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CATHETER PRESSURE TRANSDUCER
WITH PRESSURE SENSING MODULE

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a continuation application of U.S.
application No. 09/435,502 entitled “Pressure Sensing Mod-
ule for a Catheter Pressure Transducer” filed Nov. 6, 1999,
now U.S. Pat. No. 6,394,986,which is hereby incorporated
herein by reference. The benefit of 35 US.C. § 120 is
claimed for the above referenced application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a pressure sensing module
for use in catheters. More specifically, the present invention
relates to a pressure sensing module that lends itself to easy
installation and replacement, and provides a very low profile
device for installation in a catheter.

2. Related Art

Catheter pressure transducers are long slender flexible
tubular catheters with one or more pressure sensors mounted
along the length of the catheter. These devices are used for
making direct pressure measurements at various locations
within a human or animal body by insertion through body
orifices or through surgical incisions. The catheter pressure
transducer may also be inserted through other catheters
previously positioned within the body. These catheters
include high fidelity pressure sensors for measuring pressure
and pressure gradients. For example, catheter pressure trans-
ducers may be used in the various chambers of the heart and
throughout the cardiovascular system. These catheters have
also been used for measuring peristaltic activity in the
intestines, pressure gradients in the urinary tract, rectal
pressures, esophageal pressures, and intracranial pressures.

Present catheter pressure sensors typically take the form
of photoelectric-type sensors, resistive-type sensors, or
capacitive-type sensors. In the case of photoelectric-type
transducers, light fibers pass the pressure signals from the
sensor through the length of the catheter to a measurement
device. Similarly, resistive-type and capacitive-type sensors
use insulated electrical wires to pass pressure signals from
the sensor through the catheter.

Exemplary sensors include small strain gauge-type pres-
sure sensors that are made from a semiconductor material
such as silicon. These semiconductor devices are generally
shaped like a brick from which has been machined or etched
a hollowed out region behind a diaphragm with diffused
strain gauges for sensing the degree of diaphragm distortion
under applied pressure. The sensors further include circuitry
for providing electrical signals representative of the pressure
sensed by the strain gauge to pads that may be connected to
external devices. In operation, one side of the strain gauge
diaphragm is equalized to a reference pressure, such as
atmospheric pressure (the reference side), and the other side
of the strain gauge diaphragm is exposed to the body tissues
or fluids (sensing side). Such semiconductor strain gauge
pressure sensors provide high-fidelity pressure measure-
ments.

Traditionally, to mount the sensor within the catheter, a
cavity is molded within the catheter or a premolded carrier
is placed within the catheter to accept the sensor. When
mounting the sensor, it is important to isolate the pressure
sensor from mechanical movement and mechanical stresses
that might sufficiently deform the sensor to give false
pressure readings. The primary prior technique for mounting
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a semiconductor pressure sensor to a catheter has been to use
a tubular metal casing, such as a portion of a stainless steel
hypodermic needle. With this sturdy metal casing surround-
ing the sensor, the sensor is isolated from catheter movement
and is sensitive only to external pressure. The proximal end
of the metal casing is connected to the catheter body and is
open to allow electrical connections from the catheter to
reach the semiconductor pressure sensor. The proximal end
is also open to allow venting of the back of the reference side
of the strain gauge diaphragm to an external pressure
through a lumen in the catheter body. With such prior
devices, a window is generally cut into the side of the tubular
metal casing. The sensing side of the strain gauge diaphragm
of the sensor is left exposed through the window to applied
external pressures from body fluids and tissues.

After mounting the sensor within the catheter, the wires
from the sensor are bonded, either with a conductive epoxy
or by soldering, to wires that have already been prepared
within the catheter by an appropriate scraping or pretinning
procedure. Wires within the catheter are typically 0.003" in
diameter, with wires from the sensor being typically
approximately 0.001" in diameter. These are all delicate
wires to handle and to bond together. The sensor is usually
attached in place with an epoxy resin or with a flexible RTV
(room temperature vulcanizing silicone rubber).

When the mounting material has cured, a cleaning process
is generally required to remove any flux or materials used in
bonding the wires. Then, the wire connections are generally
coated with an RTV or epoxy resin and the gap on the edges
of the sensor between the sensor and the housing are
generally sealed with an RTV. After these materials have
been cured, an additional layer of epoxy and/or RTV is
added to provide a smooth contour for the sensor area that
will be compatible with the requirements for introduction
into body vessels.

