data 112 for the first time period at block 806.
[0093] Additional sensor data 112 is accessed at block 808
from the motion sensors and the bed sensor deployed in the
living unit for a second time period. The second time period
generally occurs after the first time period.

[0094] At block 810, a determination of whether a change
in a health condition of the person has occurred is made
based on the additional sensor data 112 and correlation of the
health data 114 to at least the portion of the sensor data 112
for the first time period.

[0095] An alert may be generated at block 812 when a
determination is made that the change in the health condition
has occurred.

[0096] FIG. 9 illustrates a method 900 for display genera-
tion according to an example embodiment. The method 900
may be performed by the operator device 102 or the pro-
cessor device 106 of the system 100 (see FIG. 1), or may be
otherwise performed.

[0097] A selection of a person and/or a date range may be
received at block 902.

[0098] The sensor data 112 is accessed from motion
sensors and a bed sensor deployed in a living unit for a time
period at block 904. In some embodiments, the access of the
sensor data 112 from the motion sensors and the bed sensor
for the time period is based on receipt of the selection.
[0099] A request may be received at block 906. In some
embodiments, the request is a time interval modification
request. In some embodiments, the request is a time incre-
ment modification request.

[0100] A display is generated at block 908 based on access
of the sensor data 112 associated with the time period. In
some embodiments, the sensor data 112 is grouped on the
display based on multiple categories. For example, the
categories may include motion, pulse, breathing, and rest-
lessness.

[0101] In some embodiments, generation of the display is
based on access of the sensor data 112 associated with the
time period and receipt of the time interval modification
request. In some embodiments, generation of the display is
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based on access of the sensor data 112 associated with the
time period and receipt of the time increment modification
request.

[0102] FIG. 10 illustrates a method 1000 for display
generation according to an example embodiment. The
method 1000 may be performed by the operator device 102
or the processor device 106 of the system 100 (see FIG. 1),
or may be otherwise performed.

[0103] A selection of a person and/or a date range may be
received at block 1002.

[0104] The sensor data 112 is accessed from motion
sensors and a bed sensor deployed in a living unit for a time
period at block 1004. In some embodiments, the access of
the sensor data 112 from the motion sensors and the bed
sensor for the time period is based on receipt of the selection.
[0105] A determination of an away-from-home time
period for a person associated with the living unit during the
time period is made at block 1006. In some embodiments,
the determination of the away-from-home time period
includes analyzing the sensor data 112 to determine whether
a living unit departure sensor sequence and a living unit
return sensor sequence has occurred and calculating a time
difference between occurrence of the living unit departure
sensor sequence and occurrence of the living unit return
sensor sequence. The away-from home time period may then
be based on the time difference.

[0106] In one embodiment, analyzing the sensor data 112
includes applying fuzzy logic to at least a portion of the
sensor data 112 to determine whether a living unit departure
sensor sequence and a living unit return sensor sequence has
occurred.

[0107] A number of motion sensor hits for multiple hours
of the time period may be computed at block 1008. A single
motion sensor hit is associated with a single motion sensor
of the plurality of motion sensors.

[0108] A density for the hours may be calculated at block
1010. The density for an hour may be based on the number
of motion sensor hits during the hour and the determination
of the away-from-home time period.

[0109] A display is generated at block 1012 based on
access of the sensor data 112 associated with the time period
and a determination of the away-from-home time period. In
some embodiments, generation of the display is based on
calculation of the density.

[0110] In some embodiments, generation of the display
includes selecting a color mappings and generating the
display based on selection of the color mappings. In general,
a color mapping has a color based on the density and is
associated with a position based on an hour of a day.
[0111] FIG. 11 illustrates a method 1100 for determining
dis-similarity of density maps according to an example
embodiment. The method 1100 may be performed by the
operator device 102 or the processor device 106 of the
system 100 (see FIG. 1), or may be otherwise performed.
[0112] A dis-similarity measure based on texture features
may be used for comparing density maps and automatically
determining changes in activity patterns. The dis-similarity
between two density maps may be computed to aid care-
givers in evaluating changes of residents. The texture fea-
tures may be used evaluate the dis-similarity of density maps
by capturing spatial, frequency, and perceptual properties
such as periodicity, coarseness, and complexity. Texture
features may be extracted using the co-occurrence distribu-
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tion (e.g., the gray-level co-occurrence statistical method
using the density values directly).

