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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
URODYNAMIC ANALYSIS

This application is a 371 of PCT Application No. PCT/
CA2004/001825 filed Oct. 15, 2004, which claims the benefit
under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Patent Applica-
tion No. 60/511,095 filed Oct. 15, 2003 and U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 60/585,587 filed Jul. 7, 2004, and
which claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 or 365 to Cana-
dian Application No. 2,473,192, filed Jul. 7, 2004. The entire
teachings of the above applications are incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of Invention

The present invention relates to the fields of near infrared
spectroscopy (NIRS) and its application to the field of Urol-
ogy and more specifically to bladder urodynamics and in the
diagnosis of disorders related to voiding dysfunction.

2. Description of Related Art

Voiding dysfunction affects over 50% of the population. A
primary tool used to understand how the bladder functions is
to test bladder urodynamics. Urodynamics can measure blad-
der volume, whether the bladder has normal sensation during
filling and whether the bladder contracts with appropriate
strength when a patient/subject voids. Urodynamics testing
can also inform us if a patient has an obstruction to the bladder
or, if there is leakage of urine (incontinence—involuntary
leakage), then what type of leakage it is. Urodynamics are
done to diagnose a variety of underlying problems of the
bladder. It is also used following implementation of treatment
strategies to demonstrate success or failure. A traditional
urodynamic test consists of three components—the non inva-
sive uroflow (which gives information about bladder empty-
ing), the Cystometrogram (which gives information about
bladder filling) and the pressure flow study (which gives
additional information about bladder emptying).

To perform standard urodynamics, the patient is asked to
attend with a full bladder. The patient is asked to void onto a
scale, which produces a tracing of how quickly they can void,
and the total voided volume. Then, two catheters are posi-
tioned, one in bladder and one in the rectum. From this point
onwards the test is invasive in nature. Furthermore, the pres-
ence of the catheter in the urethra is a known confounding
factor because the catheter itself can cause obstruction to
voiding, can be irritating to the bladder causing false contrac-
tions, and/or can have side effects including bleeding and
infection.

It is also useful for Urologists to have a direct measurement
of how strong the bladder muscle itself contracts. To do so, a
catheter is placed into the rectum and it is connected to a
pressure transducer that measures abdominal pressure. A sec-
ond catheter is placed into the centre of the bladder via the
urethra and is also connected to a pressure transducer. It is
known that the pressure in the centre of the bladder is a
reflection of the abdominal pressure plus the pressure gener-
ated by the bladder muscle itself. Therefore, it is possible to
calculate the pressure generated by the bladder muscle indi-
rectly. However, conventional urodynamics testing does not
provide a direct measure of bladder muscle activities. This
deficit is apparent when the flow of urine is measured without
the use of catheters. The volume of urine voided onto a scale
provides a tracing of how quickly the volume of urine is
voided. This is called the ‘non invasive uroflow’. However,
with uroflow testing no information is recorded from the
bladder muscle. Both a weak bladder muscle and an
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obstructed bladder with high pressure in the bladder muscle
wall can produce a dribbling type of urinary stream with
reduced flow rates.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a non-invasive means of
measuring bladder function or urodynamics. The non-inva-
sive techniques taught herein may be performed in conjunc-
tion with traditional invasive and non-invasive urodynamics
testing.

In accordance with one aspect of the invention there is
provided a method for monitoring bladder function in an
animal having a bladder, where the method includes position-
ing of a light emitter and a light detector adjacent to the
animal’s bladder; emitting light at the bladder with the light
emitter while detecting light with the light detector; and col-
lecting data representative of detected light during bladder
activity, to provide an indication of bladder function. Wherein
light is emitted and detected over a period of time and the data
is thereby representative of bladder function during the time
period. The positioning may be on the animal’s skin adjacent
to the animal’s bladder. The light may be near infrared (NIR),
the emitter may be a near infrared spectroscopy (NIRS) emit-
ter, the detector may be a NIRS detector and the data may be
NIRS data. The light may be coherent light.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention there is
provided a method for monitoring bladder function in an
animal having a bladder, where the method includes position-
ing of an near infrared spectroscopy (NIRS) emitter and a
NIRS detector adjacent to the animal’s bladder; emitting near
infrared (NIR) light at an animal’s bladder with the NIRS
emitter while detecting NIR light with the NIRS detector; and
collecting NIRS data representative of detected NIR light
during bladder activity, to provide an indication of bladder
function. The positioning may be on the animal’s skin adja-
cent to the animal’s bladder. The near infrared (NIR) light
may be coherent light.

The method may include positioning ultrasonically or
alternatively by placing the NIRS emitter and the NIRS detec-
tor 10 mm cephalic of the animal’s symphysis pubis particu-
larly wherein the animal is an adult human.

Ultrasonic positioning may include the steps of transmit-
ting ultrasonic energy from a transducer; and receiving
reflected ultrasonic energy to determine the location of the
animal’s bladder.

The method may include emission of NIR light in about the
750-950 nanometer (nm) range. The NIR light may further be
limited to the range of 760-920 nm. Alternatively, the NIR
light may be between 770-910 nm or 780-900 nm or 790-890
nm.
The collected NIRS data may for example be processed to
provide information indicative of a change in the animal’s
level of one or more of: oxygenated hemoglobin (HbO,);
de-oxygenated hemoglobin (Hb); oxidized cytochrome a, a5
reduced cytochrome a, a;; oxidized minus reduced forms of
the cytochrome C oxidase (Cyt) or other chromophores.

The method may also include positioning which includes
securing the NIRS emitter and the NIRS detector with a light
shield to exclude ambient light from interfering with collec-
tion of NIRS data.

The method may also include attenuating the emitted NIR
light prior to emitting NIR light at an animal’s bladder,
whereby attenuation is used to compensate for variations in a
physical parameter of the animal. Attenuation may be accom-
plished by filtering of the NIR light emitted. Furthermore,
filtering of the NIR light may be accomplished with a filter
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chamber having selectable variable density filters, operable to
incrementally filter emitted NIR light.

The method may further comprise obtaining ultrasonic
measurements of the animal’s bladder parameters, at the
same or a different time as collecting NIRS data.

The method may also include positioning of the NIRS
emitter and the NIRS detector to provide for a separation of
the NIRS emitter and the NIRS detector of between 15-90
mm.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention a light
shield apparatus is provided, which includes an opaque shield
body defining an emitter aperture, a detector aperture and an
ultrasound probe aperture, wherein the emitter aperture, the
detector aperture and the ultrasound probe aperture permit
access to defined areas on a animal’s skin to which the light
shield apparatus is applied; an emitter retainer operable to
hold an NIRS emitter within the emitter aperture so that the
NIRS emitter is positionable to access an emission surface on
the animal’s skin, wherein the emitter retainer is operable to
reduce ambient light contamination of an animal’s skin sur-
face via the emitter aperture; and a detector retainer operable
to hold a NIRS detector within the detector aperture and
spaced apart from the NIRS emitter so that the NIRS detector
is positionable to access a detection surface on the animal’s
skin, wherein the detector retainer is operable to reduce ambi-
ent light contamination of a animal’s skin surface via the
detector aperture. The apparatus may also include an ultra-
sound probe closure, having open and closed positions, the
ultrasound aperture closure being operable to permit an ultra-
sound probe access to a animal’s skin through the light shield
apparatus in the open position and operable to reduce ambient
light contamination of a animal’s skin surface via the ultra-
sound probe aperture when in the closed position. The light
shield apparatus may also further comprise an attachnient
system operable to hold the light shield against the animal’s
skin. The attachment system may for example be selected
from the group consisting of: a urologic diaper, an adjustable
belt, an adjustable strap system, an adhesive glue, an adhesive
tape, static electrical charge, vacuum suction and weighted
tab system. The apparatus may also further comprise an inter-
face cable retention system.

The light shield apparatus may also be dimensioned such
that the emitter aperture is spaced apart from the detector
aperture to provide for a separation of the NIRS emitter and
the NIRS detector of between about 15-90 mm. Alternatively
the separation may be between 25-80 mm or 35-70 mm or
45-60 mm.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention a filter-
ing apparatus for attenuation of emitted NIR light is provided
for use with the methods described herein. The filtering appa-
ratus may include a filter chamber comprising a plurality of
variable density filters, operable to incrementally filter emit-
ted NIR light from the total unfiltered output illumination and
a selection system, whereby one or more of said plurality of
variable density filters may be positioned in the path of the
emitted NIR light.

The filtering apparatus may also include a series of slidable
filters having a filtering position and a non-filtering position
and wherein the selection system comprises an actuator oper-
able to slide one or more of the plurality of variable density
filters alternatively into the filtering position or the non-fil-
tering position.

The plurality of variable density filters may be stepped at
increments selected from the group consisting: 1%, 2%, 3%,
4%, 5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9% and 10% of the total unfiltered
output illumination. Alternatively, the plurality of variable
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density filters may be stepped at increments of 5% or 6% or
7% of the total unfiltered output illumination.

Other aspects and features of the present invention will
become apparent to those ordinarily skilled in the art upon
review of the following description of specific embodiments
of the invention in conjunction with the accompanying fig-
ures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In drawings which illustrate embodiments of the invention,

FIG. 1A is a bottom plan view of an embodiment of the
light shield apparatus.

FIG. 1B is a top plan view of the embodiment shown in
FIG. 1A.

FIG. 1C is a cross sectional side view of the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1B as taken through line c.

FIG. 2A is a front view of an embodiment of the filtering
apparatus.

FIG. 2B is a top plan view of the embodiment shown in
FIG. 2A.

FIG. 2C is a cross sectional side view of the embodiment
shown in FIG. 2B as taken through line c.

FIG. 3A is a urodynamic tracing of Uroflow Patient #21
showing detrusor over activity and voiding pressure within
the lower range of normal in an 82 year old male with a history
of angina and Type II diabetes, with complaints of frequency,
nocturia x3, and prostate enlargement (BPH).

FIG. 3B is a urodynamic tracing of Uroflow Patient #25
showing normal uroflow, detrusor over activity, urgency
incontinence, and normal pressure flow in a 62 year old
female with a history of urgency frequency and urgency
incontinence.

FIG. 4A is a urodynamic tracing of Uroflow Patient #26
showing normal uroflow and detrusor over activity in a 67
year old female with a history of frequency, urgency and
incontinence.

