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(57) ABSTRACT

A method, device, and computer program product for moni-
toring the physiological state of a subject is disclosed. A first
plurality of physiological signals are acquired from the sub-
ject and a second plurality of signal parameters are deter-
mined based on the first plurality of physiclogical signals.
Relevant signal information is selected from among the signal
information produced and at least one screen page is dis-
played at a time, thereby to make at least part of the signal
information visible to a user. The signal information visible to
the user on the at least one screen page may then be revised
based on the selection and without user interaction, thereby to
accelerate clinical decision-making and to diminish the pos-
sibility of undetected changes in the state of the subject.

15 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD, DEVICE AND COMPUTER
PRODUCT FOR EEG MONITORING,
ANALYSIS AND DISPLAY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This disclosure relates generally to patient monitoring.
More particularly, the present invention relates to patient
monitoring and monitors, in which several physiological
parameters are derived from a subject and various signal
information, such as the time evolutions of the parameters,
may be presented to the user. The physiological signal data
involved may be, for example, EEG signal data.

Patient monitors are electronic devices designed to display
physiological information about a subject. Electrocardio-
gram (ECG), electroencephalogram (EEG), plethysmo-
graphic signals, and signals related to blood pressure, tem-
perature, and respiration represent typical physiological
information contained in full-size patient monitors. A patient
monitor may also be designed to display physiological infor-
mation from one organ only; a full-size EEG monitor, for
example, may display EEG signal information from even 64
measurement channels. The EEG monitors currently used in
neurological and intensive care monitoring are either inte-
grated full-size patient monitors or devices specifically
designed to monitor EEG information only. Depending on the
application, EEG monitors typically employ EEG signals
measured from 4 to 32 measurement channels. The monitors
derive several different variables or parameters from each of
the measurement channels. For example, 8 EEG parameters
may be derived from each measurement channel, whereby the
total number of EEG parameters is between 32 and 256,
depending on the number of the measurement channels. In
addition, more EEG signals may be derived from the mea-
sured data by simple subtraction operations. For example, by
subtracting the EEG signals of two measurement channels a
new EEG signal representing the voltage difference between
two measurement points is obtained. This possibility may
vastly increase the amount of information obtained. The time
evolutions of the parameters are typically displayed in trend-
graphs, where time is displayed in the x-axis and the corre-
sponding parameter value in the y-axis. The time axis shown
is normally rather wide, between 2 and 48 hours.

Due to the limited size of the display of the monitor, all the
information acquired from a subject cannot be displayed to
the user at one time but the user must select the information to
be displayed at each time through the user interface of the
monitor. The information that is visible at one time on the
screen of the display is in this context termed a screen page.
The information that may be displayed to the user is thus
divided between a plurality of screen pages. One of the screen
pages is typically the default screen page and it includes
information that is regarded as the most vital in view of the
state of the subject. The default screen page is here termed the
primary screen page, while the other screen pages that may be
selected by the user are termed secondary screen pages. Vari-
ous trend-graphs are typically displayed on the secondary
screen pages and the user interface of the patient monitor is
provided with tools, such as a menu system and/or a switch
knob, for changing the screen page to be displayed at each
time.

Consequently, the user has to browse the screen pages to
find the information of his/her interest. The high amount of
information included in the trend-graphs may, however, delay
clinical decision-making, since the user has to browse several
screen pages and since the monitor cannot assist the user for
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speeding up the discovery of the information that may be
relevant at each time and before any limits of the alarming
fanctionality are exceeded.

This drawback is further aggravated by the fact that part of
the information related to the trend-graphs may be irrelevant,
because some parameters are useful only within a specific
etiology group of patients. Therefore, the user may have to
find the relevant information from among information that
may be more or less irrelevant. In addition, the selection of
relevant information is slowed down by the fact that some
parameters are affected only in rare occasions and remain
unchanged most of the time.

Patient monitors are typically also furnished with the
above-mentioned alarming functionality. Alarms are nor-
mally both audible and visual effects aiming to alert the
nursing staff to a life-threatening condition or to another
event considered vital. For example, a patient monitor alarms
if arterial blood oxygen saturation drops below 90%. In most
monitors, the alarm limits may be defined by the user, since
the limits typically depend on patient etiology, age, gender,
medication, and various other subjective factors. For
example, upper limits for heart rate, indicating tachycardia,
are higher in infants and children than in adults.

