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1
ASSAY DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a disposable assay device config-
ured to assay one or more samples, and configured for trans-
mitting assay data or information to a remote receiving sys-
tem.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

International patent application WO 95/33996, of Zwan-
ziger et. al., discloses a home test kit for use in testing for a
disease or a physiological condition, with telephone verifica-
tion of test results. The known home test kit facilitates the
delivery of any necessary counseling as a result of the out-
come of a test. During use, an individual can obtain a sample
of physiological fluid from him or herself. The sample can be
introduced into an assay device to produce a coded pattern
indicative of the presence or absence of the disease. The
individual can transmit the coded pattern to a remote location
for interpretation, for example by telephone. Then, the indi-
vidual can receive, from the remote location, an interpretation
of the coded pattern together with any counseling which may
be appropriate in view of the interpretation of the coded
pattern. In this way, the remote location has to be used for
interpretation of the test.

Also, from EP972196B1 a different assessment device is
known, where a recording part is detachable from an assay
part. This known device is provided with a test-ready indica-
tor. The results of the assay are also not directly available to
the user.

A problem is to provide reliable assay results. For example,
in case a large number of persons is to be assayed by a large
number of assay devices, it is important that a respective,
large number of assay results is sufficiently reliable to deter-
mine who is likely to have certain conditions being tested for
(such as certain diseases or physiological conditions).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention aims to provide an improved assay
device.

According to an embodiment, the assay device is charac-
terized in that the device is provided with one or more assay
context sensors configured to monitor one or more assay
context factors.

In this way, assay results can be made more reliable in a
relatively simple manner.

A basic idea behind the invention is to improve the accu-
racy/correctness of the measurement(s) by providing the
assay device with one or more context sensors, for example at
least a degradation monitor comprising a timer, or one or
more different context sensors. For example, a context sensor
can include a temperature sensor and/or a user condition
Sensor.

Besides, for example, in an embodiment, the device can be
provided with one or more degradable assaying substances,
the degradation of which is time-dependent, and a monitoring
unit to monitor degradation of the one or more degradable
assaying substances, wherein the monitoring unit is provided
with a timer to time at least one degradation period of the one
or more degradable substances.

Timing results, provided by the timer, can be used in vari-
ous different ways to improve assaying results, as will be
explained below. For example, a timed degradation of a sub-
stance can be used to determine whether or not a respective
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assay result is still sufficiently reliable. Also, the amount of
degradation, detected via the timing of the degradation, can
be used in calibrating or recalculating a respective assay
result. Besides, the degradation monitor can be used to warn
a user that the respective assay device is not suitable anymore
to assay a sample, for example in the case that a certain
maximum allowable degradation of a mentioned substance,
or the reaching and/or passing of an expiration date, has been
detected.

According to a further advantageous embodiment, the
monitoring unit can be configured to use a detected degrada-
tion of the at least one degradable substance to correct an
assay result obtained with the at least one degradable sub-
stance, particularly such that the corrected assay result is the
result that would have been obtained if no degradation had
taken place.

Degradation of the one or more degradable substances can
take place in various ways. Forexample, degradation can start
right after a device has been manufactured, and/or after the
device has been sent to an individual for screening purposes.
In that case, the device is provided with one or more degrad-
ing substances.

Also, in an embodiment, the degradation can start, or sig-
nificantly increase, after activation of the device by the user.

Besides, in case the device comprises one or more degrad-
ing substances after its manufacture and/or after its sending or
handing out, the degradation can change after the activation
ofthe device. As an example, the activation can involve bring-
ing the one or more degradable substances from a first state,
wherein the substances are separated from air, to a second
state wherein the substances are in contact with air to receive
a sample.

Particularly, the one or more degradable substances are
involved in the assaying of the one or more samples to be
carried out by the device. For example, a degradable sub-
stance can include at least one of the following: a substance
which s responsive to a specific analyte to be searched, one or
more suitable enzymes, antibodies, binders or binding agents,
a labeling substance, and/or micro-organisms and/or other
suitable substances, as will be appreciated by the skilled
person.

Inanembodiment, the assay device can be provided with or
connected to a memory unit, to store detected context data.
For example, a memory unit wherein degradation informa-
tion regarding degradation of the one or more degradable
substances can be stored. Also, degradation information can
at least comprise an expiration date, on which date the degrad-
ing of the one or more degradable substances has reached
and/or passed a predetermined degradation threshold. The
degradation information can also at least comprise a manu-
facturing date that relates to the manufacturing of the device
and/or to sending the deviceto a desired user. The degradation
information can comprise at least one predetermined degra-
dation pattern of the substance degrading over time, or is
configured to provide such a pattern.

According to an embodiment, there is provided a dispos-
able assay device, configured to assay one or more samples
and to provide at least one assay result relating to the assaying
of the one or more samples, for example configured for trans-
mitting assay data or information to a remote receiving sys-
tem, preferably without disclosing the assay result to a user of
the device, wherein the assay device is provided with at least
one user condition sensor configured to detect at least one
physical condition of a user of the device.

For example, in certain cases, the user condition sensor can
determine or influence the accuracy of the measurement. As a
non-limiting example, in the case that the assay device is
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configured to carry out a blood glucose test (for example the
Fasting Plasma Glucose Test), it may be important that the
person who’s blood is to be tested is in a resting state. In that
case, the user condition sensor can be configured to determine
whether the user is in the desired resting state, before the
device allows the test to be performed. The user condition
sensor can be configured in various ways, and can comprise a
personal activity sensor (for example having an acceleration
sensor), a heart rate sensor, and/or one or more other types of
user condition sensors.

Also, in an embodiment, the device can comprise a tem-
perature sensor to measure the temperature of the environ-
ment of the device, wherein the device is configured to allow
the assaying of a sample only after a temperature detected by
the temperature sensor is within a predetermined temperature
range, and/or to disallow the assaying of a sample in case the
detected temperature is not in a predetermined temperature
range. The temperature sensor can be used in combination
with an above-mentioned user condition sensor, however, this
is not essential since the temperature sensor can also be
applied by itself in the assay device.

In an embodiment, there is provided a disposable assay
device, configured to assay at least a first sample and to
provide at least one assay result relating to the assaying of the
sample, and configured for transmitting assay data or infor-
mation to a remote receiving system, for example without
disclosing the assay result to a user of the device, wherein the
device comprises:

at least one testing unit to carry out the assaying of the
sample, the testing unit being configured to provide a testing
signal during at least part of a first time period, when the
device has not received the first sample, and during at least
part of a second time period when the device has received the
first sample; and

amemory unit;
the device being configured to store the testing signal, or
information regarding the testing signal, both during the first
and second time period, in the memory unit, and the device
preferably being configured to store the testing signal in com-
bination with a respective testing signal generation time.

Herein, a testing unit (for example, a sample application
well) of the device can be part of an assay context sensor, or
provide an assay context sensor. Thus, the testing unit not
only carries out assaying of a saniple but can also provide
assay context information. For example, in this way, certain
errors, for example due to contamination of the testing unit,
can be detected in a simple manner after the test has been
completed. For example, in this way, unexpected changes in
the testing signal before a sample has been applied to the
device, can be stored in the memory unit in order to be
evaluated and detected after a subsequent processing of the
results, for example in a remote processing facility. As an
example, a testing signal can be stored continuously in the
memory unit, or at predetermined time intervals, in a time
period between an activation of the assay device and a time of
application of a sample to the device. The testing signal may
be stored as such. Also, testing signal-related information can
be stored, for example a coded testing signal, a compressed
testing signal and/or information or data derived from the
testing signal.

Also, an embodiment provides an assay system comprising
at least one device according to the invention, and at least one
receiving system which is configured to receive assay data or
information, the assay data or information relating to, being
based on and/or comprising one or more assay results of the
assay devices and/or comprising information that the assay-
ing has failed.
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In this way, the assaying of large groups of individuals can
be performed in an economical, reliable manner.

Besides, an embodiment provides the use of at least one
device according to the invention to assay at least one sample,
for example a blood sample, of a user of the device.

Also, according to an embodiment there is provided an
assay method, comprising:

providing at least one disposable assay device, the device
being configured to assay one or more samples and to provide
at least one assay result relating to the assaying of the one or
more samples, preferably without disclosing the assay result
to a user of the device, wherein the device is provided with
one or more degradable assaying substances which take part
in the assaying of the one or more samples, the degradation of
the one or more degradable substances being time-dependent;

monitoring degradation of the one or more degradable
assaying substances; and

allowing use of the device only in case a monitored degra-
dation of the one or more degradable assaying substances has
not reached and/or passed a predetermined degradation
threshold.