FIG. 4B is a urodynamic tracing of Uroflow Patient #27
showing neurogenic bladder in a 72 year old male with a
history of spinal cord injury.

FIG. 5A is a urodynamic tracing of Uroflow Patient #28
showing prolonged uroflow (but almost normal in a 34 year
old female with a history of frequency, interstitial cystitis and
no history of incontinence.

FIG. 5B is a urodynamic tracing of Uroflow Patient #30
showing a slow onset of uroflow in a 30 year old female who
has a history of urgency and frequency and some inconti-
nence.

FIG. 6A is a urodynamic tracing of Supine CMG Patient
#21 showing low contraction pressure with low flow due to
obstruction inan 82 year old male with a history of angina and
Type 1I diabetes, with complaints of frequency, nocturia x3,
and prostate enlargement (BPH).

FIG. 6B is a urodynamic tracing of Supine CMG Patient
#22 showing a high contraction pressure with low flow in a 65
yr old male with obstruction and urgency incontinence.

FIG. 7A is a urodynamic tracing of Supine CMG Patient
#23 showing detrusor over activity, urgency incontinence,
high contraction pressure, and obstruction in a 55 year old
male with reduced flow, urinary frequency, post-void drib-
bling.

FIG. 7B is a urodynamic tracing of Supine CMG Patient
#24 showing no voluntary detrusor contraction in a 65 yr male
with no voluntary detrusor contraction, and overflow incon-
tinence.

FIG. 8A is a urodynamic tracing of Supine CMG Patient
#25 showing normal uroflow, detrusor over activity, urgency
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incontinence, and normal pressure flow in a 62 year old
female with a history of urgency frequency and urgency
incontinence.

FIG. 8B is a urodynamic tracing of Supine CMG Patient
#26 showing normal uroflow and detrusor over activity ina 67
year old female with a history of frequency, urgency and
incontinence, but not stress incontinence.

FIG. 9A is a urodynamic tracing of Sitting CMG Patient
#21 showing poor muscle compliance in an 82 year old male
with a history of angina and Type II diabetes, with complaints
of frequency, nocturia x3, and prostate enlargement (BPH).

FIG. 9B is a urodynamic tracing of Sitting CMG Patient
#23 showing detrusor over activity, urgency incontinence,
high contraction pressure, and obstruction in a 55 year old
male with reduced flow, urinary frequency, post-void drib-
bling.

FIG. 10A is a urodynamic tracing of Sitting CMG Patient
#24 showing no voluntary detrusor contraction in a 65 yr male
with no voluntary detrusor contraction, and overflow incon-
tinence.

FIG. 10B is a urodynamic tracing of Sitting CMG Patient
#25 showing normal uroflow, detrusor over activity, urgency
incontinence, and normal pressure flow in a 62 year old
female with a history of urgency frequency and urgency
incontinence.

FIG. 11A is aurodynamic tracing of Uroflow 1* Volunteer,
1** showing normal bladder function in a 50 year old female in
good health with no urologic complaints.

FIG. 11B is a urodynamic tracing of Uroflow 1% Volunteer,
274 Trial showing normal bladder function in a 50 year old
female in good health with no urologic complaints.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

General Methods and Apparatus
(1) Urodynamics

Urodynamics was performed using the Laborie urodynam-
ics equipment. Urodynamics consists of 3 sub-components.
This standard protocol was used for all patients described
below.
A. Uroflow

The patient arrives to the lab with a full bladder. The
non-invasive uroflow is done in the standing position for
male patients and in the sitting position for female
patients. The patient spontaneously voids to empty as
much as possible from their bladder. A catheter is then
inserted in the bladder and the remaining urine drained
and its volume measured.

B. Filling Cystometrogram (CMG)

An 8 Fr double lumen urodynamic catheter, a urodynamic
rectal balloon catheter and EMG perineal leads are
placed in the standard fashion. The patient is supine.
Sterile, room temperature water is infused at rates con-
sistent with the subject’s bladder condition using a
Laborie pump. Patients are asked to indicate “first sen-
sation”, sensation of “urgency”, and “capacity” in keep-
ing with the definitions of the International Continence
Society.

“First sensation” or “first desire to void” is defined as a
normal desire to void and is described as the feeling that
leads the subject to pass urine at the next convenient
moment, but voiding can be delayed if necessary. A
strong desire to void is defined as a persistent desire to
void without the fear of leakage. Whereas, “urgency” is
defined as a strong desire to void accompanied by fear of
leakage or fear of pain. The term “capacity” must be
qualified. Maximum cystometric capacity, in patients
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with normal sensation, is the volume at which the sub-
ject feels that they can no longer delay micturition. In the
absence of sensation the maximum cystometric capacity
cannot be defined in the same terms and is the volume at
which the clinician decides to terminate filling. In the
presence of sphincter incompetence the maximum cys-
tometric capacity may be significantly increased by
occlusion of the urethra e.g. by Foley catheter. The
“functional bladder capacity”, or voided volume is more
relevant and is assessed from a frequency/volume chart
(urinary diary). The “maximum (anaesthetic) bladder
capacity” is the volume measured after filling during a
deep general or spinal/epidural anaesthetic, specifying
fluid temperature, filling pressure and filling time.

A capacity, the bladder is emptied by syringe via the cath-
eter, and the patient is changed to the sitting position
using the electronic urodynamics table/chair. Bladder
filling is repeated, at the same infusion rate, again
recording indicators of bladder sensation, but at maxi-
mum capacity, the patient is asked to spontaneously
void. (This is the beginning of the pressure flow segment
of the study.) Not all labs do the filling Cystometrogram
intwo positions (supine and upright). However, it can be
done for completeness because it is known that a change
in the patient position during bladder filling can unmask
certain pathologic problems.

C. Pressure Flow

With the urethral catheter, rectal balloon and EMG leads in
place, the patient is asked to void spontaneously into the
flow meter. This produces a pressure flow tracing. The
Abrams-Griffiths nomograms are used when plotting
the pressure flow study to indicate zones of obstructed
flow and non-obstructed flow. On a standard urody-
namic tracing a detrusor pressure (pdet) value is a reflec-
tion of the pressure in the bladder caused by the bladder
muscle and is calculated by subtracting abdominal pres-
sure (pabd) from vesical pressure (pves). Pves is the
pressure that is measured inside the bladder, with a cath-
eter that was specifically designed for pressure monitor-
ing in the urinary tract. The pressure information
obtained is a combination of the pressure being exerted
on the bladder by the abdominal contents, the weight or
pressure of any urine in the bladder and the force that the
detrusor muscle is exerting on that fluid. The Resting
pressure usually refers to the pressure in an empty blad-
der and may change with position. A normal bladder
resting pressures may vary between 8 and 40 cmH,0O,
depending upon the particular patient and position dur-
ing study. Pabd is measured by placing a special catheter
either in the rectum or the vagina. Abdominal pressure
information is significant because the bladder is con-
tained in the floor of the abdominal cavity and it is
important to isolate pressures and activities occurring in
the bladder itself. The detrusor pressure is a subtracted
pressure that is calculated by subtracting the pabd from
the pves. A pressure flow tracing displays a waveform
that represents the actual activities taking place in the
bladder during the CMG. Abdominal straining, gas and
the weight of the abdominal contents may produce arti-
facts, which can be removed from the information being
processed from the catheter in the bladder.

(2) Near Infrared Spectroscopy (NIRS)
A. General NIRS Urodynamic Method

NIRS instruments are commercially available from
Hamamatsu Photonics KK (325-6 Sunayama-Cho,
Hamamatsu-City, 430-8587 Japan). The present methods
were performed utilizing the NIRO-300™ near infrared spec-
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trophotometer from Hamamatsu Photonics. The NIRO-
300™ has data collection intervals suitable for urodynamic
analysis and is capable of measuring cytochrome c oxidase,
an important component of NIRS in urology applications.
Emitters for NIRS may for example be selected from filtered
white light, direct-gap gallium aluminum arsenide (GaAlAs)
semiconductor lasers, and/or light emitting diodes (i.e.
iRED). The white light source can be either a Xenon or
Halogen bulb and its filter component usually consists of a
segmented spinning disk comprised of a specific filtering
wavelength in each segment. The advantage of a white light
source is that a great number wavelengths can be accommo-
dated. GaAlAs lasers are specific to the infrared emission
region and can be set to unique wavelengths by adjusting the
gap width—they are pulsed to allow various wavelengths to
be sequentially synchronized. Lasers have the advantage of
having sufficient power output to achieve significant tissue
depth penetration. iRED’s are comprised of positive and
negative semiconductor materials directly in contact with
each other with the materials and interface junction selected
to achieve one specific wavelength. iRED’s have the advan-
tages of low input power requirement, high efficiency with
minimal heat generation, and long operational lifetime. A
single light source may be used to generate a variety of
infrared emissions or a series of separate lasers may be used
to generate a variety of infrared emissions where different
emissions are needed. “Light” as used herein refers to elec-
tromagnetic radiation. Coherence as used in relation to
“light” (i.e. coherent light) is a unique property of laser light
and arises from the stimulated emission process to provide the
amplification. A common stimulus triggers the emission
events, which provide the amplified light resulting in emitted
photons, which are “in step” and have a definite phase relation
to each other. Coherence is described in terms of temporal
coherence and spatial coherence.

The NIRO-300™ near infrared spectrophotometer emits
sequentially gated nanosecond pulses of four wavelengths of
near infrared light photons in the 760 to 920 nanometer range.
It detects the loss of light intensity when the emitted photons
are absorbed by changes in the concentration of oxygenated
hemoglobin (HbO,), and de-oxygenated hemoglobin (Hb),
as well as by changes in the net difference of the oxidized
minus reduced forms of the cytochrome C oxidase also
known as the copper moiety of mitochondrion cytochrome a,
a5 (Cyt). Furthermore, NIRS can detect oxygenated myoglo-
bin (MbO,); and de-oxygenated myoglobin (Mb). However,
in the 760 to 920 nm range Mb & MbO, spectra are indistin-
guishable from Hb & HbO,. The hemoglobin data provides
insight regarding delivery of oxygen to the tissues and the
cytochrome data indicates whether the tissues utilized the
delivered oxygen. In the urology setting, the primary design
requirement is to collect and report data at rates faster than
one-second intervals. This is necessary because of the high
rates of change that can occur during filling and voiding of the
bladder.

