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1
HEALTH MONITORING BOLUS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The subject invention relates to devices used to monitor the
health of subjects such as cows.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

An electronic bolus is a device inserted into a subject in
order to monitor one or more parameters typically indicative
of the health and condition of the subject and provide a means
of unique identification. Various forms of electronic boluses
have been proposed in the art. Most include several sensors
while some only provide identification. Others include only
one specific sensor and are limited in the amount of informa-
tion that can be ascertained. Some have sensors disposed on
the outside of the bolus. Examples of different bolus devices
are found in U.S. Published Patent Application Nos. 2009/
0187392 and 2007/0088194; and U.S. Pat. No. 6,059,733.

Acute outbreaks of disease continually threaten cattle, buf-
falo, sheep, pigs and other farm animals. Such outbreaks have
caused substantial economic losses globally. For example,
outbreaks of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (commonly
known as mad cow disease) in the UK necessitated the
slaughter of 3.3 million cattle with an estimated loss of over
$7.2 B. A mad cow outbreak in the U.S. accounted for an
annual loss of $2 B in beefexports. Similarly, a swine foot and
mouth disease in Taiwan caused the destruction of over 3.8
million pigs and an estimated loss of $6.9 B.

Rapid and accurate diagnosis of disease in livestock is an
important component of a comprehensive animal health pro-
gram. Disease diagnosis in animals is often based on a com-
bination of clinical signs and subsequent testing. Utilizing
current methods, case definition is often subjective and con-
firmatory diagnostic test results are unavailable in real-time,
ifat all.

In an outbreak of a highly contagious disease, the ability to
rapidly and accurately identify clinically ill animals is an
important control point for mitigating disease transmission.
Advances in electronics and wireless technologies have cre-
ated bolus systems for monitoring discrete parameters such as
temperature, heartbeat rate and respiration rate in livestock.
The ability to remotely monitor animal wellness, condition
and diagnose disease would provide a valuable surveillance
method for the livestock industry.

Physiologic parameters in animals have been monitored as
indications of well-being. The common parameters of tem-
perature, heart rate and respiratory rate are often used to
distinguish clinical illness. Most commonly, these are utilized
as areading at a single time point and not as a continuous data
stream (or signal). Continuous monitoring of these physi-
ologic variables would provide insight into the disease pro-
cess and allow for early discrimination of clinical illness. A
system that continuously samples physiologic parameters in
animals and uses these samples to diagnose disease and con-
dition, and then reports such disease remotely would be of
great value.

Some proposed bolus systems are often complex, unreli-
able, and expensive. When each animal in a herd of thousands
of animals is to be equipped with a bolus, each bolus cannot
be unduly expensive.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention features, in one example, a bolus which
requires only a single sensor, typically an acoustic transducer,
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2

to measure physiological parameters such as temperature, the
pH level of the subject’s body fluid, the subject’s heart rate,
breathing rate, activity level, and the like. The bolus includes
a chamber which admits body fluid therein in order to deter-
mine the temperature and pH level of the fluid and thus the
subject. In various embodiments, the bolus includes its own
power storage and charging circuit and a data transmission
subsystem which includes a means for uniquely identifying
the subject. A data processing subsystem within the bolus is
capable of conducting on-board diagnosis of the subject and
may include the ability to receive commands and data from an
external source.

The subject invention, however, in other embodiments,
need not achieve all these objectives and the claims hereof
should not be limited to structures or methods capable of
achieving these objectives.

The invention features, in one example, a bolus for inser-
tion in a body fluid. One bolus includes a housing, a chamber
in the housing admitting body fluid therein, and a transducer
in the housing. The transducer provides a signal through the
body fluid for measuring the pH level and/or temperature of
the body fluid. The transducer also generates a signal in
response to vibrations for detecting one or more physiologi-
cal parameters.

One or more layers may be disposed between the trans-
ducer and the chamber to reduce interface reflections. The
chamber may also include a high impedance material spaced
from the transducer. In one version, a medium is disposed
adjacent the transducer for measuring temperature.

One preferred bolus further includes a control subsystem
configured to activate the transducer to provide a signal
through the body fluid and to receive a signal generated by the
transducer in response to vibrations. A power source in the
housing powers the control subsystem. In one embodiment,
the charging circuit is responsive to a voltage generated by the
transducer in response to vibrations received by the trans-
ducer and the charging circuit supplies this voltage to the
power source.

One preferred bolus further includes a data processing
subsystem responsive to the control subsystem for analyzing
signals to make a diagnosis. A transceiver in the housing
transmits the diagnosis data and a memory stores diagnosis
data.

In one example, the bolus comprises a chamber admitting
fluid therein, a sensor providing a signal through the fluid for
measuring the pH level and/or temperature of the fluid, the
sensor generating a signal in response to vibrations for detect-
ing one or more physiological parameters, a control sub-
system configured to activate the sensor to provide a signal
through said fluid and to receive a signal generated by the
sensor in response to said vibrations, a data processing sub-
system responsive to the control subsystem for analyzing the
signals to make a diagnosis, and a transceiver in the housing
for transmitting diagnosis data.