All these procedures are delicate and time-consuming and
require skill, patience, and time to accomplish successfully.
Because it is often difficult to apply an absolutely uniform
coating of RTV, as required for consistency in pressure
measurement, the results of the installation of the new sensor
are not always what is required and the RTV may have to be
modified or the sensor replaced again to meet stability
requirements essential for good performance of a catheter
pressure sensor. In addition, these installation procedures are
typically performed directly within the catheter. This work is
extremely delicate, time-consuming, and expensive.

In addition, prior catheter pressure transducers are either
for single use, as sterile disposable items, or for multiple
uses, wherein they will be cleaned and sterilized and reused
for dozens and perhaps hundreds of times. Because the
catheters are often very small in diameter (e.g., 0.5 mm to 3
mm), as for example when introduced into small vessels in
the cardiovascular system, the pressure sensors are some-
what delicate devices and can be damaged during use.

Therefore a need exists for a device that lends itself to be
easily installed during manufacture of the catheter and to be
easily replaced as required. Further, a need exists for a
pressure sensor that minimizes the problems and reduces the
costs associated with traditional manufacturing procedures.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention achieves these goals with a unique
and advantageous structure for a pressure sensing module
that may be used in the construction of reliable catheter
pressure transducers. The pressure sensing module provides
ease of installation and manufacture. In particular, the
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present invention reduces manufacturing costs by allowing
most of the delicate work associated with building a catheter
pressure transducer to be performed ahead of time on a
separate module. Multiple modules may be built simulta-
neously without having to modify one catheter at a time.

The present invention also provides unique advantages
relating to the modularity of me pressure sensing module.
The pressure sensing module of the present invention is a
self-contained rigid structure that may be easily installed and
bonded to a catheter. In addition, the pressure sensing
module may be readily removed and replaced.

The pressure sensing module of the present invention is a
low profile device that allows for a larger opening within a
catheter. The larger opening within the catheter allows for
more electrodes or wires to run to the sensor. Additionally,
the larger vent provides more room within the catheter for
the insertion of other devices such as a guidewire.

In an embodiment, the present invention is a pressure
sensor module for use in catheters having a pressure sensor
operable to provide a signal representative of pressure
having a sensing side and a pressure reference side. At least
one signal transmission media is coupled to the sensor for
transmitting the signal representative of pressure. A convex-
shaped carrier is provided having a slot formed to expose the
sensing side of the sensor. The convex-shaped carrier is
adapted for receiving the sensor such that the sensing side of
the sensor is adjacent the slot. A bonding material is pro-
vided for mounting the sensor to the carrier.

In alternate embodiments, the pressure sensor module
includes a resistive-type sensor. Other sensors may be used
including capacitive-type sensors or photoelectric-type sen-
SOrS.

In yet another embodiment, the bonding material for
mounting the sensor to the carrier is flexible RTV. The
bonding material may also be epoxy resin.

In another aspect of the present invention, a catheter
pressure transducer is provided having a catheter body with
an internal lumen providing access to an external reference
pressure. A tube with an open channel is inserted within and
extending along at least a portion of the internal lumen of the
catheter. The tube is slot-cut to form a slotted sleeve along
a portion of the tube. A first signal transmission media
extends along the internal lumen of the catheter. A convex-
shaped pressure sensor module having a pressure sensor
operable to provide a signal representative of pressure is
provided wherein the convex-shaped pressure sensor is
coupled to the slotted sleeve of the tube such that the
convex-shaped pressure sensor is approximately the same
size as the catheter body. A second signal transmission
media is coupled to the sensor for transmitting the signal
representative of pressure. The second signal transmission
media is bonded to the first transmission media in order to
transmit the signal representative of pressure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following drawings foam part of the present speci-
fication and are included to further demonstrate certain
aspects of the present invention. The invention may be better
understood by reference to one or more of these drawings in
combination with the detailed description of specific
embodiments presented herein.

FIG. 1A (prior art) is an end cross-section view of a prior
art catheter pressure transducer.

FIG. 1B (prior art) is a top view of a casing for a prior art
catheter pressure transducer.
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FIG.2A s an end cross-section view of a pressure sensing
module according to the present invention.

FIG. 2B is a side view of a pressure sensing module
according to the present invention.

FIG. 2C is a top view of a pressure sensing module
according to the present invention.

