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MOBILE TERMINAL AND METHOD OF
MEASURING BIOELECTRIC SIGNALS
THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims benefit and priority from Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2011-0063728, filed Jun. 29,
2011, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref-
erence in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Embodiments may relate to a mobile terminal and a
method for measuring bioelectric signal thereof.

2. Background

Terminals can be divided into mobile terminals and sta-
tionary terminals. The mobile terminals can be classified as
handheld terminals or vehicle mounted terminals according
to whether users can personally carry the terminals.

In view of various types of services that are provided by
mobile terminals, an improvement in the structure and/or
software of mobile terminals is considered.

SUMMARY

An aspect of the present invention is to provide a mobile
terminal and a method of measuring a bioelectric signal
thereof that can sense a user’s pulse wave.

In an aspect, a mobile terminal includes: a pulse wave
sensing unit for acquiring a pulse wave signal using a plural-
ity of electrodes and performing and outputting a signal pro-
cessing of the acquired pulse wave signal; and a controller for
controlling conversion to a call mode and acquiring pulse
wave data using a pulse wave signal output from the pulse
wave sensing unit in a state of operating in the call mode.

In another aspect, a method of measuring a bioelectric
signal of a mobile terminal, the method includes: acquiring, if
the mobile terminal enters a call mode, a user’s pulse wave
data using a plurality of electrodes contacting with the user’s
skin surface; acquiring an excited degree of the user based on
the acquired pulse wave data; and terminating, if the excited
degree is equal to or larger than a preset level, a call or
outputting alarm for warning that the user is in an excited
state.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of described embodiments of the
present invention and are incorporated in and constitute a part
of this specification, illustrate embodiments of the present
invention and together with the description serve to explain
aspects and features of the present invention.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
mobile terminal according to embodiments of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view illustrating a mobile
terminal according to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view illustrating a mobile
terminal according to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention;
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FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a configuration of
amobile terminal to which an earphone is connected accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
pulse wave sensing unit according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
switch according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a method of measuring a
bioelectric signal in a mobile terminal according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method of
determining whether to terminate communication using
pulse wave data in a mobile terminal according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of storing a user’s emotional
state at a phonebook to correspond to contact information of
call another party in a mobile terminal according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method
of managing a user’s health state using pulse wave data in a
mobile terminal according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described more fully with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which certain embodiments of the invention are
illustrated. The invention may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as being
limited to the embodiments set forth herein; rather, these
embodiments are described and/or illustrated so that this dis-
closure will be more thorough and complete, and will more
fully convey the aspects of the invention to those skilled in the
art.

Hereinafter, a mobile terminal according to embodiments
ofthe present invention will be described below in more detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings. In the follow-
ing description, the suffixes “module” and “unit” are used in
reference to components of the mobile terminal for conve-
nience of description and do not have meanings or functions
different from each other.

The mobile terminals described herein may include a cel-
lular phone, a smart phone, a laptop computer, a digital broad-
casting terminal, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable
multimedia player (PMP), and a navigation system.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a mobile terminal 100 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. It is under-
stood that other embodiments, configurations and arrange-
ments may also be provided. With reference to FIG. 1, the
mobile terminal 100 may include a radio communication unit
110, an audio/video (A/V) input unit 120, a user input unit
130, a sensing unit 140, an output unit 150, a memory 160, an
interface unit 170, a controller 180, and a power supply 190.
Not all of the components shown in FIG. 1 are essential, and
the number of components included in the mobile terminal
100 may be varied. The components of the mobile terminal
100, as illustrated with reference to FIG. 1 will now be
described.

The radio communication unit 110 may include at least one
module that enables wireless communication between the
mobile terminal 100 and a wireless communication system or
between the mobile terminal 100 and a network in which the
mobile terminal 100 is located. For example, the radio com-
munication unit 110 may include a broadcast receiving mod-



US 9,198,585 B2

3

ule 111, a mobile communication module 112, a wireless
Internet module 113, a local area (or short-range) communi-
cation module 114, and a location information module 115.

The broadcast receiving module 111 may receive broad-
casting signals and/or broadcasting related information from
an external broadcasting management server through a
broadcasting channel. The broadcasting channel may include
a satellite channel and a terrestrial channel, and the broad-
casting management server may be a server that generates and
transmits broadcasting signals and/or broadcasting related
information or a server that receives previously created
broadcasting signals and/or broadcasting related information
and transmits the broadcasting signals and/or broadcasting
related information to a terminal.

The broadcasting signals may include not only TV broad-
casting signals, wireless broadcasting signals, and data
broadcasting signals, but also signals in the form of a combi-
nation of a TV broadcasting signal and a radio broadcasting
signal. The broadcasting related information may be infor-
mation on a broadcasting channel, a broadcasting program or
a broadcasting service provider, and may be provided even
through a mobile communication network. In the latter case,
the broadcasting related information may be received by the
mobile communication module 112.

The broadcasting related information may exist in any of
various forms. For example, the broadcasting related infor-
mation may exist in the form of an electronic program guide
(EPG) of a digital multimedia broadcasting (DMB) system or
in the form of an electronic service guide (ESG) of a digital
video broadcast-handheld (DVB-H) system.

The broadcast receiving module 111 may receive broad-
casting signals using various broadcasting systems. More
particularly, the broadcast receiving module 111 may receive
digital broadcasting signals using digital broadcasting sys-
tems such as a digital multimedia broadcasting-terrestrial
(DMB-T) system, a digital multimedia broadcasting-satellite
(DMB-S) system, a media forward link only (MediaFLO™)
system, a DVB-H system, and an integrated services digital
broadcast-terrestrial (ISDB-T) system. The broadcast receiv-
ing module 111 may receive signals from broadcasting sys-
tems providing broadcasting signals other than the above-
described digital broadcasting systems.

The broadcasting signals and/or broadcasting related infor-
mation received through the broadcast receiving module 111
may be stored in the memory 160. The mobile communica-
tion module 112 may transmit/receive a wireless signal
to/from at least one of a base station, an external terminal and
a server on a mobile communication network. The wireless
signal may include a voice call signal, a video call signal or
data in various forms according to the transmission and recep-
tion of text/multimedia messages.

The wireless Internet module 113 may correspond to a
module for wireless Internet access and may be included in
the mobile terminal 100 or may be externally attached to the
mobile terminal 100. Wireless LAN (WLAN or Wi-F1), wire-
less broadband (Wibro™), world interoperability for micro-
wave access (Wimax™), high speed downlink packet access
(HSDPA) and other technologies may be used as a wireless
Internet technique.

