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Algorithm 2 Prediction Update
1: procedure [xi] = INCREMENT(X]_,, ug—1,2k, Qr, R)

2 H=Vh{xp)

3 8 =HQ.H + R

£ T=Qp- QuH'STTHQ:

5: fori=1:Ndo

& %, =1 (xi_1 S Tey) b prediction update
T g, = h(X, 1)

8: }"(i = ‘"(}: +ZHR] 'MODMINUS{zz, ii_l ,24) & measurement update
9: Draw xi ~ U(&}, diag®) b draw x4, from p(x|x%,_,,2)
10: %,(2) = mod(x(2), 24) » keep phase within [0, 24)

1 endfor
12; end procedure

FIGURE 12A

IMPORTANCE WEIGHT PROCEDURE (BLOCK 222)

Algorithm 3 Measurement Update
1: procedure [wi]= IMPORTANCEWEIGHT(x}, %, Qk, Ri)
S =HQ:H' + R¢
fori=1:Ndo
i?; = h(Xi., uk} .
dy = MODMINUS(zk, 2, 24) r phase difference using modulo
wi = A(ds;0,5(2,2)) » set particle weight to p(z|xi)
and for
fori=1:Ndo
wi = wi/SN,wi b normalize the weights
1 endfor
11: end procedura
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METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR CIRCADIAN
PHYSIOLOGY PREDICTIONS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 12/626,846 with a filing date of Nov. 27, 2009 issued as
U.S. Pat. No. 8,484,153 on 9 Jul. 2013, which in turn is a
continuation-in-part of PCT application No. PCT/CA2008/
001007, with an international filing date of 29 May 2008,
which in turn claims priority from U.S. application No.
60/932,102 filed 29 May 2007. All documents cited within
this paragraph are hereby incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to systems and methods for tracking
the state of a subject’s circadian physiology. Particular
embodiments provide state estimation systems and methods
which combine mathematical models of circadian physiol-
ogy, measurements of incident light, and measurements of
physiological parameters to generate statistical estimates of
circadian states.

BACKGROUND

The word “circadian” is derived from the Latin words
circa, meaning about, and dies, or day and refers to processes
with 24 hour rhythms. Circadian physiological rhythms are
present in organisms across the animal and plant kingdoms.
Circadian rhythms are thought to be driven by an internal
pacemaker that maintains a self-regulating oscillation with a
24 hour period. Recent research has revealed the molecular
structures which form the core of the human circadian pace-
maker. The pacemaker serves as a central timing mechanism
which synchronizes the rhythms of a wide array of physi-
ological systems.

Circadian Pacemaker Mechanism

Daily fluctuations in human physiology, such as sleeping
and body temperature changes, have long been observed,
however, it was not until the 1970s that strong experimental
evidence of the existence in humans of an endogenous circa-
dian pacemaker emerged. Subsequently, in the 1990s the
molecular basis of a central human circadian pacemaker was
identified. More specifically, research indicates that a
molecular clock located in the suprachiasmatic nucleus
(SCN) in the hypothalamus region of the brain maintains an
approximate 24 hour rhythm. While evidence of additional
peripheral oscillators exists, such as in the liver, the SCN
pacemaker is believed to play the central role in regulating
circadian timing signals for other physiological systems.

Although the circadian pacemaker has an intrinsic period
close to 24 hours, precise synchronization to the external
environment is maintained by external stimuli referred to as
“zeitgebers” (from German zeit (time) and geber (giver)). For
most organisms, including humans, the strongest known zeit-
geber is light. The daily transitions between light and dark
caused by the earth’s rotation relative to the sun create a
strong environmental stimulus to which organisms naturally
synchronize.

Synchronization of the circadian pacemaker to light occurs
through photoreceptors in the retina which have a neural
pathway to the SCN that is distinct from the neural pathway of
the visual system. Signals arriving to the SCN modify both
the phase and amplitude of the pacemaker’s oscillations. The
duration, intensity, timing of light exposure relative to circa-
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dian phase and the pattern of light exposure are all factors
which have been observed to influence an organism’s circa-
dian pacemaker.

Studying the effects of circadian rhythms is generally not
as straight forward as considering 24 hour physiological
oscillations. Daily patterns of physical activity and sleep-
wake also generally occur on a 24 hour schedule, so it is
desirable to distinguish between behavior-induced rhythms
(e.g. body temperature rising during the day because of walk-
ing) and endogenously driven rhythms (e.g. body temperature
rising based on internal circadian thermoregulatory signals).

Two predominant experimental techniques for isolating
circadian effects are referred to as the “forced desynchrony”
and “constant routine” protocols. Both occur in time isolation
laboratories. The forced desynchrony technique forces an
individual’s sleep and wake schedules to desynchronize from
their internal circadian pacemaker. The constant routine tech-
nique eliminates sleep/wake effects by keeping individuals
awake in a constant environment for more than 24 hours.
Based on studies conducted with these protocols, anumber of
relationships between the circadian pacemaker and various
physiological systems has been identified. Non-limiting
examples of physiological systems that are, or may be,
effected by, or otherwise related to, the circadian pacemaker
include: core body temperature (CBT), hormonal melatonin
concentration, hormonal cortisol concentration, rate of cell
proliferation, the cardiac regulatory system, chemoreceptive
respiratory feedback system and cognitive performance
(alertness).

Indirect Measurement of Circadian State

Since the human central circadian pacemaker mechanism
is inaccessibly located in the brain, its state cannot be mea-
sured directly. Some researchers have attempted to indirectly
measure a subject’s circadian state by inferring the subject’s
circadian state from measurements of downstream physi-
ological systems. A complication arising out of such indirect
inference is that systems with an observable circadian modu-
lation, such as CBT and melatonin secretion for example, are
also responsive to other physiological systems and/or envi-
ronmental stimulus. From the perspective of attempting to
infer a subject’s circadian state, such physiological systems
and/or environmental stimulus are considered to mask the
circadian contribution to the observed physiological system.
Accordingly, most indirect measurements of a subject’s cir-
cadian state require methods to “demask” the circadian signal
components of an observable system from the other, non-
circadian components. Two demasking approaches which
have been used in the past involve: physical elimination of
time-varying exogenous stimulus; and extraction of exog-
enous factors using signal processing techniques. Laboratory
protocols associated with holding all exogenous stimuli con-
stant may be referred to as “constant routine” techniques.
Signal processing methods for extracting exogenous factors
may be referred to as “purification” techniques.

The Constant Routine Technique

CBT and hormonal melatonin levels are two physiological
systems that tend to exhibit consistent and observable circa-
dian rhythms. However, CBT also responds to physical activ-
ity, posture, ambient temperature, and sleep and melatonin
secretion is also responsive to ambient light exposure. A
constant routine demasking procedure developed by Czeisler
(Czeisler, C., J. Allan, S. Strogatz, E. Ronda, R. Sanchez, C.
Rios, G. Freitag, G. Richardson, and R. Kronauer, Bright light
resets the human circadian pacemaker independent of the
timing of the sleep-wake cycle. Science 233:4764, 667-671;
1986 (Czeisler 1986)) attempts to minimize such confound-
ing effects on CBT and melatonin levels, by placing subjects
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in a strictly controlled laboratory environment. To reduce the
effects of sleep-wake transitions and posture changes, the
Czeisler technique typically involves: keeping subjects
awake for long periods of time (e.g. up to 40 hours) in a
semi-recumbent position; setting light exposure to a low level
(e.g. to 10 lux); introducing meals at regular intervals (e.g.
one hour intervals); and limiting physical activity.

During the constant routine technique, CBT may be mea-
sured continuously and the circadian contribution to the CBT
(a roughly sinusoidal oscillation with an amplitude of
approximately 2° C.) may be monitored. The timing of the
minimum of this approximately sinusoidal CBT oscillation
typically occurs between 4:00 AM and 5:00 AM and is may be
used as an indicator of the circadian state of a subject. The
natural circadian melatonin cycle includes an onset in secre-
tion approximately at one’s typical sleep time. The timing of
this onset is driven by the circadian pacemaker; however,
melatonin secretion is also affected by exposure to ambient
light. The dim light conditions of the constant routine tech-
nique facilitate measurement of the Dim Light Melatonin
Onset (DLMO) time.

The constant routine technique is currently accepted as a
state of the art method for experimentally assessing the cir-
cadian state of a subject and is the primary method by which
data have been collected about the circadian-phase-shifting
effects of light. Despite the success of the constant routine
technique, its application is limited to laboratory environ-
ments and ofteninvolves subject discomfort (e.g. having to be
awake for 40 hours).

The Purification Technique

The “purification” demasking approach is another method
of circadian state estimation which attempts to use signal
analysis techniques to remove masking contributions from
observed physiological phenomena (i.e. to extract the circa-
dian contribution from the observed physiological phenom-
ena). Typically, purification techniques attempt to avoid the
restrictive physical constraints of the constant routine tech-
nique. Physical activity and sleep represent two well-known
masking factors associated with the observable phenomena
of CBT. Consequently, prior art purification methods have
focused on the separation of the effects physical activity and
sleep contributions to CBT from the circadian component
contribution to CBT. In contrast to the constant routine tech-
nique, participants in purification studies have been allowed
to follow regular sleep/wake schedules with free ambulatory
movement during waking periods.

Waterhouse has developed statistical methods of purifica-
tion utilizing data from activity sensors. One method involves
categorizing activity during waking and sleep periods and
then calculating an associated temperature effect from each
activity category (Waterhouse, 1., D. Weinert, D. Minors, S.
Folkard, D. Owens, G. Atkinson, D. Macdonald, N. Sytnik, P.
Tucker, and T. Reilly, A comparison of some different meth-
ods for purifying core temperature data from humans. Chro-
nobiology International 17:4, 539-566; 2000 (Waterhouse
2000A)). A second method uses a linear regression based on
direct mean scores from activity sensors (Waterhouse 2000a).
Recent developments in purification-based methods have
introduced some basic thermoregulatory models (Weinert,
D., A. Nevill, R. Weinandy, and I. Waterhouse, The develop-
ment of new purification methods to assess the circadian
rhythm of body temperature in mongolian gerbils. Chrono-
biology International 20:2, 249-270; 2003).

While results using purification techniques have been
shown to be comparable to constant routine techniques in
some cases (Waterhouse, J., S. Kao, D. Weinert, B. Edwards,
G. Atkinson, and T. Reilly, Measuring phase shifts in humans
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following a simulated time-zone transition: Agreement
between constant routine and purification methods. Chrono-
biology International 22(5), 829-858; 2005), there remains
contention among experts about the accuracy of purification
approaches relative to constant routine techniques. A signifi-
cant limitation of the statistical purification approach is that
during periods of significant desynchrony between sleep-
wake times and circadian phase. linear methods to separate
the two effects from CBT data are inherently unreliable.
Actigraphy

Another approach to indirectly measuring the circadian
state of an individual is referred to as actigraphy and is based
on the assumption that there is a direct correlation between an
individual’s rest-activity thythm and their sleep-wake rhythm
and thus their circadian state. Actigraphy involves recording
of rest-activity patterns using sensors which record gross
physical movement. Typically, actigraphs are implemented
using wrist-worn accelerometers.

Actigraphy has been used to indirectly measure the circa-
dian state of cancer patients for timing the delivery of chro-
nomodulated chemotherapy drugs. The type of circadian
variation present in actigraph measurements has also been
shown to provide an indicator of ‘health status’ of cancer
patients. Actigraphy appears attractive for use in field appli-
cations, since it is portable and generally non-invasive. How-
ever, studies to date have yet to produce strong evidence
demonstrating the link between actigraphy and more direct
physiological systems known to be correlated to circadian
state (e.g. CBT or melatonin). Actigraphy-based techniques
have been applied only to individual’s following a regular
diurnal schedule. As such, confounding factors such as intetr-
individual variations in circadian phase, differences in behav-
ioral patterns, and irregular schedules, such as arise with
shift-work or the like, limit the accuracy and precision of
actigraphy-based techniques.

Modeling and Predicting Circadian Dynamics

An alternative to measurement of observable physiological
phenomena and using such physiological measurements to
estimate an individual’s circadian state involve the use of
predictive models of circadian pacemaker physiology. Math-
ematical models describing the dynamic response of the cir-
cadian pacemaker have been used to predict the behavior of
the circadian pacemaker under specific light exposure sce-
narios.

Mathematical Models of Circadian State

The most widely accepted model of the circadian pace-
maker was developed by Kronauer et al in 1987 based on
observations of dose-response relationships between light
exposure and circadian phase shifts. Kronauer inferred from
experimental data that the model should have both a self-
regulating oscillator component representing the internal cir-
cadian pacemaker, and a light input response component
representing the pathway from light in the eye to a synchro-
nizing input on the oscillator. Subsequent discovery of the
molecular functionality of the circadian pacemaker has sup-
ported the general physiological basis of the Kronauer model.
A refined version of the Kronauer model (the Kronauer-Jew-
ett model) was published in 1999 (Jewett, M., D. Forger, and
R. Kronauer, Revised limit cycle oscillator model of human
circadian pacemaker. Journal of Biological Rhythms 14:6,
493-499; 1999 (Jewett 1999Db)).