Besides, an embodiment provides an assay method com-
prising:

providing at least one disposable assay device, the device
being configured to assay one or more samples and to provide
at least one assay result relating to the assaying of the one or
more samples, preferably without disclosing the assay result
to a user of the device;

a user carrying the device; and

detecting and/or monitoring at least one physical condition
ofthe user carrying the device, before the device is used or can
be used to assay one or more samples.

According to an embodiment, there is provided an assay
method comprising:

providing at least one disposable assay device, configured
to assay at least a first sample and to provide at least one assay
result relating to the assaying of the sample, preferably with-
out disclosing the assay result to a user of the device, wherein
the device comprises at least one testing unit to carry out the
assaying of the sample;

the generation of a testing signal by the testing unit during
at least part of a first time period, when the device has not
received the first sample, the resulting testing signal, or infor-
mation relating to that signal, being stored, preferably, in
combination with a respective time;

applying a sample to the device, so that the sample can be
tested by the testing unit; and

the generation of a testing signal by the testing unit during
at least part of a second time period, when the device has
received the first sample, the resulting testing signal, or infor-
mation relating to that signal, also being stored, preferably, in
combination with a respective time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further advantageous embodiments of the invention are
described in the dependent claims. These and other aspects of
the invention will be apparent from and elucidated with ref-
erence to the embodiments described hereafter.

FIG. 1 schematically shows a first embodiment of an assay
device according to the invention;

FIG. 2 shows an alternative embodiment of an assay
device;

FIG. 3 shows a graph indicating a measured assay result
versus time;

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of an assay method;
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FIG. 5 shows the use of an embodiment, during a user
condition measuring period; and
FIG. 6 shows a flow chart of another assay method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the present application, similar or corresponding fea-
tures are indicated by similar or corresponding reference
signs.

There are 20.8 million people in the United States, or 7% of
the population, who have diabetes. While an estimated 14.6
million have been diagnosed with diabetes, 6.2 million people
(or nearly one-third) are unaware that they have the disease.

Today, in order to determine whether or not a person has
pre-diabetes or diabetes, health care providers conduct a Fast-
ing Plasma Glucose Test (FPG) or an Oral Glucose Tolerance
Test (OGTT). Either test can be used to diagnose pre-diabetes
or diabetes.

Instead of the person having to go to the care provider, the
person may perform the testat home. For example, the person
may put a blood sample on a device that is capable of con-
ducting a glucose test.

For a number of medical measurement protocols, it is nec-
essary to perform a sequence of measurements instead of only
one measurement. While it is known in the art to include
multiple application wells on an assay part of an assay device,
the existing technology is not suitable for measurement pro-
tocols that require significant amounts of time to pass
between each measurement. For example, to have a better-
quality assessment it can be beneficial to repeat the measure-
ment for 3 consecutive days. In a known device (see
EP972196B1), the assay part can only be detached at the end
of this period. During this period there is the risk of bio-
contamination, as the first application well contains bioma-
terial after the first assaying step. For example, this risk can be
avoided by independently removable application wells w, as
can be seen from embodiments shown in FIGS. 1-2. Besides,
assay results provided by a known device can be unreliable
for various reasons; also, various errors in the assay results
can be hard to detect after the assaying has been completed.

FIG. 1 schematically shows an embodiment of adisposable
assay device 1. The device shown in FIG. 1 comprises two
sample application areas w. Alternatively, for example the
device 1 can comprise one sample application area, or more
than two sample application areas.

For example, the device 1 comprises a carrier or substrate
having two first carrier parts 3, 5 with respective sample
receiving areas w (for example application wells w) for
receiving samples to be tested, and having a second carrier
part 9 comprising a memory device 10 configured to store
assay results relating to tested samples. The carrier 3, 5,9 can
be made of various materials, for example a suitable paper or
paper-like material, plastic and/or other materials. Also, the
first carrier parts 3, 5 may be independently removable (i.e.
independent with respect to each other) from the second
carrier part 9, to independently remove the respective appli-
cation wells w from the second carrier part 9.

Advantageously, the assay device 1 is configured for trans-
mitting assay data or information to a remote receiving sys-
tem 30. For example, the device 1 can be configured to store
the assay results without disclosing the results to a user of the
device 1 (herein, a user of the device 1 is generally a person
who, during use of the device 1 to assay one or more samples,
applies an above-mentioned sample to an application well w
ofthe device 1). The assay device 1 can be configured to assay
one or more samples and to provide at least one assay result
based on the assaying of the one or more samples.
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For example, the device 1 can be used to assay individual
users of an assay system, for screening purposes. Individuals
to be tested by the device 1 can be human individuals. How-
ever, alternatively, the devices can be configured to assay
animals or vegetation.

Besides, assays to be conducted with the device 1 may
involve screening of certain other areas or locations, for
example screening of environments (air, water, soil, etc.) for
contamination, certain substances and/or organisms.

The assay device 1 can be configured to detect various
types of analytes. For example, analytes to be determined
may include glucose, pregnancy related analytes, cholesterol,
drugs, biotoxins, diseases, cardiac markers, chemicals, hor-
mones, proteins, and/or other analytes. Other analytes may
include certain substances, toxic matter, environmental con-
tamination and/or different analytes.

The assay device 1 can be configured to assay various types
of samples, for example samples of blood, body fluid, saliva,
urine, plasma, serum and/or other sample types, as will be
clear to the skilled person. Also, the different application
wells w can be used to receive different samples, for example
in a predetermined sequence and/or after predetermined time
periods. Alternatively, different application wells w of the
device can be used to receive parts of the same sample, if
desired.

Besides, advantageously, the assay device 1 is portable,
lightweight, and compact, for example having a relatively flat
credit card format, or sheet-like configuration. For example,
the assay device 1 can be configured so as to be sent to users
in a simple envelope or package, or by or as part of a letter, by
regular mail.

The assay device 1 can be configured in various ways to
conduct an assay on a sample, as will be clear to the skilled
person. For example, the assay device 1 can be provided with
one or more substances, for example one or more suitable
enzymes, antibodies, binders or binding agents, a labeling
substance, and/or microorganisms, which can be responsive
to a specific analyte to be searched for. In particular, one or
more of these substances can be degradable over time, for
example in case a substance is self-degrading, or degradable
by contact with an environment of the device and/or with air.
An analyte and/or analyte-dependent modifications can be
detected, for example, optically, electrochemically, by elec-
trical resistance measurement, and/or in a different way, by
the assay device 1. Testing of the analyte can be conducted,
for example, at the respective sample-receiving areas (or
sample wells) w, or at other locations of the assay device.
Such sample-receiving areas w can also be called testing
units, or can be part of testing units, wherein a testing unit w
can be configured to provide a testing signal. In a further
embodiment, for example, a testing unit w can provide a
testing signal during at least part of a first time period, when
the testing unit w has not received a sample, and during at
least part of a second time period which starts substantially
from the moment that the testing unit w has received a sample.
This will be explained below with reference to FIG. 3. Alter-
natively, a testing unit w can be configured to provide a testing
signal only after having received a sample. For example, a
testing unit or sample-receiving well w of the device 1 can be
provided with at least one degradable substance which is
responsive to a specific analyte to be searched for, in which
case the mentioned testing signal can be dependent on the
amount and/or condition of the at least one degradable sub-
stance.

In the present embodiment, the first and/or second carrier
parts comprise microelectronics configured to assay the
samples, provide respective test results and store the results in
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the memory 10. To this aim, for example, the microelectron-
ics can cooperate with and/or be electrically connected to the
mentioned sample-receiving wells w in a suitable manner, to
carry out the assaying of the samples, as will be clear to the
skilled person. Preferably, the second carrier part 9 is pro-
vided with a major part (for example more than 50% and
particularly at least 90%) of the microelectronics, for
example with substantially all of the microelectronics. The
testing can be controlled, for example, by asuitable controller
8 ofthe device. In a more detailed analysis of the architecture
of the device, it can comprise a controller 8, connected to an
A/D convertor through a digital connect, that is connected
through one or more analog connects 18 to application wells
w. Preferably, the A/D convertor is provided on the second
carrier part 9, for example integrated with the controller 8, for
cost saving and to reuse the A/D convertor for multiple appli-
cation wells, and recycle it.

A mentioned test result which is stored in the memory
device 10 can include various types of results, for example a
numerical value, a plurality or an array of numerical values, or
a test result graph (see FIG. 3), or a true-false value (or
“positive-negative”, 0-1, True-False) relating to a success-
fully conducted sample assaying. On the other hand, in case
an assay is inconclusive or fails—such as due to a device
failure, a test result can be “assay inconclusive”, “assay
failed”, “device failure” or a similar result.

