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(57) ABSTRACT

A systern and method for transducer placement in soft-field
tomography are provided. One system includes a plurality of
transducers configured for positioning at a surface of an
object in a non-soft-field tomography configuration. The sys-
tem also includes an interface and a processor communicat-
ing with the plurality of transducers via the interface. The
processor is configured to perform soft-field sensing using
soft-field data acquired by the plurality of transducers.
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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TRANSDUCER
PLACEMENT IN SOFT-FIELD
TOMOGRAPHY

BACKGROUND

Soft-field sensing, such as Electrical Impedance Tomogra-
phy (EIT) (also referred to as Electrical Impedance Spectros-
copy (EIS)), diffuse optical tomography, elastography, and
related modalities may be used to measure the internal prop-
erties of an object, such as the electrical properties of mate-
rials comprising internal structures of an object (e.g., a region
of a human body). For example, in EIT systems, an estimate
is made of the distribution of electrical conductivities of the
internal structures, such as within a patient. These EIT sys-
tems reconstruct the conductivity and/or permittivity of the
materials within the area or volume based on an applied
excitation (e.g., current) and a measured response (e.g., volt-
age) acquired at a surface of the area or volume. Visual dis-
tributions of the estimates can then be formed.

The EIT measurements may be obtained by applying exci-
tations, which are often very small electrical currents or volt-
ages, using for example skin-contacting electrodes, and mea-
suring the resulting voltages or currents on the same or on
different skin-contacting electrodes. The excitations are typi-
cally pre-computed and applied to a configuration of trans-
ducers coupled to a surface of an object, which is highly
dependent on a configuration of the transducers. Presently,
the use of EIT electrodes requires a dedicated transducer set
in a predetermined geometry, such as a circumferential belt of
electrodes surrounding the thorax. Attaching sets of elec-
trodes in predetermined geometries is often problematic in
clinical settings where the patient cannot be manipulated
appropriately. Further, the need for dedicated electrode arrays
presents an additional clinical burden to the caregiver, cost
burden to the hospital, insurer, and/or patient, and results in
additional discomfort to the patient.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

In accordance with an embodiment, a soft-field tomogra-
phy sensing system is provided that includes a plurality of
transducers configured for positioning at a surface of an
objectin a non-soft-field tomography configuration. The soft-
field tomography sensing system also includes an interface
and a processor communicating with the plurality of trans-
ducers via the interface. The processor is configured to per-
form soft-field sensing using soft-field data acquired by the
plurality of transducers.

In accordance with another embodiment, a method for
soft-field sensing is provided. The method includes position-
ing a plurality of transducers at a surface of an object in a
non-soft-field tomography configuration and obtaining mea-
sured signals from all or a subset of the plurality of transduc-
ers. The method further includes performing soft-field sens-
ing using the measured signals acquired by the plurality of
transducers.

In accordance with yet another embodiment, a computer
readable storage medium for performing sofi-field tomogra-
phy using a processor is provided. The computer readable
storage medium includes instructions to command the pro-
cessor to obtain measurement signals from all or a subset of a
plurality of transducers positioned at a surface at an object in
a non-soft-field tomography configuration and perform soft-
field tomography using the measurement signals acquired by
the plurality of transducers.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an impedance mea-
surement system formed in accordance with one embodi-
ment.

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram illustrating an inter-
face arrangement in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a simplified block diagram illustrating a data
acquisition configuration in accordance with one embodi-
ment.

FIG. 4 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a data
acquisition configuration in accordance with another embodi-
ment.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating transducer placement in
accordance with an embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating transducer placement in
accordance with another embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating transducer placement in
accordance with another embodiment.

FIG. 8 isa block diagram illustrating soft-field tomography
information flow in accordance with various embodiments.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a method for performing soft-field
tomography in accordance with various embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description of certain embodiments
will be better understood when read in conjunction with the
appended drawings. To the extent that the figures illustrate
diagrams of the functional blocks of various embodiments,
the functional blocks are not necessarily indicative of the
division between hardware circuitry. Thus, for example, one
or more of the functional blocks (e.g., processors, controllers,
circuits or memories) may be implementedin a single piece of
hardware or multiple pieces of hardware. It should be under-
stood that the various embodiments are not limited to the
arrangements and instrumentalities shown in the drawings.

As used herein, an element or step recited in the singular
and proceeded with the word “a” or “an” should be under-
stood as not excluding plural of said elements or steps, unless
such exclusion is explicitly stated. Furthermore, references to
“one embodiment” are not intended to be interpreted as
excluding the existence of additional embodiments that also
incorporate the recited features. Moreover, unless explicitly
stated to the contrary, embodiments “comprising” or ‘“hav-
ing” an element or a plurality of elements having a particular
property may include additional such elements not having
that property.