FIG. 1 represents a schematic, block-diagram depiction of
the Kronauer-Jewett model 10, which comprises a dynamic
model including a circadian pacemaker component 12 and a
physiological marker component 14 for comparison to amea-
surable physiological parameter. In the prior art Kronauer-
Jewett model 10 of FIG. 1, the measurable physiological



US 9,189,739 B2

5

parameter is the subject’s CBT. Circadian pacemaker com-
ponent 12 of the Kronauer-Jewett model 10 receives a light
input I together with a set of initial conditions x,,,,,, X_. ,,,;; and
n,,;; corresponding to its model variables X, x. and n and uses
this information together with its model equations to generate
output model variables x, x,.. Typical profiles of output model
variables x, x_ are shown in FIG. 2. It may be observed that
output model variables x, x,, are approximately sinusoidal in
shape with a period of approximately 24 hours and that output
model variables x, x . are approximately 90° out of phase with
one another.

Physiological marker component 14 of the Kronauer-Jew-
ett model 10 incorporates a minimizer component 16. Mini-
mizer component 16 receives the output model variable x and
returns a time at which output model variable x is a minimum
X, AS shown in FIG. 2, the minimum x ., (also referred to
as anadir of the model variable x) occurs once every period of
output model variable x or approximately once every 24
hours. The time at which output model variable x is a mini-
mum x,,,,,, is referred to FIGS. 1 and 2 as ¢,,,,,{x}.

The Kronauver-Jewett model 10 also incorporates the
experimentally determined observation that the time ¢,,,,,, {x}
that the model variable x is a minimum x_, is correlated to
the time of the CBT minimum CBT, .. The time that physi-
ological marker component 14 predicts to be the time of
CBT,, is referred to in FIG. 1 as ¢,,,,{CBT}. As can be seen
by observation of summing junction 18, the Kronauer-Jewett
model 10 incorporates the experimentally determined rela-
tionship that the time ¢,,,,{CBT} typically occurs 0.8 hours
afterthetime ¢, {x}. Physiological marker component 14 of
the Kronauer-Jewett model 10 outputs the time ¢,,,,,{ CBT} of
the CBT minimum CBT, ,,, which in turn permits comparison
of the Kronauer-Jewett model 10 to measured CBT values.
Since the time ¢,,,;,,{x} that the model variable x is a minimum
X,., 15 only output once every approximately 24 hours, it
follows that physiological marker component 14 only outputs
thetime ¢, {CBT} of the CBT minimum CBT,,,, once every
approximately 24 hours.

The Kronauer-Jewett circadian pacemaker model 10 has
been used with differential-equation-solving algorithms to
generate simulations predicting the phase shift of the circa-
dian pacemaker, starting from known initial conditions (x,,,,,,
X, iniss Miis)» 10 TESpONSE t0 a given light exposure pattern (I).
This predictive capability has been successfully used to
design of experimental protocols and confirm experimental
observations of circadian phase shifts in a laboratory context.
Despite the apparent usefulness of the Kronauer-Jewett
model 10, it has not actually been widely applied in broader
contexts—e.g. outside of an experimental laboratory environ-
ment.

A number of drawbacks have tended to limit widespread
adoption of the prior art Kronauer-Jewett model 10 as a gen-
eral modeling framework. By way of non-limiting example,
such limitations include: (i) the circadian phase of the subject
is not presented as a continuous variable which can be moni-
tored (e.g. as an output of model 10) or updated (e.g. as an
initial condition of model 10); (ii) the correlation between the
circadian phase and physiological marker 14 is not defined in
a statistical manner (i.e. Kronauer-Jewett model 10 does not
incorporate statistical uncertainties); and (iii) the Kronauer-
Jewett model 10 only specifies a correlation to CBT andnot to
other physiologically observable phenomena.

Alertness Models

One use of circadian physiology models is in the field of
human alertness modeling and prediction. Human alertness
may also be referred to as human performance. Current mod-
els of human alertness incorporate both a sleep-related com-
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ponent and a circadian component; however, most of the
widely used human-alertness models assume a fixed circa-
dian phase—e.g. a series of sinusoidal harmonics with a
predetermined and constant phase. With such constant phase
assumption, scenarios in which the actual circadian phase of
a subject may be non-stationary, e.g. shift work or transme-
ridian travel, cannot be accurately modeled. Some human-
alertness models incorporate the potential for changing cir-
cadian phase. One such human-alertness model uses a version
of the Kronauer model for accommodating variations in the
circadian phase (Jewett, M. and R. Kronauer (1999). Interac-
tive mathematical models of subjective alertness and cogni-
tive throughput in humans. Journal of Biological Rhythms
14:6, 588-597; 1999 (Jewett 1999a)). Another such human-
alertness model uses a “rule of thumb” for shifting the circa-
dian phase in response to time-zone changes—e.g. a constant
rate of change of the circadian phase until the subject is
entrained to the new time zone (Akerstedt, T., S. Folkard, and
C. Portin, Predictions from the three process model of alert-
ness. AVIATION SPACE AND ENVIRONMENTAL MEDI-
CINE March 75:3, Suppl., A75-A83; 2004). The lack of
dynamic circadian modeling has been identified as a general
need in the context of human alertness prediction.

One of the challenges in applying a human-alertness model
incorporating a detailed dynamic circadian pacemaker model
to real world scenarios is that current simulation methods
require precise specification of initial conditions and com-
plete knowledge of light levels during the course of the simu-
lation. In uncontrolled environments, such as in an actual
workplace or in almost any scenario outside of a laboratory, it
1s difficult to assess both the circadian phase and ambient light
levels for a specific individual. It may be this reason that the
Kronauer-Jewett model 10 has found application in simulat-
ing laboratory environment scenarios, where circadian phase
and light levels can be controlled, but has not been widely
used in operational scenarios. This inability to apply circa-
dian predictions to real world environments may be partially
responsible for the fact that despite a well-established model
of the circadian pacemaker, it remains difficult for scientists
to provide definitive advice concerning specific circadian
adjustment countermeasures.

There is a general desire for systems and methods for
predicting a belief in or probability of the circadian state of a
subject which may overcome or ameliorate some of the afore-
mentioned issues with the prior art,

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In drawings which depict non-limiting embodiments of the
invention:

FIG. 1 schematically depicts the prior art Kronauer-Jewett
model for circadian phase estimation in response to changes
in light exposure;

FIG. 2 depicts typical curves of the model variables (x, x_)
of the FIG. 1 Kronauer-Jewett model,

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of a system for estimating
abeliefin a circadian phase according to a particular embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates a system model which
incorporates a modified version of the FIG. 1 Kronauer-Jew-
ett model and which is suitable for use in the FI1G. 3 circadian
phase estimation system;

FIG. 5 is a graphical relationship between the model vari-
ables (x, x_) of the FIG. 1 Kronauer-Jewett model and the
mode] variables (A, ¢) of the FIG. 4 modified Kronauer-
Jewett model;
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FIGS. 6A and 6B respectively depict plots showing the
phase angle 6 and the phase offset ¢ for the cases of a constant
phase offset ¢ and for the case of a shift in phase offset ¢;

FIGS. 7A and 7B respectively depict plots showing how
the continuous phase offset estimates compare to the Kro-
nauer-Jewett nadir-reference phase offset estimates for the
case where the phase offset is relatively constant (i.e. where a
subject has entrained to particular pattern of sleep and light
exposure) and for the case of a shift in phase offset;

FIG. 8 a schematic depiction of the operation of the physi-
ological phase estimator of the FIG. 1 system according to a
particular embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 9 schematically depicts a method 200 of Bayesian
filtering according to a particular embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 10 is a more detailed schematic depiction of the FIG.
1 estimation system;

FIG. 11 schematically depicts a particle filtering method
according to a particular embodiment of the invention;,

FIGS. 12A, 12B, 12C and 12D respectively represent
pseudocode procedures for implementing the prediction
update, IMPORTANCE WEIGHT, RESAMPLE and MOVE
blocks of the FIG. 11 particle filtering method,

FIGS.13A, 13B and 13C schematically depict an example
of a Gaussian kernel replacement to reconstruct a continuous
PDF from a particle distribution according to a particular
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 14 shows a number of plots of simulated data relating
to state variables in a first simulation scenario with a 24 point
particle filter;

FIG. 15 shows phase PDFs generated by a second simula-
tion scenario with no noise;

FIG. 16 shows phase PDFs generated by the second simu-
lation scenario with process noise;

FIG. 17 shows phase PDFs generated by the second simu-
lation scenario with process noise and light input noise;

FIG. 18 schematically depicts the light pattern used for
third and fourth simulation scenarios;

FIG. 19 shows phase PDFs generated by a third simulation
scenario;

FIG. 20 shows phase PDFs generated by a fourth simula-
tion scenario;

FIG. 21 is schematic illustration of an experimental phase
prediction system according to a particular embodiment;

FIG. 22A shows phase PDFs generated by the FIG. 21
system for a human subject without incorporation of prior
sleep history information;

FIGS. 23 A, 23B and 23C respectively show the evolution
of the phase PDFs of a human subject experiment in the cases
of a Bayesian particle filter estimation without physiological
measurement information (FIG. 23A), a CBT measurement
only (FIG. 23B) and a Bayesian particle filter estimation with
CBT measurement information (23C);

FIG. 24 shows the FIG. 23 phase PDFs at the conclusion of
the human subject experiment; and

FIG. 25 shows melatonin and cortisol measurements taken
from an individual subject and shows the results of a Fourier
curve-fitting technique used to obtain physiological feature
PDFs according to a particular embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Throughout the following description, specific details are
set forth in order to provide a more thorough understanding of
the invention. However, the invention may be practiced with-
out these particulars. In other instances, well known elements
have not been shown or described in detail to avoid unneces-
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sarily obscuring the invention. Accordingly, the specification
and drawings are to be regarded in an illustrative, rather than
a restrictive, sense.

Systems and methods are provided for predicting a circa-
dian state of an individual. The systems and methods may be
implemented, at least in part, using a computer or other suit-
ably configured processor. The methods comprise: providing
a state-space model representative of the response of the
circadian state to light stimulus, the model comprising at least
one state variable representative of a probability distribution
function (PDF) of a phase offset of the circadian state of the
individual; and using the model to estimate an updated PDF
of the phase offset, wherein using the model to estimate the
updated PDF of the phase offset comprises performing a
Bayesian estimation process commencing with an initial PDF
of the phase offset and iterating toward the updated PDF of
the phase offset. Systems may comprise processors suitably
configured for carrying out the methods of the invention.

FIG. 3 schematically depicts a circadian phase estimation
system 100 according to a particular embodiment of the
invention. System 100 estimates the circadian phase ¢ of an
individual subject (not shown). In particular embodiments,
the circadian phase ¢ estimates output by system 100 may
comprise statistical information relating to the circadian
phase ¢—e.g. a probability distribution function (PDF) relat-
ing to the circadian phase ¢. Such statistical information may
express a belief or confidence interval in the circadian phase
¢ estimate.

In the illustrated embodiment, estimation system 100
receives light input information 102 (also referred to in the
drawings as light input information I) which relates to the
amount of light experienced by the individual subject. Light
information 102, I may be measured and/or controlled.
Examples of light sensor input devices (not explicitly shown)
which directly measure light to provide light information 102,
Tinclude, by way of non-limiting example: illumination sen-
sor(s) which may be located on the body ofthe subject (e.g. on
a wrist-watch, wrist-mounted actigraph or attached to the
user’s clothing) or which may be located in the environ-
ment(s) (e.g. a building or ambient light location) in which the
subject is located; and/or the like. Light (illumination) sen-
sors may measure a single spectrum of light wavelengths, or
may measure different light spectrum bands with different
sensors. Light information 102, I may also come from light
estimation devices which estimate an amount of light expo-
sure of the subject based on other criteria. Examples of light
estimate devices which estimate light indirectly from another
source include, by way of non-limiting example: activity
sensors (e.g. a wrist-mounted actigraph or actigraph other-
wise connected to the subject) from which sleep (dark) and
wake (light) periods may be inferred; a sleep diary in which
sleep and wake periods are recorded; a GPS which may be
used to determine sunrise and sunset times or the like; a clock
which may be used to determine sunrise and sunset times for
a particular location; an electrical light control signal which
may be indicative of a the time that the light is on and a time
that the light is off, and/or the like. Light levels that are
inferred may be estimated based in part on ambient outdoor
light (e.g. calculated based on latitude, longitude, and time of
day) and anticipated indoor light levels, and anticipated loca-
tion/environment that the subject will be.

System 100 may also receive one or more optional physi-
ological inputs 104A . . . 104% (collectively, physiological
inputs 104). Physiological inputs 104 may be related to mea-
surable physiological parameters. Physiological inputs 104
may comprise statistical information relating to the measur-
able physiological parameters—e.g. PDFs relating to the
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physiological parameters. In the illustrated embodiment, sys-
tem 100 also receives one or more optional initial conditions
106A . . . 106# (collectively, initial conditions 106). Initial
conditions 106 may be estimated or measured. Initial condi-
tions 106 may relate to model variables of a system model
(not shown) used by estimation system 100. In addition to the
circadian phase ¢, estimation system may also output one or
more optional other output(s) 110. Such other outputs 110
may be related to the model variables of the system model
used by estimation system 100.

In the illustrated embodiment, estimation system 100 com-
prises a number of components, which include a system
model 112, a physiological phase estimator 114, a prediction
updator 116 and a measurement updator 118. For simplicity
of the schematic illustration, system model 112, physiologi-
cal phase estimator 114, prediction updator 116 and measure-
ment updator 118 are shown as separate components. How-
ever, it will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that these
components of estimation system 100 may overlap one
another in whole or in part. Physiological phase estimator
114, prediction updator 116 and measurement updator 118
may be implemented, at least in part, using a computer or
other suitably configured processor. System model 112,
physiological phase estimator 114, prediction updator 116
and measurement updator 118 are explained in more detail
below.

