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(57) ABSTRACT

A pulse wave propagation time measurement device includ-
ing a first signal processor section that filters an electrocar-
diographic signal detected by an electrocardiographic sen-
sor, a second signal processor section that filters a
photoelectric pulse wave signal detected by a photoelectric
pulse wave sensor, peak detectors respectively that detect
peaks of the electrocardiographic signal and the photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal, delay time obtaining sections respec-
tively that obtain a delay time of the electrocardiographic
signal and of the photoelectric pulse wave signal, peak
correctors respectively that correct the peaks of the electro-
cardiographic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave signal
based on the delay time of the electrocardiographic signal
and the photoelectric pulse wave signal, and a pulse wave
propagation time measurement section that obtains a pulse
wave propagation time from a time difference between the
corrected peaks of the electrocardiographic signal and the
photoelectric pulse wave signal.
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1
PULSE WAVE PROPAGATION TIME
MEASUREMENT DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of PCT/JP2014/
051464 filed Jan. 24, 2014, which claims priority to Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2013-035546, filed Feb. 26,
2013, the entire contents of each of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to pulse wave propagation
time measurement devices configured to measure pulse
wave propagation times.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In recent years, people have been paying more attention
to maintenance and improvement of their health than before.
People want to readily obtain information such as blood
pressure, an electrocardiogram, a heart rate, and so on for
health management. As such, Patent Document 1 discloses
a portable blood pressure measuring device that measures an
electrocardiographic wave and a plethysmogram to obtain a
plethysmogram propagation time (pulse wave propagation
time), and calculates a maximal blood pressure and a mini-
mal blood pressure. This portable blood pressure measuring
device includes an electrocardiographic wave detection
means that has one electrode in contact with a biological
body surface and detects an electrocardiographic potential
(electrocardiographic wave) induced on the above electrode
and a plethysmogram detection means that measures a pulse
using a photoelectric sensor in contact with the biological
body surface; obtains a pulse wave propagation time from a
time difference between an R-wave (peak) of the detected
electrocardiographic wave and a peak (rising point) of the
detected pulse wave; and calculates blood pressures based
on a correlation table of the pulse wave propagation times
and the blood pressures defined in advance.

Because biological signals of electrocardiographic waves,
photoelectric pulse waves, and the like are weak in magni-
tude and include a lot of noise depending on measurement
environments, it is difficult to obtain precise measurement
results. As such, a method in which filtering is performed
using a frequency filter or the like to improve a signal to
noise ratio (S/N ratio) is generally employed. Here, the
above-mentioned electrocardiographic wave detection
means configuring the portable blood pressure measuring
device obtains an electrocardiographic wave signal via a
notch filter that cuts AC noise of 50 through 60 Hz and a
band pass filer that selectively passes frequency components
of the electrocardiographic wave. The plethysmogram
detection means extracts pulsation components (plethysmo-
gram signal) via a band pass filter that selectively passes 0.3
to 10 Hz signals as the frequency components of the pulse
wave.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2004-81285

There exists a problem that peaks of an electrocardio-
graphic signal and a photoelectric pulse wave signal are
shifted respectively when filtering is performed. To obtain a
pulse wave propagation time with high precision, the peak
of the electrocardiographic signal and the peak of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal need be precisely detected.
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However, with the above-mentioned portable blood pressure
measuring device, the peaks are shifted by the filtering being
performed, which raises a risk that the precision in mea-
surement of the pulse wave propagation time is lowered. In
particular, filters generally have frequency characteristics
(frequency dependency); meanwhile, electrocardiographic
signals and photoelectric pulse wave signals have different
frequency components from each other. As such, an amount
of shift of the peak of the electrocardiographic signal and an
amount of shift of the peak of the photoelectric pulse wave
signal due to filtering are different from each other in some
case. As a result, there arises a risk that the precision in
measurement of the pulse wave propagation time is further
lowered.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been carried out so as to solve
the above-mentioned problems, and an object of the inven-
tion is to provide a pulse wave propagation time measure-
ment device capable of measuring a pulse wave propagation
time more precisely.

A pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to the present invention includes an electrocar-
diographic sensor that has an electrocardiographic electrode
and detects an electrocardiographic signal; a photoelectric
pulse wave sensor that has a light-emitting element and a
light-receiving element and detects a photoelectric pulse
wave signal; a first signal processing means that performs a
signal process including filtering processing on the electro-
cardiographic signal detected by the electrocardiographic
sensor; a second signal processing means that performs a
signal process including filtering processing on the photo-
electric pulse wave signal detected by the photoelectric
pulse wave sensor; a peak detecting means that detects a
peak of the electrocardiographic signal on which the signal
process has been performed by the first signal processing
means and a peak of the photoelectric pulse wave signal on
which the signal process has been performed by the second
signal processing means; a delay time obtaining means that
obtains a delay time of the electrocardiographic signal in the
first signal processing means and/or a delay time of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal in the second signal pro-
cessing means; a correcting means that corrects the peak of
the electrocardiographic signal detected by the peak detect-
ing means and/or the peak of the photoelectric pulse wave
signal detected by the peak detecting means based on the
delay time of the electrocardiographic signal obtained by the
delay time obtaining means and/or the delay time of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal obtained by the delay time
obtaining means; and a calculating means that obtains a
pulse wave propagation time from a time difference between
the peak of the photoelectric pulse wave signal and the peak
of the electrocardiographic signal which have been corrected
by the correcting means.

With the pulse wave propagation time measurement
device according to the present invention, an electrocardio-
graphic signal and a photoelectric pulse wave signal can be
obtained at a preferable S/N ratio by performing a signal
process including filtering processing. Further, because cor-
rection operation is performed on the detected peak of the
electrocardiographic signal and/or the detected peak of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal corresponding to the delay
times of the electrocardiographic signal and the photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal respectively due to the signal pro-
cesses, the peaks of the electrocardiographic signal and the
photoelectric pulse wave signal can be more accurately
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specified. This makes it possible to measure the pulse wave
propagation time more precisely.

In the pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to the present invention, it is preferable that the
delay time obtaining means obtain a delay time of the
electrocardiographic signal and/or a delay time of the pho-
toelectric pulse wave signal based on frequency components
of the electrocardiographic signal and the photoelectric
pulse wave signal, respectively.

Through this, even if the first signal processing means and
the second signal processing means have frequency charac-
teristics (frequency dependency) and the amounts of shifts
of the peaks (delay times) vary depending on the respective
frequency characteristics of the electrocardiographic signal
and the photoelectric pulse wave signal, the respective shifts
can be appropriately corrected. This makes it possible to
measure the pulse wave propagation time more precisely.

In the pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to the present invention, it is preferable that the
above frequency component be defined corresponding to a
pulse rate obtained from the photoelectric pulse wave signal
or aheart rate obtained from the electrocardiographic signal.

Through this, by making use of a pulse rate obtained from
the photoelectric pulse wave signal or a heart rate obtained
from the electrocardiographic signal, it is possible to obtain
the above-mentioned frequency components relatively with
ease without performing a special or dedicated process (for
example, FFT or the like).

It is preferable that the pulse wave propagation time
measurement device according to the present invention
further include an inverting means that inverts polarity of the
electrocardiographic signal detected by the electrocardio-
graphic sensor.

With this, even in a case where portions of a biological
body with which electrocardiographic electrodes make con-
tact are reversed, a user has a physical constitution such that
an R-wave (peak) included in an electrocardiographic signal
is formed upside down, or the like, inverting the polarity of
the electrocardiographic signal makes it possible to correctly
detect the peak. As such, the pulse wave propagation time
can be measured more accurately.

In the pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to the present invention, it is preferable, in the
case where a plurality of peaks of the electrocardiographic
signal having different polarities are detected, that the cal-
culating means take a peak which forms the longest pulse
wave propagation time within a predetermined time as a true
peak among the plurality of peaks.

This makes it possible to correctly detect a peak even in
a case where portions of a biological body with which
electrocardiographic electrodes make contact are reversed, a
user has a physical constitution such that an R-wave (peak)
included in an electrocardiographic signal is formed upside
down, or the like. Further, because an electrocardiographic
waveform differs depending on a measurement portion, a
physical constitution, or the like, and deforms when expe-
riencing filtering, the R-wave can be generated upside down
in some case; however, even in this case, the peak can be
correctly detected. As such, the pulse wave propagation time
can be measured more precisely.

