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1
WELDABLE WIRE GUIDE WITH DISTAL
COUPLING TIP

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 60/815,805 filed on Jun. 22, 2006,
entitled “WELDABLE WIRE GUIDE WITH DISTAL COU-
PLING TIP”, the entire contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to a wire guide for use in
intracorporeal procedures, and more particularly relates to
the construction of a wire guide to be coupled to a previously
introduced wire guide for assistance during interventional
procedures in vessels with proximal tortuosity, or as a more
substantial wire guide for angioplasty procedures, stenting
procedures, and other device placement procedures and their
related devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Wire guides are typically used to navigate the vasculature
of a patient during intracorporeal procedures. Once the wire
guide has been introduced, it may then be used to introduce
one or more medical catheter devices. Conventional wire
guides are typically 0.014 inches in diameter and have a
lubricious coating to enhance wire guide introduction move-
ment. These conventional “floppy” wire guides have suffi-
cient flexibility and torque control for navigation through
tortuous vessels. In certain procedures or situations, it is
desirable to enhance the conventional wire guide with a
supplemental wire guide. The supplemental wire guide will
straighten out the vessel curves and ease further wire guide
movement. Additionally, the supplemental wire guide pro-
vides greater support and enhances the tracking of balloons,
stents, stent delivery devices, atherectomy devices, and other
medical catheter devices as compared to a conventional
floppy wire guide. This technique is commonly referred to as
the “Buddy Wire” technique, details of which are disclosed in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/081,146, filed Mar. 16,
2005.

Several unique supplemental wire guides have been devel-
oped which are structured to be slidably coupled to the con-
ventional wire guide (or any previously introduced wire
guide) to provide easy and reliable navigation through the
vasculature to a position proximate the previously introduced
wire guide. These supplemental wire guides are commonly
referred to as coupling wire guides or Buddy wires, and
exemplary coupling wire guides are disclosed in U.S. patent
application Ser. Nos. 11/507,993 filed Aug. 22, 2006; 11/507,
805 filed Aug. 22, 2006; 11/699,174 filed Jan. 29, 2007; and
11/699,171 filed Jan. 29, 2007 the disclosures of which are
hereby incorporated herein by reference in their entireties.
Although other variations exist, many coupling wire guides
include a separately formed coupling tip that is connected to
a distal portion of a wire guide.

It has been found that the process of joining the coupling tip
to the distal portion of the wire guide by soldering (i.e. heating
a metal with a lower melting point and causing it to be a
structural filler) can have certain drawbacks on small prod-
ucts, such as difficulty in consistent repeatability, difficulty in
preparing and cleaning the components to be joined, diffi-
culty in controlling solder flow, difficulty in controlling the
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2

heat effected zone, and ultimate corrodibility. Accordingly,
there exists a need to provide a coupling wire guide for
intracorporeal procedures that overcomes these drawbacks.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a coupling wire guide for
intracorporeal procedures that is more easily constructed in a
reliable and long-lasting manner. In one embodiment con-
structed in accordance with the teachings of the present
invention, the coupling wire guide generally includes a main
body having a distal portion and a coupling tip securely
connected to the distal portion of the main body. The coupling
tip includes first and second sections. The first section is
connected to the main body, while the second section defines
an axial passageway having a distal opening and a proximal
opening. The axial passageway is sized to receive the previ-
ously introduced wire guide therein. Both the distal portion
and the first section are constructed of nitinol. The distal
portion and the first section are welded together using the
native nitinol material of the distal portion and first section. A
filler material of nitinol may or may not be used to assist in
forming the weld.

Preferably, all of the components of the coupling wire
guide are constructed of nitinol, which provides improved
control over the characteristics of the coupling wire guide
since nitinol can be alloyed, formed, and heat-treated to give
all the desired characteristics (e.g. flexibility and resiliency)
to the wire guide. According to more detailed aspects of this
embodiment, the first section is tubular and disposed over the
distal end. The distal portion and the first section are welded
together proximate a distal edge of the first section. Addition-
ally, one or more slits may be formed in the first section to
provide increased areas for welding. Alternatively, the first
section may extend circumferentially less than 360 degrees to
define two side edges, and the welding may occur proximate
the two side edges and the distal edge. The tip portion may
further include a third section interconnecting the first and
second sections. The third section preferably includes a strip
extending axially and circumferentially to define a compli-
mentary axially and circumferentially extending opening in
communication with the proximal opening. In this design, the
distal portion and the first section are welded together proxi-
mate a distal edge of the first section, as well as proximate a
proximal edge of the first section.