Various clinical decision support systems may also used to
assist the physicians and the nursing staff in clinical decision-
making. However, the use of fixed alarm limits or decision
support systems cannot assist a clinician in detecting the less
critical physiological changes and trends that may, in the
course of time, lead to a life-threatening condition or to
another vital change in the state of the patient. Furthermore,
clinical decision support systems are complex and expensive,
due to the embedded diagnostic intelligence.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The above-mentioned problems are addressed herein
which will be comprehended from the following specifica-
tion.

In an embodiment, a method for monitoring the physi-
ological state of a subject comprises acquiring a first plurality
of physiological signals from a subject, determining a second
plurality of signal parameters based on the first plurality of
physiological signals, and producing signal information com-
prising at least one type of signal information selected from a
group including (1) time series representative(s) for at least
one signal parameter of the second plurality of signal param-
eters and (2) signal waveform(s) of at least one of the first
plurality of physiological signals. The method further
includes selecting relevant signal information from the signal
information, displaying at least one screen page at a time,
thereby to make at least part of the signal information visible
to a user, and revising the signal information visible to the
user on the at least one screen page, wherein the revising is
performed in response to the selecting and without user inter-
action.

In another embodiment, an apparatus for monitoring the
physiological state of a subject comprises a parameter deter-
mination unit configured to determine a second plurality of
signal parameters from a first plurality of physiological sig-
nals acquired from the subject and a data processing unit
configured to produce signal information comprising at least
one type of signal information selected from a group includ-
ing (1) time series representative(s) for at least one signal
parameter of the second plurality of signal parameters and (2)
signal waveform(s) of at least one of the first plurality of
physiological signals. The apparatus further comprises a
selection unit configured to select relevant signal information
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from the signal information, a display unit configured to
display at least one screen page at a time to a user, thereby to
make at least part of the signal information visible to the user,
and a display control unit configured to revise, without user
interaction, the signal information visible to the user on the at
least one screen page, wherein the display control unit is
responsive to the selection unit.

In a still further embodiment, a computer program product
for monitoring the physiological state of a subject comprises
a first program product portion configured examine whether
any of a plurality of signal parameters derived from the sub-
ject is indicative of a relevant change in the state of the
subject, wherein each signal parameter is derived from at least
one physiological signal obtained from the subject and a
second program product portion, responsive to the first pro-
gram product portion, configured to revise, without user inter-
action, signal information currently visible to a user, wherein
the signal information comprises at least one type of infor-
mation selected from a group including (1) time series repre-
sentative(s) for at least one signal parameter of the plurality of
signal parameters and (2) signal waveform(s) of at least one of
a plurality of physiological signals obtained from the subject.

Various other features, objects, and advantages of the
invention will be made apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following detailed description and accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate two typical screen pages of a
patient monitor;

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating the selection of the
information for the primary screen page of a monitor;

FIG. 4 illustrates embodiments of the selection process of
FIG. 3;

FIG. 5. illustrates an example of the behaviour of three
different EEG parameters in case of a post cardiac arrest
patient;

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating an embodiment of the
selection process that may be used in connection with the
EEG parameters of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 illustrates an apparatus or system for monitoring a
subject; and

FIG. 8 illustrates the operational entities of the control and
processing unit of FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate two screen pages of a multi-page
patient monitor 10. As discussed above, in a multi-page moni-
tor the information that may be displayed to the user is nor-
mally divided between a plurality of screen pages including a
primary screen page displayed by default and multiple sec-
ondary screen pages that the user may select. FIG. 1 illustrates
an example of the primary screen page, while FIG. 2 illus-
trates an example of a secondary screen page. The primary
screen page typically presents waveforms 11 of a plurality of
physiological signals, such as ECG, EEG, oxygen saturation,
blood pressure, respiration, etc. The primary page typically
also includes, for each waveform, a numerical information
field 12 in which various information derived from each
waveform may be presented. The primary screen may further
include one or more mini-trend fields 13 each showing a
short-time trend-graph of a physiological parameter mea-
sured from the subject. The monitor further includes user
interface tools, such as a menu system 14 and/or a switch
knob 15, for changing the screen page to be displayed. The
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secondary screen pages typically include trend-graphs for the
different parameters defined in the monitor, which is why the
said pages are also called trend pages. Through the user
interface tools, the user may browse the trend-graphs derived
from the physiological signals and select the trend pages of
interest. FIG. 2 illustrates a secondary screen page including
three trend-graphs 21 provided with a common time scale.
The time scale typically covers a long time period, such as 2
to 48 hours. The trend pages thus show the waveform infor-
mation in a compressed and refined form.

