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1
ANIMAL HOLDER FOR IN VIVO
TOMOGRAPHIC IMAGING WITH MULTIPLE
MODALITIES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage of International (PCT)
Patent Application Ser. No. PCT/US2009/038213, filed Mar.
25,2009, and published under PCT Article 21 (2) in English,
which claims the benefit of and priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/039,377, filed Mar. 25, 2008, the
entire contents of each of which are incorporated by reference
herein.

GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

The invention was supported, in whole or in part, by grant
1 R44 ES012699-01 ofthe National Institute of Environmen-
tal Health Sciences. The Government has certain rights in the
invention.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to animal restraining sys-
tems for in vivo imaging across multiple tomographic
modalities and/or imaging systems. More particularly, in cer-
tain embodiments, the invention relates to an animal holder
compatible with optical imaging systems in conjunction with
magnetic resonance, computed tomography, positron emis-
sion tomography, and/or other tomographic imaging systems,
to enhance and simplify the registration of reconstructed
datasets acquired on different systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Tomography is a process that relies upon a selected form of
energy being directed toward and passing through an object at
more than one angle, and permits the construction of detailed
images of internal structures of the object. The energy from
the various angles is detected and corresponding data pro-
cessed to provide a tomographic image. The received signals
typically are less intense (for example, are darker) where the
object is thicker or more dense, and more intense (for
example, brighter) where the object is thinner or less dense.

A signal received by a single energy sensor (for example, at
one angle) does not contain sufficient information to generate
either a two-dimensional or a three-dimensional representa-
tion of internal structures of the object. Signals received by
energy sensors arranged in a plane or volume provide suffi-
cient information to generate a three-dimensional represen-
tation of internal structures of the object.

Tomography can be used in a variety of imaging systems
with different types of transmitted and received electromag-
netic radiation. In particular, in X-ray Computed Axial
Tomography (CAT, or CT), X-ray radiation is projected
through an object, typically at a variety of angles, and a
variety of X-ray receivers, at a corresponding variety of
angles, are used to receive the X-rays transmitted through the
object. A computer is used to generate an image of internal
structures of the object in three dimensions from signals
received by the variety of X-ray receivers.

X-rays tend to pass through the object in straight lines with
relatively little attenuation, allowing non-invasive capture of
certain anatomical features at high resolution (for example,
distinguishing features as small as 50-100 pm in one or more
dimensions). X-ray CAT imaging systems can be used to
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image bones, organs, blood vessels, and tumors of a particular
subject. While X-ray CAT imaging is able to provide high
resolution of certain anatomical structures, it is relatively
limited in its ability to detect, distinguish, or quantify specific
chemical or biological species in the subject. Therefore, exist-
ing X-ray CAT systems cannot provide functional (or,
“molecular”) information about a subject or disease state at
the cellular or molecular level.

Imaging techniques such as X-ray CAT, magnetic reso-
nance imaging (MRI) and ultrasound (US) primarily rely on
physical parameters such as absorption, scattering, proton
density, and relaxation rates as the primary source of contrast
for imaging. Specific molecular information with these
modalities cannot often be obtained or is limited. Optical
imaging, for example, optical tomographic imaging, uses
specific molecular activity or alterations as the source of
image contrast and therefore, can provide much more
molecular or functional information about a subject or dis-
ease state than imaging techniques such as X-ray CAT that
primarily capture anatomical information based on physical
parameters.

Optical tomographic systems use one or more wavelengths
of visible or invisible light, rather than X-rays. Unlike X-ray
tomography, in which X -rays tend to pass through an object in
a straight line with relatively little attenuation, visible and
invisible (ultraviolet or infrared) light tends to be absorbed
and to scatter when passing though an object. Therefore, light
does not travel in straight lines when passing through the
object. Light also tends to be absorbed and scattered more
when passing through a relatively thick and/or non-homoge-
neous medium, than when passing through a relatively thin
and/or homogeneous medium.

Most conventional optical tomography systems use near
infrared (near-IR, NIR) light, instead of light in the visible
spectrum when passing through animal tissues, since NIR
tends to be absorbed less and to scatter less than visible light.
The use of NIR light generally provides the ability to image
deeper tissues, for example, thicker tissues, and/or the ability
to image with higher sensitivity than the use of visible light.

While optical tomography is well suited to providing
molecular/functional information about a subject, the achiev-
able resolution is not as high as with X-ray CAT or MRI. Two
exemplary optical tomographic techniques are Diffuse Opti-
cal Tomography (DOT) and Fluorescence Molecular Tomog-
raphy (FMT). Both DOT and FMT allow optical tomographic
imaging of the internal structure of animal and/or human
subjects.

DOT is an imaging technique capable of providing biologi-
cal functional information by imaging hemoglobin concen-
tration and tissue oxygenation state. DOT approaches are
currently being used to detect certain types of tumors, includ-
ing breast tumors.

Unlike most DOT approaches, FMT uses fluorescent
molecular probes, which absorb light propagating inside of an
object and emit light at a longer wavelength (lower energy)
than the absorbed light inside of the object, allowing non-
invasive, in vivo investigation of functional and molecular
signatures in whole tissues of animals and humans. FMT
systems enable molecular imaging, for example, FMT can be
used to visually indicate molecular abnormalities that are the
basis of a disease, rather than just imaging the anatomical
structures in the area of suspected molecular, abnormalities,
as with conventional imaging approaches. Specific imaging
of molecular targets provides earlier detection and character-
ization of a disease, as well as earlier and direct molecular
assessment of treatment efficacy. An illustrative FMT system



US 8,918,163 B2

3

is described in U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
US2004/0015062, the text of which is incorporated by refer-
ence herein, in its entirety.

Most existing DOT and FMT systems use light sources and
light sensors in direct contact with the object to be imaged
and/or use optical matching fluid. For both DOT and FMT
systems, the use of fiber guides and/or optical matching fluids
limits the tomographic capacity of such systems and impedes
their practicality in research and/or clinical settings.

Recent improvements in fluorescence molecular tomogra-
phy have led to the development of more versatile imaging
techniques that do not require either direct contact or optical
contact between the light sources/detectors and the object to
be imaged. These techniques employ more powerful algo-
rithms that account for heterogeneities of the index of refrac-
tion within and surrounding the animal tissue which give rise
to photon reflections at the boundaries. See, for example,
International (PCT) Application Publication No. WO
03/102558, published 11 Dec. 2003; and R. Schulz, I. Ripoll
and V. Ntziachristos, “Experimental Fluorescence Tomogra-
phy of Tissues with Noncontact Measurements,” IEEE Trans-
actions on Medical Imaging, Vol. 23, No. 4, pp. 492-500
(2004), the texts of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence in their entirety. These techniques are further augmented
by the use of so-called free-space transformations, which take
into account the presence of a non-turbid medium (air)
between the object to be imaged and the detectors. See, for
example, International (PCT) Application Publication No.
WO 2004/072906, published 26 Aug. 2004; and J. Ripoll, R.
Schulz and V. Ntziachristos, “Free-Space Propagation of Dif-
fuse Light: Theory and Experiments,” Physical Review Let-
ters, Vol. 91 No. 10 (2003), the texts of each of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

Multi-modality tomographic imaging is emerging as an
increasingly important tool in pre-clinical and clinical imag-
ing, as it allows the combination of complementary image
datasets, for example, from Fluorescence Molecular Tomog-
raphy (FMT), Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI or MR),
Computed Axial Tomography (CAT or CT), Positron Emis-
sion Tomography (PET), and others, to indicate, highlight
and correlate specific biological processes with morphologi-
cal or functional information.

Co-registering image datasets for a given subject that are
obtained from different modalities may be quite difficult
because it is normally necessary to move the subject from one
imaging system to another, and movement ofthe subject often
causes complex misalignment of the datasets because the
subject is not a rigid body. One approach to solving this
problem is a hardware-based approach that involves a com-
plex architecture of sources and detectors from two or more
modalities within a single rotating gantry. A second approach
is a software approach that involves mathematically advanced
image transformation algorithms to allow the fusion of image
datasets from the different imaging modalities into a single
integrated dataset. The primary limitation of the hardware
approach is the complexity and cost associated with multi-
modality gantries. The primary limitation of the software
approach resides in the relatively inferior image fusion results
due to the softness or non-rigidity of biological tissue as it is
transported from one imaging modality to another. Thus,
there exists a need for new technologies and methods to
enable the simple and accurate registration of data sets across
optical, X-ray, magnetic resonance, nuclear or other tomo-
graphic modalities that overcome the limitations of existing
solutions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a portable animal holder for use
with in vivo imaging systems that features adjustable, sub-
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stantially parallel (planar) frames to secure an animal within
the holder. The invention enables the transport of an anesthe-
tized, rigid or pseudo-rigid, small animal from one imaging
workstation to another, or from one location to another within
a single imaging workstation, without loss of subject posi-
tional information, allowing accurate co-registration of
image data obtained using multiple imaging modalities.
Throughout the application the terms “animal holder” and
“animal cassette” are used interchangeably.

The animal holder has two substantially parallel frames
that can be adjusted to accommodate a small animal (for
example, a mouse or other mammal) between the frames.
Each of the frames includes a window through which the
electromagnetic radiation can be transmitted, as needed for
the various imaging modalities used. The animal is secured
between the frames, for example, by gentle compression,
such that a portion of its body that is to be imaged is flush
against both windows. In preferred embodiments, no harness
is used, because it is not necessary to secure the animal.