NIRS optodes, consisting of an NIRS emitter and NIRS
detector, can be positioned externally over the bladder. NIRS
optodes placement may have the NIRS emitter adjacent NIRS
detector along any of the coronal, sagittal, transverse or
diagonal planes, or posterior or anterior, left or right, caudal
or cephalic, or arbitrary relative to any of the planes. NIRS
optode placement may alternatively have the NIRS emitter
opposite from the NIRS detector. For example, one optode
may be placed on the anterior and the other on the posterior of
the animal, or one may be placed on the left while the other is
placed on the right. Generally, the orientation of emitter and
detector can be horizontal (left to right), vertical (caudal to
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cephalic), or arbitrary and would depend on the anatomical
structure and age of the animal/subject to be monitored. The
localization of optodes will generally require proximity to the
subject’s bladder. It will be appreciated by a person of skill in
the art that the present apparatus and methods may be applied
to any animal having a bladder.

NIRS optode (NIRS emitter and NIRS detector) placement
and orientation can be established relative to the physical
location of the bladder as for example generally being about
10 mm cephalic of the symphysis pubis in the midline of an
adult human, or by ultrasound detection of the bladder or
other detection methods known in the art.

The separation of NIRS emitter and NIRS detector, where
the arrangement is “adjacent”, would generally be about
15-90 mm, from center to center. Alternatively, the separation
may be between 25-80 mm, or 35-70 mm or 40-60 mm or
35-55 mm. However, separation may be adjusted depending
on laser power being used. For example reliable NIRS data
can be collected with separations of about 35-55 mm if a 1
mW laser power is used. Generally, iflaser power is increased
then a greater separation is needed because there will be
greater depth of penetration and consequently, a wider base of
return by refracted photons. However, increased laser power
may be hazardous to tissue. Similarly, less laser power would
yield narrower separations but at shallower depth of penetra-
tion. However, if the laser power is too low the light will not
penetrate sufficiently beyond skin thickness to interrogate the
bladder.

Pulse duration and frequency are technical constraints and
NIRS requires multiple wavelengths of light to mathemati-
cally solve for multiple chromophores (i.e. X number of
equations for X number of unknowns). Although lasers can be
built to emit discrete wavelengths, photon detectors detect all
light regardless of wavelength. Consequently, NIRS engi-
neering uses pulsed lasers so that the bursts arriving at the
detectors can be timed to be associated with the timed
sequence of pulses from the various lasers (one laser per
wavelength, as one laser per chromophore). The laser pulse
duration and frequency of pulsing, as a combination, must
have sufficient “off” phase to not have an overlap between
emissions and also have sufficient “on” phase to permit the
photons to traverse to the detector. As the number of lasers is
increased there is greater risk of mistiming. Fortunately, the
speed of light as fast as it is, pulse duration/frequency are
generally easily matched so that there is little risk of overlap
even if a hundred lasers are used rather then only the 4 as used
by the NIRO-300™. Generally, there is little need to modify
pulse duration or frequency. Monitoring resolution generally
increases with number of lasers. Rather than having 3 lasers
for 3 chromophores (i.e. Hb, HbO,, & Cyt) the NIRO-300™
uses 4 lasers, the one redundancy providing better resolution.

The NIRS illumination detectors cannot distinguish
between input NIRS emissions and the ambient background
light occurring whenever sunlight and man made lights are
present thus it is necessary to shield the emission and detec-
tion surfaces of the subject’s skin against ambient lighting.

Positioning of the light shield, NIRS emitter and NIRS
detector as mentioned above, may be accomplished ultrasoni-
cally, whereby a subject’s bladder is located using an ultra-
sound probe. Furthermore, ultrasound may be employed to
provide an indication of the volume of urine within the blad-
der. Ultrasound volume readings before and after urination
are made to determine the amount of residual urine in the
bladder that could not be voided. Ultrasound is the preferred
method of measurement because it can be done non-inva-
sively on the skin surface rather than via catheterization.
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Once positioned, the light shield may be secured with an
adhesive tape. Alternative attachment means may be selected
from a urologic diaper, an adjustable belt, an adjustable strap
system, an adhesive glue, static electrical charge, vacuum
suction and weighted tab system or other systems known in
the art. The attachment means chosen is likely to depend on
the duration of time data is to be collected and type of data
collection (i.e. clinical setting or home monitoring).

For home monitoring or long term monitoring in a care
facility the NIRS apparatus may be made portable so that a
subject is able to wear the apparatus or carry the apparatus for
extended periods of time to monitor bladder filling and void-
ing. The optodes and light shield may be held in position with
a belt and the laser(s), power source, control unit and data
recording equipment worn in a backpack.

NIRS data collection is initiated prior to uroflow and con-
tinued throughout the entire study for each patient. The ini-
tiation of the NIRS prior to the start of the uroflow is impor-
tant. Current urodynamic methods, generally allow for data
collection to begin only from the time the urine hits the scale.
With the NIRS, data may be recorded about the bladder
contraction, which occurs prior to voiding. Event markers
were simultaneously placed in the NIRS and the Laborie data
streams during the CMG to indicate starting the infusion,
bladder sensation, bladder capacity and any change in posi-
tion by the patient.

A patient undergoing NIRS monitoring in a urodynamic
clinic is asked to arrive from home with a suitably full blad-
der, which they then empty during the monitoring. Alterna-
tively, a catheter can be passed into the bladder via the urethra
and used to infuse sterile saline while NIRS monitors the
bladder filling. The procedure for NIRS monitoring generally
begins with the patient lying on a cot while a portable ultra-
sound fluid volume meter is passed over their abdomen to
identify the location of the bladder. The NIRS adhesive light
shield incorporating illumination and detection probes is
adhered to the skin surface in the region identified by the
ultrasound apparatus. The NIRS device is then calibrated to
account for background field intensity, skin colour, and tissue
density via an iterative process that may require addition of
optical attenuation neutral density filters to account for the
patient’s unique physical parameters (i.e. body mass, skin
pigmentation, skin thickness, bladder size, detruser thick-
ness, prior pelvic surgery, obesity, suprapubic fat pad, tissue
water content). Following calibration, the patient lies supine
for an arbitrary number of minutes sufficient to establish that
a stable pre-voiding baseline monitoring level has been
achieved. Given a stable baseline, NIRS monitoring contin-
ues at 1 to 10 Hz intervals while the patient proceeds to empty
the bladder into a collection chamber known by urologists as
a uroflow meter, which may be designed into the cot or a
standalone uroflow meter.

The collection chamber is digitally interfaced to a non-
NIRS system that evaluates ejection flow rate and momentary
voided volume. These parameters from the uroflow meter are
typically done standing or sitting by males, and sitting by
females. Alternatively, the same NIRS oxygenation monitor-
ing and non-NIRS urine ejection/volume monitoring can be
performed with the patient seated on a portable commode. At
the start of voiding, the patient says aloud that he/she is
commencing to void, and this event is marked into the NIRS
data stream by toggling a momentary switch on the NIRS
device. Once the patient perceives the bladder is empty, the
patient says so aloud and this event is similarly marked into
the NIRS data stream. Following this second event, NIRS
monitoring continues for a period of minutes sufficient to
confirm that a stable post-voiding baseline level has been
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established. Alternatively, remote toggling of event markers
on the NIRS apparatus may allow the patient to toggle the
event marker where a self-determination response needs to be
recorded. Patient self-toggling of the event marker is impor-
tant in urologic examinations because the patient’s awareness
is a key component of incontinence.

If the diagnosis requires monitoring during filling, a stan-
dard urodynamic infusion/pressure catheter is installed in the
typical manner without regard for NIRS monitoring. The
same NIRS steps as described above for a full bladder are also
carried out for an empty bladder being filled via the catheter.
Some urology examinations may require sequential filling
and emptying via the catheter, and these can be done in the
same NIRS manner as already described. Upon completion of
monitoring, the NIRS light shield is removed from the
patient, and the collected data is transferred to a software
package for post analysis, display formatting, and subjective
interpretation.

(3) Light Shield Apparatus

Current NIRS ambient light shields are intended for place-
ment on the patient’s forehead and are not well suited for
positioning over the bladder for urology examinations as
described herein. Urologists use ultrasonography to estimate
bladder wall thickness, cross sectional area, and retention
volume, but this is difficult in conjunction with NIRS because
light shields currently available for conventional NIRS appli-
cations occlude the ultrasound waves from gaining access to
the skin surface. If the ultrasound work precedes application
of the NIRS shielding, residues of the ultrasound barrier gel
may weaken the adhesive on the NIRS shield. The weakened
shield may then peel away from the patient under the weight
of the NIRS cabling, resulting in leakage of ambient light
which corrupts the NIRS calibration so that the data collec-
tion is impaired. Also, handling the NIRS shield to install the
emitter and detector along with double faced adhesive tape as
an appliqué to the patient’s skin is troublesome and compro-
mises the timely flow of patients through the urology clinic.
The present invention provides for an NIRS light shield,
which facilitates simultaneous NIRS and ultrasonography
and reduces the likelihood of ambient light leakage. However,
light shields without the configuration for ultrasound may
also be used where ultrasound probe use is not required.
Where no ultrasound is used, a urethral catheter can be used
to measure the residual urine.

Generally, NIRS ambient light shields are designed on the
principle that the shield must be pliable enough to conform to
the curved, hard, surface of the skull, and therefore requires
an adhesive to ensure conformity, and edge sealing, as well as
to prevent slippage. Also the shields are intended for use on
infants and unconscious patients who may be restless over the
long course of brain observations and their tendency to
squirm can cause movement artifacts in the data stream with
a poorly applied light shield. However, in NIRS urology
applications the sampling time is often brief (except with
home monitoring), conformity and slippage are not an issue
given the soft structure of the abdomen, oversized shields can
be devised that encompass the abdomen so that edge sealing
is not of concern. The patient can either hold the shield in
place by hand pressure, by wearing a urologic diaper incor-
porating the shield, by a weighted belt, or by having a “wool
and hook™ adjustable belt constrain the shield. Such alterna-
tives may thereby eliminate the need for, and delay caused by,
applying an adhesive.

A preferred NIRS light shield apparatus could be com-
prised of an opaque shield body made from a disposable foam
sheet drape, wherein the opaque shield body incorporates an



US 8,412,294 B2

11

aperture for ultrasonography and retainers (emitter and detec-
tor) or retaining pods for mounting the NIRS emitter and
NIRS detector terminals.