The local area communication module 114 may corre-
spond to a module for local area communication. Further,
Bluetooth™, radio frequency identification (RFID), infrared
data association (IrDA), ultra wideband (UWB) and/or Zig-
Bee™ may be used as a local area communication technique.

The location information module 115 may confirm or
obtain the position of the mobile terminal 100. The location
information module 115 may obtain position information by
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using a global navigation satellite system (GNSS). The GNSS
refers to a radio navigation satellite system that revolves
around the earth and transmits reference signals to predeter-
mined types of radio navigation receivers such that the radio
navigation receivers may determine their positions on the
earth’s surface or near the earth’s surface. The GNSS may
include a global positioning system (GPS) of the United
States, Galileo of Europe, a global orbiting navigational sat-
ellite system (GLONASS) of Russia, COMPASS of China,
and a quasi-zenith satellite system (QZSS) of Japan among
others.

A global positioning system (GPS) module is one example
ofthelocation information module 115. The GPS module 115
may calculate information regarding distances between one
point or object and at least three satellites and information
regarding a time when the distance information is measured
and apply trigonometry to the obtained distance information
to obtain three-dimensional position information on the point
or object according to latitude, longitude and altitude at a
predetermined time. A method of calculating position and
time information using three satellites and correcting the
calculated position and time information using another satel-
lite may also be used. In addition, the GPS module 115 may
continuously calculate the current position in real time and
calculate velocity information using the location or position
information.

As shown in FIG. 1, the A/V input unit 120 may input an
audio signal or a video signal and include a camera 121 and a
microphone 122. The camera 121 may process image frames
of still images or moving pictures obtained by an image
sensor in a video call mode or a photographing mode. The
processed image frames may be displayed on a display mod-
ule 151 which may be a touch screen.

The image frames processed by the camera 121 may be
stored in the memory 160 or may be transmitted to an external
device through the radio communication unit 110. The
mobile terminal 100 may also include at least two cameras
121.

The microphone 122 may receive an external audio signal
in a call mode, a recording mode or a speech recognition
mode and process the received audio signal into electronic
audio data. The audio data may then be converted into a form
that may be transmitted to a mobile communication base
station through the mobile communication module 112 and
output in the call mode. The microphone 122 may employ
various noise removal algorithms (or noise canceling algo-
rithms) for removing or reducing noise generated when the
external audio signal is received.

The user input unit 130 may receive input data required for
controlling the mobile terminal 100 from a user. The user
input unit 130 may include a keypad, a dome switch, a touch
pad (e.g., constant voltage/capacitance), a jog wheel, and a
jog switch.

The sensing unit 140 may sense a current state of the
mobile terminal 100, such as an open/closed state of the
mobile terminal 100, a position of the mobile terminal 100,
whether a user touches the mobile terminal 100, a direction of
the mobile terminal 100, and acceleration/deceleration of the
mobile terminal 100, and generate a sensing signal required
for controlling the mobile terminal 100. For example, if the
mobile terminal 100 is a slide phone, the sensing unit 140 may
sense whether the slide phone is opened or closed. Further,
the sensing unit 140 may sense whether the power supply 190
supplies power and/or whether the interface unit 170 is con-
nected to an external device.
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The sensing unit 140 may also include a proximity sensing
unit 141. The proximity sensing unit 141 may include at least
one proximity sensor.

The proximity sensor of the proximity sensing unit 141
may sense the presence of an object approaching a predeter-
mined sensing face or an object located near the proximity
sensor using an electromagnetic force or infrared rays with-
out mechanical contact. The proximity sensor 141 may have
a lifetime longer than a contact sensor and may thus be more
appropriate for use in the mobile terminal 100.

The proximity sensor of the proximity sensing unit 141
may include a transmission type photoelectric sensor, a direct
reflection type photoelectric sensor, a mirror reflection type
photoelectric sensor, a high-frequency oscillating proximity
sensor, a capacitive proximity sensor, a magnetic proximity
sensor, and/or an infrared proximity sensor.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, the proximity sensor is disposed at one surface of a
body of the mobile terminal 100 and detects that a user
approaches the user’s head to the mobile terminal 100 upon
communicating.

Further, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the proximity sensor is disposed at an
internal area of the mobile terminal 100 or at a periphery of
the display module 151 and monitors approach of a pointer to
adisplay area. The proximity sensor for monitoring approach
of a pointer to the display area will be described in detail at a
description of the display module 151 to be described later.

The sensing unit 140 may further include the pulse wave
sensing unit 142. The pulse wave sensing unit 142 senses a
pulse wave signal, which is a bioelectric signal. The pulse
wave sensing unit 142 will be described in detail with refer-
ence to FIG. 6 to be described later.

The output unit 150 may generate visual, auditory and/or
tactile output and include the display module 151, an audio
output module 152, an alarm unit 153 and a haptic module
154.

The display module 151 may display information pro-
cessed by the mobile terminal 100. For example, the display
module 151 may display UI or graphic user interface (GUI)
related to a telephone call when the mobile terminal is in the
call mode. The display module 151 may display a captured
and/or received image, Ul or GUI when the mobile terminal
100 is in the video telephony mode or the photographing
mode.

The display module 151 may include at least one ofa liquid
crystal display, a thin film transistor liquid crystal display, an
organic light-emitting diode display, a flexible display and/or
a three-dimensional display.

The display may be of a transparent type or a light trans-
mission type. This may be referred to as a transparent display.
The transparent display may include a transparent liquid crys-
tal display. The rear structure of the display module 151 can
also be of the light transmission type. According to this struc-
ture, a user can see an object located behind the body of the
mobile terminal 100 through an area of the body of the mobile
terminal 100, which is occupied by the display module 151.

The mobile terminal 100 may include at least two displays
151 according to constitution of the mobile terminal 100. For
example, the mobile terminal 100 may include a plurality of
displays that are arranged on a single face at a predetermined
distance or may be integrated. Otherwise, the plurality of
displays can be arranged on different sides.

In an example where the display module 151 and a sensor
sensing touch (hereafter referred to as a touch sensor) form a
layered structure, which may be referred to as a touch screen,
the display module 151 can be used as an input device in

10

20

25

40

45

60

65

6

addition to an output device. The touch sensor can be in the
form of a touch film, a touch sheet and/or a touch pad, for
example.