Various embodiments provide systems and methods that
use transducers, for example electrodes, in one or more non-
soft-field tomography configurations. The transducers may
be positioned in the non-soft-field tomography configuration
(s) and provide soft-field sensing and/or soft-field tomogra-
phy, such as for acquiring Electrical Impedance Tomography
(EIT) measurements, also referred to as Electrical Impedance
Spectroscopy (EIS) measurements. In some embodiments,
non-soft-field sensing transducer sets, such as non-EIT trans-
ducer sets may be used, for example, electrocardiography
(ECG or EKG) transducer sets, electroencephalography
(EEG) transducer sets, or other patient-contacting transducer
sets (e.g., conventional transducer sets and/or configurations
of electrodes, such as in ECG or EKG configurations). It
should be noted that the transducer sets may be used to
acquire soft-field sensing measurements and/or non-soft-
field sensing measurements, such as ECG measurements,
EEG measurements or respiration measurements, among oth-
ers.



US 8,983,578 B2

3

In various embodiments, the non-soft-field sensing trans-
ducer sets and the different configurations of electrodes in
non-soft-field sensing configurations include different types
of transducer sets and configurations that are not soft-field
transducer sets or transducers in soft-field sensing configura-
tions. For example, non-EIT electrodes or electrodes in a
non-EIT configuration (also referred to as non-EIT config-
ured electrodes) in some embodiments include electrodes that
are not positioned circumferentially around an object (e.g.,
thorax or head of a patient), but instead are positioned in a
different clinically accepted or clinically relevant configura-
tion, such as in an ECG or EKG configuration. Thus, in
various embodiments, the transducers are positioned in an
arrangement defined for use in acquiring measurements other
than soft-field sensing measurements (e.g., EIT or FIS mea-
surements). Merely for example, in one embodiment, a trans-
ducer configuration is provided such that the transducers are
not positioned in a spaced apart configuration circumferen-
tially around a patient. As other examples, soft-field configu-
rations include linear arrays, rectangular arrays, circular
arrays, cylindrical arrays and/or spherical arrays. Different
examples of implementations of soft-field configurations
include strips, patches/sheets, belts/bands/cuffs, vests/har-
nesses, caps and/or cups/cradles/cages. Accordingly, in some
embodiments, a non-soft-field tomography configuration
includes transducers that are not in an arrayed structure (e.g.,
a grid that covers a large contiguous area of the object to be
measured).

Additionally, in various embodiments, different numbers
or combinations of non-EIT configured electrodes (e.g., ECG
electrodes) may be used, for example, to pre-compute opti-
mized EIT excitations and to estimate a reconstruction geom-
etry as described in more detail herein.

By practicing atleast one embodiment, transducers already
attached at or to the patient for other monitoring applications
(or in a configuration for other monitoring applications) may
be used for soft-field sensing, such as EIT monitoring or other
soft-field tomography. For example, ECG or EEG electrodes
may be used in pre-defined electrode locations for ECG or
EEG to acquire EIT data.

It should be noted that although various embodiments may
be described in connection with an EIT system having par-
ticular components or performing particular operations, the
various embodiments may be implemented in connection
with any system that is capable of performing soft-field sens-
ing, such as measuring different properties of an object (e.g.,
a portion of a patient), for example, electrical impedance,
optical scattering or thermal conductivities of the object,
among other properties.

One embodiment of a soft-field tomography sensing sys-
tem is illustrated as an impedance measurement system 20 as
shown in FIG. 1, which may be a transducer-based system, for
example, an electrode-based system, such as a patient moni-
tor that may form part of an ECG or EEG monitoring device
or an impedance cardiography module. However, the imped-
ance measurement system 20 may also be an EIT system or
other separate unit. Moreover, the various embodiments may
be implemented in connection with different types of soft-
field tomography systems, such as Electrical Impedance
Spectroscopy (EIS), Electrical Impedance Tomography
(EIT), Diffuse Optical Tomography (DOT), Near InfraRed
Spectroscopy (NIRS), thermography, elastography, micro-
wave tomography or microwave spectroscopy, and related
modalities.

It should be appreciated that the various embodiments may
be used in any system capable of performing soft-field sens-
ing or acquiring impedance measurements. It also should be
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noted that as used herein, “soft-field sensing” or “soft-field
tomography” refers generally to any tomographic or multidi-
mensional extension of a tomographic method that is not
“hard-field sensing” or “hard-field tomography”.