In addition to maintaining subject positional information,
the animal holder provides two deterministic, planar bound-
ary conditions that are useful for quantitative tissue modeling
in tomographic image reconstruction. Tomographic image
reconstruction is performed, for example, in imaging systems
that feature an FMT imaging modality. The planar boundary
conditions offer a substantial simplification of the computa-
tions necessary for image reconstruction, thereby saving
computation time and cost and improving accuracy. The flat
surfaces of the animal holder have the additional advantages
of being compatible with an MRI surface coil.

Thus, the animal holder enables simplified tomographic
reconstruction, as well as enabling the transport of an animal
subject from one workstation to another. The workstations
can include single-modality and/or multiple-modality imag-
ing workstations. The modalities may include, for example,
Fluorescence Molecular Tomography (FMT), Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI or MR), Computed Axial Tomog-
raphy (CAT or CT), Positron Emission Tomography (PET),
Diffuse Optical Tomography (DOT), and/or single photon
emission computed tomography (SPECT).

The animal holder is compatible with the fields of view of
preclinical animal imaging stations such as micro-CT, micro-
MR, micro-PET, micro-SPECT, and FMT systems (the prefix
“micro-" is used to indicate a system configured for small
animal imaging/analysis). The animal holder is configured to
fit into an aperture (for example, as a cassette) in each of the
individual imaging chambers, and the animal holder is made
of materials that are compliant with all of the above modali-
ties. Particular attention has been paid to ensuring parallelism
of imaging surfaces while avoiding metal-based or other
incompatible materials in the is mechanisms of the animal
holder. In certain embodiments, the animal holder is fabri-
cated from non-metallic materials.

In certain embodiments, the animal holder includes an
integrated set of fiducial marker wells which accommodate
fiducial markers that are detected by a plurality of imaging
modalities (either simultaneously or at different times) in one
or more planes. These fiducial markers then are aligned in
standard image processing or image analysis software with
image translation and rotation operations, without the need
for more advanced scaling, distortion or other operations.

The animal holder also integrates elements for providing
the animal with inhalation anesthesia, for example, isoflu-
rane, and is designed to fit into identical receptacles inside
and/or outside the imaging workstation(s) that provide heat-
ing to prevent animal hypothermia.
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In one aspect, the invention provides a portable animal
holder configured for use in one or more in vivo imaging
systems. The animal holder including two adjustable, sub-
stantially parallel frames and a mechanism operable to secure
the animal within the animal holder, thereby preventing sub-
stantial movement of the animal during imaging of the animal
in the one or more in vivo imaging systems. In certain
embodiments, the mechanism is operable to gently compress
the animal between the substantially parallel frames. Each of
the frames includes an imaging window that transmits elec-
tromagnetic radiation therethrough, for example, X-rays,
gamma rays, positron rays, visible light, near-infrared light,
radio waves, micro-waves, tetra-hertz radiation, infrared
light, and/or ultraviolet light, for example, as required for
imaging by the one or more in vivo imaging systems.

In certain embodiments, the imaging windows can be made
of glass, aerogel, or plastic such as acrylic resin, Pol-
yarylethersulfone (Radel® R PAES), polycarbonate, poly-
ethersulfone, polypropylene, polysulfone, polyurethane
resin, ALON™ and SPINEL'™ Optical Ceramic or any com-
bination thereof. The imaging windows preferably are sub-
stantially transparent to the electromagnetic radiation used to
produce the image data in a given system, that is, the imaging
windows allow most of the electromagnetic radiation used by
a given imaging device to produce an image to pass through
the window unattenuated—for example, from about 85% to
about 100% of the electromagnetic radiation is not attenu-
ated. Each of the imaging windows may have a thickness, for
example, from about 0.1 mm to about 3 cm, although thick-
nesses greater than or less than these limits are possible. The
imaging windows may have an antireflective coating. The
parallel frames may be made with polyoxymethylene (e.g.,
Delrin®, manufactured by E.I. duPont de Nemours & Co. of
Wilmington, Del.), acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS),
PolyEtherEther-Ketone [PEEK (30% Carbon Filled)], Self-
Reinforcing Polyphenylene (TECAMAX™ SRP), Polya-
mide (30% Glass-Reinforced Extruded Nylon 6/6), or other
plastic, for example. In preferred embodiments, particularly
those using MR imaging, the animal holder is composed of
non-metal, MR-compatible materials.

In preferred embodiments in which one of the imaging
modalities is a tomographic imaging modality (for example,
FMT), the imaging windows are substantially parallel,
thereby providing two substantially planar boundary condi-
tions for three-dimensional image reconstruction of at least a
portion of the animal upon gentle compression of the animal
between the substantially parallel imaging windows such that
the portion of the animal of interest is flush against both
windows.

In certain embodiments, the portable animal holder further
includes a plurality of fiducial markers and/or wells that
accommodate fiducial markers. In certain embodiments, the
animal holder is configured to permit transport of the animal
within the animal holder as a rigid body or pseudo-rigid body
from a first imaging location to a second, different, imaging
location, the fiducial markers allow co-registration of data
sets obtained at the first and second imaging locations. Pref-
erably, at least a subset of the fiducial markers are detectable
by both a firstimaging modality and a second imaging modal-
ity which can occur in the same or different in vivo imaging
systems. For example, the fiducial markers are detectable by
the first imaging modality performed with the animal at the
first imaging location, and the fiducial markers are detectable
by the second imaging modality performed with the animal at
the second imaging location (for example, such that the ani-
mal is moved between the first and second imaging locations
as arigid or pseudo-rigid body). The first and second imaging
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modalities can each be chosen, for example, from among the
following: magnetic resonance, X-ray, X-ray computed
tomography, nuclear, positron emission tomography (PET),
single photon emission computed tomography (SPECT),
ultrasound, fluorescence, fluorescence tomography, and/or
bioluminescence imaging. In particular embodiments, the
first and second imaging modalities are selected from fluo-
rescence molecular tomography (FMT), magnetic resonance
(MR), and X-ray computed tomography (CT). In a further
particular embodiment, one of the two imaging modalities is
FMT and the other is MR or CT.

In certain embodiments, the fiducial markers include a
fluorescent compound, a gamma emitting compound, a
positron emitting compound, a silicon polymer, and/or a
metal. In other embodiments, the fiducial markers are non-
metal (for example, MR-compatible). In certain embodi-
ments, the animal holder has a plurality of wells for insertion
of a solid or liquid marker substance therein to provide the
fiducial markers for imaging.

In certain embodiments, the fiducial markers include an
organic fluorophore, an inorganic fluorophore, an indocya-
nine dye, quantum dots, a visible-wavelength fluorophore, an
infra-red fluorophore, a superparamagnetic agent, luminous
acrylic, tritium beads, deionized water, and/or a radioactive
agent.

In certain embodiments, the animal holder includes an inlet
for delivery of anesthesia to the animal. In certain embodi-
ments, the animal holder includes a heater for maintaining the
animal within a given temperature range before and/or during
imaging. In other embodiments, the animal holder is config-
ured to fit within a docking station in which anesthesia can be
delivered and/or a heater can be used to maintain the animal
within a given temperature range before, during, and/or after
imaging.

In certain embodiments, the frames of the animal holder
have contoured edges for reduced stray light reflection. The
imaging windows optionally can include an anti-reflective
coating.

The description of elements of the embodiments of other
aspects of the invention can be applied to this aspect of the
invention as well.

In another aspect, the invention provides a method of imag-
ing a region within an animal, the method including: (a)
administering to an animal a probe (for example, a fluoro-
phore); (b) positioning the animal within a portable animal
holder including two adjustable, substantially parallel
frames, wherein each of the frames includes an imaging win-
dow that transmits electromagnetic radiation therethrough;
(¢) securing the animal between the frames, thereby prevent-
ing substantial movement of the animal during imaging, and
thereby providing two substantially planar boundary condi-
tions; (d) optionally, administering anesthesia and/or heat to
the animal while the animal is within the animal holder; (¢)
positioning the animal holder within a FMT imaging device
configured to accept the animal holder; (f) directing excita-
tion light, for example, through an imaging window of the
animal holder, into the animal at multiple locations to tran-
silluminate at least a portion of the animal; (g) optionally,
detecting excitation light transmitted through the animal
(and, for example, transmitted through the opposite imaging
window of the animal holder); (h) detecting fluorescent light
emitted from the probe within the animal (and, for example,
transmitted through the opposite imaging window of the
imaging holder); and (i) processing data corresponding to the
detected emitted fluorescent light (and, optionally, processing
data corresponding to the detected transmitted excitation
light) to provide a tomographic representation of the region
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within the animal, wherein the two substantially planar
boundary conditions are used in providing the tomographic
representation.

In certain embodiments, the portable animal holder com-
prises a plurality of fiducial markers and the method further
includes: (j) detecting locations of the plurality of fiducial
markers in relation to the animal while the animal holder is
within the FMT imaging device; (k) positioning the animal
holder within a non-FMT imaging device configured to
accept the animal holder; (1) obtaining image data from at
least a portion of the animal with the non-FMT imaging
device and detecting locations of the plurality of fiducial
markers in relation to the animal while the animal holder is
within the non-FMT imaging device; and (m) co-registering
the tomographic representation obtained using the FMT
imaging device with image data obtained using the non-FMT
imaging device to produce a composite image of the region
within the animal.

In certain embodiments, the non-FMT imaging device is a
MR imaging device or a CT device. In certain embodiments,
step (m) includes co-registering the FMT tomographic rep-
resentation with the non-FMT image data using one or more
affine transformations.

