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112 | Modulating a first electrical driving signal with a first PN-code
sequence and modulating a second electrical driving signal with a
second PN-code sequencs

114 7 | Ernitting light of a first wavelength based on the first modulated
driving signal and emitting light of a second wavelength based on
the second modulated driving signal

116 | Detecting the light of the first wavelength and the light of the
second wavelength using a photodetector

118

] Processing detection signals with a correlator or a matched filter
120 Filtering the processed signal with a time gate
1221 Determining a ratio of an intensity of the first gated signai

assaciated with the light of the first wavelength and an intensity of
the second gated signal associated with the light of the second
wavelength
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CEREBRAL OXIMETRY USING
TIME-GATED DIRECT SEQUENCE SPREAD
SPECTRUM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 62/443,905, filed Jan. 9, 2017,
entitled “CEREBRAL OXIMETRY USING DIRECT
SEQUENCE SPREAD SPECTRUM.” the entire contents of
which is hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A number of clinical evaluation techniques are
available for identification of concussion and mild traumatic
brain injury (mTBI) by means of brain imaging. Comput-
erized tomography (CT), functional magnetic resonance
imaging (fMRI), positron emission tomography (PET), elec-
troencephalography (EEG) and magnetoencephalography
(MEG) are among the most prominent of the technologies
used for brain imaging studies. However, these modalities
typically suffer from relatively low temporal resolution (CT,
fMRI, PET) or spatial resolution (EEG, MEG). Computed
tomography and positron emission tomography have the
added drawback of employing ionizing radiation.

[0003] Recently, cerebral oximetry has been shown to be
capable of identifying neurological brain health by its link-
age to cerebral blood oxygenation (Gratton E, Toronov V,
Wolf U, Wolf M, and Webb A. “Measurement of brain
activity by near infrared light,” 2005, J. Biomedical Optics
10(1), pp. 011008-1-13, incorporated by reference in its
entirety), and more recently, it has been demonstrated to be
capable of identifying concussions (Kontos A P, Huppert T
1, Beluk N H, Elbin R J, Henry L C, French J, Dakan S M,
and Collins M W, “Brain activation during neurocognitive
testing using functional near-infrared spectroscopy in
patients following concussion compared to healthy con-
trols,” Brain Imaging and Behavior 2014, DOI 10.1007/
$11682-014-9289-9, incorporated by reference in its
entirety). Cerebral oximeters are used to measure the oxygen
saturation of blood in the patient’s head and/or forehead.
Oxygen saturation levels may be used to determine the
degree of deviation from normality of brain neural response
in patients subjected to, or suspected of being subjected to
concussion, mild traumatic brain injury (mTBI) or other
forms of brain trauma, or to patients suffering from dementia
or numerous brain diseases such as MS, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, Parkinson’s disease, ALS, depression, etc.

[0004] Generally, oximetry is a technique for monitoring
the oxygen saturation of the blood of a person or an animal
(referred to as a “patient”). The oxygen saturation of a
patient’s blood is a measurement of the percentage of
available hemoglobin that is carrying oxygen. Thus, oxygen
saturation can be determined by comparing the relative
amount of oxygen carrying hemoglobin (referred to as
“oxyhemoglobin”) to the amount of hemoglobin that is not
carrying oxygen (referred to as “deoxyhemoglobin”). Oxi-
meters take advantage of the fact that oxyhemoglobin and
deoxyhemoglobin have different light absorption spectra.
Conventional cerebral oximeters consist of a red light
source, a near infrared light source, and one or more
photodetectors (PDs) typically located on the scalp a few cm
from the point of light entry into the scalp. The PDs sense
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the amount of each wavelength type of light that is trans-
mitted through, scattered but not absorbed by, and subse-
quently exits from the patient’s brain tissue onto the PDs.
This is referred to as the remitted light. The measured
remitted light intensity values of the red and near infrared
light can then be compared to one another to determine the
amount of oxyhemoglobin relative to the amount of deoxy-
hemoglobin, which is the oxygen saturation of the patient’s
blood. This, in turn, provides information on the patient’s
relative state of neurological health when subjected to, for
example, verbal and/or visual stimulation under controlled
test conditions. Since concussion victims exhibit abnormal
neurological brain function, cerebral oximetry can be used
as a means of diagnosing concussion in a non-invasive and
relatively inexpensive manner.

SUMMARY

[0005] An example of a cerebral oximeter includes a first
light source configured to emit light within a first range of
wavelengths in response to a first electrical signal and a
second light source configured to emit light within a second
range of wavelengths in response to a second electrical
signal. The cerebral oximeter also includes a first photode-
tector configured to detect at least a portion of the light
emitted from the first light source and subsequently scattered
by tissue and a second photodetector configured to detect at
least a portion of the light emitted from the second light
source and subsequently scattered by tissue. It is also
possible to arrange the cerebral oximeter such that a single
PD may capture the light from different wavelength sources.
The cerebral oximeter further includes two pseudonoise
(PN) code modulators configured to modulate the first
electrical signal and the second electrical signal using a
spreading sequence to occupy an electrical bandwidth
greater than necessary to send optical signal pulse amplitude
information to a photodetector.

[0006] An example of a method of performing cerebral
oximetry includes emitting light within a first range of
wavelengths in response to a first electrical signal; emitting
light within a second range of wavelengths in response to a
second electrical signal; detecting at least a portion of the
light emitted from the first light source and scattered by
tissue; detecting at least a portion of the light emitted from
the second light source and scattered by tissue; and modu-
lating the first electrical signal and the second electrical
signal using a spreading sequence to occupy an electrical
bandwidth greater than necessary to send optical signal
pulse amplitude information to a photodetector.

[0007] An example of a cerebral oximeter according to the
disclosure includes a first light source configured to emit
light within a first range of wavelengths in response to a first
electrical signal, a second light source configured to emit
light within a second range of wavelengths in response to a
second electrical signal, a first photodetector configured to
detect at least a portion of the light emitted from the first
light source, a second photodetector configured to detect at
least a portion of the light emitted from the second light
source, a pseudonoise (PN) code modulator configured to
modulate the first electrical signal and the second electrical
signal using a spreading sequence to occupy an electrical
bandwidth greater than necessary to send optical signal
pulse amplitude information to a photodetector, and a time
gate configured to filter a first detection signal from the first
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photodetector and a second detection signal from the second
photodetector based on a desired time-of-arrival.

