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1
AUXILIARY CONTROLS FOR INFANT CARE
APPARATUS

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to an infant care apparatus.
More specifically, the present disclosure relates to auxiliary
controls for the infant care apparatus.

An infant care apparatus is used in the care of infants,
particularly neonates in order to provide a controlled envi-
ronment within which the infant is contained to promote the
wellbeing of the infant. The infant care apparatus defines a
microenvironment that surrounds the infant patient. The
infant care apparatus operates to control environmental con-
ditions of the microenvironment, such as oxygen, tempera-
ture, humidity, and light in such a manner as to promote the
health and wellbeing of the infant patient.

An infant care apparatus may also provide a physical or
other environmental barrier such that the microenvironment
is sterile or partially sterile in order to reduce the risks of
infection to the infant patient.

BRIEF DISCLOSURE

A non-limiting exemplary embodiment of an infant care
station includes a horizontal surface configured to support an
infant patient where at least one wall extends generally ver-
tically from the horizontal surface. The horizontal surface and
at least one wall define a microenvironment configured to
extend about the infant patient. A touch-sensitive display is
mounted to the care station at a location external to the
microenvironment. A processor operates the touch-sensitive
display to present a graphical user interface. The auxiliary
input device is located within the microenvironment and is
communicatively connected to the processor. The auxiliary
input device is configured for operation by clinician to inter-
act with the graphical user interface presented by the touch-
sensitive display.

A further non-limiting exemplary embodiment of an infant
care station maintains environmental conditions about an
infant patient. A horizontal surface is configured to support
the infant patient. At least one wall extends generally verti-
cally from the horizontal surface. A canopy is positioned
above the horizontal surface and extends generally parallel to
the horizontal surface. A microenvironment is defined by the
horizontal surface, the canopy and at least one wall. A touch-
sensitive display is mounted to the infant care station at a
location external to the microenvironment. A processot is
communicatively connected to the touch-sensitive display
and configured to operate a touch-sensitive display to present
a touch-sensitive graphical user interface. An auxiliary input
device is positioned within the microenvironment and is com-
municatively connected to the processor. Upon activation of
the auxiliary input device, the processor presents a cursor in
the touch-sensitive graphical user interface and the auxiliary
input device controls the cursor within the touch-sensitive
graphical user interface to interact with the graphical user
interface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an environmental view that depicts an exemplary
embodiment of an infant care station.

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary embodiment of an infant care
station.

FIG. 3 depicts an alternative exemplary embodiment of an
infant care station.
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FIG. 4 depicts an exemplary system diagram of aspects of
an infant care station.

FIG. 5 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a graphical
user interface.

FIG. 6 depicts an alternative exemplary embodiment of a
graphical user interface.

DETAILED DISCLOSURE

FIG. 1 depicts an environmental view of an infant care
station 10. The infant care station 10 is depicted in this
embodiment as an incubator; however, it will be recognized
and understood from the disclosure and examples given
herein that alternative embodiments of the infant care station
10 may include, but are not limited to, a hybrid warmer/
incubator apparatus.

The infant care station 10 includes a mobile base 12 such
that the infant care station 10 can be moved about a medical
care facility, exemplarily into a neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU) 14. In the embodiment depicted in FIG. 1, the infant
care station 10 is communicatively connected to a NICU
workstation 16 that in embodiments provide additional func-
tionality and data connections to the infant care station 10.
The NICU workstation 16 can include a graphical display 18
that presents patient information to a clinician. As detailed
herein, the graphical display 18 may be a touch-sensitive
graphical display.

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary embodiment of an infant care
station in which the infant care station is an incubator 20. The
incubator 20 includes a horizontal surface 22 that is config-
ured to support an infant patient (not depicted). It is to be
understood that the incubator 20 may have the ability or
control to move, rotate, or incline the horizontal surface 22;
however, it will be understood that the horizontal surface 22
will generally remain horizontal such as to minimize move-
ment of the infant patient within the incubator 20 due to
gravity.