The touch sensor can be constructed such that the touch
sensor converts a variation in pressure applied to a specific
portion of the display module 151 or a variation in capaci-
tance generated at a specific portion of the display module
151 into an electric input signal. The touch sensor can be
constructed such that the touch sensor can sense pressure of
touch as well as position and area of touch.

When a touch input is applied to the touch sensor, a signal
corresponding to the touch input is transmitted to a touch
controller. The touch controller may process the signal and
transmit data corresponding to the processed signal to the
controller 180. Accordingly, the controller 180 can detect a
touched portion of the display module 151.

The proximity sensor of the proximity sensing unit 141
may be located in an internal region of the mobile terminal
100, surrounded by the touch screen, or near the touch screen.
The proximity sensor may sense the presence of an object
approaching a predetermined sensing face or an object
located near the proximity sensor using an electromagnetic
force or infrared rays without mechanical contact. The prox-
imity sensor 141 may have a lifetime longer than a contact
sensor and may thus be more appropriate for use inthe mobile
terminal 100.

A capacitive touch screen may be constructed such that
proximity of a pointer is detected through a variation in an
electric field according to the proximity of the pointer. The
touch screen (touch sensor) may be considered as a proximity
sensor 141.

For the convenience of description, an action in which a
pointer approaches the touch screen without actually touch-
ing the touch screen may be referred to as a proximity touch,
and an action in which the pointer is brought into contact with
the touch screen may be referred to as a contact touch. The
proximity touch point of the pointer on the touch screen may
correspond to a point of the touch screen at which the pointer
is perpendicular to the touch screen.

The proximity sensor 141 may sense the proximity touch
and a proximity touch pattern (e.g., a proximity touch dis-
tance, a proximity touch direction, a proximity touch velocity,
a proximity touch time, a proximity touch position, a prox-
imity touch moving state). Information corresponding to the
sensed proximity touch action and proximity touch pattern
may then be displayed on the touch screen.

The audio output module 152 may output audio data
received from the radio communication unit 110 or stored in
the memory 160 in a call signal receiving mode, a call mode
or a recording mode, a speech recognition mode and a broad-
cast receiving mode. The audio output module 152 may out-
putaudio signals related to functions performed in the mobile
terminal 100, such as a call signal incoming tone and a mes-
sage incoming tone. The audio output module 152 may
include a receiver, a speaker, and/or a buzzer. The audio
output module 152 may output sounds through an earphone
jack. The user may listen to the sounds by connecting an
earphone to the earphone jack.

The alarm unit 153 may output a signal indicating genera-
tion (or occurrence) of an event of the mobile terminal 100.
For example, alarms may be generated when a call signal or a
message is received and when a key signal or a touch is input.
The alarm unit 153 may also output signals different from
video signals or audio signals, for example, a signal indicat-
ing generation of an event through vibration. The video sig-
nals or the audio signals may also be output through the
display module 151 or the audio output module 152.



US 9,198,585 B2

7

The haptic module 154 may generate various haptic effects
that the user may feel. One of the haptic effects is vibration.
The intensity and/or pattern of a vibration generated by the
haptic module 154 may also be controlled. For example,
different vibrations may be combined with each other and
output or may be sequentially output.

The haptic module 154 may generate a variety of haptic
effects including an effect attributed to an arrangement of pins
vertically moving against a contact skin surface, an effect
attributed to a jet force or a suctioning force of air through a
jet hole or a suction hole, an effect attributed to a rubbing of
the skin, an effect attributed to contact with an electrode, an
effect of stimulus attributed to an electrostatic force, and an
effect attributed to a reproduction of cold and warmth using
an element for absorbing or radiating heat in addition to
vibrations.

The haptic module 154 may not only transmit haptic effects
through direct contact but may also allow the user to feel
haptic effects through the user’s fingers or arms. The mobile
terminal 100 may also include a plurality of haptic modules
154.

The memory 160 may store a program for operating the
controller 180 and temporarily store input/output data such as
aphone book, messages, still images, and/or moving pictures.
The memory 160 may also store data regarding various pat-
terns of vibrations and sounds that are output from when a
touch input is applied to the touch screen.

The memory 160 may include at least a flash memory, a
hard disk type memory, a multimedia card micro type
memory, a card type memory such as SD or XD memory, a
random access memory (RAM), a static RAM (SRAM), a
read-only memory (ROM), an electrically erasable program-
mable ROM (EEPROM), a programmable ROM (PROM)
magnetic memory, a magnetic disk, or an optical disk. The
mobile terminal 100 may also operate in association with a
web storage performing the storage function of the memory
160 on the Internet.

The interface unit 170 may serve as a path to external
devices connected to the mobile terminal 100. The interface
unit 170 may receive data or power from the external devices,
transmit the data or power to internal components of the
mobile terminal 100, or transmit data of the mobile terminal
100 to the external devices. For example, the interface unit
170 may include a wired/wireless headset port, an external
charger port, a wired/wireless data port, a memory card port,
a port for connecting a device having a user identification
module, an audio I/O port, a video /O port, and/or an ear-
phone port.

The interface unit 170 may also interface with a user iden-
tification module that is a chip that stores information for
authenticating authority to use the mobile terminal 100. For
example, the user identification module may be a user identity
module (UIM), a subscriber identity module (SIM) and a
universal subscriber identify module (USIM). An identifica-
tion device including the user identification module may also
be manufactured in the form of a smart card. Accordingly, the
identification device may be connected to the mobile terminal
100 through a port of the interface unit 170.

The interface unit 170 may also be a path through which
power from an external cradle is provided to the mobile
terminal 100 when the mobile terminal 100 is connected to
the external cradle or a path through which various command
signals input by the user through the cradle are provided to the
mobile terminal 100. The various command signals or power
input from the cradle may be used as signals for checking
whether the mobile terminal 100 is correctly settled (or
loaded) in the cradle.

10

20

25

40

45

60

65

8

The controller 180 may control overall operations of the
mobile terminal 100. For example, the controller 180 may
control and process voice communication, data communica-
tion and/or a video call. The controller 180 may also include
a multimedia module 181 for playing a multimedia file. The
multimedia module 181 may be included in the controller 180
as shown in FIG. 1 or may be separated from the controller
180.

The controller 180 may perform a pattern recognition pro-
cess of recognizing handwriting input or picture-drawing
input applied to the touch screen as characters or images. The
power supply 190 may receive external power and internal
power and provide power required for operating the compo-
nents of the mobile terminal 100 under the control of the
controller 180.