FIG. 2D is a bottom view of a pressure sensing module
according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a top view of a pressure sensor used in a pressure
sensing module according to the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a top view of a catheter modified to allow
coupling to a pressure sensing module according to the
present invention.

FIG. § is a side cross-section view of a catheter pressure
transducer with a pressure sensing module according to the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

An example of a prior catheter tip pressure transducer
device is shown with reference to FIG. 1A (prior art) and
FIG. 1B (prior art), which collectively depict the general
structure of a prior device 100. FIG. 1A (prior art) depicts an
end cross-section view of a tubular metal casing 104 of a
prior catheter tip measurement device 100 in the area that the
semiconductor pressure sensor 106 is located. FIG. 1B (prior
art) depicts a top view of the metal casing 104 showing a
window 120 that exposes the sensing side of the diaphragm
on the semiconductor pressure sensor 106 to external pres-
sures.

As mentioned above, a window 120 was generally cut out
of tubular metal casing 104. Sensor supports 105 were
generally attached to the internal walls of tubular metal
casing. 104. Once semiconductor pressure sensor 106 was
placed inside the tubular metal casing 104 on top of sensor
supports 105, a protective material 110 was generally
applied to keep body tissues and fluids from contacting the
semiconductor pressure sensor 106. Such contact could
cause electric shock to the surrounding tissues or damage the
pressure sensor. One material that was used as the protective
material 110 is flexible room-temperature-vulcanizing
(RTV) silicone rubber. This protective material 110 was
generally applied over the pressure sensor to a thickness of
about 0.002 inch.

The present invention provides a catheter pressure trans-
ducer that is less expensive and easier to install and main-
tain. The present invention comprises a pressure sensing
module that allows a pressure sensor to be installed and
mounted without having to install a sensor directly into a
catheter. Instead, the pressure sensor is installed into a
pressure sensing module, which is subsequently attached to
a catheter. As used herein, the term “module” means a
detachable section, compartment, or unit with a specific
purpose or function.

The present invention may further be understood with
reference to the embodiments shown in FIGS. 2A-D, 3, 4,
and 5. FIGS. 2A-D depict different views of exemplary
pressure sensing module 200 according to the present inven-
tion. FIG. 3 provides a top view of a sensor as used in a
pressure sensing module according to the present invention.
FIG. 4 illustrates a catheter that has been machined to
receive an exemplary pressure sensing module according to
the present invention. Finally, FIG. 5 depicts the combina-
tion of a pressure sensing module and a catheter according
to the present invention.
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Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, a pressure sensing module
200 includes a carrier 202 and a semiconductor pressure
sensor 204. The semiconductor pressure sensor 204 is
coupled to the carrier 202 using bonding material 206. The
carrier 202 is made of stainless steel, a ceramic member, or
other suitable material. In an embodiment of the claimed
invention, the carrier 202 is constructed in a curved shape to
fit the profile of a catheter. The carrier 202, when installed,
fits the profile of a catheter and provides an extremely
smooth pressure sensing area on the side of the catheter. On
the outer convex side of this carrier 202, a slot 209 is
machined out by laser cutting, mechanical grinding, chemi-
cal etching, or other suitable method for machining the
catheter so as to provide an open anal corresponding to the
size of the diaphragm of the pressure sensor. An exemplary
diaphragm may range from 0.25 mm square to 0.5 mm
square, although any suitable diaphragm may be used with-
out departing from the scope and spirit of the present
invention.

Then, on the inner concave side of the carrier 202, a
pressure sensor 204 is attached in such a way that the
diaphragm area (sensing side) of the pressure sensor 204 is
immediately adjacent the carrier’s opening slot 208; the
sensor is spaced perhaps 0.001" within the carrier 202 such
that there is suitable electrical insulation between the sensor
204 and the carrier 202. The sensor 204 may be attached to
the carrier by suitable bonding material, such as a flexible
RTV. Wires 210 are pre-attached to the sensor 204 and
extend within the convex portion of the carrier 202 to be
suitable attached to wires within a catheter.

In the illustrated embodiment, sensor 204 is a resistive-
type or capacitive-type sensor. Alternatively, other suitable
sensors may be used without departing from the spirit and
scope of the claimed invention. For example, sensor 204
may be a photoelectric-type sensor that uses fiber optic
connections between the sensor and a measurement device.