One or more walls 24 extend generally vertically from the
horizontal surface 22. In the embodiment depicted in FIG. 1
of the incubator 20, four walls extend vertically from the
horizontal surface 22 to define the rectangular shape of the
incubator 20. However, it will be understood that in alterna-
tive embodiments, various numbers of walls 24 may be used
to define the incubator into various geometric shapes which
may include, but are not limited to, circles or hexagons. The
incubator 20 further includes a canopy 26 that extends over
the horizontal surface 22. In some embodiments, as depicted
in FIG. 2, the canopy 26 may include multiple components or
surfaces, or, as depicted in FIG. 1, the canopy may be curved
or domed in shape.

While the incubator of FIG. 2 is depicted with the horizon-
tal surface 22, walls 24, and canopy 26 being integrally con-
nected, it will be understood that in alternative embodiments,
including those described in greater detail herein, the hori-
zontal surface 22, walls 24, and canopy 26 may be individual
components that also may be moveable with respect to each
other.

The horizontal surface 22, walls 24, and canopy 26 define
a microenvironment 28 contained within these structures.
The incubator 20 is configured such that the microenviron-
ment 28 surrounds the infant patient (not depicted) such that
the infant patient is only exposed to a controlled combination
of environmental conditions selected by a clinician to pro-
mote the health and wellbeing of the infant patient.

The incubator 20 includes a base 30 that houses a convec-
tive heater 32. The convective heater 32 is operated as dis-
closed herein such that air is drawn into the incubator 20, at
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which point the air may be filtered or sterilized in another
manner, including the use of UV light before being passed by
heating coils (not depicted) to heat the air to a target or set
point temperature. The sterilized and heated air is blown into
the microenvironment 28 through vents 34 which, in an
embodiment, are arranged along the walls 24. As is also
known, the air may be entrained with supplemental gasses
such as oxygen or may have added humidity such as to control
these conditions within the microenvironment 28.

The walls 24 further include arm ports 36 that permit a
clinician access into the microenvironment 28. While facili-
tating clinician access to the microenvironment 28, the arm
ports 36, or the hands/arms of the clinician reaching into the
microenvironment 28 through the arm ports 36, can be a
source of introducing bacterial or viral contamination into the
microenvironment. This can create an infection risk to the
infant patient. Therefore in use, a hospital or medical care
facility may have sanitary requirements such as, but not lim-
ited to, washing with antibacterial soap, use of gloves or other
forms of hand sanitizing by the clinician before accessing the
microenvironment 28 through the arm ports 36. As previously
described, some embodiments of the incubator 20 may align
the vents 34 along the walls 24 in such a manner as to produce
vertical jets of air along the walls 24. These vertical jets of air
further create a barrier across the arm ports 36 against trans-
mission of viral or bacterial contaminants through the arm
ports 36 from outside the microenvironment 28. It has been
observed that these requirements can present a problem to a
clinician who accesses the microenvironment only to deter-
mine that an adjustment or control of an incubator feature or
functionis needed, requiring use of non-sterile control equip-
ment.

Embodiments of the incubator 20 further include a pedestal
38 connected to the base 30. The pedestal 38 includes
mechanical components (not depicted), which may include,
but are not limited to, servo motors, rack and pinion systems,
or screw gear mechanisms that are operable by foot pedals 40
to raise or lower the base 30, effectively raising or lowering
the position of the infant patient (not depicted) in relation to
the clinician. As previously disclosed, the incubator 20 may
be moveable by wheels or casters 42 connected to the pedestal
38.

The exemplary embodiment ofthe incubator 20 depicted in
FIG. 2 includes a graphical display 44 that is mounted to a
wall 24 or the canopy 26 of the incubator 20 at a position
external to the microenvironment 28. The graphical display
44 is operated by a processor (not depicted) to present a
graphical user interface (GUI) 46. A non-limiting example of
which is depicted in FIG. 5. In an embodiment, the graphical
display 44 is a touch-sensitive graphical display and the GUI
46 is configured to specifically respond to inputs made by a
clinician received through the touch-sensitive graphical dis-
play. During normal operation, the touch-sensitive graphical
display 44 and touch-sensitive configured GUI 46 are used to
control various functions of the incubator 20. With reference
to FIG. 5, the GUI 46 presents a variety of information, such
as the air temperature 48 and an alarm indication 50.