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of a method for monitor-
ing a subject through a patient monitor. Generally, a plurality
of physiological signals are acquired from the subject, where
one physiological signal corresponds to one measurement
channel. The plurality of physiological signals may comprise
one or more signal types, wherein one signal type refers to the
physiological signals originating from one organ, such as
brain. Below, EEG signal data is used as an example of the
physiological signal data acquired from the subject and it is
thus assumed below that the monitor is fumnished with an
EEG monitoring capability providing a plurality of EEG
measurement channels. Based on the raw real-time EEG data
obtained from the subject, a set of EEG signal parameters is
determined for at least some of the measurement channels at
step 31. A signal parameter here refers to a variable calculated
from the waveform data of one or more of the physiological
signals acquired from the subject. If a signal parameter is
derived from more than one physiological signal, i.e. from
more than one measurement channel, the said physiological
signals are usually of the same signal type. Although a fixed
number of parameters may be determined for each measure-
ment channel, the number of signal parameters derived from
a measurement channel may also depend on the channel in
question. The total number of signal parameters derived from
the plurality physiological signals may thus vary depending
on the application.

Based on the latest signal parameters, the system deter-
mines the signal information that is currently relevant for the
user to view (step 32). Signal information here refers gener-
ally to the information comprising the raw signal waveforms
obtained from the subject and/or the time series of the signal
parameters derived from the waveform data. That is, either or
both the parameter trends and the signal waveforms may be
presented to the user. The parameter trends may be presented
in various forms, such as graphs, tables, or bar diagrams/
graphs. A general term “time series representative” is there-
fore used for all representations of the trend (i.e. time series)
of a signal parameter. It is assumed below that both types of
signal information may be presented to the user and that the
time series representatives of the signal parameters are in the
form of trend-graphs.

The process then compares the relevant signal information
with the signal information displayed currently to the user,
thereby to check whether the signal information visible at the
moment needs to be adjusted (step 33). If this is so, the visible
signal information is updated (step 34) to display the relevant
signal information, or part thereof, on the primary screen
page (step 35). Thus, the signal information that is deemed as
relevant at each time for the user to view is lifted to the
topmost screen page so that the said information becomes
visible to the user, if the said information is currently not
visible. The above process is continuous, i.e. the selection of
relevant signal information and the update of visible signal
information are carried out substantially continuously based
on the (real-time) time series of the signal parameters.

As discussed above, the number of parameters derived per
channel may vary and some parameters may be derived using
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information from two or more waveforms. Such parameters
may be indicative of coherence between two measurement
sites, for example. The use of coherence parameters is dis-
cussed below in connection with the embodiments of FIG. 4.

Ata certain point of time, the selection process, i.e. step 32,
may thus determine that one or more of the EEG parameters
or features defined in step 31 have changed so that the said
parameter(s) assume(s) the status of relevant signal informa-
tion. In response to this, the display is controlled, without user
interaction, so that the said information becomes visible to the
user. For example, the information displayed in one or more
of the mini-trend fields 13 of the primary screen page may be
changed so that the trend-graph(s) of the parameters that are
currently regarded as relevant become visible to the user. This
operation may be continuous so that the primary screen con-
tinuously displays the trend-graphs of the relevant parameters
in the mini-trend fields. A new primary screen page including
the trend-graphs of the said parameters may also be com-
posed and displayed temporarily, or the secondary screen
page that includes the relevant parameters may temporarily
be given the status ofthe primary screen page and may thus be
displayed temporarily. Furthermore, the system may decide
in step 32 that one or more new waveforms are to be presented
on the primary screen.