According to a hardware implementation, embodiments of
the present invention may be implemented using at least
application specific integrated circuits (ASICs), digital signal
processors (DSPs), digital signal processing devices
(DSPDs), programmable logic devices (PLDs), field pro-
grammable gate arrays (FPGAs), processors, controllers,
micro-controllers, microprocessors, and/or electrical units
for executing functions. The embodiments may be imple-
mented using the controller 180.

According to a software implementation, embodiments
including procedures or functions may be implemented using
a separate software module executing at least one function or
operation. Software code may be implemented according to a
software application written in an appropriate software lan-
guage. The software codes may be stored in the memory 160
and executed by the controller 180.

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of a mobile terminal or a
handheld terminal 100 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. The handheld terminal 100 has a bar type
terminal body. However, embodiments of the present inven-
tion are not limited to a bar type terminal and may include
various types of terminals such as slide type, folder type,
swing type and swivel type terminals having at least two
bodies coupled such that they can move relative to each other.

The terminal body includes a case (a casing, a housing, or
a cover) forming the exterior of the terminal 100. In the
embodiment of FIG. 2, the case may be divided into a front
case 101 and a rear case 102. Various electronic components
are arranged in the space (volume) defined between the front
case 101 and the rear case 102. At least one middle case may
be additionally arranged between the front case 101 and the
rear case 102. The cases may be made of plastics through
injection molding or made of a metal material such as stain-
less steel (STS) or titanium (Ti).

The display module 151, the audio output module 152, the
camera 121, user input unit 130 (e.g., operating units 131,
132), the microphone 122 and the interface unit 170 may be
arranged in the terminal body, specifically, in the front case
101.

The display module 151 occupies a majority of the area of
the main face of the front case 101. The audio output module
152 and the camera 121 are arranged in a region in proximity
to an end of the display module 151, and the operating unit
131 and the microphone 122 are located in a region in prox-
imity to the other end of the display module 151. The oper-
ating unit 132 and the interface unit 170 are arranged on the
lateral sides of the front case 101 and the rear case 102.

The user input unit 130 is operated to receive commands
controlling the handheld terminal 100 and may include a
plurality of operating units 131 and 132. The first and second
operating units 131 and 132 may be referred to as manipulat-
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ing portions and may employ a tactile mechanism by which a
user operates the operating units 131 and 132 by touch.

The first and second operating units 131 and 132 may
receive various inputs. For example, the first operating unit
131 receives commands such as ‘START, ‘END,” and
‘SCROLL, and the second operating unit 132 receives com-
mands such as ‘CONTROL’ (the volume of sound output
from the audio output module 152) or ‘CONVERT’ (a mode
of the display module 151 into a touch recognition mode).

Further, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, a proximity sensor 1414 and a plurality of
electrodes 142a and 1425 may be disposed at the bodies 101
and 102 of the mobile terminal 100.

The proximity sensor 141« is disposed at a front surface of
the mobile terminal 100 and detects an object approaching a
specific position of a body of the mobile terminal 100. For
example, the proximity sensor 141a is disposed adjacent to
the audio output module 152 for operating as a speaker for
outputting communication sound in a call mode and the elec-
trode 1424 used for sensing a pulse wave and detects whether
the user’s head approaches the audio output module 152 in a
call mode.

Further, the plurality of electrodes 1424 and 1425 each are
disposed adjacent to the audio output module 152 at a front
surface of the mobile terminal 100 or are disposed at side
surfaces of a front case 101 and a rear case 102. The plurality
of electrodes 142a and 1425 contact with the user’s skin
surface and are used for sensing the user’s pulse wave.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example in which the plurality of
electrodes 142a and 1425 are disposed, and when the user
communicates using the mobile terminal 100 or manipulates
the mobile terminal 100, the plurality of electrodes 142a and
1425 may be disposed at another position of easily contacting
with the user’s skin surface.

FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of the handheld terminal
shown in FIG. 2 according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 3, a camera 121' may be additionally
mounted at the rear side of the terminal body, that is, the rear
case 102. The camera 121' captures images along a direction
opposite to that of the camera 121 shown in FIG. 2 and may
have a pixel resolution different from that of the camera 121.

For example, according to one embodiment, the camera
121 has a relatively low resolution suitable for capturing an
image of the face of a user and transmitting the captured
image in a video call, while the camera 121" has a relatively
high resolution suitable for capturing a photograph of a gen-
eral subject. The cameras 121 and 121' may be mounted to the
terminal body such that they may be rotated or popped-up.

A flash 123 and a mirror 124 may be additionally arranged
in proximity to the camera 121'. The flash 123 lights a subject
when the camera 121' takes a picture of the subject. The
mirror 124 may be used by the user to view his/her face when
the user wants to self-photograph himself/herself using the
camera 121",

An audio output module 152' may be additionally provided
ontherear side of the terminal body. The audio output module
152" may facilitate a stereo function in conjunction with the
audio output module 152 shown in FIG. 2 and may be used in
a speaker phone mode when the terminal is used for a voice
call.

A broadcasting signal receiving antenna 116 may be addi-
tionally attached to the side of the terminal body inaddition to
an antenna for voice calls. The antenna, which may constitute
apart of the broadcast receiving module 111 shown in FIG. 1,
may be mounted in the terminal body such that the antenna
may be pulled out from (and retracted into) the terminal body.

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

55

60

65

10

The power supply 190 for providing power to the handheld
terminal 100 is set in the terminal body. The power supply 190
may be provided in the terminal body or detachably installed
on the terminal body.

A touch pad 135 for sensing a touch may be additionally
attached to the rear case 102. The touch pad 135 may be of a
light transmission type similar to the display module 151. In
this configuration, if the display module 151 outputs visual
information through both of its sides (or faces), the visual
information may be viewable via the touch pad 135. The
information output through both sides of the display unit 151
may be controlled by the touch pad 135. Alternatively (or in
addition), a display is additionally attached to the touch pad
135 such that a touch screen may be arranged in the rear case
102.

The touch pad 135 operates in connection with the display
module 151 of the front case 101. The touch pad 135 may
extend parallel to the display module 151 behind the display
module 151. The touch panel 135 may have a size equal to or
smaller than the size of the display module 151.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a configuration of
amobile terminal to which an earphone is connected accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 4, an earphone 300 is detachably
mounted in a main body of the mobile terminal 100 through
an earphone port 171.