Non-limiting examples of the alarms that may be presented
at 50 can include, but are not limited to, threshold indications
for physiological parameters such as tachycardia, bradicar-
dia, excessive or insufficient respiration rate, excessive or
insufficient temperature or disconnection of a physiological
monitoring sensor. The GUI 46 further presents the tempera-
ture of the infant patient 52. The GUI 46 further presents a
variety of controls such as, but not limited to, control of the air
boost 54, which in an embodiment refers to the aforemen-
tioned jets of air provided along the walls 24 by the vents 34.
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The supplemental oxygen 56 operation of a scale function 60
and a presentation of measured patient trends 62. In embodi-
ments, the patient trends 62 may present various physiologi-
cal measurements obtained from the infant patient over time.
The physiological measurements may include, but are not
limited to, temperature, respiration rate, nutrition, weight or
other information as may be recognized by one skilled in the
art.

Referring back to FIG. 2, an auxiliary input device 64 is
located within the microenvironment 28. The auxiliary input
device 64 solves the aforementioned problem of a clinician
performing a sanitation procedure before accessing the
microenvironment only to identify that a parameter change is
required that requires operation of the touch-sensitive graphi-
cal display 44 in order to input such change to the touch-
sensitive configured GUI 46. The auxiliary input device 64
can be activated by the clinician and, as described herein, the
processor (not depicted) can change the function and opera-
tion of the GUI such that the clinician can interact with the
GUI 46 through inputs and controls entered with the auxiliary
input device 64.

In the embodiment depicted in FIG. 2, the auxiliary input
device 64 includes a touch-sensitive track pad 66 and a button
68. It will be understood that this is a non-limiting example,
and other embodiments of the auxiliary input device may
include only a track pad, only a button, or multiple track pads
and/or buttons. In embodiments, the track pad 66 may be a
touch-sensitive panel that may or may not include an inte-
grated graphical display and its own graphical user interface
(not depicted). In still further embodiments, the auxiliary
input device 64 may rather be an image capture device, such
as a video camera (not depicted) that is operable to perform
image captures of various clinician hand gestures that may
serve as inputs to the processor in conjunction with the GUI
46.

As will be explained in further detail herein, the activation
of the auxiliary input device 64 by the clinician may cause the
processor (not depicted) to modify the GUI 46 presented on
the graphical display 44, such that the GUT 46 is no longer
configured for a touch-sensitive input, but rather presents a
cursor 70 such as depicted in FIG. 6 that moves responsive to
input commands provided at the auxiliary input device 64.

FIG. 3 depicts an alternative embodiment of an infant care
station in which the infant care station is a hybrid infant care
station 72 that can functionally operate as either a warmer or
an incubator. In a hybrid infant care station 72, the canopy 74
is separate from the walls 76. The canopy 74 is vertically
moveable with respect to the walls 76 and the horizontal
surface 22 on vertical rails 78. The walls 76 include one or
more arm ports 36 through which the clinician 80 can access
the infant patient 82 located in the microenvironment 84
defined by the horizontal surface 22, walls 76, and canopy 74.
Tt will be recognized that like reference numerals will be used
between like structures found in FIGS. 2 and 3 in order to
promote efficiency in the description.

The hybrid infant care station 72 is operable between incu-
bator and warmer modes. When the hybrid infant care station
72 operates as a radiant warmer, the canopy 74 may be ver-
tically separated along the rail 78 along the horizontal surface
22, and a radiant heater 86 located in the canopy 74 produces
radiant heat energy that is directed downward at the infant
patient 82, and thereby operates to control the temperature of
the infant patient 82. When the hybrid infant care station 72
operates as an incubator, the canopy 74 is moved vertically
closer to the horizontal surface 22 and the infant patient 82
thereby enclosing or partially enclosing the infant patient 82
in conjunction with the walls 76. In operation as an incubator,
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the hybrid infant care station 72 may control the temperature
of the infant patient 82 with a convective heater 32, while in
other embodiments, the convective heater 32 and the radiant
heater 86 may work in conjunction in order to effectively
control the temperature of the infant patient 82.