Estimation system 100 may be implemented at least in part
by one or more suitably configured controllers. In general, the
type of controller used to implement system 100 may com-
prise or may otherwise be embodied by a wide variety of
components. For example, such a controller may comprise
one or more programmable processor(s) which may include,
without limitation, embedded microprocessors, dedicated
computers, groups of data processors or the like. Some func-
tions of such a controller may be implemented in sofiware,
while others may be implemented with one or more hardware
devices. The operation of such a controller may be governed
by appropriate firmware/code residing and/or executing
therein, as is well known in the art. Such a controller may
comprise memory or have access to external memory.

The invention may also comprise methods of operating
estimation system 100 to generate estimates of the circadian
phase ¢.

Modified Kronauer-Jewett Model

Model 112 of estimation system 100 (FIG. 3) may be
implemented using a modified version of the Kronauer-Jew-
ett model 10.

As discussed above, the prior art Kronauer-Jewett model
10 (FIG. 1) involves predicting the impact of light exposure [
on the circadian parameters of an individual. The Kronauer-
Jewett model 10 incorporates a modified Van der Pol oscilla-
tor which maintains a steady state oscillation with a stable
amplitude and period and models the self-sustaining rhythm
of circadian pacemaker 12. A light input term (B) may be
incorporated into the oscillator to describe how light intensity
T observed in the subject’s retina causes changes in the circa-
dian parameters (e.g. phase and/or amplitude). In particular
embodiments, the modified Van der Pol oscillator of Kro-
nauer-Jewett model 10 may be described by a pair of inter-
acting model variables (x, x_) described by the following
non-linear equations:
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-continued
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where p=0.13, ¢=14,1,=24.2, k=0.55, and B is a driving input
due to light input I (Jewett 1999b). As shown in FIG. 2, the
Kronauer-Jewett model variables x and x_ typically follow
trajectories which have shapes that are approximately sinu-
soidal with phases that differ by 90°.

In the Kronauer-Jewett model 10, the response (o) of the
human eye to light may be modeled first by a logarithmic
function:

I P
@ = Ozo(m)
where 1 is the ambient light intensity in units of lux, c,,=0.05
and p=0.5 (Jewett 1999b).

A second component of the Kronauver-Jewett model 10is a
dynamic filter which relates the parameter o to the driving
light-input variable (B) used in model variable equations (1)
and (2). In accordance with the Kronauer-Jewett model 10,
this dynamic filter may be provided by:

#=60[a(1-n)-pn] ©)

B=Ga(l-n)(1-mx)(1-mx,) 3)

where $=0.0075 and G=19.875 (Jewett 1999b). Equation (4)
models a filter (n) acting upon (ct) and equation (5) models the
modulation of the light-input variable (B) by the current
model variables (x, x.) of the circadian pacemaker and the
filter (n).

The Kronauer-Jewett model 10 also comprises a physi-
ological circadian phase marker 14 which, as discussed
above, provides an estimate of the time ¢,,,,{CBT} of the
subject’s minimum core body temperature CBT, ;.. In accor-
dance with the Kronauer-Jewett model 10, the estimated time
¢, 1CBT} of the subject’s minimum core body temperature
CBT,,, is based on the corresponding time ¢,,,,{x} of the
minimum (nadir) x,,,, of the model variable x. More particu-
larly, as shown by summing junction 16 in FIG. 1, the esti-
mated time ¢, {CBT} of the subject’s minimum core body
temperature CBT, ;, 1s obtained from the corresponding time
..., 1x} of the model variable minimum x ,,, according to:

Oin{ CBT}=0,,,:,{x}+0.8 hours (6)

System model 112 of estimation system 100 (FIG. 3) may
be implemented using the modified version of the prior art
Kronauer-Jewett model 10. FIG. 4 schematically depicts a
modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A which may be used to
implement system model 112 (FIG. 3) in particular embodi-
ments. In particular embodiments, modified Kronauer-Jewett
model 112A (FIG. 4) involves modifying the prior art Kro-
nauer-Jewett model 10 (FIG. 1) by: applying non-linear trans-
formation to circadian pacemaker 12 of the prior art Kro-
nauer-Jewett model 10 (FIG. 1); modifying physiological
marker 14 of the prior art Kronauer-Jewett model 10 to pro-
vide a physiological phase estimator 114 (FIG. 3) capable of
accommodating probability distributions (rather than point
estimates) and capable of optionally relating the output of
model 112 to multiple physiological inputs 104 which may
include physiological inputs other than CBT. Modified Kro-
nauer-Jewett model 112A is explained in more detail below.
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Parameter Transformation of Circadian Pacemaker Model
The Kronauer-Jewett model 10 is a widely accepted char-
acterization of a subject’s circadian state and the responsive-
ness of the circadian state to light inputs. The Kronauer-
Jewett model 10 suffers from the fact that phase and
amplitude of the subject’s circadian state are not accessible as
model variables. Instead, the Kronauer-Jewett model 10
requires that the circadian amplitude be defined as a nonlinear
function ofthe model variables (x, x ) and the circadian phase

5

be defined by physiological marker component 14 in relation 10

to the nadir x,,, of the model variable x. As a consequence of
these definitions, the location of the nadir x,;,, of the model
variable x provides the reference point for connecting the
circadian phase predicted by the Kronauer-Jewett model 10 to
the circadian phase observable from measurement of the sub-
ject’s CBT as described above in equation (6).

In accordance with particular embodiments of the inven-
tion, this limitation of the prior art Kronauer-Jewett model 10
may be overcome by providing modified Kronauer-Jewett
model 112A (FIG. 4) with a transformation T which maps the
Kronauer-Jewett model variables (x, x_) into directly useful
model variables (¢, A). Modified Kronauer-Jewett model
112A of FIG. 4 may be more fully understood by examining
the properties of the Kronauer-Jewett model variables (x, x_)
and deriving the transformation T and its inverse transforma-
tion T,

Characteristics of Kronauer-Jewett Model Variables (x, x_.)

The differential equations (1), (2), (4) used in the Kro-
nauer-Jewett model 10 comprise three model variables (x. x_.,
n). As discussed above, the model variables (x, x_) interact to
create a modified Van der Pol oscillator which self-oscillates
at a period of approximately 24 hours. Both x and x_ follow
nearly sinusoidal trajectories, in which the phase of the model
variable x . lags the phase of the model variable x by approxi-
mately 90°. The model variable n is part of a light input
system.

In an approximately 24 hour period of the model variables
(X, X.), the prior art Kronauer-Jewett model 10 uses a single
reference point (i.e. the time ¢,,,,{x} of the nadir x,,,,, of the
model variable x) to define the phase of the circadian pace-
maker. For example, for an individual with sleep occurring
regularly between 12:00 am and 8:00 am, simulations of the
Kronauer-Jewett model 10 will tend to show that the nadir
X, Of the model variable x occurs at a time ¢,,,,,, {x} around
43 h (4:22 am), and in real experiments subjects will have a
CBT minimum CBT,,,, occurring at a time ¢,,;,,{CBT} of
approximately 5.1h (5:06 am) as described above in equation
(6). Based on a variety of experiments with different light
exposure settings, the Kronaver-Jewett model 10 has been
refined so that the time ¢,,,{x} of the nadir x,,,,, maintains a
constant time shift (0.8 hours) relative to the time ¢,,,;,, { CBT}
observed for the CBT nadir CBT,,;,.

This nadir-phase-reference method of the Kronauer-Jewett
model 10 presents a number of limitations in the context of a
circadian estimation system 100 (FIG. 3). Firstly, the Kro-
nauer-Jewett model 10 only outputs one phase prediction
every approximately 24 hours—i.e. one time ¢,,,,{x} in the
FIG. 1 illustration corresponding to each nadir x,,,, of the
model variable x. This single phase prediction permits only
one physiological marker output (i.e. one time ¢, {CBT} in
the FIG. 1 illustration) every approximately 24 hours. A sec-
ond limitation of the Kronauer-Jewett nadir-phase-reference
method relates to the lack of an inverse relationship from
which the system’s model variables (x, x_, 1) can be updated
to match a given circadian phase and amplitude. Typically, in
prior art applications, the initial conditions for Kronauer-
Jewett simulations are assigned on the basis of alook-up table
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of values for typical situations (e.g. for a habitual schedule of
8hsleepand 16 h awake in 160 Iux the initial conditions at the
onset of sleep time may be set to x=-0.17, x .=-1.22, and
n=0.50 (Jewett 1999b)).
Parameter Transformation to New Model Variables (¢. A)
In particular embodiments of the invention, the modified
Kronauer-Jewett model 112A (FIG. 4) comprises a transfor-
mation T for creating new phase and amplitude model vari-
ables (¢, A) based on Kronauver-Jewett model variables (x, x.).
Since Kronauer-Jewett model variables (x, x..) are continu-
ously updated (e.g. once every time step in a discrete-time
context), the transformed phase and amplitude model vari-
ables (¢, A) of modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A are
similarly continuously updated. Transformation T may be
based on an understanding of the Kronauer-Jewett model
variables (x, x_). As shown in FIG. 1, the Kronauer-Jewett
mode] variables (x, x.) typically follow near-sinusoidal tra-
jectories with a relatively constant phase difference. If the
Kronauer-Jewett model variables (x, x,) are considered to be
(X, y) coordinates on a Cartesian plane, then they describe a
near-circular locus. FIG. 5 shows the FIG. 2 data points
transposed into (x, y) coordinates. The near-circular (x, y)
plot shown in FIG. 5 may be described in a polar coordinate
system using amplitude A and phase angle 8, where the
amplitude A is the distance of the vector from the origin to the
point (x, x.) and the angle 6 is measured from the horizontal
axis as shown in FIG. 5. The Kronauer-Jewett model vari-
ables (x, x_) may be transformed to provide the amplitude A
and the phase angle 8 according to:

Az\/x2+x§ M

0 if x, > 0 and x > O(quadrant 1), (8)
0= tanfl(i) +
X

7 if x; < O(quadrant IT or III),
2n if x> 0 and x < O(quadrant IV),

With these definitions, as time increases the point (X, x_)
follows a near-circular trajectory with a period of 24 hours
and the angle 6 increases from 0 to 27 radians. Together,
equations (7) and (8) may be defined to be a transform T. The
inverse transform T~ may be accomplished according to:

x=4 sin(0) ©)

x.=4 cos(0) (10)

In practice, it is most meaningful to describe the circadian
system in terms of a phase offset ¢ which reflects the phase
shift relative to a defined reference phase, rather than in terms
of aphase angle 8 which reflects the continually moving angle
from 0 to 2n. The following relationship may be used to
define the phase offset ¢ (in units of hours) based on the phase
angle 0:

) n (11a)
0=w(t+1) _¢ﬁ

or

% (11b)
$=—(Wi+5)-0)
o

where w represents a baseline frequency, t, is a baseline offset
parameter measured in hours from midnight (i.e. midnight=0
hours) and t represents the current time measured in hours
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from midnight. Since the baseline frequency w corresponds to
a constant 24 hour day (i.e. w=2m/24), equation (11) can be
rewritten as:

24
¢:[+[0—§0

In accordance with the definition of the phase offset ¢ in
equation (11) and (12), the phase offset ¢ represents the
difference between the phase angle term 246/2x and time
variable t in units of hours.

Referring to equation (12), if an individual follows a con-
sistent 24 light exposure schedule, then the time t will vary
between 0 hours and 24 hours and the phase angle 0 will vary
between 0 and 2z over the same period. This situation is
depicted in the plots of FIG. 6A. Because of the correspond-
ing changes in time t and phase angle 8 over a period, the term
will increase at the same rate as t, so the difference will be
relatively constant. This constant phase offset ¢ is shown in
the lower plot of FIG. 6A. Alternatively, if an individual
experiences a shift in light exposure (as is shown in the plots
of FIG. 6B), then the phase angle 8 will vary by a different
amount over a 24 hour period—i.e. an amount different than
0to 2xt. Consequently, the term of equation (12) will increase
or decrease relative to the time t and a change in the phase
offset ¢ will occur. In the circumstance shown in the lower
plot of FIG. 6B, the phase offset ¢ is increasing.

The equation (12) baseline offset term t, may be treated as
a calibration constant, as it shifts the mean value of the phase
offset ¢. In particular embodiments, to determine the appro-
priate calibration value t,,, a comparison is made between the
phase offset ¢ estimated using equation (12) and the transfor-
mation T (FIG. 4 and equations (7) and (8)) to the phase offset
¢ estimated using the Kronauer-Jewett nadir-reference
method described above. For consistency, the phase offset ¢
of the modified model (i.e. estimated using equation (12))
may be calibrated to match the phase offset ¢ estimated using
the Kronauer-Jewett nadir-reference method. Since the Kro-
nauer-Jewett nadir-phase-reference method provides only a
single reference point every approximately 24 hours (i.e. at
the nadir x,,,,,, of the model variable x) and the phase offset ¢
estimated using equation (12) provides continuous values, a
variety of calibration methods may be used to select the
baseline offset term t,,.