The impedance measurement system 20 may be used to
obtain, for example, electrical impedance measurements of
an object, illustrated as a patient 22, such as FIT measure-
ments, as well as non-EIT measurements (e.g., ECG or EEG
measurements). In the illustrated embodiment, the imped-
ance measurement system 20 includes a transducer set 24,
which may include a plurality of transducers 26 (e.g., an
electrode set having a set of wires and electrode contacts). In
one embodiment the plurality of transducers 26 is a plurality
of electrodes positioned at or proximate to a surface of the
patient 22. In a healthcare application (e.g., patient monitor-
ing), the positioning may include attaching the transducers 26
(e.g., electrodes) of the transducer set 24 to the skin of the
patient 22 in a non-soft-field tomography configuration, for
example, a non-EIT configuration. In various embodiments,
as described in more detail herein, the transducer set 24 is
positioned in an ECG or EEG configuration.

It should be noted that any number of transducers 26 may
be provided in the transducer set 24 and different configura-
tions may be used. Moreover, the shape and/or size of the
transducers 26 may be changed as desired or needed. It also
should be noted that other types of transducers may be used to
generate different types of excitations, for example, in addi-
tion to current, other sources of excitation include voltage,
magnetic fields or radio-frequency waves, among others.
Thus, the transducers 26 also may be surface-contacting elec-
trodes, standoff electrodes, capacitively coupled electrodes,
antennas, ultrasound transducers, and coils (e.g., conducting
coils), among others. For example, the transducers 26 may be
positioned on the surface of the patient 22 (e.g. electrodes,
thermal sources, ultrasound transducers), near the surface of
the patient 22 (e.g., radiofrequency antenna), or penetrating
the surface of the patient 22 (e.g., needle electrodes).

The transducers 26 may be positioned at a surface of the
patient 22 in different arrangements and may be driven in
different configurations. For example, the transducers 26 may
be electrodes of the transducer set 24 and positioned at a
surface of the patient 22 using one of a plurality of standard
ECG locations (e.g.. Lead I, Lead II or Lead III ECG con-
figurations) and have different numbers of electrodes, for
example, twelve electrodes, five electrodes or three elec-
trodes, among others. As another example, the transducers 26
may be electrodes of the transducer set 24 and positioned at a
surface of the patient 22 using one of a plurality of standard
EEG locations, which may have different numbers of wires or
electrodes such as based on a 10-20 system. In various
embodiments, different non-soft-field configurations may be
used, for example, (i) an ECG configuration, sucha 1,3, 5,12
and/or 15-lead configuration, (ii) a body surface potential
mapping configuration, (iii) an EEG configuration, such as a
10-20, Duke, and/or sub-hairline montages configuration
and/or (iv) an EMG configuration.

However, in other embodiments, different positioning of
the transducers 26 in non-standard ECG locations may be
provided (e.g., sub-axillary configurations). Additionally,
combinations of the different positioning arrangements may
be used. As other non-limiting examples of modifications or
variations, a configuration similar to the Lead II configuration
may be provided, but with the right arm transducers 26 placed
on the back of the shoulder (Lead I Back configuration).

It should be noted that the frequency of the applied excita-
tion (e.g., electrical current or voltage) to the transducers 26
may be, for example, 10 kHz for EIT measurements. How-
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ever as should be appreciated, other frequencies may be used,
such as for non-EIT measurements or other EIT measure-
ments. It also should be noted that one or more of the trans-
ducers 26 may be a ground reference or a reference for current
return and noise cancellation purposes.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the impedance measurement
system 20 also includes a processor 28 (e.g., a computing
device). The processor 28 sends instructions to drive the
transducer set 24 and receive responses therefrom (e.g., mea-
sured responses such as measured voltages or currents). In
various embodiments, an interface 30 is provided to provide
connection and communication between the processor 28 and
the transducer set 24. It should be noted that the interface 30
may allow for connection of one or more different types of
transducer sets 24. which may be connected as the same time
or at different times. It should be noted that the interface 30
may be a separate physical interface or may form part of or be
incorporated with the processor 28.

The impedance measurement system 20 further includes a
memory 32 coupled to the processor 28, which may have
access to or have stored therein one or more databases 34. For
example, the database(s) 34 in various embodiments include
sets of excitations and pre-computed responses for each of the
plurality of different transducer sets 24 and/or configurations
of transducers 26 as described in more detail herein. The
selection of the excitations and pre-computed responses may
be performed manually, for example, by an operator or auto-
matically based on the selected or connected transducer set
24. In some embodiments, excitations and/or predicted
responses may be dynamically computed.