[0113] In some embodiments, the density maps need not
have the color mapping to determine the dis-similarity.

[0114] A first density map and a second density map are
accessed at block 1102. The first density map has first color
mappings. The second density map has second color map-
pings. In general, a color mapping has a color based on
density and is associated with a position based on an hour of
a day. In some embodiments, the density is based on a
number of motion sensor hits during the hour and a deter-
mination of the away-from-home time period.

[0115] A dis-similarity between the first density map and
the second density map is computed at block 1104 based on
a textual feature of the first density map and the second
density map. Examples of textual features include spatial,
frequency, and perceptual properties. The computation may
be performed based on a single textual feature or multiple
textual features.

[0116] An angular second moment feature (ASM) may
measure homogeneity of the image. The contrast feature
may measure the amount of local variations in an image. The
inverse difference moment may also measure image homo-
geneity. Entropy may measure the disorder. Other non-
textual features may also be used to discriminate the dis-
similarity of density maps. For example, average motion
density per hour and average time away from the living unit
per day may be used during the computation performed at
block 1104.

[0117] The dis-similarity of two different density maps, in
some embodiments, is represented by a number that is
computed in feature space as the distance from one map to
another.

[0118] A computational result is generated at block 1106
based on computing the dis-similarity.

[0119] A display may be generated at block 1108 based on
computation of the dis-similarity. In some embodiments, a
notification based on computation of the dis-similarity may
be transmitted. In some embodiments, the computational
result may be stored.

[0120] FIG. 12 illustrates a method 1200 for performing
cluster analysis according to an example embodiment. The
method 1200 may be performed by the operator device 102
or the processor device 106 of the system 100 (see FIG. 1),
or may be otherwise performed.

[0121] Feature clusters are generated for a time period at
block 1202. The time period includes multiple days. A
feature cluster is associated with a multiple feature vectors.
A feature vector is associated with the sensor data 112 from
at least some of the motion sensors and/or a bed sensor
deployed in a living unit.

[0122] Additional sensor data 112 associated with a par-
ticular feature for a different time period is accessed at block
1204.

[0123] A determination of whether the additional sensor
data 112 falls within the feature clusters or belongs in a new
cluster is made at block 1206.

[0124] A notification is generated at block 1208 based on
a result of a determination.

[0125] In some embodiments, a cluster addition notifica-
tion is generated based on a determination that the additional
sensor data 112 falls within the feature clusters. In some
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embodiments, a new cluster notification is generated based
on a determination that the additional sensor data 112
belongs in the new cluster.

[0126] FIG. 13 is a diagram 1300 of a user interface,
according to an example embodiment. The user interface
shows motion sensor data for multiple sensors over a period
of fourteen days.

[0127] FIG. 14 is a diagram 1400 of a user interface,
according to an example embodiment. The user interface
shows motion sensor data over a period of twenty eight days.
The diagram 1400 is a “zoomed out” version of the diagram
1300 (see FIG. 13).

[0128] FIG. 15 is a diagram 1500 of a user interface,
according to an example embodiment. The user interface
shows motion sensor data over a period of a day. The
diagram 1500 is a “zoomed in” version of the diagram 1300
(see FIG. 13).

[0129] FIG. 16 is a diagram 1600 of a user interface,
according to an example embodiment. The user interface
shows motion sensor data for a single sensor over a period
of fourteen days.