In one particular embodiment, calibration involves adjust-
ing the baseline offset term t,, such that the 24 hour mean of
the equation (12) phase offset estimate ¢ matches the phase
estimate ¢ at the time of x,,,, predicted using the Kronauer-
Jewett nadir-reference method—i.e. if the time of x,,;,, occurs
at 4:00 h, then t, is chosen such that the 24 hour mean of the
equation (12) phase offset estimate ¢ will equal 4:00 h. In an
alternative embodiment, calibration involves adjusting the
baseline offset term t, of the equation (12) phase offset esti-
mate ¢ such that the values of the equation (12) phase offset
estimate ¢ exactly match the phase estimates ¢ predicted by
the Kronauer-Jewett nadir-reference method at the reference
points corresponding to the nadirx,,,,, of the model variable x.
In the description that follows, unless otherwise stated, it is
assumed that the calibration technique of matching the mean
of the equation (12) phase estimate ¢ is used to obtain the
baseline offset term t,,.

Using the 24 hour mean of the equation (12) phase offset ¢,
a specific calibration value for the baseline offset term t, was
determined from a simulation of modified Kronauer-Jewett
model 112A (FIG. 4) under conditions which are considered
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to involve a standard sleep schedule and light exposure sce-
nario. More particularly, the simulation involved repeated
days comprising an eight hour sleep episode (at a light level of
0 Lux) followed by a sixteen hour awake episode (at a con-
stant light level of 150 Lux) until modified Kronauer-Jewett
model 112A achieved steady state conditions. In accordance
with this simulation, the value of t, which causes the mean of
the equation (12) phase offset estimate ¢ to match the phase
offset estimates ¢ predicted using the Kronauer-Jewett nadir-
reference method was determined to be t;=17.1 hours.
Accordingly, the resulting calibrated version of equation (12)
may be rewritten as:

17.1 240
=r+171- —
¢ 2

where 6 is given by equation (8). Phase offset estimates ¢
based on equation (12) and/or equation (13) may be referred
to herein as phase offset estimates ¢ obtained using continu-
ous phase estimation in contrast to phase offset estimates ¢
obtained using the Kronauer-Jewett nadir-reference method.
In addition, unless specifically stated otherwise, references in
the remainder of this description to phase should be under-
stood to refer to phase offset ¢—i.e. the word offset may be
dropped without loss of generality.

FIGS. 7A and 7B respectively depict plots showing how
the continuous phase estimates compare to the Kronauer-
Jewett nadir-reference phase estimates for the case where the
phase is relatively constant (i.e. where a subject has entrained
to particular pattern of sleep and light exposure) and for the
case of a phase shift. In each of FIGS. 7A and 7B: the upper
plots represent the model variable x and the circled points in
the upper plots represent the nadirs x,,,, of the model variable
x; the middle plots represent the continuous phase estimates ¢
and the circled points in the middle plots represent the phase
estimates ¢ obtained using Kronauer-Jewett nadir-reference
method at the nadirs x,,,, of the model variable x; and the
lower plots represent a difference A between the continuous
phase estimates ¢ and the circled points in the middle plots
represent the phase estimates ¢ obtained using Kronauer-
Jewett nadir-reference method.

FIG. 7A shows that A fluctuates within each 24 hour period
(due to the fact that the Van der Pol equations (1) and (2) are
not perfectly sinusoidal) but that A is less than about +0.5
hours for the case of entrained phase offset. The amplitude of
this fluctuation is considered sufficiently small to obtain rea-
sonably accurate phase estimates as explained in more detail
below. In the plots of FIG. 7B, the individual’s sleep pattern
is delayed by six hours from the entrained rhythm. This
results in a six hour shift in the circadian phase ¢ as shown in
the middle FIG. 7B plot. The lower FIG. 7B plot shows that A
exhibits a small positive bias during phase transition, but that
this bias disappears once the phase ¢ entrains to its new value.
This bias is a transient effect which does not significantly
impact phase estimates.

Referring back to modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A
of FIG. 4, it may be observed that modified Kronauer-Jewett
model 112A incorporates a transform component T which
transforms the Kronauer-Jewett model variables (x, x_) into
transformed model variables (A, ¢). In the above-described
embodiment, transform component T may be implemented
using equation (9) and one of equations (12) or (13). Modified
Kronauer-Jewett model 112A also comprises an inverse
transform component T* which transforms initial conditions
(A, 9 Into Kronauver-Jewett initial conditions (x

inits inits
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X, ;0. 10 the above-described embodiment, inverse trans-
form component T' may be implemented using equations (9)
and (10).
State-Space Model

It is convenient, but not necessary, for the purposes of the
Bayesian estimation methods described below to re-cast the
modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A into a state-space
form. State-space models are defined by a state vector x that
contains the time varying properties (e.g. time-varying model
variables) of the system, a state transition function (also
referred to as a state propagation function) that describes how
the state vector evolves in time, and an output function that
describes how the model variables can be observed. We may
define a state vector x which includes the three model vari-
ables of the modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A:

|

where A is circadian amplitude, ¢ is circadian phase, and n is
the light filter state. For the case of a discrete-time system, the
state vector x and its model variables (which may be referred
to as the states of the state-space model) evolve at incremental
time intervals (also referred to as time steps) with sampling
period T. This discrete-time formulation may be described
according to:

14)

x,=x(t) where r=ty+kT keN 15)

In addition to the state vector x, state-space models com-
prise a state transition function and an output function. For
discrete-time systems, the general state transition function
may be written:

(16)

where x, is the current state vector at time step k, u, is a
measured input, v, is an unmeasured input, and x,, , is the
predicted state vector at the future time step k+1. The unmea-
sured input v, is often referred to as process noise and may be
modeled as a random variable. To cast the modified Kronauer-
Jewett model 112A in the form of equation (16), it may be
observed from FIG. 4 that model 112A describes a state
transition functionx,, , =f,(x,, I,) where I is the light inputand
X, is given by equation (14). The FIG. 4 model 112A does not
contain a process noise term vy, as a state-space formulation
of modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A has not previously
been developed. Particular embodiments of the invention
involve the assumption that the process noise v, is an additive
Gaussian noise. In other embodiments, other forms of PDFs
(e.g. uniform probability PDFs) may be used to model the
process noise v,. With the assumption that the process noise
v, is an additive Gaussian noise, the state-space transition
equation for the modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A may
be expressed in the following form:

Nt Xt Vi)

X1 = flo, I + v 17

Nl I) vl
Hlas L) | +] 2

Flo, L) v3

A
¢

1

k+1

The general form of the discrete-time state-space output
function is:

18)

where w is a random variable referred to as the measurement
noise. An output function for the modified Kronauer-Jewett
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model 112A may be chosen based on the model variables to
which measurement information could potentially be corre-
lated. Of the three model variables, A, ¢, and n, the phase ¢
may be observed using physiological markers as described
above. Accordingly, in particular embodiments, the phase ¢
may be chosen as the single output of interest. In such
embodiments, the phase ¢ may be extracted using the follow-
ing linear output function:

7= Iy (e, we) (19)

= ka + wy
A
¢

n

=[010)] ¢ [+ w,

= [@]+wm

In particular embodiments, the measurement noise w, may
be selected to be an independent random Gaussian variable
with variance R. In other embodiments, the measurement
noise w, may be assumed to have other PDFs. It will be
appreciated that the output function (19) could be modified if
other quantities (e.g. circadian amplitude A) were of interest.
Incorporating Inputs with Probability Distributions

Particular embodiments of the invention provide the ability
to measure one or more physiological systems of the subject
to provide physiological inputs 104 (FIG. 3). Such physi-
ological inputs 104 may include CBT, but may additionally or
alternatively include other physiological inputs, such as, by
way of non-limiting example: hormonal melatonin concen-
tration, hormonal cortisol concentration, rate of cell prolif-
eration, the cardiac regulatory system, chemoreceptive respi-
ratory feedback system, sleep/wake schedules, physical
activity levels and cognitive performance (alertness). Sleep/
wake schedules may be maintained in a sleep log, for
example. Physical activity levels may be monitored by a
suitable sensor such as a wrist-mounted actigraph, another
type of actigraph or the like. Physiological phase estimator
114 (FIG. 3) may receive physiological inputs 104 and may
use such inputs 104 to provide physiological markers of the
circadian phase ¢ as described in more detail below. A non-
limiting example of a physiological marker which may be
inferred from sleep/wake schedules and/or activity levels is a
time of habitual waking. It is desirable, in some embodi-
ments, to integrate these physiological inputs 104 into to a
common circadian phase domain. In the illustrated embodi-
ment of phase estimating system 100 (FIG. 3), physiological
phase estimator 114 uses measured physiological inputs 104
to generate corresponding statistical PDFs relating to the
phase marker(s) in the circadian phase domain.

FIG. 8 is a schematic depiction of the operation of physi-
ological phase estimator 114 according to a particular
embodiment of the invention. In the illustrated embodiment
of FIG. 8, several sensors 1204, . . . 120z (collectively,
sensors 120) are configured to sense physiological phenom-
ena of subject 122. Such physiological phenomena may
include, by way of non-limiting example, CBT, hormonal
melatonin concentration, hormonal cortisol concentration,
rate of cell proliferation, the cardiac regulatory system,
chemoreceptive respiratory feedback system, sleep/wake
schedules, physical activity levels, and cognitive perfor-
mance (alertness). In the illustrated embodiment, sensor
120A senses the CBT of subject 122 and at least one other
sensor 120z is provided to detect another physiological phe-
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nomena of subject 122. The outputs of sensors 120 are the
physiological inputs 104 (see also FIG. 3). In the illustrated
embodiment of FIG. 8, sensor 120A outputs a physiological
input 104A representative of the CBT of subject 122 and
sensor 120z outputs a physiological input 104# representative
of another physiological phenomena of subject 122.

Physiological inputs 104 are provided to physiological
phase estimator 114. For each of physiological inputs 104,
physiological phase estimator 114 comprises a component
phase estimator 124A, . . . 124» (collectively, component
phase estimators 124). Component phase estimators 124
comprise marker components 1264, . . . 1267 (collectively,
marker components 126) and marker-to-phase converter
components 1284, . . . 128» (collectively, marker-to-phase
converter components 128). Marker components 126 per-
form the function of extracting features from their physi-
ological inputs 104. The features extracted by marker com-
ponents 126 comprise physiological markers indicative of the
circadian phase of subject 122. While the features extracted
by marker components 126 may generally comprise any dis-
cernable features of inputs 104, non-limiting examples of
features which may be extracted by marker components com-
prise: local minima or maxima of inputs 104, the presence of
inputs 104 above and/or below a threshold, frequencies of
inputs 104, rates of change (i.e. time derivatives) of inputs
104, time integrals of inputs 104 and/or any similar features of
the rate of change or time integral of inputs 104. In particular
embodiments, marker components 126 may also extract the
time associated with any extracted features.

The features extracted by marker components 126 are pref-
erably associated with PDFs representing the uncertainty
present in the accuracy of the feature extraction. In particular
embodiments, such physiological feature PDFs may com-
prise Gaussian PDFs characterized by a mean value and a
standard deviation. In other embodiments, the physiological
feature PDFs may comprise other distributions characterized
by other parameters. In the case of CBT, the feature extracted
by marker component 126A is the CBT minimum (CBT,,,,)
and marker component 126A may also extract the corre-
sponding time associated with CBT,, . In the above discus-
sion (see FIG. 1), the time associated with CBT,,,,,, is referred
toas ¢, {CBT}. A PDF associated with the time ¢, {CBT}
at which CBT,,,, occurs may be obtained in accordance with
the procedure outlined by E. Brown and C. Czeisler, The
statistical analysis of circadian phase and amplitude in con-
stant-routine core-temperature data, Journal of Biological
Rhythms, 7:3, 177-202; 1992.

Marker components 126 may also determine physiological
feature PDFs from physiological inputs 104 using Fourier
series curve-fitting techniques. A suitable second or third
order Fourier series curve fitting technique is shown in FIG.
25 in relation to melatonin and cortisol samples taken from an
individual during a laboratory study. The phase marker for the
melatonin and cortisol examples can be extracted by identi-
fying the time at which the maxima of the fitted curve occurs.
A PDF time at which the maxima occurs may be generated
and used as the phase PDF. Algorithms such as the procedure
outlined by Wang (Y. Wang and M. Brown, A flexible model
for human circadian rhythms, Biometrics 52, 588-596; 1996)
may be applied.

In the illustrated embodiment, marker-to-phase converter
components 128 perform the function of converting the fea-
tures extracted by marker components 126 and/or their cor-
responding times into information relating to the circadian
phase ¢ of subject 122. For example, in the case of CBT, ithas
been experimentally determined (as discussed above) that the
time ¢,,,,,1{CBT} associated with the feature CBT,,,, can be
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related to the calibrated circadian phase ¢ (equation (13)) of
subject 122 via a 0.8 hour time/phase shift (note that when
phase is described as phase offset ¢, its units are units of time
and therefore a time shift and a phase shift are equivalent).

While particular embodiments of marker-to-phase con-
verter components 128 may implement time/phase shifting
functions (as is the case for CBT converter component 128A),
this is not necessary. In other embodiments, marker-to-phase
converter components 128 may involve other conversion
functions. For example, in the case where a feature extracted
by a marker component 126 is not a time/phase quantity, the
corresponding marker-to-phase converter component 128
may use the extracted feature as the basis of a function or a
transformation or the like to convert the extracted feature into
time/phase information relating to the circadian phase ¢.