The invention also features a method of determining the
health of a subject. One preferred method comprises inserting
a bolus into the subject. The bolus includes a transducer and
achamber admitting fluid therein from the subject. The trans-
duceris actuated to provide a signal through the fluid which is
analyzed to measure the pH level and/or the temperature of
the fluid. Also, signals generated by the transducer in
response to vibrations are analyzed to detect one or more
physiological parameters. The signals are analyzed to make a
diagnosis which can then be transmitted to a receiver, such as
a satellite or base station.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

Other objects, features and advantages will occur to those
skilled in the art from the following description of a preferred
embodiment and the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a highly schematic view showing an example of a
bolus in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross sectional view of the bolus
shown in FIG. 1 showing the primary components thereof;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram also depicting the primary com-
ponents associated with the bolus shown in FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 4 is a graph showing how various physiological
parameters can be monitored to provide an indication of a
subject’s health;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing how bolus data can be
processed in accordance with the subject invention;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the primary components
associated with the data processing circuit shown in FIG. 3
configured to diagnose a disease in accordance with the
invention and provide a unique identification;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the primary components
associated with a remotely located processing device respon-
sive to a number of bolus subsystems in accordance with the
invention;

FIG. 8 is ablock diagram showing the primary components
associated with a data processing circuit in accordance with
the invention configured to process signals generated by the
transducer shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 9 is a graph showing the frequency response of the
signal conditioning filter shown in FIG. 8;

FIG. 10is a graph showing the amplitude of a signal filtered
by the signal conditioning filter shown in FIGS. 8 and 9;

FIG. 11 is a graph showing the frequency spectrum of a
signal filtered by the signal conditioning filter shown in FIG.
8

FIG. 12 is a graph showing the amplitude of a digitized
signal output by the A/D converter shown in FI1G. 8;

FIG. 13 is a graph showing the spectrum of a signal digi-
tized by the A/D converter shown in FIG. 8;

FIG. 14 is a graph showing an example of a signal after
filtering by the digital filter shown in FIG. 8;

FIG. 15 is a graph showing an example of the frequency
spectrum of a signal processed by the digital filter of FIG. 8,

FIG. 16 is a graph showing the resultant simulated accel-
eration for a walking cow;

FIG. 17 is a graph showing resultant simulated acceleration
for a cow suffering from mad cow disease;

FIGS. 18-19 are graphs showing the frequency response of
a walking cow simulation in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 20 is a graph showing how heart rate data can be
ascertained in accordance the invention;

FIGS. 21A-21B are signals showing how feeding activity
is ascertained in accordance with the invention; and

FIGS. 22A-22B axe signals showing how a bowel move-
ment can be ascertained in accordance with the invention;

FIGS.23A-23B are signals showing how walking behavior
can be ascertained in accordance with the invention;

FIGS. 24A-24B are graphs showing how signals can be
used to ascertain drinking behavior in accordance with the
invention;

FIGS. 25A-25B are graphs showing how signals can be
used to analyze coughing behavior in accordance with the
invention; and
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FIG. 26 is a graph showing the pH level of stomach fluid
over known feeding cycles.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Aside from the preferred embodiment or embodiments
disclosed below, this invention is capable of other embodi-
ments and of being practiced or being carried out in various
ways. Thus, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited in its application to the details of construction and the
arrangements of components set forth in the following
description or illustrated in the drawings. If only one embodi-
ment is described herein, the claims hereof are not to be
limited to that embodiment. Moreover, the claims hereof are
not to be read restrictively unless there is clear and convincing
evidence manifesting a certain exclusion, restriction, or dis-
claimer.

FIG. 1 shows an example of bolus 10 in accordance with
the invention typically placed inside a subject, e.g., the reticu-
lum of an animal, (e.g., a cow) to evaluate the health of the
animal. Bolus 10 typically includes an outer housing 12
including one or more ports 14 opening into chamber 16, F1G.
2 allowing body (e.g., stomach) fluid to enter chamber 16.

Transducer 18 (e.g., a polycrystalline, single crystal, poly-
mer, composite or piezoelectric element) within housing 12 is
adjacent chamber 16 and transmits an acoustic signal as
shown at 20a when energized to travel through the fluid in
chamber 16 for measuring the pH level and/or temperature of
the fluid in chamber 16.

In a passive mode, vibrations caused by breathing, motion,
heartbeats, vocalizations, and the like are received as gener-
ally shown at 205 at transducer 18 and cause it to generate a
signal indicative of these physiological parameters.

Also, in one specific design, transducer 18, in an active
mode when energized, produces a signal 20¢ through medium
22 (e.g., a polymeric material) for measuring the temperature
of medium 22 which is the same as or close to the temperature
of the fluid in chamber 16 and the temperature of the subject.
Medium 22 in one version may be disposed on the opposite
side of the transducer 18 as well.

Optionally, transducer 18 also generates, in an active
mode, an acoustic signal as shown at 204 when transducer 18
is energized to measure other physiological parameters such
as body fat content. Thus, in one preferred embodiment, only
one sensor is required to determine a number of physiological
parameters.

Bolus 10 also typically includes one or more one quarter
wave acoustic impedance matching layers 22a-d designed to
reduce interface reflections. High acoustic impedance layers
(>acoustic impedance of the fluid) 24a and 245 are also
provided. Wall 12 can also be constructed of a high acoustic
impedance material such as a metal with a protective (e.g.,
Teflon) outer coating.

In the example shown, bolus 10 also includes electronic
section 30 including, for example, control circuitry which
generates a signal to activate transducer 18 in the active mode
(to, for example, provide signals 20a, 20c¢, and 20d) and
which is responsive to and detects signals generated by trans-
ducer 18 in the passive mode. Such signals may include
vibration signal 205 (indicative of movement, breathing,
heart rate, and the like), the reflection of signal 20a off layer
24a, and/or the reflection of signal 20c off layer 245, and/or
the reflection of signal 204 off body tissue.