According to even further aspects, the main body and its
distal portion may take many forms. In one construction, the
distal portion includes a wire disposed over a mandrel, the
wire and mandrel being constructed of nitinol and welded
together using the native nitinol material of the wire and
mandrel. An end cap is formed by the weld pool of nitinol,
which is formed to have a smooth beveled surface. The distal
portion may alternatively comprise a simple mandrel con-
structed of nitinol, wherein the mandrel and first section are
welded together using the native nitinol material of the man-
drel and coupling tip. In another form, the main body com-
prises a mandrel which tapers to include a reduced diameter
portion having a wire disposed over the reduced diameter
portion in the area of the distal end. Here, the ends of the wire
are welded to the reduced diameter portion of the mandrel
using the native nitinol material of the wire and mandrel.

A method of forming a coupling wire guide is also pro-
vided in accordance with the teachings of the present inven-
tion. A main body is provided having a distal portion, the
distal portion including a wire disposed over a mandrel, the
wire and mandrel constructed of nitinol. A coupling tip is
provided having a first section and a second section con-
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structed of nitinol. The first section is structured for connec-
tion to the distal portion while the second section defines an
axial passageway having distal and proximal openings sized
to receive the previously introduced wire guide therein. The
ends of the wire are welded to the mandrel using the native
nitinol material of the wire and mandrel without filler mate-
rial. The distal portion of the main body is welded to the first
section of the coupling tip using the native nitinol material of
the distal portion of the coupling tip without filler material.
According to more detailed aspects, the step of welding the
distal portion to the first section occurs after the step of
welding the ends of the wire to the mandrel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings incorporated in and forming
a part of the specification illustrate several aspects of the
present invention, and together with the description serve to
explain the principles of the invention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a side view of a coupling wire guide constructed
in accordance with the teachings of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged side view, partially in cross-section,
of the coupling wire guide depicted in FIG. 1

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view, taken about the line 3-3 in
FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of an alternate embodiment
of a coupling wire guide constructed in accordance with the
teachings of the present invention; and

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of another alternate
embodiment of a coupling wire guide constructed in accor-
dance with the teachings of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Turning now to the figures, FIGS. 1 to 3 depict a coupling
wire guide 20 constructed in accordance with the teachings of
the present invention. The coupling wire guide 20 includes a
main body 22, which in FIG. 1 has been shown as a solid wire
mandrel 28. The main body 22 includes a distal portion 24
that is connected to a coupling tip 40 of the coupling wire
guide 20. The coupling tip 40 is uniquely structured for slid-
ably coupling the coupling wire guide 20 to a previously
introduced wire guide (not shown),

It will be recognized by those skilled in the art that the main
body 22 of the coupling wire guide 20 may take numerous
forms as many types of wire guides are known in the art,
including a solid wire, tubular wires, coiled wires and com-
binations thereof. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the mandrel 28
tapers in the area of the distal portion 24 to define a reduced
diameter portion 29. A wire 30 is disposed over the reduced
diameter portion 29, and in particular is in a coiled configu-
ration thereover. As such, the reduced diameter portion 29 of
the mandrel 28 serves as a safety wire for the coupling wire
guide 20 which is connected to an end cap 32 at the distal free
end at the main body 22 and distal portion 24.

As noted above, the coupling tip 40 has been formed at the
distal portion 24 of the main body 22 to provide simple and
reliable introduction of the coupling wire guide 20 over a
previously introduced wire guide. The coupling tip 40 gener-
ally comprises a first section 42 and a second section 44. As
best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the first section 42 is structured as
atubular member 484 that is sized to receive the distal portion
24 of the main body 22. The second section 44 of the coupling
tip 40 is also constructed as a tubular member 485 defining an
axial passageway 50 therein that is sized and structured to
receive the previously introduced wire guide. The second
section 44 and its axial passageway 50 also define a proximal
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opening 52 and a distal opening 54 through which the previ-
ously introduced wire guide passes.

A third section 46 is also provided which interconnects the
first and second sections 42, 44. The third section 46 generally
comprises a strip 56 which serves to provide flexibility to the
coupling tip 40. The strip 56 is sized to provide an opening or
open area 58 (FIG. 2) for receiving the previously introduced
wire guide. The proximal opening 52 is thus in communica-
tion with the open area 58 defined by the third section 46 of
the coupling tip. To provide the open area 52, the strip 56
extends less than 360 degrees circumferentially, and prefer-
ably has a width less than 180 degrees circumferentially.
Specifically, the strip 56 follows a curved path between the
first and second sections 42, 44, and as shown follows a
helical path between the first and second sections 42, 44. In
this manner, the strip 56 and third section 46 provide some
degree of flexibility to the coupling tip 40, while maintaining
a suitable amount of rigidity and securely linking the first and
second sections 42, 44.

