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7) ABSTRACT

A defibrillation electrode pad includes an electrode section
and a CPR administration section. The electrode section and
the CPR administration section are positioned in the defi-
brillation electrode pad relative to each other such that the
CPR administration section is located above a sternum of an
adult subject and the electrode section is located in a position
appropriate for the administration of a defibrillation shock to
the adult subject when the defibrillation electrode pad is
oriented in a first orientation and such that the CPR admin-
istration section is located above a sternum of a pediatric
subject and the electrode section is located in a position
appropriate for the administration of a defibrillation shock to
the pediatric subject when the defibrillation electrode pad is
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oriented in a second orientation different from the first
orientation.
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of Universal Defibrillation
Electrode Pad on Subject.
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Apply Universal Defibrillation Electrode
Pad and Other Electrode(s) to Subject.
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Administer Therapy to Subject Using
Universal Defibrillation Electrode Pad.
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1
UNIVERSAL DEFIBRILLATION
ELECTRODE PAD ASSEMBLY FOR ADULT
AND PEDIATRIC SUBJECTS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e)
to U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/884,264, titled
“UNIVERSAL DEFIBRILLATION ELECTRODE PAD
ASSEMBLY FOR ADULT AND PEDIATRIC SUB-
JECTS,” filed on Sep. 30, 2013, which is herein incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

Aspects and embodiments of the present invention relate
to systems and methods for the treatment of individuals
experiencing cardiac distress.

Discussion of Related Art

Treatment of a subject experiencing cardiac distress may
generally include clearing the subject’s airway, assisting the
subject’s breathing, chest compressions, and defibrillation.

Defibrillation can be performed with the use of an auto-
matic external defibrillator (AED). Most automatic external
defibrillators are actually semi-automatic external defibril-
lators (SAED), which require a clinician to press a start
button, after which the defibrillator analyzes the subject’s
condition and provides a shock to the subject if the electrical
rhythm is shockable and waits for user intervention before
any subsequent shock. Fully automatic external defibrilla-
tors, on the other hand, do not wait for user intervention
before applying subsequent shocks. As the term is used
herein, automatic external defibrillators (AED) include
semi-automatic external defibrillators (SAED).

Defibrillation shocks are typically delivered to a subject
from a defibrillator through a set of defibrillation electrodes
placed on the body of the subject. The electrodes are placed
in electrical communication with the skin of the subject in
locations that will direct an electrical charge supplied
through the electrodes through the heart of the subject.

In some instances, one or more defibrillation electrodes
may be provided in a defibrillation electrode pad assembly
including a CPR administration area. The CPR administra-
tion area may be a portion of the defibrillation electrode pad
assembly through which a first responder may apply chest
compressions to a subject during the administration of CPR.
The CPR administration area may be displaced from defi-
brillation electrodes in the defibrillation electrode pad
assembly.

It is often desirable to arrange the defibrillation electrodes
and CPR administration area in a defibrillation electrode pad
assembly such that the relative positioning of the defibril-
lation electrodes and the CPR administration area provide
for each to be located on an appropriate location of a subject
when the defibrillation electrode pad assembly is applied to
the subject. For subjects of different sizes, for example,
pediatric subjects versus adult subjects, it has in the past
been necessary to provide differently sized defibrillation
electrode pad assemblies such that the distance between the
defibrillation electrodes and the CPR administration area
allows for each to be located properly on the differently
sized subjects.

SUMMARY

In accordance with a first aspect, there is provided a
defibrillation electrode pad. The defibrillation electrode pad
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comprises an electrode section and a CPR administration
section mechanically coupled to the electrode section. The
electrode section and the CPR administration section are
positioned in the defibrillation electrode pad relative to each
other such that the CPR administration section is located
above a sternum of an adult subject and the electrode section
is located in a position appropriate for the administration of
a defibrillation shock to the adult subject when the defibril-
lation electrode pad is oriented in a first orientation and such
that the CPR administration section is located above a
sternum of a pediatric subject and the electrode section is
located in a position appropriate for the administration of a
defibrillation shock to the pediatric subject when the defi-
brillation electrode pad is oriented in a second orientation
different from the first orientation. In some embodiments,
the first orientation is rotated by approximately 180 degrees
from the second orientation.

In some embodiments, the position appropriate for the
administration of a defibrillation shock to the adult subject
is an apex position on the chest of the adult subject. The
position appropriate for the administration of a defibrillation
shock to the pediatric subject may be a lateral position on the
pediatric subject.