Electronic section 30 may also include a data processing
subsystem responsive to the control circuitry for processing
data (such as comparing measured responses to a stored tem-
plate) derived from the various signals. Memory may also be
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provided to store this data and condition and disease tem-
plates as well as a unique identifier (e.g. serial number).
Receiver/transmitter/antenna section 32 is used to transmit
this data and/or the condition or disease identified, and typi-
cally the unique identifier outside of the bolus typically using
RF frequencies and can also function to receive commands
and data to modify the operation of the device.

Charging circuitry 34 includes a power source such as a
battery or capacitor to provide power to transceiver 32 and the
electronic section 30. In one preferred embodiment, the
charging circuitry is responsive to voltages generated by
transducer 18 and these voltages are used to charge an energy
storage device such as a battery, capacitor or a hybrid system
of these or similar devices. Voltages are generated by trans-
ducer 18, for example. in the passive mode, in response to
vibrations (see signal 206). The result is a bolus with an
energy harvesting subsysten.

The temperature of the subject can be determined several
ways. In one example, acoustic signal 20 emanating from
transducer 18 through fluid 16 and reflecting off surface 24
returns to transducer 18 at different times and with different
amplitudes depending on the pH level and the temperature of
fluid 16. To determine the temperature of fluid 16 and thus the
subject, the pH level can be calculated from the change in
amplitude or assumed to be a certain value. The temperature
of the fluid can thus be calculated from the different times of
flight.

Alternatively, signal 20c can be used. The time it takes
signal 20¢ to transverse known medium 22 sealed inside the
bolus, reflect off wall 24b, and return to transducer 18 is
indicative of the temperature of medium 22 and thus the
subject.

The pH level of the fluid 16 inside the bolus can also be
determined using a variety of methods. In one example, the
temperature of the fluid 16 is determined via transducer signal
20c¢ as described above. Then, the time it takes signal 20a to
transverse fluid chamber 16, reflect off wall 244, and return to
transducer 18 1s a function of the temperature and the pH level
of the fluid in chamber 16. Since the temperature has already
been determined, the pH level of the fluid can thus be ascer-
tained. In another example, the magnitude of the return signal
reflected off wall 24a can also be used to determine the pH
level of the fluid.

Typically, electronics section 30 performs these calcula-
tions using a processor, for example. Once the pH level and
temperature are calculated, the data processing subsystem
determines the subject’s health condition and stores data indi-
cating the same in a memory for transmission by transceiver
32 to a satellite or base station.

FIG. 3 shows one example of electronic section 30. Control
circuit 50 provides a charge signal, a pulse signal, or it
receives a signal from sensor 18 as shown at 52, for example,
when transducer 18 is in a passive mode. A pulse signal
activates switch 54, is amplified by amplifier 56, and activates
transducer 18 in the active mode to emit an acoustic signal
(see signals 20a, 20c, and 204, FIG. 2).

A signal detected by transducer 18, FIG. 3 in the passive
mode (for example, the reflection of signals 20a, 20¢, or 204
oravibration signal as shown at 205) is amplified by amplifier
56 and passes through switch 54 to control circuit 50. Control
circuit 50 determines, for example, the time it takes for signal
204, FIG. 2, to traverse the fluid in chamber 16, reflect off wall
24a, again traverse the fluid in chamber 16 and activate the
transducer 18; the time it takes signal 20c¢ to traverse medium
22, reflect off wall 245, and return to transducer 18; the signal
characteristics of signal 20d after reflection off body tissue,
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and the signal characteristics of signal 205 received by the
transducer in the passive mode.

Control circuit 50 then determines the type of data charac-
terized by the signals as shown at 58. Data processing circuit
60 then processes the signals to determine temperature, pH
level, heart rate, respiration rate, motion, vocalizations, body
fat content, digestive activity and the like. Data processing
circuit 60 also preferably determines, based on these physi-
ological parameters, one or more possible conditions of the
subject and stores data indicating the same in memory 62.
This diagnosis data is then transmitted. The data processing
circuit may also send the raw data for independent analysis.

FIG. 4 depicts a simplistic example where subject’s heart
rate and pH level have all risen over a certain time period. But
the subject’s level of activity had decreased over the same
time interval. Data processing circuit 60, FIG. 3 may thus
store, in memory 62, a diagnosis that the subject has a certain
medical condition.

Control circuit 50 then activates transceiver 32 to transmit
this diagnosis via antenna 64. Control circuit 50 may be
configured (e.g. programmed) to activate transceiver 32 to
send transmissions only if certain medical conditions are
diagnosed and even then only periodically. The receiver, such
as the base or satellite station 66 then receives this condition
or diagnosis information along with an identification of the
bolus. Personnel monitoring satellite/base station 66 can then
take the appropriate corrective action. The control circuit may
also be capable of receiving information, via a transceiver
allowing for updates to the templates and changes in the
operational parameters.

In one example, a bolus is inserted into a subject already
diagnosed with a certain disease. The subject’s physiological
data is monitored and stored. This process is then repeated for
different diseases. The resulting data is then stored in the
memory of each bolus. Then, for a given subject, a disease can
be detected by comparing the stored data with the physiologi-
cal data of that particular animal.

Also, when transducer 18 generates voltages because of the
subject’s motion, for example, control circuit 50 periodically
routes this charge signal to charging circuit 34 for charging
power cell (e.g., a battery) 68 which provides power for the
various components of the bolus.

Typically, a microprocessor, application specific integrated
circuit, controller, or the like is used to implement many of the
functions of control circuit 50 and data processing circuit 60.
Data may be reported in a specified format, a string of num-
bers corresponding to the subject’s unique serialization, tem-
perature, pH, and specific health condition or other form. The
data may be encoded by the sensor to protect privacy and as
required decoded at the receiving station to allow for the user
to interpret the results.

