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1
PORTABLE BREATH ANALYSER
APPARATUS

INVENTION BACKGROUND

This Invention relates to the general field of portable breath
analyzing devices.

More specifically, the Invention is centered on a portable
breath analyzing device using emission of a pulsated infrared
radiation.

Such portable breath analyzing devices generally include a
rechargeable power supply unit, a device to emit the pulsated
infrared radiation, an infrared receiver, and a measuring ves-
sel, in which the fluid circulates.

At present, there are many sorts of breath analyzing
devices. Most are not portable, and are either based on the use
of infrared emission, or on other measuring principles.

However, there are portable breath analyzing devices, but
none of the known devices use infrared emission.

It is here noted that a portable breath analyzing device is
defined by its accuracy, and the reproducibility of its mea-
surements. Thus, the OIML R126 International Standard
defines a breath analyser as having amaximum possible error,
positive or negative, of 0.007 mg/LL for any concentration
below 0.400 mg/L, a maximum possible error, positive or
negative, of 1.75% of the measured concentration for any
concentration greater or equal to 0.400 mg/L. and below or
equal to 2.000 mg/L, and a maximum permissible error, posi-
tive or negative, of 6% of the measured concentration for any
concentration over 2.000 mg/L.

The use of an infrared radiation is not contemplated in
portable devices, since one considers that optical paths of
lengths over the admitted size for portable devices are neces-

sary.

PURPOSE AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

Thus, this Invention’s main goal is to eliminate prejudices
and limitations resulting from to known devices, by offering
a portable breath analyzing device in which the emission
device includes a heating element, whose power is between
60 mW and 130 mW; the measuring vessel includes a metallic
tube with an interior diameter between 5 and 12 mm, with a
length between 140 mm and 220 mm and whose interior
surface is polished and coated with a deposit that reflects at
least the infrared radiation of wavelengths that are between
(9, 10u) and at each end of the tube, a nozzle comprising a
cone-shaped section intended to be placed in the tube axis,
and whose opening angle is between 8° and 30°. Per the
Invention, the infrared emission device is placed on the lon-
gitudinal axis of the tube, at the level of one of the nozzles,
and the receiver is placed on the longitudinal axis, at the level
of the other nozzle. Furthermore, the tube is equipped with
heating means, which are able to bring the tube to a tempera-
ture above 39° Celsius.

Indeed, the inventors discovered that such dimensions for
the measuring vessel and its extremities yielded accuracies
per OIML recommendations, with the use of a pulsated infra-
red source presenting a power between 60 mW and 130 mW,
which is compatible with the energy autonomy of the device,
while adhering to the general dimensions admitted for por-
table devices.

The combined use of a nozzle with a cone-shaped section
notonly allows maximum retrieval of the radiation emitted by
the infrared emission devices, but also creation of multiple
optical paths, whose length is widely over the tube length. The
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existence of such optical paths is allowed by the reflective
feature of the walls of the tube and of the cone-shaped section
in the nozzles.

The multiplication of optical paths allows sufficient quan-
tity of rays to penetrate a sufficient quantity of fluid and thus
obtain the typical gaps as defined by OIML recommenda-
tions.

According to advantageous features, the heating means
include a coiled element on the external surface of the tube.

With such feature, it is possible to maintain the tube at a
superior temperature, and thus avoid any form of condensa-
tion on the inner walls of the latter during the circulation of
the breath fluid which reaches an approximate temperature of
34° Celsius.

Such implementation of heating means allows a minimum
energy use to heat the tube.

According to a preferential feature, the interior diameter of
the tube is between 6 and 8 mm.

Preferably also, the length of the tube is between 160 and
200 mm.

Advantageously, the angular opening of the nozzles’ cone-
shaped section Is between 7° and 30°, even more preferably
between 8° and 17°.

These features allow optimisation of the optical paths’
lengths in the tube, while ensuring sufficient luminous quan-
tity arrives to the end of the tube, opposite the emission
device.