The impedance measurement system 20 also includes a
user input 36 and a display 38. The user input 36 may include,
for example, a keyboard, mouse, etc. allowing an operator to
provide inputs to the processor 28. The display 38 may dis-
play the results determined from the EIT data or non-EIT
data, which may be displayed simultaneously, concurrently
or separately.

As shown in FIG. 2, various embodiments provide the
interface 30 that allows interfacing to the transducer set 24,
which may be arranged or positioned in different configura-
tions. For example, the transducer set 24 may be provided in
an EEG configuration 40 or an ECG configuration 42. In these
configurations, the processor 28 (shown in FIG. 1) may
acquire through the interface 30 EEG data or ECG data based
on non-EIT measurements (e.g., the patient body generates
non-EIT excitations, EEG excitations, and/or ECG excita-
tions that are passively measured or recorded, as standard
EEG or ECG measurements) and/or EIT data based on EIT
excitations as described in more detail herein.

Variations and modifications may be provided using dif-
ferent configurations or placements of the transducer set 24.
For example, as shown in FIG. 3, a connector 44 may be
provided to allow connection of a set of non-EIT transducers
46 (e.g., ECG or EEG electrode set) such as to the interface 30
(shown in FIGS. 1 and 2) or may form part of the interface 30.
In this embodiment, the non-EIT transducers 46 are posi-
tioned in a non-EIT configuration (e.g., ECG or EEG con-
figuration) to acquire non-EIT data, as well as EIT data. It
should be noted that the non-EIT data and the EIT data may be
acquired simultaneously, concurrently or sequentially. Addi-
tionally, it should be noted that all or a subset of the transduc-
ers 26 (shown in FIG. 1) in the set of non-EIT transducers 46
may be used for EIT data acquisition, or generally, any type of
soft-field tomography data acquisition or sensing. Addition-
ally, it should be noted that in some embodiments, one or
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more transducers 26 may be added to the non-EIT transducers
46, such as to an ECG or EEG transducer set 24 as described
herein.

It also should be noted that different transducers 26 may be
provided at the same or different locations of the patient 22,
such that data may be acquired for more than one modality
concurrently. For example, as shown in FIG. 4, in addition to
the non-EIT transducers 46, a set of EIT transducers 48 may
also be provided and connected to the connector 44. Accord-
ingly, the non-EIT transducers 46 and EIT transducers 48
may be used simultaneously, concurrently or sequentially.

Merely forillustration, the transducers 26 may be provided
as electrodes and positioned in standard ECG locations to
acquire ECG data and/or EIT data, wherein there is a single
electrode at each location with no split between current driv-
ing and voltage measuring electrodes, such that the single
electrode configuration supports “2-wire” impedance mea-
surements. However, it should be noted that in these standard
ECG location there are no electrodes on the back of the
patient, such that there are only front-side electrodes. The
standard ECG locations include, for example, a standard
3-lead ECG configuration (RA, LA, LL, RL), a standard
5-lead ECG configuration (RA, LA, LL, RL and V (chest))
and a standard 12-lead configuration (RA, LA, LL, RL, V1,
V2,V3,V4,V5,V6) as illustrated in FIG. 5.

Variations and modifications are contemplated. For
example, as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, EIT type configurations
are provided wherein two separate electrodes are integrated in
the same patch (illustrated as pairs of electrodes), providing
the ability to apply current through one electrode and measure
voltage on the other in a “4-wire” impedance measurement.
In various embodiments, forexample, a set of eight electrodes
are placed on the thorax with two electrodes nearby each
other in each of the traditional ECG locations including the
Right Arm, Left Arm, Right Leg, and Left Leg locations.
However, different electrode configurations may be provided.
In particular, FIG. 6 illustrates a sub-axillary electrode place-
ment configuration in accordance with one embodiment and
FIG. 7 represents a Lead 11 electrode placement configura-
tion, both on a human thorax 50. It should be noted that the
front electrodes are identified by the transducers 26¢ and the
back electrodes are identified by the transducers 26b. It also
should be noted that the solid line represents an exemplary
current path and the dashed line represents a corresponding
exemplary measured voltage.

In this illustrative embodiment, the single transducer 26 or
one transducer 26 of each pair of transducers 26 drives a small
AC current (e.g., 60 LA) at a carrier frequency (e.g., 10 kHz)
and the same transducer 26 or the other transducer 26, respec-
tively, of each pair does not drive current. The current path is
represented by path 52 in FIG. 6. Thereafter, voltage mea-
surements are performed for all or a subset of the transducers
26 including the current driving transducers 26 and the non-
current driving transducers 26. The voltage measurement
path is illustrated by path 54 in FIG. 6.

