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where items whose stored brain wave profiles match the
electrical signals are considered identified items. A POS
terminal is coupled to the live signal analyzer in order to log
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1
PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION USING
ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to product identification, as
for example in point of sale terminals using Electroencepha-
lography (EEG).

BACKGROUND

Generally speaking, barcode scanning, in particular two
dimensional barcode scanning, requires a great deal of
image processing, the image to be in perfect focus and
adequate lighting conditions. Accurate scanning can be
hindered when these conditions are not met or when there is
excessive motion. In addition, the barcode should ideally be
properly positioned within the field of view of an imager,
which may be unintuitive to aim. If any of these precondi-
tions are not met, the barcode often cannot be deciphered.
Also, sometimes the barcode itself is printed poorly and can
be damaged during the life of the product. This can lead to
hard or impossible to read codes. Some items, such as
produce, often do not even have barcodes and have to be
keyed in manually by a cashier. This can be tinie consuming
and can be impeded by human error. It is also quite simple
for a thief to swap the barcode of an expensive item with the
barcode of a much cheaper product. These issues can cause
major problems and be very expensive for businesses.

Therefore, a need exists for a system that enhances bar
code reading or replaces the bar code reading with another
system.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, in one aspect, the present invention
embraces use of EEG data to aid in identification of items in
order to process a Point-Of-Sale transaction.

In an example embodiment, an EEG POS system has an
EEG device that detects electrical signals representing brain
waves. A database of brain wave profiles represents a
plurality of items to be identified. A live signal analyzer
compares electrical signals from the EEG device with stored
brain wave profiles in the database to identify entries in the
database representing items that match the electrical signals
from the EEG device, where items whose stored brain wave
profiles match the electrical signals are considered identified
items. A POS terminal is coupled to the live signal analyzer
in order to log and tally items for a transaction.

In another example embodiment, an electroencephalo-
graph (EEG) point of sale system having an EEG device that
is configured to detect a plurality of electrical signals
representing brain waves. A database of brain wave profiles
represent a plurality of items to be identified. A live signal
analyzer compares electrical signals from the EEG device
with stored brain wave profiles in the database to identify
entries in the database representing items that match the
electrical signals from the EEG device, where items whose
stored brain wave profiles match the electrical signals are
considered identified items.

In certain example implementations, the system also has
a point of sale terminal coupled to the live signal analyzer
that logs and tallies items for a transaction, where the live
signal analyzer provides item identification and price data to
the point of sale terminal for identified items. In certain
example implementations, the live signal analyzer com-
prises a programmed processor coupled to the EEG device,
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the point of sale terminal, and the database. In certain
example implementations, the EEG device is configured as
headgear that is to be worn by a user. In certain example
implementations, a brain response profiler generates a brain
response profile for an item from the EEG device and
generates a database entry for the item.

In certain example implementations, the brain response
profiler is implemented using a programmed processor
coupled to the EEG device and the database. In certain
example implementations, the live signal analyzer identifies
entries in the database representing items that match the
electrical signals from the EEG device by cross correlating
the plurality of electrical signals from the EEG device with
stored database entries representing a plurality of items. In
certain example implementations, the electrical signals from
the EEG device are converted to frequency domain signals
and where the brain response profile is a frequency domain
profile.

In yet another example embodiment, 9. A method,
involves receiving electroencephalograph (EEG) data gen-
erated when a user is exposed to an item that is to be
identified; at a programmed processor, comparing the EEG
data to aplurality of brain wave profiles stored in a database,
the stored brain wave profiles corresponding to identifiable
items; ascertaining that a match exists between the EEG data
and a stored brain wave profile for a particular identifiable
item; retrieving information from the database associated
with the particular identifiable item; and passing the infor-
mation retrieved from the database to a point of sale termi-
nal.

In certain example implementations, the information
retrieved from the database comprises item identification
and price data. In certain example implementations, the
comparing comprises calculating a cross correlation
between the EEG data and a plurality of the stored brain
wave profiles. In certain example implementations, the
method further involves processing the EEG data using a
fast Fourier transform. In certain example implementations,
the EEG data and the brain wave profiles are represented in
the frequency domain.