[0008] Implementations of such a cerebral oximeter may
include one or more of the following features. The first
photodetector and the second photodetector may have an
electrical bandwidth sufficient to detect the pseudonoise
(PN) code modulated spread spectrum light signals. The first
photodetector and the second photodetector may be a single
photodetector circuit. The first photodetector and the second
photodetector may be configured to receive light signals
from the first light source and the second light source in
addition to thermal noise and external interference. The
cerebral oximeter may include detection circuitry with suf-
ficient electrical bandwidth so that an autocorrelation func-
tion of the spreading sequence has a main lobe that is
narrower than a time separation of a desired signal and at
least one multipath signal. At least one processor in the
cerebral oximeter may be configured to measure character-
istics of an optical channel traversed by the light emitted by
the first light source or the light emitted by the second light
source, and enhance an accuracy of a mathematical model
used to model propagation of light from the first light source
to the first photodetector. The at least one processor may be
configured to generate a time-of-arrival spectrum, which
grows more precise with increasing number of detected laser
pulses. The cerebral oximeter may include a passive filter.
The passive filter may be matched to the spreading
sequence. The only input to the passive filter may be
received from the first photodetector or the second photo-
detector.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] FIG. 1 is a graph of the absorption spectrum of
oxyhemoglobin, deoxyhemoglobin and water for the wave-
length range 400 nm-2500 nm.

[0010] FIG. 2 is an example cerebral oximeter optode
placed on a patient’s head.

[0011] FIG. 3A is a plot of photon fluence within a
semi-infinite, uniform tissue medium for an index-matched
surface at zero depth with contours corresponding to 10 dB
fluence separations, strongest near 30 mm

[0012] FIG. 3B is a plot of the temporal response to a light
pulse showing iso-contours within the medium at 0.1 ns
(innermost), 0.5 ns, 1.0 ns, 1.5 ns, and 2.0 ns (outermost).
[0013] FIG. 4A is a plot of remitted photon flux on the
surface of a semi-infinite medium as a function of distance
between the light launch site and the remitted photon flux
measurement site.

[0014] FIG. 4B is a plot of the temporal response of the
remitted light pulse as measured at a depth of 10 mm below
the scalp surface, 15 mm from the light source (top line) and
the same remitted light fluence but at the scalp surface, 15
mm from the light source (bottom line). These calculated
plots assume a semi-infinite brain medium.

[0015] FIG. 51is a plot of an unmodulated laser pulse and
a pseudo-noise-code modulated laser pulse.

[0016] FIG. 6 is a schematic of the input to and output
from a receiver.

[0017] FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a process for using a
matched filter to analyze a noisy signal.

[0018] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of the electronic com-
ponents of a cerebral oximeter using a matched filter con-
figuration.
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[0019] FIG. 9 is a graph if the intensity as a function of
time resulting from performing cerebral oximetry.

[0020] FIG. 10 is a block diagram of the electronic com-
ponents of a cerebral oximeter using a correlator configu-
ration.

[0021] FIG. 11 is a flow diagram of a method of perform-
ing cerebral oximetry.

[0022] FIG. 12 is a computing system that may be used to
implement cerebral oximetry.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0023] At least the following four factors contribute to the
feasibility of cerebral oximetry to assess the neurological
state of brain health in a non-invasive manner: (a) human
tissue is relatively transparent to red and near-infrared (NIR)
light, particularly in the 600-1200 nm spectral region, (b)
brain tissue is a turbid medium exhibiting strong forward
light scattering, (¢) the spectral absorption characteristics of
oxygenated and deoxygenated blood differ from one
another, and (d) neurological brain abnormalities such as
mTBI have been shown to be associated with decreased
cerebral blood oxygenation. Referring to FIG. 1, the differ-
ence in absorption spectra between oxyhemoglobin, deoxy-
hemoglobin and water is illustrated. Deoxyhemoglobin
absorbs more light than oxyhemoglobin in the wavelength
range from 600 nm to 800 nm and oxyhemoglobin absorbs
more light than deoxyhemoglobin in the wavelength range
from 800 nm to 1100 nm, with the absorption being equal at
approximately 800 nm. For wavelengths greater than 1100
nm the absorption spectra of oxyhemoglobin and deoxyhe-
moglobin are nearly identical and are similar to the absorp-
tion spectrum of water.

[0024] The inventors have recognized and appreciated that
conventional neurological testing is time consuming and
expensive and that there is a need for fast, non-invasive
measurement of neurological health for detecting brain
injuries following concussion events. Such concussion
events might occur among athletes, military battlefield per-
sonnel subject to explosive blasts or in general, individuals
subjected to accidental head injury. In many cases involving
head injury (concussion trauma) there is no outward appear-
ance of brain injury since mTBI often has no outward
appearing symptoms. A combination of factors such as head
striking by an object, acceleration or deceleration movement
of the brain not caused by direct physical contact with an
object, or falls can result in TBI. An estimated 1.5 to 2
million people each year sustain brain injuries in the United
States, mostly from accidents and sports.

[0025] The availability of compact narrow spectral width
solid-state light emitters and sensitive high-speed PDs facili-
tate optical determination of cerebral blood oxygenation
using a technique known as functional near-infrared spec-
troscopy (INIRS). Decreased cerebral blood oxygenation, as
measured using fNIRS correlates with mTBI making fNIRS-
based cerebral oximetry a technique that may be used to
diagnose brain trauma. However, current {NIRS instruments
do not have the sensitivity or reliability for such diagnoses.
[0026] The inventors have appreciated and recognized that
direct sequence spread spectrum (DSSS) technology may be
used to improve optical signal detection as well as make it
possible to identify the location of the source of a particular
signal within the brain. In this way, ultra-high sensitivity
cerebral oximetry may be performed at electronically select-
able brain probe depths.
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[0027] Examples of cerebral oximetry techniques involves
the use of direct sequence spread spectrum (DSSS) technol-
ogy in cerebral oximetry. Using DSSS and the associated
detection circuitry may increase the sensitivity as well as
allow identification of the location within the brain wherein
a deviation from neuron response normality occurs. For
example, cerebral oximetry using DSSS allows light scat-
tered by the brain to be distinguished from unwanted light
traversing different path lengths, such as through the scalp.
DSSS allows for precise measurement of the time of flight
of light as it enters the brain near the light source and exits
the brain near photodetectors placed at various locations on
the scalp. This facilitates elimination of unwanted, shorter
path leakage light that passes directly from the entry point of
the light at the scalp to the photodetector on the scalp
without traversing the brain tissue. Conventional cerebral
oximeters attempt to reduce the impact of the scalp light
leakage by subtracting the electrical signal output by a
photodetector located near the point of light entry into the
scalp from the electrical signal output from a photodetector
located several centimeters away from the point of light
entry. Such electrical signal subtraction, however, typically
does not eliminate the detrimental effects of the light leak-
age.

[0028] Referring to FIG. 2, a patient’s head 1 is fitted with
a cerebral oximeter optode 10. In a simplified model, the
patient’s head 1 includes a brain 2, a skull 3 and a scalp 4.
The cerebral oximeter optode 10 is non-invasive and rests on
the skin of the scalp 4. The cerebral oximeter optode 10
includes one or more light sources and/or one or more PDs.
For example, cerebral oximeter optode 10, as illustrated in
FIG. 2, includes a light source 11, a scalp PD 12 and a brain
PD 13. Light may travel from the light source 11 to the scalp
PD 12 and the brain PD 13 via various light paths. For the
sake of clarity, a single, simplified light path 14 illustrates
the light propagating from the light source 11 to the scalp PD
12 through the scalp 4, and a single, simplified light path 15
illustrates the light propagating from the light source 11 to
the brain PD 13 through the scalp 4, skull 3 and brain 2.
Sub-skin light paths, involving light transmission not only
over and along the skin surface but also via underlying
adipose layers, have a significant effect on the oximeter
readings. Reduction of the effect of alternative light paths
that do not propagate through the brain 2 increases the
sensitivity of cerebral oximeter. As discussed below, time
gated DSSS technology can be used to distinguish the
desired light path from alternative, undesirable light paths.