The information relating to circadian phase ¢ that is output
by marker-to-phase converter components 128 does not nec-
essarily suggest internal physical mechanisms in subject 122,
but rather this information provides descriptors of observable
physiological behavior. The information relating to circadian
phase ¢ that is output by marker-to-phase converter compo-
nents 128 sets the foundation for implementing a recursive
state estimation algorithm, which may simultaneously make
use of one or more physiological inputs 104 and central state
transition updates.
Particle Filter Phase Estimator

The above-described modeling framework describes the
dynamics of circadian physiology in a state-space model and
optionally integrates multiple physiological inputs 104. In
particular embodiments, phase estimator 100 (FIG. 3) uses a
particle filter to estimate the circadian state within this mod-
eling framework. In general, it is desired to provide a phase
estimation solution that can incorporate statistical process
noise (as opposed to an algebraic solution), incremental or
on-line processing of information at every time step (as
opposed to batch data analysis) and statistical distributions of
measurements and parameter estimates (e.g. physiological
inputs 104 and the information about circadian phase ¢
extracted from physiological inputs by phase estimator 114).
Particular embodiments of phase estimator 100 (FIG. 3)
involve the use of recursive filtering methods which in turn
make use of Bayesian statistics. Such techniques may be
referred to Bayesian filtering or Bayesian estimation tech-
niques. A feature of Bayesian estimation is the integration of
prediction updates (which may be implemented by prediction
updator 116 (FIG. 3)) and measurement updates (which may
be implemented by measurement updator 118 (FIG. 1)) using
inferential statistics. In particular embodiments, phase esti-
mator 100 (FIG. 3) uses a particle filter as a method for
resolving the Bayesian estimation problem.
Overview of Recursive Bayesian Estimation

Bayesian statistics provides an approach to on-line estima-
tion (i.e. estimation at each time step) in which the probabil-
ity, or belief, of a system’s property is updated based on an
initial belief, new measurements, and predictions of the sys-
tem’s internal dynamics. A statistical probability is associ-
ated with each operation which allows for natural expression
of the uncertainty that is inherent in most real systems and
allows for analysis of noisy or otherwise imperfect measure-
ments. Applied to discrete-time state-space models, the val-
ues of a state vector are estimated starting from a prior prob-
ability distribution and sequentially updated with predictions
from a state transition equation and adjustments from a mea-
surement equation.

Consider a discrete-time state-space model with a state
vector X that is evaluated at times t,=iT, where T is the sam-
pling period. Denoting measurements at timet; as z,, the set of
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all measurements up to time k may be defined as 7, ., i=
1, ..., k. The state-space model consists of a state transition

equation:

Sl o1 Vi) (20)

which describes the evolution of states from a prior state x,_,
to a future state x, with measured inputs u,_, and noise v,_;
and a measurement or output equation:

3y

which describes the relationship between an observed mea-
surement z, and the system’s internal state x, and the mea-
surement noise w,.

To apply Bayesian statistical logic, both the state transition
and measurement equations (20) and (21) are extended to
include probability distributions. Assuming a known prob-
ability distribution of the states at time t,_; 15 p(X;_;1Z_,),
then the probability distribution of states at a future time step
p(X1Z,_,) is defined by the Chapman-Kolmogorov equation
(also referred to as the prediction update equation):

2Py W)

POl Z P (lxe_ )p | 2 )by @2

The term p(x;|x;_,) expresses the probability distribution of
the state vector X at time t, given a state vectorx,_, attimet, ;
and is related to the state transition equation (20). Prediction
update equation (22), which may be implemented by predic-
tion updator 116 (FIG. 1), therefore allows the belief in the
system state vector to evolve in time based on predictions
from state transition equation (20). A probabilistic update of
states based on measurements is provided by Bayes theorem
which states that:

Pl | x) pla | Zemy) (23)

(o | Z) =
F pla 1 Z-1)

where p(x,|Z,_,) represents the prior knowledge of the states
at time t, given all measurements up to time t,_,; p(z,Ix,) is
the likelihood from the current observed data point at time t,;
and p(x,|Z,) is the posterior probability of the state variables.
The denominator p(z,|Z,_,) is anormalization constant. Con-
sequently, equation (23) may be expressed as:

P Z)=Cpzilxpp 2y 1) 24

where C is a normalization constant. Equation (24) may be
referred to as the measurement update equation. The mea-
surement update equation (24), which may be implemented
by measurement updator 118 (FIG. 1), allows an update of the
system’s state vector based on new measurements.

FIG. 9 schematically depicts a method 200 of Bayesian
filtering according to a particular embodiment of the inven-
tion. Given an initialization of the prior probability distribu-
tions of the states p(x,) obtained in block 202, prediction
update equation (22) may be applied in block 204 to obtain a
belief (probability distribution) p(x,|7Z,_,) in the system state
vector. Method 200 then proceeds to block 206 which
involves an inquiry into whether there measurement informa-
tion is available in the current time step. If no measurement
information is available (block 206 NO output), then Baye-
sian filtering method 200 returns to prediction update block
202 for another iteration. If measurement information is
available (block 206 YES output), then method 200 proceeds
to block 208 where measurement update equation (24) is used
to incorporate the measurement information z, and to gener-
ate an updated belief p(x,/Z,) in the system state vector.
Method 200 then loops back to prediction update block 204.
While method 200 of FIG. 9 represents a general sequence of
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operations for Bayesian filtering, specific implementation of
the block 204 prediction update and the block 208 measure-
ment update vary widely however based on the characteristics
of the system of interest and on design criteria.

Solving the Circadian State-Spaced Bayesian Filtering Prob-
lem

Particular embodiments of the invention provide methods
for solving Bayesian estimation problems applied to the
modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A to generate estimated
probabilities/beliefs of the circadian phase ¢. FIG. 10 sche-
matically depicts an estimation system 100 which integrates
the modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112 A, multiple optional
physiological inputs 104, initial conditions 106, physiologi-
cal phase estimator 114, prediction updator component 116
and measurement updator component 118. In the schematic
illustration of FIG. 10, modified Kronauer-Jewett model
112A may be incorporated into state transition component
130 (f(x, 1)) of prediction updator component 116 and possi-
bly into output component 132 (h(x)) of measurement upda-
tor 118.

Estimation system 100 may comprise methods for imple-
menting prediction updator 116 and measurement updator
118. Such methods may be based on the properties of the
modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A (e.g. the degree and
types of nonlinearities) and the properties of the measurement
noise w;, and/or process noise v,. For clarity, measurement
noise w, and/or process noise v, are not explicitly shown in
the schematic illustration of FIG. 10. Observation of the
modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A highlights three fea-
tures which may be used to implement methods for imple-
menting prediction updator 116 and measurement updator
118:

the phase state ¢ has a nonlinear parameter space;

the state transition equation (20) is nonlinear in a way that

may lead to bimodal probability densities; and

the unknown variability of light input I should be treated

parametrically rather than as an additive, independent

Gaussian random variable.
A typical assumption for many systems is that the state vector
exists in independent linear parameter spaces of continuous
real numbers such that x R ”. This assumption is not the case
for the state vector x of the modified Kronauer-Jewett model
112A (equation (14)). The amplitude state variable A and
light response state variable n have typical parameter spaces;
however, the phase offset state variable ¢ is an exception. By
its definition, ¢ indicates a phase point within a twenty-four
hour day, which like the hour hand of a clock is constrained to
the range 0<¢<24 and is in a circular parameter space where
the time of 0 h00 is equivalent to 24 h00. The parameter space
of the phase state variable ¢ can be thus defined using the
modulo operator as ¢ (R mod 24).

A second observable feature of modified Kronauer-Jewett
model 112A is that the state transition equations (20) are
nonlinear. The Van de Pol oscillator equations (1), (2) contain
high order terms of x and x_. and the light input equations (3),
(5) contain exponential and multiplicative terms. While these
equations may be linearized through approximations (C.
Mott, M. Huzmezan, D. Mollicone, and M. van Wollen,
Modifying the human circadian pacemaker using model-
based predictive control, in Proceedings of the 2003 Ameri-
can Control Conference, June 2003, 453-458), such lineariz-
ing approximations sacrifice accuracy. One nonlinear
property of the circadian system that has been qualitatively
established in the prior art is that the timing of light applied
around the minima of the CBT (CBT,,,), or equivalently
around the calibrated phase ¢=4:00 h, may lead to a diver-
gence of phase shift directions. More particularly, if light is
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introduced slightly before CBT, . it will cause a delay shift,
and if light is introduced slightly after CBT,,,,, then it will
cause an advance shift. It may be inferred that this divergence
behavior could lead to bi-modal probability distributions.

A third observable nonlinearity associated with the modi-
fied Kronauer-Jewett model 112A is that variability in light
input I may not be accurately modeled by a simple additive
Gaussian random variable in the form of I=[+v. Two factors
relating to the light exposure experienced by a subject are the
timing of light exposure changes relative to sleep and wake
transitions and light levels which may be related to subject
location (e.g. sunlight, dim room, bright room). In particular
embodiments, an assumption may be made that light input
may be specified as a function of a light timing parameter and
light level parameter. It then follows that uncertainty should
be introduced as random variability to the light timing and
light level parameter values. While not wishing to be bound
by any theory or method of operation, it is believed that this
assumption (i.e. that light exposure should be characterized
by a light timing parameter and a light level parameter) would
be more representative of typical scenarios than using a
simple additive noise, as light timing and light level param-
eters would more closely model human behavioral character-
istics. According to this assumption, estimation system 100
(FIG. 10) may be provided with the general capacity to model
nonlinear light input variability.

Implementing a recursive Bayesian filter for agiven system
requires developing solutions to prediction update equation
(22) and measurement update equation (24). For linear sys-
tems with Gaussian noise, analytical solutions may exist
resulting in the classical Kalman filter. However, approxima-
tion methods and approximate solutions are usually used in
cases with nonlinearities. In particular embodiments, par-
ticle-filter-based methods are used to implement prediction
updator 116 and measurement updator 118. In general, par-
ticle filters represent probability distributions using a number
of point masses (also referred to as particles). A particle
representation is an approximation wherein the approxima-
tion accuracy tends to increase with the number of particles.
Particle Filter Design

Particular embodiments of the invention involve particle
filtering methods which may be referred to as Sequential
Importance Resampling with a Markov chain Monte Carlo
move step.

Particle filters according to particular embodiments of the
invention may comprise a sequence of operations that propa-
gate a set of particles through a recursive Bayesian filter
operation of the form of Bayesian estimation method 200
(FIG. 9). Particle filters according to particular embodiments
of the invention may comprise one or more additional steps
(i.e. in addition to those in the general Bayesian estimation
method 200) to improve stability and/or optimize perfor-
mance of the particle filter. These additional steps may be
performed within the functional blocks of Bayesian estima-
tion method 200 (e.g. as a part of prediction update block 204
and/or as part of measurement update block 208) or in addi-
tional functional blocks that may be added to Bayesian esti-
mation method 200. Such additional steps may be configured
to avoid altering the probability distributions promulgated by
prediction update block 204 and measurement update block
208, but may alter various mathematical properties to
improve stability and/or optimize performance of the particle
filter.

FIG. 11 schematically depicts a particle filtering method
220 according to aparticular embodiment of the invention. As
discussed above, particle filtering method 220 follows the
general procedure of Bayesian estimation method 200 (FIG.
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9). The FIG. 11 illustration shows prediction update block
204 and measurement update block 208 in more particular
detail and also shows a schematic illustration of a number of
particles as they propagate through one iteration of method
220. The FIG. 11 illustration begins with a particle distribu-
tion A which represents the state vector’s prior PDF at time
step k-1 (i.e. p(x',_,1Z,_,)). Referring to F1G. 9, the particle
distribution A may atise from any of the three paths leading to
prediction update block 204. In particle filtering method 220
illustrated in FIG. 11, prediction update block 204 serves to
propagate the particles of particle distribution A based on the
state transition model of modified Kronauer-Jewett model
112A. The output of prediction update block 204 is the par-
ticle distribution B which represents the PDF of the state
vector at the time step k (i.e. p(x’4|Z;_,)). Referring to Baye-
sian estimation method 200 (FIG. 9), particle distribution B
represents the output of prediction update block 204. FIG.
12A shows a pseudocode procedure for implementing pre-
diction update block 204 of method 220 according to a par-
ticular embodiment of the invention.

Particle distribution B is then received at measurement
update block 208. In the illustrated particle filtering method
220 of FIG. 11, measurement update block 208 comprises an
IMPORTANCE WEIGHT block 222. IMPORTANCE
WEIGHT block 222 assigns a weight to each particle in
particle distribution B based on the likelihood function from
the current observed data point at time t;, (i.e. p(z/x',)). In the
illustration of FIG. 11, the likelihood function p(z,/x’,) is
schematically depicted as a horizontally extending curve. In
applying weights to particles based on likelihood function
p(z,1x',), IMPORTANCE WEIGHT block 222 performs the
function of measurement update equation (24) and measure-
ment update block 208 of Bayesian estimation method 200
(FIG. 9) and the output of IMPORTANCE WEIGHT block
222 is adistribution C of weighted particles which represents
the posterior probability density p(x’,/Z,). In the schematic
illustration of FIG. 11, the sizes of the colored particles in
particle distribution C are representative of their weights.
FIG. 12B shows a pseudocode procedure for implementing
MEASUREMENT WEIGHT block 222 of method 220
according to a particular embodiment of the invention.

Particle distribution C is then provided to RESAMPLE
block 224. RESAMPLE block 224 performs a thresholding
process to discard particles in areas of low probability (i.e.
particles with relatively low weights in distribution C).
RESAMPLE block 224 also multiplies the particles in area of
high probability (i.e. particles with relatively high weights in
distribution C). The result of RESAMPLE block 224 is par-
ticle distribution D shown in FIG. 11. Preferably, RESA-
MPLE block 224 does not significantly impact the PDF of the
particles—i.e. the PDF of particle distribution D is at least
approximately equivalent to the PDF of particle distribution
C. That is, particle distribution D still represents the posterior
probability density p(x’,1Z,). FIG. 12C shows a pseudocode
procedure for implementing RESAMPLE block 224 of
method 220 according to a particular embodiment of the
invention.