In the pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to the present invention, it is preferable that the
calculating means determine, in the case where an obtained
pulse wave propagation time does not fall within a prede-
termined time, the obtained pulse wave propagation time
being an error.
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Normally, a pulse wave propagation time which is a time
difference between an electrocardiographic wave and a
photoelectric pulse wave is approximately 0.1 to 0.3 sec-
onds, and its change width is not so large and is approxi-
mately 10%. In this case, if an obtained pulse wave propa-
gation time does not fall within a predetermined time, the
measurement result is taken as an error, thereby making it
possible to prevent an erroneous pulse wave propagation
time measurement.

In the pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to the present invention, it is preferable that the
calculating means determine, in the case where an obtained
pulse wave propagation time does not fall within a prede-
termined time, the detected peak of the electrocardiographic
signal being an error when a change rate of a heartbeat
interval is larger than a change rate of a pulse interval or the
detected peak of the photoelectric pulse wave signal being
an error when the change rate of the pulse interval is larger
than the change rate of the heartbeat interval.

Also in this case, if an obtained pulse wave propagation
time does not fall within a predetermined time, an erroneous
pulse wave propagation time measurement can be prevented
from being carried out. Further in this case, because it is
possible to specify which of the electrocardiographic signal
peak and the photoelectric pulse wave signal peak is an
erroneous one, data of a pulse interval, a heartbeat interval,
or the like, for example, can be obtained using the signal
which is detected as being not erroneous.

In the pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to the present invention, it is preferable that, in the
case where an obtained pulse wave propagation time does
not fall within a predetermined time, the calculating means
search for a combination of an electrocardiographic signal
peak and a photoelectric pulse wave signal peak, from
among the combinations of the detected peak and one or
more additional electrocardiographic signal peaks present
near the detected peak, and the detected peak and one or
more additional photoelectric pulse wave signal peaks pres-
ent near the detected peak, that allows a pulse wave propa-
gation time to fall within the predetermined time, select a
combination if a plurality of the combinations being present,
considering at least one of the change rate of a pulse wave
propagation time, amplitude of the electrocardiographic
signal peak and the change rate of the amplitude thereof,
amplitude of the photoelectric pulse wave signal peak and
the change rate of the amplitude thereof, the change rate of
the heartbeat interval, and the change rate of the pulse
interval, and then obtain a pulse wave propagation time.

With this, even in a case where a measurement value of
a pulse wave propagation time does not fall within a
predetermined time, a pulse wave propagation time which is
more likely to be accurate can be obtained.

According to the present invention, a pulse wave propa-
gation time can be measured more precisely.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
pulse wave propagation time measurement device according
to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a sequence of steps in a
pulse wave propagation time measurement process carried
out by a pulse wave propagation time measurenient device
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating another sequence of steps
of a pulse wave propagation time measurement process
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carried out by a pulse wave propagation time measurement
device according to an embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating electrocardiographic
waveforms before and after filtering, and photoelectric pulse
waveforms before and after filtering.

FIG. 5 is a partially enlarged diagram of the diagram in
FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a heartbeat interval, a
pulse interval, and a pulse wave propagation time in the case
where peaks are formed at the upper and lower sides of an
electrocardiographic wave.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of a peak
detection error due to noise.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the drawings. Note
that in the drawings, identical elements are assigned the
same reference numerals and redundant descriptions thereof
will be omitted.

First, a configuration of a pulse wave propagation time
measurement device 1 will be described with reference to
FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the configu-
ration of the pulse wave propagation time measurement
device 1.

The pulse wave propagation time measurement device 1
detects an electrocardiographic signal and a photoelectric
pulse wave signal, and measures a pulse wave propagation
time from a time difference between an R-wave peak of the
detected electrocardiographic signal (electrocardiographic
wave) and a peak (rising point) of the detected photoelectric
pulse wave signal (pulse wave) (see FIGS. 4 and 5). Accord-
ingly, the pulse wave propagation time measurement device
1 includes an electrocardiographic sensor 10 for detecting
electrocardiographic signals, a photoelectric pulse wave
sensor 20 for detecting photoelectric pulse wave signals, and
a signal processing unit 30 configured to measure a pulse
wave propagation time and the like based on the detected
electrocardiographic and photoelectric pulse wave signals.
In the following, each constituent element will be described
in detail.

The electrocardiographic sensor 10 includes a pair of a
first electrocardiographic electrode 11 and a second electro-
cardiographic electrode 12, and detects electrocardiographic
signals using the first electrocardiographic electrode 11 and
the second electrocardiographic electrode 12. The first elec-
trocardiographic electrode 11 and the second electrocardio-
graphic electrode 12 are respectively attached being in
contact with, for example, right and left hands, right and left
arms, or the like of a human body. As an electrode material
of the first electrocardiographic electrode 11 and second
electrocardiographic electrode 12, metal (metal which has
excellent corrosion resistance and hardly causes metallic
allergy, such as stainless steel, Au, or the like, is preferable),
conductive gel, conductive rubber, conductive cloth, or the
like is preferably used. As another material for the first
electrocardiographic electrode 11 and the second electrocar-
diographic electrode 12, for example, conductive plastic, a
capacitive coupling electrode, or the like can be used. The
first electrocardiographic electrode 11 and the second elec-
trocardiographic electrode 12 are respectively connected to
the signal processing unit 30 via cables, and output electro-
cardiographic signals to the signal processing unit 30 via the
cables.
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The photoelectric pulse wave sensor 20 is a sensor
configured to optically detect a photoelectric pulse wave
signal by making use of the light absorption characteristics
of hemoglobin in bloodstream. As such, the photoelectric
pulse wave sensor 20 is so configured as to include a
light-emitting element 21 and a light-receiving element 22.

The light-emitting element 21 emits light in response to a
drive signal in pulse form outputted from a driver 350 of the
signal processing unit 30. As the light-emitting element 21,
an LED, a vertical cavity surface emitting laser (VCSEL), a
resonator type LED, or the like can be used, for example.
The driver 350 generates and outputs the drive signal in
pulse form for driving the light-emitting element 21.

The light-receiving element 22 outputs a detection signal
in accordance with the intensity of light that is emitted from
the light-emitting element 21, passes through a human body
such as a fingertip or reflects off the human body, and enters
the light-receiving element 22. As the light-receiving ele-
ment 22, for example, a photodiode, a phototransistor, or the
like is preferably used. In the present embodiment, a pho-
todiode is used as the light-receiving element 22. The
light-receiving element 22 is connected to the signal pro-
cessing unit 30, and the detection signal (photoelectric pulse
wave signal) obtained by the light-receiving element 22 is
outputted to the signal processing unit 30.

As described above, the electrocardiographic sensor 10
(first electrocardiographic electrode 11, second electrocar-
diographic electrode 12) and the photoelectric pulse wave
sensor 20 are respectively connected to the signal processing
unit 30, and the detected electrocardiographic and photo-
electric pulse wave signals are inputted to the signal pro-
cessing unit 30.

The signal processing unit 30 processes the inputted
electrocardiographic signal so as to measure a heart rate, a
heartbeat interval, and the like. Further, the signal process-
ing unit 30 processes the inputted photoelectric pulse wave
signal so as to measure a pulse rate, a pulse interval, and the
like. Furthermore, the signal processing unit 30 measures a
pulse wave propagation time and the like from a time
difference between an R-wave peak of the electrocardio-
graphic signal (electrocardiographic wave) and a peak (ris-
ing point) of the photoelectric pulse wave signal (pulse
wave) which have been detected (see FIGS. 4 and 5). At this
time, the signal processing unit 30 corrects shifts (delays) of
the respective peaks in a first signal processing section 310
and a second signal processing section 320, which will be
explained later, so as to measure the pulse wave propagation
time with high precision.

