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7) ABSTRACT

The invention concerns a device for assistance in the analy-
sis of adventitious sounds, such as wheezing or crackling
sounds. The invention is characterised in that said adventi-
tious sounds are located on time/frequency spectral repre-
sentations and parameterised according to a set of coeffi-
cients characterising them. Said sets of coefficients are
stored in a storage unit for establishing a database or
compared to synthesized sounds, based on parameters
retrieved from such a database.
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DEVICE FOR ASSISTANCE IN THE ANALYSIS OF
ADVENTITIOUS SOUNDS

[0001] The invention relates to a device for processing
respiratory sounds, such as adventitious sounds of the type
comprising sibilant rhonchi, coarse crackles, fine crackles,
etc.

[0002] Published international application WO 00/00736,
to be considered as cited by reference in the present appli-
cation, discloses a device for processing respiratory sounds
of this type, for the purpose of representing, in time and in
frequency, a signal representing this sound. As emphasized
in the aforementioned international application, this conver-
sion allows a respiratory sound to be “displayed”.

[0003] However, the interpretation of the time-frequency
spectra obtained is only suitable for technically qualified
personnel.

[0004] One of the objects of the invention is to improve
the device disclosed in application WO 00/00736, in par-
ticular its interface with eventual users, especially medical
personnel, who alone are competent in diagnosis.

[0005] This modification requires in particular for the
device to be automated in order to provide a simple and
rapid diagnostic aid suitable for use in emergencies.

[0006] The invention provides for this purpose a device
for assistance in the analysis of respiratory sounds, of the
type comprising a working memory, capable of storing
samples of a signal representing a respiratory sound, and a
computing module capable of cooperating with the working
memory in order to carry out a time and frequency conver-
sion of the signal.

[0007] According to a general feature of the invention, the
device furthermore includes means for identifying, in a
converted signal, at least one component relating to an
adventitious sound and the computing module is designed to
extract a set of parameters characterizing this adventitious
sound from the converted signal.

[0008] Advantageously, said means are designed to iden-
tify the component that represents the adventitious sound in
a frequency and time representation of the converted signal.

[0009] In one embodiment, the device includes an acqui-
sition member, whereas the means for identifying the com-
ponent are manual.

[0010] Complementarily or as a variant, the computing
module is furthermore capable of comparing successive
intensity values of the converted signal in order to identify
said component.

[0011] In this embodiment, the computing module is
designed to compare the intensity values by carrying out:

[0012] a frequency scan of the intensities, for various
successive instants, when the adventitious sound to
be identified is a set of sibilant rhonchi; and/or

[0013] a time scan of the intensities, for various
frequencies, when the adventitious sound to be iden-
tified is a set of crackles.

[0014] Preferably, the parameters characterizing a set of
crackles comprise the number of crackles identified, and also
a temporal segment and a mean intensity in this temporal
segment, for each crackle.
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[0015] Provision is furthermore made for these parameters
to also include a frequency range within which each iden-
tified crackle lies.

[0016] Moreover, the parameters characterizing a set of
sibilant rhonchi preferably comprise, for each sibilant rhon-
chus, a mean frequency over a stable phase of the sibilant
rhonchus and at least one coefficient of linear variation in
frequency of the start and/or of the end of the sibilant
rhonchus.

[0017] Advantageously, the parameters characterizing a
set of sibilant rhonchi comprise the number of fundamental
sibilant rhonchi of lowest frequencies.

[0018] Particularly to characterize polyphonic sibilant
rhonchi, the parameters characterizing a set of sibilant
rhonchi comprise, for each fundamental sibilant rhonchus
and its harmonic sibilant rhonchi, the number of harmonic
sibilant rhonchi and a mean ratio of the intensities of the
harmonics to the intensities of the fundamental.

[0019] In a preferred embodiment, the computing module
is furthermore designed to compare said parameters with
values prerecorded in an ordered memory, comprising data
of sets of parameters, each set characterizing at least one
adventitious sound, the device furthermore including a
warning module suitable for being activated or not, depend-
ing on the comparison.