FIG. 5 shows how health data, with unique subject identi-
fication from a bolus is transmitted to local retransmission
station 70 and local server 72 where the data is stored as
shown at 74. The data may be viewed using user interface 76.
This data may be further transmitted via the interne, for
example, as shown at 78 to an end user’s database 80. Various
subscribers as shown at 82a¢ and 8256 may then view the
database 80 and/or download bolus data to different databases
as shown.

End users of the health data may include the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, universities, pharmaceutical companies,
and the like. Pay for subscription type services enable various
users to subscribe to an end user’s database 80.

The internal bolus system sensor that continuously
samples animal parameters such as temperature, pH, acoustic
and motion signatures and compares these samples to pre-
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stored sampled templates of parameters associated with
known diseases can be used to distinguish clinical illness in
real-time.

The preferred bolus system data processing circuit con-
tinuously samples acoustic, motion, pH and temperature sig-
natures of its host as shown in FIG. 6. The samples are
digitized and compared to pre-stored sampled templates
100a-d of known diseases. If a matched is realized, the com-
parator output is automatically classified and matched with a
disease or condition on file. The output is then summed into
diagnosis summer 102. The summer automatically creates a
three dimensional matrix for the parameters measured against
n pre-stored disease templates to enhance the accuracy and
early discrimination of clinical illness.

In addition to the individual diagnoses, discrimination of
clinical illness is further enhanced when the entire herd’s
health is integrated and compared against known diseases and
how such diseases spread through the herd. This integration is
accomplished at a remotely located processing device and is
illustrated in FIG. 7. For example, the temperature data from
the entire herd is reported to the processing device. This
measurement provides a baseline for comparison of the target
animal. The device compares the data from the target animal
to the median temperature of the herd. In normal conditions,
the body temperature of the animal will vary as a function of
the ambient temperature (i.e. on hot days the animal’s core
body temperature will be 1° to 2° higher than normal). The
processing device will look at the entire herd’s temperature
and determine whether the target animal is likely running a
fever. This process would be completed for each animal in the
herd. Additional, the pH of an animal’s digestive fluid is a
function of the feed. Comparing individual changes to the
herd will determine if a particular animal is behaving abnor-
mally as compared to the rest of the population. Finally, while
a particular behavior is often a sign of an illness, if the entire
herd is exhibiting this behavior, it may suggest that there is a
non-disease cause for this behavior. The ability to determine
which responses (e.g., temperature, pH, etc.) are the result of
illness and how many animals exhibit this, and when the
symptoms are visible, will allow for the tracking of the spread
of a disease, (e.g., over a period of five days), a specific
number of animals develop a response that is different from
the rest of the population.

Methods for collecting information that can be used to
reduce operating costs have been identified by several feed lot
operators as an additional key product performance require-
ment. Identifying changes in the density of the animal (lean-
to-fat ratio) can also be accomplished by analyzing a received
acoustic signal (see signal 20d, F1G. 2).

Transducer 18, FIG. 2 passively measures the acoustic
signature of an animal and relays the response back to a data
processing circuit 60, FIG. 3. The acoustic signature can be
used to determine heart rate, respiratory behavior, and other
health characteristics attributed to specific acoustic
responses.

At predetermined intervals, transducer 18 is activated to
determine time-of-flight information and/or reflection inten-
sity. This data can be used to determine both temperature and
pH. By placing the piezoelectric crystal in polymer baffle 22,
FIG. 2, changes in the temperature of the baffle materials will
change the damping of the two transverse modes (driven by
changes in impedance originating from variation in stiffness
of the baffle and the speed of sound). Moreover, by selecting
amaterial that has a glass transition temperature in the range
of the expected temperature swings of a health versus sick
animal will maximize the information available by enhancing
this phenomenon.
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One preferred device utilizes energy harvesting techniques
(such as energy from vibrations) to charge a storage device
(battery, capacitor, etc.) which powers both the RF transceiver
and pulses the transducer. Additionally, this device could be
powered by a beta voltaic or similar device or a combination
of both a battery and energy harvesting device. Included in the
design are a T/R switch and electronics to store and transmit
the relevant data as well as a means for a unique identification
(e.g., RFID tag, microchip, etc.).

The output of the internal sensor 18 is typically represented
as a function of time as x1(t). This signal is conditioned for
analog-to-digital (A/D) conversion by passing it through low
pass filter 120, shown in FIG. 8 with impulse response h, (t) to
generate a filtered analog signal x,(t), which is equal to the
convolution (*) of x,(t) with h,(t), and is mathematically
expressed as:

% (O=x, (O*hy (0x, (Dh (--0)dr 1

Filter 120 is designed to pass all frequencies from 0 Hz to
{, Hz, where . is the highest frequency of interest (f, can a
primary frequency or a harmonic of that frequency), which is
less than or equal to half the sample rate, {, of A/D converter
122. Starting at the frequency f, the filter h, has a slope of at
least 24 dB per octave, as illustrated in the design frequency
response for the filter of FIG. 9.

An example of the analog filtered signal, x,, is illustrated in
FIG. 10, along with its spectrum as shown in FIG. 11. This
example signal was generated for a passband of interest given
by {z=7 kHz.

The analog filtered signal conditioner output is then con-
verted by converter 122, shown in FIG. 8 to a digitized signal,
X5, which can be expressed as:

%3 D)=xy(e=n1), 15142 @

Note that T is defined as the A/D sampling interval, and is
equal to £/2. The A/D output signal, X, and associated spec-
trum for the example case is illustrated in FIGS. 12 and 13.