Alternatively the opaque light shield may be dimensioned
to suit the particular application and the size of the subject,
whether an infant, child, teen, or adult. However, a light shield
for infants may be designed to drape the entire waist if both
anterior and posterior sides are exposed to ambient light, or
drape the entire abdomen if the subject lying supine. In adults
a light shield of 160 mm by 160 mm may be used at a
minimum and even larger shields may be preferred. The
intensity of ambient light is the greatest factor in determining
shield size. In surgical setting where NIRS may be desirable,
the powerful overhead lamps can require that the entire region
to be monitored be draped rather than rely on the light shield
alone. A similar strategy may be needed for NIRS monitoring
in urology where bright sunlight is present or other ambient
light is present. An alternative to light shields is to perform
monitoring in a dark room.

Thelight shield defines an emitter aperture to allow emitted
NIR light to emerge from the transmitting fiber optic bundle
or NIRS emitter and to enter into the tissue. The light shield
also defines a detector aperture to allow reflected photons to
emerge from the tissue and strike the surface of a conven-
tional photodiode collection array or NIRS detector. Further-
more, the light shield defines an ultrasound probe aperture,
through which an ultrasound probe can be placed to permit
orientation of the shield on the skin surface centrally over the
detected bladder. The light shield apparatus may also com-
prise a detector retaining clip or detector retainer, to constrain
or hold the photodiode array terminal or NIRS detector on the
light shield. The light shields may also have an emitter retain-
ing clip or emitter retainer to constrain or hold the fiber optic
bundle emission prism or NIRS emitter. The light shield may
also have a flexible, hinged, flap, or alternative ultrasound
probe closure to occlude the ultrasound aperture when the
ultrasound probe is not present, thereby reducing ambient
light contamination. The light shield may also have interface
cable retention means, which may take the form of opposing
saddle shaped ridges intended to constrain the interface
cables leading from the photodiode (NIRS detector) and
emission (NIRS emitter) terminals. A person of skill in the art
would recognize that the light shield and associated compo-
nents may be made of any light occluding or opaque material
such as wood, rubber, metal foil, foam, or rubber impregnated
cloth etc. It is also recognized that the shield can be held in
place by any attachment means selected from but not limited
to fluid or mechanical means, static electrical charge, ultra-
sound barrier gel, vacuum suction, adhesive glues or tapes,
strapping belts, or weighted tabs etc.

In operation the light shield apparatus may be removed
from sealed packaging, the neck of an ultrasound probe may
be placed through the shield’s ultrasound probe aperture. The
ultrasound probe could then be moved over the lower abdo-
men to locate and measure the intact bladder. The ultrasound
probe could then be kept immobile over the measurement site
while the light shield is positioned over the subject’s bladder
and held in place on the skin surface. After which the ultra-
sound probe may be removed and set aside. The light shield
may then be attached to the skin surface by a variety of
attachment means. With the light shield in place, the NIRS
detector and NIRS emitter terminals may be attached into
their respective retainers or retaining pods on the light shield
surface. The ultrasound aperture cover may then be closed
and the NIRS analysis could begin, with the calibration/at-
tenuation and subsequent data collection. At any time during
the NIRS analysis light detection can be suspended, the light
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shield’s ultrasound probe aperture may be opened, and an
ultrasound probe measurement made without disturbing the
shield placement. At the completion of data collection, the
NIRS emitter and detector (and weight belt, if supine) may be
removed from the ambient light shield and the shield may
then be removed from the patient and discarded.

The photodiode or NIRS detector and photon counting-
tubes of illumination detectors generally used in NIRS
devices cannot distinguish between NIRS emissions and that
caused by the ambient background light whenever sunlight
and man made lights are present thus it is important to shield
the emission and detection surfaces the of the subject’s skin
and areas on a subject’s skin to which the light shield appa-
ratus is applied.

The light shield apparatus may also be useful to position
the NIRS emitter at a desired distance from the NIRS detector
by virtue of the positioning of the emitter and detector aper-
tures within the opaque light shield body. The separation of
the NIRS emitter and NIRS detector would generally be
15-90 mm, from center to center. Alternatively, the separation
may be between 25-80 mm or 35-70 mm or 40-60 mm or
35-55 mm. However, separation may be adjusted depending
on laser power being used. For example reliable NIRS data
can be collected with separations 0of 35-55 mmifa 1 mW laser
power is used. Generally, if laser power is increased then a
greater separation is needed because there will be greater
depth of penetration and consequently, a wider base of return
by refracted photons. Similarly, less laser power would gen-
erally yield narrower separations with shallower depth of
penetration. However, if the laser power is too low the light
may not penetrate sufficiently to interrogate the bladder and if
the laser power is too high it may be hazardous to the subject’s
tissues.

(4) Filtering Apparatus

Clinical near infrared spectrophotometers (NIRS) are gen-
erally optimized for cerebral tissue oxygenation monitoring
and the NIRS output illumination is of sufficient power to
send photons through the thickness of intact human skin,
skull, and brain cortex, as well as to allow refracted near
infrared (NIR) light photons to re-emerge at the skin surface
for detection. NIR light refraction occurs by chance encoun-
ter of photons against reflective surfaces at unpredictable
incident angles. Therefore, photons re-emerging at the skin
surface have a broad region of diffusion surrounding the
initial point of entry into the tissue. A few re-emerging pho-
tons will arrive next to the initial point of entry, and few will
arrive very far away from the initial point; however, the
majority will arrive at a zone of optimal intensity midway
between these extremes. The NIRS photon detector needs to
be placed within the re-emerging photons’ zone of optimal
intensity. This can be done either by varying the mechanical
separation between the fiber optic bundle emitting terminal
(NIRS emitter) and photodiode detector array terminal (NIRS
detector), or by attenuating the emitted light to a fixed sepa-
ration of both terminals. During the NIRS calibration phase,
a signal ratio between output and input illuminations is evalu-
ated to determine whether the detector placement is optimal.

Given the large surface area available for cerebral NIRS
monitoring either fixed or variable terminal separations can
be utilized and adapted to the clinical need. However, in the
case of urodynamic NIRS monitoring the ratio of bladder size
to illumination power typically yields an optimal re-emer-
gence zone outside of the bladder’s perimeter, the illumina-
tion power must be attenuated to allow a narrower NIRS
terminal separation. The usual means of attenuation is to pass
the NIRS emissions through an optical neutral density filter
prior to entering the tissues. The degree of attenuation



US 8,412,294 B2

13

required could vary between patients depending upon body
mass, skin pigmentation, skin thickness, bladder size, and
detruser thickness. To accommodate this variability, diversity
in neutral density filters is required because the NIRS laser
illumination power itself is difficult to adjust (i.e. except by
replacing the entire laser series).

Conventionally, optical attenuation is achieved by thread-
ing multiple filters into a fitting on the NIRS fiber optic
bundle. This is a tedious process since it requires an iterative
process of elimination to arrive at the correct filtering density.
To avoid the delays caused by threading, unthreading, and
re-threading an indeterminate combination of filters, the
present invention incorporates a set of sliding filter plates
housed in a filter chamber attached to the fiber optic cable
leading to the NIRS emitter from a NIRS laser or NIRS laser
series.

The filter chamber may have 4 filter plates, wherein each
filter plate consists of an opaque carrier plate. The carrier
plate may have two perimeter notches, which can act as
position alignment stop when engaged by the protrusion of a
spring loaded, round tipped, centering rod. The carrier plate
may also have an optical neutral density filter, and a clear
aperture. An engager push rod or actuator may be connected
to the rounded end of the carrier plate nearest the aperture. A
spring loaded return rod may be connected to the rounded end
of the carrier plate nearest the filter. During use, the engager
rod may be pushed against the return rod spring tension to
select either the filter or clear aperture as identified by the
tactile feel and sound of the centering rod sliding into an
alignment notch. Within the chamber, the filter carrier plates,
may be aligned with light guide channels. The channels can
minimize photon leakage within the span caused by the
necessity of separating the carrier plates sufficient to allow
the user to activate a single carrier plate with one finger. The
chamber may have a direct connection to the laser illumina-
tion interface at one end of the chamber; and, a threaded
connection to a fiber optic bundle (NIRS emitter) at the other
end of the chamber.

The filter plates may each contain a step filter and a clear
aperture. For example the step filters in a 4 plate system may
be set in increments equal to 6% of the total unfiltered output
illumination. The first plate has a 6% filter. The second plate
has a 12% filter. The third plate has an 18% filter, and the
fourth plate has a 24% filter. By selecting filters and clear
apertures in combination, 12 progressive steps of attenuation
can be achieved ranging from 0% to 72% of the total output
illumination. Alternatively, the 4 plate system can be com-
posed of 5% step filters to allow 12 attenuations from 0% to
60%, as well as 4% steps to allow ranges of 0% to 48%.
Alternatively, a 3 plate system will allow 8 levels of attenua-
tion ranging from 0% to either 48% in 6% steps, 56% in 7%
steps, 64% in 8% steps or 72% in 9% steps.

Automatic attenuation is also possible by replacing the
carrier plate engager and return push rods with miniature,
threaded worm drive, electric motors interfaced to a software
algorithm cycling through all possible combinations of filter
steps and halting upon selection of an acceptable level of
attenuation. Alternatively, the attenuation apparatus may
optionally be positioned on a rotatable dial to select the
desired filter setting.

As an alternative to attenuation, multiple lasers could be
incorporated into a single apparatus suitable for a range of
physical parameters for an animal.

FIGURE DESCRIPTIONS

Referring to FIG. 1A, an apparatus according to a first
embodiment of the invention is shown generally at 10. FIG.
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1A shows a view of the light shield apparatus towards the skin
interface surface of the apparatus which would be placed on a
subject’s skin. An opaque body shield is shown at 12, the
opaque body shield 12 defines three apertures, an emitter
aperture 14, a detector aperture 16 and an ultrasound probe
aperture 18. These apertures permit access to defined areas on
a subject’s skin to which the light shield apparatus may be
applied. FIG. 1B is a view of the embodiment towards the
surface opposite the skin interface surface shown in FIG. 1A.
The light shield apparatus is again shown generally at 10, the
opaque shield body is shown at 12, the emitter aperture is
shown at 14 and the emitter retainer is shown at 24. The
detector aperture is shown at 16 and the detector retainer is
shown at 26. Unlike FIG. 1A, FIG. 1B shows an ultrasound
probe closure 20 positioned within the ultrasound probe aper-
ture 18 (not shown). FIG. 1B also shows interface cable
channels at 22.