In a further embodiment, the carrier can be provided with a
low-cost write-once display, configured to subsequently pro-
vide operating steps to be taken by a user of the device 1,
during use. Besides, in an embodiment, the device can be
provided with a user interface, preferably comprising mul-
tiple-choice buttons. Further, the carrier can advantageously
be provided with a user guide configured to guide a user in the
applying of samples to the first carrier parts, wherein the user
guide preferably is arranged to indicate a predetermined
sequence of use of the first carrier parts. For example, the user
guide can be provided in printing, or via audiovisual means
such as an optional display 38 and/or loudspeaker 35 of the
device (see FIG. 2) that is/are controllable by the controller 8.

Each sample-receiving area w can be provided to receive a
respective sample. Detection areas can be provided for testing
the samples that have been received at the receiving area 3
during use. The first carrier parts 3, 5 and/or second carrier
part 9 can be provided with such detection areas. For example,
an assay device 1 can comprise a plurality of sample-receiv-
ing areas w and one respective detection area, the detection
area for example being located on the second carrier part 9.
Alternatively, on/in the assay device 1, one sample-receiving
area w can be associated with several respective detection
areas, for example to assay one sample, received on that
receiving area w, for different analytes. Besides, an assay
device 1 can comprise several sample receiving areas and
several respective detection areas, to test several samples. For
example, sample-receiving areas w and detection areas can be
integrated with each other, or be spaced-apart from each
other. In the latter case, for example, sample conductors can
be provided, for example capillary channels, to conduct one
or more samples, or parts thereof, from one or more receiving
areas w to one or more detection areas, for example using
capillary action, gravity, or in a different manner. Besides, for
example, the assay device can be manipulated, for example
via folding or bending, to bring a sample-receiving area into
contact with a detection area. Each assay device 1 can also be
configured in a different manner.

In an embodiment, as an example, the two first carrier parts
3, 5 can be configured to carry out the same assay test, par-
ticularly to test a sample for the same analyte. Alternatively,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

the first carrier parts 3, 5 can be configured to carry out
different assay tests, particularly to test samples for different
analytes.

Also, each of the assay devices 1 can be configured to
provide at least one assay result based on the assaying of the
one or more samples. The mentioned controller 8 of the
device 1, for example a microelectronic processor or CPU
(Central Processing Unit) 8, can be configured to control and
process the assaying of samples, which are received at the
receiving areas w. In this case, the memory 10 is controllable
by the controller or processor 8 to store the test results. As an
example, the controller 8 and memory 10 can be integrated
with each other, or can be separate components. Also, for
example, the embodiment of FIG. 1 can comprise a so-called
lab-on-a-chip system, and, for example, the controller 8 can
comprise a lab-on-chip processor which can at least partly
include a mentioned detection area.

Besides, the assay device can be provided with a test result
transmitter 19 configured to transmit a test result to an exter-
nal test result receiver 16. Herein, for example, data transmis-
sion between transmitter 19 and receiver 16 (which data
transmission is schematically indicated by a dashed line D2)
can take place via suitable wiring and/or wirelessly, for
example using electric, electromagnetic and/or optical sig-
nals, a network interface or digital output, or differently.

Advantageously, the memory 10 can be read by an external
memory-reading device 15 for obtaining the test result from
the assay device 1. For example, data transmission between
the memory 10 and reading device 15 (schematically indi-
cated by a dashed line D1) can take place via suitable wiring
and/or wirelessly, for example using electric, electromagnetic
and/or optical signals, a mentioned test result transmitter 19,
or differently.

A mentioned external test result receiver 16 and memory
reader 15 can be configured in various ways, and can include
a dedicated docking station for docking the assay device 1C,
a computer, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a mobile
phone, and/or can be part of a remote receiving system 30
(schematically depicted in FIG. 1) and/or can be configured
differently. For example, in an embodiment, the external test
result receiver 16 and memory reader 15 can be integrated
with each other.

Components of the assay device 1 can be powered in vari-
ous ways, for example by a solar cell, a battery, by charging,
by inductance, by self-powering or capillary action, by a
storage capacitor, by power storage via motion and/or a wind-
ing mechanism, or differently.

In the present embodiment, the test result storage part 9 of
the device 1, for example comprising the memory 10, and
preferably comprising the processor 8 and transmitter 19,
might be separable from each respective sample receiving
area w. Also, as an option, an assay device 1 can be provided
with a test ready indicator 6, for example a LED (light emit-
ting diode) or speaker or the like, to indicate when an assay of
a sample is finished. In the present embodiment (see FIG. 1),
the second carrier part 9 comprises the test ready indicator 6.

For example, the assay device 1 provides assay data or
information, the assay data or information relating to, being
based on and/or comprising one or more assay results of the
assays carried out by the device 1. Advantageously, the device
1 is configured to keep the test result secret to the user of the
device, similar to devices known from WO 95/33996. For
example, the device 1 can be configured to provide the user
with a code, which is to be sent to a central receiving system
30.

As an example, the receiving system 30 can be configured
to receive assay data or information (which can comprise the



US 7,927,559 B2

9

afore-mentioned code), the assay data or information relating
to, being based on and/or comprising one or more assay
results of the assay devices 1 and/or comprising information
that the assaying has failed. Transmission of the mentioned
assay data or information (or code) to the central receiving
system can comprise, for example, electronic transmission,
transmission via acomputer and/or telephone network, trans-
mission via a communication connection between a user
communication terminal and a communication terminal of
the receiving system, transmission via regular mail and or
transmission via locally available test result collection facili-
ties, depending for example on the configuration of the
respective assay device 1. Also, for example, the user can send
(i.e. transmit) the whole assay device 1, or preferably only the
memory comprising part 9 thereof, containing assay data or
information, to a remote receiving system 30.

The skilled person will appreciate that the receiving system
30 can be configured in various ways. For example, the
receiving system 30 can be provided with a computerized call
receiving system, and/or voice response system, configured
to receive calls from the users, for example receive the assay
data from the users, communicate with users and/or return
test result-related information back to the users. Besides, in
an embodiment, the receiving system 30 can be configured to
cooperate with, or be provided with, an assay device distri-
bution system, to distribute one or more assay devices 1 to a
user, for example depending on received assay data or infor-
mation from an assay device 1 used earlier by that user.

Also, for example, the receiving system 30 can at least be
configured to determine, using received assay data or infor-
mation, whether a respective assay result from an assay
device 11s a negative or positive assay result, and/or whether
the result is inconclusive, and/or whether the assaying has
failed and, optionally, a/the reason(s) why the assaying has
failed. Then, in a further elaboration, a distribution system/
receiving system 30 can be configured to distribute at least
one further assay device to a user U of a prior assay device in
case the receiving system 30 has determined that a respective
assay result from the prior assay device 1 is a positive assay
result, and/or an inconclusive result. For example, a more
accurate assay device can be sent to the user, who provided a
positive or inconclusive test result using a prior assay device,
to confirm the positive test result, or to redo the assay, respec-
tively, with higher accuracy.

Besides, in an embodiment, the receiving system 30 can at
least be configured to determine, using received assay data or
information, at least one type of deviation concerning
received assay data or information with respect to threshold
data or information, estimated data or information, and/or
expected data or information. Also, in an embodiment, the
receiving system 30 can be configured to receive at least
removed parts 3, 5 of used assay devices 1, and to perform at
least one of the following: detect damage and/or malfunction
of received assay devices or of parts thereof, read data or
information from received assay devices or parts thereof,
recycle received assay devices 1 or parts thereof. For
example, to detect damage and/or malfunction of received
assay devices or of parts thereof, the receiving system can be
provided with suitable sensors and/or detectors, as will be
clear to the skilled person. The receiving system 30 can be
configured, for example, to detect a color and/or optically
detectable test result indicators of a received assay device or
part thereof.

In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the device 1 is provided with
a central second part 9, which is bounded by first parts 3, 5
extending on opposite sides of the second part 9. Both first
carrier parts 3, 5 can be detachably coupled to the second
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carrier part 9. Such detachable coupling can be configured in
various ways. For example, the carrier can be provided with
weakening lines or perforation lines L, extending between the
first and second carrier parts 3, 5, 9 for independently remov-
ing the first carrier parts from the second carrier part. The
weakening lines or perforation lines L are such that a user can
tear off or break off each first carrier part 3, 5 from the second
memory-comprising part 9 via those lines.