The automatic change of the visible signal information
may be associated with an alarm signal, such as an audio
alarm, and the default screen page may returned after user
acknowledgment, for example. The selection process may
also determine that none of the signal information is currently
relevant, in which case the primary screen page remains unal-
tered. The selection process may also detect that the signal
information considered as relevant is already visible to the
user. In this case, the primary screen page may be left unal-
tered or the appearance thereof may be changed. For example,
the order of the visible signal information on the screen may
be changed. The change of the user view is thus conditional.
The user view is changed if the signal information considered
as relevant is not displayed currently or if the said information
is not displayed in appropriate format.

The selection process 32 may further use subject-specific
patient data 36 to find the EEG parameters that will probably
be altered. This embodiment is useful particularly if a large
number of parameters are to be derived from the physiologi-
cal data. The patient data may include demographic data,
etiologic data, reasons for hospital admission, results from
medical (radiological, neurological, etc.) examinations, fam-
ily history, genetic data, allergies, etc. The patient data may be
retrieved automatically from clinical information system
databases, and the parameters that are determined in step 31
may depend on the said data. Furthermore, drug data 37 may
be utilized in the selection process. The drug data may be
retrieved automatically from devices controlling the admin-
istration of drugs, such as infusion pumps and/or valves con-
trolling the exhaled gas concentrations. The drug data may
also include the pharmacodynamic and pharmacokinetic
properties of the drugs administered. Other physiological
parameters may also be utilized in the selection process. For
example, heart rate and/or heart rate variability measured
from an ECG signal may be utilized in the identification of
epileptic activity and thus as indicators that guide in possible
selection of EEG parameters indicative of epileptiform activ-
ity. Alternatively, brain oxygen saturation measured by near-
infrared spectroscopy, for example, may be utilized as an aid
in the selection process.

By automatically adjusting or changing the signal infor-
mation visible to the user, the detection of a change in the state
of a subject, and thus also clinical decision-making, may be
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accelerated. Furthermore, the possibility of undetected
changes in the state of the subject may be reduced. Although
the actual adjusting or changing of the visible signal infor-
mation is automatic and occurs without user interaction, the
selection algorithm may be provided with user-definable
options that define the operation of the selection process.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment ofthe selection process of
FIG. 3. It is assumed here that N EEG channels are obtained
from the subject. For each channel, M signal parameters/
features are then derived (steps 41) for each consecutive time
window and the M parameters that are substantially concur-
rent are compared with each other (steps 42) or to predeter-
mined threshold values to find out whether any one or more of
the signal parameters indicate a significant change in the
status of the subject. Based on the comparisons, relevant
signal parameters are searched for at step 43. If at least one
new relevant parameter is found, i.e. if one or more of the
parameters indicate a significant change in the current status
of the subject, the selection process may further examine
whether the change is concentrated on a particular scalp area.
For this, the selection process may compare the relevant
parameters derived from matching channels of opposite
hemispheres (step 45), from channels of right hemisphere
(step 46), and from channels of left hemisphere (step 47), for
example. Based on the comparison, the process selects the
measurement channels on which the relevant parameters
show the most significant changes. The parameters of these
channels are then selected as the relevant signal information
and the trend-graphs of the said parameters are displayed on
the primary screen page (steps 48 and 49). Thus, in this case
the relevant signal information comprises relevant param-
eters from scalp areas in which the said parameters show the
most significant changes.

If no relevant parameter is found in step 44, the primary
screen page is left unaltered. In steps 45 to 48, the scalp area
with the most significant changes was searched for. However,
the localization of the most significant changes does not nec-
essarily require separate steps but the said areas may also be
determined by calculating correlation properties of the differ-
ent channels, for example. In this embodiment, steps 45 to 48
are thus omitted and several input channels are supplied to
each step 41, as is shown by dashed input arrows in the figure.
In each step 41, one or more signal parameters may be
derived, each signal parameter including inter-channel infor-
mation, such as coherence between measurement channels.
The signal parameters are then compared with each other to
find out the relevant parameters. For this, steps 42 and 43 may
be combined, so that desired signal parameters may be com-
pared with each other.