In another aspect, the present invention involves a train-
ing method, including receiving EEG training data from an
EEG device that is generated when a user is exposed to a
training item; generating an item brain wave profile for the
training item that characterizes the EEG training data along
with data identifying the training item; and storing the item
brain wave profile in a database.

In certain example implementations, the method further
involves receiving electroencephalograph (FEG) data gen-
erated when a user is exposed to an item that is to be
identified; at a programmed processor, comparing the EEG
data to a plurality of item brain wave profiles stored in the
database; ascertaining that a match exists between the EEG
data and a stored item brain wave profile for a particular
identifiable item; retrieving information from the database
associated with the particular identifiable item; and passing
the information retrieved from the database to a point of sale
terminal.

In certain example implementations, the information
retrieved from the database includes item identification and
price data. In certain example implementations, the com-
paring involves calculating a cross correlation between the
EEG data and a plurality of the stored brain wave profiles.
In certain example implementations, processing the EEG
data involves using a fast Fourier transform. In certain
example implementations, the EEG data and the brain wave
profiles are represented in the frequency domain.
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The foregoing illustrative summary, as well as other
exemplary objectives and/or advantages of the invention,
and the manner in which the same are accomplished, are
further explained within the following detailed description
and its accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a logical block diagram of a system
consistent with certain example embodiments consistent
with the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an example of a flow chart depicting a training
process as used with certain example embodiments consis-
tent with the present invention.

FIG. 3 is an example of a flow chart depicting an
operational process as used in certain example embodiments
consistent with the present invention.

FIG. 4 is an example system block diagram for an
illustrative system consistent with the present teachings.

FIG. 5 is an example of a flow chart of an overall process
including training and operation of an example system
consistent with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention embraces methods and apparatus
using electroencephalograph data to scan items to be
checked out at a point of sale terminal, for example, at a
retail establishment.

As previously noted barcode scanning, in particular two
dimensional barcode scanning, requires a great deal of
image processing, minimal motion, perfect focus, proper
placement in a scanner’s field, clear bar code printing and
adequate lighting conditions. Accurate scanning can be
hindered when these conditions are not met. If any of these
preconditions are not met, the barcode often cannot be
deciphered.

As the form factor of our products continue to evolve, so
too will the way in which we interact with them. Today there
are several ways of interfacing with smart devices other than
traditional hardware buttons. Touch screen gesturing, voice
recognition, inertial sensors motion detection, 3D sensor
gesture recognition and other methods have become com-
monplace for interfacing with a computer. More recently,
many advances have been made in improvements in the
brain-computer interface (BCI). All BCI devices on the
market today use electroencephalography (EEG) as their
core technology. This involves the placement of an array of
electrodes on the head, which measure voltage fluctuations
resulting from ionic current flows within the neurons of the
brain. These electromagnetic signals are recorded, processed
and the source of the activity is isolated.

Embodiments consistent with the present invention can
address the above problems by removing most of the pre-
conditions necessary to successfully identify a product. It
removes the need for any image processing, any mechanical
autofocus routine, can operate in extremely low light con-
ditions, and is motion tolerant. It also removes the need for
a barcode altogether, thus eliminating all the issues regard-
ing print quality, code damage, and theft. It also facilitates
the identification of items like produce, which typically do
not contain barcodes. This is done by replacing or supple-
menting the current method of product identification using a
barcode scanner with the human brain in cooperation with
EEG technology.

Recent advances in Electroencephalography (EEG) have
taken the ability to read electronic signals produced by the
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brain out of the lab and into to more mainstream applica-
tions. Relatively inexpensive EEG devices have been
brought to market that do not require shaving of the subject’s
head or gels of any kind. Such devices can be easily worn
by the user and are quite unobtrusive and even stylish.

In accord with the present discussion, an EEG device is
used to identify a product that is being viewed without the
use of barcode technology and unreliable image processing
(or as a supplement thereto). Certain embodiments utilize
the extremely efficient object recognition algorithms
ingrained within the human brain to determine what object
is currently being looked at. Such embodiments also capi-
talize on the focusing and light sensitivity powers of the
human eye to make sure the object is always in focus and
perfectly exposed. Real-time readings from the EEG may be
compared to known readings that have been previously
cataloged for the current user. In other words, certain
embodiments of this invention aim to heavily leverage what
hundreds of thousands of years of evolution have given
humans.