Preferably, the assay device 1 is configured to detect the
removal of a first carrier part 3, 5 from the second part 9. Also,
preferably, the device 1 is configured to record a time of the
removal of the first assay part in the memory device 10. Such
detection and/or time recording can be carried out, for
example, by the controller 8. Detection of removal of a first
carrier part 3, 5 can be achieved using, for example, tear off
detectors, for example respective electrically conducting
detection lines or loops that are coupled to the controller 8,
and that are interrupted or broken when a respective first
carrier part 3, 5 is removed from the second part 9.

In a further embodiment, the device 1 can be configured to
record each assay result, in combination with identification
information from a respective first carrier part 3, 5 leading to
that assay result (i.e., the first carrier part 3, 5 which received
a respective sample), in the memory device 10. Also, the
device 1 can be configured to record each assay result, in
combination with time information concerning a respective
assay leading to that assay result, in the memory device 10.
Other types of information can also be stored in the memory
device 10, for example assay context information, for
example information provided by one or more assay context
sensors 8, 20, 21, 25 that relates to one ore more monitored
assay context factors. For example, the assay device 1 can be
configured to monitor assay context before, during and/or
after assaying amentioned sample, and preferably to store the
results of such monitoring in the memory device 10. For
example, the assay device 1 can be provided with one or more
assay contextsensors 20, 21, 25 to detect temperature, humid-
ity, contamination and/or other assay context factors. As an
example, one or more such sensors can be integrated in the
controller 8, or connected thereto in a suitable manner. An
advantageous embodiment of a mentioned context sensor is a
degradation monitor, which is described in more detail below.

During use of the embodiment of FIG. 1, the device 1 can
be provided to a user, for example by postal delivery, by
handing-out or in a different manner. The user can use the
device 1 (for example at home or in another suitable location)
in an assay method, by applying one or more samples to the
application wells w of the first carrier parts 3, 5 of the device
1 to test the samples for the presence of one or more analytes.
Test results, relating to the testing of the samples, are stored in
the memory 10 of the device, without displaying or otherwise
disclosing the results to the user. Preferably, the user removes
each first carrier part 3, 5 from a remaining device part after
having used that first carrier part. Thus, cross-contamination
can be avoided, and all assay results can be stored in the same
memory 10. After both first carrier parts 3, 5 have been used
and removed, the remaining second part 9 can be returned to
a central receiving/processing facility, to deliver the memory
10 and its results. Alternatively, such results can be sent using
suitable communication means, as mentioned above. Thus, a
sequence of measurements can be performed, instead of only
one measurement, in a safe, efficient and accurate manner.
For example, a better quality assessment can be obtained
when the measurement is repeated after a predetermined time
period of 1 day (circa 24 h).

For example, the first carrier parts 3, 5 of the device can be
used sequentially with a predetermined intermediate time



US 7,927,559 B2

11

period. The device 1 can be configured to indicate this time
period, for example via a suitable display 38. Also, the device
1 can be provided with a timer, for timing the lapsing of the
predetermined time period. The device can be configured to
indicate to the user when the predetermined time period has
lapsed, to encourage the user to use the next first carrier part
for a subsequent assay.

The embodiment of FIG. 1 provides the advantage that the
user can use any application wells w first, as they can be
independently detached. If the different assay parts contain
different tests, this allows freedom in the order in which tests
are taken. Besides, all first carrier parts can be the same in
set-up, and wiring of electronic parts can be relatively
straightforward. This simplifies the card design and lowers
material costs.

FIG. 2 shows another embodiment of an assay device 101,
being provided with a user interface, for example multiple-
choice buttons B1-B4, a display 38 and a speaker 35. The
multiple-choice buttons B1-B4 can be associated with
respective questions Q1-Q2, for example printed next to the
buttons and/or on the buttons. The device can be provided
with a specific, dedicated carrier part 15 comprising the ques-
tions Q and/or buttons B, which dedicated carrier part 15 can
be removably connected to the second carrier part 9 whichhas
been provided with a controller 8 and memory 10. Alterna-
tively, the dedicated carrier part 15 and second part 9 may be
integrated with each other. The embodiment of FIG. 2 is
provided with only one first carrier part 3 having a single
sample application well w. In the present embodiment, the
first carrier part 3 is removably connected to the dedicated
user interface carrier part 15. For example, the second carrier
part 9 can be provided with a user interaction means 6, for
example a test ready indicator. Thus, detaching the first car-
rier part 3 results in a minimal loss of functionality for the
device 101. As the first carrier part 3 is disposed (it is poten-
tially contaminated), the embodiment of FIG. 2 provides a
design where functionality is placed on the recording part
when possible. Specifically, any user interaction means, like
the test-ready indicator 6 (or the multiple-choice buttons), are
placed on the second carrier part 9. In this way, these user
interaction means can be used to continue an interaction with
the user, even after the detach operation. For example, the
second carrier part 9 needs to be returned to a central process-
ing facility, and the user can be reminded of this aspect by
blinking of the test-ready indicator 6 at intervals, thus focus-
ing the attention of the user on the “to-be-sent” in device 101.

Device activation can be achieved in various ways, for
example by a user pressing a start button S (see FIG. 1) or
other buttons B (see FIG. 2), by activation of a sample appli-
cation well (or testing unit) w and/or in a different manner. As
an example, the device 1 can be configured to be in a non-
operating state (for example an idle mode), in which case an
application well w is not available to receive the sample, and
in an operating state when the testing unit w is available to
receive the sample. A simple example is an application well
w, being provided with a removable cover or tear-off cover 29
(see FIG. 1), wherein the testing unit w can be brought into the
operating state by removing the cover 29 from the well w. In
case a plurality of testing units or application wells w is
provided, various respective non-operating states and operat-
ing states can be available (one for each application well w).

From the above it follows, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, that,
advantageously, the device 1, 101 can be provided with one or
more context sensors, for example a user condition sensor 20,
a temperature sensor 21 and/or a timer 25. Each of these
sensors can be integrated in a mentioned controller 8 or can be
provided separately on a carrier part 3, 5, 9. Alternatively, a
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sensor 20, 21, 25 can be connected to the device controller 9
via suitable communication means, for example suitable wir-
ing, a wireless communication link or other connection
means, to transmit sensor data to the controller 8.

As is mentioned above, the device 1 can be provided with
one or more degradable (for example degrading) assaying
substances. As an example, a device application well or test-
ing unit w can be provided with one or more degradable
substances. The degradation of the substances can be time-
dependent. For example, after a certain expiration date (such
as, from a certain device manufacturing date), the one or more
degradable substances are not suitable anymore for use in the
assaying of samples. The degradation can involve chemically
induced degradation, thermally induced degradation, radia-
tion induced degradation, physically induced degradation
and/or any other type of degradation of the substance(s).

Preferably, the device 1 is provided with a monitoring unit
to monitor degradation of the one or more degradable assay-
ing substances. In the present embodiment, the monitoring
unit can simply be provided by the controller 8. Alternatively,
a dedicated monitoring unit can be provided, which can be
connected to the device controller 8 in a suitable manner for
data exchange.

In an embodiment, the degradation monitoring unit (con-
troller) 8 is provided with the timer 25 to time at least one
degradation period of the one or more degradable substances.
For example, the timer 25 can be configured to count time in
various time units, for example seconds or parts thereof,
minutes, hours, days, months and/or years. The timer 25 can
be configured to count time up from zero, from a device
manufacturing time, from a device shipment time, or from
another starting point. The timer 25 can also be configured to
count down time, for example from a predetermined device
expiration time to zero. Also, as an option, the timer 25 can be
provided with a calendar and/or can be calibrated to provide
the actual timefreal time. In this way, the time-dependent
degradation can be monitored in various ways, and certain
actions can be taken by device 1 depending on the outcome of
the monitoring or degradation timing,

For example, in a further embodiment, the device com-
prises at least one testing unit w (for example comprising an
application well w) to carry out the assaying of a sample. In an
embodiment, the testing unit w can be configured to provide
a testing signal (for example an electric signal, electronic,
optical or other suitable signal, an analogue or digital signal)
during at least part ofa first time period, when the device 1 has
not received the first sample, and during at least part of a
second time period when the device has received the first
sample. Thus, the testing unit w can provide an assay context
sensor as such, or be part of an assay context sensor system.

As an example, the testing unit can be configured such that
the testing signal is being generated continuously, for
example during the lifetime of the device 1, or at predeter-
mined time intervals. Also, as an example, to reduce power
consumption, the generation or transmission of the testing
signal can start automatically from the moment the device is
being activated.