The embodiment of the hybrid infant care station 72
depicted in FIG. 3 includes a touch-sensitive graphical dis-
play 88 built into the canopy 74. The touch-sensitive graphi-
cal display 88 may operate in the manner as described above
with respect to FIG. 2. It is also recognized that rather than
being particularly located in the canopy 74, the touch-sensi-
tive graphical display may alternatively be secured to the
canopy rails 78 or a wall rail 90. However, in these instances,
the touch-sensitive graphical display 88 is located outside of
the microenvironment 84. Once the clinician 80 has gone
through a sterilization procedure and is interacting with the
infant patient 82 in the microenvironment 84, the clinician 80
can use the auxiliary input device 92 as described above, and
as will be described in further detail herein, to input informa-
tion and interact with a GUI presented on the touch-sensitive
graphical display 88. As is shown in FIG. 3, the auxiliary
input device 92 may be moveable within the microenviron-
ment 84 such that the clinician 80 can move the auxiliary
input device 92 to a convenient location or orientation for
input use while still being able to attend to the infant patient
82.

FIG. 4 is a system diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
electronic and/or functional components of an infant care
station 100. A processor or CPU 102 is communicatively
connected to the functional components and operates to carry
out many of the functions as described herein. The processor
102 is communicatively connected to a computer readable
medium 104 that includes volatile or nonvolatile memory
upon which computer readable code is stored. The processor
102 accesses the computer readable code and the computer
readable medium 104 upon executing the code carries out the
functions as described herein. It is to be understood that while
the computer readable medium 104 is depicted separate from
the processor 102, the computer readable medium 104 may be
a part of the processor 102 or integrally connected to the
processor 102 while in still further embodiments the com-
puter readable medium 104 may be implemented as a plural-
ity of computer readable media for access by the processor
102.

The processor 102 is communicatively connected to a
graphical display 106 which is configured to present a graphi-
cal user interface (GUI) 108. As disclosed herein, the graphi-
cal display 106 may be a touch-sensitive graphical display
and thereby also operate as the user input device for the infant
care station 100. In such an embodiment, the computer read-
able code stored on the computer readable medium 104 when
executed by the processor 102 presents a GUI 108 that is
configured to operate in accordance with a touch-sensitive
inputs received by the graphical display 106.

As previously disclosed, the infant care station 100 may
have a plurality of microenvironment control devices 110.
Such microenvironment control devices may include the pro-
vision supplemental oxygen 112 such as by control of a
source of medical oxygen gas, a heater 114 which may be a
radiant heater, a convective heater, or both, a humidifier 116,
or alight 118. As previously disclosed, the clinician interacts
with the GUI, exemplarily through the touch-sensitive
graphical display 106 in order to give commands to the
microenvironment control devices 110 in order to control the
environmental conditions within the microenvironment.

The infant care station 100 may further include other func-
tional features including, but not limited to, a scale 120. Such
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a scale may be integrated into the horizontal surface of the
infant care station to facilitate measurement and tracking of
changes in the infant patient’s weight. Embodiments of the
scale 120 require that the clinician zero or tare the scale before
weighing the infant patient. Such operations may require the
clinician to lift the infant patient off of the horizontal surface,
then initiate the zero or tare procedure of the scale 120 with an
input to the graphical display 106, before returning the infant
patient onto the horizontal surface to be weighed by the scale
120.

The infant care station 100 may further include position
adjustment controls 122 that exemplarily operate servo
motors that raise, lower, rotate or tilt at least a portion of the
infant care station, and in particular, the horizontal surface of
the infant care station. The infant care station 100 may include
foot pedals 130 that a clinician operates by stepping upon or
pressing with one’s foot in order to provide an input to the
processor 102 to send instructions to the position adjustment
controls 122.

As previously disclosed, when efforts are made to maintain
the microenvironment in a sterile or partially sterile condition
in order to reduce or eliminate viral or bacterial exposure to
the infant patient, the clinician must carry out a disinfection
procedure to the clinician’s hands and/or arms before placing
them in the microenvironment. If the clinician must remove a
hand and/or arm from the microenvironment, such as to input
a control or command through the touch-sensitive graphical
display 106, the clinician must either repeat the disinfection
procedure or risk introducing infectious contaminants into
the microenvironment. Of particular concern are user inter-
faces such as touch-sensitive displays that are known as
sources for infection to breed and multiply. Therefore, the
auxiliary input device 124, which is located within the
microenvironment, is thus held in the same sterile conditions
as the rest of the microenvironment and the clinician can
interact and provide inputs and controls to the processor 102
through the auxiliary input device 124. As previously dis-
closed, embodiments of the auxiliary input device 124 may
include a track pad or other touch-sensitive input device, a
button, a video-capture device, or a combination thereof.
Thus, the clinician can use various commands or gestures
with such auxiliary input devices 124 in order to provide
inputs and commands to the processor 102.