In accord with certain embodiments, an Electroencepha-
lography (EEG) device, e.g. such as devices similar to the
Emotiv EPOC product (Commercially available from Emo-
tiv, Inc., 490 Post St. Suite 824, San Francisco, Calif. 94102
USA) is used to characterize brain waves for purposes of
identifying products at checkout. In one example, a training
process is conducted in which a retail store clerk is shown
all or a portion of the products available for sale in a store
while wearing the EEG device. The employee’s brain
response to the sight of each object can be recorded and
cataloged for that particular employee. After training is
complete there will exist a catalog of unique brain responses
(for each employee) paired with an identifier for each
product within the system.

In the example of a grocery store, when products are
placed on a checkout conveyor belt, the store clerk wearing
the EEG device simply needs to look at each item individu-
ally while bagging them. The EEG device produces an EEG
representation of the clerk’s brain responses. This EEG
representation is then compared to the pre-cataloged list of
responses acquired during employee training to identify the
products that are currently being looked at. When matches
are obtained between the current EEG signal and the pre-
cataloged list of responses are found, visual and/or audible
feedback can be produced for the clerk in order to confirm
to the clerk that the product has been identified. The system
can record the associated item and its price for checkout.

This technology can be used standalone or combined with
existing bar code reader technology, or can be paired with
eye direction detection, so that one barcode in a field can be
selected and trigger the scan of the desired code.

An exemplary embodiment is depicted from a logical
block diagram perspective as system 10 of FIG. 1 in which
an EEG device 14 produces signals that represent brain
waves of a user when viewing an object. While training this
device to the brain wave signals of a particular user, a brain
response profiler 18 receives signals from each of a plurality
(e.g., sixteen) of electrodes affixed to the user’s scalp. This
placement of the electrodes can be accomplished using
headgear equipped with EEG electrodes as the EEG device
14.

The brain wave signals represented by voltages picked up
at each of the electrodes is processed by the brain response
profiler to generate a profile for the user’s brain waves when
the user is presented with a visual (and possibly tactile)
exposure to an item that is to be profiled. Such a profile is
generated for each of a plurality of items representing
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inventory in a retail establishment. The profile of the brain
waves is associated with an identifier of the item and a price
to be charged for that item to complete a profile record for
each of the items to be processed. The profile can then be
stored to a database to produce stored brain response profiles
22.

When the brain response profiles 22 are completed for
each item, the training process is complete. The brain wave
signals during normal operation of a user (e.g., a retail clerk)
from EEG device 14 are then passed to a live signal analyzer
26. The live signal analyzer 26 receives the EEG signals as
the user views items that are to be checked out one at a time.
The live signal analyzer 26 generates a profile in a manner
similar to the brain response profiler 18 and conducts a
comparison of the live brain response profile with the stored
brain response profiles stored at 22 in order to identify a
close match. This can be accomplished using any number of
techniques including cross-correlation of the profiles to seek
the highest correlation. When a match is achieved, the item
is identified by the live signal analyzer and the identity of the
item and price is transferred to a point of sale (POS)
application for tallying and logging for use in completing the
retail transaction.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a training process is described in
connection with example block diagram 50 starting at 54
where the user being trained views items while wearing an
EEG device that is communicatively coupled to a host
computer system. As an item is being viewed, the brain wave
signals associated with the item is sent from each of the EEG
electrodes to the host system for brain response profiling and
storage of the brain response profile at 58. If the last item to
be trained has not been reached at 62, the user then proceeds
to the next item at 54 and the process is repeated. When the
last item has been reached at 62, the profile of each product
and the brain response profile associated therewith can be
stored (e.g., to cloud storage) for later retrieval during the
operational process.