In EEG monitoring, a wide variety of changes may take
place in the raw EEG signal data obtained from the subject.
However, there are normally only one or at most a few optimal
parameters for the monitoring of each of these changes. For
example, in case of oxygen supply break, EEG amplitude
decreases and in case of epileptic activity specific waveforms
including spiky patterns will appear. Although there are opti-
mal parameters for both of these cases, these parameters are
more or less irrelevant information in other cases, such as
when monitoring the level of sedation/anesthesia or the
degree of metabolic encephalopathy, or in case of patients in
the so-called alpha-coma state. Consequently, the number of
parameters that may simultaneously be relevant for each sub-
ject is normally so low that the trend-graphs of the said
parameters may be presented on one screen page or in the
mini-trend fields of the primary screen page.

FIG. 5 illustrates an 8-hour EEG recording from a post
cardiac arrest patient, together with the trend-graphs of three
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EEG parameters. Generally, the state of a comatose patient
may be categorized into six different categories according to
the patterns present in the EEG waveform: delta/theta activ-
ity, triphasic waves, burst-suppression pattern (BSP), alpha/
theta/spindle coma, epileptiform activity, and amplitude
attenuation. Delta/theta activity is regarded as the least criti-
cal state and generally the criticality increases in the above
order, i.e. amplitude attenuation is normally the most critical
state. Typical transitions occur, for example, from delta/theta
activity to amplitude attenuation (hypoxic/ischemic brain
injuries) or to triphasic waves (hepatic encephalopathy) when
the state of the patient takes a turn for the worse. The three
lowermost epochs of FIG. 5 illustrate, respectively, three
parameters that may be used to detect the above transitions:
burst-suppression ratio (BSR) shown in the middle of the
figure, peak-to-peak RMS amplitude (PPA) shown in the
second graph from the bottom), and relative band power
(RBP) shown inthe lowermost graph. The peak-to-peak RMS
amplitude is calculated by taking the RMS (root mean square)
of all absolute differences between adjacent positive and
negative peaks over a segment of data. The relative power is
derived from a frequency band of 3 Hz to 4.8 Hz. The BSR
may be used to discriminate the BSP state from the other
states, the PPA may be used to detect a transition from delta/
theta activity to amplitude attenuation, and the RBP may be
used to detect a transition from delta/theta activity to triphasic
waves or to epileptiform activity. The dashed horizontal lines
51 shown in the figure are threshold values set for the param-
eters. Zero may be used as the threshold value for the BSR.
When the threshold is significantly passed to either side, the
parameter indicates a probable change in the EEG classifica-
tion.

The selection criteria used to select the relevant signal
information in steps 32 and 43 may thus be based on prede-
termined threshold values 51 for the parameters, which need
to be exceeded or underset before a parameter is regarded as
arelevant parameter. Short-time fluctuations of the parameter
values may be filtered out to prevent the relevant signal infor-
mation from changing in an instable manner. The selection
criteria may utilize simple binary logic as described above.
However, in an advanced form the selection criteria may also
utilize other logic types, such as fuzzy logic or Bayesian
logic. In fuzzy logic, the decision is not based on precise
TRUE (1) and FALSE (0) statements as in binary logic, but on
class membership values which are between 0 and 1. Alter-
natively, or in addition, the selection criteria may be based on
the variability and/or dynamic range of an EEG parameter
over a certain time period.

FIG. 6 illustrates a further example of the selection process.
In steps 60 and 61, M parameters are derived for each mea-
surement channel. It is assumed here that the parameters
include the three parameters of FIG. 5 and that the same
patient is in question. In this case, the subject-specific patient
data 36 would therefore indicate that the risks related to the
subject include hypoxia/ischemia and epileptiform activity,
as is shown in the top right corner of FIG. 6. Based on the
patient data and the said risks, a list of optimal parameters
may be searched for. In this case the list would thus include
the parameters shown in FIG. 5, i.e. PPA, BSR, and RBP. In
steps 62 and 63, the parameters derived from the EEG raw
data are compared with their respective thresholds and the
relevant parameters are selected based on the comparisons
made. In case of FIG. 5, the comparisons made before time
instant 50 would indicate that BSR remains predominantly at
zero (no burst suppression patterns), that PPA remains pre-
dominantly below the respective threshold (i.e. amplitude
attenuation is present), and that RBP remains predominantly
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above the respective threshold (i.e. epileptiform activity is
present). Therefore, PPA and RBP would be chosen as rel-
evant parameters in step 63, while BSR would not be regarded
as a relevant parameter. However, after time instant 50 the
same comparisons indicate mostly that BSR is above the
threshold (burst-suppression patterns present), that PPA is
near the threshold, and that RBP remains predominantly
above the respective threshold. Therefore, BSR and RBP
would be chosen as relevant parameters, while PPA would not
be regarded as a relevant parameter anymore, despite the
moderate attenuation indicated by PPA. If fuzzy logic is
applied to this example, EEG signal burst-suppression and
epileptiform activity class membership values are close to 1
after time instant 50, whereas amplitude attenuation class
membership value is close to 0.5. Therefore, BSR and RBP
are again selected as relevant parameters.