As such, the signal processing unit 30 includes amplifying
sections 311 and 321, the first signal processing section 310,
the second signal processing section 320, peak detectors 316
and 326, delay time obtaining sections 317 and 327, peak
correctors 318 and 328, and a pulse wave propagation time
measurement section 330. Further, the first signal processing
section 310 includes an analog filter 312, an A/D converter
313, and a digital filter 314. Meanwhile, the second signal
processing section 320 includes an analog filter 322, an A/D
converter 323, a digital filter 324, and a second order
differential processor 325.

Here, of the above-mentioned constituent elements, the
digital filters 314 and 324, the second order differential
processor 325, the peak detectors 316 and 326, the delay
time obtaining sections 317 and 327, the peak correctors 318
and 328, and the pulse wave propagation time measurement
section 330 are configured of a CPU which executes arith-
metic operations, a ROM which stores programs, data, and
the like for making the CPU execute the arithmetic opera-
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tions, a RAM which temporarily stores various data such as
arithmetic operation results, and so on. In other words, the
programs stored in the ROM are executed by the CPU so as
to realize functions of the above constituent elements.

The amplifying section 311 is configured of an amplifier
using an operational amplifier or the like, for example, and
amplifies an electrocardiographic signal detected by the
electrocardiographic sensor 10 (first electrocardiographic
electrode 11, second electrocardiographic electrode 12). The
electrocardiographic signal amplified by the amplifying sec-
tion 311 is outputted to the first signal processing section
310. Likewise, the amplifying section 321 is configured of
an amplifier using an operational amplifier or the like, for
example, and amplifies a photoelectric pulse wave signal
detected by the photoelectric pulse wave sensor 20. The
photoelectric pulse wave signal amplified by the amplifying
section 321 is outputted to the second signal processing
section 320.

The first signal processing section 310 includes, as
described above, the analog filter 312, the A/D converter
313, and the digital filter 314, and extracts a pulsation
component by performing filtering processing on the elec-
trocardiographic signal having been amplified in the ampli-
fying section 311. In other words, the first signal processing
section 310 functions as a first signal processing means that
is claimed in the claims.

The second signal processing section 320 includes, as
described above, the analog filter 322, the A/D converter
323, the digital filter 324, and the second order differential
processor 325, and extracts a pulsation component by pet-
forming filtering processing as well as performing a second
order differential processing on the photoelectric pulse wave
signal having been amplified in the amplifying section 321.
In other words, the second signal processing section 320
functions as a second signal processing means that is
claimed in the claims.

The analog filters 312, 322 and the digital filters 314, 324
remove components (noise) other than the frequency com-
ponents that characterize the electrocardiographic signal and
the photoelectric pulse wave signal, and perform filtering to
improve the S/N ratios. To be more specific, frequency
components of 0.1 to 200 Hz are generally dominant in an
electrocardiographic signal, and frequency components in
the vicinity of 0.1 to tens of Hz are dominant in a photo-
electric pulse wave signal. Accordingly, by performing
filtering processing with the analog filters 312, 322 such as
a low pass filter, a band pass filter, or the like as well as
performing filtering processing with the digital filters 314,
324 and selectively passing only the signals that are within
the above frequency ranges, the S/N ratios can be improved.

In the case where only the extraction of a pulsation
component is aimed at (in other words, an electrocardio-
graphic waveform and the like need not be obtained),
components other than the pulsation component may be
blocked by making a pass frequency range smaller so as to
enhance noise resistance. Further, both of the analog filters
312, 322 and the digital filters 314, 324 are not necessarily
needed to be provided, and the configuration may be such
that any one of a set of the analog filters 312, 322 and a set
of the digital filters 314, 324 is provided. The electrocar-
diographic signal having experienced the filtering process-
ing performed by the analog filter 312 and the digital filer
314 is outputted to the peak detector 316. Likewise, the
photoelectric pulse wave signal having experienced the
filtering processing performed by the analog filter 322 and
the digital filer 324 is outputted to the second order differ-
ential processor 325.
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The second order differential processor 325 obtains a
second order differential pulse wave (acceleration pulse
wave) signal through performing second order differential
on the photoelectric pulse wave signal. The obtained accel-
eration pulse wave signal is outputted to the peak detector
326. Since a peak (rising point) of a photoelectric pulse
wave signal does not change clearly, the peak thereof is hard
to detect in some case. As such, it is preferable to detect the
peak after converting the photoelectric pulse wave to an
acceleration pulse wave; however, the second order differ-
ential processor 325 is not necessarily required to be pro-
vided, and a configuration in which the processor is omitted
may be employed.

The peak detector 316 detects a peak (R-wave) of the
electrocardiographic signal that has experienced the signal
processing (a pulsation component has been extracted) per-
formed by the first signal processing section 310. At this
time, the peak detector 316 detects peaks at both the upper
and lower sides of the electrocardiographic wave (electro-
cardiographic signal). The reason for this is as follows. That
is, in the case where portions with which the first electro-
cardiographic electrode 11 and the second electrocardio-
graphic electrode 12 make contact are reversed, an R-wave
(peak) is formed upside down depending on a physical
constitution of the user, or the like, there arises a risk that the
R-wave (peak) cannot be detected or a peak other than the
R-wave (for example, T-wave or the like) is erroneously
detected as an R-wave. Accordingly, in order to correctly
detect the R-wave even in the above case, the peak detector
316 is configured to detect peaks at both the upper and lower
sides of an electrocardiographic wave so as to automatically
determine at which side of the electrocardiographic wave an
R-wave included in the electrocardiographic waveform is
formed (details will be explained later).

Meanwhile, the peak detector 326 detects a peak (rising
point) of the photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration
pulse wave) that has experienced the filtering processing
performed by the second signal processing section 320. In
other words, the peak detectors 316 and 326 function as a
peak detecting means that is claimed in the claims. The peak
detector 316 and the peak detector 326 respectively detect
peaks within normal ranges of the heartbeat interval and the
pulse interval (details will be explained later), and store
information such as peak time, peak amplitude, and the like
of every detected peak in the RAM or the like.

Since the filters (analog filters 312 and 322, digital filters
314 and 324) have frequency characteristics, it is necessary
to analyze the frequency components of the electrocardio-
graphic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave signal and
perform correction with respect to each peak shift time
(delay time) based on the stated frequency components so as
to measure a pulse wave propagation time more precisely.
Further, a delay of signal is also generated when the differ-
ential processing is performed in the second order differen-
tial processor 325. As such, the delay time obtaining section
317 obtains a delay time of the electrocardiographic signal
in the first signal processing section 310 (analog filter 312,
digital filter 314). Likewise, the delay time obtaining section
327 obtains a delay time of the photoelectric pulse wave
signal in the second signal processing section 320 (analog
filter 322, digital filter 324, second order differential pro-
cessor 325). In other words, the delay time obtaining sec-
tions 317 and 327 function as a delay time obtaining means
that is claimed in the claims.

To be more specific, the delay time obtaining sections 317
and 327 respectively obtain a delay time of the electrocar-
diographic signal (amount of peak shift) and a delay time of
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the photoelectric pulse wave signal (amount of peak shift)
based on the respective frequency components of the elec-
trocardiographic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave
signal. Note that a table in which a relationship between the
frequency components and the delay times is defined (delay
time table) is stored in the ROM or the like in advance.
Accordingly, the delay time obtaining sections 317 and 327
respectively search the delay time table using a pulse rate
derived from a peak interval of the photoelectric pulse wave
and a heart rate derived from a peak interval of the electro-
cardiographic signal (frequency component index value), so
as to obtain a delay time of the electrocardiographic signal
in the first signal processing section 310 and a delay time of
the photoelectric pulse wave signal in the second signal
processing section 320, for example. The peak of the elec-
trocardiographic signal detected by the peak detector 316
and the peak of the photoelectric pulse wave signal (accel-
eration pulse wave) detected by the peak detector 326 as
well as the delay time of the peak obtained by the delay time
obtaining section 317 and the delay time of the peak
obtained by the delay time obtaining section 327, are out-
putted to the peak correctors 318 and 328, respectively.