In some embodiments, the defibrillation electrode pad
further comprises indicia of a proper orientation of the
defibrillation electrode pad for an adult subject and a proper
orientation of the defibrillation electrode pad for a pediatric
subject. The defibrillation electrode pad may further com-
prise a CPR assistance device configured to provide feed-
back regarding the frequency and/or depth of chest com-
pressions applied to the subject during the administration of
CPR to the subject.

In accordance with another aspect, there is provided a
method of treating a subject experiencing cardiac distress.
The method comprises obtaining a universal defibrillation
electrode pad and a defibrillator, determining a proper
orientation of the universal defibrillation electrode pad on
the subject, applying the universal defibrillation electrode
pad to the subject in the proper orientation, and administer-
ing therapy to the subject using the universal defibrillation
electrode pad.

In some embodiments, the method further comprises
applying a second electrode pad to the subject. The method
may also further comprise electrically coupling the universal
defibrillation electrode pad and the second electrode pad to
a defibrillator.

In some embodiments, determining the proper orientation
of the universal defibrillation electrode pad comprises deter-
mining an orientation of the universal defibrillation elec-
trode pad from indicia of proper orientation provided on the
universal defibrillation electrode pad.

In some embodiments, administering therapy to the sub-
ject comprises applying chest compressions to the subject
through a CPR administration area of the universal defibril-
lation electrode pad and in some embodiments, administer-
ing therapy to the subject comprises applying a defibrillation
shock to the subject through an electrode of the universal
defibrillation electrode pad.

In some embodiments, the method further comprises
physically decoupling an electrode section of the defibril-
lation electrode pad from a CPR administration section of
the defibrillation electrode pad. Physically decoupling the
electrode section of the defibrillation electrode pad from the
CPR administration section of the defibrillation electrode
pad may comprise tearing a bridge of material which physi-
cally couples the electrode section to the CPR administration
section. Applying the universal defibrillation electrode pad
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to the subject may comprise separately attaching the elec-
trode section and the CPR administration section to the
subject.

In accordance with another aspect, there is provided
defibrillation electrode pad. The defibrillation electrode pad
includes an electrode section, a CPR administration section,
means for providing an indication of a proper orientation of
the defibrillation electrode pad on an adult subject, and
means for providing an indication of a proper orientation of
the defibrillation electrode pad on a pediatric subject.

In some embodiments, the electrode section is mechani-
cally coupled to the CPR administration section by a bridge
of material. The bridge of material may include a semi-rigid
material configured to provide for the electrode section and
the CPR administration section to remain in a fixed orien-
tation relative to one another and separated by a fixed
distance from one another. The bridge of material may
include a deformable material configured to provide for the
relative orientation and distance between the electrode sec-
tion and the CPR administration section to be varied. In
other embodiments, the electrode section is physically
unconnected to the CPR administration section. The bridge
of material may include one or more perforations configured
to provide for the electrode section to be detached from the
CPR administration section by cutting or tearing along the
one or more perforations.

In some embodiments, the means for providing the indi-
cation of the proper orientation of the defibrillation electrode
pad indicates that the proper orientation of the defibrillation
electrode pad on the adult subject is inverted from the proper
orientation of the defibrillation electrode pad on the pediatric
subject. The means for providing the indication of the proper
orientation of the defibrillation electrode pad may include
one of a visual indicator and a tactile indicator of the proper
orientation of the defibrillation electrode pad on a subject.

In some embodiments, the CPR administration section
includes a displacement sensor. The CPR administration
section may further include a CPR assistance device con-
figured to provide feedback regarding frequency and/or
depth of chest compressions applied to a subject on which
the defibrillation electrode pad is disposed during the admin-
istration of CPR to the subject.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings are not intended to be drawn
to scale. In the drawings, each identical or nearly identical
component that is illustrated in various figures is represented
by a like numeral. For purposes of clarity, not every com-
ponent may be labeled in every drawing. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a drawing of an embodiment of a defibrillation
electrode pad applied to an adult subject;

FIG. 2A is a drawing of the defibrillation electrode pad of
FIG. 1 applied to a pediatric subject;

FIG. 2B is a drawing of a second electrode pad applied to
a pediatric subject;

FIG. 2C is a drawing of another embodiment of a defi-
brillation electrode pad applied to a pediatric subject;

FIG. 2D is a drawing of an electrode and a CPR admin-
istration pad applied to a pediatric subject;

FIG. 3 is a drawing of labels included on embodiments of
a defibrillation electrode pad; and

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method disclosed herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Aspects and embodiments of the present invention are not
limited to the details of construction and the arrangement of
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components set forth in the following description or illus-
trated in the drawings. The invention is capable of other
embodiments and of being practiced or of being carried out
in various ways. Also, the phraseology and terminology used
herein is for the purpose of description and should not be
regarded as limiting. The use of “including,” “comprising,”
“having,” “containing,” “involving,” and variations thereof
herein is meant to encompass the items listed thereafter and
equivalents thereof.