[0130] FIG. 17 is a diagram 1700 of an example alert,
according to an example embodiment. The alert shown the
diagram 1700 may be transmitted as an e-mail or otherwise
transmitted. The alert is shown to include links to a user
interface associated with sensors. The links included in the
diagram are a link to a bathroom sensor, a kitchen sensor,
and a living room sensor. In the example alert shown in the
diagram 1700, links are also included to feedback web pages
to capture a user’s rating of the significance of the alert.
[0131] FIG. 18 is a diagram 1800 of a user interface,
according to an example embodiment. The diagram 1800
shows a user interface that may be presented based on
selection of a link included in an alert of the diagram 1700.
[0132] As shown in the diagram 1800, a resident ID, a
time period including starting date, starting hour, ending
date, and ending hour, a time interval, and an increment
selections may be available for customization. The operator
may modify default selections and then press a submit
button.

[0133] FIG. 19 is a diagram 1900 of a user interface,
according to an example embodiment. The diagram 1900
shows sensor firing data for a fourteen day period. The
diagram 1900 may be presented based on selection of a
submit button from the diagram 1800.

[0134] FIG. 20 is a diagram 2000 of a user interface,
according to an example embodiment. The diagram enables
an operator to provide alert feedback. The operator may
include a rating of the significance of the alert, thoughts
about the alert (e.g., not enough of a change and not a good
parameter), and comments through the user interface. Other
or different feedback may be collected. The operator may
also designate the perspective (e.g.. classification) of the
operator submitting the feedback.

[0135] In some embodiments, the user interface shown in
the diagram 2000 may be used to provide adaptive, cus-
tomizable alerts by adjusting the sensor parameters and
thresholds, based on the alert feedback ratings.

[0136] FIGS. 21-23 are diagrams 2100-2300 of density
maps, according to an example embodiment. While the
diagrams 2100-2300 are shown in this document in black
and white, the displays associated with the diagrams 2100-
2300 are typically generated in color based on color map-

pings.
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[0137] The diagram 2100 is a density map of a person with
a sedentary lifestyle pattern for one month. The diagram
2200 is a density map of a person with an active lifestyle
pattern for one month. The diagram 2300 is a density map
of a person with an irregular lifestyle pattern showing a
cognitive problem for one month.

[0138] By monitoring the motion density maps over time,
health care providers in some embodiments may identify a
typical pattern of activity for an individual and watch for
changes in the pattern

[0139] FIG. 24 is a diagram 2400 of a floor plan of living
unit, according to an example embodiment. The diagram
2400 shows example locations of motion sensors, a bed
sensor, and a stove sensor in the living unit.

[0140] The motion sensors may detect presence in a
particular room as well as specific activities. For example, a
motion sensor installed on the ceiling above the shower
detects showering activity; motion sensors installed dis-
cretely in cabinets and the refrigerator detect kitchen activ-
ity. For convenience, a motion sensor may also installed on
the ceiling above the door of the living unit, to detect
movement in and out of the doorway (e.g., for living unit
exits). The motion sensors, in some embodiments, are com-
mercially available passive infrared (PIR) sensors which
transmit using the wireless X10 protocol. Other types of
sensors may be used.

[0141] In some embodiments, the sensors detect move-
ment of warm bodies and transmit an event about every 7
seconds when movement is still detected. This artifact is
useful for capturing a general lifestyle pattern; for example,
a sedentary pattern will result in a smaller number of sensor
events over time compared to a more active “puttering”
pattern.

[0142] The bed sensor may be a transducer which detects
presence in the bed, pulse and respiration rates, and bed
restlessness. Pulse and respiration rates may be reported as
low, normal, and high, based on thresholds, or pulse and
respiration rates may be reported as numerical rates. In some
embodiments, bed restlessness is reported based on the
persistence of movement in the bed. All of the output of the
bed sensor may contribute to the general pattern of the
resident.