The peak corrector 318 corrects the peak of the electro-
cardiographic signal detected by the peak detector 316 based
on the delay time of the electrocardiographic signal obtained
by the delay time obtaining section 317. Likewise, the peak
corrector 328 corrects the peak of the photoelectric pulse
wave signal (acceleration pulse wave signal) detected by the
peak detector 326 based on the delay time of the photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal obtained by the delay time obtaining
section 327. In other words, the peak correctors 318 and 328
function as a correcting means that is claimed in the claims.
The post-correction electrocardiographic signal peak and the
post-correction photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse
wave) peak are outputted to the pulse wave propagation time
measurement section 330. Note that an electrocardiographic
signal has low frequency dependency. In other words, in an
electrocardiographic signal, even if a pulse rate (heart rate)
changes, the frequency component of the R-wave hardly
changes. Accordingly, it is not necessarily required to pro-
vide the delay time obtaining section 317 and the peak
corrector 318, and a configuration in which they are omitted
may be employed.

The pulse wave propagation time measurement section
330 obtains a pulse wave propagation time from an interval
(time difference) between the R-wave (peak) of the electro-
cardiographic signal corrected by the peak corrector 318 and
the peak (rising point) of the photoelectric pulse wave signal
(acceleration pulse wave) corrected by the peak corrector
328. In other words, the pulse wave propagation time
measurement section 330 functions as a calculating means
that is claimed in the claims. FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating
electrocardiographic waveforms before and after filtering,
and photoelectric pulse waveforms before and after filtering.
Further, FIG. 5§ is a partially enlarged diagram of the diagram
in FIG. 4, and illustrates a pulse wave propagation time
obtained from an interval between the post-correction elec-
trocardiographic signal R-wave (peak) and the post-correc-
tion photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse
wave) peak. Note that in FIGS. 4 and 5, waveforms of the
electrocardiographic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave
after filtering (before correction) are indicated by solid lines,
while waveforms of the electrocardiographic signal and the
photoelectric pulse wave before filtering (which are the
same as the waveforms after correction) are indicated by
broken lines.
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The pulse wave propagation time measurement section
330 determines that, in the case where a plurality of peaks
having different polarities are detected in the electrocardio-
graphic signal, a peak which forms the longest pulse wave
propagation time within a predetermined time (for example,
no more than approximately 0.3 seconds, although a pulse
wave propagation time varies depending on a measurement
portion) is a true peak. As described above, the peak detector
316 detects peaks at both the upper and lower sides of an
electrocardiographic wave. However, in the pulse wave
propagation time measurement section 330, in the case
where a peak is detected at only one side (upper or lower
side) thereof and the peak interval takes a period equivalent
to the heartbeat, the detected peak is determined to be an
R-wave, and in the case where peaks are detected at both the
upper and lower sides thereof, a peak which forms a longer
pulse wave propagation time than the other within a prede-
termined range (for example, no more than 0.3 seconds) is
determined to be an R-wave (see FIG. 6). Whether or not the
above-mentioned period is equivalent to the heartbeat is
determined in the following manner. That is, the determi-
nation is made considering whether or not that period is
within a typical range as a heartbeat interval (for example,
0.3 to 1.5 seconds), a change rate with respect to the
heartbeat intervals of immediately prior several heartbeats
does not become larger than a predetermined value, the
value of the period is substantially the same as the pulse
interval, and so on.

As shown in FIG. 6, for example, depending on filtering
processing, the physical constitution of a user, portions to
which the first and second electrocardiographic electrodes
11 and 12 are attached, or the like, R-wave peaks are formed
at the lower side as well in some case. In this case, the peaks
at the lower side appear later compared to the peaks at the
upper side. Accordingly, a pulse wave propagation time
calculated using a lower side peak becomes shorter than a
pulse wave propagation time calculated using an upper side
peak. A peak other than the R-wave such as a T-wave or the
like can be erroneously detected; and in a case where a peak
other than the R-wave is used, a pulse wave propagation
time is largely shifted. As such, in the case where peaks are
detected at both the upper and lower sides, the pulse wave
propagation time measurement section 330 determines that
a peak which forms a longer pulse wave propagation time
than the other within a predetermined range is an R-wave.

Further, in the case where an obtained pulse wave propa-
gation time does not fall within the predetermined range, the
pulse wave propagation time measurement section 330
determines the electrocardiographic R-wave peak and the
photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) peak
being noise and takes the heartbeat interval, the pulse
interval, the pulse wave propagation time, and the like as
obtainment errors. In other words, in the case where an
obtained pulse wave propagation time does not fall within a
predetermined range, there is a high possibility that noise is
erroneously detected as an electrocardiographic R-wave
peak and/or a photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse
wave) peak. As such, in the case where the erroneously
detected peak cannot be specified, both the peaks are taken
as noise, and the heartbeat interval, the pulse interval, and
the pulse wave propagation time having been obtained from
those peaks are all taken as obtainment errors.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example in which noise
included in an electrocardiographic signal is erroneously
detected as an electrocardiographic R-wave peak. In the
example shown in FIG. 7, a heartbeat interval 2' is shorter
than a real interval (heartbeat interval 2) by AT due to the
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erroneous detection. Meanwhile, a pulse wave propagation
time 2' is longer than a real time (pulse wave propagation
time 2) by AT due to the erroneous detection. Normally, a
pulse wave propagation time is shorter than a heartbeat
interval (a pulse wave propagation time is typically no more
than approximately 0.3 seconds, although it varies depend-
ing on a measurement portion), and a variation width thereof
is small (approximately 10%). Accordingly, even in a case
where the heartbeat interval 2' (=heartbeat interval 2-AT)
cannot be determined to be an erroneous detection because
it is within a typical range as a heartbeat interval (for
example, 0.3 to 1.5 seconds) and a change rate with respect
to the heartbeat intervals of immediately prior several heart-
beats (average value) is smaller than a predetermined value,
the heartbeat interval 2' is determined to be an erroneous
detection if the pulse wave propagation time 2' (=pulse wave
propagation time 2+AT) is not within a predetermined range
or a change rate of the pulse wave propagation time is larger
than a predetermined value. Upon the erroneous detection
being determined, the electrocardiographic R-wave peak
and the photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave)
peak are determined to be noise, and then the heartbeat
interval, the pulse interval, and the pulse wave propagation
time are taken as obtainment errors.

Note that the pulse wave propagation time measurement
section 330 determines, in the case where an obtained pulse
wave propagation time does not fall within a predetermined
time, that the detected electrocardiographic signal peak is an
error if a change rate of the heartbeat interval is larger than
that of the pulse interval and that the detected photoelectric
pulse wave signal peak is an error if the change rate of the
pulse interval is larger than that of the heartbeat interval. In
other words, in the case where the change rate of the
heartbeat interval is larger than that of the pulse interval,
because there is a high possibility that the electrocardio-
graphic R-wave peak is erroneously detected, the pulse wave
propagation time measurement section 330 determines the
electrocardiographic R-wave peak being noise and takes the
heartbeat interval and the pulse wave propagation time as
obtainment errors. Meanwhile, in the case where the change
rate of the heartbeat interval is smaller than that of the pulse
interval, because there is a high possibility that the photo-
electric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) peak is erro-
neously detected, the pulse wave propagation time measure-
ment section 330 determines the photoelectric pulse wave
(acceleration pulse wave) peak being noise and takes the
pulse interval and the pulse wave propagation time as
obtainment errors.

The pulse wave propagation time measurement section
330 calculates, from an electrocardiographic signal, a heart
rate, a heartbeat interval, a heartbeat interval change rate,
and the like, for example, in addition to a pulse wave
propagation time. Likewise, the pulse wave propagation
measurement section 330 calculates, from a photoelectric
pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse wave), a pulse rate, a
pulse interval, a pulse interval change rate, and the like.
Measurement data including the pulse wave propagation
time, heart rate, heartbeat interval, pulse rate, pulse interval,
electrocardiographic wave, photoelectric pulse wave, accel-
eration pulse wave, and the like which have been calculated
is outputted to a display unit 340 or the like. Note that the
measurement data of the obtained pulse wave propagation
time, heart rate, pulse rate, and the like may be accumulated
and stored in the above-mentioned RAM or the like, for
example, and outputted to a personal computer or the like
after the measurement so as to be confirmed.
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The display unit 340 is configured of, for example, a
liquid crystal display (LCD) or the like, and displays the
measurement data (measurement result) of the obtained
pulse wave propagation time, heart rate, pulse rate, and the
like.