If it is detected at step 65 that the relevant parameters have
changed, the selection process may check at step 66 if the new
relevant parameters are consistent with the optimal param-
eters selected in step 64 based on the patient data. If this is the
case, the information to be displayed is changed by present-
ing, for example, the trend-graphs of the relevant parameters
on the primary screen page (step 68). The check may simply
include a comparison whether the relevant parameters belong
to the group of optimal parameters selected in step 64. If
consistency is not found, the process may repeat the selection
one or more times until consistency is found (steps 63, 65, 66,
and 67). If consistency is not found after a predetermined
number of selection steps, the trend-graphs may still be dis-
played (step 68) for at least those parameters that belong to
the group of optimal parameters. If relevant parameters are
not found or if the relevant parameters have not changed, the
primary screen page is left unaltered.

FIG. 7 illustrates one embodiment of a monitoring appa-
ratus 70 for monitoring a subject 100. As discussed above, the
type of the physiological signal data measured from the sub-
ject may vary, and may be, for example, FEG data. The
measured physiological signals are supplied to a control and
processing unit 72 through an input amplifier 71. The control
and processing unit converts the signals into digitized format
for each measurement channel. The digitized signal data may
then be stored in the memory 73 of the control and processing
unit. The digitized signal data may be utilized by a parameter
algorithm 74 adapted to record, when executed by the control
and processing unit, the time series of each parameter for each
measurement channel. The time series of the parameters may
be stored in memory 73.

The control and processing unit is further provided with a
selection algorithm 75 adapted to select, when executed by
the control and processing unit, the relevant signal informa-
tion for the primary screen page of the monitor. The control
and processing unit is further configured to control the dis-
play unit 76 of the monitor based on the selections made by
the selection algorithm. As discussed above, this may involve
changing the information content of the primary screen page,
changing the screen page visible to the user, composing a new
page to be displayed to the user, or adjusting the appearance
of the visible signal information. The display control algo-
rithm 77 may be stored in the memory of the control and
processing unit.

It is assumed above that the monitoring apparatus com-
prises only one display screen. However, the apparatus may
also be provided with multiple display units, thereby to
increase the amount of information that may be displayed at
one time. Consequently, the number of default screen pages
may be higher than one. For example, the apparatus may have
two display screens, as display screens 76 and 78 in FIG. 7,
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one displaying the first primary screen page and another
displaying the second primary screen page. The first primary
screen page may include waveforms for a plurality of physi-
ological signals, while the second primary page may include
one or more trend-graphs, for example. In response to a
change of the relevant signal information, the multiple dis-
play units may display new waveforms and/or trend-graphs,
or adjust the appearance of the signal information currently
visible. The corresponding change in the status of the subject
may also be presented on more than one screen pages. For
example, the first primary screen page may present the trend
of arelevant parameter in one or more of its mini-trend fields,
while the secondary screen page may present the trend of the
same parameter using a wider time scale, for example. That is,
the update of the visible signal information may concern
several display units.

Regardless of the number of display units, the control and
processing unit, which is adapted to execute the above-de-
scribed algorithms, may be seen as an entity of three opera-
tional modules or units, as is illustrated in FIG. 8: a parameter
determination unit 81 configured to determine the time series
of the parameters/features for the measurement channels, a
selection unit 82 configured to select the relevant signal infor-
mation from among the signal information produced, and a
display control unit 83 configured to revise or adjust the
signal information visible to the user based on the relevant
signal information and without user interaction. The display
control unit may drive multiple display units and user prefer-
ences may affect the operation of each unit.