In certain embodiments, the non-FMT imaging device may
employ one or more of the following imaging modalities:
magnetic resonance, X-ray, X-ray computed tomography,
nuclear, positron emission tomography (PET), single photon
emission computed tomography (SPECT), ultrasound, and/
or bioluminescence imaging.

In certain embodiments, the fiducial markers include a
fluorescent compound, a gamma emitting compound, a
positron emitting compound, a silicon polymer, and/or a
metal. In other embodiments, the fiducial markers are non-
metal (for example, MR-compatible). In certain embodi-
ments, the animal holder has a plurality of wells for insertion
of a solid or liquid marker substance therein to provide the
fiducial markers for imaging.

In certain embodiments, the fiducial markers include an
organic fluorophore, an inorganic fluorophore, an indocya-
nine dye, quantum dots, a visible-wavelength fluorophore, an
infra-red fluorophore, a superparamagnetic agent, and/or a
radioactive agent. In certain embodiments, the animal is a
mammal, for example, a rodent, for example, a mouse.

The description of elements of the embodiments of other
aspects of the invention can be applied to this aspect of the
invention as well. For example, elements of the embodiments
of the animal holder described above may be used in the
imaging methods described herein.

In yet another aspect, the invention provides a method of
imaging a region within an animal. The method comprises the
steps of: (a) positioning an animal within a portable animal
holder including two adjustable, substantially parallel
frames, wherein each of the frames includes an imaging win-
dow that transmits electromagnetic radiation therethrough;
(b) securing the animal between the frames, thereby prevent-
ing substantial movement of the animal during imaging and
thereby permitting transport of the animal within the animal
holder as a rigid body or pseudo-rigid body; (c) positioning
the animal holder within a first imaging device configured to
accept the animal holder; (d) obtaining image data using the
first imaging device; () removing the animal holder from the
first imaging device and positioning the animal holder within
a second imaging device configured to accept the animal
holder; (f) obtaining image data using the second imaging
device; and (g) co-registering image data obtained from the
first imaging device and the second imaging device to pro-
duce a composite image of a region within the animal. In
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certain embodiments, step (g) includes co-registering the
image data using one or more affine transformations. In cet-
tain embodiments, the animal holder comprises a plurality of
fiducial markers and the method comprises the step of detect-
ing a position of each of one or more of the fiducial markers,
and wherein step (g) comprises co-registering the image data
using the one or more detected positions.

In certain embodiments, the first imaging device employs
one or more of the following imaging modalities: magnetic
resonance, X-ray. X-ray computed tomography, nuclear,
positron emission tomography (PET), single photon emission
computed tomography (SPECT), ultrasound, fluorescence,
fluorescence (molecular) tomography (FMT), and/or biolu-
minescence imaging. In certain embodiments, the second
imaging device employs one or more of the following imag-
ing modalities: magnetic resonance, X-ray, X-ray computed
tomography, nuclear, positron emission tomography (PET),
single photon emission computed tomography (SPECT),
ultrasound, fluorescence, fluorescence (molecular) tomogra-
phy (FMT), and/or bioluminescence imaging. In certain
embodiments, either the first or the second imaging device
employs FMT, and the other employs a non-FMT imaging
modality.

In certain embodiments, the fiducial markers include a
fluorescent compound, a gamma emitting compound, a
positron emitting compound, a silicon polymer, and/or a
metal. In other embodiments, the fiducial markers are non-
metal (for example, MR-compatible). In certain embodi-
ments, the animal holder has a plurality of wells for insertion
of a solid or liquid marker substance therein to provide the
fiducial markers for imaging.

In certain embodiments, the fiducial markers include an
organic fluorophore, an inorganic fluorophore, an indocya-
nine dye, quantum dots, a visible-wavelength fluorophore, an
infra-red fluorophore, a superparamagnetic agent, and/or a
radioactive agent.

In certain embodiments, the animal is a mammal, for
example, a rodent, for example, a mouse.

The description of elements of the embodiments of other
aspects of the invention can be applied to this aspect of the
invention as well. For example, elements of the embodiments
of the animal holder described above may be used in the
imaging methods described herein.

Where FMT is one of the modalities, it is appreciated that
one or more fluorophores can be detected. The one or more
fluorophores can include an endogenous fluorophore and/or
an exogenous (delivered) probe. The one or more fluoro-
phores can include one or more examples of one or more of
the following: a fluorescent molecular probe, an activatable
fluorescent probe, an enzyme-activatable fluorescent probe, a
quantum dot-based imaging probe, a fluorescent nanopar-
ticle-based imaging probe, and/or a fluorescent probe tar-
geted to a biomolecule. These materials can also (or alterna-
tively) be used and detected as a fiducial marking substance.
Other materials that can be detected by one or more modali-
ties of a multiple-modality system of the present invention
(detected as an endogenous substance in the animal, a sub-
stance administered to the animal, and/or a fiducial marking
substance) include, for example: a wavelength shifting bea-
con, amulticolor fluorescent probe, a probe with high binding
affinity to a target, a non-specific imaging probe, labeled
cells, X-ray contrast agent, magnetic resonance contrast
agent, a dual modality agent, an optical/CT dual modality
agent (for example, an optical agent physically or chemically
bound to a CT agent), an optical/MR dual modality agent (for
example, an optical agent physically or chemically bound to
an MR agent), a fluorescent lanthanide metal-ligand probe, a
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probe targeted to a biomarker, a molecular structure, a min-
eral (for example, hydroxyapatite), a biomolecule, and/or any
combination of these. Where the probe is targeted to a bio-
molecule, the biomolecule can include, for example, one or
more examples of one or more of the following: an antibody,
a protein, a glycoprotein, a cell receptor, a neurotransmitter,
an integrin, a growth factor, a cytokine, a lymphokine, a
lectin, a selectin, a toxin, a carbohydrate, an internalizing
receptor, an enzyme, a protease, a virus, a bacteria, a micro-
organism, and/or any combination thereof.

When an FMT modality is used, the light detected by the
imaging system preferably includes excitation light from the
light source that has been transmitted through the object and
fluorescent light emitted from one or more fluorophores
within the object. Data corresponding to the excitation light
transmitted through the object, or intrinsic light, can be used
to correct/calibrate captured fluorescent measurements,
thereby providing more accurate tomographic images. The
one or more fluorophores emit fluorescent light as a result of
excitation by the excitation light. Background fluorescence
can be accounted for by obtaining background measurements
and processing data corresponding to the captured fluorescent
light accordingly. For example, a background signal can be
detected and used to generate a corrected measurement of the
detected fluorescent light and/or a corrected measurement of
the detected excitation light; the corrected measurement(s)
can be used in the optical tomographic reconstruction. Image
processing can include (i) generating a corrected measure-
ment of the detected fluorescent light and a corrected mea-
surement of the detected excitation light using data corre-
sponding to the detected background light, (ii) generating a
calibrated fluorescent measurement from the corrected fluo-
rescent measurement and the corrected excitation light mea-
surement, and (iii) using the calibrated fluorescent measure-
ment in the optical tomographic reconstruction.

In FMT systems, processing includes simulating photon
propagation at the excitation wavelength and simulating pho-
ton propagation at the emission wavelength in an optical
tomographic reconstruction.

Methods of the invention can further include the step of
using the tomographic image to perform one or more of the
following: identifying an area of disease; distinguishing
between diseased and normal tissue; localizing diseased tis-
sue; detecting a boundary of a lesion; detecting a tumor;
locating a boundary of a tumor; localizing a cell type; and/or
characterizing a disease. Where the method includes the step
of using the tomographic image to identify an area of disease,
the disease may include at least one or more examples of one
or more of the following: inflammation, cancer, cardiovascu-
lar disease, dermatologic disease, ophthalmic disease, infec-
tious disease, immunologic disease, central nervous system
disease, inherited disease, metabolic disease, environmental
disease, and/or bone-related disease.

In certain embodiments, the steps of the method are
repeated to obtain a plurality of tomographic images. The
method permits the collection of a plurality of images
because radiopharmaceuticals do not need to be used and
radiotoxicity is not a concern, unlike in nuclear tomographic
systems.

For example, in certain embodiments, the plurality of
tomographic images are obtained as a function of time fol-
lowing administration of one or more probes including at
least one of the one or more fluorophores. The plurality of
tomographic images can be used, for example, to monitor
localization of a cell type, monitor expression of a gene,
monitor progression of a disease, and/or monitor a therapeu-
tic response, for example, in drug development.
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The step of monitoring localization of a cell type may
include one or more examples of one or more ofthe following
cell types: T-cells, tumor cells, immune cells, stem cells,
and/or any combination thereof. The method may include the
step of monitoring expression of a gene, where the gene
encodes a fluorescent protein detected as one of the one or
more fluorophores within the object. The step of monitoring
therapeutic response can include performing one or more of
the following using the plurality of tomographic images: (i)
determining efficacy of an administered pharmacological
substance; (ii) customizing dosage of a pharmacological sub-
stance; (ii1) formulating a pharmacological substance; (iv)
customizing a formulation of a pharmacological substance;
(v) determining pharmacokinetic parameters of a pharmaco-
logical substance; and/or (vi) customizing a combination of
pharmacological substances for the treatment of a disease.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The objects and features of the invention can be better
understood with reference to the drawings described below,
and the claims. The drawings are not necessarily to scale,
emphasis instead generally being placed upon illustrating the
principles of the invention. In the drawings, like numerals are
used to indicate the same or similar parts throughout the
various views.