Next, with reference to FIG. 2, operations of the pulse
wave propagation time measurement device 1 will be
described. FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a sequence of
steps in a pulse wave propagation time measurement process
carried out by the pulse wave propagation time measurement
device 1. This process is executed by the signal processing
unit 30 at a predetermined timing.

In step S100, an electrocardiographic signal (electrocar-
diographic waveform) detected by the electrocardiographic
sensor 10 and a photoelectric pulse wave signal (photoelec-
tric pulse waveform) detected by the photoelectric pulse
wave sensor 20 are read in. In the subsequent step S102,
filtering processing is performed on the electrocardiographic
signal (electrocardiographic waveform) and the photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal (photoelectric pulse waveform) hav-
ing been read in in step S100. Further, an acceleration pulse
wave is obtained through performing second order differ-
ential on the photoelectric pulse wave signal.

Next, in step S104, peaks of the electrocardiographic
signal and the photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration
pulse wave signal) are detected, respectively. Peak detection
of the electrocardiographic signal and peak detection of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse wave
signal) are performed within a normal range of a heartbeat
interval and a normal range of a pulse interval, respectively.
Note that the normal ranges of the heartbeat interval and the
pulse interval used here are those having been set in step
S132, which will be explained later, when the present flow
of process was last executed. Further, information such as
peak time, peak amplitude, and so on for all the detected
peaks is stored. When a shift of peak being considered, each
peak may be detected after predictive correction performed
based on a correction value having been set previously,
alternatively, candidate peaks may be detected first inside
and beyond the normal range and determined again whether
or not each of the peaks is within the normal range after a
shift of each peak is corrected in step S106, which will be
explained later.

In the subsequent step S106, delay times (shift amounts)
of the electrocardiographic signal R-wave peak and the
photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse wave)
are respectively obtained, and the electrocardiographic sig-
nal R-wave peak and the photoelectric pulse wave signal
(acceleration pulse wave) peak are respectively corrected
based on the above obtained delay times. Since the manner
in which the delay times of the respective peaks are obtained
is the same as described before, detailed description thereof
is omitted herein.

Next, in step S108, it is determined whether or not peaks
of a electrocardiographic signal and the photoelectric pulse
wave signal (acceleration pulse wave signal) are respec-
tively detected within the heartbeat interval normal range
and the pulse interval normal range. In the case where none
of the peaks thereof are detected to be within the normal
ranges, determination of error is made in step S110 (that is,
the heartbeat interval, pulse interval, and pulse wave propa-
gation time are all determined to be errors). Thereafter, the
process once exits from the present flow of process. On the
other hand, in the case where any peaks are detected in any
one or both of the electrocardiographic signal normal range
and the photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse
wave signal) normal range, the process goes to step S112.
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In step S112, it is determined whether or not a peak within
the heartbeat interval normal range is detected in the elec-
trocardiographic signal. If any peak is not detected within
the normal range, a peak of the photo electric pulse wave
(acceleration pulse wave) signal is selected in step S114.
More specifically, of a plurality of peaks in the photoelectric
pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) signal, a peak of the
photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) signal
which is more likely to be accurate is selected based on peak
amplitude, a change rate of the prior heartbeat intervals
(intervals of immediately prior several heartbeats), or the
like, for example. At this time, a change rate of the peak
amplitude or the like may be added to the selection stan-
dards. Then, in step S116, only the pulse interval is output-
ted. Thereafter, the process goes to step S132. Meanwhile, if
a peak within the normal range is detected, the process goes
to step S118.

In step S118, it is determined whether or not a peak within
the pulse interval normal range is detected in the photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse wave signal). If
any peak is not detected within the normal range, a peak of
the electrocardiographic signal is selected in step S120.
More specifically, of a plurality of peaks in the electrocar-
diographic signal, a peak of the electrocardiographic signal
which is more likely to be accurate is selected based on peak
amplitude, a change rate of the prior pulse intervals (inter-
vals of immediately prior several pulses), or the like, for
example. At this time, a change rate of the peak amplitude
or the like may be added to the selection standards. Then, in
step S122, only the heartbeat interval is outputted. There-
after, the process goes to step S132. Meanwhile, if a peak
within the normal range is detected, the process goes to step
S124.

In step S124, peaks of the electrocardiographic signal and
the photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) sig-
nal are respectively selected. More specifically, of the plu-
rality of peaks in the electrocardiographic signal and the
photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) signal, a
peak of the electrocardiographic signal and a peak of the
photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) signal
which are more likely to be accurate are selected based on
each peak amplitude, each change rate of the prior heartbeat
and pulse intervals (intervals of immediately prior several
heartbeats and pulses), or the like, for example. At this time,
a change rate of each peak amplitude or the like may be
added to the selection standards.

Next, in step S126, whether a pulse wave propagation
time is abnormal or not is determined. If the pulse wave
propagation time is abnormal, the process goes to step S128.
On the other hand, if the pulse wave propagation time is not
abnormal, the process goes to step S130.

In step S128, whether or not the heartbeat interval change
rate is greater than the pulse interval change rate is deter-
mined. If the heartbeat interval change rate is greater than
the pulse interval change rate, only the pulse wave interval
is outputted in step S116. Thereafter, the process goes to step
S132. On the other hand, if the heartbeat interval change rate
is equal to or less than the pulse interval change rate, only
the heartbeat interval is outputted in step S122. Thereafter,
the process goes to step S132.

Meanwhile, in step S130, the heartbeat interval, the pulse
interval, and the pulse wave propagation time are outputted
to the display unit 340 or the like. Note that the obtained
heartbeat interval (heart rate) and pulse interval (pulse rate)
are used in the above-mentioned step S106 when the present
flow of process is executed next time.
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Next, in step S132, normal ranges of the heartbeat inter-
val, pulse interval, and pulse wave propagation time are
respectively set. Regarding the normal ranges of the heart-
beat and pulse intervals, in addition to the typical range (for
example, 0.3 seconds to 1.5 seconds), ranges in which the
change rates with respect to the prior heartbeat and pulse
intervals (intervals of immediately prior several heartbeats
and pulses) are each equal to or less than a predetermined
value are also set as the normal ranges thereof. Note that the
set normal values of the heartbeat interval and pulse interval
are used in the above-mentioned steps S104 and S106 when
the present flow of process is executed next time. Likewise,
regarding the normal range of the pulse wave propagation
time, in addition to the typical range (for example, equal to
or less than approximately 0.3 seconds), a range in which the
change rate with respect to the prior pulse wave propagation
times (propagation times for immediately prior several
heartbeats and pulses) is equal to or less than a predeter-
mined value is also set as the normal range thereof. Note that
the set normal value of the pulse wave propagation time is
used in the above-mentioned step S126 when the present
flow of process is executed next time. Then, the present flow
of process ends.

According to the present embodiment, as described thus
far, performing the signal process including the filtering
processing makes it possible to obtain an electrocardio-
graphic signal and a photoelectric pulse wave signal at
preferable S/N ratios. Further, since the corrections are made
on the delay times of the electrocardiographic signal and the
photoelectric pulse wave signal due to the signal process of
the detected electrocardiographic signal peak and photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal peak, it is possible to more accurately
specify the respective peaks of the electrocardiographic
signal and the photoelectric pulse wave signal. As such, the
pulse wave propagation time can be more precisely mea-
sured.

Further, according to the present embodiment, a delay
time of the electrocardiographic signal and a delay time of
the photoelectric pulse wave signal are obtained based on
the respective frequency components of the electrocardio-
graphic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave signal.
Accordingly, even if the first signal processing section 310
and the second signal processing section 320, both of which
include the filters, have frequency characteristics (frequency
dependency) and the amount of shift of each peak (delay
time) varies depending on each of the frequency components
of the electrocardiographic signal and the photoelectric
pulse wave signal, each of the shifts can be appropriately
corrected. This makes it possible to more precisely measure
the pulse wave propagation time.

Furthermore, according to the present embodiment, the
above-mentioned frequency components can be defined in
accordance with the pulse rate or the heart rate. In other
words, by making use of the pulse rate obtained from the
photoelectric pulse wave signal or the heart rate obtained
from the electrocardiographic signal, it is possible to obtain
the frequency components relatively with ease without per-
forming a special or dedicated process (for example, FFT or
the like).