Aspects and embodiments of the present invention
include systems and methods which may facilitate the use of
a universal treatment pad for defibrillation and/or adminis-
tration of CPR to both adult and pediatric subjects. The
provision of a universal treatment pad for both adult and
pediatric subjects may eliminate the need to provide mul-
tiple differently sized treatment pads with a defibrillation
apparatus for the treatment of adult subjects and pediatric
subjects. The provision of a universal treatment pad may
prevent errors associated with using an inappropriate treat-
ment pad on a subject and locating a defibrillation electrode
and/or CPR treatment area of the treatment pad in positions
on the subject which are non-optimal for treatment of the
subject.

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a defibrillation elec-
trode pad assembly 100 placed on the body of an adult
subject. The defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100
includes an electrode section 110 and a CPR administration
section 120. The electrode section 110 includes at least one
defibrillation electrode for delivering a defibrillation shock
to the subject from a defibrillator electrically coupled to the
at least one defibrillation electrode. The at least one defi-
brillation electrode may, in some embodiments, be utilized
to monitor ECG signals from the subject when not being
used for defibrillation. The CPR administration section 120
includes a region through which a first responder may apply
chest compressions to the subject. The CPR administration
section 120 may include legends to indicate proper place-
ment of the CPR administration section 120 on the subject
and the proper placement of the heel of the first responder’s
hand for administration of CPR. The defibrillation electrode
pad assembly 100 may include at least one electrical con-
nector 112 through which the electrode section 110 may be
coupled to an external device, for example, a monitor or
defibrillator and/or through which the CPR administration
section 120 may be electrically coupled to an external CPR
administration monitor/feedback device. It should be appre-
ciated that is some embodiments, only a single electrical
connector 112 may be provided for coupling the electrode
section 110 and the CPR administration section 120 to an
external device.

In some embodiments, the CPR administration section
120 may include a displacement sensor 130, for example, as
described in co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No.
14/313,772 which is incorporated herein by reference. The
displacement sensor 130, which may include an accelerom-
eter, may be utilized to monitor the frequency and/or depth
of CPR compressions and provide this information to a
system which may provide feedback to the first responder to
alter the frequency and/or depth of chest compressions as
necessary to achieve a desirable CPR administration routine.
A CPR assistance device, for example, the PocketCPR®
CPR assistance device available from ZOLL Medical Cor-
poration or one of the CPR assistance devices disclosed in
U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,245,974, 8,096,962, 6,390,996, 6,782,293,
7,108,665, 7,118,542, and 7,122,014 may be used to facili-
tate the administration of CPR through the CPR adminis-
tration section 120 and/or may be incorporated into the CPR
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administration section 120. One or both of the electrode
section 110 and CPR administration section 120 may further
include one or more monitoring or pacing electrodes and/or
a pulse oximetry or perfusion monitor as also described in
co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/313,772.
Defibrillation electrode(s) in the electrode section 110 may,
in some embodiments, be utilized to monitor ECG signals
from the subject when not being used for defibrillation.

In FIG. 1, the electrode section 110 is located in an apex
position of the chest of the adult subject. A defibrillation
electrode located in the apex position as illustrated may be
utilized with a second electrode patch 140 coupled to the
subject on a lateral position of the thorax of the subject as
illustrated to deliver defibrillation shocks to the subject. The
second electrode patch 140 includes at least one defibrilla-
tion electrode and may also include monitoring and/or
pacing electrodes, ECG monitoring electrodes, and/or pulse
oximetry or other subject status monitors. In some embodi-
ments, one or more electrodes in the second electrode patch
140 may be used for multiple purposes, for example, for
both defibrillation and ECG monitoring. The CPR admin-
istration section 120 is positioned over the sternum of the
subject, which is a desirable location at which to administer
chest compressions during the performance of CPR. The
relative locations of the electrode section 110 and the CPR
administration section 120 in the defibrillation electrode pad
assembly 100 provide for both of these sections 110, 120 to
be located at desirable positions on the subject.