FIG. 2C illustrates a top view of a pressure sensing
module 200 according to an embodiment of the present
invention. As illustrated, a pressure sensor 204 is attached in
such a way that the diaphragm area is immediately adjacent
the carrier’s opening slot 208. To insulate the pressure
sensor 204, a flexible insulating material may be applied on
top of the pressure sensor 204. In an embodiment, this
material is flexible RTV silicone rubber. RTV silicone is
slightly tacky and provides good insulating characteristics
such that it may be used as the flexible insulating material.
It acts as a good sealant and a good insulator without
appreciably affecting the pressure signal transmitted to the
diaphragm of the pressure sensor. To insulate the system
from body tissues, an insulating layer is applied to surround
the measuring tip of the device. This insulating layer pro-
vides a thin outer sheath that isolates and insulates the
electrical measurement components with a drastically
reduced feature size than that capable in prior catheter
pressures transducers. The insulating layer may be achieved
using a thin material that has high dielectric insulating
characteristics. In particular, the insulating layer may be
made using a polyimide sheath or sleeve. Polyimide is a
transparent, relatively inert, biocompatible insulating mate-
rial available in a variety of thicknesses down to 0.0005
inch. Such a polyimide material is available as polyimide
tubing from MicrolLumen in Tampa, Fla.

FIG. 2D shows a bottom view of the processor sensing
module 200 of the present invention. As illustrated, a
flexible insulating material 214 may be applied to secure the
pressure sensor 204. In an embodiment, this material is
flexible RTV silicone rubber. It should be understood, how-
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ever, that other suitable insulating materials may be used
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention. For example, the pressure sensor 204 may be
secured using an epoxy. A sensor vent hole 212 provides
access to the inner surface of the diaphragm while main-
taining the structural integrity of the sensor.

A more detailed view of a pressure sensor 300 according
to the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 3. Pressure
sensor 300 includes a pressure sensing thin diaphragm area
302. Once again, a sensor vent hole 212 provides access to
the inner surface of the diaphragm.

FIG. 4 illustrates a catheter 400 that has been prepared for
use with an embodiment of the pressure sensing module of
the present invention. Catheter 400 includes a tube 402,
which may be metal or other suitable material. Tube 402
prevents catheter 400 from bending at a location near the
pressure sensing module. Prior to installing a pressure
sensing module in catheter 400, tube 402 is slot-cut to form
aslotted sleeve for mating with the pressure sensing module.
The slot-cut further forms an open channel 408 to tube 402.
In operation, open channel 408 provides a reference pressure
for the reference side of the sensor 204 through sensor vent
hole 212 of the pressure sensing module of the present
invention. Further, as illustrated in this embodiment, the
slot-cut also removes a part of the catheter 400 leaving a
portion of the catheter remaining (404 and 406). Finally,
catheter 400 includes three wires 410 for connecting to the
wires 210 associated with the pressure sensor 204.

FIG. 5 illustrates the attachment between an embodiment
of the pressure sensing module 200 of the present invention
and an exemplary pre-formed catheter 400 as shown in FIG.
4. Attachment between the pressure sensing module 200 and
the catheter 400 may be made by suitable epoxies or RTV.
The outer surface may or may not be coated with an
additional epoxy resin, as required. The entire installation
can be done rapidly, and it does not require the artistry or
delicacy of treatment that was traditionally required for
installation of a pressure sensor within a catheter.

In the Illustrated embodiment, three wires 210 from the
sensor are bonded to three wires 410 in the catheter. In an
embodiment, the wires are soldered, folded into the catheter,
and then epoxy is added to cover the soldered connections.
It should be understood, however, that any suitable method
for coupling the wires may be used without departing from
the spirit and scope or the present invention. For example,
the wires from the sensor may be bonded using a conductive
material. Wires within the catheter are typically 0.003" in
diameter, with wires from the sensor being typically
approximately 0.001" in diameter. These are all delicate
wires to handle and to bond together.

After bonding, the wire connections are generally coated
with an RTV or epoxy resin and the gap on the edges of the
sensor between the catheter and the pressure sensing module
are generally sealed with an RTV. After these materials have
been cured, an additional layer of epoxy and/or RTV may be
added to provide a smooth contour for the sensor area that
will be compatible with the requirements for introduction
into body vessels.