The main body of the mobile terminal 100 may be classi-
fied into various types, for example, a slide type and a folder
type. The main body of the mobile terminal 100 has the
earphone port 171 in which the earphone 300 is detachably
mounted, and the earphone port 171 may include a connec-
tion terminal of the predetermined quantity.

For example, when the earphone 300 is a quadrupole ear-
phone, the earphone 300 includes a microphone 330 for col-
lecting a user’s voice signal in order to support a push to talk
(PTT) service and thus one of connection terminals of the
earphone port 171 includes a microphone terminal for trans-
ferring a user’s voice signal collected through the micro-
phone 330 to the mobile terminal 100.

The earphone 300 may further include a plurality of elec-
trodes 341a and 3415 for acquiring a pulse wave of the user of
the earphone 300 according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. When the user inserts the earphone 300
into the ear, in order to sense a pulse wave by directly con-
tacting with a skin surface of the user, the electrodes 341a and
3415 are disposed at a main body of the earphone 300.

When the earphone 300 includes the plurality of electrodes
341a and 3415 for sensing a pulse wave, the earphone port
171 may further include a terminal for transferring a pulse
wave signal collected through the plurality ofelectrodes 341a
and 3415 for sensing a pulse wave to the mobile terminal 100.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a pulse
wave sensing unit 142 according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 5, the pulse wave sensing unit 142
includes a plurality of electrodes 201 and 202, a switch 203,
and a signal processor 204. Because elements shown in FIG.
5 are not essential, the pulse wave sensing unit 142 may have
elements more than or fewer than the above elements.

The plurality of electrodes 201 and 202 detect the user’s
pulse wave by contacting with the user’s skin surface and
output an electric signal corresponding thereto.

A pulse wave is a wave in which blood is propagated in a
wave form from the heart. Further, a pulse wave signal is to
express a pulse wave in a waveform form. That is, a pulse
wave signal is to express a pressure change of a peripheral
vein and artery system by heart pulsation in a waveform.
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As a method of sensing a pulse wave signal, a method of
acquiring a pulse wave signal by recognizing bloodstream
increasing upon heart pulsation using a photo plethysmo-
graph with a photo diode and a method of acquiring a pulse
wave signal with a voltage waveform measured using a plu-
rality of electrodes can be used. In this document, a method of
acquiring a pulse wave signal using a method of using an
electrode of the latter is disclosed.

In this document, an example of acquiring a pulse wave
signal using two electrodes is described, but a technical idea
disclosed in this document can be applied to a case of having
two or more electrodes.

As described above, in order to sense a user’s pulse wave
using the electrodes 201 and 202, it is necessary to directly
contact the electrodes 201 and 202 with the user’s skin sur-
face.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, a plurality of electrodes 201 and 202 may be dis-
posedatanouter surface of abody of the mobile terminal 100,
as in the electrodes 142a and 1425 shown in FIG. 2. In this
case, when the user performs communication with the mobile
terminal 100 while contacting the mobile terminal 100 with
the user’s head, the electrodes 142a and 1425 are disposed at
a position of directly contacting with the user’s skin surface.

Further, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the plurality of electrodes 201 and 202 may
be disposed at a main body of the earphone 300, as in the
electrodes 341a and 3415 shown in FIG. 4.

Further, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the controller 180 may convert a plurality
of electrodes 201 and 202 used for sensing a pulse wave to the
electrodes 142a and 1425 disposed at an outer surface of the
body of the mobile terminal 100 or the electrodes 341a and
3415 disposed at a main body of the earphone 300 based on
whether the earphone 300 is attached to the mobile terminal
100.

For example, when the earphone 300 is attached to the
mobile terminal 100, the controller 180 may sense a pulse
wave using the electrodes 341a and 3415 positioned at the
main body of the earphone 300.

Further, for example, when the earphone 300 is not
attached to the mobile terminal 100, the controller 180 may
sense a pulse wave using the electrodes 142a and 1424 posi-
tioned at an outer surface of the body of the mobile terminal
100.

Referring again to FIG. 5, the switch 203 controls to input
a pulse wave signal acquired through the plurality of elec-
trodes 201 and 202 to the signal processor 204 based on a
control signal input from the outside of the pulse wave sens-
ing unit 142.

A control signal that is input to the switch 203 may be input
from the proximity sensing unit 141. As shown in FIG. 2, the
proximity sensor 141a disposed adjacent to the audio output
module 152 detects approach of an object to the audio output
module 152, and the proximity sensing unit 141 outputs a
control signal based on a sensing result of the proximity
sensor 141a disposed adjacent to the audio output module
152.

For example, whenever an object approaching the audio
output module 152 through the proximity sensor 141a is
detected, the proximity sensing unit 141 may output a control
signal for transferring a pulse wave signal acquired through
the electrodes 201 and 202 to the signal processor 204 to the
switch 203.

In this case, a sensing signal output from the proximity
sensor 141a may be directly input as a control signal of the
switch 203. Therefore, whenever an object approaching the
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audio output module 152 is detected, a pulse wave signal
acquired through the electrodes 201 and 202 is output to the
controller 180 via the signal processor 204, and the controller
180 performs operation using a pulse wave signal acquired
through the electrodes 201 and 202 in only a call mode.

Further, for example, only when the mobile terminal 100
operates in a call mode, the proximity sensing unit 141 may
switch to output a sensing signal output from the proximity
sensor 141a disposed adjacent to the audio output module
152 as a control signal of the switch 203. In this case, when-
ever an object approaching the audio output module 152 is
detected, the proximity sensor 141a outputs a detection sig-
nal, and only when the mobile terminal 100 is communicat-
ing, the output detection signal may be output as a control
signal to transfer a pulse wave signal acquired through the
electrodes 201 and 202 to the signal processor 204.

Further, for example, only when the mobile terminal 100
operates in a call mode, the proximity sensing unit 141 may
activate the proximity sensor 141a. Accordingly, the proxim-
ity sensor 141a is activated only in a call mode and detects an
object approaching the audio output module 152 and outputs
a detection signal as a control signal.

A control signal that is input to the switch 203 may be also
input from the controller 180.

For example, when the mobile terminal 100 operates in a
call mode and approach of an object to the audio output
module 152 is detected through the proximity sensor 141a
disposed adjacent to the audio output module 152, the con-
troller 180 may output a control signal to transfer apulse wave
signal acquired through the electrodes 201 and 202 to the
signal processor 204.

Further, for example, when the mobile terminal 100 oper-
ates in a call mode and the earphone 300 is attached to the
mobile terminal 100, the controller 180 may output a control
signal to transfer a pulse wave signal acquired through the
electrodes 201 and 202 to the signal processor 204.