[0020] In a variant of this embodiment, the parameters
characterizing an adventitious sound are stored in succession
in an ordered memory, this ordered memory preferably
being structured as a database.

[0021] In an advantageous embodiment, the device fur-
thermore includes a telecommunication module for remote
consultation of the database.

[0022] The computing module, for example stored in a
read-only memory of the device, is intended to be used by
a processor that the device according to the invention
includes, as the case may be. It may also be in the form of
a computer program that may be loaded into the memory of
the device from a removable reader.

[0023] In this regard, the object of the present invention is
also to provide a removable medium intended to cooperate
with a reader of a device of the type described above and
comprising data for programs for using the computing
module.

[0024] In an advantageous embodiment, the removable
medium furthermore includes prerecorded data of param-
eters characterizing adventitious sounds.

[0025] Other advantages and features of the present inven-
tion will become apparent on examining the detailed
description below and the appended drawings in which:

[0026] FIG. 1 shows schematically a device according to
the invention for analyzing sounds resulting from a mediate
auscultation;

[0027] FIG. 2 is a time-frequency representation of a
normal respiratory sound (or “vesicular murmur”);

[0028] FIG. 3 is a time-frequency representation of a
respiratory sound that includes an adventitious sound of the
“sibilant rhonchus” type;
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[0029] FIG. 4 is a time-frequency representation of a
respiratory sound that includes an adventitious sound of the
“fine crackle” type; and

[0030] FIG. 5 is a time-frequency representation of a
respiratory sound that includes an adventitious sound of the
“coarse crackle” type.

[0031] The drawings contain for the most part elements of
a specific nature. They may not only serve to make the
present invention more clearly understood, but also, as the
case may be, contribute to its definition.

[0032] The reader should firstly refer to FIG. 1 which
shows, by way of example, a device for analyzing respira-
tory sounds according to the invention. Overall, this device
comprises a processing unit (central processing unit 10),
provided with peripherals 90 to 97 that are connected to the
central processing unit. In the example shown in FIG. 1, the
analytical device includes a computer equipped with a
monitor (screen 90), a printer 91, an input keyboard 93 and
a screen selection member (or mouse 92).

[0033] Moreover, a harness 95 worn by the patient PA
includes an electronic stethoscope fitted with a plurality of
sensors 94 (six sensors in the example described). These
sensors are designed to work in a chosen frequency band so
as to avoid picking up sounds emanating from the heartbeats
of the patient PA, and also any rubbing noise from the
harness 95, or the like. Typically, this frequency band
extends from 100 Hz to about 2 kHz. The band-pass filter 96
symbolizes this function. It should be noted that, as a
variant, the sensors 94 may work over a wider frequency
band, while the link between the sensors 94 and the central
processing unit 10, or else the central processing unit itself,
include means for filtering within a limited frequency band,
between approximately 100 Hz and 2 kHz. The acoustic
sensors 94 are then designed to convert an acoustic sound
(respiratory sound) into a temporal electrical signal (arrow
S).

[0034] A respiratory flow rate probe 97 (pneumot-
achograph in the example described) may also be provided,
this being fitted for example into a mask placed on the face
of the patient PA. The probe 97 is therefore capable of
identifying a start-of-respiration instant, for example
between an inspiration and an expiration by the patient PA,
from a change in sign of the respiratory flow rate Q.

[0035] The central processing unit 10 includes an interface
1 provided with a sampler Samp (present for example on a
sound card) connected to the sensors 94, for the purpose of
sampling the temporal signal S. In particular, according to
Shannon’s theorem, it is preferable to use a sampling
frequency that is twice the maximum frequency of the useful
signal, so as to suppress aliasing phenomena. The samples of
the signal S (the aforementioned multiplicity of intensities)
are then stored in the random-access memory 2 (RAM), with
a view to processing them by a processing module of the
aforementioned type, said module being recorded in the
read-only memory 4 (ROM) contained in the central pro-
cessing unit 10.