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of the animal cassette, for
example, a small animal cassette, for multimodality imaging
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a side view of the animal cassette shown in FIG.
1, according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the animal cassette shown in
FIG. 1, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 is an end view of the animal cassette shown in FIG.
1, according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 is an exploded assembly of the animal cassette
shown in FIG. 1, according to an illustrative embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the animal cassette
shown in FIG. 1, taken at the center of the height adjustment
knob along the longitudinal axis, according to an illustrative
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of the adjustment knob, accord-
ing to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 8 is a partial trimetric view of a dial-readout gauge
embedded within the animal cassette shown in FIG. 1,
according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 9 is an isometric view of the dial-readout gauge,
according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 10 is a partial 1sometric view of the animal cassette
showing fiducial wells in the Top tray, according to an illus-
trative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 11 is an end view of the animal cassette shown in FIG.
1, highlighting contoured edges of the Bottom and Top trays
to reduce stray light reflections during imaging, according to
an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 12 is an isometric view of a calibration phantom (both
top and bottom components shown separately and com-
bined), according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 13 is an isometric view of the calibration phantom and
calibration phantom holder disposed within an exemplary
animal holder (exploded and non exploded views), according
to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.
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FIG. 14 is a side-by-side comparison between animal cas-
settes of different sizes, according to an illustrative embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 15 is an isometric view of an external animal cassette
docking station, according to an illustrative embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 16 is an isometric view of an external animal cassette
docking station containing an animal cassette disposed
therein, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 17 is a top view of an external animal cassette docking
station containing an animal holder disposed therein, accord-
ing to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 18 is an isometric view of two external animal cassette
docking stations with gas connections connected in series,
according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 19 is a bottom view of an external animal cassette
docking station, according to an illustrative embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 20 is an isometric view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within the
FMT system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 21 is a top view of an internal animal cassette docking
station designed for imaging animals within the FMT system,
according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 22 is a bottom view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within the
FMT system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 23 is an end view of an internal animal cassette dock-
ing station designed for imaging animals within the FMT
system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 24 is an isometric view of an animal cassette, for
example, a large animal cassette, for multimodality imaging
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 25 is a side plan view of the animal cassette shown in
FIG. 24, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 26 is a cross-sectional view of the animal cassette
shown in FIG. 24, taken at the center of the height adjustment
knob along the longitudinal axis, according to an illustrative
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 27 is a cross-sectional view of the animal cassette
shown in FIG. 24, taken at the center of the animal cassette
along the transverse axis, according to an illustrative embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 28 s a partial isometric view of a large animal cassette
embodiment allowing for direct connection of gas anesthesia
administered through the gas pathway to the animal nose
cone, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 29 is an isometric view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within the
FMT system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 30 is a top view of an internal animal cassette docking
station designed for imaging animals within the FMT system,
according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 31 is a bottom view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within the
FMT system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.
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FIG. 32 is an end view of an internal animal cassette dock-
ing station designed for imaging animals within the FMT
system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 33 is a partial cross-sectional view of an internal large
animal cassette docking station gas pathway taken along the
longitudinal axis, according to an illustrative embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 34 is an isometric view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within an MR
system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 35 is a partial side view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within an MR
system detailing the gas anesthesia connections and MR
depth adjustment, according to an illustrative embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 36 is an isometric view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within a CT
system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 37 is a partial side view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within a CT
system detailing the gas anesthesia connections, according to
an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 38 is an isometric view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within a differ-
ent CT system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 39 is a partial side view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within a differ-
ent CT system detailing the gas anesthesia connections,
according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 40 is a series of side views of an internal animal
cassette docking station designed for imaging animals within
a different CT system detailing three positions of the sliding
rail, according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 41 is an isometric view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within a differ-
ent CT system, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 42 is a partial side view of an internal animal cassette
docking station designed for imaging animals within a differ-
ent CT system detailing the gas anesthesia connections,
according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 43 shows excitation and fluorescence images of a
mouse being imaged within the animal cassette, according to
an illustrative embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 44 shows an isometric view of an FMT dataset over-
laid upon an excitation image of a mouse with a fluorescence
phantom disposed within the abdomen imaged within an
animal holder, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 45 shows an isometric view of an FMT dataset over-
laid upon a fluorescence image of a mouse with a fluorescence
phantom disposed within the abdomen imaged within an
animal holder, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 46 shows an isometric view of an MR dataset overlaid
upon an fluorescence image of a mouse with a fluorescence
phantom disposed within the abdomen imaged within an
animal holder, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 47 shows an isometric view of a fusion of a FMT
dataset and a MR dataset overlaid upon an excitation/fluores-
cence overlay image of a mouse with a fluorescence phantom
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disposed within the abdomen imaged within an animal
holder, according to an illustrative embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 48 shows an isometric view of a fusion of a FMT
dataset and a MR dataset of a mouse with a fluorescence
phantom disposed within the abdomen imaged within an
animal holder, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 49 is a flow chart showing steps in a process to fuse
MR, CT and FMT imaging modalities of a small animal
imaged in the animal holder according to an illustrative
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 50 is a flow chart showing steps in a process to align
imaged fiducial markers from MR, CT and FMT imaging
modalities of a small animal imaged in the animal holder
according to an illustrative embodiment of the invention. FIG.
50 provides, by way of example, a sample procedure for
co-registering (for example, fusing) data sets by minimizing
the error between centers of mass of the fiducials.

FIG. 51 illustrates the contoured edges of the top and
bottom trays (frames) of the portable animal cassettes to
reduce stray light reflections into the numerical aperture (NA)
of the imaging device during reflectance and tomographic
imaging, according to an illustrative embodiment of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is contemplated that methods, systems, and processes
described herein encompass variations and adaptations devel-
oped using information from the embodiments described
herein.

Throughout the description, where systems and composi-
tions are described as having, including, or comprising spe-
cific components, or where processes and methods are
described as having, including, or comprising specific steps,
it is contemplated that, additionally, there are systems and
compositions of the present invention that consist essentially
of, or consist of, the recited components, and that there are
processes and methods of the present invention that consist
essentially of, or consist of, the recited processing steps.

The mention herein of any publication, for example, in the
Background section, should not be construed as an admission
that the publication serves as prior art with respect to any of
the claims presented herein.

As used herein, the term “image” is understood to mean a
visual display or any data representation that may be inter-
preted for visual display. For example, a three-dimensional
image may include a dataset of values of a given quantity that
varies in three spatial dimensions. A three-dimensional image
(for example, a three-dimensional data representation) may
be displayed in two-dimensions (for example, on a two-di-
mensional screen, or on a two-dimensional printout).

As used herein, the term “map” is understood to mean a
visual display, or any data representation that may be inter-
preted for visual display, which contains spatially-correlated
information. For example, a three-dimensional map of a
given volume may include a dataset of values of a given
quantity that varies in three spatial dimensions throughout the
volume, and the three-dimensional map may be displayed in
two-dimensions.

FIGS. 1-14 illustrate one embodiment of the present inven-
tion where an animal holder I for multimodality tomographic
imaging includes an adjustment mechanism 1, fiducial wells
2 and two imaging windows 3, one disposed in the bottom
tray 4 and one in the top tray 5. The adjustment mechanism 1
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repeatably and deterministically set the separation distance
and parallelism of the two imaging windows.

The adjustment mechanism 1 in a preferred embodiment
includes height adjustment knobs 7, knob bearings 8, retain-
ing rings 10, height readout dials 11, wave springs 12, ball
spring plungers 13, height adjustment nuts 6, screws 19, top
tray 5 and bottom tray 4 (see FIG. 5). In general, all of the
components with the possible exception of the ball spring
plungers 13 and wave springs 12 may be molded, cast, or
machined out of plastics, resins, or non-ferrous metals such as
stainless steel, aluminum, titanium or beryllium copper. The
height adjustment knobs 7, knob bearings 8, height adjust-
ment nuts 6, and top tray 5 and bottom tray 4 may also be rapid
prototyped out of plastics, resins, etc. The imaging windows
3 should be translucent for optical FMT imaging, MR imag-
ing, and CT imaging. Although translucent glass is preferred,
plastics, resins, and other similar materials can be used.

The height adjustment knobs 7 allow the user to determin-
istically and repeatably set the distance between top tray 5 and
bottom tray 4 to discrete distances and maintain parallelism.
Gentle compression of the specimen between the top tray 5
and bottom tray 4 ensures that the animal does not move
during imaging, during transport to the different imaging
modalities, and also gives two deterministic boundary condi-
tions for modeling the mouse tissue for quantitative FMT
reconstruction. Height readouts 9 show the relative heights of
the adjustment knobs 7. As shown in FIG. 5-7, ball spring
plungers 13 ride into the detents 14 in the side of the height
adjustment knobs 7 forcing the height adjustment knobs 7
into repeatable and deterministic angular orientations. The
height adjustment knob rotations are converted to linear
motion via threads between the height adjustment knobs 7
and height adjustment nuts 6; thus setting the distance
between the top tray 5 and bottom tray 4. The height adjust-
ment knob 7 is secured to the knob bearing 8 by way ofa wave
spring 12 and a retaining ring 10 (see FIG. 6). The knob
bearing 8 is secured to the top tray 5 via the T slot cutout 17,
height adjustment knobs 7, and screw 19 (see FIGS. 6 and 17).
The height adjustment knob 7 contains a male thread 15 that
corresponds to female thread 16 defined by height adjustment
nut 6 (see FIG. 6). Height adjustment knob 7 also defines a
dial alignment keyway 18 (see FIG. 7), that interfits with
height readout dial adjustment key 20 defined by height read-
out dial 11 (see FIG. 9). The height readout dial alignment key
20 engages with height readout dial alignment keyway 18
(see FIGS. 7-9). When assembled, screw 19 and screw cutout
21 (see FIGS. 8 and 9) provide a positive stop for the height
adjustment knob 7 at the low position “13” and top position
“Oft}” when height adjustment knob 7 is rotated.