According to the present embodiment, in the case where
aplurality of peaks of the electrocardiographic signal having
different polarities are detected, a peak which forms the
longest pulse wave propagation time within a predetermined
time is determined to be a true peak. This makes it possible
to correctly detect a peak even in a case where portions of
a biological body with which the first and second electro-
cardiographic electrodes 11 and 12 make contact are
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reversed, a user has a physical constitution such that an
R-wave (peak) included in an electrocardiographic signal is
formed upside down, or the like. In addition, because an
electrocardiographic waveform differs depending on a mea-
surement portion, the physical constitution of a user, or the
like, and deforms when experiencing filtering, R-waves are
formed at both the upper and lower sides in some case;
however, even in this case, the peak can be correctly
detected. As such, the pulse wave propagation time can be
measured more precisely.

Moreover, according to the present embodiment, in the
case where an obtained pulse wave propagation time does
not fall within a predetermined time, this obtained pulse
wave propagation time is determined to be an error. In other
words, in the case where the obtained pulse wave propaga-
tion time does not fall within the predetermined range,
taking the measurement result as an error makes it possible
to prevent an erroneous measurement of the pulse wave
propagation time. By doing so, the precision in peak error
determination of an electrocardiographic R-wave peak and a
photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) peak can
be enhanced in comparison with a case in which the deter-
mination of error is made only based on the heartbeat
interval and the pulse interval.

According to the present embodiment, in the case where
an obtained pulse wave propagation time does not fall within
a predetermined time, the detected electrocardiographic
signal peak is determined to be an error when a change rate
of the heartbeat interval is larger than a change rate of the
pulse interval, and the obtained photoelectric pulse wave
signal peak is determined to be an error when the change rate
of the pulse interval is larger than the change rate of the
heartbeat interval. In other words, by specifying which of
the peak of the electrocardiographic signal and the peak of
the photoelectric pulse wave signal is erroneously detected,
it is possible to obtain, for example, data of the pulse
interval, the heartbeat interval, or the like by using the peak
which is detected as being not erroneous.

Another Process Mode

In the above-described process mode, there is a high
possibility that noise is erroneously detected as an electro-
cardiographic R-wave peak and/or a photoelectric pulse
wave (acceleration pulse wave) peak in a case where an
obtained pulse wave propagation time does not fall within a
predetermined time; as such, it is determined that an erro-
neous obtainment has occurred in this case. However, of the
combinations of a plurality of the peaks even including
additional peaks present near the detected peaks, a combi-
nation in which a heartbeat interval, a pulse interval, and a
pulse wave propagation time are each within a predeter-
mined range and the change rates of the pulse wave propa-
gation time and so on become smaller may be selected, and
then the heartbeat interval, the pulse interval, and the pulse
wave propagation time may be calculated from the peaks
included in the selected combination.

Further, unlike the above case, in the case where no
appropriate combination is present, the electrocardiographic
R-wave peak may be determined to be noise and the
heartbeat interval and the pulse wave propagation time may
be taken as being erroneously obtained if the change rate of
the heartbeat interval is larger than that of the pulse interval;
conversely, the photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse
wave) peak may be determined to be noise and the pulse
interval and the pulse wave propagation time may be taken
as being erroneously obtained if the change rate of the
heartbeat interval is smaller than that of the pulse interval.
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According to the process mode described before, in the
example in FIG. 7 discussed above, since an absolute value
of ((heartbeat interval 2'-heartbeat interval 1)/heartbeat
interval 1) is greater than an absolute value of ((pulse
interval 2—-pulse interval 1)/pulse interval 1), the electrocar-
diographic R-wave peak is determined to be noise and the
heartbeat interval and the pulse wave propagation time are
taken as being erroneously obtained so that only the pulse
interval is obtained.

As such, another sequence of steps (another process
mode) of a pulse wave propagation time measurement
process will be described next with reference to FIG. 3.
Here, FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating another sequence of
steps of a pulse wave propagation time measurement process
carried out by the pulse wave propagation time measurement
device 1.

In step S200, an electrocardiographic signal (electrocar-
diographic waveform) detected by the electrocardiographic
sensor 10 and a photoelectric pulse wave signal (photoelec-
tric pulse waveform) detected by the photoelectric pulse
wave sensor 20 are read in. In the subsequent step S202,
filtering processing is performed on the electrocardiographic
signal (electrocardiographic waveform) and the photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal (photoelectric pulse waveform) hav-
ing been read in in step S200. Further, an acceleration pulse
wave is obtained through performing second order differ-
ential on the photoelectric pulse wave signal.

Next, in step S204, peaks of the electrocardiographic
signal and the photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration
pulse wave signal) are detected, respectively. Peak detection
of the electrocardiographic signal and peak detection of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse wave
signal) are performed within a normal range of a heartbeat
interval and a normal range of a pulse interval, respectively.
Note that the normal ranges of the heartbeat interval and the
pulse interval used here are those having been set in step
S236, which will be explained later, when the present flow
of process was last executed. Further, information such as
peak time, peak amplitude, and so on for all the detected
peaks is stored. When a shift of peak being considered, each
peak may be detected after predictive correction performed
based on a correction value having been set previously,
alternatively, candidate peaks may be detected first inside
and beyond the normal range and determined again whether
or not each of the peaks is within the normal range after a
shift of each peak is corrected in step S206, which will be
explained later.

In the subsequent step S206, delay times (shift amounts)
of the electrocardiographic signal R-wave peak and the
photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse wave)
are respectively obtained, and the electrocardiographic sig-
nal R-wave peak and the photoelectric pulse wave signal
(acceleration pulse wave) peak are respectively corrected
based on the above obtained delay times. Since the method
in which the delay times of the respective peaks are obtained
is the same as described before, detailed description thereof
is omitted herein.

Next, in step S208, it is determined whether or not peaks
of the electrocardiographic signal and the photoelectric
pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse wave signal) are
respectively detected within the heartbeat interval normal
range and the pulse interval normal range. In the case where
none of the peaks thereof are detected to be within the
normal ranges, determination of error is made in step S210
(that is, the heartbeat interval, pulse interval, and pulse wave
propagation time are all determined to be errors). Thereafter,
the process once exits from the present flow of process. On
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the other hand, in the case where any peaks are detected in
any one or both of the electrocardiographic signal normal
range and the photoelectric pulse wave signal (acceleration
pulse wave signal) normal range, the process goes to step
S212.

In step S212, it is determined whether or not a peak within
the heartbeat interval normal range is detected in the elec-
trocardiographic signal. If any peak is not detected within
the normal range, a peak of the photo electric pulse wave
(acceleration pulse wave) signal is selected in step S214.
More specifically, of a plurality of peaks in the photoelectric
pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) signal, a peak of the
photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) signal
which is more likely to be accurate is selected based on peak
amplitude, a change rate of the prior heartbeat intervals
(intervals of immediately prior several heartbeats), or the
like, for example. At this time, a change rate of the peak
amplitude or the like may be added to the selection stan-
dards. Then, in step S216, only the pulse interval is output-
ted. Thereafter, the process goes to step S236. Meanwhile, if
a peak within the normal range is detected, the process goes
to step S218.

In step 218, it is determined whether or not a peak within
the pulse interval normal range is detected in the photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal (acceleration pulse wave signal). If
any peak is not detected within the normal range, a peak of
the electrocardiographic signal is selected in step S220.
More specifically, of a plurality of peaks in the electrocar-
diographic signal, a peak of the electrocardiographic signal
which is more likely to be accurate is selected based on peak
amplitude, a change rate of the prior pulse intervals (inter-
vals of immediately prior several pulses), for example. At
this time, a change rate of the peak amplitude or the like may
be added to the selection standards. Then, in step $222, only
the heartbeat interval is outputted. Thereafter, the process
goes to step S236. Meanwhile, if a peak within the normal
range is detected, the process goes to step S224.