[0036] The central processing unit 10 is provided with a
microprocessor 3 (uP) for processing the samples by com-
putation. This microprocessor is advantageously capable of
working at computational rates of the order of 150 MHz or
higher. The spectra resulting from the processing may be
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recorded on a hard disk of the central processing unit 10 that
includes the read-only memory 4, or else on a removable
medium 5, such as a floppy disk, a writable CD-ROM, a
magnetooptic disk or the like. There may also be a commu-
nication interface 7 with a MODEM link in order to transmit
the contents of the random-access memory 2 (processed
spectrum) to a remote station, such as a station (not shown)
for interpreting data. The communication interface 7 may
furthermore receive samples of temporal signals S coming
from the digitization of respiratory sounds from a remote
patient (not shown) or else already processed spectra, for
interpretation.

[0037] The link 72 between the modem 7 and the random-
access memory 2 of the central processing unit 10, or else
the link 12 between the sound card 1 and the random-access
memory 2, then form, in this example, the input of the
aforementioned analytical device.

[0038] The monitor 90 and the printer 91, that the ana-
Iytical device also has, allow the spectra resulting from the
aforementioned processing to be displayed. The input key-
board 93 and the mouse 92 are used to modify the time and
frequency scales of the spectra shown, or else to refine the
choice of the aforementioned weighting coefficients.

[0039] In general, most of the links between the various
elements of the central processing unit 10, and the links with
the peripherals, are controlled by a motherboard 8 (MB). For
the sake of clarity of FIG. 1, the links between the moth-
erboard 8 and the elements of the central processing unit 110
have not been shown. However, it should be noted that the
monitor 90 is connected to the central processing unit 10 via
a graphics card 6 (link 26) in the usual manner.

[0040] The sound card 1 is driven so as to receive a
temporal signal that it samples. The read-only memory
comprises a computing module so that the processor, in
cooperation with the read-only memory, is designed to
evaluate a time-frequency transform of the sampled signal,
this transform being of the type described in application WO
00/00736.

[0041] Accordingly, this application WO 00/00736 is, for
all useful purposes, cited here by reference.

[0042] Referring now to FIG. 2, this shows the spectrum
resulting from such a “time-frequency” conversion of a
normal vesicular murmur (nonpathological respiratory
sound). The various types of hatching (oblique hatching,
horizontal hatching and cross hatching) are representative of
ranges of converted (respectively increasing) intensities as a
function of a real time scale for which the temporal values
are retained, plotted on the x-axis and a frequency scale,
plotted on the y-axis. No particular spectral event is there-
fore noted.

[0043] In contrast, the “time-frequency” spectrum shown
in FIG. 3 demonstrates substantially four sibilant rhonchi
that are continuous sounds having a duration generally
greater than or equal to 125 ms:

[0044] a first curve S1 from O to 0.7 s approximately,
with a stabilized frequency of around 1.15 kHz;

[0045] a second curve S2 between 1.4 s and 2.7 s,
with a mean frequency of around 0.75 kHz;
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[0046] a third curve S3 that extends from about 1.6 s
to 2.5 s and with a mean frequency of around 0.55
kHz; and

[0047] a fourth curve S4 between 2 s and 2.5 s, with
a mean frequency of around 0.20 kHz.

[0048] This type of rale is divided into two classes accord-
ing to whether they are formed from one (monophonic) or
several (polyphonic) frequencies. Thus, between 0 and 0.7 s
(left-hand part of the spectrum in FIG. 7), the spectral
representation of the respiratory sound demonstrates a
monophonic sibilant rhonchus, whereas between 1.3 s and
2.5 s, this spectral representation demonstrates a polyphonic
sibilant rhonchus (with three frequencies in the spectrum
shown).

[0049] Another type of adventitious noise (or rale) relates
to crackles, which are discontinuous adventitious sounds.
The duration of these sounds in general barely exceeds 20
ms.