The relative locations of the electrode section 110 and the
CPR administration section 120 in the defibrillation elec-
trode pad assembly 100 may not be conducive to locating the
electrode section 110 in an apex position and the CPR
administration section 120 on the sternum of a subject
having a body size significantly different from the adult
subject illustrated in FIG. 1. For example, in a pediatric
subject the distance between the apex position and the
subject’s sternum may be less than the distance between the
electrode section 110 and the CPR administration section
120 in the defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100.

However, a properly dimensioned defibrillation electrode
pad assembly 100 may be utilized for both adult and
pediatric subjects. Positioning the defibrillation electrode
pad assembly 100 in a first orientation may provide for the
electrode section 110 and the CPR administration section
120 of the defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100 to be
located in desirable positions on an adult subject. Position-
ing the defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100 in a second
orientation may provide for the electrode section 110 and the
CPR administration section 120 of the defibrillation elec-
trode pad assembly 100 to be located in desirable positions
on a pediatric subject.

FIG. 2A illustrates the defibrillation electrode pad assem-
bly 100 of FIG. 1 placed on a pediatric subject. The
defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100 has been rotated
by about 180 degrees as compared to its orientation on the
adult subject in FIG. 1 to provide for proper positioning of
the electrode section 110 and the CPR administration section
120 on the pediatric subject in FIG. 2A. In FIG. 2A, the CPR
administration section 120 is located on the sternum of the
subject, while the electrode section 110 is located on a lateral
position on the thorax of the subject. Lateral positioning of
the electrode section 110 provides for an acceptable delivery
of a defibrillation shock to the subject when the second
electrode patch 140 is located on the rear of the subject, as
illustrated in FIG. 2B. In some embodiments, the defibril-
lation electrode pad assembly 100 may be properly oriented
on a subject in orientations other than illustrated in FIGS. 1
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and 2A. For example, the defibrillation electrode pad assem-
bly 100 may be rotated by less than about 180 degrees as
compared to its orientation on the adult subject in FIG. 1 to
properly position the electrode section 110 and the CPR
administration section 120 on a smaller adult subject.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2A, the electrode pad
assembly 100 may include an electrode section 110 and a
CPR administration section 120 which are separated by a set
distance by a bridge of material 115. In some embodiments,
the bridge of material 115 may include a non-conductive
material which may be a same or similar material as one
which is used to cover an outer surface of the electrode
section 110 and/or CPR administration section 120. The
bridge of material 115 may be rigid or semi-rigid, for
example, including a rigid or semi-rigid plastic sheet and/or
metal sheet or wire, to provide for the electrode section 110
and the CPR administration section 120 to remain in a fixed
orientation relative to one another and/or separated by a
fixed distance from one another. Alternatively, the bridge of
material 115 may include a deformable material, for
example, a sheet of fabric and/or polymeric material, which
may provide for the relative orientation and/or distance
between the electrode section 110 and the CPR administra-
tion section 120 to be varied.

As illustrated in FIG. 2C, in some embodiments, the
bridge of material 115 may include one or more perforations
114 along ends of the bridge of material proximate the
electrode section 110 and/or the CPR administration section
120 and/or through a central portion of the bridge of material
115. The perforations 114 may also be in the form of thinned
portions of the bridge of material 115 or score lines in the
bridge of material 115. These perforations 114 may provide
for a caregiver or first responder to detach the electrode
section 110 from the CPR administration section 120. It may
be desirable to detach the electrode section 110 from the
CPR administration section 120 if the bridge of material 115
would otherwise maintain the electrode section 110 and the
CPR administration section 120 in relative orientations
and/or with a separation distance which would be inappro-
priate for a particular subject. A caregiver or first responder
can physically decouple the electrode section 110 from the
CPR administration section 120 by tearing the bridge of
material 115 along one or more of the perforations 114 and
place the electrode section 110 and the

CPR administration section 120 at appropriate locations
on the subject or utilize only one of the electrode section 110
or the CPR administration section 120 while leaving the
other unattached to the subject.

As illustrated in FIG. 2D, the bridge of material 115 may
be omitted (or removed along the perforations 114 of FIG.
2C) and the electrode section 110 and the CPR administra-
tion section 120 may be physically separated unconnected
distinct elements. The electrode section 110 and the CPR
administration section 120 may be considered physically
separated and unconnected even though they may be indi-
rectly physically connected by, for example, one or more
electrical conductors running between the electrode section
110 and the CPR administration section 120 or between the
electrode section 110 and a therapy device, for example a
monitor or defibrillator, which is also electrically coupled to
the CPR administration section 120.