In an embodiment, a lock 126, which may be a physical
component or locking device, is associated with the auxiliary
input device 124. The lock 126 must be manipulated by the
clinician in order to activate the input device 124. In non-
limiting examples, the lock 126 may be a mechanical or
electro-mechanical switch, slide, or button that turns on the
auxiliary input device 124. In alternative embodiments, the
lock 126 may restrict access to the auxiliary input device such
as with a cover or shielding device.

In alternative embodiments, the lock 126 is implemented
by the processor 102 executing computer software. In such an
embodiment, the auxiliary input device 124 may be held in an
inactive or dormant state prior to receiving an input on the
exemplary touchpad or button when such an input signal is
received by the processor 102, then the processor 102
executes computer readable code to activate or “wake up” the
auxiliary input device and receive clinician input therefrom.
Still further embodiments may include an unlocking gesture
or code that is entered through the auxiliary input device 124
before the auxiliary input device is activated such that the
processor 102 receives and acts upon clinician inputs to the
auxiliary input device 124.

In exemplary embodiments, upon activation or unlocking
of the auxiliary input device 124, the processor 102 executes
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computer readable code such as to change the operation of the
processor 102, touch-sensitive graphical display 106 and/or
GUI 108. In one embodiment, the processor 102 may disable
the touch-sensitive features of the display 106 and similarly
adjust the GUT 108 to operate in a manner suitable for use
with the auxiliary input device 124. One such example is
shown between FIGS. 5 and 6, wherein FIG. 5 represents an
exemplary touchscreen GUI, while FIG. 6 represents an
exemplary GUI when a touchscreen is inactive. As the GUI in
FIG. 6 does not receive touch-sensitive inputs, a cursor 70 or
other such icon is required that can be manipulated through
inputs through the auxiliary input device 124 in order to
interact with the GUI of FIG. 6. Furthermore, in order to avoid
confusion, the processor 102 can operate the display 106 or
the GUI 108 in a manner such as to activate or inactivate the
touch-sensitive inputs such that only a single device or plat-
form for clinician inputs are available at a single time. In
embodiments, this can reduce confusion between clinicians
of which clinician has control of the infant care station 100. In
alternative embodiments, the processor and the GUI 108
operate in response to the activation or unhooking of the
auxiliary input device to add the auxiliary input device func-
tionality while maintaining the touch-sensitive aspects opera-
tional.

In some embodiments, the GUI 108 may be modified by
the processor 102 when the auxiliary input device 124 is
activated such that the GUI presents a reduced set of func-
tionality as more conducive to only those functionalities that
a clinician would want to control or adjust while the clini-
cian’s hands are in the microenvironment. Such functional-
ities may include, but are not limited to, temperature set point,
air vent control (air boost), oxygen concentration, humidity
control, alarm silencing, and scale or infant patient weighing
functions.

In the example of the scale or weighing functions, the
auxiliary input device 124 can facilitate the weighing of the
infant patient as the clinician can lift the infant patient off of
the horizontal surface that includes the scale or weighing
device 120. With the infant patient removed from the scale
120 the clinician can activate the scale zero or tare feature
using the auxiliary input device 124 before returning the
infant patient to the horizontal surface for weighing by the
scale 120. Thus, in this example, the clinician need not be
concerned with introducing exterior contaminations to
microenvironment when performing a zero or tare feature of
the scale 120 and the clinician can have both hands in the
microenvironment attending to the infant patient.