The digitized signal is then input to a low-pass Finite
Impulse Response (FIR) filter 124 which includes M filter
coefficients and is designed to pass only the frequencies of
interest for classification, from 0 Hz to f. Hz. The digitally
filtered output signal, x,, is expressed as:

k=M
xa(nT) = x3(nT)xhpy(n) = ) xs(ln -k + 1Tk (k)
pan}

where h,(k)=FIR filter coefficients, k=1, 2, .. . N

FIG. 14 illustrates the example low-pass filtered output digi-
tal signal, x,,, where the example filter was designed to pass
classifier frequencies of interest from 0 Hz to =2 kHz.

The digitally filtered signal is then analyzed by spectrum
analyzer 126, by computing its Discrete Fourier Transform
(DFT). This can be accomplished by first collecting a buffer
of N sample points of the signal x,(nT) to define the buffered
input signal, x,_ to the DFT as follows:

%, x4(mI)m=0,12,...N (4)

Note that each new buffer of inputs to the DFT contains a
percentage of overlapped points from the previous buffer,
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(e.g. ~25% of the data from the previous buffer). The DFT is
then computed to generate N spectral estimation coefficients
of the signal x, as follows:

u &)

X, 2N

1

m

X4(k) = DFT{x,(n)} =

3
1l

k=0,1,2,... Nppr—1

In practice, a value of N, ,-1s used that is equal to a power
of 2, so that the DFT can be implemented by a Fast Fourier
Transform (FFT), which is much more computationally effi-
cient than performing the DFT operation of equation (5). In
addition, the value of Nz, is greater than some lower bound
in order to obtain sufficient frequency resolution of the signal.
FIG. 15 shows the DFT spectrum of the example signal,
generated using a value of N=1024.

The output spectrum, X ,(k) is then compared via compara-
tor 128 to a set of N pre-stored representative sound spectrum
templates (S,(k), =1, 2, . . . N) to classify the bolus sound as
either normal or abnormal with an associated disease condi-
tion. This is done by correlating the magnitude spectrum of
X, with that of each of the templates to generate a “sound
classification measure”. The measure for the i” stored tem-
plate, Cg,, is the digital convolution of the monitored sound
spectrum sample with that of the i” stored template, and is
mathematically expressed as:

m=M
Cyi(k) = | Xa(k)| #1S;(0) = CZ [Xam)lIS;(k + 1 —ml,

m=1

(©

k=0,1,2,... Nppr{2-1

where c=normalization constant to insure that 0=Cg(k)=<1

The overall sound classification measure, Cg, is the peak

value of the individual measures as follows:

Csmax{Cs;},i=1,2,3,... N 7

This classification measure is compared to a minimum

threshold value, T, to generate the sound classification deci-
sion, Dy, as follows:

Ds=Cs, CszTs (3)

=0, otherwise

The sound classification decision measure is processed
along with the classification decision measures from the tem-
perature and motion signals, D, and D,,, respectively, to
generate the final report of a normal or disease condition.

Speed of sound and density are influenced by the pH of a
solution and its temperature. Additionally, the resonant fre-
quency of a piezoelectric transducer is also a function of
temperature. Using an active device to measure the speed of
sound, characterize the amplitude of the receive signal and the
frequency response of the transducer will allow us to simul-
taneously measure temperature and pH.

The relationship between speed of sound, density, and
concentration (pH or salinity) of a fluid is discussed below.

Ahydrophone can act as an accelerometer when allowed to
move freely as in our application. For classifying illness or
disease through abnormal motion, the transducer output is
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digitized, filtered and analyzed for its frequency content. The
spectrum analyzer output is compared to pre-stored motion
templates, until a match is found. The comparator output is
automatically classified to detect normal and abnormal
motions and matched with a condition on file. When a con-
dition is determined, the output is summed into a diagnosis
summary.

All data output by the transducer is in the time domain, and
this needs to be processed from the time domain to the fre-
quency domain. This is done by finding the Discrete Fourier
Transform (DFT) by using a Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) as
described in the sound sensor portion of this document in
equations (4) and (5).

An example of data that may be collected from a healthy
cow as it walks is shown in FIG. 16. The analysis below is
representative of what would be done with the hydrophone
data. Another simulation was also performed to collect data
that may be seen from a cow that has mad cow disease, shown
in F1G.17.

After completing a DFT on the signal resulting from an
acceleration, the data is now in a frequency-magnitude form
thatallows for acomparison ofthe two sets of data. These new
plots are shown in FIGS. 18-19. Using this data, the energies
at specific frequencies can be compared against a database file
of known illnesses and their frequency spectrums to deter-
mine a classification using the same process as in the sound
sensor with equations (6) through (8). This will allow for
proper healthy/diseased conclusions to be reached and the
appropriate alerts can be sent out.

Data were collected after a transducer was inserted, at
separate times, into a cow’s rumen, via fistula. The signal
from the transducer was recorded in .wav format using a
portable digital recorder (in this case, a M-Audio Microtrak
10). Specifications for the transducers is presented in Table 1:

TABLE 1

Experimental hardware specifications

5Q26-08
Frequency Range 0.030 to 30
(=3 dB) [kHz]
Sensitivity [dB, re -194
1V/pPa]
Preamplifier Gain [dB] 25
RMS Overload 154
Acoustic Pressure
[dB, re 1 puPa]
Maximum Operating 100
Depth [m]
Operating Temperature -25to 60
Range [° C.]
Dimensions [mm] 70 L x 32 dia.
Directionality omnidirectional below 10 kHz

The cow was monitored for an extended period of time
while feeding, walking, and other typical cow activities using
the hydrophone. In addition to recorded data veterinarians
determined heart rate and respiration using a stethoscope.