Advantageously, the device 1 (for example the controller 8
thereof) can be configured to store the testing signal, or infor-
mation regarding the testing signal, both during the first and
second time period, in the memory unit 10. As is mentioned
above, a testing signal may be stored as such, or testing signal
related information can be stored, for example a coded testing
signal, acompressed testing signal and/or information or data
derived from the testing signal. Preferably, the device 1 is
configured to store the testing signal in combination with a
respective testing signal generation time (for example
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approximately the time when the signal was generated by the
unit w and/or received by the processor 8).

For example, the device 1 can be configured to store the
mentioned testing signal, or information regarding the testing
signal, during at least part of a time period when the device 1
is in the non-operating state.

For example, during use (see FIG. 3), there can be provided
an assaying method, wherein a testing signal is being genet-
ated by device 1 during at least part of a first time period, when
a testing unit w has not yet received a sample. The resulting
testing signal, or information relating to that signal, is stored,
preferably in combination with a respective time, in the
memory 10. The first time period can run from a time T1 at
which the device 1 is being activated (for example by tearing
off a mentioned cover 29 from the application well w). Alter-
natively, the first time period may run from an earlier point in
time, for example from a time when the device 1 has been sent
to a user, or a time of manufacture.

Next, at a time T3, a sample is applied to testing unit w in
order to be tested thereby, wherein the testing signal is still
being generated by the testing unit w, at least until the test is
ready. The resulting testing signal, or information relating to
that signal, is being stored, preferably as a function of the
respective time (for example in a data list or graph). Herein,
for example, a mentioned second time period can run from the
sample application time T3 to a test-ready-time T4 (as an
example, the controller 8 and/or a testing unit w can be
configured to automatically determine when the test is ready,
and to determine a respective test-ready-time T4 in coopera-
tion with the timer 25).

FIG. 3 schematically depicts a result of this method, the
result comprising a testing signal Y as a function of the time
(). For example, the result shown can be stored in the memory
10, for example in combination with mentioned time periods,
a device activation time T1, sample application time T3 and/
or test-ready time T4. The result can be transmitted in a
suitable manner to a remote central processing facility 30.

In the depicted test result, from a time T2, an unexpected
rise of the testing signal Y is present, after activation of the
device 1 (time T1) but before the sample is being applied
(time T3). For example, the rise might be caused by contami-
nation of a sample receiving area w, and/or by degradation of
one or more testing substances, which degradation is not
related to the sample.

For example, if an application well or testing unit w can
measure continuously, any changes in read-out after activa-
tion of the testing unit but before completion of the test, can be
stored as a time-sequence (as in FIG. 3). By analyzing this
sequence it can be identified if the application well was con-
taminated.

Thus, by determining and storing the testing signal, or
related information, as a function of time, potential assaying
faults can be detected in a simple manner. A remote receiving
system 30 can be configured to reject test results in case
received assay data comprises such unexpected assaying
deviations. Also, the device 1 as such (for example the con-
troller 8) can be arranged to reject an assay result on similar
grounds.

The application of a timer 25 can also be advantageous to
monitor for potential assaying problems in case the device 1
is provided with one or more degradable substances (as men-
tioned above). This will be explained below, referring to FIG.
4.

For example, the device 1 can be configured to be in a
non-operating state, in which case the one or more degradable
substances are not available to receive a sample, and in an
operating state when the one or more degradable substances
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are available to receive a sample. The monitoring unit 8 and
timer 25 of the device can then be configured to cooperate to
measure at least a first degradation period P1 (which is also
indicated in FIG. 3 by a double-headed arrow) during which
the device 1 is in the non-operating state.

Also, the monitoring unit 8 and timer 25 can be configured
to cooperate to measure at least a second degradation period
P2, which period is the time between activation of the device,
on the one hand, (for example a time T1) and the receiving of
a sample by the one or more degradable substances on the
other hand (for example a time T3). As an example, degrada-
tion of a substance might increase after activation of the
device 1 (for example, in case the activation involves opening
an application well w, so that a degradable substance is sub-
jected to a substance degrading environment). An example of
a second degradation period P2 is indicated in FIG. 3 by
means of another double-headed arrow.

In case a substance of the device 1 degrades both during the
mentioned first degradation period and the second degrada-
tion period, advantageously, the degradation monitor 8 can be
configured to take into account both the measured first deg-
radation period and second degradation period to determine
or estimate an overall degradation of the degradable sub-
stance. Also, the degradation monitor 8 can be configured to
take into account certain predetermined degradation rates of
each degradable substance (which rates may be stored in the
memory 10), for example a first degradation rate of the sub-
stance degrading during a first degradation period and a sec-
ond degradation rate of the substance degrading during a
second degradation period. In each case, a mentioned degra-
dation rate can have been analytically determined beforehand
by computer simulations, empirically and/or in other suitable
ways, as will be appreciated by the skilled person.

In an embodiment (see FIG. 1 or 2), the monitoring unit 8
can be provided with or connected to a memory unit 10,
wherein degradation information regarding degradation of
the one or more degradable substances is stored in the
memory unit 10. For example, the stored degradation infor-
mation can at least comprise an expiration time or date, at
which time or date the degradation of the one or more degrad-
able substances has reached and/or passed a predetermined
degradation threshold. For example, maximum degradation
periods, or expiration periods, can be stored in the memory
10, which are to be used by the degradation monitor 8 and
timer 25 to determine whether or not the device 1 still can be
used to reliably assay a sample. Besides, the degradation
information can at least comprise a manufacturing date that
relates to the manufacturing of the device 1 and/or to the
sending of the device 1 to a desired user.

A mentioned degradation threshold can depend on the type
of degradation. For example, the amount of a degrading sub-
stance may decrease over time; in that case, a mentioned
degradation threshold can be a predetermined percentage (%)
of the amount of the degrading substance still present in the
device 1 withrespect to an initial amount of the substance (for
example, the amount just after the device 1 was manufac-
tured), below which percentage the device 1 cannot carry out
areliable measurement anymore. Besides, as an example, the
degrading of a substance can mean that a substance’s reac-
tivity or a sensitivity to an analyte decreases over time, in
which case the degradation threshold can be related to a
minimum desired reactivity or a sensitivity of the substance.

In an embodiment, the device 1 (or its memory) can also be
provided with a first expiration time ET1 (which can com-
prise a date) relating to a maximum allowable non-opera-
tional period of the device 1. Besides, the device 1 (or its
memory) can be provided with a second expiration time ET2,
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which starts from a moment of activation of the device 1, and
which can relate to a maximum allowable operational state of
the device during which a sample can be applied to the device
1in order to be tested by the device 1 in a sufficiently reliable
manner. Both the first and second expiration times ET1, ET2
can be fixed values. However, advantageously, the device 1 is
configured to automatically adjust the expiration times ET1,
ET2 in case of varying circumstances, for example in case of
detected temperature changes (detected by temperature sen-
sor 21) that can influence substance degradation. Also, the
length of the second expiration time ET2 can be dependent on
the length of a previous first degradation period P1 (for
example: the longer a first degradation period P1, the shorter
a second expiration time ET2).

In a further embodiment, the device 1 can be provided with
degradation information comprising at least one predeter-
mined degradation pattern of the substance degrading over
time, or is configured to provide such a pattern. For example,
the stored degradation pattern can be an empirically deter-
mined pattern, a calculated or simulated pattern. Also, the
degradation pattern can be provided by a theoretically derived
mathematical or statistical formula stored in the device 1.
Such a stored degradation pattern can be used, for example, to
recalibrate the device 1 prior to assaying a sample, or correct
an assay result. Also, in an embodiment, the monitoring unit
8 can be configured to use a detected degradation of the at
least one degradable substance to correct an assay result
obtained with the at least one degradable substance, particu-
larly such that the corrected assay result is the result that
would have been obtained if no degradation had taken place.

Preferably, the monitoring unit 8 is configured to disallow
use ofthe device in case a monitored degradation of the one or
more degradable assaying substances has reached and/or
passed a predetermined degradation threshold. For example,
the monitoring unit 8 can be configured to block the use of a
sample receiving area w.

Also, the monitoring unit 8 can be provided with or con-
nected to an indicator, for example a display 38 and/or a
speaker 35 (see FIG. 2), to indicate a time remaining for the
user to use the device to assay a sample, wherein the remain-
ing time depends on degradation of the one or more degrad-
able assaying substances.

Besides, as follows from the above, the device 1 can be
configured to detect activation of the device 1 and to detect the
application of a sample to the device 1, wherein the device 1
is configured to store a time and/or date of the activation of the
device, as well as a time and/or date when the device receives
the sample, the mentioned times and/or dates being provided
by the timer 25.