In a still further embodiment, the activation of the auxiliary
input device 124 can cause the processor 102 to add function-
ality to the GUI 108. One specific example of this is that when
the clinician’s hands are in the microenvironment, it may be
ergonomntically uncomfortable for the clinician to activate the
foot pedals 130 in order to adjust the height of the infant
patient relative to the clinician. Furthermore, the clinician
may not identify that the patient is too low or too high such
that the clinician is uncomfortable working on the infant
patient until the clinician has gone through a sterilization
procedure and the clinician’s hands are in the microenviron-
ment. Therefore, the processor 102 can operate the GUI 108
in order to present position adjustment controls on the GUI
108 that are operable through clinician inputs to the auxiliary
input device 124. In such an embodiment, the processor 102
may disable the foot pedals 130 while the auxiliary input
device 124 is operational, such that the foot pedals 130 are not
inadvertently activated.

Some embodiments of the infant care system 100 may
connect the auxiliary input device 124 to the processor 102
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through a USB port or other similar data connection 128. In
such embodiments, the processor side of the data connection
128 may be located in the horizontal surface or another com-
ponent of the infant care system that faces the microenviron-
ment. An embodiment of the auxiliary input device 124 has a
mating plug that connects with the data connection 128. This
arrangement may facilitate removal of the auxiliary input
device 124 for maintenance, cleaning, or sterilization proce-
dures. Additionally, if the auxiliary input device side of the
data connectionis attached to a cord, this can facilitate move-
ment of the auxiliary input device 124 within the microenvi-
ronment such that the clinician can move the auxiliary input
device 124 to a convenient location for both clinician use as
an input device and to facilitate clinician access to the infant
patient.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to make and use the invention. The
patentable scope of the invention is defined by the claims, and
may include other examples that occur to those skilled in the
art. Such other examples are intended to be within the scope
of the claims if they have structural elements that do not differ
from the literal language of the claims, or if they include
equivalent structural elements with insubstantial differences
from the literal languages of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An infant care station comprising:

ahorizontal surface configured to support an infant patient;

at least one wall extending generally vertically from the

horizontal surface, the horizontal surface and at least one
wall defining a microenvironment about the infant
patient;

a touch-sensitive display mounted to the infant care station

at a location external to the microenvironment;

a processor that operates the touch-sensitive display to

present a graphical user interface (GUI);

an auxiliary input device located within the microenviron-

ment and communicatively connected to the processor,
the auxiliary input device configured to receive a clini-
cian input, and the processor is configured to operate the
touch-sensitive display based upon the clinician input;
and

alock on the auxiliary input device operable between a first

condition wherein the auxiliary input device is disabled
and a second condition wherein the auxiliary input
device is operational to receive an input to the GUI,
wherein when the lock is in the first condition, the proces-
sor operates the touch-sensitive display and the GUI to
receive the clinician input as a touch input and when the
lock is in the second condition, the processor operates
the touch-sensitive display to present the GUI with a
cursor and the auxiliary input device is configured to
receive a clinician input to move the cursor on the GUI.
2. The infant care station of claim 1, further comprising a
canopy positioned above the horizontal surface, the canopy
defining an upper limit to the microenvironment.
3. The infant care station of claim 2, further comprising:
arm ports through the at least one wall to permit access by
a clinician into the microenvironment; and

air vents arranged on the horizontal surface along the at
least one wall to create an air barrier across the arm
ports;

wherein the microenvironment is maintained as an envi-

ronment sterile to contaminants external to the microen-
vironment.

4. The infant care station of claim 1, wherein the lock is a
mechanical lock.
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5. The infant care station of claim 1, wherein when the lock
1s in the first condition, the auxiliary input device is operable
to receive an unlocking input, wherein upon receiving the
unlocking input the auxiliary input device lock operates in the
second condition.

6. The infant care station of claim 1 wherein the graphical
user interface presents controls for environmental set points
of the microenvironment, alarm silencing, and weighing
functions.

7. The infant care station of claim 1 wherein the auxiliary
input device is movable within the microenvironment.

8. The infant care station of claim 7, wherein the auxiliary
input device is communicatively connected to the processor
in a removable manner.

9. The infant care station of claim 8, further comprising a
USB port communicatively connected to the processor and
accessible from the microenvironment and the auxiliary input
device 1s removably connected to the USB port.