In the various configurations, the transducers 26 are driven
or excited to acquire non-EIT data and EIT data. When
acquiring non-EIT data, the transducers 26 acquire non-EIT
signals, for example, ECG or EEG signals that are passively
acquired from a patient. When acquiring EIT data, EIT exci-
tations are generated. In particular, geometries identified by
pre-existing clinical transducer placements are assumed and
used to pre-compute an optimal or approximately optimal set
of excitations The transducer configuration is also used to
analytically or numerically pre-compute a set of expected or
predicted responses to the excitations. The sets of excitations
and predicted responses are stored in the database 34 (shown
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in FIG. 1) from which an appropriate configuration is
selected, such as at the bedside of the patient 22 (shown in
FIG. 1) being monitored. The database selection may be
performed manually by a clinician, or may be automatic
based on the selected ECG, EEG, or other detection by the
patient monitor. Thus, the placement of the transducer set 24
(shown in FIG. 1) is used to determine the excitations and
predicted response, such as using a thoracic geometry with an
ECG electrode configuration and/or a head geometry with a
sub-hairline or 10-20 EEG electrode configuration.

For example, in various embodiments, the impedance mea-
surement system 20 computes a response of the patient 22 to
the applied excitation. In particular, an exemplary EIS infor-
mation flow 60 is illustrated in FIG. 8. In particular, a forward
model 62 is used based on excitations from a computing
device 64, to predict voltages (predicted data), which are
provided to a soft-field reconstruction module 66, which may
be implemented as part of the processor 28 (shown in FIG. 1).
In one embodiment, an inverse problem relating the measured
responses (e.g., measured signals) from a data acquisition
device 70, the predicted responses, the applied excitations
(e.g., applied by the transducer set 24), and the electrical
conductivity distribution inside of the patient 22 being tested
or interrogated is solved by the soft-field reconstruction mod-
ule 66 using any suitable soft-field reconstruction technique.
It should be noted that the data acquisition device 70 may be,
for example, a module or component that may be embodied as
part of the computing device 64 and/or the transducer set 24

The excitations are applied to the patient 22 (shown in FIG.
1) by the transducer set 24, which may include the transducers
26 (shown in FIG. 1) and other excitation and measurement
components, and thereafter measured signals (measured
data) are communicated to the soft-field reconstruction mod-
ule 66. The soft-field reconstruction module 66 then performs
reconstruction using various embodiments to generate, for
example, an estimate of the property distribution 68, such as
the impedance distribution, to identify properties of interest
for the patient 22 (or other object), such as to identify regions
of interest within the patient 22 or other temporal features. It
should be noted that the various components may be physi-
cally separate components or elements or may be combined.
For example, the soft-field reconstruction module 66 may
form part of the impedance measurement system 20 (as illus-
trated in F1G. 1).

Using various embodiments, soft-field reconstruction may
be provided using the transducers 26 provided in non-EIT
configuration of transducers (e.g., patient-contacting elec-
trodes in an EEG or ECG configuration) that perform EIT
measurements. Thus, different excitation patterns, for
example, numerous types of current excitation patterns may
be used as desired or needed. For example, the transducers 26
may be driven with different phase shifts. Thus, in operation,
the transducers 26 may be used to deliver electrical current
continuously or optionally modulated such that excitations
may be applied across atemporal frequency range (e.g., 1 kHz
to 1 MHz) at or proximate to the surface of the patient 22 to
generate an electromagnetic (EM) field within the patient 22.
The resulting surface signals, for example, voltages (real,
imaginary or complex) on the transducers 26 may be mea-
sured to determine an electrical impedance (e.g. electrical
conductivity or permittivity distribution).

It should be noted that the transducers 26 may be formed
from any suitable material used to establish a desired excita-
tion. For example, if the transducers 26 are electrodes, the
transducers 26 may be formed from one or more metals such
as copper, gold, platinum, steel, silver, and alloys thereof.
Other exemplary materials for forming the transducers 26,
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when the transducers 26 are electrodes, include non-metals
that are electrically conductive, such as a silicon based mate-
rials used in combination with micro-circuits. In one embodi-
ment, the transducers 26 are formed from silver-silver chlo-
ride to be attached to the patient 22. Additionally, the
transducers 26 may be formed in different shapes and/or
sizes, for example, as rod-shaped, flat plate-shaped, or
needle-shaped structures. It should be noted that in some
embodiments, the transducers 26 are insulated from one
another. In other embodiments, the transducers 26 can be
positioned in direct ohmic contact with an object or capaci-
tively coupled to the object. It should be noted that the trans-
ducers 26 may be embodied as different structures, for
example, microwave antennas, optical sources (e.g., a semi-
conductor device with a lens), ultrasound transceivers, or
thermal sources, among others.