Referring again to FIG. 5, the switch 203 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention can be
embodied in various forms. FIG. 6 illustrates an example of
the switch 203.

Referring to FIG. 6, the switch 203 may include a field
effect transistor (FET) 203a. A control signal that is input
from the proximity sensor 141a or the controller 180 is input
to a gate terminal of the FET 203a and controls switching of
the FET 203a. Further, a drain terminal is connected to the
first electrode 201 and receives a detection signal output from
the first electrode 201. Further, a source terminal is connected
to the signal processor 204 and outputs an output signal of the
FET 203a to the signal processor 204.

Accordingly, if the FET 203q is turned on by a control
signal, a pulse wave signal output from the first electrode 201
is transferred to the signal processor 204. If the FET 203a is
turned off by a control signal, a pulse wave signal output from
the first electrode 201 is not transferred to the signal processor
204.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, as described above, only when the user is commu-
nicating with the mobile terminal, the proximity sensing unit
141 or the controller 180 outputs a control signal to turn on the
FET 203a.

Referring again to FIG. 5, when a pulse wave signal output
from the electrodes 201 and 202 is input through the switch
203, the signal processor 204 performs a signal processing for
amplifying and filtering the input pulse wave signal and out-
puts pulse wave data in which a signal processing is per-
formed to the controller 180.
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A pulse wave signal output through the electrodes 201 and
202 has a micro analog voltage waveform form. A pulse wave
signal output from the electrodes 201 and 202 has a micro size
and thus it is difficult to analyze the pulse wave signal. There-
fore, the signal processor 204 amplifies the pulse wave signal,
performs filtering for removing noise such as distortion of a
baseline, then converts an analog pulse wave signal to digital
pulse wave data, and outputs the digital pulse wave data to the
controller 180.

The controller 180, having received pulse wave data from
the pulse wave sensing unit 142 analyzes the pulse wave data,
thereby checking a user’s emotional state and health state.

FIG. 5 illustrates a case where the switch 203 is positioned
between the electrodes 201 and 202 and the signal processor
204, but a technical idea disclosed in this document can be
applied even to a case where the switch 203 is positioned
between the signal processor 204 and the controller 180. In
this case, as described above, the switch 203 controls to input
pulse wave data output from the signal processor 204 to the
controller 180 based on a control signal input from the outside
of the pulse wave sensing unit 142.

An exemplary embodiment disclosed in this document can
be embodied in the mobile terminal 100 described with ref-
erence to FIGS. 1 and 5.

Hereinafter, a method of measuring a bioelectric signal of
a mobile terminal and operations of a mobile terminal for
embodying the same according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention will be described in detail with ref-
erence to necessary drawings.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a method of measuring a
bioelectric signal in the mobile terminal 100 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, the controller 180 determines whether
the mobile terminal 100 enters a call mode (S101).

If the mobile terminal 100 enters a call mode, the controller
180 determines whether an object approaching a specific area
of a body of the mobile terminal 100 is detected (S102), and
if an object approaching a specific area of a body of the
mobile terminal 100 is detected, the controller 180 acquires
pulse wave data through the pulse wave sensing unit 142
(5103).

At step 8102, an object approaching a specific area of a
body of the mobile terminal 100 may be detected through the
proximity sensing unit 141. Further, a specific area for detect-
ing an approaching object may be an area at which the audio
output module 152 for operating as a speaker for outputting
communication sound in a call mode is positioned. That is, at
step S102, the proximity sensor 141a disposed adjacent to the
audio output module 152 can detect an object approaching the
audio output module 152.

Further, at step S102, when the proximity sensing unit 141
detects an object approaching a specific area of a body of the
mobile terminal 100 through a proximity sensor, in order to
transfer a pulse wave signal acquired through a plurality of
electrodes 201 and 202 to the controller 180 through the
signal processor 204, the proximity sensing unit 141 outputs
acontrol signal of controlling the pulse wave sensing unit 142
to the pulse wave sensing unit 142.

When the pulse wave sensing unit 142 receives a sensing
signal representing that an object approaching a specific area
of a body of the mobile terminal 100 is detected as a control
signal from the proximity sensing unit 141, the pulse wave
sensing unit 142 switches to transfer a pulse wave signal
detected through the plurality of electrodes 201 and 202 to the
controller 180 through the signal processor 204.

FIG. 7 illustrates a case where the controller 180 acquires
pulse wave data only when the mobile terminal 100 enters a
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call mode and an object approaching a specific area of a body
of the mobile terminal 100 is detected, but the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto.

According to the present invention, when the user commu-
nicates using the earphone 300, i.c., when the earphone 300 is
attached to the mobile terminal 100, even if an object
approaching a specific area of a body of the mobile terminal
100 is not detected, the controller 180 can acquire the pulse
wave data through the pulse wave sensing unit 142. In this
case, when the mobile terminal 100 enters a call mode, in
order to transfer a pulse wave signal acquired through the
plurality of electrodes 201 and 202 to the controller 180
through the signal processor 204, the controller 180 outputs a
control signal of controlling the pulse wave sensing unit 142
to the pulse wave sensing unit 142.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method of
determining whether to terminate communication using
pulse wave data in the mobile terminal 100 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 8, the controller 180 determines whether
the mobile terminal 100 enters a call mode (S201), and if the
mobile terminal 100 enters a call mode, the controller 180
acquires an emotional state or an excited degree of the user by
analyzing pulse wave data acquired through the pulse wave
sensing unit 142 (S202).

At step S202, the controller 180 acquires characteristic
parameters to be a reference for determining an emotional
state and an excited degree of the user from pulse wave data
through analysis of pulse wave data. Such parameter may
include a peak value of a pulse wave signal, a heart rate
acquired using a peak value of the pulse wave signal, and a
heartbeat cycle.

The controller 180 determines whether the user’s excited
degree acquired at step S202 is equal to or larger than a preset
level (S203), and if the user’s excited degree acquired at step
S202 is equal to or larger than a preset level, the controller 180
outputs alarm for warning an excited state of the user (5204).
Further, the controller 180 may terminate a call with another
party for the user’s stability (S206).

Alarm for warning the user’s excited state may be output in
various forms.

For example, if the user’s excited state is equal to or larger
than a preset level, the controller 180 may transmit guide
sound for warning call another party of this.