10. An infant care station comprising;

ahorizontal surface configured to support an infant patient;

at least one wall extending generally vertically from the
horizontal surface, the horizontal surface and at least one
wall defining a microenvironment about the infant
patient;

atouch-sensitive display mounted to the infant care station
at a location external to the microenvironment;

a processor that operates the touch-sensitive display to
present a graphical user interface (GUI);

an auxiliary input device located within the microenviron-
ment and communicatively connected to the processor,
the auxiliary input device configured to receive a clini-
cian input, and the processor is configured to operate the
touch-sensitive display based upon the clinician input;
and

alock onthe auxiliary input device operable between a first
condition wherein the auxiliary input device is disabled
and a second condition wherein the auxiliary input
device is operational to receive an input to the GUI, and
wherein when the lock is in the first condition, the GUI
presents a full functionality and when the lock is in the
second condition, the GUI presents a reduced function-
ality.

11. The infant care station of claim 10, further comprising
position controls positioned external to the microenviron-
ment, and when the lock is in the first condition, the position
controls are operable to control a position of the horizontal
surface of the infant care station and when the lock is in the
second condition, the position controls are disabled and the
position of the horizontal surface is controlled with the aux-
iliary input device through the GUL

12. An infant care station for maintaining environmental
conditions about an infant patient, the infant care station
comprising:

ahorizontal surface configured to support an infant patient;

at least one wall extending generally vertically from the
horizontal surface;

a canopy positioned above the horizontal surface and
extending generally parallel to the horizontal surface;

a microenvironment defined by the horizontal surface, the
canopy, and the at least one wall;

atouch-sensitive display mounted to the infant care station
at a location external to the microenvironment;

a processor communicatively connected to the touch-sen-
sitive display and configured to operate the touch-sensi-
tive display to present a touch-sensitive graphical user
interface (GUI);

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

55

60

65

10

an auxiliary input device positioned within the microenvi-
ronment and communicatively connected to the proces-
sor, such that upon activation of the auxiliary input
device, the processor presents a cursor in the touch-
sensitive GUI and inputs to the auxiliary input device to
control the cursor within the touch-sensitive GUI; and

position controls positioned external to the microenviron-
ment and operable to control a position of the horizontal
surface of the infant care station;

wherein upon activation of the auxiliary input device, the
processor disables the position controls and the position
of the horizontal surface is controlled with the auxiliary
input device through the touch-sensitive GUI.

13. The infant care station of claim 12, further comprising:

arm ports through the at least one wall to permit access by
a clinician into the microenvironment; and

air vents arranged on the horizontal surface along the at
least one wall to create an air barrier across the arm
ports;

wherein the microenvironment is maintained as an envi-
ronment sterile to contaminants external to the microen-
vironment.

14. The infant care station of claim 12, further comprising:

a heater operated by the processor to maintain a tempera-
ture of the microenvironment;

wherein the processor receives input commands to control
a temperature set point for the heater through the touch-
sensitive GUL

15. The infant care station of claim 12, further comprising:

a scale operated by the processor to measure a weight on
the horizontal surface;

wherein the processor receives input commands to control
an operation of the scale through the touch-sensitive
GUL

16. The infant care station of claim 12 wherein the auxiliary
input device is removably connected to the infant care station
at a position within the microenvironment.

17. The infant care station of claim 12, wherein the auxil-
iary input device is an input device selected from a track ball,
a track pad, or a video capture device.

18. An infant care station for maintaining environmental
conditions about an infant patient, the infant care station
comprising:

ahorizontal surface configured to support an infant patient;

at least one wall extending generally vertically from the
horizontal surface;

a canopy positioned above the horizontal surface and
extending generally parallel to the horizontal surface;

a microenvironment defined by the horizontal surface, the
canopy, and the at least one wall,

atouch-sensitive display mounted to the infant care station
at a location external to the microenvironment;

a processor communicatively connected to the touch-sen-
sitive display and configured to operate the touch-sensi-
tive display to present a touch-sensitive graphical user
interface (GUT),

an auxiliary input device positioned within the microenvi-
ronment and communicatively connected to the proces-
sor, such that upon activation of the auxiliary input
device, the processor presents a cursor in the touch-
sensitive GUI and inputs to the auxiliary input device
control the cursor within the touch-sensitive GUI,

wherein upon activation of the auxiliary input device, the
processor controls the touch-sensitive GUI to present a
reduced set of functionalities for input from the auxiliary
input device.
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