It also should be noted that the transducers 26 may be, for
example, any suitable ECG or EEG electrode. For example, in
some embodiments, the transducers 26 are standard ECG
electrodes having a surface area of about 1 square centimeter
(sq. cm). However, different sized and shaped electrodes may
be used, such as larger electrodes having a surface area of
about or at least 70 sq. cm, where an increase in surface area
may provide an increase in signal-to-noise ratio.

Various embodiments and methods generally use multiple
electrical measurements (for example electrical impedance
measurements that are obtained from the plurality of trans-
ducers 26). It should be noted that although the measurement
signals are illustrated as electrical conductivity measure-
ments of the patient 22, different measurements, such as
different voltage, current, magnetic field, optical signal,
radio-frequency (RF) wave, thermal field, mechanical defor-
mation, ultrasound signal, or electrical impedance or permit-
tivity measurements, among others, may be made.

Thus, the use of ECG, EEG or other non-EIT patient-
contacting electrodes may be used for soft-field sensing or
data acquisition, such as to acquire EIT data as described
herein. In operation, for example, in an Intensive Care Unit
(ICU), Emergency Department (ED), and/or other patient
monitoring settings, electrodes, for example ECG electrodes,
are attached to the patient. Using the pre-existing electrodes,
soft-field sensing or data acquisition is provided.

Various embodiments provide a method 80 as shown in
FIG. 8 for performing soft-field sensing or soft-field tomog-
raphy. In particular, the method 80 includes applying trans-
ducers to a patient at 82. In various embodiments, the trans-
ducers are a non-soft-field sensing transducer set, such as a
non-EIT transducer set, for example ECG or EEG electrode
sets that are applied to a patient in a non-soft-field sensing,
such as a non-EIT configuration (e.g., defined ECG or EEG
configuration). In some embodiments, any type of transducer
may be positioned at or proximate a surface of the patient in
a non-EIT configuration.

Thereafter, at 84, soft-field tomography excitations and/or
non-soft-field tomography excitations are applied by the
transducers. For example, ECG or EEG excitations may be
applied in combination with EIT excitations, which may be
performed simultaneously, concurrently or sequentially.

Thereafter, responses to the excitations are acquired at 86.
It should be noted that the acquisition of the responses, such
as by performing measurements at the transducers, may
include filtering the responses. For example, the ECG signals
may be filtered at a lower frequency than the EIT signals. In
one embodiment, ECG signals may be low pass filtered with
a cutoff frequency of about 500 Hz or less and EIT signals
may be filtered with bandpass filters at the excitation carrier
frequencies.
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The responses are then used to generate measurement
results 88, for example, to generate and display ECG data and
EIT data based on predicted responses and using one or more
EIT reconstruction algorithms. However, the EIT data may be
based alternatively or additionally on different data, such as
based on the excitations, boundary/surface data for the object,
or prior EIT data, among others. Additionally, although the
various embodiments are described in connection with elec-
trical (current and voltage) excitation, other sources of exci-
tation may be provided as described herein. Thus, the mea-
sured responses are not limited to electrical responses.

The various embodiments and/or components, for
example, the modules, or components and controllers therein,
also may be implemented as part of one or more computers or
processors. The computer or processor may include a com-
puting device, an input device, a display unit and an interface,
for example, for accessing the Internet. The computer or
processor may include a microprocessor. The microprocessor
may be connected to a communication bus. The computer or
processor may also include a memory. The memory may
include Random Access Memory (RAM) and Read Only
Memory (ROM). The computer or processor further may
include a storage device, which may be a hard disk drive or a
removable storage drive such as an optical disk drive, solid
state disk drive (e.g., flash RAM), and the like. The storage
device may also be other similar means for loading computer
programs or other instructions into the computer or processor.

As used herein, the term “computer” or “module” may
include any processor-based or microprocessor-based system
including systems using microcontrollers, reduced instruc-
tion set computers (RISC), application specific integrated
circuits (ASICs), field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs),
graphical processing units (GPUs), digital signal processors
(DSPs), logic circuits, and any other circuit or processor
capable of executing the functions described herein. The
above examples are exemplary only, and are thus not intended
to limit in any way the definition and/or meaning of the term
“computer”.