[0029] A cerebral oximeter whose optode contains a light
source 11 that uses DSSS to modulate the emitted light is
capable of rejecting signals resulting from light paths other
than the light path that propagates the region of the brain 2
being probed by the cerebral oximeter by means of time
gating. The cerebral oximeter uses DSSS to impose a coded
modulation on a light source with a particular temporal pulse
width emitted by light source 11 such that the light pulse
occupies an electrical bandwidth greater than necessary to
transmit a pulse of light of that particular temporal pulse
width. The electrical bandwidth is spread using a code that
is independent of the received PD light signal. The inde-
pendence of the code distinguishes DSSS modulation from
standard modulation schemes in which the data modulation
produces a spread of the light pulse spectrum. In DSSS, a
signal receiver (e.g., scalp PD 12 and brain PD 13) syn-
chronizes to the code to recover the received PD light signal.
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The use of DSSS in transmitting and receiving the electri-
cally modulated optical signal allows for the separation of
photodiode detector signals originating from different opti-
cal channel lengths by means of time gating. If the time
associated with the different light path lengths is longer than
the system response time the system will be able to distin-
guish between the different light path length signals. The
system response time is related to the reciprocal of the
system electrical bandwidth. Since current commercially
available silicon PDs have ~30 GHz electrical bandwidths,
the DSSS signal detection system will be able to distinguish
between optical light path lengths of the order of a cm or
possibly less. Since the typical penetration depth of red and
IR light into the brain is of the order of a few cm, the time
gated DSSS technology is applicable with the simultaneous
ability to electronically select light path length through the
brain, thereby making it possible to pinpoint the brain
location that is being measured.

[0030] The dynamics of light propagation in the brain and
its surrounding tissue is important to understanding DSSS-
based data acquisition methodology in cerebral oximetry.
Over the past two decades the results of diffuse optical
tomography, dealing with the propagation of light in the
brain, have been compared with other brain imaging meth-
ods such as MRI, CT, X-ray and ultrasound. These results
have led to the development of mathematical models dealing
with 3-D light propagation in the human brain. Such math-
ematical models provide information on spatial and tempo-
ral photon flux penetration into the human brain as well as
remitted photon flux from the brain towards the surface of
the head where it can be detected with high-speed PDs
(Martelli F, Del Bianco S, Ismaelli A, and Zaccanti G. Light
propagation through biological tissue and other diffusive
media. 2010, SPIE Press, incorporated by reference in its
entirety).

[0031] A mathematical model based on the dynamics of
light propagation in a homogeneous, semi-infinite, simpli-
fied tissue medium where the light source consists of a
collimated beam of light entering the medium as a point
source at normal incidence has been described and evaluated
(see Boas D A, Culver J P, Stott J J and Dunn A K.
“Three-dimensional Monte Carlo code for photon migration
through complex heterogeneous media including the adult
human head,” 2002, Opt. Express 10(3), pp. 159-170, incor-
porated herein by reference in its entirety). Based on the
model assumptions, calculations were carried out using a
realistic light scattering coefficient of 1 mm™', a scattering
anisotropy, g=0.01 (where g is defined as the average cosine
of the scattering angle and is a measure of the highly forward
directionality of the elastic light scattering), and an optical
absorption coefficient 0f 0.005 mm™, all of which have been
shown to be realistic values for red and NIR light scattering
by turbid tissue (See Jacques S L. “Optical properties of
biological tissues: a review,” 2013, Phys. Med. Biol. 58, pp.
R37-R61, incorporated herein by reference in its entirety).
Boas, et. al., calculated values of photon fluence within a
semi-infinite tissue medium of uniform composition are
shown in FIG. 3A. Here the plotted contours correspond to
10 dB fluence separations. From this plot it can be seen that
the photon fluence decreases by approximately 50 dB at a
depth of 30 mm into the tissue. Correspondingly, in the time
domain, the light pulse corresponding to the 30 mm depth
into the tissue is delayed by times ranging from hundreds of
ps to several ns, as indicated in FIG. 3B. In Boas, et. al., the
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relative intensity of the remitted light observed on the
surface of the tissue as a function of distance between the
light launch site and the remitted light measurement site is
illustrated in FIG. 4A. In FIG. 4A, it is shown that the
calculated remitted light flux diminishes from the launch
light flux intensity by a factor of approximately -50 dB at a
20 mm distance between the launch site and the measure-
ment site. FIG. 4B illustrates the temporal decrease in
remitted (i.e., abated as a result of photon absorption and
scattering) light fluence at a depth of 10 mm below the scalp
surface, 15 mm from the light source (upper line is from
diffusion theory and upper points are from Monte Carlo
calculations), and the same remitted light fluence at the
surface of the scalp, 15 mm from the light source (lower line
is from diffusion theory and lower points are from Monte
Carlo calculations.) The latter (lower line) temporal light
intensity is approximately two orders of magnitude weaker.
According to Boas, et. al., it is assumed that after 10 ns the
probability of photon detection in tissue is exceedingly
small.

[0032] The mathematical model and representative tissue
light propagation parameter of Boas, et. al. illustrated in
FIGS. 3A-B and FIGS. 4A-B provide useful and important
information about light propagation in the brain that can be
used in a time gated DSSS-based cerebral oximeter. An
advantage of using DSSS is its ability to allow the simul-
taneous reception of different wavelength signals in the
presence of both thermal noise and external interference.
However, for DSSS to provide these advantages, the band-
width of the light signals used are sufficiently broad such
that the autocorrelation function of the spreading sequence
has a main lobe that is narrower than the time separation of
each desired signal and its corresponding multipath. As
visualized in the time domain, since brain tissue has an
effective refractive index of ~1.5, the time for unscattered
light to travel a distance of 2 cm in the brain is approxi-
mately 0.1 ns (100 ps). Consequently, to achieve a spatial
resolution of 2 cm or less, the response time of the PD
should be ~100 ps (corresponding to an electrical bandwidth
of 10 GHz.) Further, the degree of interference suppression
capability of the DSSS technique should be sufficiently large
so as to attenuate both the external interference and the
multiple access interference so that the net interference does
not result in poor estimates of the amplitudes that are being
measured. The bandwidth of the channel may be determined
based on the relative strengths of the different optical
wavelength signals, and is expected to have a value of the
order of 10 GHz.