In some embodiments, the defibrillation electrode pad
assembly 100 may include markings or labels to help a first
responder determine how to orient the defibrillation elec-
trode pad assembly 100 on a subject. For example, as
illustrated in F1G. 3, labels 1504 and 1505 may be provided
on a portion of the defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100,
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for example, the CPR administration section 120 and/or the
electrode section 110, with arrows indicating which portion
of the CPR administration section 120 should be positioned
in an upward orientation for an adult subject and for a child
subject. The labels 150a, 1505 may include words such as
“child” and “adult,” which may be provided in multiple
languages, and/or may include symbols or graphical repre-
sentations, for example, an image of a child and/or an image
of an adult, which may help a first responder determine how
to orient the defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100 on a
subject. The defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100 may
alternatively or additionally include labels 1504 and 1505
having one or more raised symbols or characters to provide
a tactile indication of the proper orientation of the defibril-
lation electrode pad 100 on an adult and/or pediatric subject.

The defibrillation electrode pad assembly 100 and second
electrode patch 140 may be used with a number of different
defibrillators, for example, any one of the many defibrilla-
tors or AEDs available from ZOLL Medical Corporation.
Aspects of the present invention are not limited to use with
any particular defibrillator.

In accordance with another aspect, there is provided a
method of providing treatment to a subject experiencing
cardiac distress. A flowchart of the method is provided in
FIG. 4. In a first act of the method (act 400), upon identi-
fying a subject experiencing cardiac distress, a first
responder may summon emergency assistance and proceed
to obtain a defibrillator, for example an AED, and a universal
defibrillation electrode pad. In some instances, the universal
defibrillation electrode pad may be included with the defi-
brillator, and in other instances the defibrillator and univer-
sal defibrillation electrode pad may be obtained separately
and/or from different locations.

In act 410, the first responder determines the proper
orientation of the universal defibrillation electrode pad for
the subject. The determination of the proper orientation of
the universal defibrillation electrode pad may be informed
by instructions included with the universal defibrillation
electrode pad and/or by one or more markings on the
universal defibrillation electrode pad. The universal defibril-
lation electrode pad may be oriented in a first orientation for
an adult subject and in a second orientation for a pediatric
subject.

In act 420 the first responder applies the universal defi-
brillation electrode pad to the subject in the determined
orientation and also applies any other additional electrode
pads to the subject as needed. In act 430, the first responder
electrically couples the universal defibrillation electrode pad
and any other electrodes to the defibrillator using, for
example, cables and quick connectors which may extend
from the universal defibrillation electrode pad and other
electrode(s). In some embodiments, act 430 may precede act
420 or act 410, or may be eliminated, for example, when the
universal defibrillation electrode pad and any other elec-
trodes are supplied pre-coupled to a defibrillator. The first
responder then performs CPR as needed on the subject and
may also defibrillate the subject as needed (act 440). The
performance of CPR, for example, the frequency and/or
depth of chest compressions may be guided by feedback
from a CPR assistance device applied to or included in the
CPR administration section of the universal defibrillation
electrode pad. The determination of the need for defibrilla-
tion and the timing of the defibrillation may in some
instances be determined by the defibrillator.

Having thus described several aspects of at least one
embodiment of this invention, it is to be appreciated various
alterations, modifications, and improvements will readily
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occur to those skilled in the art. For example, it is to be
appreciated that any of the features of any of the embodi-
ments disclosed herein may be combined or substituted for
features of any other embodiment disclosed herein. Acts of
the method disclosed may be performed in alternate orders
and one or more acts may be added to or omitted from the
method or substituted by one or more alternative acts. Such
alterations, modifications, and improvements are intended to
be part of this disclosure, and are intended to be within the
scope of the invention. Accordingly, the foregoing descrip-
tion and drawings are by way of example only.

What is claimed is:

1. A defibrillation electrode pad comprising:

an electrode section; and

a CPR administration section mechanically coupled to the

electrode section;

wherein the defibrillation electrode pad is configured for

use on an adult subject by placing the defibrillation
electrode pad on the adult subject in a first orientation
with both the electrode section and the CPR adminis-
tration section positioned relative to each other such
that the CPR administration section is located above a
sternum of the adult subject and the electrode section is
located in a position appropriate for the administration
of a defibrillation shock to the adult subject;

wherein the defibrillation electrode pad is configured for

use on a pediatric subject by placing the defibrillation
electrode pad on the pediatric subject in a second
orientation with both the electrode section and the CPR
administration section positioned relative to each other
such that the CPR administration section is located
above a sternum of the pediatric subject and the elec-
trode section is located in a position appropriate for the
administration of a defibrillation shock to the pediatric
subject; and

wherein the second orientation is different from the first

orientation.

2. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 1, wherein the
first orientation is rotated by approximately 180 degrees
from the second orientation.

3. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 1, wherein the
position appropriate for the administration of a defibrillation
shock to the adult subject is an apex position on the chest of
the adult subject.

4. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 3, wherein the
position appropriate for the administration of a defibrillation
shock to the pediatric subject is a lateral position on the
pediatric subject.

5. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 1, further
comprising indicia of a proper orientation of the defibrilla-
tion electrode pad for an adult subject and a proper orien-
tation of the defibrillation electrode pad for a pediatric
subject.

6. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 8, wherein the
indicia is provided on a label that is provided on a portion
of the defibrillation electrode pad.

7. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 6, wherein the
portion is at least one of the electrode section and the CPR
administration section.

8. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 5, wherein the
indicia is provided as markings on a portion of the defibril-
lation electrode pad.

9. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 5, wherein the
indicia comprises at least one of: arrows indicating a portion
of the CPR administration section to be positioned in an
upward orientation for an adult subject and for a child
subject; graphical representations of the proper orientation
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of the defibrillation electrode pad for an adult subject and the
proper orientation of the defibrillation electrode pad for a
pediatric subject; and raised symbols to provide a tactile
indication of the proper orientation of the defibrillation
electrode pad for an adult subject and the proper orientation
of the defibrillation electrode pad for a pediatric subject.

10. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 1, further
comprising a CPR assistance device configured to provide
feedback regarding the frequency and/or depth of chest
compressions applied to the subject during the administra-
tion of CPR to the subject.

11. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 1, wherein
the electrode section is mechanically coupled to the CPR
administration section by a bridge of material.

12. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 11, wherein
the bridge of material includes a deformable material and is
configured to provide for the relative orientation and dis-
tance between the electrode section and the CPR adminis-
tration section to be varied.

13. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 11, wherein
the bridge of material includes a semi-rigid material and is
configured to provide for the electrode section and the CPR
administration section to remain in a fixed orientation rela-
tive to one another and separated by a fixed distance from
one another.

14. The defibrillation electrode pad of claim 11, wherein
the bridge of material includes one or more perforations
configured to provide for the electrode section to be
detached from the CPR administration section by cutting or
tearing along the one or more perforations.

15. A defibrillation electrode system comprising;

a first defibrillation electrode pad comprising an electrode
section and a CPR administration section mechanically
coupled to the electrode section; and

a second defibrillation electrode pad,

wherein the first defibrillation electrode pad is configured
for use on an adult subject by placing the first defibril-
lation electrode pad on the adult subject in a first
orientation with both the electrode section and the CPR
administration section positioned relative to each other
such that the CPR administration section is located
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above a sternum of the adult subject and the electrode
section is located in a position appropriate for the
administration of a defibrillation shock to the adult
subject;

wherein the first defibrillation electrode pad is configured

for use on a pediatric subject by placing the first
defibrillation electrode pad on the pediatric subject in a
second orientation with both the electrode section and
the CPR administration section positioned relative to
each other such that the CPR administration section is
located above a sternum of the pediatric subject and the
electrode section is located in a position appropriate for
the administration of a defibrillation shock to the pedi-
atric subject; and

wherein the second orientation is different from the first

orientation.

16. The defibrillation electrode system of claim 15,
wherein the first orientation is rotated by approximately 180
degrees from the second orientation.

17. The defibrillation electrode system of claim 15,
wherein the position appropriate for the administration of a
defibrillation shock to the adult subject is an apex position
on the chest of the adult subject.

18. The defibrillation electrode system of claim 17,
wherein the position appropriate for the administration of a
defibrillation shock to the pediatric subject is a lateral
position on the pediatric subject.

19. The defibrillation electrode system of claim 15,
wherein at least one of the first defibrillation electrode pad
and the second defibrillation electrode pad includes indicia
of a proper orientation of at least one of the first defibrilla-
tion electrode pad and the second defibrillation electrode pad
for an adult subject and a proper orientation of at least one
of the first defibrillation electrode pad and the second
defibrillation electrode pad for a pediatric subject.

20. The defibrillation electrode system of claim 15, fur-
ther comprising a CPR assistance device configured to
provide feedback regarding the frequency and/or depth of
chest compressions applied to the subject during the admin-
istration of CPR to the subject.
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