[0050] FIGS. 4 and 5 show fine crackles (FIG. 4) and
coarse crackles (FIG. 5). In FIG. 4, pulses FC1 to FC6, of
approximately vertical tendency, with a maximum fre-
quency in the region of 1 kHz may be seen. These tempo-
rally brief events correspond to fine crackles. In FIG. 5,
pulses CC1 to CC8, with frequencies limited to about 600
Hz and substantially longer temporal duration (around 20
ms) may be seen. To the ear, these pulses typically sound
like crackles.

[0051] Referring to FIG. 9, the processing for the pur-
poses of the present invention starts with the inputting of raw
sampled data stored at step 100 (DATA I). Advantageously,
provision is made at steps 102 and 104 to filter out the
sounds from the heartbeats. For this purpose, a low-pass
filter 102 lets through the very low frequencies (of the order
of a few HZ), while an analyzer 104 identifies the frequency
of the heartbeats and reconstructs the signal therefrom. This
signal is subtracted from the raw data signal DATAT at step
124.

[0052] At step 106, the signal representative of the respi-
ratory sound, containing as the case may be adventitious
sounds (and without the sounds of the heartbeats) is filtered
by a band-pass filter, preferably between 50 and 2 000 Hz.

[0053] At step 108, a signal detector adjusts the respira-
tory cycle with respect to a standard cycle, the duration of
which is predetermined, especially according to the patient’s
characteristics (age, sex, etc.). Such an adjustment advan-
tageously makes it possible to suppress changes of fre-
quency that are due to the durations of inspirations and
expirations, which are generally variable. Thus, an inspira-
tion start IS and an expiration end EE, to which we will
return later on, are detected.

[0054] At step 110, a dynamic range compressor/expander
adjusts the gain G as a function of the local level, with a
chosen time constant (preferably from 0.1 to 0.5 seconds).
Advantageously, this time constant is relatively short, so as
to enrich the spectra that will be obtained in subsequent
processing. This function thus makes it possible to increase
the dynamic range of small signals so as to facilitate
qualitative analysis of the signal. It also makes it possible to
obtain a “zoom” effect on low-amplitude passages in the
measured signals. On the other hand, if the time constant is
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chosen to be higher, a spectral signal will be obtained whose
contrast is higher. Thus, in a first analysis, a relatively short
time constant may be chosen so as to obtain a rich spectrum,
whereas in a second processing step (especially when the
types of adventitious sound have been identified) a longer
time constant may be chosen so as to obtain only predomi-
nant signals representative of a particular adventitious sound
in the spectra obtained.

[0055] After the step of modifying the gain G, data DATA
1T is recovered at step 112, this data thus being preprocessed.

[0056] Referring to FIG. 10, this preprocessed data is
stored in the memory of the device, for the purpose of
performing a time-frequency transform of the type described
in the Applicant’s application WO 00/00736. After this
conversion step 114, the device includes, in an advantageous
embodiment, a module 120 for automatically recognizing
adventitious sounds that are likely to be identified in the
spectra obtained after step 114. Preferably, the module 120
is in the form of a computer program that is stored in the
read-only memory of the device and can be executed by the
processor for the purpose of identifying the intensity
maxima:

[0057] as a function of time, and at a constant fre-
quency, in order to identify crackling (coarse crack-
les or fine crackles); and

[0058] as a function of frequency, and at a constant
time, for the purpose of identifying sibilant rhonchi.

[0059] Thus, the module 120 performs successive fre-
quency scans in order to identify the sibilant rhonchi and
time scans in order to identify the crackles.

[0060] In aless sophisticated variant, the spectra obtained
at step 114 may be displayed on the screen of the device,
while a manipulator, by displaying the spectra on the screen,
determines whether adventitious sounds relate to sibilant
rhonchi or to crackles.

[0061] The processing continues at step 116, when the
spectra obtained indicates the presence of sibilant rhonchi.
Preferably, at step 116, the preprocessing steps of FIG. 9 are
repeated (arrow 122) on fresh respiratory sound data, if
necessary using a longer time constant than in step 110, this
being done, so as to average the spectra indicating the
presence of sibilant rhonchi, for example in an average of
five spectra. This averaging performed at step 116 thus
makes it possible to smooth out the spectra obtained and to
identify frequency ranges within which the measured sibi-
lant rhonchi change.