Referring now to FIG. 3, an operational process for use of
the EEG technology for item identification in a retail envi-
ronment by a user such as a store clerk is depicted in
example flow chart 100 starting at 102. At 102, a user
occupies the checkout area wearing an EEG device that is
wired or wirelessly coupled to a host processor. A transac-
tion is initiated and the user is presented with one or more
items for checkout in a normal manner at 106. One by one,
the user views each item at 110 to produce a brain wave
response that is represented by the signals from each of the
electrodes of the EEG device and sent to a host system’s live
signal analyzer at 118.

The host system’s live signal analyzer compares the live
EEG signals with stored brain response profiles for the user
at 122 in order to identify a matching item in the brain
response/product profiles. If no match is achieved at 126, a
failure routine is entered at 130 to allow for other data entry
techniques. Moreover, excessive failures to identify an item
may be indicative of an improperly installed EEG device or
a need for further training to better characterize the items
that are to be identified.

When a match is achieved at 126, the item is considered
“scanned” and identified at 134 and it can be logged to the
current transaction along with an identifier of the item and
a price to be charged. Feedback can be generated at 138
upon completion of a scan to let the user know that the item
has been successfully scanned and the next item (if any) can
be viewed. If the item is not the last item at 142, the next
item is retrieved at 146 and control passes to 110 to repeat
the process. When the last item is reached at 142, the
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transaction can enter a final stage in which payment is
processed at 150 and the transaction can be deemed com-
pleted.

Turning now to FIG. 4, an example system 200 is
depicted. A user 204 is connected to an EEG device 14 that
is suitably interfaced to a host processor 208 either with a
wired connection such as a universal serial bus (USB)
connection or via a wireless connection. The connection of
EEG device 14 is represented functionally in this illustration
as a connection to bus 212 of the system 200.

The host processor 208 may be locally or remotely
situated or cloud based without limitation. Moreover, pro-
cessor 208 can be made up of one processor or a plurality of
processors. The processor 208 is coupled to memory 216
that includes routines or modules that correspond to the
functions of brain response profiler, live signal analyzer, and
Point-Of-Sale applications. Processor is further communi-
catively coupled to EEG database 220 that contains entries
corresponding to brain wave profiles and other data for a
plurality of identifiable items. Processor 208 is further
communicatively coupled to a Point-Of-Sale terminal 224
that is used to carry out a financial transaction with a
customer.

During the training process discussed above, the EEG
device 14 measures brain wave signals from the user as the
user views and/or is otherwise exposed to an item that could
be purchased. The brain response profiler operation is car-
ried out by processor 208 to create a profile of each item and
the profile is then stored in the database 220.

During live operation, the user 204 is exposed to items
that are being purchased and the associated live EEG data is
produced by EEG device 14. This live EEG data is analyzed
by the processor 208 using the live signal analyzer process
to conduct a comparison between the live EEG data and the
EEG database entries to identify the item. Once the item is
identified, information such as an item name or description
can be retrieved from the database along with price for the
item. This information is then transferred to the POS appli-
cation for use at the POS terminal to complete a transaction
by adding the item to a list of items being purchased and
adding the price to a transaction tally.

An example of the operation of system while carrying out
a live transaction is depicted in one example by the flow
chart 250 of FIG. 5 start starting at 252 where the user is
exposed to a product to be identified. Electroencephalograph
(EEQG) data is generated when the user is exposed to an item
that is to be identified at 256. The raw data from the EEG can
be used or the EEG data can be converted to a character-
ization of the EEG response at 260. The processor then
compares the EEG data to a plurality of brain wave profiles
stored in a database at 264, where the stored brain wave
profiles corresponding to identifiable items in the database.
At 268, the process ascertains that a match exists between
the EEG data and a stored brain wave profile for a particular
identifiable item. Information is retrieved from the database
entry associated with the particular identifiable item at 272
(e.g., an identification of the item and a cost). The retrieved
information can then be transferred at 276 from the database
to the point of sale terminal so that the price and item
identifier can be entered into the POS transaction record.
The system is then ready to process the next product at 280.