Further, for example, if the user’s excited state is equal to or
larger than a preset level, the controller 180 may output guide
sound or vibration sound for warning the user of this or
display a warning message through the display module 151.

FIG. 8 illustrates a case of forcedly terminating a call, if the
user’s excited degree is equal to or larger than a preset level,
but the present invention is not limited thereto.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, if the user’s excited degree is equal to or larger than
a preset level, the controller 180 may output only alarm for
warning the user’s state and may not terminate a call.

Further, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, if the user’s excited degree is equal to or
larger than a preset level, the controller 180 may store call
contents with another party in the memory 160.

Referring to again FIG. 8, the controller 180 determines
whether termination of a call is requested by the user (S205),
and if termination of a call is requested by the user or if a call
mode is terminated because the user’s excited degree is equal
to or larger than a preset level, the controller 180 stores an
emotional state or an excited degree of the user in the memory
160 (5207).
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For example, the controller 180 may include and store an
emotional state or an excited degree of the user acquired in a
call mode in a call record.

Further, for example, the controller 180 may store an emo-
tional state or an excited degree of the user acquired in a call
mode to correspond to contact information of another party.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of storing a user’s emotional
state at a phonebook to correspond to contact information of
call another party.

Referring to FIG. 9, when a call is terminated with another
party A, the controller 180 stores an emotional state (e.g.,
pleasant) in which the user felt to another party A while
communicating at the phonebook to correspond with contact
information of another party A.

Thereafter, when reading contact information of another
party A included in the phonebook and displaying the contact
information on the screen, the controller 180 controls to read
together the user’s emotional state 9a stored together with the
contact information and display the user’s emotional state 9a
and the contact information on the screen. The user’s emo-
tional state may be displayed in various forms such as an
emoticon and a text. FIG. 9 illustrates an example of display-
ing a user’s emotional state in an emoticon form.

When information representing an emotional state or an
excited degree of the user to call another party has already
been stored, the controller 180 updates the emotional state or
excited degree of the user using a presently acquired emo-
tional state or excited degree.

Further, the controller 180 may continue to store an emo-
tional state or an excited degree acquired in a call mode.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method
of managing a user’s health state using pulse wave data in the
mobile terminal 100 according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 10, the controller 180 acquires the user’s
health state based on the user’s pulse wave data acquired
through the pulse wave sensing unit 142 (S301).

The controller 180 acquires characteristic parameters such
as a peak value, a heart rate, and a heartbeat cycle to be a
reference for determining the user’s health state from pulse
wave data through analysis of pulse wave data. The controller
180 acquires the user’s health state based on such character-
istic parameters.

Further, the controller 180 stores the acquired pulse wave
data and health state in the memory 160. The pulse wave data
and health state of the user may be stored together with a time
and position that acquire the same.

The controller 180 determines whether the user’s health
state is good based on the acquired health state (S302), and if
the user’s health state is not good, the controller 180 generates
alarm (S303).

For example, the controller 180 controls to output guide
sound or vibration sound for warning the user of abnormality
of a health state, or to display a message for warning the user
of abnormality of a health state through the display module
151.

Further, for example, the controller 180 transmits health
state information or a message for warning abnormality of a
health state of the user using a preset phorne number.

Referring againto FIG. 10, if the user’s health state is good,
the controller 180 determines whether a preset cycle arrives
(S304), and if a preset cycle arrives, the controller 180 trans-
mits the user’s health state including the acquired pulse wave
data, heart rate, and heartbeat cycle to preset another party
using a phone number and an e-mail address of preset another

party (S305).

15

20

25

35

40

45

60

65

16

At step S302, the controller 180 compares a presently
acquired pulse wave data, heart rate, and heartbeat cycle with
the previously acquired pulse wave data, heart rate, and heart-
beat cycle, and when a change amount thereof is large, the
controller 180 may determine that abnormality occurs in the
user’s health.

Further, at step S302, the controller 180 compares the
acquired pulse wave data, heart rate, and heartbeat cycle with
a preset reference, and when the acquired pulse wave data,
heart rate, and heartbeat cycle are deviated from a preset
reference, the controller 180 may determine that abnormality
occurs in the user’s health.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, the user’s pulse wave data acquired through the
pulse wave sensing unit 142 can be used in various fields in
addition to the above-described call mode control and health
state management.

For example, the controller 180 may acquire the user’s
emotional state from pulse wave data acquired through the
pulse wave sensing unit 142 and couple and store the emo-
tional state to a present position of the mobile terminal 100. A
stored health state coupled to position information may be
used as a reference for searching for and providing specific
position information such as peripheral good taste restaurants
to the user. For example, peripheral good taste restaurants in
which the user’s emotional state is negatively recorded may
be removed from a peripheral good taste restaurant list to be
recommended to the user. Further, for example, peripheral
good taste restaurants in which the user’s emotional state is
positively recorded may be preferentially recommended to
the user.

Further, for example, the controller 180 may acquire a
user’s emotional state from pulse wave data acquired through
the pulse wave sensing unit 142 and selectively provide only
specific position information corresponding to the user’s
emotional state to the user.

Further, for example, the controller 180 may acquire a
user’s emotional state or stress index from pulse wave data
acquired through the pulse wave sensing unit 142 and recom-
mend specific contents to the user based on the user’s emo-
tional state or stress index. When the user has a negative
emotional state or a high stress index, the controller 180 may
recommend or provide contents of a specific kind to be a help
for the user’s stability or relaxation to the user. Here, contents
supplied for the user’s stability or relaxation may be setby the
user.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, a case where the mobile terminal 100 measures the
user’s pulse wave signal while operating in a call mode is
exemplified, but the present invention is not limited thereto.
According to the present invention, even when a request for
measuring a pulse wave signal is input by the user through the
user input unit 130, a user’s pulse wave signal can be mea-
sured.

According to the foregoing exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the mobile terminal can measure a user’s
pulse wave signal without a separate electronic device or a
separate equipment. Further, in a mobile terminal for per-
forming various functions in addition to a pulse wave signal
measuring function, by activating pulse wave signal measure-
ment only in a designated mode, power consumption by pulse
wave signal measurement can be minimized. Further, in a
state where the mobile terminal does not operate in a call
mode, by electrically separating electrodes from a signal pro-
cessor, noises injected from the outside through an electrode
can be minimized and an internal circuit can be protected.
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The disclosed methods of measuring bioelectric signal of
the mobile terminal may be written as computer programs
and may be implemented in digital microprocessors that
execute the programs using a computer readable recording
medium. The methods of measuring bioelectric signal of the
mobile terminal may be executed through software. The soft-
ware may include code segments that perform required tasks.
Programs or code segments may also be stored in a processor
readable medium or may be transmitted according to a com-
puter data signal combined with a carrier through a transmis-
sion medium or communication network.