[0143] The stove sensor may detect motion in the kitchen
as well as the temperature of the stove/oven unit. This may
be performed through a modified X10 PIR motion sensor.
When a high temperature is detected, a “stove on” event may
be generated. When the temperature drops below a threshold
again, a “stove off”” event may be generated. This sensor is
included so that an alert could be generated if the stove is left
on and there is no indication of someone in the kitchen for
a specified period of time.

[0144] Insome embodiments, all of the sensor data 112 for
the person is transmitted wirelessly via the X10 protocol to
a data monitor PC which is located in the living unit of the
person. The data monitor may add a date-time stamp for
each sensor event and may log it as the sensor data into a file
that is periodically sent to a dedicated central server which
stores the data in a relational database. The data monitors
may be connected to the central server through a dedicated
local network, for security purposes. In addition, as a
precaution, identifiers may be stripped from the data before
transmission.
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[0145] FIG. 25 is a diagram 2500 of predicted pulse
pressure from the sensor data 112 and measured pulse
pressure, according to an example embodiment

[0146] FIG. 26 is a diagram 2600 of a comparison of
Euclidean distance for a person, according to an example
embodiment. The diagram 2600 may be generated as a result
of the operations performed at block 1108 (see FIG. 11).
[0147] FIG. 27 is a diagram 2700 of multiple density maps
associated with for the diagram 2600.

[0148] FIG. 28 shows a block diagram of a machine in the
example form of a computer system 2800 within which a set
of instructions may be executed causing the machine to
perform any one or more of the methods, processes, opera-
tions, or methodologies discussed herein. The operator
device 102, the provider device 106, or both may include the
functionality of the one or more computer systems 2800.
[0149] In an example embodiment, the machine operates
as a standalone device or may be connected (e.g., net-
worked) to other machines. In a networked deployment, the
machine may operate in the capacity of a server or a client
machine in server-client network environment, or as a peer
machine in a peer-to-peer (or distributed) network environ-
ment. The machine may be a server computer, a client
computer, a personal computer (PC), a tablet PC, a set-top
box (STB), a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a cellular
telephone, a web appliance, a network router, switch or
bridge, a kiosk, a point of sale (POS) device, a cash register,
an Automated Teller Machine (ATM), or any machine
capable of executing a set of instructions (sequential or
otherwise) that specify actions to be taken by that machine.
Further, while only a single machine is illustrated, the term
“machine” shall also be taken to include any collection of
machines that individually or jointly execute a set (or
multiple sets) of instructions to perform any one or more of
the methodologies discussed herein.

[0150] The example computer system 2800 includes a
processor 2812 (e.g., a central processing unit (CPU) a
graphics processing unit (GPU) or both), a main memory
2804 and a static memory 2806, which communicate with
each other via a bus 2808. The computer system 2800 may
further include a video display unit 2810 (e.g., a liquid
crystal display (LCD) or a cathode ray tube (CRT)). The
computer system 2800 also includes an alphanumeric input
device 2812 (e.g., a keyboard), a cursor control device 2814
(e.g., amouse), a drive unit 2816, a signal generation device
2818 (e.g., a speaker) and a network interface device 2820.
[0151] The drive unit 2816 includes a machine-readable
medium 2822 on which is stored one or more sets of
instructions (e.g., software 2824) embodying any one or
more of the methodologies or functions described herein.
The software 2824 may also reside, completely or at least
partially, within the main memory 2804 and/or within the
processor 2812 during execution thereof by the computer
system 2800, the main memory 2804 and the processor 2812
also constituting machine-readable media.

[0152] The software 2824 may further be transmitted or
received over a network 2826 via the network interface
device 2820.

[0153] While the machine-readable medium 2822 is
shown in an example embodiment to be a single medium,
the term “machine-readable medium” should be taken to
include a single medium or multiple media (e.g., a central-
ized or distributed database, and/or associated caches and
servers) that store the one or more sets of instructions. The
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term “machine-readable medium” shall also be taken to
include any medium that is capable of storing or encoding a
set of instructions for execution by the machine and that
cause the machine to perform any one or more of the
methodologies of the present invention. The term “machine-
readable medium” shall accordingly be taken to include, but
not be limited to, solid-state memories, and optical media,
and magnetic media. In some embodiments, the machine-
readable medium is a non-transitory machine readable
medium.