In one embodiment, height readout dial 11 allows the user
to determine the distance between top tray 5 and bottom tray
4 (see FIG. 5, 6, 8). The height readout dial 11 is keyed to the
height adjustment knob 7 and the current height setting can be
viewed through apertures defined by the top oftop tray 5 (see
FIGS. 3, 8, 9). Setting both adjustment knobs to the same
height ensures that the imaging windows 3 are parallel and
separated by a known distance and are held to strict toler-
ances.

The height adjustment nut 6 is secured to the bottom tray 4
via T-slot cutout 17 and screws 19 (see FIG. 5, 11). Imaging
windows 3 made of glass or translucent plastic allow tomo-
graphic imaging of the specimen within the animal cassette.
The windows may be epoxy glued or cast into top tray 5 and
bottom tray 4 during the manufacturing and assembling pro-
cess to secure the window within the cassette and increase the
stiffness of the animal holder (see FIG. 5).
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Fiducial wells 2 along the top and bottom of both top tray
5 and bottom tray 4 easily allow data fusion between the
tomographic imaging modalities (see FIGS. 10, 11). Droplets
of fluorescent dye or water can be injected into the fiducial
wells 2 for FMT and MR imaging respectively. Similarly,
other materials can be used as fiducial markers, including but
not limited to organic fluorophores, inorganic fluorophores,
indocyanine dyes, quantum dots, visible-wavelength fluoro-
phores, infra-red fluorophores, super-paramagnetic agents,
radioactive agents, and others. These materials can be pro-
vided in liquid form as droplets within the fiducial wells
directly, or as solutions encapsulated in sealed containers
inserted into the fiducial wells, for single-use imaging or
multi-use imaging. These materials can also be provided in
solid form as inserts into the fiducial wells directly, or encap-
sulated within sealed containers such as radioactive-sealing
compartments. CT imaging does not require fluid injections
as the fiducial wells can easily be detected due to the differ-
ences in density of the tray and fiducial well. A more detailed
description of multimodality imaging and data fusion will be
described later below. The animal holder can be imaged with
the top tray up or with the cassette rotated 180 degrees about
the longitudinal axis such that the bottom tray is up. This
allows the user to load the animal in any orientation (dorsal or
ventral) into the cassette. The animal can be imaged in the
cassette dorsally or ventrally as the cassette is can be imaged
in any orientation.

FIG. 11 illustrates the contoured edges 22 of top tray 5 and
bottom tray 4, which are configured to reduce stray light
reflections. As discussed in more detail in connection with
FIG. 51, scattered light emanating from the animal preferably
is reflected away from the detector to improve imaging. Stray
light emanating from the animal or around the animal hit the
contoured edges of the animal holder, which are shaped in
such a manner as to re-direct the scattered light outside the
numerical aperture of the detector. As a result, contoured
edges 22 reduce the amount of scattered light that can hit the
detector, which as a result, increases the signal-to-noise ratio
of the detection technique.

FIGS. 12 and 13 illustrate a calibration phantom compris-
ing a calibration phantom top 23 that interfits with a calibra-
tion phantom bottom 24 defining calibration phantom cavity
25. The calibration phantom containing the top 23 and bottom
24 can be inserted into a calibration phantom holder 26 that
can then be placed within an animal holder I of the invention
(see FIG. 13).

FIG. 14 illustrates two different exemplary animal cas-
settes for small animals of differing sizes. For example, the
small animal cassette denoted as 1A can be used for smaller
rodents, for example, mice, whereas the larger animal cas-
sette denoted as IB can be used to image larger animals, for
example, rats, bats and squirrel monkeys.

FIGS. 15-23 and 30-42 illustrate different animal holder
mounts that can be inserted into FMT, MR and CT imaging
systems. The external docking station denoted as I1 (as shown
in FIGS. 15-19) is used primarily as a holding station for the
animal while another animal is being imaged in the tomo-
graphic system. The external docking station, for example, as
shown in FIG. 15, comprises an external, docking station base
29, an external docking station window 28. Base 29 defines an
animal alignment guide 27. Base 29 and window 28 contains
magnets 31 affixed thereto that interact with one another to
hold the base 29 and window 28 in place, and a gasket 32
provides an air seal (see FIG. 16). The base 29 further com-
prises female quick connects 30, power switch 40, an anes-
thesia label 42, and an exhaust label 43. Window 28 further
comprises a handle 41 for moving the window 28 relative to
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base 29. As shown in FIG. 17, the base further comprises an
anesthesia valve 34 for introducing anesthesia into the holder
via anesthesia part 35. Exhaust port 36 exhausts gas out of the
holder.

When in use, the user, for example, places the animal into
the holder (FIG. 16), by removing the top tray and places the
animal into the holder using the animal alignment guide 27
(FIG. 15, 17) to position the animal within the desired scan
region. The user then places the top tray 5 back onto the
holder and sets the height adjustment knobs 7 to a known
height. Then, the user closes the external docking station
window 28 and gas anesthesia is dispensed to keep the animal
sedated. FIG. 18 illustrates the serial connection the anesthe-
sia of two or more external docking stations II via quick
connects 30 and 33.

Also, as detailed in FIG. 19, the external docking station is
equipped with one or more heaters 38 which can be used to
regulate, via thermostats 39, the body temperature of the
animal. This can protect the animal from hypothermia, which
is possible when the animals are anesthetized. The heaters 38
provided in the docking station can be made of electric resis-
tive heating sheets, such as sheets manufactured by Omega
Engineering (Stamford, Conn.) coupled to one or several
thermostats regulating the set temperature of the assembly,
such as thermostats manufactured by Thermtrol Corporation
(North Canton, Ohio). The thermostats can be set to animal
body temperature, or 37° C. in the case of most mammals. As
shown from underneath, the external docking station contains
apower connector 44 and fuse 45. The base also contains a lid
stop block 46 for stopping the movement of external docking
station window 28. The base also contains wire tie down 47
for securing the wiring and anesthesia tubes (not shown). The
associated wiring connects heaters 38 and thermostats 39 to
the terminal block 48 and electrical connector 56. The asso-
ciated tubing connects the anesthesia port 35 and exhaust port
36 to the anesthesia quick connect 62 and exhaust quick
connect 63. The conduits contain T connection 49 to route
anesthesia gas to anesthesia port 35 and route waste gas from
the exhaust port 36 via tubing which is not shown.

FIG. 20-23 illustrate an animal holder internal docking
station denoted III for imaging an animal in the FMT system.
The internal docking station 11 comprises an internal docking
station top 50 that interfits with an internal docking station
bottom 51. The top 50 defines fiducial pass-throughs 52. The
docking station further comprises an internal docking station
door 53. From top view (see FIG. 21), the base docking
station comprises a trans-illumination window 54, through
which the animal can be exposed to the source of the imaging
system for collecting tomographic data. The bottom 51 is
connected to a left mounting leg 59 and a right mounting leg
60. Disposed within left mounting leg 59 is threaded ball 55
for adjusting the position of the docking station for alignment
and thumbscrew 64 for fixing the docking station into place
inside an FMT system. Attached to right mounting leg 60 is
connecting bracket 61, anesthesia quick connect 62, exhaust
guide connect 63 and electrical connector 56. As shown in
FIG. 23, the internal docking station comprises sealing gasket
67 for sealing the small animal holder 1A within the internal
docking station and anesthesia can be introduced into the
small animal holder IA via anesthesia plenum 57. The animal
holder IA is placed into the internal docking station I1I (see
FIG. 23) and door 53 is closed. Upon closing the door, gas
anesthesia is dispensed into the plenum 57 and vacuum con-
nected to the exhaust port 36 draws the anesthesia across the
mouse body (FIG. 23). As shown in FIGS. 20 and 21, fiducial
pass-through holes 52 allow reflectance imaging of the fidu-
cial wells 2 defined by the animal holder.
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FIG. 24-28 illustrate a large animal holder IB for multimo-
dality tomographic imaging. The animal holdet, as shown in
FIG. 24, comprises a top tray 68 that interfits with bottom tray
69, two imaging windows 70, a plurality of fiducial wells 71,
an adjustment mechanism 114 that contains among other
things height adjustment knobs 72, and a nose cone 73 for
dispensing anesthetic to the animal disposed within the
holder. As shown in FIG. 25, top tray 68 defines window
retainer top 76 and bottom tray 69 defines a window retained
bottom 77. The bottom tray 69 further defines detents 74 that
provide a positive stop at three present positions. In an exem-
plary FMT system, a camera visualizes an area of about 80
mmx80 mm. Detents 74 allow a user to scan the full body of
an animal by providing stops that allow the scanned areas to
be slightly overlapped.