Referring to FIG. 1C a side cross-section view through the
apparatus of FIG. 1B along cross-section line ¢ in FIG. 1B.
The opaque shield body is shown at 12 in cross section the
emitter aperture defined by the opaque shield body is shown
at 14 and the emitter retainer is shown at 24. Similarly, the
detector aperture defined by the opaque body is shown at 16
and the detector retainer is shown at 26. Also shown in cross
section is the ultrasound probe closure 20 fitted within the
ultrasound probe aperture defined by the opaque body 12.
Operation

An ultrasound probe (not shown) may be inserted through
the ultrasound probe aperture 18 defined by the opaque shield
body 12 and used to position the light shield apparatus over a
subject’s bladder. Once positioned the ultrasound probe may
be removed from the light shield apparatus and the light
shield may be secured in position. Once in position the ultra-
sound probe closure 20 may be inserted in the ultrasound
probe aperture 18 to reduce ambient light from interference
with NIRS measurements. However, the ultrasound probe
closure 20 may be removed periodically to allow for ultra-
sound probing. For example, to determine bladder volume
during NIRS monitoring. An emitter (not shown) may be
inserted in the emitter aperture 14 defined by the opaque
shield body 12 and retained by the emitter retainer 24 to hold
the emitter in place relative to the light shield apparatus.
Similarly, a detector (not shown) may be positioned within
the detector aperture 16 defined by the opaque shield body 12
and held in place by the detector retainer 26. Once the emitter
and detector are positioned within the light shield apparatus
the emitter may begin emission of NIRS light towards the
bladder with subsequent detection by the detector.

Referring to FIG. 2A, an apparatus according to an addi-
tional embodiment of the invention is shown generally at 100.
FIG. 2A shows a side view of a filter chamber 102 and
selection means 104, 106, 108 and 110. An input light guide
112 is shown entering the filtering chamber 102 and an output
light guide is shown exiting at 114.

AtFIG. 2B a top view of the filtering apparatus of FIG. 2A
is shown. The filter chamber 102 and input light guide 112 are
also indicated. Referring to FIG. 2C a cross sectional view of
the filtering apparatus is shown with the cross section taken
along line ¢ as shown in FIG. 2B. The input light guide 112
and output light guide 114 are shown at opposite ends of the
filter chamber 102. The light guide is shown traversing the
filter chamber and intersecting with filter actuator rods 128,
130, 132 and 134 each respectively biased against selection
means 104,106, 108 and 110 respectively. Each actuation rod
has a filtered and unfiltered position, with the filters shown at
120, 122, 124 and 126 in an unfiltered position.
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Operation

Light traveling down the light guide from 112 to position
114 passes through the filtering apparatus shown generally at
100 and in particular through the filter chamber 102. Actuator
rods (128, 130, 132 and 134) may be actuated by correspond-
ing selection means (104, 106, 108 and 110) to alternatively
position a filter (120, 122,124 and 126) in the path of the light
traveling through the light guide from position 112 to position
114 by one or more of the filters mentioned above. Alterna-
tively, one or more of the filters can be disengaged by the same
selection means to remove said filters from the path of the
transmitted light.

Bladder and Voiding Dysfunction

The present methods for monitoring bladder function
(bladder urodynamic monitoring) may be of particular use in
the diagnosis of disorders related to bladder and voiding
dysfunction. Disorders related to the bladder and voiding
dysfunction may have a variety of causes and diagnosis may
be confounded by the limitations of current urodynamic test-
ing. Bladder and voiding dysfunction may be the result of one
or more structural or physiological abnormalities of the blad-
der itself or may be indicative of dysfunction elsewhere in the
urinary tract (both upper and lower).

Patients having lower urinary tract dysfunction (LUTD)
may have dysfunction of their bladder, bladder neck, prostate
and urethra, as well as any vessels and the nerve supply to this
region. Furthermore, patients with LUTD are likely to exhibit
lower urinary tract symptoms (LUTS) as defined by
ABRAMS P. et al. (Neurourology and Urodynamics (2002)
21:167-178.), incorporated herein by reference. Patients hav-
ing upper urinary tract dysfunction may have dysfunction in
their kidneys and ureters, as well as any vessels and the nerve
supply to this region. Upper urinary tract dysfunction may
also include the physiological transport of urine from the
kidneys to the bladder. Patients having upper urinary tract
dysfunction may also exhibit symptoms associated with this
region. Bladder function monitoring of a patient may be use-
ful in determining the underlying cause of the upper and
lower urinary tract dysfunction in the patient.

Types of voiding dysfunction which may be diagnosed or
in which diagnosis may be aided using the NIRS monitoring
methods described herein may be selected from any lower
urinary tract dysfunction or upper urinary tract dysfunction or
selected from the following International Continence Society
accepted definitions:

Incontinence: Reduced ability to control urine flow—invol-
untary passage of urine.

Incontinence due to Pregnancy: Bladder control problems
after pregnancy.

Incontinence in children: Reduced ability or inability to con-
trol urine flow in children.

Spastic Bladder or Reflex Bladder: Incontinence with
urgency or uninhibited detrusor contractions—bladder that is
unable to hold the normal amount of urine, or by a bladder that
does not empty properly, and thus always retains some urine
in it. Another version of this is an irritated or unstable bladder,
which may tell the brain that it is necessary to empty the
bladder when it is only partly full.

Atonic Bladder or Flaccid Bladder: this condition occurs
when the bladder is ‘lazy’ and fails to empty. Messages of
bladder fullness are no longer perceived and the bladder over-
fills, which leads to stretching and weakness of the bladder
muscle. This tends to cause overfill and overflow inconti-
nence, with some frequency, urgency as well as dribbling or
hesitancy. There is considerable risk of infection as urine can
overflow or be sent back up (reflux) towards the kidneys,
which might cause damage in the longer term.
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Dyssynergic Bladder (Sphincter Dyssynergia): also known as
‘conflicting bladder’, as the bladder and sphincter no longer
function in conjunction with each other, their actions being
uncoordinated. The bladder may contract to empty, but the
sphincter also contracts to retain the urine, or both the bladder
and sphincter are relaxed. Symptoms include urgency fol-
lowed by hesitancy, dribbling or incontinence. One of the
important problems with dyssynergia is that if the bladder
contracts but the sphincter fails to open to allow the bladder to
empty, then there may be urine reflux back up towards the
kidneys.

Sphincter incompetence: Corticospinal tract interruption will
interfere with voluntary interruption of urinary stream (using
external sphincter). Sympathetic denervation will interfere
with internal sphincter. Incomplete bladder emptying.
Vesical-Sphincter Dyssynergia: Usually have incontinence
due to involuntary detrusor contractions. Sometimes external
sphincter contracts at same time as bladder, looking like
bladder outlet obstruction! (Small voiding volumes, high
post-void residual volumes).

(Neurogenic) Areflexia/Hyporeflexia of Detrusor: Detrusor
areflexia is a bladder that does not generate contractions.
Detrusor hyperreflexia is defined as the presence of involun-
tary detrusor contractions, usually at low volumes. This can
produce symptoms of urgency and urge incontinence.
Urinary retention: bladder-emptying problem. Acute urinary
retention is the sudden inability to urinate, causing pain and
discomfort. Causes can include an obstruction in the urinary
system, stress, or neurologic problems. Chronic urinary
retention refers to the persistent presence of urine left in the
bladder after incomplete emptying. Common causes of
chronic urinary retention are bladder muscle failure, nerve
damage, or obstructions in the urinary tract.

Bladder papilloma: Benign tumor in the bladder.

Cystocele: occurs when the wall between a woman’s bladder
and her vagina weakens and lets the bladder droop into the
vagina. This condition may cause discomfort and problems
with emptying the bladder. In some women, a fallen bladder
stretches the opening into the urethra, causing urine leakage
when the woman coughs, sneezes, laughs, or does any action
that puts pressure on the bladder. So a bladder that has
dropped from its normal position may cause two kinds of
problems—unwanted urine leakage and incomplete empty-
ing of the bladder.

Cystitis: Bladder infection or inflammation.

Interstitial Cystitis: is a chronic bladder disorder also known
as painful bladder syndrome and frequency-urgency-dysuria
syndrome. In this disorder, the bladder wall can become
inflamed and irritated. The inflammation can lead to scarring
and stiffening of the bladder, decreased bladder capacity,
pinpoint bleeding, and, in rare cases, ulcers in the bladder
lining.

Autoimmune Interstitial Cystitis: Autoimmune bladder
inflammation.

Neurogenic Bladder: Problems with the nerves controlling
the bladder and urination. The nerves carry messages from the
brain to the muscles of the bladder telling them either to
tighten or release. In a neurogenic bladder, the nerves that are
supposed to carry these messages do not work properly.
Irritable/Painful bladder: The symptoms of Irritable Bladder
are basically the same as interstitial cystitis. Cystoscopy and
biopsy results can reveal non-specific inflammation without
the characteristic glomerulations (pin point bleeding) of an
interstitial cystitis bladder.
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Bladder Cancer: Cancer of the bladder.
Urinary stones: Stones in the urinary tract or bladder.
Bladder Neck Obstruction: is a cause of urinary disturbance
that occurs by the narrowing or obstruction of the bladder
neck (outlet) during voiding.
Bedwetting: Night urination in children or adults (a form of
urinary incontinence, voiding while asleep)
Vesicoureteral Reflux: Urine normally flows in one direc-
tion—down from the kidneys, through tubes called ureters, to
the bladder. Vesicoureteral reflux is the abnormal flow of
urine from the bladder back into the ureters.
Urinary tract infections: Infection of the urinary system, usu-
ally bacterial.
Urinary tract infections (child): Infection of the urinary sys-
tem in children.
General Method Used in Below Examples

NIRS monitoring shown below was achieved with the
NIRO-300™ at a laser power of 1 mW, a pulse duration of 100
nsec, a pulse frequency of 2 kHz and a detector/emitter sepa-
ration of 50 mm. from center to center.