EEG technology is used to measure brain activity which
is generally classified by frequency bands: Delta (3, below
4 Hz), Theta (0, 4-7 Hz), Alpha (c., 8-12 Hz), Beta (3, 13-30
Hz) and Gamma (y, above 30 Hz). The output of an EEG
device is a collection of signals picked up by sensors placed
about a user’s head, which picks up brain activity, in the
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form of measured voltage fluctuations resulting from ionic
current within the neurons of the brain, in the above fre-
quency bands. These signals can represent intensity and
frequency of brain waves as received by each of the sensors.
In accord with the present teachings, a collection of such
signals received by a plurality of sensors can be used as a
“signature” that identifies a user’s brain activity when visu-
ally stimulated by viewing a particular object.

An evoked potential is the electrical response of the brain
to a stimulus. In the present case, the EEG device measures
electrical potentials at the electrodes that are evoked in
response to visual stimulation of the brain when the user is
exposed to an item that is to be identified. In general, N
sensors (e.g., N=16) in an EEG device will produce N output
signals which may, in certain implementations, be repre-
sented as a sequence of K samples of the electrical potential
present at each of the electrodes. So, for N electrodes, one
form of EEG output can be represented as a matrix as
shown:

Sample 1 Vi) V21 V(L) VA(I)...VNQ)
Sample 2 VIQ) V22 V32 VAQ)...VNQ)
Sample K VIK) V2K V3K)  VAK)...VNEK)

In one embodiment consistent with the present teachings,
this matrix of sample values (or a normalized version
thereof) can be used directly as a brain wave profile for
storage in the database along with other information such as
the following simple record for an example item:

Item Name Price Per Profile

Watermelon $6.95  Each [watermelon profile matrix]

It will be appreciated that when items are sold by weight,
after recognizing the item, the actual cost that is tallied for
checkout will factor in the weight of the product. It is further
noted that the above example profile is somewhat minimalist
since the database can also store other data such as inventory
related data, manufacturer or supplier, rebate information
and other data.

During operation, the live EEG data as read by the EEG
device can be arranged in a matrix in the same manner as
that used in the profile and then compared to the profile
matrices stored in the database using any suitable compari-
son technique to identify an item in the database that can be
considered a match for the item represented by the Live EEG
data.

Many variations are possible. For example, the profile
data for a particular item (as well as the live EEG data
representation) can be processed to either simplify calcula-
tions or enhance accuracy. In one example, data averaging
techniques can be used. In other examples, the time domain
sample data can be processed by a fast Fourier transform
(FFT) to convert the data to a sequence of samples repre-
senting the brain waves in the frequency domain. In yet
other examples, the frequency domain data can be added
together and possibly normalized in order to construct a
composite set of data for the set of N electrodes. This may
reduce the volume of data and allow for classification of the
data to facilitate enhancement of speed of carrying out the
comparison operations.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that other tech-
niques for manipulation and interpretation of EEG signals
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can be utilized including those which involve averaging the
EEG activity time-locked to the presentation of a stimulus
and other techniques known in the field of signal processing
and EEG interpretation for cognitive science, cognitive
psychology, and psychophysiology. Algorithms to determine
what is considered a match and what type of tolerance is
acceptable can be determined experimentally.
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Apr. 15, 2015 (Qu et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/687,289 for SYSTEM
FOR COMMUNICATION VIA A PERIPHERAL HUB
filed Apr. 15, 2015 (Kohtz et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 29/524,186 for SCANNER
filed Apr. 17, 2015 (Zhou et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/695,364 for MEDICA-
TION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM filed Apr. 24, 2015
(Sewell et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/695,923 for SECURE
UNATTENDED NETWORK AUTHENTICATION filed
Apr. 24, 2015 (Kubler et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 29/525,068 for TABLET
COMPUTER WITH REMOVABLE SCANNING
DEVICE filed Apr. 27, 2015 (Schulte et al.);
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U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/699,436 for SYMBOL
READING SYSTEM HAVING PREDICTIVE DIAG-
NOSTICS filed Apr. 29, 2015 (Nahill et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/702,110 for SYSTEM
AND METHOD FOR REGULATING BARCODE
DATA INJECTION INTO A RUNNING APPLICATION
ON A SMART DEVICE filed May 1, 2015 (Todeschini et
al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/702,979 for TRACKING
BATTERY CONDITIONS filed May 4, 2015 (Young et
al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/704,050 for INTERME-
DIATE LINEAR POSITIONING filed May 5, 2015
(Charpentier et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/705,012 for HANDS-
FREE HUMAN MACHINE INTERFACE RESPON-
SIVE TO A DRIVER OF A VEHICLE filed May 6, 2015
(Fitch et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/705,407 for METHOD
AND SYSTEM TO PROTECT SOFTWARE-BASED
NETWORK-CONNECTED DEVICES FROM
ADVANCED PERSISTENT THREAT filed May 6, 2015
(Hussey et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/707,037 for SYSTEM
AND METHOD FOR DISPLAY OF INFORMATION
USING A VEHICLE-MOUNT COMPUTER filed May 8,
2015 (Chamberlin);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/707,123 for APPLICA-
TION INDEPENDENT DEX/UCS INTERFACE filed
May 8, 2015 (Pape);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/707,492 for METHOD
AND APPARATUS FOR READING OPTICAL INDI-
CIA USING A PLURALITY OF DATA SOURCES filed
May 8, 2015 (Smith et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/710,666 for PRE-PAID
USAGE SYSTEM FOR ENCODED INFORMATION
READING TERMINALS filed May 13, 2015 (Smith);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 29/526,918 for CHARG-
ING BASE filed May 14, 2015 (Fitch et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/715,672 for AUG-
MENTED REALITY ENABLED HAZARD DISPLAY
filed May 19, 2015 (Venkatesha et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/715,916 for EVALUAT-
ING IMAGE VALUES filed May 19, 2015 (Ackley);
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/722,608 for INTERAC-
TIVE USER INTERFACE FOR CAPTURING A DOCU-
MENT IN AN IMAGE SIGNAL filed May 27, 2015