An embodiment of an assay method comprises providing
an assay device 1, and monitoring degradation of one or more
degradable assaying substances of the device. Herein, use of
the device can be allowed only if a monitored degradation of
the one or more degradable assaying substances has not
reached and/or passed a predetermined degradation thresh-
old.

FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of an assay method, using for
example an embodiment of an assay device shown in FIG. 1
or 2 and certain logic steps that can be carried out by the
device 1. The assay device 1 is first distributed to a user to be
screened (step 160: transmit device). A first degradation
period P1, relating to time-dependent degradation of at least
one degrading assaying substance of the device 1, is subse-
quently measured by the device 1 (step 161). During this
period, thedevice 1 is in an idle mode of operation. During the
idle mode, the device controller 8 regularly checks (step 163)
whether the first degradation period passes a predetermined
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respective first expiration time ET1 (which can be stored in
the memory 10 of the device 1). In the case that the first
expiration time ET1 is passed, use of the device 1 is automati-
cally blocked via a “Fail” step (169). A resulting “assay
failed” result, preferably combined with the reason of failure
(for example “device passed first expiration time”) can then
be transmitted (step 170) to the remote processing facility 30.
Also, a fail-message can be indicated to a user, to warn the
user that the device is not suitable to be used anymore.

For example, the device 1 can carry out a logic step: “IF a
timed first degradation period P1>first expiration time ET1 of
application well chemicals, THEN warn user that the device
is no longer usable”.

On the other hand, in the case that the first expiration time
has not passed, the user can bring the device 1 into an oper-
ating state (for example by pressing a start button, or by
tearing off a mentioned cover 29). Optionally, in this start-
and-initialization step 162, the device 1 can perform a self-
check and/or can carry out a certain interactive user guidance
(for example via multiple-choice buttons B). In the case that
the device initialization fails, for example due to device fail-
ure or due to a result of the user interaction, preferably, the
device 1 automatically performs a “fail”-step (169).

On the other hand, when device initialization succeeds, the
device 1 can become operational to receive a sample to be
assayed, and the device can start timing a second degenera-
tion period P2 (steps 165, 166, 167). Also, preferably, an
overall, measured, first degeneration period P1 is being stored
(step 164).

For example, the device 1 can carry out alogic step: “When
device is activated (for example application well is opened):
activation time T1=timer (for example, from this moment on,
the application well is exposed to outside air), STORE
P1=T1, AND time second degeneration period P2”.

Also in this case, the second degeneration period P2 may
have passed a certain second expiration time ET2, which is
being checked in a step 166, for example in the case that no
sample is being applied at all, or too late. In that case, again,
the device can perform a “fail”-step, and the assaying proce-
dure can be halted. In case the second expiration time has not
passed, and a sample is being applied in time, the device 1 can
assay the sample, store the assay result and the respective
second degeneration period P2 (step 168) and transmit the
results (step 170).

For example, the device 1 can carry out the logic

“DETECT IF sample is applied and WHEN sample is
applied,;

IF no sample applied at T=T1+Second Expiration time
ET2: indicate FAIL (for example, the device warns the user
that the device is no longer usable);

IF sample is applied at a sample application time T3 before
time T1+Second Expiration time (T3<T1+ET2): assay
sample”.

An optional further step can comprise, for example:
informing the user that the analysis has taken place. Also, the
device 1 might correct the measurement for known degrada-
tion patterns, depending for example on expiration times/
dates ET1, ET2, activation time T1 and sample application
time T3. Also, preferably, after the assaying of a sample, the
assaying result can be sent along with measured time periods.
For example, a long time interval between device activation
(time T1) and sample application (time T3) can indicate a
large probability of contamination, and the length of this
interval can be used as some measure of reliability.

In this way, the assaying can be carried out more reliably
than in prior art methods. For example, the device 1 can
monitor the application well(s) w to determine risk of con-
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tamination/chemical degradation. As follows from the above,
in an embodiment, the device 1 may comprise atimer 25, and
the application well w can be closed with a removable cover
29 that includes a sensor mechanism (not shown) coupled to
the controller 8, to detect opening of the cover 29. For
example, undesirable opening of an application well can take
place, e.g. during transport (i.e. damage) or when the user has
opened the application well (normal usage).

Also, in an embodiment, the device 1 can warn a user by
turning on, for example, an indicator 26 (e.g. a red or green
colored LED) next to a printed text, such as: “card is no longer
usable, please throw card away”; “analysis has taken place,
please return card to processing facility”; “analysis has taken
place, please call phone number xyz to send results to pro-
cessing facility”; and/or “test ready, please transmit test
results”.

As further extension of the functionality, the system can
inform the user about the time remaining before a sample
must be applied to the application well, for example via a
display 38 and/or speaker 35. Also, to this end, the card may
contain a number of period descriptions (like “one hour”,
“one day”, “one week”, etc) each with a LED. Initially, the
LED next to the text “one week” lights up, and after 6 days the
LED next to the text “one day” lights up, etc.

Another embodiment to improve the reliability, which can
be applied in combination with the above, is a disposable
assay device 1 thatis provided with at least one user condition
sensor 20 configured to detect at least one physical condition
of a user of the device. Such a sensor is schematically indi-
cated in FIGS. 1-3 as well, and can be configured in various
ways, for example, comprising suitable monitoring or detect-
ing means. As an example, during use (see FIG. 3), the user
can carry the device 1, wherein at least one physical condition
of the user U is being detected and/or monitored, before the
device 11s used or can be used to assay one or more samples.

For example, the user condition sensor 20 comprises a
personal activity sensor, for example comprising an accelera-
tion sensor, to measure personal activity when the device is
being carried by the user during a personal activity measuring
period.

Also, asuitable context sensor can be provided, comprising
a temperature sensor 21 (see FIGS. 1 and 2) to measure the
temperature of the environment of the device 1, wherein the
device 1 is configured to allow the assaying of a sample only
after a temperature detected by the temperature sensor 21 is
within a predetermined temperature range, and/or to disallow
the assaying of a sample in case the detected temperature is
not in a predetermined temperature range. For example, the
predetermined temperature range can be a range including
room temperature (about 20° C.), a range between about
0-40° C., more particularly a range between about 10-30° C.

In a further embodiment, the assay device 1 can be config-
ured to store each assay result in a memory unit 10 in com-
bination with a user condition that has been detected by the
user condition sensor 20. Thus, for example, assay results can
be evaluated in combination with a detected user condition, to
determine or estimate whether the assaying was performed in
a desired manner and/or by a user having a desired user
condition (for example a resting state).

For example, the device 1 (or at least its controller 8) can be
configured to allow the assaying of a sample only after the at
least one user condition sensor 20 has detected at least one
physical condition of a user, and preferably only within a
predetermined time period after such detection.

The user condition sensor can be a heart rate sensor 20. For
example, as is shown in FIG. 5, the device 1 can be configured
to be carried in a heart rate detection position on a body part
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of a user U, wherein the heart rate sensor 20 is arranged to
detect a heart rate-related signal emanating from the user
body part, for example pressure pulses and/or acoustic sig-
nals, in case the device 1 is in the heart rate detection position.
Moreover, the device can be configured to measure the heart
rate during a heart rate measuring period to detect a lowest
heart rate from respective measuring results and to store the
lowest detected heart rate in a memory device 10.

As an example, the device 1 can be configured to be carried
by a user during a certain measuring period, wherein the user
condition sensor 20 is configured to measure at least one
physical condition of the user during the measuring period,
and to use the measuring results to determine or estimate
when the user will be in a resting state during a subsequent
period following the measuring period. Also, the device 1 can
be configured to compare a detected physical user condition
measurement result with a predetermined and/or stored user
condition threshold value, particularly to detect if the user is
in a desired assaying state (resting state) and/or to guide the
user towards a desired assaying state.

In an embodiment, the device comprises a feedback gen-
erator, for example comprising the display and/or speaker, to
provide feedback to a user U of the device 1 concerning
measurement results provided by the mentioned user condi-
tion sensor 20. The device 1 can be configured to generate a
message to guide a user of the device to assay one or more
user samples, depending on measurement results provided by
the mentioned user condition sensor 20.

Also, for example, for a correct measurement, it can be
important to have the right subject in the right state, often a
resting/relaxation state. In an embodiment comprising at least
one user state monitor 20, the device 1 can simply check the
user’s (resting) state before measuring.