NIRS/Uroflow Tracings

NIRS tracings are related to physiological changes in a
subject (i.e. detrusor contractions) prior to, during and fol-
lowing voiding. The changes in NIRS tracings are also con-
sistent with the expected physiological changes associated
with the detrusor muscle of the bladder and associated vessels
and nerves. Furthermore, tracings obtained from subjects
having bladder dysfunction are distinctly different between
subjects having normal bladder function and between sub-
jects known to have different dysfunctions. For example, a
subject with a neurogenic bladder (i.e. FIG. 4B) has a dis-
tinctly different tracing than a subject having an obstruction
resulting from an enlarged prostate (i.e. FIG. 3A). Traditional
urodynamic analysis is based on pressure flow and weight
voided by a subject (uroflow). The traditional methods do not
measure bladder function directly and are often limited in the
information provided. For example, a uroflow tracing is
known to be limited by the delay in recording the weight of
voided urine resulting from the directness of the flow to the
recording surface.

Obstructed Bladder

Where the maximum flow rate and average flow rate are
below the normal range, it could be due to obstruction, such as
prostate enlargement or it could be due to a weak contraction
of the bladder muscle itself. Without the use of the catheters
to demonstrate the pressure flow curve (pdet) it would other-
wise not be possible to comment on the cause of weak flow.
On a standard uroflow curve no information is available until
the patient begins to void and the determination of pdet values
are invasive. When a standard urodynamic tracing showing
the urine flow rate (ml/sec), known as “uroflow”, is shown
adjacent an NIRS tracing as described herein for a patient
with prolonged and fully intermittent uroflow curve, useful
information may be obtained without the need for invasive
procedures.

NIRS tracings provide data prior to urine appearing (void-
ing), and changes, which occur in the NIRS data are not
apparent in the standard uroflow curve. In the 15 or so second
period prior to voiding, Cyt becomes more oxidized indicat-
ing an increased energy demand by the cells in the bladder
wall as intra-cellular oxygen acquires available electrons in
greater proportion than the ensuing re-supply of substrate
provided electrons. During this phase of increased proton
pumping at the molecular level to increase energy production
there is onset of a deficit of substrate in proportion to that of
oxygen which is usually seen as a parabolic curve for Cyt
indicating a decelerated rate of change in net redox status.
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Simultaneously, there is a decrease in HbO,, Hb, and HbSum
indicating a loss of blood volume due to the minor expulsion
of blood brought about by a contraction of the detrusor to
invoke urination. In this period, the loss of blood generally
decreases the amount of oxygen available for use by Cyt and
therefore limits and then reverses the change in net redox
status.

When urination begins there is usually a significant rise in
Hb, HbO, and HbSum, indicating that the internal pressure
has decreased allowing the blood vessels to engorge, resulting
in an increase in blood volume. The increasing blood volume
serves to provide sufficient free oxygen to halt the Cyt change
and brings about a balance between substrate electron supply
and combining of oxygen to protons (H,O). Gradually, the
rate of change in NIRS hemoglobin parameters slows indi-
cating less progress in the cascade of engorgement of smaller
diameter blood vessels. This is likely due to an increasing
tension of the detrusor that closes the urethral sphincter
(thereby halting urine flow) in preparation for another detru-
sor contraction.

When there is no measure in the standard uroflow because
the urinary stream has temporarily stopped due to the inter-
mittent urine flow, the NIRS HbO,, Hb, and HbSum param-
eters decrease as a muscle contraction occurs, prior to physi-
cally seeing more urine. Concurrently, there is a change in Cyt
temporarily to a greater oxidation state, which eventually
resolves.

The patient has further urinary flow and as the urine volume
in the bladder decreases during this time, there is again an
increase in the NIRS hemoglobin parameters as vessel
engorgement follows from relaxing the tissue stretching
within the bladder wall. During this same period, Cyt redox
status becomes gradually more reduced with a greater pro-
portion of Cyt molecules retaining electrons even though
there is a greater abundance of oxygen available for transfer,
thereby indicating a lowered energy demand (ATP synthesis)
than during the contraction phase.

As the patient’s bladder continues to empty, there is con-
tinued increase in blood volume in the wall of the bladder as
the NIRS data continue to demonstrate physiologic measure-
ments within the bladder wall even though there is no more
information from the uroflow data. As the bladder has fin-
ished contracting and it is in a more relaxed state, blood
volume can continue to increase in the bladder muscle wall as
progressively smaller vessels continue to relax and become
engorged. This cascade reflects differences in the contribu-
tions of large and small vessels, since different vessel diam-
eters have differing sphincter compliance and therefore can-
not simultaneously open sufficiently to restore blood flow
simultaneously. As above Cyt levels continue to indicate a
lowered energy demand.

The observed NIRS patterns of change are physiologically
logical and indicate typical bladder tissue compliance.
Whereas conventional uroflow analysis confirms only a pro-
longed, intermittent flow.

Normal Bladder

A standard urodynamic tracing indicates normal uroflow
with voiding of 150-1000 cc with no residual volume. NIRS
indicates, that there is an increase in blood volume with
relaxation of the detrusor as urination is underway. Once peak
flow occurs, there is a slight detrusor contraction to maintain
the peak flow, after which there is a prolonged gradually
increasing detrusor contraction until voiding is complete.
This latter contraction is gentler than that used to sustain peak
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flow in that it is of the same magnitude, but requires twice the
duration to achieve that magnitude of change.

EXAMPLES

NIRS/Uroflow/Pressure Tracings

FIG. 3A—Uroflow Patient #21 (Example of Detrusor Over
Activity and Voiding Pressure within the Lower Range of
Normal)

An 82 year old male with a history of angina and Type 11
diabetes, with complaints of frequency, nocturia x3, and pros-
tate enlargement (BPH). The patient was not receiving medi-
cation specifically for bladder treatment.

The standard urodynamic tracing is shown at the bottom of
the graph and represented by the “uroflow” tracing. The
patient arrived with a full bladder. The patient has a prolonged
and fully intermittent uroflow curve. The maximum flow rate
and average flow rate are below the normal range. This could
be due to obstruction, such as prostate enlargement or it could
be due to a weak contraction of the bladder muscle itself.
Without the use of the catheters to demonstrate the pressure
flow curve it would not otherwise be possible to comment on
the weak flow. However, with the NIRS tracing a non-invasive
means for determining the cause of the weak flow is available.
The total voided volume is 121 cc. The residual urine was
determined by catheter as 65 cc. No information is available
from the standard uroflow curve until point B, where the
patient begins to void.

The NIRS tracings are shown for the same patient begin-
ning 15 seconds prior to urine appearing (point B), changes
are occurring in the NIRS data (from A to B) that are not
apparent in the standard uroflow curve. In this 15 second
period, Cyt becomes more oxidized indicating an increased
energy demand by the cells in the bladder wall as intra-
cellular oxygen acquires available electrons in greater pro-
portion then the ensuing re-supply of substrate provided elec-
trons. During this phase of increased proton pumping at the
molecular level to increase energy production there is onset of
a deficit of substrate in proportion to that of oxygen which is
seen as the parabolic shape of the Cyt curve indicating a
decelerated rate of change in net redox status. Simulta-
neously, there is a decrease in HbO,, Hb, and HbSum indi-
cating a loss of blood volume due to the minor expulsion of
blood brought about by a contraction of the detrusor to invoke
urination. In this period, the loss of blood decreases the
amount of oxygen available for use by Cyt and therefore
limits and then reverses the change in net redox status, as seen
briefly immediately after point B.

When urination begins at point B, there is a significant rise
in Hb, HbO, and HbSum, indicating that the internal pressure
has decreased allowing the blood vessels to engorge, resulting
in an increase in blood volume (B to C). The increasing blood
volume serves to provide sufficient free oxygen to halt the Cyt
change (apparent briefly after point B) and brings about a
balance between substrate electron supply and combining of
oxygen to protons (H,0). Midway between B and C the rate
of'change NIRS hemoglobin parameters slows indicating less
progress in the cascade of engorgement of smaller diameter
blood vessels. This is likely due to an increasing tension of the
detrusor that closes the urethral sphincter (thereby halting
urine flow) in preparation for another detrusor contraction.

Between points C and D, there is no measure in the stan-
dard uroflow because the urinary stream has temporarily
stopped. However, the NIRS HbO,, Hb, and HbSum param-
eters decrease between points C and D, as a muscle contrac-
tion occurs, similar to that described above from A to B, prior
to physically seeing urine at point D. Concurrently, there is a
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change in Cyt temporarily to a greater oxidation state which
resolves in the same manner as described above at point B.

The patient has further urinary flow between D and E, and
as the urine volume in the bladder decreases during this time,
there is again an increase in the NIRS hemoglobin parameters
as vessel engorgement follows from relaxing the tissue
stretching within the bladder wall. During this same period,
Cyt redox status becomes gradually more reduced with a
greater proportion of Cyt molecules retaining electrons even
though there is a greater abundance of oxygen available for
transfer, thereby indicating a lowered energy demand (ATP
synthesis) than during the contraction phase (C to D).

As the patient’s bladder continues to empty between E and
F, there is continued increase in blood volume in the wall of
the bladder as the NIRS data continue to demonstrate physi-
ologic measurements within the bladder wall even though
there is no more information from the uroflow data. We
hypothesize that during this time, when the bladder has fin-
ished contracting and it is in a more relaxed state, blood
volume can continue to increase in the bladder muscle wall as
progressively smaller vessels continue to relax and become
engorged. This cascade reflects differences in the contribu-
tions of large and small vessels, since different vessel diam-
eters have differing sphincter compliance and therefore can-
not simultaneously open sufficiently to restore blood flow
simultaneously. As with the previous period (D to E), Cyt
continues to indicate a lowered energy demand.

The observed NIRS patterns of change in this patient are
physiologically logical and indicate typical bladder tissue
compliance. NIRS indicates that muscle contraction energy
demand is about 10% of normal and requires twice as long a
duration as normal to initiate urination. NIRS also indicates
that muscle tension/relaxation cannot be sustained during
voiding thereby resulting in intermittent urine flow. Conven-
tional uroflow analysis confirms only a prolonged, intermit-
tent flow.

FIG. 3B—Uroflow Patient #25: (Example of Normal Urof-
low, Detrusor Over Activity, Urgency Incontinence, and Nor-
mal Pressure Flow)

A 62 year old female with a history of urgency frequency
and urgency incontinence. The standard urodynamic tracing
indicates that the patient has a prolonged uroflow curve. The
total voided volume is 360 cc. The patient was subsequently
catheterized to remove a residual of 55 cc of urine.