[0033] Two different light emitters of different wave-
lengths may be used, typically one wavelength below 800
nm and one wavelength above 800 nm. Further, any char-
acteristics of the light-traversal channel (either statistical or
deterministic) that can be provided will enhance the accu-
racy of the mathematical model and hence enhance the
usefulness of the final results. The quantitative examples of
light attenuation into a semi-infinite brain tissue medium
shown in FIGS. 3A, 3B, and FIGS. 4A and 4B, based on a
realistic mathematical model, illustrate expected light propa-
gation characteristics in the brain. Light propagation through
skull and thin, multi-layer scalp tissue could be somewhat
different, but of a similar order of magnitude and with a
shorter distance of travel through layers that are much
thinner than the bulk brain tissue material. Significantly,
FIG. 3B illustrates that the measured time-of-flight for
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photons to traverse an effective distance corresponding to a
brain tissue depth of 2 cm beneath the scalp is of the order
of 1 ns, which is approximately a factor of 10 longer than the
0.1 ns duration for light travel under unscattered conditions,
as noted above. Thus, the effect of the strong brain tissue
light scattering is to effectively lengthen the time of remitted
photon flight in brain tissue by a factor of approximately 10
above that expected if the photons were not strongly scat-
tered. This suggests that the electrical signal bandwidth of
both the laser light source and PD may be reduced from 10
GHz to approximately 1 GHz, greatly reducing system
complexity and cost.

[0034] Referring to FIG. 5, a PN chip sequence with a chip
duration t, is compared to an unmodulated light pulse of
duration t,. The top portion of this figure shows the laser
pulse length while the bottom portion of this figure shows
the PN chip sequence that occurs during the laser pulse.
[0035] Once the channel bandwidth and channel attenua-
tion are available the DSSS oximetry technique can be
performed. The DSSS oximetry technique may include
determining the values for parameters, such as chip rate,
spreading sequence period, and processing gain. These
parameters are determined using the available bandwidth
(which must be at least 1 GHz, but preferably 10 GHz), the
required information rate (which can vary and be determined
by practical application considerations), the allowable com-
plexity of the receiver (determined by final product pricing
goals), and time constraints on how quickly the received
waveforms need to be processed (determined by equipment
operational requirements). It may also include receiver
design, with perhaps the most serious challenges being the
mechanism to detect the two desired signal components in
the presence of multiple attenuated and delayed versions of
those signals, and to initially synchronize the locally-gen-
erated spreading sequences to the spreading sequences of the
received waveform. However, code synchronization of
pseudorandom noise code (PN-code) may not be necessary
in oximetry applications because “time zero” is determined
by the start of the laser pulse.

[0036] The front end of the receiver consists of one or
more PDs which receive the photons remitted from the brain
and provide a voltage (or current) output signal whose
amplitude is proportional to the intensity of the incident light
flux (number of photons per second). The PDs must be fast
enough to respond to the short (~100 ps) received light
pulses. Commercially available MSM PDs have rise and fall
times of the order of 30 ps (Hamamatsu GaAs MSM PD,
series G-4176) and are fast enough to respond to 100 ps light
pulses in the 700-850 nm spectral region. The PD signals
must then be amplified by amplifiers with an electrical
bandwidth of the order of 10 GHz and then fed into the A/D
converter preceding the matched filter described below.
Light source bandwidths of the order of 10 GHz (100 ps rise
times) are available in the form of vertical cavity surface
emitting lasers (VCSELSs) from Vixar, Inc. or other laser
diodes such as those produced by Jenoptik. Modules
designed for diffuse optical spectroscopy as required for
cerebral oximetry instrumentation, consisting of three
VCSEL chips contained in one transistor-type package emit-
ting at 680 nm, 795 nm, and 850 nm are commercially
available at reasonable prices.

[0037] As an example, cerebral oximetry using DSSS uses
at least two transmitted optical signals, given by:

s1(0=dc,(2) and s,(0)=A20,(0), Eqn. (1)
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[0038] where A, and c,(t) are the laser pulse amplitude and
spreading sequence, respectively, of signal i, i=1, 2. At the
input to receiver 1, as shown schematically in FIG. 6, the
waveform is given by

(D=5 (DHE_ s (1= T o8, (- T+E ooy 55 (1—

T+, (1) Eqn. (2)

[0039] where ] is the number of multipath components due
to either s,(t) or s,(t), T is the delay (relative to s,(t)) and @
is the attenuation of's, (t) at the input to receiver 1, and the
{oo,;}. {fi;}, {T),} and {T} represent the attenuations and
time delays, respectively, of the various multipath compo-
nents, which can be very large. Lastly, n,(t) represents the
addition of a white Gaussian noise (AWGN).
[0040] The interference that the presence of s, (t) imposes
upon s,(t) is referred to as I(t), which is given by

24202(- 1) Eqn. (3)
The estimate of A;, denoted by Al, is given by

H(ty=04,05(1-)+2, /0
[0041]

Eqn. (4)
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[0042] where R (x) is the autocorrelation function of ¢ (1),
o, (X) is the cross-correlation between ¢, (1) and ¢,(t), and
N(T) is due to the AWGN.
[0043] One mode of cerebral oximeter operation that is of
particular interest when changes in neurological brain func-
tion are to be measured, as for example in victims of
concussion or traumatic brain injury (TBI), is to measure
human brain response to visual or verbal stimuli. In such
brain function measurements, it is not the absolute value of
cerebral blood oxygen saturation that is of importance, but
rather, the degree of cerebral blood oxygenation change as
a consequence of neurological brain function change. For
example, a concussion victim’s relative cerebral blood oxy-
genation level can be measured while the victim is subjected
to visual or verbal stimuli. Prior experiments have demon-
strated that there are differences in neurologically evoked
brain blood oxygenation levels between normal subjects and
victims of concussion (Kontos A P, Huppert T J, Beluk N H,
Elbin R J, Henry L C, French I, Dakan S M, and Collins M
W, “Brain activation during neurocognitive testing using
functional near-infrared spectroscopy in patients following
concussion compared to healthy controls,” Brain Imaging
and Behavior 2014, DOI 10.1007/s11682-014-9289-9,
incorporated by reference in its entirety). Thus, measure-
ment of the relative values of A; and A, provide indirect but
meaningful information on the relative neurological state of
brain health. A variety of algorithms can be used to measure
changes in the relative values of parameters A, and A,, for
example A /A,. In this case, the parameter of interest is

Eqn. (6)
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[0044] and the pdf of z is given by the following integral:
fz(z):f-wm‘dlffAl,Az(Zdz:dz)ddz Eqn. (7)
[0045] InEqn. (7), f3 &, (a,, a,) is the joint pdf of A, and

A,. Because of the complex nature of A, and A,, it is
doubtful that a tractable analytic expression for f(z) can be
found. However, if J (the number of multipath components
as discussed above) is sufficiently large, a central limit
theorem might be applicable so that A; and A can be
approximated as being jointly Gaussian. For this case, if A,
and A, can be shown to be independent, then an expression
for the pdf of z can be found in (Hinkley, D. V. (December
1969). “On the Ratio of Two Correlated Normal Random

fariables”. Biometrika 56 (3): 635-639. Doi: 10.2307/
2334671 JSTOR 2334671.), and is given below. For sim-
plicity of notation, we replace A, by X and A, by Y.
Assuming Xis Gaussian with mean p, and variance o,~, with
similar notation for Y, and assuming that X and Y are
independent, then, with

we have

B 1
: a3(z) Vo, a(z) a@) )| " () xoyoy,

1
where a(z) —222 +—=
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[0046] and @ is the cumulative distribution function of the
normal distribution

[0047] An approach to test whether or not the central limit
theorem holds may include, for example, a test, via com-
puter simulation, how close to Gaussian the two estimates
are.