While particle distribution D now represents the desired
posterior probability density p(x’,1Z,), a practical issue is that
RESAMPLING block 224 reduces the diversity of the par-
ticle locations. If left in the form of particle distribution D, the
particles would eventually (i.e. after a sufficient number of
iterations) collapse to a single point. Accordingly, particle
filtering method 220 comprises a MOVE block 226 which
receives particle distribution D and redistributes the particles
to output particle distribution E. Preferably, MOVE block 226
maintains (at least approximately) the statistical distribution
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characteristics of particle distribution D. In particular
embodiments, MOVE block 226 comprises a Markov chain
Monte Carlo (MCMC) procedure, which may be imple-
mented using a Metropolis-Hastings technique. FIG. 12D
shows a pseudocode procedure for implementing MOVE
block 226 of method 220 according to a particular embodi-
ment of the invention.

After MOVE block 226, the particles in distribution E are
fed back to prediction update block 204 for another iteration.
Probability Density Reconstruction

While particle distributions represent probability distribu-
tions sufficiently well for use in particle filtering Bayesian
estimation methods, particle distributions may be difficult to
use for drawing conclusions about belief in the state variables
(e.g. circadian phase ¢) that they represent. Continuous PDFs
may be better suited for extracting and communicating infor-
mation. The invention may optionally comprise methods for
reconstructing continuous PDFs from particle distributions.

In one particular embodiment of the invention, a kernel
density based method is used to reconstruct continuous PDFs
from particle distributions. The kernel density method
involves replacing each particle with a continuous “kernel”
function. Given a set of particles:

N 25)
8(x;)
i=1
and a kernel function w(x), an approximation of the continu-
ous PDF is given by:
(26)

N
P = ) i)
i=1

i

The kernel function w(x) may be selected to be a Gaussian
PDF (although other PDFs kernel functions may be used). An
example of a Gaussian kernel replacement is shown in FIGS.
13A, 13B and 13C, where FIG. 13A shows the individual
particles (8(x,)), FIG. 13B shows the individual kernel func-
tions (w(x,)) used to replace the particles (3(x,)) and FIG. 13C
shows the superposition of the kernel functions (w(x,))
according to equation (26).

Achieving accurate PDF reconstructions using kernel
based techniques involves selecting two interrelated param-
eters: the shape of the kernel function; and the number of
particles. The primary shape parameter of a kernel is its
bandwidth (also referred to as its width). For Gaussian kernel
functions, the standard deviation is considered the corre-
sponding bandwidth parameter. Based on observations from
known test case(s), it is known that the accuracy of a kernel
based PDF reconstruction technique always increases with
the number of particles. Accordingly, more particles are desir-
able subject to limits on computational resources. However, it
may be shown that PDF reconstruction can diverge if the
bandwidth is selected to be too high or too low.

To address this challenge a class of optimization solutions
referred to as Kernel Density Estimators (KDEs) have been
developed for selecting kernel bandwidths based on minimi-
zation of the mean integrated squared error (MISE) for a
given set of particles. In particular embodiments, a KDE
method based on a dual-tree algorithm (A. Gray and Moore,
“Very fast multivariate kernel density estimation using via
computational geometry,” in Proceedings of Joint Stat. Meet-
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ing, 2003.) and selected from a Matlab KDE toolbox (A.
Ihler, “Kernel density estimation toolbox for MATLAB,”
http://www.ics.uci.edu/ihler/code/kde.shtml, 2003) may be
used here to implement KDE and to select the standard devia-
tion of the Gaussian kernel functions. This KDE-based band-
width selection technique is well described in the art and is
not reproduced here.

Simulation Examples

The particle filter approach to circadian phase estimation
(e.g. methods 200 and 220) in conjunction with the modified
Kronauer-Jewett model 112A provide the capability for real-
time tracking of a subject’s circadian phase ¢ with Bayesian
probability distributions. To explore the theoretical capabili-
ties and limitations of this approach and to determine appro-
priate tuning parameters for the particle filter, the inventors
have performed simulations for a series of scenarios with
different particle filter parameter choices, light input assump-
tions, and noise models.

Simulation Scenario 1

A preliminary simulation scenario was designed to explore
the tuning parameter selection of the number of particles and
the level of process noise. A typical light input scenario was
used to test the performance of the particle filter with various
combinations of the tuning parameters. As a typical scenario,
the light input was set to a pattern representative of an indi-
vidual consistently following a standard sleep schedule for
seven days. Lights were turned off at midnight for an eight
hour sleep episode and then turned on at 8:00 AM. This
simulation scenario also assumes a consistent light intensity
of 600 Lux throughout the day.

Particle filter based Bayesian estimation method 200, 220
was tested by using a uniformly distributed initial particle
distribution and observing the convergence after multiple
simulation days. This test implies a case in which no a priori
information is known about the individual’s circadian phase ¢
and it is desired to estimate a PDF which indicates a degree of
beliefin the location of the circadian phase ¢ after a period of
time. The time period of the simulation was selected to be one
week. The expected result is that an entrainment effect will
occurand the PDF representation of the phase ¢ will converge
with a mean of ¢p=4.

This simulation was run seven times with different num-
bers of particles and, in a first case, the simulation was run
without process noise. The settings for simulation scenario 1
are shown in Table 3.

TABLE 3

Simulation 1 with no process noise Parameter Values

Parameter Value
No. Particles 12 24 48 72 240 480 960
Initial distribution ~ Uniform over
[0,24]
Process Noise, Q,  (negligible)
Light levels
Dark 0 Lux
Bright 600 Lux
Measurements (none)

A second set of simulations was run, repeating the choice of
particle numbers from the first case, but this time with the
phase state process noise set to a non-negligible value of
Q=3x107". Since there was no quantitative data from which a
process noise level can be selected, this value was chosen
based on qualitative physical assumptions about variability
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inherent in the circadian pacemaker system. The settings for
the second set of simulations are shown in Table 4.

TABLE 4

Simulation 1 with process noise Parameter Values

26

the light input. The light variability was introduced as a first
Gaussian random variation in the timing of each light to dark
transition with variance Q,, and a second Gaussian random
variation in the light level with variance Q;. The parameters
for each of the three simulations are set out in Table 5.

Parameter Value TABLE 5
No. Particles 12 24 48 72 240 480 96D Simulation 2 Parameter Values
Initial distribution ~ Uniform over 10
[0, 24] Value
Process Noise, Q, 3 x 107 Parameter Case 2A
Light levels
No. Particles 240 240 240
Dark 0 Lux Initial distribution Uniform over [0, 24]
Bright 600 Lux Process Noise, Q, 1x107° 3x107 3x107
Measurements (none) 15 Light levels
Dark 0 Lux
These two sets of simulations yield results from 14 differ- Bright 380 Lux
ent trials. FIG. 14 illustrates the state variables A, ¢, n for a Light Noise
single simulation with 24 particles and no process noise. With 55 ¢, 0 0 3
only twenty-four particles and negligible process noise, the Q 0 0 50
Measurements (none)

second plot of FIG. 14 illustrates the precise path of each
phase particle during the simulation. It may be observed from
the second FIG. 14 plot, that the phase of the particles
becomes further entrained to the timing of the sleep/wake
schedule after each light exposure period and have a mean of
approximately 4:00 AM as expected.

The scenario 1 simulation results were used to select a
number of particles by examining the phase PDF of each
simulation after the seven day period. The selection of an
appropriate number of particles may be based on the number
of particles above which increasing numbers of particles still
converges to substantially the same distribution. Based on the
scenario 1 simulations with process noise, it was observed
that the phase PDFs using 240, 480 and 960 particles were
substantially similar to one another. Accordingly. for a pro-
cess noise of Q=3x107%, it is desirable to select a number of
particles N>=240 to achieve convergence to an accurate
phase PDF. In the other simulations described herein, a
default value of N=240 will was used to minimize computa-
tional complexity. The optimal number of particles may vary
for different simulation scenarios (e.g. different levels of
process noise). Choosing a high number of particles may
improve accuracy of the results with no penalty except for
computational resources.

Simulation Scenario 2

This simulation scenario further examines the predictions
of entrainment to a fixed schedule and tests different noise
models. This scenario simulated the case of an individual
following a consistently timed eight hour sleep regimen (be-
tween 12:00 AM and 8:00 AM) for a duration of three weeks.
The waking light levels were chosen to be typical of indoor
bright light of 380 Lux. In a case in which no a priori infor-
mation is known about the individual’s circadian phase ¢, the
final phase PDF indicates a degree of belief in the location of
the circadian phase ¢ after the three weeks on this schedule.
This analysis has a significant connection to a clinical sce-
nario since a three-week monitoring period is typically used
to ensure that subjects have a well entrained circadian phase
prior to entering a laboratory study. The distribution of the
final phase PDF will give an indication as to the strength of
that assumption.

To illustrate the effects of noise parameters, three different
simulations were conducted using the same baseline sched-
ule. In the first case, no noise sources were included, in the
second case, process noise was added to the phase state and in
the third case, a further random variability was introduced to
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FIG. 15 shows the phase PDF predicted over the course of
the 21 day period for the simulation with no noise. At day 21,
the maximum likelihood of the phase ¢ occurs around 4:00
AM, which corresponds to the expected result for an indi-
vidual synchronized to a regular sleep-wake cycle. When
process noise is introduced in the second simulation of sce-
nario 2, there is a broadening of the probability distribution
which can be seen in FIG. 16. FIG. 17 shows the phase PDF
for the third simulation of scenario 2, with additional vari-
ability in the light input. This third case shows a further
widening of the phase PDF which represents additional
uncertainty in the location of the circadian phase ¢.

Anotherinteresting observation can be made by comparing
FIGS. 15, 16 and 17. With the introduction of process noise
(i.e. FIG. 16), the peak probability was reduced, but the mean
was substantially unchanged. However, the introduction of
light variability (FIG. 17) had the interesting effect of skew-
ing the mean of the phase PDF forward.

Simulation Scenario 3

A third simulation scenario was conducted to explore
phase shifting properties of the circadian pacemaker model in
response to a scenario where an individual makes an abrupt
eight hour advance in their sleep/wake schedule, as can hap-
pen with transmeridian airplane travel for example. As shown
experimentally (D. Boivin and F. James, Phase-dependent
effect of room light exposure in a 5-h advance of the sleep-
wake cycle: Implications for jet lag, Journal of Biological
Rhythms, vol. 17:3, 266-267, June 2002.), and predicted by
the Kronauer-Jewett model, the introduction of strong light
pulses at appropriate circadian phases will increase the rate of
adjustment to a shifted schedule. The greatest effect is
achieved by introducing light near the nadir of the circadian
phase (i.e. around $=4:00 h) when the light response is most
sensitive, however the phase nadir is also the critical point at
which phase shifts may occur in opposite directions on either
side of the phase nadir. Therefore, by introducing light near
the phase nadir there is a risk of causing a shift in the opposite
direction to the one desired. With the Bayesian estimation
particle filter methods 200, 220 we can test the probabilistic
outcomes of phase shift direction. The light and sleep/wake
patterns for the scenario 3 simulations are shown in FIG. 18.
A bright light pulse was chosen with a duration of five hours,
starting at time 3:00 as shown in FIG. 18. The simulation
parameters for the scenario 3 simulation (shown in Table 6)
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are identical to those of the second case of simulation scenario
2, except that the initial condition is set to a known prior
distribution that represents an individual well entrained to the
initial schedule.

TABLE 6

Simulation 3 Parameter Values

Parameter Value

No. Particles 240

Initial distribution Gaussian N(4.38, 1.3)
Process Noise, Q, 3x 107

Light levels

Dark 0 Lux

Typical 380 Lux

Bright 10000 Lux
Measurements (none)

FIG. 19 shows the phase PDFs for simulation scenario 3. It
may be observed from FIG. 19 that there is a split in the
probability distribution after the first introduction of the light
pulse. The optimal adjustment to the new schedule occurs on
the phase trajectory which decreases to zero and then “wraps
around” the 0 1/24 h boundary to stabilize at 22 h by day
twelve (ten days after the shift). The other phase trajectory, in
which the phase increases from 4 h toward 22 h doesn’t
entrain to the new schedule until about day 23 (twenty-one
days after the shift), which is twice as long. While the diver-
gent shift behavior has been captured in the prior art Kro-
nauer-Jewett model 112, the capability to analyze probabilis-
tic scenarios in this manner has not been possible previously.
Simulation Scenario 4

Simulation scenario 4 incorporates physiological measure-
ment feedback. The sleep/wake and light pattern used in
simulation scenario 4 were the same as those applied in simu-
lation scenario 3 (FIG. 18) where the simulation predicted a
bimodal phase PDF resulting from the introduction of bright
light stimulus around the circadian phase nadir (i.e. around
$=4:00 h). It will be appreciated that the bimodal phase PDF
of simulation scenario 3 could lead to difficulty making phase
prediction decisions, because the two phase PDF trajectories
lead to two possible scenarios which are diametrically
opposed in their physiological circadian effects. It was
expected that incorporating physiological measurements into
the simulation in simulation scenario 4 would enhance the
phase prediction ability of the system, as a small set of mea-
surements could resolve the ambiguity between two possible
trajectories. Simulation scenario 4 involved selecting the
phase trajectory in which phase of the individual advances
(i.e. on the lower “wrap-around” trajectory of F1G. 19). This
selection was accomplished by adding two phase measure-
ments at day 6 and day 8 and using the assumption that the
phase measurements have accurate means but relatively low
measurement precision 0>=3. The parameters of simulation
scenario 4 are shown in Table 7.