The computer or processor executes a set of instructions
that are stored in one or more storage elements, in order to
process input data. The storage elements may also store data
or other information as desired or needed. The storage ele-
ment may be in the form of an information source or a physi-
cal memory element within a processing machine.

The set of instructions may include various commands that
instruct the computer or processor as a processing machine to
perform specific operations such as the methods and pro-
cesses of the various embodiments. The set of instructions
may be in the form of a software program, which may form
part of a tangible non-transitory computer readable medium
or media. The software may be in various forms such as
system software or application software. Further, the soft-
ware may be in the form of a collection of separate programs
or modules, a program module within a larger program or a
portion of a program module. The software also may include
modular programming in the form of object-oriented pro-
gramming. The processing of input data by the processing
machine may be in response to operator commands, or in
response to results of previous processing, or in response to a
request made by another processing machine.

As used herein, the terms “software” and “firmware” are
interchangeable, and include any computer program stored in
memory for execution by a computer, including RAM
memory, ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM
memory, and non-volatile RAM (NVRAM) memory. The
above memory types are exemplary only, and are thus not
limiting as to the types of memory usable for storage of a
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10
computer program. The software or firmware may be, for
example, FPGA code or DSP code.

Ttis to be understood that the above description is intended
to be illustrative, and not restrictive. For example, the above-
described embodiments (and/or aspects thereof) may be used
in combination with each other. In addition, many modifica-
tions may be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the teachings of the various embodiments of the invention
without departing from their scope. While the dimensions and
types of materials described herein are intended to define the
parameters of the various embodiments of the invention, the
embodiments are by no means limiting and are exemplary
embodiments. Many other embodiments will be apparent to
those of skill in the art upon revlewmg the above description.
The scope of the various embodiments of the invention
should, therefore, be determined with reference to the
appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to
which such claims are entitled. In the appended claims, the
terms “including” and “in which” are used as the plain-En-
glish equivalents of the respective terms “comprising” and
“wherein.” Moreover, in the following claims, the terms
“first” “second,” and “third,” etc. are used merely as labels,
and are not intended to impose numerical requirements on
their objects. Further, the limitations of the following claims
are not written in means-plus-function format and are not
intended to be interpreted based on 35 U.S.C. §112, sixth
paragraph, unless and until such claim limitations expressly
use the phrase “means for” followed by a statement of func-
tion void of further structure.

This written description uses examples to disclose the vari-
ous embodiments of the invention, including the best mode,
and also to enable any person skilled in the art to practice the
various embodiments of the invention, including making and
using any devices or systems and performing any incorpo-
rated methods. The patentable scope of the various embodi-
ments of the invention is defined by the claims, and may
include other examples that occur to those skilled in the art.
Such other examples are intended to be within the scope ofthe
claims if the examples have structural elements that do not
differ from the literal language of the claims, or if the
examples include equivalent structural elements with insub-
stantial differences from the literal langnages of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A soft-field tomography sensing system coniprising:

a plurality of transducers configured for positioning at a
surface of an object in a non-soft-field tomography con-
figuration and configured to apply soft-field tomography
excitations to the object;

an interface;

a processor communicating with the plurality of transduc-
ers via the interface, the processor configured to perform
soft-field sensing using soft-field data acquired by the
plurality of transducers, the soft-field data including
responses to excitations; and

a database which includes sets of said excitations and said
responses, in combination, for each of the plurality of
transducers, wherein the responses from the excitations
are measured signals and the measured signals are fil-
tered with bandpass filters at the excitation frequencies;

wherein the processor frequency filters the non-soft-field
sensing signals from the measured signals.

2. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of transducers comprises an electrocar-
diography (ECQ) transducer set.

3. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of transducers comprises an electroen-
cephalography (EEG) transducer set.
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4. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of transducers comprises a non-soft-
field sensing transducer set and at least one additional trans-
ducer.
5. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of transducers comprises a non-soft-
field sensing transducer set and a soft-field sensing transducer
set.
6. The sofi-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to perform soft-
field sensing using soft-field data acquired at all of the plu-
rality of transducers.
7. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to perform soft-
field sensing using soft-field data acquired at a subset of the
plurality of transducers.
8. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
further comprising a connector configured to interface with at
least one type of non-soft-field sensing transducer set and at
least one type of soft-field sensing transducer set.
9. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to perform soft-
field sensing using soft-field data acquired by the plurality of
transducers using at least one of Electrical Impedance Spec-
troscopy (EIS), Electrical Impedance Tomography (EIT),
Diffuse Optical Tomography (DOT), Near InfraRed Spec-
troscopy (NIRS), thermography, elastography, microwave
tomography or microwave spectroscopy.
10. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to determine a
property distribution of the object using the sofi-field data
including a distribution of one or more of electric conductiv-
ity, electric permittivity, magnetic permeability, optical
absorbance, optical scattering, optical reflectivity, optical
transmittance, elasticity, shear modulus or thermal conduc-
tivity.
11. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
further comprising a patient motioning device and wherein
the plurality of transducers are configured for coupling to the
patient monitoring device, wherein patient monitoring and
soft-field sensing are performed one of simultaneously, con-
currently or sequentially.
12. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to pre-compute at least
one of the excitations or one or more predicted responses for
the non-soft-field tomography configuration of the plurality
of transducers that are selectable by a user.
13. The soft-field tomography sensing system of claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to dynamically compute
at least one of the excitations or one or more predicted
responses for the non-soft-field tomography configuration of
the plurality of transducers.
14. A method for soft-field sensing, the method compris-
ing:
positioning a plurality of transducers at a surface of an
object in a non-soft-field tomography configuration to
apply soft-field tomography excitations to the object;

obtaining measured signals from all or a subset of the
plurality of transducers in response to the applied soft-
field tomography excitations;

performing soft-field sensing using the measured signals

acquired by the plurality of transducers; and

passively monitoring non-soft-field sensing signals while

commanding a processor to frequency filter the non-
soft-field sensing signals from the measured signals.
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15. The method of claim 14, wherein positioning the plu-
rality of transducers comprises positioning an electrocardio-
graphy (ECG) transducer set at the surface of the object.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein positioning the plu-
rality of transducers comprises positioning an electroen-
cephalography (EEG) transducer set at the surface of the
object.

17. The method of claim 14, wherein positioning the plu-
rality of transducers comprises positioning a non-soft-field
sensing transducer set and atleast one additional transducer at
the surface of the object.

18. The method of claim 14, wherein positioning the plu-
rality of transducers comprises positioning a non-soft-field
sensing transducer set and a soft-field sensing transducer set
at the surface of the object.

19. The method of claim 14, further comprising determin-
ing a property distribution in the object using at least one of
Electrical Impedance Spectroscopy (EIS), Electrical Imped-
ance Tomography (EIT), Diffuse Optical Tomography
(DOT), Near InfraRed Spectroscopy (NIRS), thermography,
elastography, microwave tomography or microwave spec-
troscopy.

20. The method of claim 14, further comprising determin-
ing a property distribution of the object, wherein the property
distribution comprises a distribution of one or more of electric
conductivity, electric permittivity, magnetic permeability,
optical absorbance, optical scattering, optical reflectivity,
optical transmittance, elasticity, shear modulus or thermal
conductivity.

21. The method of claim 14, further comprising one of (i)
pre-computing at least one of the excitations or one or more
predicted responses for the non-soft-field tomography con-
figuration of the plurality of transducers that are selectable by
a user or (ii) dynamically computing at least one of excita-
tions or predicted responses for the non-soft-field tomogra-
phy configuration of the plurality of transducers.

22. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
for performing soft-field tomography using a processor, the
computer readable storage medium including instructions to
command the processor to:

obtain a plurality of measurement signals from all or a

subset of a plurality of transducers positioned at a sur-
face of an object in a non-soft-field tomography configu-
ration, the plurality of measurement signals including
first and second measurement signals; the first measure-
ment signals including one or more responses to soft-
field tomography excitations applied to the object by all
or the subset of the plurality of transducers and the
second measurement signals including non-soft-field
sensing signals;

perform soft-field tomography using the first measurement

signals acquired by the plurality of transducers;
monitor the second measurement signals; and

separate the first measurement signals from the second

measurement signals by a step of filtering such that
bandpass filters at the excitation frequencies are used to
separate out the first measurement signals and a low pass
filter is used to separate out the non-soft-field sensing
signals.

23. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 22, wherein the instructions further command the
processor to frequency filter non-soft-field sensing signals
from the measurement signals.

24. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 22, wherein the instructions further command the
processor to frequency filter soft-field sensing signals from
the measurement signals.
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25. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 22, wherein the plurality of transducers further com-
prise a transducer set configured for positioning at a surface of
the object in a soft-field tomography configuration and the
instructions further command the processor to obtain as the 5
measurement signals at least one of soft-field data or non-
soft-field data.

14
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