Uniquely, the main body 22 and coupling tip 40 are con-
structed of a nickel titanium alloy (nitinol) to provide
improved manufacturability of the coupling wire guide 20.
Preferably, all of the components of the coupling wire guide
20 are constructed of nitinol, which exhibits the properties of
super elasticity and shape memory. Accordingly, all of the
components may be heat treated or otherwise formed to pro-
vide the desired properties of flexibility and resiliency. In a
preferred construction, the mandrel 28 is constructed from a
nitinol wire that was formed by drawing through dies and then
ground, preferably using a center-less grinding technique.
Similarly, the nitinol wire for the outer wire 30 is preferably
formed by drawing though dies, and is then pre-formed into a
coil shape by pulling the wire across a stress-inducing surface
or by winding the nitinol wire around the mandrel 28 and then
heat setting the nitinol wire. The coupling tip 40 is preferably
constructed from a nitinol cannula which is formed using
homogenous technology as described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,759,
487 and 4,852,790, the disclosures of which are incorporated
by reference herein in their entirety. Alternatively, the cannula
may be constructed by drawing nitinol stock seamlessly, or by
drawing, rolling and welding. The cannula is then laser-cut to
shape, electropolished and/or media-blasted and/or abrasive
ground to the desired surface finish, and heat-treated to obtain
the desired properties.

The nitinol material of the coupling wire guide 20 prefer-
ably has an austenitic finish temperature (A less than body
temperature and in the range of 0 to 35 degrees C. This
provides sufficient structural integrity to the wire guide 20 as
well as a very fast recovery time from stress-induced defor-
mation. In one preferred construction, A is below room tem-
perature and preferably between about 5-10 degrees C., to
provide a fully austenitic material both outside and inside the
patient. Notwithstanding the temperature range given above,
room temperature refers to the typical temperature in an oper-
ating room or other environment where intracorporeal proce-
dures are performed, which can vary, as is known in the art. In
another preferred construction, A is in the range of about
10-35 degrees C., to provide a partially austenitic material
outside the patient to improve handling, while fully austenitic
inside the patient.

Another benefit of using nitinol is that the various compo-
nents of the wire guide may be directly welded together since
welding nitinol to itself preserves the super elasticity and
shape memory of the nitinol material, unlike joining nitinol to
the dissimilar metals such as stainless steel (which is also
especially difficult due to the formation of brittle intermetallic
compounds). Preferably, the welding of the components is
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performed by fusion welding without a filler material, such as
by laser welding or tungsten inert gas (T1G) welding. That is,
the native nitinol material of the various components is used
during the welding process and fused together. This provides
excellent control over the size of the welded components and
reduces the package width since a filler material does not need
to be accommodated. A filler material may be used to assist in
forming the weld, and in this case the filler material is pref-
erably nitinol so as not to affect the properties of the wire
guide.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the outer wire 30 is welded
to the reduced diameter portion 29 of the mandrel 28. In
particular, a proximal end of the wire is welded directly to the
mandrel 28, while the distal end of the wire 30 is connected to
the mandrel 28 through the end cap 32, all of which is welded
together. Specifically, the end cap 32 is formed by the weld
pool of nitinol material from the mandrel 28 and wire 30, the
weld pool being cooled and formed to have a smooth beveled
surface. Upon formation of the main body 22 and its distal
portion 24, the first section 42 of the coupling tip 40 is fitted
over the main body 22 and a weld is formed along a proximal
edge 62 of the first section 42 between the wire 30 and tubular
member 48a of the first section 42. Likewise, by virtue of the
third section 46 providing open area 58, another weld may be
formed at the distal edge 60 of the first section 42 between the
end cap 32, wire 30 and tubular member 48a of the first
section 42. Alternatively, the weld at the distal edge 60 may be
performed at the same time as welding the madrel 28 and
outerwire 30. In this manner, a secure interconnection
between the distal portion 24 of the main body 22 and the
coupling tip 40 is provided without requiring any filler mate-
rial. By way of example, successful formation of the wire
guide 20 has been accomplished using a mandrel having a
0.0136 inch diameter, an outer wire 30 having a 0.003 inch
diameter and laser cutting a cannula 40 which has a 0.004 inch
wall thickness. Preferably, the tapered portion 29 of the man-
drel 28 extends longitudinally about 6.5 cm, while the wound
coil 30 extends longitudinally about 4.5 cm. Also, the first
tubular section 42 of the coupling tip 40 overlaps with the
distal portion 24 of the main body by about 1.5 mm.