A conventional patient monitor may be upgraded to enable
the monitor to control the signal information visible to the
user on the primary screen page. Such an upgrade may be
implemented, for example, by delivering to the monitor a
software module that enables the monitor to select the rel-
evant signal information and to change the signal information
to be displayed to the user. The software module may be
delivered, for example, on a data carrier, such as a CD or a
memory card, or the through a telecommunications network.
Since the software module may utilize the signal parameters
determined by the monitor, the module does not necessarily
comprise more than two portions: a first program product
portion configured examine whether any of the said signal
parameters is indicative of a relevant change in the state of the
subject and a second program product portion, responsive to
the first program product portion, configured to adjust or
revise the signal information currently visible to the user.
However, the software module may also determine one or
more of the signal parameters/features, especially if all signal
parameters are not available in the monitor.

The monitor may also be a single page monitor in which
some of'the signal information is made visible only if the said
information is considered as relevant signal information. Fur-
ther, the signal information produced for the display unit(s)
may also comprise the time series of the signal parameters
only. That is, the monitor may display trend-graphs only, not
waveforms of the physiological signals. Similarly, it is pos-
sible that the monitor does not display parameter trend-
graphs, but signal waveforms only. However, even though the
parameter trend-graphs are not presented, the signal param-
eters need to be derived from the waveform data, since the
revising of the visible waveforms is based on the parameters.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to make and use the invention. The
patentable scope of the invention is defined by the claims, and
may include other examples that occur to those skilled in the
art. Such other examples are intended to be within the scope
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of the claims if they have structural or operational elements
that do not differ from the literal language of the claims, or if
they have structural or operational elements with insubstan-
tial differences from the literal language of the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for monitoring the physiological state of a
subject, the method comprising:

acquiring EEG signals from a subject, wherein a first plu-

rality of EEG signals are acquired from a left hemi-
sphere and a second plurality of EEG signals are
acquired from a right hemisphere;

determining a third plurality of EEG signal parameters and

a fourth plurality of EEG signal parameters, wherein the
third plurality of EEG signal parameters are based on the
first plurality of EEG signals and the fourth plurality of
EEG signal parameters are based on the second plurality
of EEG signals;

producing signal information comprising at least one type

of signal information selected from a group including
(1) time series representatives for each of the third plu-
rality of EEG signal parameters and for each of the
fourth plurality of EEG signal parameters; and (2) signal
waveforms of the first plurality of EEG signals and of the
second plurality of EEG signals;

selecting relevant signal information from the signal infor-

mation by comparing the third plurality of EEG signal
parameters with each other and by comparing the fourth
plurality of EEG signal parameters with each other,
wherein at least one EEG signal parameter is selected as
the relevant signal information, wherein the selected at
least one EEG signal parameter belongs to the third
plurality of EEG signal parameters or to the fourth plu-
rality of EEG signal parameters;

defining a set of optimal parameters from the third plurality

of EEG signal parameters and from the fourth plurality
of EEG signal parameters based on subject-specific
patient data;

examining whether the set of optimal parameters is con-

sistent with the at least one EEG signal parameter
selected as the relevant signal information;

displaying a primary screen page, thereby to make at least

part of the signal information visible to a user; and
revising the signal information visible to the user on the
primary screen page to display the selected relevant
signal information, wherein the revising is performed in
response to the examining and without user interaction.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the revising
includes changing at least one time series currently visible to
the user.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the revising
includes making at least one signal waveform visible to the
user.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the revising
includes changing the primary screen page currently dis-
played.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the selecting
includes comparing at least some of the third plurality of EEG
signal parameters and at least some of the fourth plurality of
EEG signal parameters with predetermined threshold values.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the revising
includes changing appearance of the signal information cur-
rently visible to the user on the primary screen page.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the selecting
further includes selecting relevant signal information by com-
paring the third plurality of EEG signal parameters and the
fourth plurality of EEG signal parameters with each other.
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8. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the determining includes determining a fifth plurality of
EEG signal parameters based on EEG signals of a par-
ticular area of the left hemisphere and the right hemi-
sphere;

the producing includes producing signal information com-
prising time series representatives for each of the fifth
plurality of EEG signal parameters; and

the selecting includes selecting relevant signal information
by comparing the third plurality of EEG signal param-
eters, the fourth plurality of EEG signal parameters and
the fifth plurality of EEG signal parameters with each
other.