[0154] Certain systems, apparatus, applications or pro-
cesses are described herein as including a number of mod-
ules. A module may be a unit of distinct functionality that
may be presented in software, hardware, or combinations
thereof. When the functionality of a module is performed in
any part through software, the module includes a machine-
readable medium. The modules may be regarded as being
communicatively coupled.

[0155] In an example embodiment, sensor data may be
accessed from a plurality of motion sensors and a bed sensor
deployed in a living unit for a first time period. An activity
pattern for the first time period may be identified based on
at least a portion of sensor data associated with the first time
period. The activity pattern may represent a physical and
cognitive health condition of a person residing in the living
unit. Additional sensor data may be accessed from the
plurality of motion sensors and the bed sensor deployed in
the living unit for a second time period. The second time
period may occur after the first time period. A determination
of whether a deviation of the activity pattern of the first time
period has occurred for the second time period may be
performed. An alert may be generated based on a determi-
nation that the derivation has occurred.

[0156] In an example embodiment, health data of a person
may be accessed for a first time period. Sensor data from a
plurality of motion sensors and a bed sensor deployed in a
living unit may be accessed for the first time period. The
person may live in the living unit. Health data may be
correlated to at least a portion of the sensor data for the first
time period. Additional sensor data may be accessed from
the plurality of motion sensors and the bed sensor deployed
in the living unit for a second time period. The second time
period may occurring after the first time period. A determi-
nation of whether a change in a health condition of the
person has occurred may be made based on the additional
sensor data and correlation of the health data to at least the
portion of the sensor data for the first time period.

[0157] In an example embodiment, sensor data may be
accessed from a plurality of motion sensors and a bed sensor
deployed in a living unit for a time period. A display may be
generated based on access of the sensor data associated with
the time period.

[0158] In an example embodiment, a first density map and
a second density map may be accessed. The first density map
may have a plurality of first color mappings. The second
density map may have a plurality of second color mappings.
A particular first color mapping may have a color based on
density and being associated with a position based on a
particular hour and a particular day. Density may be based
on a number of motion sensor hits during the particular hour
and a determination of the away-from-home time period. A
dis-similarity between the first density map and the second
density map may be computed based on a textual feature of
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the first density map and the second density map. A com-
putational result may be generated based on computing the
dis-similarity.
[0159] In an example embodiment, a plurality of feature
clusters may be generated for a time period. The time period
may include a plurality of days. A particular feature cluster
may be associated with a plurality of feature vectors. A
particular feature vector may be associated with sensor data
from at least some of a plurality of motion sensors and a bed
sensor deployed in a living unit. Additional sensor data
associated a particular feature for a different time period may
be accessed. A determination of whether the additional
sensor data falls within the plurality of feature clusters or
belongs in a new cluster may be made. A notification may be
generated based on a result of a determination.
[0160] Thus, methods and systems for an integrated net-
work have been described. Although embodiments of the
present invention have been described with reference to
specific example embodiments, it will be evident that vari-
ous modifications and changes may be made to these
embodiments without departing from the broader spirit and
scope of the embodiments of the invention. Accordingly, the
specification and drawings are to be regarded in an illustra-
tive rather than a restrictive sense.
[0161] Various activities described with respect to the
methods identified herein can be executed in serial or
parallel fashion. Although “End” blocks are shown in the
flowcharts, the methods may be performed continuously.
[0162] The Abstract of the Disclosure is provided to
comply with 37 C.FR. § 1.72(b), requiring an abstract that
will allow the reader to quickly ascertain the nature of the
technical disclosure. It is submitted with the understanding
that it will not be used to interpret or limit the scope or
meaning of the claims. In addition, in the foregoing Detailed
Description, it can be seen that various features are grouped
together in a single embodiment for the purpose of stream-
lining the disclosure. This method of disclosure is not to be
interpreted as reflecting an intention that the claimed
embodiments require more features than are expressly
recited in each claim. Rather, as the following claims reflect,
inventive subject matter may lie in less than all features of
a single disclosed embodiment. Thus, the following claims
are hereby incorporated into the Detailed Description, with
each claim standing on its own as a separate embodiment.
What is claimed is:
1. A method comprising:
accessing health data of a person for a first time period;
accessing sensor data from a plurality of motion sensors
and a bed sensor deployed in a living unit for the first
time period, the person residing in the living unit;
correlating the health data to at least a portion of the
sensor data for the first time period;
accessing additional sensor data from the plurality of
motion sensors and the bed sensor deployed in the
living unit for a second time period, the second time
period occurring after the first time period; and
determining whether a change in a health condition of the
person has occurred based on the additional sensor data
and correlation of the health data to at least the portion
of the sensor data for the first time period.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
generating an alert when a determination is made that the
change in the health condition has occurred.
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3. The method of claim 1, wherein the health condition is
pulse pressure, pulse pressure being the difference between
systolic blood pressure (SBP) and the diastolic blood pres-
sure (DBP).