This pressure sensing module 200 achieves not only a
simplicity or installation and replacement, but it also pro-
vides a very low profile device for installation in the wall of
catheter 400. Once again, the sensor 204 is mounted
extremely close to the outer surface of pressure sensing
module 200, such that a large open channel 409 is formed.
Accordingly, much of the area within the catheter is then free
for passage within the catheter 400 of other wires for other
pressure sensors or even a lumen for passage of fluids or a
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guidewire alongside or past the sensing module. With con-
ventional mounting, the sensor is often recessed within the
body of the catheter leaving minimal or no room for passage
of such lumens or other wires.

Open channel 409 provides a reference pressure to the
vent at the reference pressure side of the pressure sensor
204. Although the shape and size of this vent opening is not
significant for purposes of providing a reference pressure (an
opening of approximately 0.002 inch or more in diameter is
generally required to achieve the venting requirement), the
size of the venting channel may be important when attempt-
ing to include multiple wires through the open channel 408.
In an embodiment, a catheter pressure transducer may have
a large number of sensors, requiring a number of wires to
extend from the sensors up the catheter to measurement
devices. For example, a catheter pressure transducer may
have four sensors, requiring up to twelve wires to extend
from the pressure sensor through the catheter to measure-
ment devices. In other applications, the open channel 408
may be used for insertion of guidewires. By using a pressure
sensing module according to the present invention, an open
channel on the order of two times the size of prior channels
may be achieved over prior catheter pressure transducers.

In conventional catheter pressure transducers, when an
area is left open for the mounting of a pressure sensor, the
catheter is somewhat weakened at the point of installation
and thicker walled and stronger internal structures may be
required to reinforce the structure at that point. According to
the present invention, when the pressure sensing module
200, particularly if it is made of steel, is installed across the
open area in the catheter 400, it is bonded at both ends and
tends to reinforce the catheter rather than weaken it. In an
exemplary embodiment, the pressure sensing module 200 is
bonded to the catheter 400 using epoxy resin. This structure
provides an overall stronger catheter and allows for a larger
open area to be maintained within the catheter for the
passage of wires, lumens, guidewires, etc.

The pressure sensor module 200 further provides benefits
due to the reduced size of the opening above the pressure
sensor. In certain applications, such as doing measurements
of pressures within the lower intestines, catheter pressure
sensors are subjected to very corrosive fluids and vapors.
Such vapors can diffuse through RTV or silicone rubbers,
causing damage and corrosion to the conductive wires used
within the catheter. Construction with a pressure sensing
module 200 significantly reduces the size of the opening
exposed above the pressure sensor 204, since only the
diaphragm is exposed, and minimizes the area through
which vapors can diffuse to damage wires or structures
within the catheter, significantly improving the durability
and longevity of such devices.

In addition, sensors that are mounted directly into cath-
eters with a combination of RTV and epoxy resins often
show drift characteristics when the catheter is put in water
because of minute deformation of the surrounding materials
as they absorb humidity. With the pressure sensing module
200, the sensor 204 is attached with RTV to a rigid carrier
in a manner that isolates it from any surrounding materials
in the catheter 400. Pressure sensing modules 200, by their
open structure, can be made identical to one another, with
exceptional stability and long term performance character-
istics. Because the sensor 204 is contained in the module
200, and not independently bonded to any of the materials
in the catheter 400, it is more isolated from the catheter 400
than prior catheter pressure transducers and can therefore
give consistently good performance independent of the
catheter in which it is mounted.
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The pressure sensor module 200 of the present invention
provides additional benefits relating to the time and costs
associated with manufacturing a catheter pressure trans-
ducer. Because the module 200 is manufactured separate
from the catheter, many units can be built together in a small
working area. Precise locating jigs are required for mounting
the sensor on the carrier, but such mounting fixtures can be
used again and again, further reducing the cost of the
pressure sensing module compared to the one-at-a-time
assembly costs of mounting a pressure sensor within a
catheter.

In addition, if a sensor becomes broken or requires
replacement, the entire carrier 202 with pressure sensor 204
may be ecasily pried loose or dissected out, the wires 210
unattached, and a new pressure sensing module installed as
in the initial installation. Also, in a catheter, there are several
periods of time during which the assembly must be put to
one side on a temperature-controlled fixture for suitable
epoxy and RTV curing. With the pressure sensing module,
many units can be assembled at one time and a common
curing time for all of them is appropriate. When a typical
installation and testing time for installing a pressure sensor
in the convention method may be one to two hours, the
equivalent time for preparing a sensor module and installing
it and testing it may be as little as 30 minutes. The overall
cost reduction, not only for the initial installation, but
because of the ease of replacement, becomes significant in
the assembly of catheter pressure transducers.