[0048] Other tests may include the analysis and solution of
these equations under various assumed conditions utilizing
previously published parameters for the velocity of light in
the brain medium as illustrated in FIGS. 3A-B and FIGS.
4A-B. One or more models may be presented for a variety
of time delays for realistic light paths involving the desired
cortex light path, alternative cortex light paths, skin and
underlying adipose tissue light paths, surface leakage light
paths and motion artifact light paths. In some examples,
there may be some overlap between the desired sub-cortex
light path and some of the possible alternative light paths of
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equal optical length, but the effect of the optical signal from
such light paths may be less than in conventional (non-
DSSS) cerebral oximeters.

[0049] Cerebral oximetry using DSSS uses a DSSS signal
and a correlator or matched filter for separating and elimi-
nating unwanted multipath signals. The paths which traverse
through the brain are the paths that are of interest for
cerebral oximetry; the paths that traverse the exterior of the
skull is a source of interference. Additionally, if a path that
traverses the exterior of the skull is mistakenly taken to be
the desired signal, it would produce meaningless results.
[0050] Thus, to ensure the signal of interest is the signal
being measured, the cerebral oximeter can use either a
conventional DSSS receiver correlator structure, or a time
invariant matched filter that automatically convolves the
received waveform with the filter’s impulse response. The
distinction between a correlator and a matched filter is that
the former is an active device (i.e., it has two inputs, namely
the received signal and a locally-generated replica of the
spreading sequence of the signal-of-interest) operating in the
time domain, whereas the latter is a passive device, in that
it is a time-invariant linear filter whose only input is the
received waveform. A correlator would be required to per-
form a serial search of all unknown phase positions of the
spreading sequence in order to properly synchronize itself to
the phase of the received waveform. On the other hand, a
matched filter, being a passive device, automatically con-
volves the received waveform with the filter’s impulse
response.

[0051] The matched-filter based receiver is able to receive
the sequence of waveforms consisting of the signals that
entered the brain and all the multipath signals that traversed
paths which did not enter the brain. As each waveform
passed through the matched filter, a narrow pulse with a
large amplitude would be seen at the output (this is due to
the de-spreading operation of a DSSS signal). These pulses
would be continuously separated in time due to the continu-
ous difference in path length of the various paths traversed
by the remitted signals. If the difference in arrival times of
adjacent reflections was greater than or equal to the chip
duration of the spreading sequence, these paths could be
individually identified. Lastly, if the receiver has some prior
knowledge of the expected ordering (in time of arrival) of
these paths, it would be possible to isolate the ones that
penetrated the brain to a desired depth, and ignore all the
others.

[0052] With respect to multipath, the matched filter does
two things. First, as “time zero” is known, the filter is
automatically synchronized to any given path, and all the
other paths are separated by at least the duration of a chip
(i.e., the paths are resolvable), the filter will attenuate the
other paths (i.e., it will reduce the interference caused by the
other paths). Second, the matched filter will do the same
thing for any resolvable path, resulting in the matched filter
output being a sequence of time-displaced narrow pulses
representing the times of arrival of the multiple arriving
paths. As an example of how a matched filter would enable
extraction of the desired brain remitted, electronically coded
optical signal we refer to FIG. 7, which shows the use of a
matched filter in extracting weak digital signals in the
presence of additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN). The
raw encoded electrical signal 71 traverses a noisy channel 72
that adds AWGN to the signal, resulting in the noisy,
encoded signal 73. The noisy channel 72 is representative of
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the noise that exists when a noisy optical signal is detected
by a PD. Thus, the noisy, encoded signal 73 is similar to the
electrical signal output by the PDs of a cerebral oximeter in
that it contains the coded signal. The AWGN of the noisy,
encoded signal 73 makes it difficult to detect the underlying
encoded signal. But passing the noisy, encoded signal 73
through a matched filter 74 removes much of the AWGN,
resulting in a signal from which a digital signal can be
extracted. Using sampling and threshold techniques 76
known in the art, the digital, encoded signal 77 can be
extracted from the noisy, encoded signal 73.

[0053] The matched filter 74 uses Fast Fourier Transform
(FFT) processing which, in turn, uses buffering and caching
of samples at the full input data rate. Assuming that an
optical signal is received from a path that passes through the
brain, and multiple other paths due to surface leakage, the
matched filter does not completely eliminate the surface
leakage, but it does resolve the different paths in time. Thus,
if the path of interest is known, the output of the matched
filter can be time-gated to eliminate the unwanted paths.
This is illustrated in the schematic of FIG. 8 which shows the
components used in a matched filter configuration of the
device. In the matched filter configuration, computations are
carried out in the frequency domain (as opposed to the time
domain operations involved in the correlator), and generally
involve FFT circuit components. Referring to FIG. 8, lasers
80 emit light that is coupled to the head 85 of a person via
optical coupler 81. In this case, two lasers are used—a first
laser emitting light with a wavelength less than 800 nm and
a second laser emitting light with a wavelength greater than
800 nm. The lasers 80 are coupled to an optical coupler 81
via optical fiber 82. The optical coupler 81 may include one
or more lenses for concentrating the light from the lasers 80
on a particular portion of the head 85. The light then
propagates through the head 85 via multiple paths through
the scalp, skull and brain. The lasers may be correlated such
that the laser pulses emitted by each laser are emitted
simultaneously, but encoded with two different optical PN
codes, which are controlled by code generator 91, which
controls the electrical driving signal that controls the lasers
80.

[0054] Light that is scattered, both by brain tissue, the
scalp and skull, is sensed by one or more PDs. In the case
of FIG. 8, three PDs are shown: a first PD 83, a second PD
84 and a third PD 86. By spreading the multiple PDs around
the surface of the head 85 in a particular arrangement, the
light detected by the PDs can be used for geometric deter-
mination of the brain volume being sensed.