4. A method comprising:

accessing sensor data from a plurality of motion sensors

and a bed sensor deployed in a living unit for a time
period; and

generating a display based on access of the sensor data

associated with the time period.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the sensor data is
grouped on the display based on a plurality of categories, the
plurality of categories include motion, pulse, breathing, and
restlessness.

6. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

receiving a selection of a person and a date range,

wherein accessing sensor data from the plurality of

motion sensors and the bed sensor for the time period
is based on receipt of the selection.

7. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

receiving a time interval modification request,

wherein generation of the display is based on access of the

sensor data associated with the time period and receipt
of the time interval modification request.

8. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

receiving a time increment modification request,

wherein generation of the display is based on access of the

sensor data associated with the time period and receipt
of the time increment modification request.
9. The method of claim 4, further comprising:
determining an away-from-home time period for a person
associated with the living unit during the time period,

wherein generation of the display is based on access of the
sensor data and a determination of the away-from-
home time period.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein determining the
away-from home time period comprises:

analyzing the sensor data to determine whether a living

unit departure sensor sequence and a living unit return
sensor sequence has occurred; and

calculating a time difference between occurrence of the

living unit departure sensor sequence and occurrence of
the living unit return sensor sequence, wherein the
away-from home time period is based on the time
difference.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein analyzing the sensor
data comprises:

applying fuzzy logic to at least a portion of the sensor data

to determine whether a living unit departure sensor
sequence and a living unit return sensor sequence has
occurred.

12. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

computing a number of motion sensor hits for a plurality

of hours, a single motion sensor hit being associated
with a particular motion sensor of the plurality of
motion sensors, the time period including the plurality
of hours; and

calculating density for the plurality of hours, the density

for a particular hour of the plurality of hours being
based on the number of motion sensor hits during the
particular hour and the determination of the away-
from-home time period,

wherein generation of the display is based on calculation

of the density.
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13. The method of claim 12, wherein generation of the
display comprises:

selecting a plurality of color mappings, a particular color
mapping having a color based on the density and being
associated with a position based on the particular hour
and a particular day, the time period including a plu-
rality of days,

wherein generation of the display is based on selection of
the plurality of color mappings.

14. A method comprising:

accessing a first density map and a second density map,
the first density map having a plurality of first color
mappings, the second density map having a plurality of
second color mappings, a particular first color mapping
having a color based on density and being associated
with a position based on a particular hour and a
particular day, the density being based on a number of
motion sensor hits during the particular hour and a
determination of the away-from-home time period;

computing a dis-similarity between the first density map
and the second density map based on a textual feature
of the first density map and the second density map; and

generating a computational result based on computing the
dis-similarity.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the textual features

include spatial, frequency, and perceptual properties.
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