Further modifications and alternative embodiments of this
invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art in view
of this description. Accordingly, this description is to be
construed as illustrative only and is for the purpose of
teaching those skilled in the art the manner of carrying out
the invention. It is to be understood that the forms of the
invention herein shown and described are to be taken as
exemplary embodiments. Various changes may be made in
the shape, size, and arrangement of parts. For example,
equivalent elements or materials may be substitute for those
illustrated and described herein, and certain features of the
invention may be utilized independently of the use of other
features, all as would be apparent to one skilled in the art
after having the benefit of this description of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A catheter pressure transducer for insertion into a living
body, said catheter pressure transducer comprising:

a catheter body having an internal lumen and an opening
formed through sidewalls of the catheter body for
providing access to a reference pressure within the
mternal lumen;

a tube having an open channel and an opening formed
through sidewalls of the tube for providing access to
the open channel, wherein said tube is inserted within
and extending along al least a portion of the internal
lumen; and

a pressure sensor module comprising a carrier having a
generally curved surface with an opening formed there
through and a pressure sensor coupled to the carrier,
wherein a sensing side of the pressure sensor is exposed
to an external pressure through the opening formed
within the carrier, and wherein the carrier is fitted
within the opening formed through the catheter body
and coupled at both ends to sidewall surfaces of the
same opening,.

2. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein

said tube is constructed of metal.

3. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said tube is constructed of ceramic.
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4. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor module is coupled to the sidewall
surfaces of the opening formed through said catheter body
using epoxy resin.

5. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor module is coupled to the sidewall
surfaces of the opening formed through said catheter body
using flexible RTV silicone rubber.

6. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor is selected from a group, comprising a
resistive-type sensor, a capacitive-type sensor, a photoelec-
tric-type sensor anti a strain-gauge type pressure sensor.

7. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, further
comprising a first signal transmission media extending along
the internal lumen of said catheter.

8. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 7, further
comprising a second transmission media coupled to the
pressure sensor for transmitting a signal representative of
pressure, said second signal transmission media coupled to
said first transmission media in order to transmit the signal
representative of pressure.

9. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein the
pressure sensor module is fitted within the opening formed
through the catheter body, such that an outer surface of the
pressure sensor module is substantially flush with an outer
surface of the catheter body.

10. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor is operable to provide a signal that is
representative of cardiac pressure.

11. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor is operable to provide a signal that is
representative of intracranial pressure.

12. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor is operable to provide a signal that is
representative of rectal pressure.

13. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor is operable to provide a signal that is
representative of esophageal pressure.

14. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor is operable to provide a signal that is
representative of gastrointestinal pressure.

15. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor is operable to provide a signal that is
representative of blood pressure.

16. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
said pressure sensor is operable to provide a signal that is
representative of pressure in a urinary tract of said living
body.

17. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 1, wherein
the pressure sensor module is fitted within the opening
formed through the catheter body, such that an inner surface
of the pressure sensor module does not protrude into the
open channel.

18. A catheter pressure transducer for insertion into a
living body, said catheter pressure transducer comprising:

a catheter having a slot formed within sidewalls of the

catheter, and

a pressure sensing module removably attached to said

catheter and generally fitted into said slot, said pressure
sensing module comprising:

(2) a carrier having a generally curved surface with an

opening formed there through; and

(b) a sensor coupled to said carrier, such that one surface

of said sensor is adjacent to the opining formed within
the carrier surface, said sensor being operable to pro-
vide a signal representative of pressure within said
living body; and
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a tubular support member having an open channel and an
opening formed within sidewalls of the tabular support
member, wherein the opening formed within the tubu-
lar support member is in general alignment with the
opening formed within the carrier surface.

19. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
said sensor is sclected from a group, comprising a resistive-
type sensor, a capacitive-type sensor, a photoelectric-type
sensor and a strain-gauge-type sensor.

20. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
said sensor is operable to provide a signal that is represen-
tative of blood pressure.

21. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
said sensor is operable to provide a signal that is represen-
tative of pressure in a urinary tract of said living body.

22. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, further
comprising a signal transmission medium extending along
an internal lumen of said catheter, wherein said signal
transmission medium comprises one Or more wires.

23. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
the one surface of said sensor is exposed to the pressure
within the living body through the opening formed within
the carrier surface mid wherein an opposite surf ace of said
sensor is exposed to a reference pressure within the tubular
support member through the opening formed therethrough.

24. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 23, wherein
the opening formed within the carrier surface is configured
for exposing only a sensing portion of the one surface of said
SEnsor.

25. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
said sensor is operable to provide a signal that is represen-
tative of cardiac pressure.

26. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
said sensor is operable to provide a signal that is represen-
tative of intracranial pressure.

27. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
said sensor is operable to provide a signal that is represen-
tative of rectal pressure.

28. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
said sensor is operable to provide a signal that is represen-
tative of esophageal pressure.

29. The catheter pressure transducer of claim 18, wherein
said sensor is operable to provide a signal that is represen-
tative of gastrointestinal pressure.

30. A method for manufacturing a catheter pressure trans-
ducer for determining pressure within a living body, said
method comprising the steps of:

forming a slot within sidewalls of a catheter;

member extends along at least a portion of said lumen for
reinforcing said catheter in a vicinity of said slot;

forming a pressure sensing module, by bonding a carrier
to a sensor operable to provide a signal representative
of pressure, said sensor having a sensing side and a
reference side, wherein said sensing side is adjacent to
an opening formed within a generally curved surface of
said carrier;

coupling said sensor to said catheter via a signal trans-
mission medium, and

removably attaching said pressure sensing module to said
catheter by fitting said carrier within said slot, such that
sidewall surfaces of said carrier abut against sidewall
surfaces of said slot.

31. The method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said
removably attaching comprises bonding the sidewall sur-
faces of said carrier to the sidewall surfaces of said slot with
an adhesive sealant.
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32. The method as claimed in claim 30, wherein an
opening formed through sidewalls is of said tubular support
member is configured for exposing said reference side to a
reference pressure within said lumen of said catheter.

33. The method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said
sensor is selected from a group, comprising a resistive-type
sensor, a capacitive-type sensor, a photoelectric-type sensor
and a strain-gauge-type sensor.

34. A catheter pressure transducer produced by the
method of claim 30.

35. The method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said
signal transmission medium comprises one or more wires.

36. The method as claimed m claim 30, wherein flexible
RTV silicone rubber is used for bonding the carrier to the
SEnSor.

37. The method as claimed in claim 30, wherein epoxy
resin is used for bonding the carrier to the sensor.

38. The method as claimed in claim 30, wherein said
reference side is exposed to a lumen of said catheter.

39. A method for determining pressure within a living
body, said method comprising the steps of:

inserting a catheter pressure transducer into a living body,

said catheter pressure transducer comprising:

(a) a catheter having a slot forted within sidewalls of
the catheter; and

(b) a pressure sensing module removably attached to
said catheter within said slot, said pressure sensing
module comprising a curved carrier coupled to a
sensor by using bonding material, said sensor being
operable to provide a signal representative of pres-
sure within said living body; wherein said sensor is
coupled to said catheter via at harsh one signal
transmission medium; and
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exposing said pressure sensing module to said living body
by exposing only a portion of one surface of said sensor
to a pressure external to the catheter through an open-
ing formed within a surface of said curved carrier.

40. The method as claimed in claim 39, further compris-
ing exposing an opposite surface of said sensor to an,
reference pressure within a lumen of said catheter and
comparing the external pressure to the reference pressure to
determine the pressure within the living body.

41. The method as claimed in claim 39, further compris-
ing the step of transmitting the signal representative of
pressure to an external computing device.

42. The method as claimed in claim 39, wherein said
pressure is in a urinary tract of said living body.

43. The method as claimed in claim 39, wherein said
sensor is selected from a group, comprising a resistive-type
sensor, a capacitive-type sensor, photoelectric-type sensor
and a strain-gauge-type sensor.

44. The method as claimed in claim 39,
pressure is esophageal pressure.

45. The method as claimed in claim 39,
pressure is gastrointestinal pressure.

46. The method as claimed in claim 39,
signal is representative of blood pressure.

47. The method as claimed in claim 39,
pressure is cardiac pressure.

48. The method as claimed in claim 39,
pressure is intracranial pressure.

49. The method as claimed in claim 39,
pressure is rectal pressure.

wherein said

wherein said

wherein said

wherein said

wherein said

wherein said
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