The .wav files were analyzed in the time and frequency
domains at various time indices for known events. The esti-
mated heart rate for the animal was one beat per second. Three
seconds of data, captured with the SQ26-08 transducer is
presented in FIG. 20. This data can be subtracted from the
recorded data to eliminate the impact of the heart rate to
analyze other events occurring during the same period.

FIGS. 21-25 show the results of analyzing the frequency
response (via Fast Fourier Transform) during known activi-
ties and comparing them with resting data.
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The following discussion addresses how temperature and
pH can be decoupled from the time-of-flight data obtained
from fluid chamber 16, shown in FIG. 2. The equation for
time-of-flight consists of one equation and two unknowns—
temperature and concentration (i.e. pH). Additionally, one of
two methods of measurement will provide an independent
measurement of either temperature or pH: 1) using lateral
vibration modes to determine temperature only, and 2) using
absorption to determine pH. Consequently, utilizing either of
these methods in combination of the time-of-flight equation
will provide a unique solution to the system of equations.

Anacoustic point source radiating into a homogenous fluid
at low frequencies is understood to be an omnidirectional
source, i.e., its radiation pattern is symmetric as a function of
angular location and the acoustic pressure at a fixed distance
from the source in any direction is equal to any point located
the same distance from the source but at a different angular
position. If this source and fluid were to be surrounded by a
surface whose acoustic impedance was substantially higher
as compared to the fluid into which the source was radiating,
then the radiated signal would be reflected upon normal
impingement with the high impedance surface directly back
to the source. If this surface was of uniform dimensions and
the source was located concentrically in the surface i.e., all
points of the reflecting surface are located equidistant from
the source, the reflections in all directions would return to the
source at the same time. The time-of-flight of the reflected
wave would only be a function of the speed of sound in the
material.

If the properties of the fluid were not homogeneous, as a
function of angle, then the time-of-flight of the reflected
wave, would be different. For example, if fluid 1 (V,) was
substantially slower than that of fluid 2 (V,) the time for the
reflected wave to returnto the source would be longer for fluid
1, (e, T,>T,).

The modulus of amorphous polymeric materials is known
to vary as a function of temperature, among other things.
Furthermore, this variation becomes increasingly significant
in the vicinity of the glass-rubber transition region.

It has been widely reported that the modulus of a material
is related to the speed of sound in the material. This has been
demonstrated for metals, ceramics, and polymers. Conse-
quently, factors that influence the modulus in a material can
be expected to change the speed of sound in a material. Due to
the temperature dependent nature of the modulus in poly-
meric materials, it is expected that the speed of sound will
change as a function of temperature. If the operational tem-
perature range is in the glass-rubber transition region, it is
anticipated that small changes in temperature will result in
large changes in the speed of sound.

The primary factors that influence modulus, assuming no
chemical or physical decomposition, are temperature, pres-
sure, and frequency. We do not expect pH (or other chemical
changes, (such as UV degradation, etc.) to have short term
effects on the modulus of the materials used in this sensor
over the course of its operational life.

The temperature dependent response of the polymeric
baffle material 22, FIG. 2 can be used to measure the tem-
perature of the sensor.

The size of the resonator can be selected such that the
difference in the time-of-flight of the wave emitted from a
lateral deformation of the resonator can be resolved. Thus,
variation in the speed of sound in the materials will be solely
a function of changes in their modulus as a function of tem-
perature. The baffle material can be selected such that it
maximizes changes due to temperature.
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There exist examples of methods to suppress these modes
to improve transducer response, suggesting that these modes
are strongly coupled to the performance of the device (see
U.S. Pat. No. 5,948,993 incorporated herein by this reference
which shows the various modes of operation of a simple
piezoelectric disk). In standard industry nomenclature, the
first ordinal indicates the poling direction and the second
indicates the direction of deflection. For example, a device
having the designation “33” indicates that the material is
poled in the 3 direction and the deflection occurs in the 3
direction. In the case of a “31” device, the poling direction is
in the 3 direction; however the deflection is in the 1 direction.

The proposed transducer would utilize both the 33 and 31
modes of operation. The 33 mode would be used to generate
a pressure wave in the fluid chamber, while the 31 mode
would be used to generate the effect discussed in above. Note
that while the preferred embodiment is a polycrystalline
material, piezoelectric composites exhibit a similar response,
albeit for different reasons. The 15 mode (shear mode) may
also be used depending on the construction of the device, and
in particular the selection of the Y4 wave matching layers
(typically two are used to form a graded material).

In the parlance of hydrophone design, suppression of the
lateral modes results in an improvement in the “ring down” of
the hydrophone. The amount of ringing determines the fidel-
ity of the transducer with respect to resolving objects near to
the face of the transducer. Typically, the ringing is “gated out”
at a fixed time and the information is not used (i.e.. investi-
gators are looking for objects in front of the transducer and
not the transducer itself). Changes in the ringing, as a result of
the transducer design, can be correlated to changes in the
temperature of the transducer. These changes should manifest
themselves in a shift in the time domain due to changes in the
speed of sound, as discussed, although it is likely that the
magnitude of the ringing signal will also provide information
on its temperature (i.e., temperature dependent absorption).

Consequently, temperature only data can be obtained in the
proposed manner and this information can be used to resolve
pH data from the time-of-flight and absorption measurements
derived from the fluid chamber (from the two equations and
two unknowns discussed above).