[0062] Of course, in a less sophisticated variant, the sibi-
lant rhonchi may be identified in a single spectra obtained in
step 114. However, the average of the spectrograms is used
to attenuate the non-steady-state phenomena, whereas the
steady-state phenomena, (such as sibilant rhonchi) are con-
firmed.

[0063] Moreover, at step 118 and when crackling (coarse
crackles or fine crackles) are identified, the preprocessing
operations of FIG. 9 may be repeated, for example just once,
with a higher time constant, so as to contrast the spectrum
obtained at step 114, where appropriate. In this case, it will
be attempted to quantify the number of non-steady-state
phenomena observed, for example the number of crackles,
their height in terms of frequency, their width in time, their
intensity, etc.
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[0064] FIG. 6 represents the modeling of the sibilant
rhonchi that appear in the spectrum of FIG. 3. When several
spectra are averaged at step 116, the non-steady-state phe-
nomena are filtered out, while only the sibilant rhonchi are
retained. These sibilant rhonchi are manually “linearized”
using a conventional graphical processing operation.

[0065] In a more sophisticated variant, statistical process-
ing establishes, as a function of time, linear regressions of
the frequency variations of these sibilant rhonchi, preferably
within six temporal ranges, as will be seen below.

[0066] Advantageously, at step 108, it is also possible to
determine, by determining an inspiration start instant IS and
an expiration end instant EE, an inspiration end instant IE
and an expiration start instant ES since, referring to FIG. 3,
the intensity of the signals detected between IE and ES show
a sudden drop.

[0067] In each temporal range IS-IE and ES-EE, the
aforementioned statistical processing (for example, a com-
puter program capable of statistically managing the time/
frequency data calculated at step 114) establishes a first
linear regression S11, 821, S31, S41, and a threshold value
that is a function of the standard deviation in this regression
(for example, a multiple of the standard deviation). When
the statistical processing detects a plurality of successive
points that lie significantly outside the regression (depending
on the aforementioned threshold value), a second linear
regression S12, S22, §32, S42 is calculated. Again, associ-
ated with this linear regression is a threshold value that
depends on the standard deviation in this linear regression.
The processing continues by calculating a third linear
regression S13, S23, S33 and S43, when successive points
lie significantly outside the previous linear regression.

[0068] Of course, the aforementioned threshold values
may be different depending on the first, second or third
linear regressions. Typically, the practitioner knows that, at
the start of an inspiration or an expiration (S11, S21, S31,
S41), the frequency of a sibilant thonchus varies suddenly
with time. This frequency then becomes relatively stable
over time (plateaus S12, S22, S32 and S42). At the end of
an inspiration or an expiration (S13, S23, S33, S43), this
frequency again varies suddenly with time (generally
decreases rapidly).

[0069] Advantageously, the statistical processing makes it
possible to identify these three phases for the various sibilant
rhonchi detected. In the example shown in FIG. 6, the
inspiration phase exhibits a single sibilant rhonchus, with
three clear inspiration start, frequency-stabilization and
inspiration end phases (with a decrease in the frequency of
the sibilant rhonchus). As regards the expiration phase, this
exhibits three sibilant rhonchi, with frequency reductions
initially, then a frequency stabilization and frequency reduc-
tions at the end of expiration.

[0070] More precisely, the expiration phase exhibits a
single polyphonic sibilant rhonchus, with a sibilant rhonchus
at the fundamental frequency S4 and two sibilant rhonchi at
harmonic frequencies S2 and S3.

[0071] Asibilant rhonchus may conventionally be decom-
posed into a Fourier series of the type:

S(H)=sin(wef)}+2A; sin{iog?).
[0072] In this expression, o, is a function of time. In the
example shown in FIG. 6, this function is linear since the
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modeling of the frequency variation of the sibilant rhonchi
is preferentially linear in the example, with substantially
linear frequency increase or decrease phases and phases in
which these frequencies are approximately constant.