(Showering et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 29/528,165 for IN-COUN-
TER BARCODE SCANNER filed May 27, 2015 (Obet-
priller et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/724,134 for ELEC-
TRONIC DEVICE WITH WIRELESS PATH SELEC-
TION CAPABILITY filed May 28, 2015 (Wang et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/724,849 for METHOD
OF PROGRAMMING THE DEFAULT CABLE INTER-
FACE SOFTWARE IN AN INDICIA READING
DEVICE filed May 29, 2015 (Barten);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/724,908 for IMAGING
APPARATUS HAVING IMAGING ASSEMBLY filed
May 29, 2015 (Barber et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/725,352 for APPARA-
TUS AND METHODS FOR MONITORING ONE OR
MORE PORTABLE DATA TERMINALS (Caballero et
al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 29/528,590 for ELEC-
TRONIC DEVICE filed May 29, 2015 (Fitch et al.);
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U.S. patent application Ser. No. 29/528,890 for MOBILE
COMPUTER HOUSING filed Jun. 2, 2015 (Fitch et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/728,397 for DEVICE
MANAGEMENT USING VIRTUAL INTERFACES
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
filed Jun. 2, 2015 (Caballero);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/732,870 for DATA
COLLECTION MODULE AND SYSTEM filed Jun. 8,
2015 (Powilleit);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 29/529,441 for INDICIA
READING DEVICE filed Jun. 8, 2015 (Zhou et al.);
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/735,717 for INDICIA-
READING SYSTEMS HAVING AN INTERFACE
WITH A USER’S NERVOUS SYSTEM filed Jun. 10,

2015 (Todeschini);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/738,038 for METHOD
OF AND SYSTEM FOR DETECTING OBJECT
WEIGHING INTERFERENCES filed Jun. 12, 2015
(Amundsen et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/740,320 for TACTILE
SWITCH FOR A MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICE
filed Jun. 16, 2015 (Bandringa),

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/740,373 for CALIBRAT-
ING A VOLUME DIMENSIONER filed Jun. 16, 2015
(Ackley et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/742,818 for INDICIA
READING SYSTEM EMPLOYING DIGITAL GAIN
CONTROL filed Jun. 18, 2015 (Xian et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/743,257 for WIRELESS
MESH POINT PORTABLE DATA TERMINAL filed Jun.
18, 2015 (Wang et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 29/530,600 for CYCLONE
filed Jun. 18, 2015 (Vargo et al);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/744,633 for IMAGING
APPARATUS COMPRISING IMAGE SENSOR
ARRAY HAVING SHARED GLOBAL SHUTTER CIR-
CUITRY filed Jun. 19, 2015 (Wang);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/744,836 for CLOUD-
BASED SYSTEM FOR READING OF DECODABLE
INDICIA filed Jun. 19, 2015 (Todeschini et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/745,006 for SELEC-
TIVE OUTPUT OF DECODED MESSAGE DATA filed
Jun. 19, 2015 (Todeschini et al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/747,197 for OPTICAL
PATTERN PROJECTOR filed Jun. 23, 2015 (Thuries et
al.);