TABLE 7

Simulation 4 Parameter Values

Parameter Value

No. Particles 240

Initial distribution Gaussian N(4.38, 1.3)
Process Noise, Q, 3x 107
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TABLE 7-continued

Simulation 4 Parameter Values

Parameter Value

Light levels

Dark 0Lux

Typical 380 Lux

Bright 10000 Lux

Measurements 86d)y=1%3
68 d)=22=+3

The phase PDF results of simulation scenario 4 are shown
in FIG. 20. Comparing the phase PDF trajectories of FIG. 20
(simulation scenario 4) to those of FIG. 19 (simulation sce-
nario 3), it is apparent that the measurement information
incorporated into scenario 4 has provided sufficient informa-
tion to determine that the individual has a high probability of
being on the lower (“wrap around”) trajectory. Considering
real world applications in ambulatory, non-laboratory set-
tings, sensors will not have the same degree of precision as in
controlled, laboratory environments. For such applications,
the capability to integrate multiple somewhat noisy measure-
ments in the manner of simulation scenario 4 will be advan-
tageous.

Human Subject Example

The modified Kronauer-Jewett model 112A of the Baye-
sian particle filtering methods 200, 220 does not have any
customized tuning parameters so it remains a fixed compo-
nent. However, different types of optional physiological
inputs 104 may be provided to the estimation system 100. As
discussed above, physiological inputs 104 typically require
physiological sensors (e.g. sensors 120 of FIG. 8). Such sen-
sors may be invasive or non-invasive and may be ambulatory
(i.e. allowing the subject freedom of movement) or non-
ambulatory (restricting subject movement). Examples of
invasively measurable physiological parameters include,
without limitation, CBT (which may be measured rectally),
salivary melatonin assays and salivary cortisol assays.
Examples of non-invasively measurable physiological
parameters include, without limitation, body temperature
(which may be measured by a cerebral temperature sensor),
physical activity (which may be measured by an actigraph
(e.g. a wrist-mounted actigraph), for example) and heart rate
(which may be measured by ECG in a Lifeshirt™, for
example).

As discussed above, circadian phase markers for the tem-
peratures and hormone levels may be determined (e.g. in
phase estimators 124 of FIG. 8) with direct application of a
Fourier fit combined with feature detection (e.g. maxima or
minima detection) location and suitable marker-to-phase
conversion (e.g. time shift). As discussed above, measured
temperature markers may be determined with a second-order
or third-order Fourier fit using a minimum point feature and
may be appropriately converted (e.g. by 0.8 h time shift) to
correlate to circadian phase ¢. With melatonin and cortisol, a
second and/or third order Fourier fit using a maximum point
feature may be selected. However, there are a variety of
different phase analysis options which may be selected to
convert melatonin and cortisol markers to correlate to circa-
dian phase ¢ (E. Klerman, H. Gershengorn, J. Duffy, and R.
Kronauer, Comparisons of the variability of three markers of
the human circadian pacemaker, Journal of Biological
Rhythms, 17: 2, 181-193, 2002). It has been shown that the
melatonin maxima occurs approximately 2.3 hours before
CBT minima. Consequently, conversion of melatonin mark-
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ers (maxima) to circadian phase ¢ may involve a time shift of
Toer=23 h-0.8 h=1.5 h. The cortisol maxima occurs
approximately 2.2 hours after CBT minima and may there-
fore be converted to circadian phase ¢ by a time shift of
Teorr=—2-2h-08h=-3.0h.

These physiological measurements were incorporated into
an experimental phase prediction system 300. A schematic
illustration of this experimental phase prediction system 300
is shown in FIG. 21. A motivating objective involves deter-
mination of phase estimates based on non-invasive and ambu-
latory measurements, so a comparison was made between the
invasive and noninvasive physiological measurements. In this
experiment, the available information for the subject which
can be applied to the phase estimation system includes the
sleep history prior to the subject entering the lab, the known
light exposure during the experiment and noninvasive physi-
ological data collected when the subject is ambulatory.

A first data set was generated based only on the light
exposure during the experiment—i.e. where the subject’s
circadian phase prior to the experiment was considered com-
pletely unknown. The resulting phase PDFs are shown in FIG.
22A. A second data set was generated by adding knowledge
of the subject’s sleep history which was kept in a log prior to
the experiment. A number of assumptions are made in this
sleep history analysis since the exact light levels were not
known and uncertainty surrounding the accuracy of the sleep
log was unknown. Light was assumed to be constant at 380
Lux for the duration of waking. The resulting phase PDFs for
the second data set are shown in FIG. 23A. As can be seen by
comparing FIGS. 22A and 23A, the second data set which
incorporates sleep history, results in narrower phase PDFs,
reflecting the additional information.

After 59 hours, a constant routine scenario was used in a
laboratory setting. Monitoring from all ambulatory sensors
was maintained through the constant routine with the addition
of the cerebral temperature sensor, melatonin assay and cor-
tisol assay. After the deriving the phase markers ofthe various
physiological inputs, the PDFs of the phase markers were
converted to the calibrated phase domain. It was observed that
the temperature and melatonin markers predict relatively con-
sistent phase information, but that the cortisol phase predic-
tion was slightly different than that predicted by the other
physiological markers. The PDF of the core body temperature
phase marker is calculated at the end of the constant routine
and corresponds to estimate of circadian phase at a particular
point in time as shown in FIG. 23B.

FIG. 24 shows the phase PDFs generated using CBT mea-
surement alone (without Bayesian particle filter estimation),
the final phase PDF (i.e. at the conclusion of the experiment)
generated using model predictions alone (without CBT phase
measurement), and the final phase PDF generated using the
combination of model predictions and the CBT phase esti-
mate. The combined estimate provides a narrower PDF than
either the prediction or measurement alone.

In one particular embodiment, a circadian phase estimation
method/system of the type described herein (or portions
thereof) may be embodied in a device mounted to a body of
the subject (e.g. a wrist-mounted device). For examples, such
abody-mounted device could comprise one or more of: a light
sensor for providing light stimulus input 102, 1. an actigraph
sensor which may contribute to light stimulus input 102, Tand
which may comprises a physiological sensor for providing
physiological input 104 (e.g. habitual sleep and/or rise times),
a processor for performing the circadian phase estimation as
described above and a display on which the circadian phase
estimate can be displayed. Such a body-mounted device may
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also have suitable I/O hardware and software for communi-
cation with an external computer or external processing
device.

In another particular embodiment, a circadian phase esti-
mation system of the type described herein (or portions
thereof) may be connected to or may otherwise comprise a
light stimulus device, such as a light box. The circadian phase
estimate may then be used to control the light stimulus device
to achieve a desired circadian phase shiftin the subject. In one
particular embodiment, the light stimulus device may be con-
figured to use the circadian state estimate to recommend or
initiate appropriate light intervention timing and intensity for
the subject to achieve a desired phase shift. In other embodi-
ments, recommending or initiating appropriate light interven-
tion timing and intensity may be performed by the same
processor used to perform the circadian phase estimation
which may in turn control the output of the light stimulus
device.

Applications

The methods and systems described herein find useful
applications in a variety of settings. Two general areas include
monitoring circadian physiology for alertness and safety in
workplace settings and monitoring circadian physiology to
assist chronotherapeutic treatments. Circadian rhythms sig-
nificantly affect human health and safety, and there are a
number of applications where knowledge of an individual’s
circadian phase would prove useful in mitigating risks or
delivering therapeutic treatment.

Alertness and Safety

Individuals required to perform critical tasks when their
circadian pacemaker is coordinating the body’s metabolic
and endocrine systems for sleep experience significant
impairments in performance which increases the risk of acci-
dents. Many industrial workplace scenarios involve tasks
demanding a high degree of alertness and reliability in addi-
tion to requiring workers to operate on irregular or shifting
schedules. As a result of schedule variations, individuals
experience reduced levels of alertness and cognitive perfor-
mance due to both sleep loss and circadian rhythm desyn-
chrony. The associated risk of accidents is a concern in opera-
tional settings, such as, by way of non-limiting example,
transportation, health care delivery and emergency response.
Accidents at the Chernobyl and Three Mile Island nuclear
power plants, the NASA Challenger disaster, and the Exxon
oil spill in Valdez, Ak. may all be partially attributable to
decrements in performance due to the effects of circadian
phase and length of time awake.

Strategies to mitigate the adverse effects of circadian phase
desynchrony and sleep loss in shift work environments
include education programs, the design of shift work rotation
schedules, and the use of light exposure to shift the endog-
enous circadian pacemaker. Strategies to reduce the effects of
jet lag travel also include the specific timing of light exposure
to accelerate adaptation to a new time zone. Implementing
reliable means to shift an individual’s circadian pacemaker
however requires accurate knowledge of the individual’s cir-
cadian phase, which is not currently possible outside of the
laboratory.

In some embodiments, circadian phase estimation systems
and methods of the type described herein may be used as part
of systems and methods for fatigue countermeasure advisory.
The estimated circadian phase may be provided to a fatigue
countermeasure advisory system which may use the esti-
mated circadian phase to improve its future predictions of
fatigue and timing of countermeasures (e.g. caffeine timing)
based on the circadian phase estimate.
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Medical Treatment

The traditional medical concept of “homeostasis”, that the
human body maintains a constant internal state, is giving way
to the recognition of continuous time-varying fluctuations.
Applying this information, medical treatments are being
developed to deliver treatment at not only the right location
but at the right time. For instance, the cycles present in human
circadian physiological systems bring about predictable
changes in the body’s tolerance to anticancer agents and a
tumor’s responsiveness to them. Indeed, it has been shown
that the tolerability and the efficacy of chemotherapeutic
drugs can vary by 50% or more as a function of dosing time in
mice or rats. Circadian-modulation of continuous drug deliv-
ery systems for chemotherapy patients has been demon-
strated in randomized, multi-centre trials to have enhanced
tumor response and increased survival rates.

In some embodiments, circadian phase estimation systems
and methods of the type described herein may be used as part
of drug delivery methods and/or drug delivery systems. In
particular embodiments of such drug delivery methods and/or
drug delivery systems, the estimated circadian phase could be
used to modulate a drug flow rate, such that the drug flow rate
depends on the circadian phase. In particular embodiments,
the estimated circadian phase could be used to continuously
modulate the drug flow rate. In other embodiments, the cir-
cadian phase may be monitored and then a dose may be
administered during a window of optimal circadian phase.

When administering chronomodulated therapy, it is desir-
able to synchronize treatment timing to the endogenous cit-
cadian phase of the individual being treated. In recent trials
physical activity patterns measured with wrist worn acceler-
ometers have been used to infer sleep/wake schedules and
thus circadian phase. While the activity measures can lead to
a general estimate of circadian phase if an individual has
maintained a consistent schedule, there are known variabili-
ties between individuals and considerable uncertainty in the
method. Enhanced methods of accurately monitoring circa-
dian phase translate to increased efficacy of chronotherapies.

Certain implementations of the invention comprise com-
puter processors which execute software instructions which
cause the processors to perform methods of the invention. For
example, one or more processors in a phase estimation system
may implement data processing steps in the methods
described herein by executing software instructions retrieved
from a program memory accessible to the processors. The
invention may also be provided in the form of a program
product. The program product may comprise any medium
which carries a set of computer-readable instructions which,
when executed by a data processor, cause the data processor
to execute a method of the invention. Program products
according to the invention may be in any of a wide variety of
forms. The program product may comprise, for example,
physical media such as magnetic data storage media includ-
ing floppy diskettes, hard disk drives, optical data storage
media including CD ROMs and DVDs, electronic data stor-
age media including ROMs, flash RAM, or the like. The
instructions may be present on the program product in
encrypted and/or compressed formats.

Where a component (e.g. a software module, processor,
assembly, device, circuit, etc.) is referred to above, unless
otherwise indicated, reference to that component (including a
reference to a “means”) should be interpreted as including as
equivalents of that component any component which per-
forms the function of the described component (i.e. that is
functionally equivalent), including components which are not
structurally equivalent to the disclosed structure which per-
forms the function in the illustrated exemplary embodiments
of the invention.

As will be apparent to those skilled in the art in the light of
the foregoing disclosure, many alterations and modifications
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are possible in the practice of this invention without departing
from the spirit or scope thereof. For example:

One or more measured circadian phase estimate inputs ¢
may be received from external systems, rather than
being calculated from a physiological input 104.

Phase estimate outputs of the circadian state estimation
system may be made in real-time, may be predicted into
the future, or may be calculated for historical periods.

Light input 102, T may be measured directly from light
sensor, or may be estimated based on other known or
assumed environmental conditions. As a non-limiting
example light input could be estimated from actigraphy
sensors from which sleep (dark) and wake (bright) peri-
ods are inferred.

In the embodiments described above, circadian state esti-
mation methods/systems make use of state-space mod-
els which model the effect of light stimulus on the cir-
cadian state of a subject. This is not necessary.
Circadian-state estimation methods/systems according
to particular embodiments of the invention may use
other types of mathematical models which model the
effect of light stimulus on the circadian phase of a sub-
ject. Such mathematical models may incorporate model
variables which may be represented in the form of prob-
ability distributions that model the uncertainty in the
model variables. Bayesian estimation techniques similar
to those described above may be used with such math-
ematical models. Depending on the mathematical nature
and/or complexity of such models, particle filtering
techniques or other suitable approximation techniques
may be used to obtain approximate solutions to Baye-
sian estimation problems using such mathematical mod-
els. An example of another type of mathematical model
is a circadian Phase Response Curve. A Phase Response
Curve model may comprise a set of response curves
corresponding to various light exposure levels, where
each response curve is a mathematical relationship relat-
ing a model variable of the circadian phase at time t=x,
to the resulting circadian at time t=x+k when exposed to
a given light intensity.