A study of sound absorption in the ocean demonstrated the
correlation between changes in pH of seawater to changes in
the sound absorption. Absorption of sound in fluids is a func-
tion of scattering and molecular relaxation. Phenomena that
would change the density of a fluid, without contributing to
the relaxations or scattering, are unlikely to impact absorp-
tion. In a homogenous fluid, with no particulates the absorp-
tion of sound is based solely on molecular relaxations. Con-
sequently, polar materials, such as those that would increase
the pH of a fluid will absorb sound through ionic relaxations
by a mechanism in which soluble materials would promote
the disassociation ions and thus an increase in pH and con-
comitant sound absorption.

Clearly, based on the phenomena stated above, in the fluid
chamber the amplitude of the received signal and the time it
takes to travel back to the transducer (furnishing two equa-
tions) will be a function of both pH and temperature (the two
unknowns desired). Therefore, it is possible to determine both
pH and temperature simultaneously.

The pH of a cow’s digestion system is a function of the
nature food it consumes and the microorganisms located in
the system. Changes in the nature of the food result in a
redistribution of the concentration of the microorganisms and
thus a change in the pH of the digestion fluid. Specifically,
certain types of microorganisms, which digest certain types
of food, require different pH levels to function.
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Due to the nature of beef production, animals sent to feed
lots undergo a rapid change in the type of food they consume.
Dairy cows for a variety of reasons may also undergo changes
in food, typically related to the change in seasons and avail-
ability/quality of food. Based on the physiology of the spe-
cific animal, this may have no impact or result in either
subacute or acute acidosis. Subacute acidosis tends to result
in lower weight gain or reduced milk production, both of
which impact the economics of the industry.

Acute acidosis can result in shock and/or death of the
animal. There are no outward signs onillness, until the animal
is found dead. If the animal does not perish, there are long
term effects on the animal’s health that result in loss of pro-
ductivity (such as weight gain or milk production).

FIG. 26 indicates that the pH of a cow’s stomach varies
significantly as a function of feeding times. The data suggests
that over the course of a day, depending on the feeding cycle,
the pH of a cow’s stomach returns to a nominal value at
various points in the day after the completion of the digestion
cycle.

Research has shown that most factors that influence the pH
are linked to dietary intake. Consequently while the instanta-
neous pH may change due to these factors, the pH eventually
returns to a baseline value. This indicates that measuring the
pH over time will give a profile of the animal’s digestive
health, independent of the factors that may or may not influ-
ence stomach fluid density, independent of stomach pH.

The frequency of measurement can be directly linked to
data from passive measurements on the frequency of feeding
of the animal. For example, if the animal is on a 12 hour
feeding cycle (as measured by the acoustic signature for
feeding), the pH measurement could be measured approxi-
mately 8 hours after the feeding cycle every hour until the
next feeding cycle. This data could be compared to the pH of
the next measurement cycle.

The preferred device shown in FIG. 2 includes a polycrys-
talline piezoelectric element, a plurality of ¥4 wave matching
layers, a high acoustic impedance housing material (relative
to the fluid being measured), an energy storage device that can
be recharged by the piezoelectric element, control circuitry
that regulates charging, pulse actuation, data collection peri-
ods, and the like, and a transmission device to send the data to
a remote location for analysis.

The device will send a voltage signal, in the time domain,
to aremote location for analysis. The analysis will consist of
a time domain response characterization to determine pH and
temperature, based on one or both of the methods discussed
above. A frequency domain analysis will be conducted to
determine motion, physiological responses, such as walking,
drinking, respiration, etc. Both the time and frequency
domain signals will be correlated to acceleration effects of the
transducer.

The sensitivity of transducers may be impacted by accel-
eration effects and multiple methods have been developed to
eliminate these effects. Large spikes in the “noise” due to
acceleration can be used as a means to determine if the animal
has moved and the intensity of the movement. This informa-
tion, used alone or when combined with spectral responses
will be correlated to motion of the animal (note that the
spectral response could also be used alone to measure
motion).

Based on the above discussion, the parameters such as pH,
temperature, digestive cycle, motion, respiration, heart rate,
belching, etc., can be used in the diagnosis of specific related
diseases.

Although specific features of the invention are shown in
some drawings and not in others, this is for convenience only
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as each feature may be combined with any or all of the other
features in accordance with the invention. The words “includ-
ing”, “comprising”, “having”, and “with” as used herein are
to be interpreted broadly and comprehensively and are not
limited to any physical interconnection. Moreover, any
embodiments disclosed in the subject application are not to be
taken as the only possible embodiments.

In addition, any amendment presented during the prosecu-
tion of the patent application for this patent is not a disclaimer
of any claim element presented in the application as filed:
those skilled in the art cannot reasonably be expected to draft
a claim that would literally encompass all possible equiva-
lents, many equivalents will be unforeseeable at the time of
the amendment and are beyond a fair interpretation of what is
to be surrendered (if anything), the rationale underlying the
amendment may bear no more than a tangential relation to
many equivalents, and/or there are many other reasons the
applicant cannot be expected to describe certain insubstantial
substitutes for any claim element amended.

Otherembodiments will occur to those skilled in the art and
are within the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A bolus for insertion in a body fluid in a body cavity, the
bolus comprising:

a housing;

a chamber in the housing configured to admit body fluid

therein; and
a transducer in the housing, the transducer configured to:
induce a signal through the body fluid admitted into the
chamber;

detect one or more parameters of the signal that has
passed through the body fluid, the one or more param-
eters of the signal indicative of a pH level and/or
temperature of the body fluid; and

detect ambient vibrations originating from outside the
bolus, the vibrations indicative of one or more physi-
ological parameters.

2. The bolus of claim 1, the bolus further comprising:

one or more layers between the transducer and the cham-
ber, the one or more layers configured to reduce interface
reflections.