Adjustment mechanism 114 repeatably and deterministi-
cally sets the separation distance and parallelism of the two
imaging windows. The adjustment mechanism 114 in one
embodiment, and as shown in FIG. 26, includes height adjust-
ment knobs 72, wave springs 12, retaining rings 10, male
thread 80, ball spring plungers 78, female thread 81, screws
82, top window retainer 76, bottom window retainer 77, atop
tray 68 and a bottom tray 69. In general, the components with
the possible exception of the ball spring plungers 78, male
thread 80, and wave springs 12 may be molded, cast, or
machined out of plastics, resins, or non-ferrous metals such as
Stainless Steel, Aluminum, Titanium or Beryllium Copper.
The height adjustment knobs 72, top window retainer 76,
bottom window retainer 77, top tray 68 and bottom tray 69
may also be rapid prototyped out of plastics, resins, etc. The
imaging windows 70 preferably are translucent for optical
FMT imaging, MR imaging, and CT imaging. Although
translucent glass is preferred, plastics, resins, and other simi-
lar translucent materials can be used to fabricate imaging
windows 70.

The height adjustment knobs 72 and male thread 80 allow
the user to deterministically and repeatably set the distance
between top tray 68 and bottom tray 69 to discrete distances
and maintain parallelism. Gentle compression of the speci-
men between the top tray 68 and bottom tray 69 ensures that
the animal does not move during imaging, during transport to
the different imaging modalities, and also gives two deter-
ministic boundary conditions for modeling the mouse tissue
for quantitative FMT reconstruction. As shown in FIG. 26,
ball spring plungers 78 ride into the detents 79 in the side of
the height adjustment knobs 72 forcing the height adjustment
knobs 72 into repeatable and deterministic angular orienta-
tions. The height adjustment knob rotations are converted to
linear motion via threads between the male thread 80 and
female thread 81; thus setting the distance between top tray 68
and bottom tray 69. The height adjustment knob 72 is secured
to top tray 68 by way of a wave spring 12 and a retaining ring
10 (see FIG. 26).

In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 25, a height scale 75
allows the user to determine the distance between top tray 68
and bottom tray 69. Setting both adjustment knobs to the
same height ensures that the imaging windows 70 are parallel
and separated by a known distance and are held to strict
tolerances.

The female thread 81 is secured to the bottom tray 69 via
screws 82 (see FIG. 26). Imaging windows 70 made of, for
example, glass or translucent plastic, allow tomographic
imaging of the specimen within the animal holder. The win-
dows are secured to top tray 68 and bottom tray 69 with top
window retainer 76 and bottom window retainer 77.

Fiducial wells 71 along the top of top tray 68 allow data
fusion between the tomographic imaging modalities (see
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FIGS. 24 and 27). Droplets of fluorescent dye or water can be
injected into the fiducial wells 71 for FMT and MR imaging,
respectively. Similarly, other materials can be used as fiducial
markers, including but not limited to organic fluorophores,
inorganic fluorophores, indocyanine dyes, quantum dots, vis-
ible-wavelength fluorophores, infra-red fluorophores, supet-
paramagnetic agents, radioactive agents, and others. These
materials can be provided inliquid form as droplets within the
fiducial wells directly, or as solutions encapsulated in sealed
containers inserted into the fiducial wells, for single-use
imaging or multi-use imaging. These materials can also be
provided in solid form as inserts into the fiducial wells
directly, or encapsulated within sealed containers such as
radioactive-sealing compartments. CT imaging does not
require fluid injections as the fiducial wells can easily be
detected due to the differences in density of the tray and
fiducial well. A more detailed description of multimodality
imaging and data fusion is described below. The animal
holder can be imaged with the top tray up or with the cassette
rotated 180 degrees about the longitudinal axis such that the
bottom tray is up. This allows the user to load the animal in
any orientation (dorsal or ventral) into the cassette. The ani-
mal can be imaged in the cassette dorsally or ventrally as the
cassette is can be imaged in any orientation.

FIG. 27 illustrates contoured edges 113 of the top tray 68,
bottom tray 69, top window retainer 76, and bottom window
retainer 77 to reduce stray light reflections into the numerical
aperture (NA) of the imaging device during reflectance and
tomographic imaging. The contoured edges are shaped to
re-direct the reflected light outside the numerical aperture of
the objective lens or other optical device placed in front of the
detector. As the reflected and re-directed stray light falls out-
side the numerical aperture or acceptance cone of the detector
optics, such stray light will have no (or very limited) disrup-
tive impact on the detection of useful signal, which enhances
the signal-to-noise ratio of the detection technique. FIG. 27
also shows gas pathway 86 through which anesthesia can be
introduced into the holder.

FIG. 28 illustrates one approach for sedating a large animal
via direct connection of gas anesthesia and vacuum to the
animal holder. The gas anesthesia is passed through the
holder via gas pathway 86 and into flexible tubing (not
shown) attached at one end to barbed fitting 83 and attached
at the other end to the animal nose cone 73. The barbed fitting
83 is immobilized in bottom tray 64 by means of set screw 84
and O-ring 85. The nose cone 73 is placed adjacent the ani-
mal’s head and allows gas anesthesia scavenging through the
vacuum line connection. Inhalation or gas anesthesia, such as
isoflurane- or halothane-based anesthesia is a common and
sometimes preferred anesthesia technique in animal-han-
dling environments. An inhalation anesthesia delivery sys-
tem, such as products offered by LEI Medical (Boring,
Oreg.), administers a mixture of the anesthetic gas (for
example, isoflurane) with pure oxygen. The animal usually is
sedated in a sealed induction-chamber. When ready to be
imaged, the anesthetized animal is retrieved from the sealed
induction-chamber and placed in the imaging instrument, for
example, in the animal holder described herein.

As illustrated in FIG. 28, inhalation anesthesia can be
delivered in order to maintain the animal in its sedated state
during imaging. In certain embodiments, such as in the case
of small animal imaging, a nose cone may not be necessary
for gas anesthesia delivery and the animal may receive anes-
thesia directly within a gas-flooded chamber. In certain
embodiments, an animal respiration monitor is used to coor-
dinate optimal image recording conditions with the animal’s
physical state. For example, a pressure transducer can allow
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respiratory gating whereby the imaging device is triggered to
take images only during a particular phase of the respiratory
cycle, minimizing motion artifacts.

FIGS. 29-33 illustrate an animal holder internal docking
station for imaging an animal in the FMT system. As shown in
FIGS. 29-31, the animal holder docking station comprises an
internal docking station top 87 that interfits with docking
station bottom 88. The docking station bottom 88 is coupled
to left mounting leg 91 and right mounting leg 92. Ball spring
plungers 115 (see FIG. 29) engage detents 74 of the animal
holder (see FIG. 25). The plungers connect to the detents to
hold the animal holder in position. The whole bodies of large
animals such as rats can be scanned by changing the position
of the holder within the docking station. The detents mark an
animals position for consistent imaging. Wire tie downs 58
(see FIGS. 20, 29 and 30) serve to secure the wiring and
anesthesia tubing (not shown), which are part of the internal
docking stations. The associated wiring connects heaters 38
and thermostats 39 to the terminal block 48 and electrical
connector 56. The associated tubing connects the anesthesia
port 35 and exhaust port 36 to the anesthesia quick connect 62
and exhaust quick connect 63, respectively.

Docking station top 87 defines a plurality of fiducial well
pass through holes 90, to allow reflectance imaging of the
fiducial wells 71 defined by the animal holder. The anesthesia
can be controlled by anesthesia valve 89. The docking station
comprises a trans-illumination window 93, which permits
imaging of the animal. FIG. 32 shows that the docking station
comprises gas pathway 94 for introducing gas, for example,
anesthesia, into and out of the animal holder IB. The animal
holder is placed into the internal docking station (FIG. 32).
Upon insertion, gas anesthesia is dispensed into the animal
holder and vacuum connected to the exhaust port 36 draws the
anesthesia across the mouse body (FIG. 32).

FIGS. 34-35 illustrate an animal holder docking station for
imaging an animal in an MR system. The animal holder 1A is
placed into a slot defined by the docking station (see F1G. 34).
The docking station comprises an MR animal holder mount
96 which defines a cavity for receiving the animal holder and
counter weight 95. The MR docking station then is placed
concentrically into the MR coil to be imaged. The user can
adjust the depth to which the animal cassette is placed into the
MR coil by sliding the MR depth adjustment 98 and the depth
is noted by MR depth readout 97. There can be provisions to
pass heated air over the animal body in order to prevent
hypothermia from long imaging sessions, along with a gas
anesthesia inlet 99 to keep the animal sedated. Gas block 109
permits the delivery of anesthesia to the holder when the
holder is placed in the adapter. Anesthesia is routed through
tubing (not shown) which is connected to anesthesia inlet 99.
The anesthesia passes through the inlet 99 and gas block 109
to the cavity of the adapter that houses the animal holder
(denoted as IA in FIG. 35).

FIGS. 36-42 depict three different CT mounts (Gamma
Medica, Siemens Inveon, and GE CT) that allow the small
animal holder to mount into three different CT systems. FIG.
36 shows small animal holder IA disposed within a CT mount
containing an adapter tube 100 connected to adapter mount
101 via adapter block 102 that further defines anesthesia inlet
99. The anesthesia system is shown more specifically in FIG.
37 where anesthesia is introduced through anesthesia inlet 99
and passes through gas pass through 103. FIGS. 38 and 39
show the small animal holder IA disposed in adapter tube 100,
which is connected to adapter block 105. The animal holder
can be moved via sliding rail assembly 107 that translates
relative to the adapter mount 106. Anesthesia can be intro-
duced via gas pass through 108. As shown in FIG. 40, the
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animal holder can translate through a plurality of positions
referred to as position 1, position 2, and position 3.