Besides, for example, in the case that the device 1 is pro-
vided with a heart rate sensor, according to an embodiment,
the device 1 is placed at a position on the user’s body such that
the heart rate can be measured reliably (e.g. at the user’s chest,
see FIG. 5). Optimally, before the measurement takes place,
the device 1 is calibrated by measuring the heart rate during a
period of time, to determine the user’s heart rate pattern and
to be able to estimate the user’s heart rate in a resting state. An
algorithm to determine the user’s heart rate in a resting state
can be to measure the heart rate during 24 hrs and store the
minimum value measured (which probably corresponds to
sleeping). To cope with a slightly higher value in resting state
during the day, this minimum value may be increased by e.g.
10%. Once the device 1 has been calibrated (i.e. after 24 hrs)
and the user is in a resting state (i.e. the current heart rate
<1.10*minimum value), the user may remove the device 1
from his body and do the actual measurement. The system
informs the user about this condition by making a sound (or
vibration), and by switching on a (green) LED next to a text
like “user ready for measurement”. The system stores the date
& time at which the user removed the device 1 from his body.

Alternatively, the device 1 can be configured to track the
changes in the detected heart rate, and can request that the
user relaxes, and if no significant changes are detected for a
period of time (presumably the heart rate drops initially as the
user starts to relax), the user can be considered to be in a
resting state.

In an embodiment, to start the measurement procedure, the
user presses a “Start Test” button S or removes the cover from
an application area w. The device 1 then preferably compares
this moment with the date & time at which the user removed
the device 1 from his body; if this period is short (e.g. 1
minute), the device 1 allows the user to do the test. However,
ifthis period is too long, the user may no longer be in a resting
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state, and therefore the user is asked to measure his heart rate
again (e.g. by switching on a (red) LED next to a text like
“briefly hold the card on your chest™). If the current heart rate
is too high, e.g. >1.0¥minimum value, the device 1 can be
configured to ask the user to rest for a few minutes, and to
measure his heart rate again.

As follows from the above, instead of using a heart rate
sensor or in addition to a heart rate sensor, a personal activity
sensor 20 can be integrated in the device 1, or can be connect-
able thereto, and can be worn for example on the body (for
example, it can be put in a pocket of clothing, because a
connection to the skin is not necessary). The user activity
sensor 20 can be used to check that the user does not perform
any moderate or high activity actions for a sufficiently long
period of time (e.g. 10 minutes), so that the device 1 can
ensure that the user is in a resting state. This has the advantage
that no calibration is necessary.

Besides, if the measurement may only be done in a certain
environment temperature range, the card can be equipped
with amentioned temperature sensor 21. This sensor need not
be calibrated: a (green) LED next to the text “card ready for
measurement” indicates its fitness for use, whereas a (red)
LED next to the text “please go to a warmer location” or
“please go to a colder location” instructs the user to go to a
location with the desired temperature.

In yet a further or another embodiment, the device 1 can
comprise one or more user interaction buttons B, as in FIG. 2,
and at least one fingerprint sensor 23 to detect a user’s fin-
gerprint after the fingerprint has been placed on the one or
more buttons. Thus, a user can be identified, so that the device
1 can determine whether a desired user operates the device.
Also, user identification can be carried out in case the device
comprises a voice recognition and/or voice differentiation
unit, particularly to provide or support user identification.
During use, the device 1 can be sent, for example, to the home
of the person that should do the test. To prevent that measure-
ment data is associated with another person (e.g. the cards of
2 family members are exchanged, or a child uses his parent’s
card), a fingerprint sensor or microphone can be added.
According to an embodiment, the fingerprint sensor is super-
posed on multiple-choice questions B on the card: by answer-
ing the questions, automatically a fingerprint is made. This
fingerprint can be stored in the memory 10 of thedevice 1, and
is preferably compared with a known fingerprint of the test
person when device 1 arrives at a remote processing facility
30. In another embodiment, the person that has performed the
test has to say his name in a microphone on the card 1 and this
audio fragment is stored. One possibility is to compare this
audio fragment with a pre-recorded audio fragment of the test
person (which is available at the processing facility 30, e.g.
because the test person has been phoned by the processing
facility 30). Another possibility is to perform a more basic
test: if the stored audio fragment contains the voice of a
woman, whereas the device 1 had to be used by a man, it is
very likely that something has gone wrong.

Another possibility is to have a human compare the stored
voice to the actual voice of the test person. This can be useful
in later stages when a sensitive measurement has to be con-
firmed (e.g. in a court case).

For example, measured context values before, during and
after the assaying of one or more samples can be stored and
transmitted back to the (central) processing center 30. In this
way, the measurement procedure that the user actually fol-
lowed and the environment in which it happened can be
partially reconstructed. This can be used to judge whether the
measured data is reliable enough, and whether the measured
values need to be compensated for context influences.
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An application of the invention can be to determine
whether or not a patient has pre-diabetes or diabetes. How-
ever, testing for other diseases using body fluid samples may
also benefit from this invention.

Advantageously, the assay system is, or is also, configured
to carry out a relatively precise oral glucose tolerance test
(OGTT), utilizing the assay device 1. This will be described
in the following, referring to FIG. 6. The embodiment of FIG.
6 can be used in combination with above-described embodi-
ments and/or embodiments shown in FIGS. 1-5.

For example, at least one eatable and/or drinkable product
can be provided. In that case, the user can be guided to
consume the eatable and/or drinkable product before and/or
during using the device to assay a sample of the user. In a
further embodiment, the eatable and/or drinkable product can
contain glucose, wherein the assay device 1 is configured to
test at least one blood sample for glucose. As an example, the
product can be a sweet, winegum, a glucose containing bev-
erage, or a different product. Besides, in this case, the dispos-
able assay device 1 can be configured to assay at least two
blood samples, for example by being provided with at least
two application sample wells w (as in the embodiments of
FIGS. 1-5). For example, a user guidance system can be
available to guide the user of the device to test at least a second
blood sample after elapse of a predetermined amount of time
after testing a first sample. A clock or timer can be provided to
measure the elapse of time after the user has applied a first
blood sample to a respective application well. Preferably,
degradation of one or more degradable substances can be
monitored, as is explained above.

The assay device 1 can be configured to generate a first test
result relating to the assaying of the first sample. Also, the
user can be guided to assay at least the second sample,
depending on the first test result. For example, a second test
can be carried out in case a first test result is “assay inconclu-
sive”, “assay failed”, “device failure” or a similar result.
However, preferably, a second test is carried out to turn an
FPG test into an OGTT test. As an example, in case the first
test result indicates that it is likely that the respective user has
(pre-) diabetes, a second glucose test can be performed a
predetermined time period after the first test, to provide an
OGTT test, to verify the first test result and to provide a much
more conclusive OGTT test result. For example, the assay
device can be configured to carry out an oral glucose toler-
ance test, if desired. FIG. 6 depicts a flow-chart of a use of
such a device.

In FIG. 6, the assaying of user blood can be started by the
user (step 160), for example by pressing a specific “start test
button” S, or giving a command in any other way to the assay
device 1.

A subsequent initialization step 162 can involve asking the
user questions Q (as in the embodiments relating to FIGS.
4-5). The outcome of this step 162 can be that the test is not
suitable to the user. In that case, the device 1 can indicate “test
is not suitable” in a fail-step 168, which test result can be
transmitted to a data processing/remote receiving system 20
(step 166).

Alternatively (as indicated by broken lines), a result of the
initialization step 162 can be that the user has to wait a certain
amount of time before he may use the device. Such a delay is
indicated by a delay-step 167. Also, during this step 162 it
may be determined whether the user is in a fasting state (see
above).

On the other hand, in case the initialization phase succeeds,
a first user blood sample can be tested by the device 11in a first
blood test (step 163). For example, a well w of a removable
assay part 3 can be used to receive a first blood sample.
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Optionally, the user can be guided or instructed (for example
by a mentioned user guidance system) to consume a men-
tioned, eatable and/or drinkable product, just before, during
or after applying a user blood sample to an application well w
of the assay device 1. Preferably, the consuming of the prod-
uct is at such a time that it does not substantially change the
outcome of the first blood test.

In case the first test is “negative” (i.e., chance of pre-
diabetes or diabetes is unlikely), a “test ready” indication can
be provided (for example “FPG ready”, see step 165). Also,
information or data relating to the test result can be transmit-
ted to a processing facility 20 (step 166). For example, in the
case that the user was in a fasting state just before taking his
first blood sample, the first test result can be an FPG test
result.