[0055] The time-varying coded PD signals from the first
PD 83, the second PD 84 and the third PD 86 are directed
into an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 87 to convert the
analog signals from the PDs to digital detection signals. The
digital detection signals are then mathematically analyzed
using a FFT module. Similarly, the raw code information
from the code generator 91 is analyzed using an FFT module
92. The FFT modules convert the digital signals on which
they operate from the time-domain to the frequency domain.
Thus, the output from FFT module 88 and FFT module 92
is a complex spectrum of the input signal. The complex
spectrum output from FFT module 92 is conjugated using
the complex conjugate module 93. Then, the conjugated
spectrum is mixed with the detected spectrum from FFT
module 88 at a mixer 89. The mixer 89 mixing the conju-
gated spectrum with the detected spectrum is an implemen-
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tation of a matched filter. The resulting signal is then
operated on by inverse FFT (IFFT) module 90, which
converts an input frequency domain signal into the time
domain, and outputs a final optical signal intensity 94 in the
time domain (represented as I, (0)).

[0056] The final optical signal intensity 94 is provided to
a time gate 60 that is configured to filter the final optical
signal intensity 94 based on a desired time of arrival. The
time gate 60 may be implemented by a processor that selects
a desired range of times that correspond to a region of
interest within the head 85 of the subject. The time gating of
the final optical signal intensity 94 allows the cerebral
oximeter 8 to make measurements of the tissue at particular
regions within the head 85 without interference from the
other paths taken by the light from the light sources, such as
light scattered through the scalp, light scattered by portions
of the brain that are of no interest and background light from
other sources.

[0057] Referring to FIG. 9, a graph 105 of the resulting
optical signal intensity 94 in the time domain may be plotted
as a function of time, where the time axis 107 represents the
light path delay time and the y-axis 108 represents the
intensity of the light at a particular time built up over
multiple light pulses. The time gate 60 may be implemented
after building up a time-of-arrival histogram. The user can,
for example, select any light path delay time and refer to the
corresponding light intensity signal value obtained from this
graph. This gives the user the ability to determine the
detected light intensity at any assumed light travel delay
time, thus facilitating measurement of light remitted from
any desired physical region of the brain without the con-
founding shorter light path delay time light signals due to
light leakage across the surface or near-surface of the skull.
[0058] Time-of-arrival histograms and time gating may be
performed for the two different light sources. Then, the light
intensity for the signals associated with the two different
lasers can then be compared at the same desired time-of-
arrival to determine the oxygen saturation level at the
location in the brain corresponding to the light path delay
time for the desired time-of-arrival. For example, by select-
ing light path delay times known to be longer than the light
surface leakage times of ~0.2 ns, the user can then eliminate
the confounding light surface leakage artifacts. This, in turn,
provides the user with the ability to select delay times
corresponding to expected light remission times originating
from brain tissue penetrations of various depths below the
surface of the skull, typically expected to be >1 ns. In FIG.
9, a time gate 109 is illustrated as centered at a time-of-
arrival of 4 ns with a gate width (e.g., duration) of 0.5 ns.
Other gate widths may be used. For example, gate widths of
less than 0.5 ns will filter the intensity more to a smaller
region of the brain and gate widths of more than 0.5 ns will
filter the intensity less, providing an intensity associated
with a larger portion of the brain.

[0059] The aforementioned modules of FIG. 8 may be
implemented using a field programmable gate array (FPGA)
or an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC). Alter-
natively, the modules may be implemented using software
executing on a processor.

[0060] Referring to FIG. 10. a cerebral oximeter 9 using a
correlator configuration is shown in the schematic of FIG.
10. The cerebral oximeter 9 carries out all electronic opera-
tions in the time domain and does not convert signals to the
frequency domain, as was done in the cerebral oximeter 8
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using the matched filter configuration. As in the case of the
cerebral oximeter 8 using the matched filter configuration,
the light from the lasers 95 is transmitted from the lasers to
an optical coupler 96. The light is modulated with a code
received from the code generator 100. A first laser that emits
light of a first wavelength is modulated with a first code and
a second laser that emits light of a second wavelength is
modulated with a second code. The light exits the optical
coupler 96 and is incident on to the head 85 of a subject.
Light from various paths through the head 85 are detected by
a first PD 97, a second PD 98 and a third PD 99 (though any
number of PDs may be used). The detected light includes
surface leakage as well as brain tissue remitted light. The
analog signals output by the PDs are fed into a correlator
101, which is programmed with the digital laser modulation
code received from code generator 100 using firmware
consisting of logic circuitry using, for example, the Recon-
figurable Open Architecture Computing Hardware
(ROACH) or similar firmware. The electrical signal 102
output from the correlator 101 is the detected light signal
intensity as a function of light path time delay (represented
as L, (1)) and is provided to a time gate 61. The time gate
61 may be implemented by a processor that selects a desired
range of times that correspond to a region of interest within
the head 85 of the subject. The time gating of the electrical
102 allows the cerebral oximeter 8 to make measurements of
the tissue at particular regions within the head 85 without
interference from the other paths taken by the light from the
light sources, such as light scattered through the scalp, light
scattered by portions of the brain that are of no interest and
background light from other sources.

[0061] The cerebral oximeter 9 can determine the detected
light intensity for any assumed light travel delay time, thus
facilitating measurement of light remitted from any desired
physical region of the brain without the confounding shorter
light path delay time light signals due to light leakage across
the surface or near-surface of the skull. An advantage of the
correlator configuration over that of the matched filter is that
in the correlator the electronics are simpler and less expen-
sive than in the matched filter. However, once designed,
verified and proven effective, the cost for high volume
manufactured instruments based on either the matched filter
or the correlator could be significantly reduced.

[0062] Referring to FIG. 11, a method 110 of performing
oximetry includes the stages shown. The method 110 is,
however, an example only and not limiting. The method 110
can be altered, e.g., by having stages added, removed,
rearranged, combined, performed concurrently, and/or hav-
ing single stages split into multiple stages.

[0063] At stage 112, the method 110 includes modulating
a first electrical driving signal with a first PN-code sequence
and modulating a second electrical driving signal with a
second PN-code sequence. The first PN-code sequence is
different from the second PN-code sequence such that the
two codes can be distinguished from one another. In an
example, the code generator 91 may be a means for modu-
lating the first and second electrical driving signals.

[0064] At stage 114, the method 110 includes emitting
light of a first wavelength based on the first modulated
driving signal and emitting light of a second wavelength
based on the second modulated driving signal. In an
example, the lasers 80 may be a means for emitting light. A
first laser uses the first electrical driving signal to generate
and emit light of the first wavelength and second laser uses
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the second electrical driving signal to generate and emit light
of the second wavelength. The first wavelength and the
second wavelength are selected such that the absorption by
both oxygen saturated and unsaturated hemoglobin is sig-
nificantly different, as illustrated in FIG. 1. For example, the
first wavelength may be less than 800 nm and the second
wavelength may be greater than 800 nm.

[0065] At stage 116, the method 110 includes detecting the
light of the first wavelength and the light of the second
wavelength using a photodetector. One or more photo detec-
tors 83, 84, 86 may be a means for detecting the light. More
than one photodetector may be used to detect the light. For
example, the light of the first wavelength may be detected by
a first photodetector and the light of the second wavelength
may be detected by a second photodetector. The photode-
tectors may use spectral filters to exclude other wavelengths
of light. For example, the first photodetector may include a
spectral filter that prevents the detection of light of the
second wavelength. The first photodetector generates a first
detection signal in response to the detection of the light of
the first wavelength and the second photodetector generates
a second detection signal in response to the detection of the
light of the second wavelength.