FIGS. 41 and 42 show another CT mount, where animal
holder 1A is placed within adapter tube 100, which is con-
nected to adapter block 110 that contains adapter mount 111.

FIG. 43-48 depict images of a mouse imaged in an animal
holder of the invention. FIG. 43 show an excitation image
(FIG. 43A), a fluorescence image (FIG. 43B), and overlayed
excitation and fluorescence images (FIGS. 43C). The mouse
is shown in animal holder IA, where the fiducial wells are
visible in both the excitation image (FIG. 43A) and the fluo-
rescence image (FIG. 43B). The fluorescence images also
show the fluorescent phantom (see FIGS. 43B and 43C).

FIGS. 44-48 illustrate fused MR and FMT images of a
mouse with a phantom filled with Alexa Fluor 680 (Invitro-
gen, Carlsbad, Calif.) inserted into the mouse’s abdomen.
The excitation and fluorescence images (FIG. 44 and F1G. 45,
respectively), both of which are overlayed with the FMT
dataset, clearly show the location of the fluorescence phan-
tom within the mouse and the fiducial wells. The fluorescence
image was registered with the MR dataset using the fiducial
wells in each dataset to determine the relative locations of the
two datasets, as shown in FIG. 46. Fused images of the FMT
and MR datasets are shown in FIGS. 47-48, which clearly
show the correlation between the FMT and MR data, as
indicated by the co-localization of the phantom in the FMT
reconstruction and the MR scan. The images demonstrate that
the animal holder can be used to facilitate imaging across
multiple modalities and to facilitate co-registration of the
resulting images.

FIG. 49 is a flow chart illustrating the process of fusing two
or more datasets from the tomographic imaging systems.
Instructions for an exemplary multimodality imaging session
include: (1) placing the animal into the animal holder, (2)
imaging the animal in a tomographic system once fiducial
wells have been filled with appropriate marker (if needed), (3)
exporting the reconstructed tomographic image using rel-
evant software, and (4) repeating steps 2 and 3 for each
modality the user is interested in. Once all the datasets have
been collected, the user then can fuse the datasets via software
such as Amira (Visage Imaging, Carlsbad, Calif.) (see FIG.
50). If the dataset is an FMT dataset, the user can compute the
center of mass of at least two fiducial wells from the reflec-
tance images, giving the x and y locations of each fiducial.
The z location of the fiducial can be computed from the
adjustment knob height and knowing the fiducial well offsets
within the animal holder. If the dataset is from an MR or CT
system, the center of mass of at least three fiducial wells can
be found in the tomographic data, giving their x,y,z coordi-
nates. To fuse the datasets, an affine transformation (scale and
rotate) is applied to all but one dataset such that the x,y,z
locations match. In one embodiment, the user can apply a
least squares error fitting scheme to compute the appropriate
affine transformation. Once the datasets have been scaled and
aligned properly then they can be displayed, for example, as
shown in FIGS. 47 and 48.

As depicted in FIG. 50, when registering an FMT dataset
with that from another modality, a first step in the co-regis-
tration process is the extraction of centers of mass (COM) of
a plurality of fiducial markers. As these fiducial markers are
imaged in reflectance, the location of the centers of mass can
be computed based on an optical reflectance image, as part of
the FMT acquisition. The optical reflectance image, FMT
tomographic dataset, and other modality tomographic dataset
can then be co-registered. It is also possible to import this
same fiducial information into the FMT tomographic recon-
structed dataset directly and integrate the fiducial marker
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information within the voxel mesh. One of the benefits of
such an approach includes eliminating one step in the general
process of fusing FMT and other modality datasets together,
so that only two datasets (FMT and other modality) need to be
co-registered instead of three.

FIG. 51 shows an exemplary animal holder I having con-
toured edges 22 of the top tray and the bottom tray to reduce
stray light reflections into the numerical aperture (NA) 116 of
the imaging device, which as shown includes lens 117 and
camera 118, during reflectance and tomographic imaging.
During trans-illumination imaging, the incoming light 119
passes through the animal and diffuses through the animal
tissue. The diffusion process scatters the light in random
directions resulting in the scattered light 120 emanating from
the mouse tissue in all directions. The stray light emanating
from the animal preferably is reflected away from the camera
in order to reduce their effects upon the automatic camera
exposure settings. As shown in FIG. 51, the stray light ema-
nating from the animal or from around the animal hits the
contoured edges of the animal holder, which re-direct the
reflected light outside the numerical aperture of the objective
lens or other optical device placed in front of the detector. As
the reflected and re-directed stray light falls outside the
numerical aperture or acceptance cone of the detector optics,
such stray light will have little or no disruptive impact on the
detection of useful signal, which enhances the signal to noise
ratio of the detection technique.

EXAMPLE 1
Multi-modality Imaging using the Animal Holder

An example of multi-modality imaging is depicted in
FIGS. 46-48. Alexa Fluor 680 (AF 680) dye (Invitrogen,
Carlsbad, Calif.) was dissolved in water and injected into a
plastic imaging phantom. The imaging phantom was surgi-
cally inserted subcutaneously into the thoracic cavity of an
adult NU/NU mouse (Charles River Laboratories, Wilming-
ton, Mass.). The mouse then was placed into an animal holder
of the invention and secured for imaging before the entire
cassette was placed inside an FMT2500 imaging system
(VisEn Medical, Inc., Bedford, Mass.). Free dye dissolved in
water (AF 680) was injected into the fiducial wells of the
animal holder. An FMT imaging dataset was collected and
subsequent reconstruction was performed using software
included in the FMT2500. The animal holder containing the
same mouse then was placed inside a 7 Tesla Bruker MR
system (Bruker BioSpin, Billerica, Mass.) and an MR dataset
was collected using Paravision 4 acquisition software. Fusion
of the FMT and MR datasets was performed using Amira
software (Visage Imaging, Carlsbad, Calif)). This demon-
strates the use of an animal holder of the invention for per-
forming multi-modality experiments on the same animal and
co-registering the resulting imaging data to produce an accu-
rate composite image.

Incorporation By Reference

The teachings of all the references, patents and patent
applications cited herein are expressly incorporated by refer-
ence herein in their entirety for all purposes.

The text of the following documents is incorporated herein
by reference and this subject matter may be applied in the
embodiments described herein: U.S. Pat. No. 6,615,063; U.S.
Patent Application Publication No. US2004/0015062; Inter-
national (PCT) Patent Application Publication No. WOO03/
102558; International (PCT) Patent Application Publication
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No. W02004/072906; and International (PCT) Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. WO2007/111669.

Equivalents

While the invention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to specific preferred embodiments,
it should be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes in form and detail may be made therein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined
by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A portable animal holder configured for use in one or
more in vivo imaging systems, the portable animal holder
comprising:

a first frame and a first imaging window, wherein the first

imaging window is secured to the first frame;

a second frame and a second imaging window, wherein

the second imaging window is secured to the second
frame, and

each of'the first imaging window and the second imaging
window is composed of a material transparent to elec-
tromagnetic radiation; and

an adjustment mechanism to adjust a spacing between the

first imaging window and the second imaging window,

wherein

the adjustment mechanism is configured, upon adjust-
ment, to maintain substantial parallelism between the
first imaging window and the second imaging win-
dow,

such that the first frame and the second frame are only
connected to each other via the adjustment mecha-
nism, thereby maintaining a gap between the first
frame and the second frame, and

the portable animal holder is configured, upon adjust-
ment, to prevent movement of the animal positioned
between the first frame and the second frame during
imaging of the animal in the one or more in vivo
imaging systems;

wherein, upon positioning of the animal,

a first portion of the animal is flush to the first imaging
window,

a second portion of the animal is flush to the second
imaging window, and

the animal is arranged such that electromagnetic radia-
tion can pass through the first imaging window, the
animal, and the second imaging window during in
vivo imaging.

2. The portable animal holder of claim 1, wherein each of
said imaging windows permits transmission therethrough of
at least one member selected from a group consisting of
X-rays, gamma rays, positron rays, visible light, near-infra-
red light, radio waves, micro-waves, tetra-hertz radiation,
infrared light, and ultraviolet light.

3. The portable animal holder of claim 1, wherein the
material is selected from a group consisting of glass, acrylic,
resin, and plastic.

4. The portable animal holder of claim 1, wherein each of
said imaging windows comprises an antireflective coating.

5. The portable animal holder of claim 1, wherein each of
said frames comprises polyoxymethylene, acrylonitrile buta-
diene styrene (ABS), or other plastic.

6. The portable animal holder of claim 1, wherein said
animal holder is composed of non-metallic material.

7. The animal holder of claim 1, wherein said imaging
windows are parallel, thereby providing two planar boundary
conditions for three-dimensional image reconstruction of at
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least a portion of said animal upon positioning of said animal
between said parallel imaging windows.

8. The portable animal holder of claim 1, said animal
holder further comprising at least one of (a) a plurality of
fiducial markers and (b) a plurality of wells adapted to accom-
modate fiducial markers.

9. The portable animal holder of claim 8, wherein said
animal holder is configured to permit transport of said animal
within said animal holder as a rigid body or pseudo-rigid body
from a first imaging location to a second, different imaging
location, said fiducial markers allowing co-registration of
data sets obtained at said first and said second imaging loca-
tions.

10. The portable animal holder of claim 9, wherein at least
a subset of said fiducial markers is detectable by both a first
imaging modality and a second imaging modality.

11. The portable animal holder of claim 10, wherein said
first imaging modality is performed with said animal at said
first imaging location and said second imaging modality is
performed with said animal at said second imaging location.