On the other hand, the device 1, or a user guidance system,
may desire that a more accurate OGTT is performed. This can
be the case, for example, when it had been found in the
initialization step 162 that the user was not in a fasting state.
Also, the OGTT test may be desired in case the first test result
was positive (i.e.. there is a likelihood of pre-diabetes or
diabetes).

To perform the OGTT test, the device 1 (or user guidance
system) can notify the user to wait a predetermined amount of
time (step 169; for example 1 hour, 2 hours or a different
period). The user can be instructed to take a second blood
sample and test the sample, using a second application well w
of the device 1 (for example a well w of another removable
assay part 5), immediately after the lapse of the waiting
period. Preferably, a reminder is provided by a user guidance
system (step 173), for example via an alarm of the device 1 or
via a call from a remote call center, that the waiting period is
about to lapse and/or has just lapsed. Then, a second blood
sample can be applied and tested (step 170), using the device
1. Thus, an oral glucose tolerance test can be carried out.
Optionally, after the testing of'a second blood sample, one or
more blood samples can be tested after predetermined wait-
ing periods (step 172). Preferably, the device 1 measures the
amount of time that has lapsed between the application of the
various blood samples to respective application wells, and
stores the lapsed time period(s), or stores the times that the
samples were applied to the device 1.

After completion of the testing of the at least first and
second blood samples, a test ready signal can be provided (for
example “OGTT ready”, see step 171), and resulting test
information can be transmitted in a suitable manner (step
166).

An advantage of the OGTT test is that it is much more
reliable than the FPG test. In this way, for example, the assay
device 1 can at least perform, or try to perform, a relatively
fast FPG test on a user blood sample. Depending on the
outcome of this test, or depending on the user’s condition, the
test can be changed into the OGTT test. In the latter case, the
FPG test can simply be used as part of the OGTT test.

Although the illustrative embodiments of the present
invention have been described in greater detail with reference
to the accompanying drawings, it will be understood that the
invention is not limited to those embodiments. Various
changes or modifications may be effected by one skilled in the
art without departing from the scope or the spirit of the inven-
tion as defined in the claims.

It is to be understood that in the present application, the
term “comprising” does not exclude other elements or steps.
Also, each of the terms “a” and “an” does not exclude a
plurality. Also, a single processor or other unit may fulfill
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functions of several means recited in the claims. Any refer-
ence sign(s) in the claims shall not be construed as limiting
the scope of the claims.

For example, in an embodiment, the present assay device 1
can be configured to be carried by a user during a certain
measuring period, wherein the user condition sensor is con-
figured to measure at least one physical condition of the user
during the measuring period, and to use the measuring results
to determine or estimate when the user will be in a resting
state during a subsequent period, following the measuring
period.

Also, in an embodiment, the present assay device can be
configured to compare a detected physical user condition
measurement result with a predetermined and/or stored user
condition threshold value, particularly to detect if the user is
in a desired assaying state (resting state) and/or to guide the
user towards a desired assaying state.

In a further embodiment, the device can comprise a feed-
back generator to provide feedback to a user of the device
concerning measurement results provided by the mentioned
user condition sensor.

Besides, in case the present assay device 1 is configured to
generate a message, it can be advantageous to guide a user of
the device to assay one or more user samples, depending on
measurement results provided by the mentioned user condi-
tion sensor.

In an embodiment, the above-described assay device 1 can
comprise one or more user interaction buttons and at least one
fingerprint sensor to detect a user’s fingerprint after the fin-
gerprint has been placed on the one or more buttons.

Also, according to an embodiment, the assay device can
comprise a voice recognition and/or voice differentiation
unit, particularly to provide or support user identification.

Besides, advantageously, there can be provided an assay
system comprising at least one device according to the
present invention, and at least one receiving system (30)
which is configured to receive assay data or information, the
assay data or information relating to, being based on and/or
comprising one or more assay results of the assay devices (1)
and/or comprising information that the assaying has failed.

The invention claimed is:

1. A disposable assay device to assay one or more samples,
the disposable assay device comprising:

at least one sample application area for receiving the one or

more samples;

a controller for performing the assay of the one or more

samples and forming assay data;

a transmitter for transmitting the assay data to a remote

receiving system; and

one oOr more assay context sensors to monitor one or more

assay context factors,

wherein the at least one sample application area includes a

first area for receiving a first sample and a second area
for receiving a second sample for performing a sequence
of measurements using the first sample and the second
sample, and wherein a carrier of the controller is
between the first area and the second area.

2. The disposable assay device of claim 1, further compris-
ing one or more degradable assaying substances having a
degradation of which is time-dependent, and wherein the
controller monitors the degradation of the one or more
degradable assaying substances, the controller including a
timer to time at least one degradation period of the one or
more degradable assaying substances.

3. The disposable assay device of claim 2, wherein the
controller and the timer cooperate to measure at least a first
degradation period during which the device is in a non-opet-
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ating state where the one or more degradable assaying sub-
stances are not available to receive the one or more samples,
the disposable assay device having an operating state when
the one or more degradable assaying substances are available
to receive the one or more samples.

4. The disposable assay device of claim 3, wherein the
controller and the timer cooperate to measure at least a second
degradation period which is a time between activation of the
disposable assay device and receiving of the one or more
samples by the one or more degradable assaying substances,
and wherein the controller takes into account both the first
degradation period and the second degradation period to
determine an overall degradation of the one or more degrad-
able assaying substances.

5. The disposable assay device of claim 1, wherein the
controller disallows use of the disposable assay device in case
a monitored assay context factor is equal or greater than a
predetermined threshold.

6. The disposable assay device of claim 1, further compris-
ing an indicator to indicate a time remaining for a user of the
disposable assay device to use the disposable assay device to
assay the one or more samples.

7. The disposable assay device of claim 1, wherein the
controller detects activation of the disposable assay device
and detects application of the one or more samples to the
disposable assay device, and stores at least one of a time and
a date of the activation of the disposable assay device, as well
as at least one of a time and a date of the application of the
sample.

8. The disposable assay device of claim 1, wherein the one
or more assay context sensors comprises a personal activity
sensor comprising an acceleration sensor to measure personal
activity when the disposable assay device is being carried by
a user of the disposable assay device during a personal activ-
ity measuring period.

9. The disposable assay device of claim 1, wherein the one
Or more assay context sensors comprises a temperature sensor
to measure a temperature of an environment of the disposable
assay device, wherein the controller allows the assay of the
one or more samples only after a temperature detected by the
temperature sensor is within a predetermined temperature
range, and disallows the assay of the one or more samples in
case the detected temperature is not in the predetermined
temperature range.

10. The disposable assay device of claim 1, further com-
prising a memory unit to store each assay result in the
memory unit in combination with assay context information.

11. The disposable assay device of claim 1, wherein the one
or more assay context sensors comprises a heart rate sensor to
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be carried in a heart rate detection position on a body part of
a user of the disposable assay device, wherein the heart rate
sensor detects a heart rate-related signal emanating from the
body part when the disposable assay device is in the heart rate
detection position.

12. The disposable assay device of claim 11, wherein the
heart rate sensor measures the heart rate during a heart rate
measuring period, to detect a lowestheart rate from respective
measuring results and to store the lowest detected heart rate in
a memory device.

13. The disposable assay device of claim 1, further com-
prising a memory unit, wherein the controller provides a
testing signal during at least part of a first time period, when
the disposable assay device has not received a first sample,
and during at least part of a second time period, when the
device has received the first sample; wherein the memory unit
stores the testing signal during the first time period and the
second time period, in combination with a respective testing
signal generation time.

14. The disposable assay device of claim 13, wherein the at
least one sample application area includes at least one sub-
stance which is responsive to a specific analyte to be searched,
and the testing signal is dependent on at least one of an
amount and a condition of the at least one substance.

15. The disposable assay device of claim 1, wherein the
first area and the second area are independently removable
from the carrier of the controller.

16. The disposable assay device of claim 1, further com-
prising at least one user condition sensor configured to detect
at least one physical condition of a user of the disposable
assay device.

17. The disposable assay device of claim 1, wherein the
controller detects removal of the at least one sample applica-
tion area from a carrier of the controller and stores time of the
removal in a memory.

18. The disposable assay device of claim 1, wherein the
assay data includes measurement values and respective times
when the measurement values are obtained to form a testing
signal as a function of time.

19. The disposable assay device of claim 1 wherein, based
on at least one factor detected by the one or more assay
context sensors, the controller automatically adjusts at least
one of an expiration time for using the disposable assay
device and an expiration time for performing the assay after
reception of the one or more samples by the at least one
sample application area.

20. The disposable assay device of claim 1 wherein the at
least one factor includes temperature.
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