[0066] At stage 118, the method 110 includes processing
the detection signals with a correlator or a matched filter. As
discussed above in connection with FIGS. 8-9, the first
detection signal may be correlated with the first PN-code
and the second detection signal may be correlated with the
second PN-code using a correlator. Alternatively, the detec-
tion signals may be processed by an ADC and the first
detection signal may be processed with a first matched filter
and the second detection signal may be processed with a
second matched filter. The result of either processing is a
first processed signal and a second processed signal.
[0067] At stage 120, the method 110 includes filtering the
processed signal with a time gate. Both the first processed
signal and a second processed signal may be time gated to
filter out a portion of the signals that corresponds to a region
of interest. For example, if the portion of the brain being
monitored for trauma is associated with a particular portion
of the brain that corresponds to a first time and a first time
duration, then the processed signals may be time gated such
that only the portion of the signal corresponding to the first
time duration around the first time is kept and the rest of the
processed signal is ignored. The result of the time gating is
a first gated signal associated with the light of the first
wavelength and an intensity of the second gated signal
associated with the light of the second wavelength.

[0068] At stage 122, the method 110 includes determining
aratio of an intensity of the first gated signal associated with
the light of the first wavelength and an intensity of the
second gated signal associated with the light of the second
wavelength. The ratio of the intensity of the two signals is
related to the oxygen saturation level of the hemoglobin in
the patient’s blood. By taking the ratio of the two intensities.
The intensities used for the ratio may be a mean or median
intensity or a peak intensity.

[0069] Referring to FIG. 12, any of the above processing
steps can be performed by a computing system 130. The
computing system 130 includes a processor 132 and a
memory 134 including software (SW) 135. The processor
132 is preferably an intelligent hardware device, for example
a central processing unit (CPU) such as those made or
designed by ARM®, Intel® Corporation, or AMD®, a
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microcontroller, an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA) etc. The
processor 132 may include multiple separate physical enti-
ties that can be distributed in the computing system 130. The
memory 134 may include random access memory (RAM)
and/or read-only memory (ROM). The memory 134 is a
non-transitory, processor-readable storage medium that
stores the software 135 which is processor-readable, pro-
cessor-executable software code containing instructions that
are configured to, when performed, cause the processor 132
to perform various functions described herein. The descrip-
tion may refer only to the processor 132 performing the
functions, but this includes other implementations such as
where the processor 132 executes software and/or firmware.
The software 135 may not be directly executable by the
processor 132 and instead may be configured to, for example
when compiled and executed, cause the processor 132 to
perform the functions. Whether needing compiling or not,
the software 135 contains the instructions to cause the
processor 132 to perform the functions. The processor 132
is communicatively coupled to the memory 134. The pro-
cessor 132 in combination with the memory 134 provide
means for performing functions as described herein, for
example, processing the signals generated by the photode-
tectors. The software 135 can be loaded onto the memory
134 by being downloaded via a network connection,
uploaded from a disk, etc.

[0070] The computing system 130 includes an interface
138 for receiving the electrical signals from the photode-
tectors. Additionally, the computing system 130 includes a
display 136 for displaying measurement results to a user of
the computing system 130. The computing system 130 also
includes a user interface 139 for receiving input from a user.
The user interface 139 may include a keyboard, a mouse, a
touchpad or a touchscreen interface. The user interface is
configured to receive desired time-of-arrival information
from a user of the computing system 130. For example, the
user may provide a desired time-of-arrival and gate width
for the time gate of the cerebral oximeter by entering values
via the keyboard or selecting values with the mouse. Alter-
natively, the user may view the time-of-arrival spectrum on
the display 136 and select a time-region of interest using the
mouse.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

[0071] Other examples and implementations are within
the scope and spirit of the disclosure and appended claims.
For example, due to the nature of software and computers,
functions described above can be implemented using soft-
ware executed by a processor, hardware, firmware, hardwir-
ing, or a combination of any of these. Features implementing
functions may also be physically located at various posi-
tions, including being distributed such that portions of
functions are implemented at different physical locations.
[0072] As used herein, “or” as used in a list of items
prefaced by “at least one of”” or prefaced by “one or more of”
indicates a disjunctive list such that, for example, a list of ““at
least one of A, B, or C,” or a list of “one or more of A, B,
or C” means A or B or C or AB or AC or BC or ABC (i.e.,
A and B and C), or combinations with more than one feature
(e.g., AA, AAB, ABBC, etc.).

[0073] As used herein, unless otherwise stated, a statement
that a function or operation is “based on” an item or
condition means that the function or operation is based on
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the stated item or condition and may be based on one or
more items and/or conditions in addition to the stated item
or condition.

[0074] Further, an indication that information is sent or
transmitted, or a statement of sending or transmitting infor-
mation, “to” an entity does not require completion of the
communication. Such indications or statements include situ-
ations where the information is conveyed from a sending
entity but does not reach an intended recipient of the
information. The intended recipient, even if not actually
receiving the information, may still be referred to as a
receiving enfity, e.g., a receiving execution environment.
Further, an entity that is configured to send or transmit
information “to” an intended recipient is not required to be
configured to complete the delivery of the information to the
intended recipient. For example, the entity may provide the
information, with an indication of the intended recipient, to
another entity that is capable of forwarding the information
along with an indication of the intended recipient.

[0075] Other examples and implementations are within
the scope and spirit of the disclosure and appended claims.
For example, due to the nature of software, functions
described above can be implemented using software
executed by a processor, hardware, firmware, hardwiring, or
combinations of any of these. Features implementing func-
tions may also be physically located at various positions,
including being distributed such that portions of functions
are implemented at different physical locations.

[0076] Further, more than one invention may be disclosed.
[0077] Substantial variations to described configurations
may be made in accordance with specific requirements. For
example, customized hardware might also be used, and/or
particular elements might be implemented in hardware,
software (including portable software, such as applets, etc.),
or both. Further, connection to other computing devices such
as network input/output devices may be employed.

[0078] Common forms of physical and/or tangible com-
puter-readable media include, for example, a floppy disk, a
flexible disk, hard disk, magnetic tape, or any other magnetic
medium, a CD-ROM, any other optical medium, punch
cards, paper tape, any other physical medium with patterns
of holes, a RAM, a PROM, EPROM, a FLASH-EPROM,
any other memory chip or cartridge, a carrier wave as
described hereinafter, or any other medium from which a
computer can read instructions and/or code.

[0079] The methods, systems, and devices discussed
above are examples. Various configurations may omit, sub-
stitute, or add various procedures or components as appro-
priate. For instance, in alternative configurations, the meth-
ods may be performed in an order different from that
described, and that various steps may be added, omitted, or
combined. Also, features described with respect to certain
configurations may be combined in various other configu-
rations. Different aspects and elements of the configurations
may be combined in a similar manner. Also, technology
evolves and, thus, many of the elements are examples and do
not limit the scope of the disclosure or claims.