12. The portable animal holder of claim 10, wherein said
first imaging modality and said second imaging modality are
each selected from a group consisting of magnetic resonance,
X-ray, X-ray computed tomography, nuclear, positron emis-
sion tomography (PET), single photon emission computed
tomography (SPECT), ultrasound, fluorescence, fluores-
cence tomography, and bioluminescence imaging.

13. The portable animal holder of claim 10, wherein said
first and said second imaging modalities comprise two mem-
bers selected from a group consisting of fluorescence molecu-
lar tomography (FMT), magnetic resonance (MR), and X-ray
computed tomography (CT).

14. The portable animal holder of claim 10, wherein one of
said first and said second imaging modalities is fluorescence
molecular tomography (FMT) imaging and the other of said
first and said second imaging modalities is magnetic reso-
nance (MR) imaging or X-ray computed tomography (CT)
imaging.

15. The portable animal holder of claim 10, wherein at least
one of said fiducial markers comprises one or more members
selected from a group consisting of a fluorescent compound,
a gamma emitting compound, a positron emitting compound,
a silicon polymer, and a metal.

16. The portable animal holder of claim 8, wherein the
plurality of wells are configured to accept insertion of a solid
or liquid marker substance therein to provide said plurality of
fiducial markers.

17. The portable animal holder of claim 8, wherein at least
one of said fiducial markers comprises one or more members
selected from a group consisting of an organic fluorophore, an
inorganic fluorophore, indocyanine dye, quantum dots, a vis-
ible-wavelength fluorophore, an infra-red fluorophore, a
superparamagnetic agent, and a radioactive agent.

18. The portable animal holder of claim 1, further compris-
ing an inlet for delivery of anesthesia to said animal.

19. The portable animal holder of claim 1, further compris-
ing a heater for maintaining said animal within a given tem-
perature range during a period of time comprising at least one
of (a) before imaging and (b) during imaging.

20. The portable animal holder of claim 1, wherein each of
said frames comprises one or more contoured edges for
reducing stray light reflection.

21. The portable animal holder of claim 1, said animal
holder configured for placement within a docking station,
wherein the docking station is configured for delivery to the
animal, prior to imaging, of at least one of anesthesia and heat.
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22. The animal holder of claim 1, further comprising an
inlet for delivery of anesthesia to said animal.

23. A method of imaging a region within an animal, the
method comprising:

administering to an animal a probe comprising a fluoro-

phore;

positioning said animal in relation to a portable animal

holder comprising a first frame comprising a first imag-
ing window, and
a second frame comprising a second imaging window,
wherein
each of the first imaging window and the second imaging
window is composed of a material that permits trans-
mission of electromagnetic radiation therethrough;
securing said animal between said frames, thereby prevent-
ing substantial movement of said animal during imag-
ing, and thereby providing two planar boundary condi-
tions, wherein
securing said animal between said frames comprises
adjusting a spacing between the first frame and the
second frame such that a first portion of the animal is
flush to the first imaging window and a second portion
of the animal is flush to the second imaging window,
and
the animal is positioned between the first frame and the
second frame, wherein the first frame and the second
frame are only connected to each other via the adjust-
ment mechanism such that a gap exists between the
first frame and the second frame,
and
an adjustment mechanism functions to maintain par-
allel separation between the first imaging window
and the second imaging window;
positioning said animal holder within a fluorescence
molecular tomography (FMT) imaging device config-
ured to accept said animal holder;
directing excitation light, through an imaging window of
said animal holder, into said animal at multiple locations
to transilluminate at least a portion of said animal;

detecting fluorescent light emitted from the probe within
said animal and transmitted through the opposite imag-
ing window of said animal holder; and

processing data corresponding to said detected emitted

fluorescent light to provide a tomographic representa-
tion of said region within said animal, wherein said two
planar boundary conditions are used in providing said
tomographic representation.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein said portable animal
holder comprises a plurality of fiducial markers and wherein
the method further comprises:

detecting locations of said plurality of fiducial markers in

relation to said animal while said animal holder is within
said FMT imaging device;
positioning said animal holder within a non-FMT imaging
device configured to accept said animal holder;

obtaining image data from at least a portion of said animal
with said non-FMT imaging device and detecting loca-
tions of said plurality of fiducial markers in relation to
said animal while said animal holder is within said non-
FMT imaging device; and

co-registering said tomographic representation obtained
using said FMT imaging device with image data
obtained using said non-FMT imaging device to pro-
duce a composite image of said region within said ani-
mal.
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25. The method of claim 24, wherein said non-FMT imag-
ing device is a magnetic resonance (MR) imaging device or an
X-ray computed tomography (CT) device.

26. The method of claim 24, wherein co-registering said
tomographic representation comprises co-registering said s
tomographic representation obtained using said FMT imag-
ing device with said image data obtained using said non-FMT
imaging device using one or more affine transformations.

27. The method of claim 24, wherein at least one of said
plurality of fiducial markers comprises one or more members
selected from a group consisting of a fluorescent compound,
a gamma emitting compound, a positron emitting compound,
a silicon polymer, and a metal.

28. The method of claim 24, wherein said animal holder
comprises a plurality of wells for insertion of a solid or liquid
marker substance therein to provide said fiducial markers.

29. The method of claim 24, wherein at least one of said
plurality of fiducial markers comprises one or more members
selected from a group consisting of an organic fluorophore, an
inorganic fluorophore, indocyanine dye, quantum dots, a vis-
ible-wavelength fluorophore, an infra-red fluorophore, a
superparamagnetic agent, and a radioactive agent.

30. A method of imaging a region within an animal, the
method comprising:

positioning an animal between a first frame and a second

frame of a portable animal holder, wherein

the first frame comprises a first imaging window, and

the second frame comprises a second imaging window,
wherein

each of the first imaging window and the second imaging

window is composed of a material that permits transmis-
sion of electromagnetic radiation therethrough;
securing said animal between said frames, thereby prevent-
ing substantial movement of said animal during imaging
and thereby permitting transport of said animal within
said animal holder as a rigid body or pseudo-rigid body,
wherein securing said animal between said frames com-
prises adjusting a spacing between the first frame and the
second frame such that a first portion of the animal is
flush to the first imaging window and a second portion of
the animal is flush to the second imaging window,
wherein
the animal is positioned between the first frame and the
second frame, wherein the first frame and the second
frame are only connected to each other via the adjust-
ment mechanism such that a gap exists between the
first frame and the second frame;
positioning said animal holder within a first imaging
device configured to accept said animal holder;,
obtaining image data using said first imaging device;
removing said animal holder from said first imaging device
and positioning said animal holder within a second
imaging device configured to accept said animal holder;
obtaining image data using said second imaging device;
and 55
co-registering image data obtained from said first imaging
device and said second imaging device to produce a
composite image of a region within said animal.

31. The method of claim 30, wherein co-registering said
image data comprises co-registering said image data using
one or more affine transformations.

32. The method of claim 30, wherein said animal holder
comprises a plurality of fiducial markers, wherein said
method comprises detecting a position of each of one or more
of said fiducial markers, and wherein co-registering said
image data comprises co-registering said image data using
one or more of said fiducial markers.
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33. The method of claim 30, further comprising, after
securing said animal between said frames:

positioning the portable animal holder within a docking
station configured to receive said portable animal holder,
wherein positioning said animal holder within said first
imaging device comprises positioning said docking sta-
tion within said first imaging device; and

delivering anesthesia to said animal while the docking
station is positioned within said first imaging device.

34. The method of claim 33, wherein said docking station
comprises a slot configured to receive the portable animal
holder.

35. A system for imaging a region within an animal, com-
prising:

a portable animal holder comprising:

a first tray comprising a first imaging window;

a second tray comprising a second imaging window,
wherein each of the first imaging window and the
second imaging window is composed of a material
transparent to electromagnetic radiation; and

an adjustment mechanism to adjust a spacing between
the first tray and the second tray, wherein the first tray
and the second tray are only connected to each other
via the adjustment mechanism, wherein
the adjustment mechanism is configured, upon adjust-

ment, to maintain substantial parallelism between
the first tray and the second tray, and
the portable animal holder is configured, upon adjust-
ment, to prevent movement of an animal positioned
between the first tray and the second tray during
imaging of the animal in an imaging chamber; and
adocking station comprising an anesthesia plenum, at least
one window composed of material transparent to elec-
tromagnetic radiation, and a slot, wherein

the slot is configured to replaceably accept the animal
holder, and

upon positioning of the portable animal holder within
the docking station, anesthesia is delivered to the ani-
mal via the anesthesia plenum;

wherein, upon positioning of the animal within the animal
holder,

a first portion of the animal is flush to the first imaging
window,

a second portion of the animal is flush to the second
imaging window, and

the animal is arranged such that electromagnetic radia-
tion can pass through the first imaging window, the
animal, and the second imaging window during in
vivo imaging within the imaging chamber, thereby
providing two planar boundary conditions and facili-
tating tomographic reconstruction using data
obtained during in vivo imaging of the animal.

36. The system of claim 35, wherein the docking station is
configured to be releasably received within an aperture of the
imaging chamber.

37. The system of claim 35, wherein the docking station
comprises:

a sealable door wherein, upon positioning of the animal
holder within the docking station, the sealable door is
configured to seal the animal holder within the docking
station; and

an exhaust port, wherein a vacuum connected to the
exhaust port draws anesthesia supplied via the anesthe-
sia plenum across the animal.
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