NIRS indicates that from points A to B, Hb, HbO, and
HbSum decrease as the muscle contracts and blood is pressed
out of the bladder wall. Cyt becomes more oxidized, indicat-
ing that the muscle is using more oxygen to meet the energy
demand of contraction to initiate flow. At C, urination begins,
with commensurate gradual increase in blood volume (Hb-
Sum, HbO, and Hb) and a gradual reduction in Cyt, indicative
of relaxation of the bladder wall. Between D and E, there is a
significant increase in blood volume, which likely reflects
total relaxation of the bladder with return of blood flow. Cyt
also becomes more reduced between D and E, which supports
the perception of the relaxation of the bladder muscle.
Between E and F, NIRS continues to collect data on the status
of the bladder, although standard Urodynamics is not able to
obtain any additional information The observed NIRS pat-
terns of change in this patient are physiologically logical and
indicate typical bladder tissue compliance. The detrusor
muscle tension is maintained constant through the period of
peak flow, then diminishes gradually during completion of
urination and becomes quickly relaxed at the completion of
urination.
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FIG. 4A—Uroflow Patient #26 (Example of Normal Uroflow
and Detrusor Over Activity)

67 year old female with a history of frequency, urgency and
incontinence (not stress incontinence)

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that this is a
good uroflow in a female. The patient has a normal-shaped
uroflow curve. The maximum flow is 20 cc per sec, with an
average of 10 cc per sec. The voided volume is 411 cc, and
there was a residual of 45 cc.

NIRS indicates that between points A and B, there are a
decrease in Hb, HbO,, and HbSum and increase in net Cyt
oxidized redox state with detrusor contraction in preparation
for voiding. At point B, urination begins and blood volume
increases as the bladder muscle relaxes. Between C and D,
effort to empty the remainder of the urine begins, blood
volume decreases as the muscle contracts, and Cyt becomes
more oxidized with the energy demand (a slower, but similar
pattern to that seen between A and B). At D, the bladder is
empty, and the standard uroflow data stops. NIRS data con-
tinues, and shows an increase in blood volume as the bladder
muscle relaxes. Cyt becomes slightly more reduced as the
energy demand decrease.

The observed NIRS patterns of change in this patient are
physiologically logical and indicate typical bladder tissue
compliance. Once urination is underway for 6 seconds there
is an increase in detrusor tension that becomes sustained at the
peak of urine flow and thereafter progressively increases
slightly until the bladder becomes empty.

FIG. 4B—Uroflow Patient #27 (Example of Neurogenic
Bladder)

72 year old male with a history of spinal cord injury.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates the maximum
flow is 7 with an average flow of 4 cc per sec. The voided
volume was 74 cc with a residual of 100 cc.

NIRS indicates a data collection that is less smooth than
typical data sets. The bladder may be in spasm. Nevertheless,
the typical NIRS voiding pattern is apparent. Between A and
B, the patient is attempting to initiate the stream, and blood
volume (HbSum, HbO, and Hb) decrease as the muscle con-
tracts and Cyt becomes more oxidized as the energy demand
increases. At B, a small amount of urination begins. Unlike in
other patients in whom the blood volume increases at this
point, blood volume continues to decrease as the patient con-
tinues to voluntarily contract the bladder muscle. There is a
period of small increase between B and C, which likely
relates to a short period of relaxation. Just prior to C, when the
patient indicates that he is finished, blood volume increases
and Cyt becomes more reduced as the bladder muscle relaxes.

The observed NIRS patterns of change in this patient are
physiologically logical and indicate a good tissue compliance
corresponding to good rates of change. Detrusor contraction
energy demand is 25% of normal and is 1.6 times slower to
evolve than normal. The start of urine flow is augmented by a
slightly increasing detrusor contraction that is steadily main-
tained at the peak of flow, then there is a brief increase in
contraction before relaxing until flow ceases, and then a pro-
longed increase in contraction again until some of'the residual
volume is also expelled, after which the detrusor relaxes and
there is no further voiding.

FIG. 5A-Uroflow Patient #28 (Example of a Prolonged
Uroflow (but Almost Normal)

34 year old female with a history of frequency. There is no
history of incontinence. There is a history of interstitial cys-
titis.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates a reasonable
uroflow. Maximum flow 14 cc, average 9 cc/sec Voided vol-
ume was 212 cc, residual volume was 5 cc.
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NIRS indicates that between A and B, blood volume
increases (HbSum, Hb, HbO,) steeply as the bladder muscle
relaxes and Cyt becomes more reduced as the energy demand
from the muscle decreases. Between B and D, there are sev-
eral waves that indicate muscle contraction and relaxation
cycles. Although Hb is changing, the magnitude is reduced
compared with other patients. When urination is complete,
blood volume continues to rise gradually, and Cyt initially
becomes more oxidized and then more reduced. There
appears to be a delay of about 10 seconds in the pattern of Cyt
changes compared with other patients. The changes in Cyt are
also more gradual throughout. This likely reflects differences
in pathology.

The observed NIRS patterns of change in this patient are
physiologically logical and indicate typical bladder tissue
compliance. Once peak flow occurs there is a refreshing of the
detrusor contraction that is maintained steadily to continue
the flow. As the bladder approaches being empty there is
further contraction which is held briefly and then relaxed once
the bladder is empty.

FIG. 5B—Uroflow Patient #30 (Example of a Slow Onset of
Uroflow)

30 year old female who has a history of urgency and fre-
quency and some incontinence.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that the patient
has a prolonged uroflow curve. The maximum flow is 17 cc,
withan average flow of 9 cc. The total voided was 469 cc, with
a residual of 50 cc.

NIRS indicates a pattern of change that is substantially
different from others. Between A and B, there is a small
amount of increase in HbO, prior to initiating the stream. As
the urine stream increases between B and C, there is a faster
increase in HbO,. There is essentially no change in volume of
Hb throughout. There is a concurrent small increase in the
oxidation level of Cyt, which again is unlike patients without
urgency. Between C and D, the bladder muscle appears to
relax, with an increase in HbSum, with a much smaller
increase in Hb. At D, after urination has stopped, there is a
decrease in HbSum, which may reflect a final voluntary con-
tractionto try to expel the residual. However, the Cyt becomes
more reduced. This likely reflects a pathologic condition, in
that the oxygen supply and demand are not balanced, possibly
as a result of historical damage to the venous vessels.

The observed NIRS patterns of change in this patient are
physiologically logical and indicate typical bladder tissue
compliance with respect to the magnitudes of change. NIRS
indicates passive voiding without the use of detrusor contrac-
tion, although there is some contraction just prior to peak
flow; and, there is a more significant contraction, once void-
ing is finished, in order to curtail dribbling leakage of the
residual urine.

Supine Filling Cystometrograms (CMG’s)
FIG. 6A-Supine Patient #21 (Example of Low Contraction
Pressure with Low Flow Due to Obstruction)

An 82 year old male with a history of angina and Type 11
diabetes, with complaints of frequency, nocturiax3, and pros-
tate enlargement (BPH). No meds specifically for bladder
treatment.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that PDet,
which is a reflection of the pressure in the bladder caused by
the bladder muscle, shows that at Elapsed time 22, just before
the patient indicates that he is aware of bladder filling, there is
an unstable bladder contraction (peak in PDet) which then
spontaneously resolves. Shortly after, the patient felt urgency,
the bladder pressure began to rise, and the patient indicated
that the bladder was at maximum capacity at the point “says
full”.
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NIRS indicates that as the bladder is filled, HbO, rises and
Hb decreases somewhat. There is a period of stability until the
patient becomes aware of filling just after the unstable bladder
contraction. At this point, there is a small steep rise in HbO,.
Beyond this, HbO, decreases, with a change in the rate of
decrease after the patient reports feeling urgency. Note that
there is a short plateau at the point that the patient reports
awareness of filling and urgency. HbO, stabilizes after the
patient says he is full. There is a consistent decrease in Hb as
the bladder wall is stretched and thinned to accommodate the
increased volume.

FIG. 6B—Supine Patient #22 (Example of High Contraction
Pressure with Low Flow Due to Obstruction)

A 65 yr old male with obstruction and urgency inconti-
nence.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that the patient
has urgency and the PDet graph indicates that there is detrusor
overactivity.

NIRS indicates that as the bladder begins filling, there is a
slight decrease in HbO, and in HbSum. Throughout this
period, Hb remains constant. The patient becomes aware of
filling at the point at which HbO, and HbSum stabilize and
Cyt begins to become more reduced. The patient feels
urgency and begins involuntary leaking (urgency inconti-
nence). As the bladder pressure falls due to leakage, the
patient begins to trying to hold his urine against the involun-
tary leak. HbO, and HbSum return to baseline. After holding
against the leakage for a few seconds, the patient actively
urinates past the catheter, and the effort decreases the blood
volume in the bladder wall and Cyt becomes more oxidized,
indicating energy expenditure. HbO, and HbSum decrease
sharply, and Hb decreases. As the patient holds against the
leak, the detrusor pressure (PDet) decreases. Cyt begins a
gradual return to baseline as PDet plateaus and HbO, and
HbSum return to baseline.

FIG. 7A—Supine Patient #23 (Example of Detrusor Over
Activity, Urgency Incontinence, High Contraction Pressure,
and Obstruction)

This is a 55 year old male with reduced flow, urinary
frequency, post-void dribbling.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that there is a
very gradual increase in detrusor pressure with filling, which
is within the normal range. Detrusor pressure rises rapidly
after the patient indicates he is at capacity until leakage is seen
at a pressure of approximately 90 cm H,O.

NIRS indicates that from the start of filling to awareness of
filling, there is a gradual decrease in Hb HbO, and HbSum
and a gradual increase in the oxidation of Cyt. Just after the
patient indicates awareness of filling, HbO, and HbSum
decrease sharply, and continue to decrease rapidly until the
patient indicates that he is at capacity. Interestingly, in this
patient, there is nothing noteworthy at the point at which he
indicates that he feels urgency. Shortly after the patient indi-
cates that he is at capacity, HbO, and HbSum rise precipi-
tously while Cyt continues to become more oxidized.
Throughout this period, Hb has decreased very gradually. Hb
begins to rise just after capacity is reached, which, along with
the rise in HbO, indicates a sudden increase in blood volume.
Just before leakage begins, Cyt begins to become more
reduced, indicating a decrease in energy available in the
muscle. HbSum and Cyt return to baseline as PDet returns to
baseline with a net decrease in oxygenation (HbO, decreased
and Hb increased).