9. A monitoring device for monitoring the physiological

state of a subject, the monitoring device comprising;

a parameter determination unit configured to determine a
third plurality of EEG signal parameters from a first
plurality of EEG signals acquired from a left hemisphere
of a subject and a fourth plurality of EEG signal from a
second plurality of EEG signals acquired from a right
hemisphere of the subject;

a data processing unit configured to produce signal infor-
mation comprising at least one type of signal informa-
tion selected form a group including (1) time series
representative for each of the third plurality of EEG
signal parameters and for each of the fourth plurality of
EEG signal parameters; and (2) signal waveforms of the
first plurality of EEG signals and of the second plurality
of EEG signals;

a selection unit configured to select relevant signal infor-
mation from the signal information by comparing the
third plurality of EEG signal parameters with each other
and by comparing the fourth plurality of EEG signal
parameters with each other,

wherein the selection unit is further configured to select at
least one EEG signal parameter as the relevant signal
information,

wherein at least one EEG signal parameter belongs to the
third plurality of EEG signal parameters or the fourth
plurality of EEG signal parameters;

wherein the selection unit is further configured to define a
set of optimal parameters from the third plurality of EEG
signal parameters and from the fourth plurality of EEG
signal parameters based on subject-specific patient data
and to examine whether the set of optimal parameters is
consistent with the at least one EEG signal parameter
selected as the relevant signal information;

a display control unit configured to revise, without user
interaction, the signal information visible to the user on
the primary screen page,

wherein the display control unit is responsive to the selec-
tion unit.

10. The monitoring device according to claim 9, wherein

the display control unit is configured to change at least one
time series currently visible to the user.
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11. The monitoring device according to claim 9, wherein
the display control unit is configured to change the primary
screen page currently displayed.

12. The monitoring device according to claim 9, wherein
the selection unit is configured to compare at least some of the
third plurality of EEG signal parameters and at least some of
the fourth plurality of EEG signal parameters with predeter-
mined threshold values.

13. The monitoring device according to claim 9, wherein
the display control unit is configured to change appearance of
the signal information currently visible to the user on the
primary screen page.

14. A non-transitory computer program product for moni-
toring the physiological state of a subject, the computer pro-
gram product comprising;

a first program product portion configured to define a set of
optimal parameters from a third plurality of EEG signal
parameters and from a fourth plurality of EEG signal
parameters based on subject-specific patient data,
wherein the third plurality of EEG signal parameters are
derived from a first plurality of EEG signals obtained
from a left hemisphere of the subject and the fourth
plurality of EEG signal parameters are derived from a
second plurality of EEG signals obtained from a right
hemisphere of the subject;

a second program product portion responsive to the first
program product portion, configured to examine
whether any of the set of optimal parameters from the
third plurality of EEG signal parameters or any of the set
of optimal parameters from the fourth plurality of EEG
signal parameters are indicative of a relevant change in
the state of the subject, wherein the third plurality of
EEG signal parameters are derived from a first plurality
of EEG signals obtained from a left hemisphere of the
subject and the fourth plurality of EEG signal param-
eters are derived from a second plurality of EEG signals
obtained from a right hemisphere of the subject; and

a third program product portion, responsive to the second
program product portion, configured to revise, without
user interaction, signal information currently visible to a
user, wherein the signal information comprises at least
one type of information selected from a group including
(1) time series representatives for each of the set of
optimal parameters from the third plurality of EEG sig-
nal parameters and for each of the set of optimal param-
eters from the fourth plurality of EEG signal parameters;
and (2) signal waveforms of the first plurality of EEG
signals and of the second plurality of EEG signals
obtained from the subject.

15. The non-transitory computer program product accord-
ing to claim 14, further comprising a fourth program product
portion configured to determine at least some of the third
plurality of EEG signal parameters from the first plurality of
EEG signals and at least some of the fourth plurality of EEG
signal parameters from the second plurality of EEG signals.
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