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/747,490 for DUAL-
PROJECTOR THREE-DIMENSIONAI, SCANNER
filed Jun. 23, 2015 (Jovanovski et al.); and

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/748,446 for CORDLESS
INDICIA READER WITH A MULTIFUNCTION COIL
FOR WIRELESS CHARGING AND EAS DEACTIVA-
TION, filed Jun. 24, 2015 (Xie et al.).

*ok ok

In the specification and/or figures, typical embodiments of
the invention have been disclosed. The present invention is
not limited to such exemplary embodiments. The use of the
term “and/or” includes any and all combinations of one or
more of the associated listed items. The figures are sche-
matic representations and so are not necessarily drawn to
scale. Unless otherwise noted, specific terms have been used
in a generic and descriptive sense and not for purposes of
limitation.
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The invention claimed is:

1. An electroencephalograph (EEG) point of sale system,
comprising:

an EEG device that is configured to detect a plurality of
electrical signals representing brain waves;

a database of brain wave profiles representing a plurality
of items to be identified, wherein the brain wave
profiles comprise electrical signals corresponding to
the brain waves recorded during a training of the EEG
point of sale system; and

a live signal analyzer that compares electrical signals
from the EEG device with stored brain wave profiles in
the database to identify entries in the database repre-
senting items that match the electrical signals from the
EEG device, where items whose stored brain wave
profiles match the electrical signals are considered
identified items.

2. The system according to claim 1, further comprising a
point of sale terminal coupled to the live signal analyzer that
logs and tallies items for a transaction; and

where the live signal analyzer provides item identification
and price data to the point of sale terminal for identified
items.

3. The system according to claim 2, where the live signal
analyzer comprises a programmed processor coupled to the
EEG device, the point of sale terminal, and the database.

4. The system according to claim 1, where the EEG device
is configured as headgear that is to be worn by a user.

5. The system according to claim 1, further comprising a
brain response profiler that generates a brain response profile
for an item from the EEG device and generates a database
entry for the item.

6. The system according to claim 5, where the brain
response profiler comprises a programmed processor
coupled to the EEG device and the database.

7. The system according to claim 1, where the live signal
analyzer identifies entries in the database representing items
that match the electrical signals from the EEG device by
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cross correlating the plurality of electrical signals from the
EEG device with stored database entries representing a
plurality of items.
8. The system according to claim 1, where the electrical
signals from the EEG device are converted to frequency
domain signals and where the brain response profile is a
frequency domain profile.
9. A method, comprising:
receiving, at a programmed processor, electroencephalo-
graph (EEG) data generated by an EEG device when a
user is exposed to an item that is to be identified,

comparing, via the programmed processor, the EEG data
to a plurality of brain wave profiles stored in a database,
the stored brain wave profiles corresponding to identi-
fiable items, wherein the brain wave profiles comprise
electrical signals corresponding to the brain waves
recorded during a training using the EEG device;

ascertaining, based upon the results of the comparison,
that a match exists between the EEG data and a stored
brain wave profile for a particular identifiable item;

retrieving, via the programmed processor, information
from the database associated with the particular iden-
tifiable item; and

passing the information retrieved from the database to a

point of sale terminal.

10. The method according to claim 9, where the infor-
mation retrieved from the database comprises item identi-
fication and price data.

11. The method according to claim 9, where the compar-
ing comprises calculating a cross correlation between the
EEG data and a plurality of the stored brain wave profiles.

12. The method according to claim 9, further comprising
processing the EEG data using a fast Fourier transform.

13. The method according to claim 9, where the EEG data
and the brain wave profiles are represented in the frequency
domain.
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