[0073] The processing by the device according to the
invention advantageously evaluates the coefficients of the
linear variation of the frequency in each inspiration or
expiration phase of the sibilant rhonchi. These linear varia-
tion parameters are important data for diagnosis by the
practitioner in terms of the patient’s pathology, as will be
seen below.

[0074] During the relatively frequency-stable phases Si2,
preferential provision is made to average the respective
frequencies of the sibilant rhonchi for the purpose of storing
these average frequencies, while the frequencies of the other
phases Sil and Si2 are parameterized in a linear variation
model.

[0075] The number of sibilant rhonchi having the lowest
fundamental frequencies (S1 and S4 in the example shown)
is stored as parameter representing the adventitious sound.

[0076] Another important parameter is the number of
harmonics that a polyphonic sibilant rhonchus has, and the
ratio of their intensities (the mean value of each parameter
A, of the Fourier series). The processing by the device
according to the invention indicates the numerical values of
these parameters, for example by displaying them on a
display screen of the device.

[0077] Provision is also made to store these parameters in
a read-only memory of the device, for the purpose of
constructing a database. On the basis of these parameters,
the soundcard 1 can cooperate with the processor and this
read-only memory for the purpose of reconstructing an
acoustic signal that comprises the parameters calculated and
stored in the database in the manner described above.

[0078] For example, provision may be made to store
sampled data of a normal vesicular murmur, on which is
superposed a sound whose parameters are taken from the
aforementioned database.

[0079] When the parameters are stored in the read-only
memory ROM of the device, this memory being arranged
and structured according to the aforementioned database, a
set of stored parameters is representative of an associated
pathology, and more particularly of a stage, known by the
practitioner, in the development of this pathology.

[0080] Reference will now be made to FIGS. 7 and 8 in
order to describe the modeling of the crackling (fine crackles
in FIG. 7 and coarse crackles in FIG. 8).

[0081] A processing module is provided, in the device,
that is capable at the end of step of 118 of identifying the
frequency maxima in the measured intensities for each
crackle and an average width L of the crackle, which
corresponds to a temporal range within which this crackle
lies. Thus, each crackle is modeled according to its fre-
quency height H, relative to the vesicular murmur (back-
ground noise at about 300 Hz), and by the temporal range L
within which this crackle lies and which allows it to be
characterized in terms of “coarse crackles” or “fine crack-
les”.

[0082] Advantageously, the number of crackles is detected
manually or automatically.
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[0083] The practitioner may, here again, make a diagnosis
on the basis of these data (number of crackles in a respira-
tory cycle, average width L of the crackles and frequency
height).

[0084] In addition, the parameters of these crackles (width
L and height H) may be stored and classified in a database
as “fine crackles” or “coarse crackles”.

[0085] Preferably, in the rectangles that model the crackles
shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, an average intensity is assigned to
each crackle and this average value is stored with the
parameters L and H in the database.

[0086] Conversely, using the parameters stored in this
database, it is possible to recreate a respiratory sound
comprising adventitious sounds of the “crackle” type
(parameterized according to their width, their height and
their number) that are superposed on a normal vesicular
murmur and, where appropriate, on modeled sibilant rhon-
chi, if it is desired to listen to a complex respiratory sound.

[0087] Of course, another particularly advantageous appli-
cation consists in operating the device for a patient at home,
when the parameters extracted in the manner described
above from the measured respiratory sounds (frequency
variation of the sibilant rhonchi, ratio of the intensity of the
harmonics, width, height and number of crackles) can be
transmitted via a communication link in an Internet-type
network to a diagnosis unit. The diagnosis unit is therefore
equipped with a processing module that recomposes the
sound thus parameterized, while the practitioner listens to
this sound in order to make his diagnosis.

[0088] In this embodiment, the transmission via the com-
munication link is rapid since the transmitted data (adven-
titious sound parameters) are much less than unprocessed
sound data that would have been transmitted for the prac-
titioner to listen to.