The computer readable recording medium may be any data
storage device that may store data and may be read by a
computer system. Examples of the computer readable record-
ing medium may include read-only memory (ROM), random-
access memory (RAM), CD-ROMs, DVDxROM, DVD-
RAM., magnetic tapes, floppy disks, and optical data storage
devices. The computer readable recording medium may also
be distributed over network coupled computer systems such
that the computer readable code is stored and executed in a
distributed manner.

The foregoing embodiments and features are merely exem-
plary in nature and are not to be construed as limiting the
present invention. The disclosed embodiments and features
may be readily applied to other types of apparatuses. The
description of the foregoing embodiments is intended to be
illustrative, and not to limit the scope of the claims. Many
alternatives, modifications, and variations will be apparent to
those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:
1. A mobile terminal comprising:
a proximity sensor disposed at a surface of the mobile
terminal and configured to detect an object approaching
the surface of the mobile terminal;
a plurality of electrodes disposed at the surface of the
mobile terminal;
apulse wave sensing unit configured to obtain a pulse wave
signal through the plurality of electrodes; and
a controller configured to:
provide a control signal, for activating the pulse wave
sensing unit, to the pulse wave sensing unit when the
mobile terminal is in a call mode and the object is
detected through the proximity sensor;

control the pulse wave sensing unit to obtain the pulse
wave signal when the pulse wave sensing unit
receives the control signal;

acquire at least one of a pulse wave data, a heart rate, and
a heartbeat cycle based on the pulse wave signal,

determine whether a user’s health state is abnormal con-
sidering that the acquired at least one of the pulse
wave data, the heart rate, and the heartbeat cycle is
deviated from a first preset reference,

output a notification for warning abnormality of the
user’s health state through the mobile terminal and
transmit the notification to a call party, when the
user’s health state is abnormal;

transmit the user’s health state to a preset another party
using a phone number and an e-mail address of the
preset another party when a preset cycler arrives;

store position information of the mobile terminal and the
user’s health state coupled to the position informa-
tion;

recommend or provide contents of a specific kind of a
help for the user’s stability or relaxation, when the
user’s health state is abnormal and the call mode is
terminated;
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recommend specific restaurant position information
related to a stored good health state of the user when
the call mode is terminated and an application for
searching restaurant position information is executed,

determine a user’s excitement based on the acquired
pulse wave data;

output an alarm for warning that the user is in an excited
state, when the determined excitement is equal to or
greater than a preset level;

and terminate the call mode when the determined excite-
ment is equal to or greater than the preset level,

wherein the proximity sensor is activated when the
mobile terminal is in the call mode.

2. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the pulse wave
sensing unit comprises:

a signal processor configured to perform a signal process-
ing of the pulse wave signal from the plurality of elec-
trodes, and to provide the processed pulse wave signal to
the controller; and

a switch configured to control transmission of the pulse
wave signal from the plurality of electrodes to the signal
processor based on the control signal.

3. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the proximity
sensor provides the control signal to transfer the pulse wave
signal to the signal processor, when an object is detected
approaching a body of the mobile terminal.

4. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the proximity
sensor provides the control signal to transfer the pulse wave
signal to the signal processor, when an object is detected
approaching a body of the mobile terminal while the mobile
terminal is in the call mode.

5. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
electrodes includes afirst electrode disposed at a front surface
of a body of the mobile terminal and a second electrode
disposed at a side surface of the body of the mobile terminal.

6. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the controller is
further configured to control the pulse wave sensing unit to
transfer the pulse wave signal to the controller, when the
mobile terminal is in the call mode.

7. The mobile terminal of claim 6, further comprising an
interface unit configured to receive an earphone that includes
the plurality of electrodes,

wherein the controller controls the pulse wave sensing unit
to transfer the pulse wave signal obtained via the plural-
ity of electrodes of the earphone to the controller, when
the mobile terminal is in the call mode and the earphone
is coupled to the mobile terminal.

8. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the controller is
further configured to transmit a guide sound or a message for
warning that the user is in an excited state to another party,
when the determined excitement is equal to or greater than the
preset level.

9. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the controller is
further configured to output at least one of a guide sound, a
vibration sound, or amessage for warning that the user is in an
excited state, when the determined excitement is equal to or
greater than the preset level.

10. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the pulse wave
signal is a bioelectric signal.

11. A method for measuring a bioelectric signal of a mobile
terminal, the method comprising:

determining that the mobile terminal enters a call mode and
an object is detected through a proximity sensor;

providing a control signal, for activating a pulse wave
sensing unit, to the pulse wave sensing unit when the
mobile terminal enters a call mode and the object is
detected through the proximity sensor;
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controlling the pulse wave sensing unit to obtain the pulse
wave signal when the pulse wave sensing unit receives
the control signal;

receiving a pulse wave signal from a plurality of electrodes
that contact a user’s skin surface when the pulse wave
sensing unit receives the control signal;

acquiring at least one of a pulse wave data, a heart rate, and
a heartbeat cycle based on the pulse wave signal;

determining whether a user’s health state is abnormal con-
sidering that the acquired at least one of the pulse wave
data, the heart rate, and the heartbeat cycle is deviated
from a preset reference;

outputting a notification for warning abnormality of the
user’s health state through the mobile terminal and
transmitting the notification to a call party, when the
user’s health state is abnormal;

transmitting the user’s health state to a preset another party
using a phone number and an e-mail address of the preset
another party when a preset cycler arrives,

storing position information of the mobile terminal and the
user’s health state coupled to the position information;

10

15

20

recommending or providing contents of a specific kind of
help for the user’s stability or relaxation, when the user’s
health state is determined to be abnormal and the call
mode is terminated;
recommending specific restaurant position information
related to a stored good health state of the user when the
call mode is terminated and an application for searching
restaurant position information is executed,
determining excitement information of the user based on
the received pulse wave signal;
outputting an alarm when the determined excitement infor-
mation is equal to or greater than a preset level; and
terminating the call mode when the determined excitement
information is equal to or greater than the preset level;
wherein the proximity sensor is activated when the mobile
terminal is in the call mode.
12. The method of claim 11, further comprising determin-
ing a health state of the user based on the received pulse wave
signal.
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