3. The bolus of claim 1, the bolus further comprising:

a second chamber containing a medium, the second cham-
ber adjacent to the transducer; and

wherein the transducer is further configured to induce a
signal through the medium for measuring a temperature
of the medium.

4. The bolus of claim 1, the bolus further comprising:

a control subsystem in the housing, the control subsystem
configured to activate the transducer to induce the signal
through the body fluid and the control subsystem con-
figured to receive the one or more parameters of the
signal and/or the ambient vibrations.

5. The bolus of claim 4, the bolus further comprising:

apower source in the housing, the power source configured
to supply power to the control subsystem.

6. The bolus of claim 5, the bolus further comprising:

a charging circuit in the housing, the charging circuit con-
figured to charge the power source.

7. The bolus of claim 6, wherein the charging circuit is
responsive to a voltage generated by the transducer in
response to vibrations received by the transducer, the charg-
ing circuit supplying the voltage to the power source.

8. The bolus of claim 4, the bolus further comprising:

a data processing subsystem responsive to the control sub-

system, the data processing subsystem configured to
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analyze the one or more parameters and/or the ambient
vibrations to produce diagnosis data.

9. The bolus of claim 1, the bolus further comprising:

a transmitter in the housing, the transmitter configured to
transmit the diagnosis data.

10. The bolus of claim 8, the bolus further comprising;

a memory configured to store the diagnosis data and a
subject identification information.

11. The bolus of claim 1, wherein the transducer is a bidi-

rectional acoustic transducer.

12. The bolus of claim 1, wherein the one or more param-
eters of the signal are selected from the group consisting of a
speed of the signal, a time delay of the signal, an amplitude of
the signal, and a frequency response of the signal.

13. The bolus of claim 5, wherein the power source is an
energy storage device.

14. A bolus for insertion in a fluid in a body cavity, the bolus
comptrising:

a chamber configured to admit fluid therein;

a transducer configured to:

induce a signal through the fluid admitted into the cham-
ber,

detect one or more parameters of the signal that has
passed through the fluid, the one or more parameters
of the signal indicative of a pH level and/or tempera-
ture of the fluid; and

detect ambient vibrations originating from outside the
bolus, the vibrations indicative of one or more physi-
ological parameters;

acontrol subsystem configured to activate the transducer to
induce the signal through the fluid and the control sub-
system configured to receive the one or more parameters
of the signal and/or the ambient vibrations;

a data processing subsystem responsive to the control sub-
system, the data processing subsystem configured to
analyze the one or more parameters of the signal and/or
the ambient vibrations to produce diagnosis data; and

a transmitter configured to transmit the diagnosis data.

15. The bolus of claim 14, the bolus further comprising:

one or more layers between the transducer and the cham-
ber, the one or more layers configured to reduce interface
reflections.

16. The bolus of claim 14, the bolus further comprising:

a second chamber containing a medium, the second cham-
ber adjacent to the transducer; and

wherein the transducer is further configured to induce a
signal through the medium for measuring a temperature
of the medium.

17. The bolus of claim 14, the bolus further comprising:

a power source.

18. The bolus of claim 17, the bolus further comprising:

a charging circuit configured to charge the power source.

19. The bolus of claim 18, wherein the charging circuit is
responsive to a voltage generated by the transducer, the charg-
ing circuit supplying the voltage to the power source.

20. The bolus of claim 14, the bolus further comprising:

a memory configured to store the diagnosis data and a
subject identification information.

21. A method of determining the health of a subject, the

method comprising:
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inserting a bolus into the subject, the bolus comprising a
transducer and a chamber admitting fluid therein from
the subject;

actuating the transducer to induce a signal through the fluid
admitted into the chamber;

detecting one or more parameters of the signal that has
passed through the fluid, the one or more parameters of
the signal detected by the transducer;

analyzing the one or more parameters of the signal detected
by the transducer to measure a pH level and/or a tem-
perature of the fluid;

detect ambient vibrations originating from outside the
bolus, the vibrations the ambient vibrations detected by
the transducer; and

analyzing the ambient vibrations to detect one or more
physiological parameters.

22. The method of claim 21, the method further compris-

ing:

producing diagnosis data based on the one or more param-
eters of the signal and/or the ambient vibrations.

23. The method of claim 22, the method further compris-

ing:
transmitting the diagnosis data.
24. The method of claim 21, wherein the subject is selected
from the group consisting of a cow, a buffalo, a sheep, and a
pig.
25. The method of claim 24, wherein the subject is a cow.
26. A health monitoring system comprising a bolus for use
inside of a subject and a base station for use outside of the
subject, the system comprising:
the bolus for insertion in a body fluid in a body cavity ofthe
subject, the bolus comprising:
a housing;
a chamber in the housing configured to admit body fluid
therein;
atransducer in the housing, the transducer configured to:
induce a signal through the body fluid admitted into
the chamber;

detect one or more parameters of the signal that has
passed through the body fluid, the one or more
parameters of the signal indicative of a pH level
and/or temperature of the body fluid; and

detect ambient vibrations originating from outside the
bolus, the vibrations indicative of one or more
physiological parameters;

a data processing subsystem in the housing, the data
processing subsystem configured to analyze the one
or more parameters and/or the ambient vibrations to
produce diagnosis data; and

atransmitter in the housing, the transmitter configured to
transmit the diagnosis data; and

the base station, the base station comprising:

a receiver configured to receive the diagnosis data.

27. The system of claim 26, wherein the base station further

comprises memory configured to store the diagnosis data.

28. The system of claim 27, wherein the base station further
comprises a user interface configured to display the diagnosis
data.
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