Advantageously, theinfrared receptor is a pyroelectric sen-
SOt

According to a preferential feature in the Invention, the
emission device includes at least one power supply module,
capable of providing a pulsated current that is reproducible at
a planned pulsating frequency, as well as an emission module
made of'a substrate on which is placed a layer or a filament of
conductive material, serving as a heating element to be pow-
ered by the pulsated current; said conductive layer or filament
is coated with a layer that is able to transmit heat; on top is
placed a thin layer of at least one semi-conductive material.

This preferred feature is an example of the Invention,
which is particularly advantageous in a context of device
portability, when the conductive layer is powered by pulsated
current provided by the power module. Indeed, such an infra-
red emission device is particularly economical in energy, and
this works particularly well with the use of batteries that
enable energy autonym for the device.

Known pulsated infrared sources are generally made up of
a continuous infrared source, associated with a rotating ele-
ment, allowing to periodically hide this source, so as to pro-
duce a reproducible periodical alternative signal. Such a
rotating element is usually called a “chopper”. The use of
suich a rotating element involves implementation of a motor
that is capable of providing a constant and totally regular
rotation movement, so as to ensure the reproducibility of
infrared radiation impulses. The implementation of such a
motor involves substantial bulk, as well as the presence of an
energy source that is sufficient to operate it, which is not
necessarily the case when batteries are used.

With the Invention’s preferred feature, implementation of
such motor is avoided; which facilitates realization of a por-
table breath analyzing device according to the Invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DESIGNS

This Invention’s other features and advantages will be
highlighted by the description below, in reference to de
attached design which illustrates an example of realization,
without any limitation.
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FIG. 1 represents essential elements of a portable breath
analyzing device per the Invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A REALIZATION
MODE

FIG. 1 represents an example of realization of the essential
parts in a portable breath analyzing device per the invention.

In this device, the measuring vessel is delineated by a tube
10, at which ends are nozzles 11 and 12. On the preferential
realisation on FIG. 1, the tube length is equal to 16 mm for a
6 mm diameter.

According to the Invention, the tube is metallic, equipped
with an element [not illustrated], which is coiled around tube
10. The presence of this element, which is directly placed on
tube 10, helps perform a very quick heating ofthe tube 10, and
therefore of the measuring vessel 1, to allow rapid measuring
without substantial wait time for the user.

The nozzle 11 carries an infrared transmitter 2, which is
connected to a power supply module [not illustrated] on FIG.
1. Advantageously, the infrared transmitter 2 is equipped with
a transmitter cone 3.

The nozzle 12 has a receptive cell 15. The receptive cell 15
is advantageously a pyroelectric sensor. This type of compo-
nent helps detect thermal radiations in the far spectrum from
3 um.

Both the transmitter 2 and the receiver 15 are equipped
with an optical window, 16 and 17 respectively. These optical
windows 16 and 17, associated with O-rings 16' and 17', help
set waterproofness between the measuring vessel 1 itself, and
the electronic elements for emission 2 and of reception 15 of
the infrared radiation. Windows 16 and 17 are advantageously
made out of a material that lets the infrared through, for
example barium fluoride, which transmission coefficient is
over 90%.

Advantageously, the pyroelectric sensor 15 will be
equipped with a filter that only lets through the wavelength
that corresponds to the alcohol consumption. The optical
window 17 in front of the pyroelectric sensor 15 may have a
filter that lets through wavelengths of the consumption
through OH liaison.

The measurement system per the Invention works in opti-
cal monopath. Nozzles 11 and 12 include a tubular entry
structure of the sample 13, and a tubular exit structure of the
sample 14 respectively. These tubular structures 13 and 14 are
advantageously connected to a pumping system, ensuring
circulation of the sample blown by the user of the portable
breath analyzing device.

Each of the nozzles 11 and 12 presents a cone-shaped
structure, whose angular opening is equal to 12.5°. This cone-
shaped structure in the nozzles 11 and 12 helps increase the
number of optical paths for the infrared radiations that reflect
on the inner surface of the tube.

This angular feature of the nozzles’ interior 11 and 12 does
allow a multiplication of optical paths, while keeping a lim-
ited length for the whole measurement device.

The choice of an angular opening for the nozzles 11 and 12
is a compromise between the multiplication of optical paths
in the measurement vessel, and the loss in absorption on the
optical paths.

Indeed, if the optical paths are too long, it is proven that
infrared energy is lost in a significant proportion, which
harms the measure accuracy.