FIG. 7B—Supine Patient #24 (Example of Having no Volun-
tary Detrusor Contraction)

A 65 yr male with no voluntary detrusor contraction, and
overflow incontinence. The patient feels a possible first sen-
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sation at 173 cc, but he never reaches a sensation of urgency
or capacity, despite 500 cc (maximum safe infusion limit) in
the bladder.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that the bladder
spasms seen in the PDet are reflected in the NIRS changes in
HbO, as the detrusor muscle contracts and relaxes intermit-
tently, pressing blood out of the muscle and then allowing
blood to return to the muscle.

NIRS indicates overall, that as PDet and bladder volume
increase with filling, blood volume in the bladder muscle
decreases, consistent with thinning of the bladder wall and
consequent narrowing of the vessels. Cyt gradually becomes
increasingly oxidized throughout while Hb remains constant.
We hypothesize that this indicates that the cascade of electron
transfer is slowed likely because of a lack of substrate (be-
cause the bladder does not have stores of substrate).

FIG. 8A—Supine Patient #25 (Example of Normal Uroflow,
Detrusor Over Activity, Urgency Incontinence, and Normal
Pressure Flow)

A 62 year old female with a history of urgency frequency
and urgency incontinence.

NIRS indicates that throughout the period of filling there is
no significant change in any of the NIRS parameters. Changes
do occur when the patient sits upright, but these may be
artefact, since when the patient changes position, the bladder
changes both shape and position. When the patient unavoid-
ably leaks (incontinence) past the catheter, HbO, and HbSum
decrease while Hb remains stable. Cyt becomes more reduced
initially, and then stabilizes. The bladder relaxes as voiding
comes to an end, and blood volume increase. Following leak-
age, the detrusor pressure begins to rise again, and with this
increase, the blood volume again decreases.

FIG. 8B—Supine Patient #26 (Example of Normal Uroflow
and Detrusor Over Activity)

67 year old female with a history of frequency, urgency and
incontinence (not stress incontinence)

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that the detru-
sor pressure is quiet during filling, with the exception of one
minor increase in detrusor pressure just following first urge.

NIRS indicates that the oxygenation parameters are stable
throughout. This is a near normal patient. However, there is a
small decrease in blood volume, as the pressure in the detru-
sor increases. Following the one contraction (increase in
detrusor pressure), blood volume returns to baseline. This
small change may indicate that there is little change in the
bladder wall thickness, or in the compliance of the vessels in
this patient. This patient did not reach “capacity”.

CMG Sitting and Pressure Flow
FIG.9A-Upright Patient #21 (Example of Poor Muscle Com-
pliance)

An 82 year old male with a history of angina and Type 11
diabetes, with complaints of frequency, nocturiax3, and pros-
tate enlargement (BPH). No meds specifically for bladder
treatment.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates the pressure
flow study begins at the “Start Voiding” point. In this patient,
PDet initially rises to almost 110 cm H,O before returning to
near baseline.

NIRS indicates that there is a very sharp decrease in HbO,,
Hb, and HbSum as the bladder muscle contracts. There is a
subsequent rise in HbO, and Hb indicating a relaxation, fol-
lowed by another contraction with decrease in HbO,. How-
ever, Hb begins to rise gradually, indicating that the muscle is
beginning to relax. There are several smaller bladder contrac-
tion/relaxation cycles seen as the bladder nears empty. Cyt
initially becomes more reduced and then stabilizes, likely
coincident with the initial energy demand of the contraction.
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FIG. 9B—Upright Patient #23 (Example of Detrusor Over
Activity, Urgency Incontinence, High Contraction Pressure,
and Obstruction)

This is a 55 year old male with reduced flow, urinary
frequency, post-void dribbling.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that right after
the patient feels first urge, there is detrusor over activity and a
marked rise in pressure. He is not able to suppress the bladder
contraction, and voiding begins. At this time, there is a coin-
cidental fall in bladder pressure with voiding.

NIRS indicates that there is a gradual decline in HbO,
throughout the study, until PDet returns to approximately the
level at which the patient initially felt urgency, following
which, blood volume remains constant. Cyt initially becomes
more reduced when filling stops, and then stabilizes as void-
ing commences. Hb begins to increase shortly after voiding
commences.

FIG. 10A—Upright Patient #24 (Example of Having No Vol-
untary Detrusor Contraction)

A 65 yr male with no voluntary detrusor contraction, and
overflow incontinence.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that repeat
CMG in the sitting position again shows poor bladder sensa-
tion.

NIRS indicates that when the patient attempts to void, there
is no significant detrusor contraction, and the patient attempts
to void by abdominal straining. This is reflected in the rela-
tively flat Pdet line, and a marked increase in abdominal
straining is noted by NIRS as he attempts to force the urine
out (“pushing”). No actual flow is seen. During the straining,
(dotted box) there are intermittent increases and decreases in
NIRS, possibly reflecting effect of the pressure from the
abdominal straining on the blood volume in the detrusor
muscle. When the patient actually voids, there is a dramatic
decrease in blood volume in the detrusor and an increase in
the oxidation level of Cyt, indicative of the increased energy
demand. NIRS data return to baseline when the urge to void
passes.

FIG. 10B—Upright Patient #25 (Example of Normal Urof-
low, Detrusor Over Activity, Urgency Incontinence, and Nor-
mal Pressure Flow)

A 62 year old female with a history of urgency frequency
and urgency incontinence.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates that Pdet is
relatively quiet during the filling phase of the CMG. There is
voluntary detrusor contraction which precedes voiding to 20
cm of H,O. The pressure flow curve is in the normal range.

NIRS indicates that throughout the filling, there is little
change in the NIRS data, except that blood volume increases
slightly prior to a small contraction in the detrusor, then
decreases gradually as the bladder fills and the bladder wall
thins. When the filling stops, blood volume increases slightly
until voiding begins with voluntary contraction. We can see
that blood volume increases again as the contraction is
relaxed and continues to rise after the bladder is empty.
Non-Pathologic Cases
FIG. 11A—Uroflow 1* Volunteer, 1* Trial (Example of Nor-
mality)

A 50 year old female in good health with no urologic
complaints. The standard urodynamic tracing indicates nor-
mal uroflow with voiding of 370 cc and no residual volume.

NIRS indicates, from point A to point B, that there is an
increase in blood volume with relaxation of the detrusor as
urination is underway. Once peak flow occurs, midway
between A and B there is a slight detrusor contraction to
maintain the peak flow until point B, after which there is a
prolonged gradually increasing detrusor contraction until
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voiding is complete at point C. This latter contraction is
gentler than that used to sustain peak flow in that it is of the
same magnitude but requires twice the duration to achieve
that magnitude of change. A minute after voiding is complete
there is brief relaxation impulse (point D).

FIG. 11B—Uroflow 1° Volunteer, 2" Trial (Example of Nor-
mality)

A 50 year old female in good health with no urologic
complaints.

The standard urodynamic tracing indicates normal uroflow
with voiding of 342 cc and no residual volume.

NIRS indicates that from point A to point B there is increas-
ing blood volume in the detrusor, indicating relaxation of the
detrusor and the sphincter in order to bring about passive
urination without detrusor contraction. Just before point B,
when urination begins, blood volume begins to decrease,
indicating some contraction of the detrusor. After Point B, the
contraction becomes stronger and urination reaches peak
flow. There are several smaller contractions following this, as
the subject felt empty, then contracted voluntarily again to
confirm emptiness. The subsequent contractions are likely
normal post-void rhythmic contractions.

While specific embodiments of the invention have been
described and illustrated, such embodiments should be con-
sidered illustrative of the invention only and not as limiting
the invention as construed in accordance with the accompa-
nying claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for monitoring bladder function in an animal
having a bladder, the method comprising:

positioning of an electromagnetic radiation emitter and an

electromagnetic radiation detector on a skin surface of
the animal adjacent to the animal’s bladder;

emitting electromagnetic radiation at the bladder with the

electromagnetic radiation emitter while detecting elec-
tromagnetic radiation with the electromagnetic radia-
tion detector;

collecting data representative of detected electromagnetic

radiation prior to, during, and following bladder filling
and voiding; and

correlating the detected electromagnetic radiation data to

changes in oxygenation and hemodynamic parameters
prior to, during, and following bladder filling and void-
ing to provide an indication of bladder function.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the electromagnetic
radiation is near infrared (NIR), the emitter is a near infrared
spectroscopy (NIRS) emitter, the detector is a NIRS detector
and the data is NIRS data.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the emission of NIR
electromagnetic radiation is in the 750-950-nanometer range.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the collected NIRS data
is indicative of the animal’s level of one or more of oxygen-
ation and hemodynamic parameters: oxygenated hemoglobin
(HbO,); de-oxygenated hemoglobin (Hb); oxidized cyto-
chrome a, a,; reduced cytochrome a, a;; oxidized minus
reduced forms of the cytochrome C oxidase (Cyt).

5. The method of claim 2, wherein positioning comprises
securing the NIRS emitter and the NIRS detector with a
electromagnetic radiation shield to exclude ambient electro-
magnetic radiation from interfering with collection of NIRS
data.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the electromagnetic
radiation is coherent electromagnetic radiation.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein positioning is accom-
plished ultrasonically.
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein ultrasonic positioning
comprises:

transmitting ultrasonic energy from a transducer; and

receiving reflected ultrasonic energy to determine the loca-

tion of the animal’s bladder.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein positioning is about 10
mm cephalic of the animal’s symphysis pubis and wherein
the animal is an adult human.

10. The method of any one of claims 1, 2 and 6-5, further
comprising attenuating the emitted electromagnetic radiation
prior to emitting electromagnetic radiation at the bladder,
whereby attenuation is adapted to compensate for variations
in a physical parameter of the animal.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein attenuating is accom-
plished by filtering of the electromagnetic radiation emitted.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein filtering of the light
electromagnetic radiation is accomplished with a filter cham-
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ber having selectable filters, operable to incrementally filter
emitted electromagnetic radiation.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising obtaining
ultrasonic measurements of the animal’s bladder parameters.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein positioning of the
electromagnetic radiation emitter and the electromagnetic
radiation detector provides for a separation of said electro-
magnetic radiation emitter and said electromagnetic radiation
detector of between about 15-90 mm.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising shielding
the emitter and the detector from ambient electromagnetic
radiation.

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising storing the
electromagnetic radiation data.
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