In step S224, peaks of the electrocardiographic signal and
the photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) sig-
nal are respectively selected. More specifically, of the plu-
rality of peaks in the electrocardiographic signal and the
photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) signal, a
peak of the electrocardiographic signal and a peak of the
photoelectric pulse wave (acceleration pulse wave) signal
which are more likely to be accurate are selected based on
each peak amplitude, each change rate of the prior heartbeat
and pulse intervals (intervals of immediately prior several
heartbeats and pulses), or the like, for example. At this time,
a change rate of each peak amplitude or the like may be
added to the selection standards.

Next, in step S226, whether a pulse wave propagation
time is abnormal or not is determined. If the pulse wave
propagation time is abnormal, the process goes to step S228.
On the other hand, if the pulse wave propagation time is not
abnormal, the process goes to step S234.

In step S228, it is determined whether or not there exists
a combination of peaks, among the combinations of one or
more detected electrocardiographic signal peaks and one or
more detected photoelectric pulse wave signal peaks, that
allows a pulse wave propagation time to be within a prede-
termined range. If there exists such peak combination, the
process goes to S230. On the other hand, if such peak
combination does not exist, the process goes to step S232.

In step S230, a combination of peaks is selected. More
specifically, selection of a combination of peaks is made in
step S230 while considering at least one of the change rate
of the pulse wave propagation time, the peak amplitude of
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the electrocardiographic signal and the change rate of the
stated amplitude, the peak amplitude of the photoelectric
pulse wave signal and the change rate of the stated ampli-
tude, the change rate of the heartbeat interval, and the
change rate of the pulse interval, so as to obtain the pulse
wave propagation time. Thereafter, the process goes to step
S234.

In step S232, whether or not the heartbeat interval change
rate is greater than the pulse interval change rate is deter-
mined. If the heartbeat interval change rate is greater than
the pulse interval change rate, only the pulse wave interval
is outputted in step S216. Thereafter, the process goes to step
S236. On the other hand, if the heartbeat interval change rate
is equal to or less than the pulse interval change rate, only
the heartbeat interval is outputted in step S222. Thereafter,
the process goes to step S236.

Meanwhile, in step S234, the heartbeat interval, the pulse
interval, and the pulse wave propagation time are outputted
to the display unit 340 or the like. Note that the obtained
heartbeat interval (heart rate) and pulse interval (pulse rate)
are used in the above-mentioned step S206 when the present
flow of process is executed next time.

Next, in step S236, normal ranges of the heartbeat inter-
val, pulse interval, and pulse wave propagation time are
respectively set. Regarding the normal ranges of the heart-
beat and pulse intervals, in addition to the typical range (for
example, 0.3 seconds to 1.5 seconds), ranges in which the
change rates with respect to the prior heartbeat and pulse
intervals (intervals of immediately prior several heartbeats
and pulses) are each equal to or less than a predetermined
value are also set as the normal ranges thereof. Note that the
set normal values of the heartbeat interval and pulse interval
are used in the above-mentioned steps S204 and S206 when
the present flow of process is executed next time. Likewise,
regarding the normal range of the pulse wave propagation
time, in addition to the typical range (for example, equal to
or less than approximately 0.3 seconds), a range in which the
change rate with respect to the prior pulse wave propagation
times (propagation times for immediately prior several
heartbeats and pulses) is equal to or less than a predeter-
mined value is also set as the normal range thereof. Note that
the set normal value of the pulse wave propagation time is
used in the above-mentioned step S226 when the present
flow of process is executed next time. Then, the present flow
of process ends.

According to the present process mode, even in a case
where a pulse wave propagation time measurement value
does not fall within a predetermine time, a pulse wave
propagation time which is more likely to be accurate can be
obtained.

Thus far, the embodiments of the present invention have
been discussed. Note that, however, the present invention is
not intended to be limited to the above embodiments, and
various modifications can be made thereupon. For example,
although polarities of electrocardiographic wave peaks are
automatically determined in the above embodiment, the
configuration may be such that an inverter 315 (inverting
means) to invert the polarities of electrocardiographic sig-
nals is provided between the digital filter 314 and the peak
detector 316 as shown in FIG. 1 where the inverter 315 is
illustrated with a broken line with a rectangular frame.
Alternatively, a configuration in which a user physically
switches interconnections provided between the first and
second electrocardiographic electrodes 11, 12 and the ampli-
fying section 311 may be employed.

In the case where the inverter 315 is provided, the inverter
315 inverts the polarity of an electrocardiographic signal
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when the pulse wave propagation time measurement section
330 determines that an R-wave peak of the electrocardio-
graphic signal is formed at the lower side of the signal. That
is, the electrocardiographic wave is converted upside down.
Through this, even in a case where portions of a biological
body with which the first and second electrocardiographic
electrodes 11 and 12 make contact are reversed, the physical
constitution of a user is such that an R-wave (peak) included
in an electrocardiographic signal is formed upside down, or
the like, inverting the polarity of the electrocardiographic
signal makes it possible to correctly detect the peak and
measure a pulse wave propagation time with precision.

Although a pulse rate is used when obtaining the fre-
quency components of an electrocardiographic signal and a
photoelectric pulse wave signal in the above embodiment,
the configuration may be such that the frequency compo-
nents are obtained by performing processing such as FFT or
the like.

Further, in the embodiment, a delay time (amount of shift)
of each peak is obtained based on the frequency components
of the electrocardiographic signal and the photoelectric
signal. However, in the case where the analog filters 312,
322 and the digital filter 314, 324 are so designed that the
frequency characteristics thereof do not largely vary within
a frequency range of the pulsation component, a configura-
tion in which the delay time (amount of shift) of the peak can
be assumed to be substantially constant so as to calculate a
pulse wave propagation time may be employed.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 pulse wave propagation time measurement device
10 electrocardiographic sensor

11 first electrocardiographic electrode
12 second electrocardiographic electrode
20 photoelectric pulse wave sensor

21 light-emitting element

22 light-receiving element

30 signal processing unit

310 first signal processing section

320 second signal processing section
311, 321 amplifying section

312, 322 analog filter

313, 323 A/D converter

341, 324 digital filter

315 inverter

325 second order differential processor
316, 326 peak detector

317, 327 delay time obtaining section
318, 328 peak corrector

330 pulse wave propagation time measurement section
340 display unit

350 driver

The invention claimed is:

1. A pulse wave propagation time measurement device

comprising:

an electrocardiographic sensor including at least one
electrocardiographic electrode configured to detect an
electrocardiographic signal,

a photoelectric pulse wave sensor including a light-
emitting element and a light-receiving element config-
ured to detect a photoelectric pulse wave signal,

a first signal processor configured to filter the electrocar-
diographic signal;

a second signal processor configured to filter the photo-
electric pulse wave signal;
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a peak detector configured to detect a peak of the elec-
trocardiographic signal filtered by the first signal pro-
cessor and a peak of the photoelectric pulse wave signal
filtered by the second signal processor;

a delay time obtaining unit configured to obtain a delay
time of at least one of the electrocardiographic signal
filtered by the first signal processor and the photoelec-
tric pulse wave signal filtered by the second signal
processor;

a correcting unit configured to correct at least one of the
peak of the electrocardiographic signal and the peak of
the photoelectric pulse wave signal detected by the
peak detector based on at least one of the delay time of
the electrocardiographic signal and the photoelectric
pulse wave signal obtained by the delay time obtaining
unit; and

a calculating unit configured to calculate a pulse wave
propagation time from a time difference between the
peak of the photoelectric pulse wave signal and the
peak of the electrocardiographic signal corrected by the
correcting unit.

2. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 1, wherein the delay time obtaining unit
is configured to obtain the delay time of the electrocardio-
graphic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave signal based
on frequency components of the electrocardiographic signal
and the photoelectric pulse wave signal, respectively.

3. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 2, wherein the frequency components
correspond to a pulse rate obtained from the photoelectric
pulse wave signal or a heart rate obtained from the electro-
cardiographic signal.

4. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 1, further comprising an inverting circuit
configured to invert polarity of the electrocardiographic
signal detected by the electrocardiographic sensor.

5. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 1, wherein, when a plurality of peaks of
the electrocardiographic signal have different polarities, the
calculating unit calculates a peak that forms a longest pulse
wave propagation time within a predetermined time as a true
peak among the plurality of peaks of the electrocardio-
graphic signal.

6. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 1, wherein the calculating unit deter-
mines that the calculated pulse wave propagation time is in
error when the calculated pulse wave propagation time is not
within a predetermined time.

7. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 1, wherein, when the calculated pulse
wave propagation time is not within a predetermined time,
the calculating unit determines the detected peak of the
electrocardiographic signal is in error when a change rate of
a heartbeat interval is larger than a change rate of a pulse
interval.

8. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 1, wherein, when the calculated pulse
wave propagation time is not within a predetermined time,
the calculating unit determines the detected peak of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal is in error when a change
rate of the pulse interval is larger than a change rate of the
heartbeat interval.

9. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 1, wherein, when the calculated pulse
wave propagation time is not within a predetermined time,
the calculating unit:



US 9,510,759 B2

21

searches for a combination of an electrocardiographic
signal peak and a photoelectric pulse wave signal peak
from the detected peak and one or more additional
peaks of the electrocardiographic signal, and the
detected peak and one or more additional peaks of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal peaks that allows a
pulse wave propagation time to fall within the prede-
termined time,
selects the combination based on at least one of a rate of
change of the pulse wave propagation time, amplitude
of the electrocardiographic signal peak and rate of
change of the amplitude, amplitude of the photoelectric
pulse wave signal peak and a rate of change of the
amplitude, a rate of change rate of the heartbeat inter-
val, and a rate of change rate of the pulse interval; and

calculates the pulse wave propagation time based on the
selecting combination.

10. A method for determining a pulse wave propagation
time, the method comprising:

detecting, by an electrocardiographic sensor, an electro-

cardiographic signal;

detecting, by a photoelectric pulse wave sensor, a photo-

electric pulse wave signal;

filtering by at least one signal processor, the electrocar-

diographic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave
signal,
detecting a peak of the electrocardiographic signal and a
peak of the photoelectric pulse wave signal;

obtaining a delay time of at least one of the electrocar-
diographic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave
signal;
correcting at least one of the peak of the electrocardio-
graphic signal and the peak of photoelectric pulse wave
signal based on at least one of the delay time of the
electrocardiographic signal and the delay time of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal, respectively; and

calculating a pulse wave propagation time from a time
difference between the peak of the photoelectric pulse
wave signal and the peak of the electrocardiographic
signal.

11. The method of determining pulse wave propagation
time according to claim 10, further comprising obtaining the
delay time of the electrocardiographic signal and the delay
time of the photoelectric pulse wave signal based on fre-
quency components of the electrocardiographic signal and
the photoelectric pulse wave signal, respectively.

12. The method of determining pulse wave propagation
time according to claim 11, wherein the frequency compo-
nents correspond to a pulse rate obtained from the photo-
electric pulse wave signal or a heart rate obtained from the
electrocardiographic signal.

13. The method of determining pulse wave propagation
time according to claim 10, further comprising inverting a
polarity of the detected electrocardiographic signal.

14. The method of determining pulse wave propagation
time according to claim 10, further comprising calculating a
peak that forms a longest pulse wave propagation time
within a predetermined time as a true peak among a plurality
of peaks of the electrocardiographic signal when the plural-
ity of peaks of the electrocardiographic signal have different
polarities.

15. The method of determining pulse wave propagation
time according to claim 10, further comprising determining
that the calculated pulse wave propagation time is in error
when the calculated pulse wave propagation time is not
within a predetermined time.
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16. The method of determining pulse wave propagation
time according to claim 10, wherein, when the calculated
pulse wave propagation time is not within a predetermined
time, the method further comprises determining the detected
peak of the electrocardiographic signal is in error when a
change rate of a heartbeat interval is larger than a change rate
of a pulse interval.

17. The method of determining pulse wave propagation
time according to claim 10, wherein, when the calculated
pulse wave propagation time is not within a predetermined
time, the method further comprises determining the detected
peak of the photoelectric pulse wave signal is in error when
a change rate of the pulse interval is larger than a change rate
of the heartbeat interval.

18. The method of determining pulse wave propagation
time according to claim 10, wherein, when the calculated
pulse wave propagation time is not within a predetermined
time, the method further comprises:

searching for a combination of an electrocardiographic
signal peak and a photoelectric pulse wave signal peak
from the detected peak and one or more additional
peaks of the electrocardiographic signal, and the
detected peak and one or more additional peaks of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal peaks that allows a
pulse wave propagation time to fall within the prede-
termined time,

selecting the combination based on at least one of a rate
of change of the pulse wave propagation time, ampli-
tude of the electrocardiographic signal peak and rate of
change of the amplitude, amplitude of the photoelectric
pulse wave signal peak and a rate of change of the
amplitude, a rate of change rate of the heartbeat inter-
val, and a rate of change rate of the pulse interval; and

calculating the pulse wave propagation time based on the
selecting combination.

19. A pulse wave propagation time measurement device

comprising:
an electrocardiographic sensor including at least one
electrocardiographic electrode configured to detect an
electrocardiographic signal,
a photoelectric pulse wave sensor including a light-
emitting element and a light-receiving element config-
ured to detect a photoelectric pulse wave signal,
a plurality of filters configured to filter the electrocardio-
graphic signal and the photoelectric pulse wave signal,
respectively; and
at least one hardware processor configured to:
detect a peak of the electrocardiographic signal filtered
by the first signal processor and a peak of the
photoelectric pulse wave signal filtered by the sec-
ond signal processor,

obtain a delay time of at least one of the electrocar-
diographic signal filtered by the first signal processor
and the photoelectric pulse wave signal filtered by
the second signal processor,

correct at least one of the peak of the electrocardio-
graphic signal and the peak of the photoelectric pulse
wave signal detected by the peak detector based on
at least one of the delay time of the electrocardio-
graphic signal and the delay time of the photoelectric
pulse wave signal, and

calculate a pulse wave propagation time from a time
difference between the peak of the photoelectric
pulse wave signal and the peak of the electrocardio-
graphic signal corrected by the correcting unit.

20. The pulse wave propagation time measurement device
according to claim 19, wherein, when the calculated pulse
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wave propagation time is not within a predetermined time,
the at least one hardware processor is further configured to
determines the detected peak of the electrocardiographic
signal is in error when:
a change rate of a heartbeat interval is larger than a change 5
rate of a pulse interval, or
a change rate of the pulse interval is larger than a change
rate of the heartbeat interval.

# % % k&

24



patsnap

LT RBFROF) BRI B RS A B3 B
RIF(DE)S US9510759 KF(rE)B 2016-12-06
HiES US14/750260 RiFH 2015-06-25

FRIRBE(EFR)AGE) BRARANBEEST
R (TR AGE) B SAASASIERRT. , LTD.
SR EEAR)AGE) RAHENEFMERR. , LTD.

[#RI &8 A SHIMUTA TORU
HAYASHI TAKANORI

RAAN SHIMUTA, TORU
HAYASHI, TAKANORI

IPCH =S A61B5/04 A61B5/0456 A61B5/024 A61B5/0452 A61B5/0245 A61B5/00 A61B5/021
CPCH %= A61B5/02125 A61B5/0245 A61B5/02416 A61B5/0452 A61B5/0456 A61B5/7289
k£ 2013035546 2013-02-26 JP

H AT SOk US20150366473A1

SNEBEEE Espacenet USPTO

MWE(F)

—MEEREENEANERE 2K F-ESLER , AYBALBRE
RN A O BESHATIRN B ZFE S EE , Hx i Bpoh R &=
BRI B9 BRI B SHATIRR I ERNEE , |, 23REBLBERFS
K BRI RAS 5 BV HER B B RV EESR B (B 3R ENER 20 , 0 AR IE LD B EI(E
SHAXBRERESHIEENIEERERETROBESMATRL S
BORAS 5 ROEER BT ) |, AR BRIER A B N EER , ERFEFIACBE
S RMPR S BRSSO R EEE 2 BR AT EZE | R KR & et
I8l



https://share-analytics.zhihuiya.com/view/7a258157-1b80-4944-bc89-5a563b25fa39
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/051427987/publication/US9510759B2?q=US9510759B2
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&d=PALL&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsrchnum.htm&r=1&f=G&l=50&s1=9510759.PN.&OS=PN/9510759&RS=PN/9510759