Of course, it will be recognized by those skilled in the art
that many different sizes and types of mandrels, wires, and
coupling tips may be employed in conjunction with the
present invention, including any of those disclosed in co-
pending U.S. patent application Ser. Nos. 11/507,993 filed
Aug. 22, 2006; 11/507,805 filed Aug. 22, 2006; 11/699,174
filed Jan. 29, 2007; and 11/699,171 filed Jan. 29, 2007. For
example, an alternate embodiment of a coupling wire guide
120 has been depicted in FIG. 4 which includes a solid wire
main body 122 (also referred to as mandrel 122) and distal
portion 124. As with the prior embodiment, a coupling tip 140
is provided which includes first, second and third sections
142, 144, 146. In this embodiment, the first section 142
includes one or more longitudinally extending slits 164. By
way of the slits 164, additional area between the mandrel 122
and first section 142 is provided for welding. As such, the first
section 142 and mandrel 122 may be welded together along
the slits 164 as well as around the distal and proximal edges
160, 162 of the first section 142 of the coupling tip 140. The
slits may extend in directions other than longitudinally, for
example circumferentially or combinations thereof (i.e.
angled or curved).

Turning to FIG. 5, yet another embodiment of a coupling
wire guide 220 has been depicted. As with the embodiment of
FIGS. 1-3, the main body 222 includes a coiled wire which
forms a distal portion 224 having an end cap 232. The cou-
pling tip 240 includes a first section 242 and a second section
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244. The second section 244 provides a “side-loading” func-
tion through the provision of an axial slot 246 which provides
access to the coupling passageway 248. It will be recognized
that the slot 246 could extend diagonally as well. In this
embodiment, the first section 242 is formed as an annular strip
which extends less than 360 degrees. Accordingly, the first
section 242 defines two side edges 262, 264 which extend
longitudinally and provide an additional area for welding the
distal portion 224 of the main body to the first section 242 of
the coupling tip 240. As with the previous embodiments, a
weld may also be formed at the distal end 260 of the main
body 222 proximate the end cap 232. Thus, the welding uses
the native material of the distal portion’s outer wire 230 and
the first section 242 of the coupling tip 240.

Accordingly, it will be recognized by those skilled in the art
that a coupling wire guide is provided in accordance with the
teachings of the present invention which is more easily con-
structed in a reliable and long-lasting manner, while provid-
ing improved control over the properties of the coupling wire
guide. Likewise, the outer diameter of the coupling wire
guide may be reduced by using the native nitinol material of
the wire guide components for forming the welds.

The foregoing description of various embodiments of the
invention has been presented for purposes of illustration and
description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to the precise embodiments disclosed. Numerous
modifications or variations are possible in light of the above
teachings. The embodiments discussed were chosen and
described to provide the best illustration of the principles of
the invention and its practical application to thereby enable
one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the invention in
various embodiments and with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated. All such modifica-
tions and variations are within the scope of the invention as
determined by the appended claims when interpreted in
accordance with the breadth to which they are fairly, legally,
and equitably entitled.

The invention claimed is:

1. A coupling wire guide for coupling to a previously
introduced wire guide in intracorporeal procedures, the cou-
pling wire guide comprising:

a main body having a distal portion with a coiled outer

wire; and
a coupling tip positioned at the distal portion of the main
body, the coupling tip including a first section connected
to the main body; a second section defining an axial
passageway and a longitudinal axis having a distal open-
ing and a proximal opening, the axial passageway sized
to receive the previously introduced wire guide therein;
and a third section interconnecting the first and second
sections, the third section including a strip extending
axially and circumferentially that defines a complemen-
tary axially and circumferentially extending opening in
communication with the proximal opening, the axially
and circumferentially extending opening being coaxial
with the distal portion of the main body, the strip being
of a semi-annular cross-sectional shape and following a
curved helical path extending around the longitudinal
axis, the helical path making less than one turn;

wherein both the distal portion and the first section are
constructed of nitinol, the distal portion and the first
section being welded together using the native nitinol
material of the distal portion and first section.

2. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the first
section is tubular and disposed over the distal end, and
wherein the distal portion and the first section are welded
together proximate a distal edge of the first section.
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3. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the first
section extends circumferentially less that 360 degrees to
define two side edges, and wherein the distal portion and first
section are welded together along the two side edges.

4. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the distal
portion and first section are welded together proximate a
distal edge of the first section.

5. The coupling wire guide of claim 4, wherein the first
section is tubular and disposed over the distal end.

6. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the first
section is tubular and includes a longitudinal slit providing an
open area for welding the distal portion and first section.

7. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the distal
portion includes a wire disposed over a mandrel, the wire and
mandrel constructed of nitinol and welded together at the
distal portion using the native nitinol material of the wire and
mandrel.

8. The coupling wire guide of claim 7, further comprising
anend cap that is formed through welding of the native nitinol
material of the wire and mandrel.

9. The coupling wire guide of claim 7, wherein the mandrel
has a diameter of about 0.0136 inches.

10. The coupling wire guide of claim 7, wherein the wire
has a diameter of about 0.003 inches.

11. The coupling wire guide of claim 7, wherein the nitinol
material of the main body and coupling tip has an A,in the
range of about 0 to 35 degrees Celsius.

12. The coupling wire guide of claim 11, wherein A, is
below room temperature.

13. The coupling wire guide of claim 11, wherein A, is
above room temperature and below body temperature.

14. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the distal
portion comprises a mandrel constructed of nitinol, and
wherein the mandrel and first section welded together using
the native nitinol material of the mandrel and coupling tip.

15. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the main
body comprises a mandrel, the mandrel including a reduced
diameter portion having a wire disposed thereover in the area
of the distal end.

16. The coupling wire guide of claim 15, wherein ends of
the wire are welded to the reduced diameter portion of the
mandrel using the native nitinol material of the wire and
mandre].

17. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the first
section of the coupling tip is tubular and has a thickness of
about 0.004 inches.

18. The coupling wire guide of claim 1, wherein the first
section of the coupling tip extends axially about 1.5 mm.

19. The coupling wire guide of claim 1 wherein the axially
and circumferentially extending opening is also coaxial with
the axial passageway of the second section.

20. The coupling wire guide of claim 1 wherein a natural
unbiased configuration of the strip follows the helical path
making less than one turn.

21. The coupling wire guide of claim 1 wherein the second
section of the coupling tip is a solid tubular section.

22. A method of forming a coupling wire guide capable of
being slidably coupled to a previously introduced wire guide,
the method comprising the steps of:

providing a main body having a distal end, the distal por-

tion including a wire disposed over a mandrel, the wire
and mandrel constructed of nitinol;
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providing a coupling tip having a first section structured for
connection to the distal portion; a second section defin-
ing an axial passageway and a longitudinal axis, a distal
opening and a proximal opening, the axial passageway
sized to receive the previously introduced wire guide
therein the coupling tip constructed of nitinol; and a
third section interconnecting the first and second sec-
tions, the third section including a strip extending axially
and circumferentially that defines a complementary axi-
ally and circumferentially extending opening in commu-
nication with the proximal opening, the axially and cir-
cumferentially extending opening being coaxial with the
distal portion of the main body, the strip having a semi-
annular cross-sectional shape and following a curved
helical path around the longitudinal axis, the curved
helical path spanning less than 360 degrees;

welding ends of the wire to the mandrel using the native

nitinol material of the wire and mandrel; and

welding the distal portion of the main body to the first

section of the coupling tip using the native nitinol mate-
rial of the distal portion and the coupling tip.
23. The method of claim 22, wherein the step of welding
the distal portion to the first section occurs after the step of
welding the ends of the wire to the mandrel.
24. The method of claim 22, wherein the welding steps do
not include the any filler material between the welded struc-
tures.
25. The method of claim 22, wherein the two welding steps
are performed simultaneously.
26. A coupling wire guide for coupling to a previously
introduced wire guide in intracorporeal procedures, the cou-
pling wire guide comprising:
a main body having a distal portion; and
a coupling tip positioned at the distal portion of the main
body, the coupling tip including a first section connected
to the main body, a second section defining an axial
passageway having a distal opening and a proximal
opening and a third section interconnecting the first and
second sections, the axial passageway sized to receive
the previously introduced wire guide therein; and

wherein the first section is tubular and includes a longitu-
dinal slit providing an open area for welding the distal
portion of the main body and first section;

wherein the third section includes a strip extending axially

and circumferentially that defines a complementary axi-
ally and circumferentially extending opening in commu-
nication with the proximal opening, the axially and cir-
cumferentially extending opening being coaxial with the
distal portion of the main body, the strip extending less
than 360 degrees circumferentially and having a circum-
ferential width of less than 180 degrees, and wherein the
distal portion and first section are welded together proxi-
mate the third section;

wherein both the distal portion and the first section are

constructed of nitinol, the distal portion and the first
section being welded together using the native nitinol
material of the distal portion and first section.

27.The coupling wire guide of claim 26 wherein the axially
and circumferentially extending opening spans about 180
degrees or greater.
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