However, the path length is important, since it will deter-
mine the accuracy for the consumption measurement by gas
in the breath fluid.
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The cone-shaped structures in the nozzles 11 and 12 as well
as the inside of tube 10, show surfaces of a metrological
quality.

Preferential dimensions of a measuring vessel per the
Invention result from research into a signal to maximize noise
ratio, taking into account energy losses connected to the
length of the optical paths obtained.

With the structure as described in FIG. 1, 20% of infrared
energy circulates without being reflected in the measuring
vessel, while 80% of this energy bounces on walls.

Dimensions as defined by the Invention help obtain an
optimum between the quantity of partial gas molecules
encountered by the infrared radiation, and the quantity of
infrared light obtained at the end of the path.

Thus, the combination involving the choice of a diameter,
the choice of a length of the vessel, and the angular opening
for the internal surface of the nozzles, helps obtain a behav-
iour optimum from the perspective of the measure, regarding
a predetermined power of infrared emission.

Also, it is known that the pyroelectric effect is translated by
modifications of the natural polarisation of the ferroelectric
element in the sensor, which is a crystal. The absorption of
thermal radiation also matches a temperature variation, and is
translated by the appearance of electrical loads on the surface.

However, at a constant temperature, the distribution of
alternating load must be neutralised by free electrons and
surface potential, so that no potential difference is measured.

However, should the temperature be rapidly modified, the
timing of internal dipoles will change, which is translated by
the appearance of a transitory potential difference.

Thus, the infrared irradiation source must not be constant
in intensity, so as to generate variations of polarisation and to
allow radiation sensing.

The emission of infrared may thus be performed using a
continuous infrared source, associated with a rotating ele-
ment that periodically hides this source, so as to produce a
reproducible periodical alternative signal.

However, it was previously mentioned that the use of such
a source of pulsated infrared requires considerable energy,
which is generally not available in portable devices that oper-
ate with batteries.

Also, in the Invention’s preferred realisation, the infrared
transmitter 2 is composed of an electronic component that
emits reproducible impulses in the spectral interval (9 um, 10
um) including at least one power supply module that can
provide a reproducible pulsated current at a planned pulsation
frequency, and an emission module composed of a flat sub-
strate, on which is placed a thin layer of at least one semi-
conductive material; the conductive layer is powered with
pulsated current from a power module.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device for receiving a breath sample, the device com-

prising:

ametallic tube for receiving the breath sample, the metallic
tube having an interior diameter between 5 and 12 mm,
a length between 140 mm and 220 mm and an interior
surface that reflects at least the infrared radiation of
wavelengths that are between (9, 10u);

at each end of the metallic tube a nozzle comprising a
cone-shaped section placed in the tube axis, and whose
opening angle is between 8° and 30°;

a device for emitting pulsated radiation, the device being
placed on the longitudinal axis of the tube, at the level of
one of the nozzles;

an infrared receiver placed on the longitudinal axis of the
tube, at the level of the other nozzle; and
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aheating element adapted to bring the tube to a temperature

above 39° Celsius.

2. A device according to claim 1, wherein the heating
element includes a coiled element on the external surface of
the tube. 5

3. A device according to claim 1, wherein the tube has an
inner diameter between 6 mm and 8 mm.

4. A device according to claim 1, wherein the tube length is
between 160 mm and 200 mm.

5. A device according to claim 1, wherein the angular 10
opening of the cone-shaped sections of the nozzles is between
7° and 30°.

6. A device according to claim 5, wherein the angular
opening of the cone-shaped sections of the nozzles is between
8% and 17°. 15

7. A device according to claim 1 having a pyroelectric
sensor as an infrared receptor.

8. A device according to claim 7 having an emission device
that includes at least one power supply module, capable of
providing a pulsated current that is reproducible at a planned 20
pulsating frequency, as well as an emission module made of a
substrate on which is placed a layer or a filament of conduc-
tive material, serving as a heating element to be powered by
the pulsated current, wherein said conductive layer or fila-
ment is coated with a layer that is able to transmit heat; ontop 25
is placed a thin layer of at least one semi-conductive material;
and the conductive layer is powered by the pulsated current
provided by the power supply module.
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