Multiple methods for implementing Bayesian equations in
the prediction updator 116 and the measurement updator
118 may be used, and may include alternate particle
filter operations, or other non-particle-filter methods.

Sensors 120, physiological phase estimators 114, and the
prediction updator 116 and measurement updator 118
may be physically separate. As a non-limiting example,
remote sensors may be distributed on individuals and
sensor information transmitted to a physiological phase
estimators, and prediction and measurement updators on
a computational system.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for predicting a circadian state of an individual,

the system comprising:

at least one physiological sensor connected to a processor,
wherein the physiological sensor is configured to mea-
sure one or more physiological parameters from an indi-
vidual related to circadian phase, and wherein the pro-
cessor is configured to perform the steps of:
providing a biomathematical model comprising:

one or more model variables comprising at least a
circadian phase offset model variable representa-
tive of a phase offset of the circadian state of the
individual,

at least one light stimulus model input representative
of light stimulus to which the individual is exposed
over time, and

at least one physiological parameter model input rep-
resentative of one or more physiological param-
eters of the individual related to circadian phase;
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wherein the biomathematical model predicts the change
of the circadian phase offset model variable over time
based at least in part on light exposure to which the
individual is exposed over time using the at least one
light stimulus model input, and updates the one more
model variables based on the physiological parameter
model input;

receiving an estimate of the circadian phase offset of the
individual corresponding to an initial time;

receiving a physiological measurement from the physi-
ological sensors, the physiological measurement
comprising: a physiological parameter of the indi-
vidual related to circadian phase, and a physiological
measurement time comprising a time at which the
physiological parameter is measured:;

receiving one or more light stimulus measurements cot-
responding to light exposure to which the individual is
exposed, the light stimulus measurements occurring
between the initial time and the physiological mea-
surement time, and wherein each light stimulus mea-
surement comprises: a light stimulus intensity value,
and light measurement time comprising a time at
which the light stimulus intensity value is measured;

predicting a value of the circadian phase offset model
variable corresponding to the physiological measure-
ment time by applying the biomathematical model to
at least the received estimate of the circadian phase
offset corresponding to the initial time and the
received one or more light stimulus measurements;
and

updating the predicted value of the circadian phase off-
set model variable corresponding to the physiological
measurement time by applying the biomathematical
model to at least the predicted value of the circadian
offset model variable corresponding to the physi-
ological measurement time and the received physi-
ological measurement.

2. A system according to claim 1 wherein the received
estimate of the circadian phase offset comprises a probability
distribution function (PDF) of a phase offset of the circadian
state of the individual, and wherein the circadian phase offset
model variable represents a PDF of the phase offset of the
circadian state of the individual.

3. A system according to claim 2 further comprising a
prediction updator configured to estimate one or more PDFs
of the one or more model variables at a first time step based on
the received light stimulus measurements and one or more
known PDFs of the one or more model variables at a second
time step, the first time step subsequent to the second time
step, and wherein the prediction updator is used by the pro-
cessor to iterate toward the updated PDF of predicted value of
the phase offset model variable.

4. A system according to claim 3 comprising a measure-
ment updator connected to receive the at least one physiologi-
cal measurement from physiological sensors and to receive
the one or more PDFs of the one or more model variables at
the first time step from the prediction updator, the measure-
ment updator configured to use the at least one physiological
measurement and the one or more PDFs of the one or more
model variables at the first time step to estimate one or more
measurement-updated PDFs of the one or more model vari-
ables at the first time step, wherein the one or more measure-
ment-updated PDFs of the one or more model variables at the
first time step take into account the at least one physiological
measurement and wherein the measurement updator is used
by the processor to iterate toward the updated PDF of pre-
dicted value of the phase offset model variable.
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5. A system according to claim 3 comprising: a physiologi-
cal phase estimator connected to receive the at least one
physiological measurement from the physiological sensors,
to provide one or more corresponding physiological input
signals to the processor, and to estimate one or more corre-
sponding physiological feature PDFs of the circadian phase
offset model variable based on the one or more physiological
input signals, each physiological feature PDF expressing a
degree of confidence in a circadian phase offset model vari-
able prediction based on the corresponding physiological
input signal.
6. A system according to claim 5 comprising a measure-
ment updator connected to receive the one or more physi-
ological feature PDFs of the circadian phase offset from the
physiological phase estimator and to receive the one or more
PDFs of the one or more model variables at the first time step
from the prediction updator, the measurement updator con-
figured to use the one or more physiological feature PDFs and
the one or more PDFs of the one or more model variables at
the first time step to estimate one or more measurement-
updated PDFs of the one or more model variables at the first
time step, wherein the one or more measurement-updated
PDFs of the one or more model variables at the first time step
take into account the one or more physiological feature PDFs
of the circadian phase offset and wherein the measurement
updator is used by the processor to iterate toward the updated
PDF of predicted value of the phase offset model variable.
7. A system according to claim 5 wherein the physiological
phase estimator comprises, for each physiological input sig-
nal, a marker component for:
extracting a marker from the physiological input signal, the
marker comprising at least one of: a feature of the physi-
ological input signal; and a time of occurrence of the
feature of the physiological input signal; and

determining a marker PDF representing an uncertainty
present in extracting the marker from the physiological
input signal.

8. A system according to claim 7 wherein the physiological
phase estimator comprises, for each physiological input sig-
nal, a marker-to-phase converter component for transforming
the marker PDF into a domain of the phase offset of the
individual to thereby obtain the physiological feature PDF of
the phase offset.

9. A system according to claim 8 wherein the marker PDF
reflects a degree of confidence in the time of occurrence of the
feature within the physiological input signal and wherein the
marker-to-phase converter component is configured to shift
the marker PDF in the time domain to obtain the physiologi-
cal feature PDF.

10. A system according to claim 7 wherein, for each physi-
ological input signal, the marker component is configured to
extract the marker from the physiological input signal by:
fitting a curve to the physiological input signal; and identify-
ing the feature in the curve, the feature comprising at least one
of: a minimum of the curve; a maximum of the curve; a point
where the curve crosses a threshold; and a region where the
curve is located on one side of a threshold.

11. A system according to claim 10 wherein for each physi-
ological input signal, the marker PDF reflects a degree of
certainty in one or more of: the fitted curve; and the identified
feature.

12. A system according to claim 1 wherein the processor is
further configured to repeat one or more times the steps of:

receiving an estimate of the circadian phase offset of the

individual corresponding to an initial time;

receiving a physiological measurement from the physi-

ological sensors, the physiological measurement com-
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prising: a physiological parameter of the individual
related to circadian phase, and a physiological measure-
ment time comprising a time at which the physiological
parameter is measured;

receiving one or more light stimulus measurements corre-

sponding to light exposure to which the individual is
exposed, the light stimulus measurements occurring
between the initial time and the physiological measure-
ment time, and wherein each light stimulus measure-
ment comprises: a light stimulus intensity value, and
light measurement time comprising a time at which the
light stimulus intensity value is measured;

predicting a value of the circadian phase offset model vari-

able corresponding to the physiological measurement
time by applying the biomathematical model to at least
the received estimate of the circadian phase offset cor-
responding to the initial time and the received one or
more light stimulus measurements; and

updating the predicted value of the circadian phase offset

model variable corresponding to the physiological mea-
surement time by applying the biomathematical model
to at least the predicted value of the circadian offset
model variable corresponding to the physiological mea-
surement time and the received physiological measure-
ment;
wherein for each repetition of steps the received estimate of
the circadian phase of the individual corresponding to the
initial time comprises the updated predicted circadian phase
corresponding to the physiological measurement time from
the prior repetition of steps.

13. A system according to claim 1 wherein the at least one
physiological measurements comprise one or more of: core
body temperature (CBT) of the individual; cortisol level of
the individual; melatonin level of the individual; an activity
level of the individual; a rate of cell proliferation of the
individual; a parameter related to a cardiac regulatory system
of the individual; a parameter related to the chemoreceptive
respiratory feedback system of the individual; and a param-
eter related to the cognitive performance of the individual.

14. A system according to claim 1 comprising one or more
light sensor devices for measuring light intensity and for
estimating the light stimulus to which the individual is
exposed to thereby provide the one or more light stimulus
measurements received at the processor.

15. A system according to claim 1 comprising one or more
light estimation devices which estimate the light stimulus to
which the individual is exposed based on criteria other than
light measurement to thereby provide the one or more light
stimulus measurements received at the processor.

16. A system according to claim 1 wherein the at least one
physiological sensor comprises a plurality of physiological
SEensors.

17. A method, using a processor, for predicting a circadian
state of an individual, the method comprising:

providing a biomathematical model comprising:

one or more model variables comprising at least a circa-
dian phase offset model variable representative of a
phase offset of the circadian state of the individual,

at least one light stimulus model input representative of
light stimulus to which the individual is exposed over
time, and

at least one physiological parameter model input repre-
sentative of one or more physiological parameters of
the individual related to circadian phase;

wherein the biomathematical model predicts the change of

the circadian phase offset model variable over time
based at least in part on light exposure to which the
individual is exposed over time using the at least one
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light stimulus model input, and updates the one more
model variables based on the physiological parameter
model input;

receiving an estimate of the circadian phase offset of the

individual corresponding to an initial time;

receiving a physiological measurement from the physi-

ological sensors, the physiological measurement com-
prising: a physiological parameter of the individual
related to circadian phase, and a physiological measure-
ment time comprising a time at which the physiological
parameter is measured,

receiving one or more light stimulus measurements corre-

sponding to light exposure to which the individual is
exposed, the light stimulus measurements occurring
between the initial time and the physiological measure-
ment time, and wherein each light stimulus measure-
ment comprises: a light stimulus intensity value, and
light measurement time comprising a time at which the
light stimulus intensity value is measured,

predicting a value of the circadian phase offset model vari-

able corresponding to the physiological measurement
time by applying the biomathematical model to at least
the received estimate of the circadian phase offset cor-
responding to the initial time and the received one or
more light stimulus measurements; and

updating the predicted value of the circadian phase offset

model variable corresponding to the physiological mea-
surement time by applying the biomathematical model
to at least the predicted value of the circadian offset
model variable corresponding to the physiological mea-
surement time and the received physiological measure-
ment and

selecting a recommended time for performing a desired

action based upon the estimate of an updated PDF of the
phase offset.

18. A method according to claim 17 wherein predicting a
value of the circadian phase offset model comprises incorpo-
rating process noise into the model, the process noise addi-
tive, such that it may be added to a state transition equation of
the model.

19. A method according to claim 17 wherein updating the
predicted value of the circadian phase offset model variable
comprises incorporating measurement noise into the model,
the measurement noise additive, such that it may be added to
a measurement equation of the model.

20. A method according to claim 17 wherein the desired
action comprises one or more of: undergoing medical or
chronotherapeutic treatment, application a fatigue countet-
measure, modifying a sleep or work schedule, implementing
occupational or environmental safety precautions, and mak-
ing personnel changes.

21. A method according to claim 17 wherein the recom-
mended time comprises one or more of: a time associated
with a work or sleep schedule, a time associated with a medi-
cal diagnosis or medical treatment, a time associated with
hazardous activity, and a time associated with increased risk
of fatigue-related loss.

22. A computer program product embedded in a non-tran-
sitory memory medium comprising computer-readable
instructions, which when executed by a suitably configured
processor, cause the processor to perform a method for pre-
dicting a circadian state of an individual, the method com-
prising:

providing a biomathematical model comprising:

one or more model variables comprising at least a circa-
dian phase offset model variable representative of a
phase offset of the circadian state of the individual,

at least one light stimulus model input representative of
light stimulus to which the individual is exposed over
time, and
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at least one physiological parameter model input repre-
sentative of one or more physiological parameters of
the individual related to circadian phase;

wherein the biomathematical model predicts the change of
the circadian phase offset model variable over time
based at least in part on light exposure to which the
individual is exposed over time using the at least one
light stimulus model input, and updates the one more
model variables based on the physiological parameter
model input;

receiving an estimate of the circadian phase offset of the
individual corresponding to an initial time;

receiving a physiological measurement from the physi-
ological sensors, the physiological measurement com-
prising: a physiological parameter of the individual
related to circadian phase, and a physiological measure-
ment time comprising a time at which the physiological
parameter is measured;

receiving one or more light stimulus measurements corre-
sponding to light exposure to which the individual is

10
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exposed, the light stimulus measurements occurting
between the initial time and the physiological measure-
ment time, and wherein each light stimulus measure-
ment comprises: a light stimulus intensity value, and
light measurement time comprising a time at which the
light stimulus intensity value is measured,

predicting a value of the circadian phase offset model vari-
able corresponding to the physiological measurement
time by applying the biomathematical model to at least
the received estimate of the circadian phase offset cor-
responding to the initial time and the received one or
more light stimulus measurements; and

updating the predicted value of the circadian phase offset
model variable corresponding to the physiological mea-
surement time by applying the biomathematical model
to at least the predicted value of the circadian offset
model variable corresponding to the physiological mea-
surement time and the received physiological measure-
ment.
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