[0080] Specific details are given in the description to
provide a thorough understanding of example configurations
(including implementations). However, configurations may
be practiced without these specific details. For example,
well-known circuits, processes, algorithms, structures, and
techniques have been shown without unnecessary detail in
order to avoid obscuring the configurations. This description
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provides example configurations only, and does not limit the
scope, applicability, or configurations of the claims. Rather,
the preceding description of the configurations provides a
description for implementing described techniques. Various
changes may be made in the function and arrangement of
elements without departing from the spirit or scope of the
disclosure.

[0081] Also, configurations may be described as a process
which is depicted as a flow diagram or block diagram.
Although each may describe the operations as a sequential
process, many of the operations can be performed in parallel
or concurrently. In addition, the order of the operations may
be rearranged. A process may have additional stages or
functions not included in the figure. Furthermore, examples
of the methods may be implemented by hardware, software,
firmware, middleware, microcode, hardware description
languages, or any combination thereof. When implemented
in software, firmware, middleware, or microcode, the pro-
gram code or code segments to perform the tasks may be
stored in a non-transitory computer-readable medium such
as a storage medium. Processors may perform the described
tasks.

[0082] Components, functional or otherwise, shown in the
figures and/or discussed herein as being connected or com-
municating with each other are communicatively coupled.
That is, they may be directly or indirectly connected to
enable communication between them.

[0083] Having described several example configurations,
various modifications, alternative constructions, and equiva-
lents may be used without departing from the spirit of the
disclosure. For example, the above elements may be com-
ponents of a larger system, wherein other rules may take
precedence over or otherwise modify the application of the
invention. Also, a number of operations may be undertaken
before, during, or after the above elements are considered.
Accordingly, the above description does not bound the scope
of the claims.

[0084] A statement that a value exceeds (or is more than)
a first threshold value is equivalent to a statement that the
value meets or exceeds a second threshold value that is
slightly greater than the first threshold value, e.g., the second
threshold value being one value higher than the first thresh-
old value in the resolution of a computing system. A
statement that a value is less than (or is within) a first
threshold value is equivalent to a statement that the value is
less than or equal to a second threshold value that is slightly
lower than the first threshold value, e.g., the second thresh-
old value being one value lower than the first threshold value
in the resolution of a computing system.

What is claimed is:

1. A cerebral oximeter comprising:

a first light source configured to emit light within a first
range of wavelengths in response to a first electrical
signal;

a second light source configured to emit light within a
second range of wavelengths in response to a second
electrical signal;

a first photodetector configured to detect at least a portion
of the light emitted from the first light source;

a second photodetector configured to detect at least a
portion of the light emitted from the second light
source;

a pseudonoise (PN) code modulator configured to modu-
late the first electrical signal and the second electrical
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signal using a spreading sequence to occupy an elec-
trical bandwidth greater than necessary to send optical
signal pulse amplitude information to a photodetector;
and

atime gate configured to filter a first detection signal from

the first photodetector and a second detection signal
from the second photodetector based on a desired
time-of-arrival.

2. The cerebral oximeter of claim 1, wherein the first
photodetector and the second photodetector have an electri-
cal bandwidth sufficient to detect the pseudonoise (PN) code
modulated spread spectrum light signals.

3. The cerebral oximeter of claim 1, wherein the first
photodetector and the second photodetector are configured
to receive light signals from the first light source and the
second light source in addition to thermal noise and external
interference.

4. The cerebral oximeter of claim 1, further comprising:

detection circuitry with sufficient electrical bandwidth so

that an autocorrelation function of the spreading
sequence has a main lobe that is narrower than a time
separation of a desired signal and at least one multipath
signal.

5. The cerebral oximeter of claim 1, further comprising a
processor configured to:

measure characteristics of an optical channel traversed by

the light emitted by the first light source or the light
emitted by the second light source; and

enhance an accuracy of a mathematical model used to

model propagation of light from the first light source to
the first photodetector.

6. The cerebral oximeter of claim 1, further comprising a
passive filter.

7. The cerebral oximeter of claim 6, wherein the passive
filter is matched to the spreading sequence.

8. The cerebral oximeter of claim 7, wherein the only
input to the passive filter is received from the first photo-
detector or the second photodetector.

9. The cerebral oximeter of claim 7, further comprising a
processor configured to generate a time-of-arrival spectrum,
which grows more precise with increasing number of
detected laser pulses.

10. A method of performing cerebral oximetry compris-
ing:

emitting light within a first range of wavelengths in

response to a first electrical signal;

emitting light within a second range of wavelengths in

response to a second electrical signal,

detecting at least a portion of the light emitted from a first

light source;

detecting at least a portion of the light emitted from a

second light source;

modulating the first electrical signal and the second

electrical signal using a spreading sequence to occupy
an electrical bandwidth greater than necessary to send
optical signal pulse amplitude information to a photo-
detector; and
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filtering a first detection signal from a first photodetector
and a second detection signal from a second photode-
tector based on a desired time-of-arrival.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the electrical band-
width is sufficient to send a pseudonoise (PN) code modu-
lated spread spectrum light signal.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the first photode-
tector and the second photodetector are configured to receive
light signals from the first light source and the second light
source in addition to thermal noise and external interference.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising deter-
mining an autocorrelation function of the spreading
sequence including a main lobe that is narrower than a time
separation of a desired signal and at least one multipath
signal.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

measuring characteristics of an optical channel traversed
by the light emitted from the first light source or the
light emitted from the second light source; and

enhancing an accuracy of a mathematical model used to
model propagation of light from the first light source to
the first photodetector based at least in part on the
measured characteristics of the optical channel.

15. The method of claim 10, wherein filtering the first
detection signal and the second detection signal includes
receiving an output from a passive filter.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the passive filter is
matched to the spreading sequence.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the only input to the
passive filter is received from the first photodetector or the
second photodetector.

18. The method of claim 10, further comprising generat-
ing a time-of-arrival spectrum based on detecting the light
emitted from the first light source and the second light
source.

19. A cerebral oximeter comprising:

first emitting means for emitting light within a first range
of wavelengths in response to a first electrical signal,

second emitting means for emitting light within a second
range of wavelengths in response to a second electrical
signal,

a detecting means for detecting at least a portion of the
light emitted from the first emitting means and for
detecting at least a portion of the light emitted from the
second emitting means;

modulating means for modulating the first electrical sig-
nal and the second electrical signal using a spreading
sequence to occupy an electrical bandwidth greater
than necessary to send optical signal pulse amplitude
information to the detecting means; and

filtering means configured to filter a first detection signal
from the detecting means and a second detection signal
from the detecting means based on a desired time-of-
arrival.

20. The cerebral oximeter of claim 19 wherein the detect-

ing means includes a first photodetector and a second
photodetector.
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