[0089] In a variant, the device may compare the measured
parameters with parameters stored in a database that the
memory of the device has, while an alarm module (for
example an acoustic signal or a visual signal displayed on
the screen) is activated if this comparison reveals an
advanced stage of the pathology, corresponding as the case
may be to a crisis.

[0090] The database may be arranged as a shared refer-
ence system covering a large number of respiratory sounds,
these being progressively added to, in particular under the
control of specialists and/or experts.

[0091] Of course, the present invention is not limited to
the embodiment described above by way of example, rather
it extends to other variants that nevertheless remain defined
within the context of the claims appended hereto.

1. A device for assistance in the analysis of respiratory
sounds, of the type comprising a working memory (2),
capable of storing samples of a signal representing a respi-
ratory sound, and a computing module (4, 3) capable of
cooperating with the working memory in order to carry out
a time and frequency conversion of the signal (114), char-
acterized in that it furthermore includes means (4, 3, 120) for
identifying, in a converted signal, at least one component
relating to an adventitious sound (Si; FCi; Cei) and in that

Feb. 10, 2005

the computing module is designed to extract a set of param-
eters (Ai, wy; H, L) characterizing this adventitious sound
from the converted signal.

2. The device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
said means are designed to identify the component that
represents the adventitious sound in a frequency and time
representation (FIG. 3, FIG. 4, FIG. 5) of the converted
signal.

3. The device as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that
it includes an acquisition member (92, 93), whereas the
means for identifying the component are manual.

4. The device as claimed in either of claims 1 or 2,
characterized in that the computing module is furthermore
capable of comparing (120) successive intensity values of
the converted signal in order to identify said component.

5. The device as claimed in claim 4, characterized in that
the computing module (120) is designed to compare the
intensity values by carrying out:

a frequency scan of the intensities, for various successive
instants, when the adventitious sound to be identified is
a set of sibilant rhonchi; and/or

a time scan of the intensities, for various frequencies,
when the adventitious sound to be identified is a set of
crackles.

6. The device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
the parameters characterizing a set of crackles comprise the
number of crackles identified, and also a temporal segment
(L) and preferably a mean intensity in this temporal seg-
ment, for each crackle.

7. The device as claimed in claim 6, characterized in that
the parameters furthermore include a frequency range (H)
within which each identified crackle lies.

8. The device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
the parameters characterizing a set of sibilant rhonchi com-
prise, for each sibilant rhonchus, a mean frequency over a
stable phase of the sibilant rhonchus (Si2) and at least one
coefficient of linear variation in frequency of the start (Sil)
and/or of the end (Si3) of the sibilant rhonchus.

9. The device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
the parameters characterizing a set of sibilant rhonchi com-
prise the number of fundamental sibilant rhonchi of lowest
frequencies (S1, $4).

10. The device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
the parameters characterizing a set of sibilant rhonchi com-
prise, for each fundamental sibilant rhonchus (S4) and its
harmonic sibilant rhonchi (S2, S3), the number of harmonic
sibilant rhonchi and a mean ratio (Ai) of the intensities of the
harmonics to the intensities of the fundamental.

11. The device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
the computing module is furthermore designed to compare
said parameters with values prerecorded in an ordered
memory (ROM), comprising data of sets of parameters, each
set characterizing at least one adventitious sound, and in that
the device furthermore includes a warning module suitable
for being activated or not, depending on the comparison.

12. The device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
the parameters characterizing an adventitious sound are
stored in succession in an ordered memory (4).

13. The device as claimed in either of claims 11 or 12,
characterized in that the ordered memory (4) is structured as
a database.
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14. The device as claimed in claim 13, characterized in
that it furthermore includes a telecommunication module
(MODEM) for remote consultation of the database.

15. A removable medium intended to cooperate with a
reader (5) of a device as claimed in claim 1, characterized in
that it includes data for programs for using the computing
module.
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16. The removable medium as claimed in claim 14,
characterized in that it furthermore includes prerecorded
data of parameters (Ai, w,; H, L) characterizing adventitious
sounds.
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