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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
DETECTING HEARTBEAT USING PPG

This application claims the priority of Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2002-0020353, filed on Apr. 15, 2002, in
the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an apparatus and method
for detecting a heartbeat, and more particularly, to an appa-
ratus and method for detecting a heartbeat by using a
photoplethysmography (PPG) which is capable of detecting
the heartbeat even under motion of a user, i.e. is hardly
influenced by any motion artifact.

2. Description of the Prior Art

In general, a PPG is a method of extracting information
related to a heartbeat by using a predetermined number of
LEDs and optical sensors. According to the method of
detecting the heartbeat using the PPG, the heartbeat can be
detected through a simple sensor which is attached to only
one contact point of a human body. Thus, the PPG-based
method is more convenient to a user than an electrocardio-
gram (ECG) method in which at least two electrodes should
be used, and it can be much more efficiently applied to a
medical or non-medical purpose instrument. On the other
hand, the PPG-based method has a disadvantage in that a
large amplitude of the motion artifact is induced into a PPG
signal even under any slight motion of the user. Such a
motion artifact can be defined as a noise signal generated by
a slight motion such as a minute quiver of the human body
upon detection of the heartbeat. Therefore, in order to obtain
a highly reliable heartbeat measurement, the motion artifact
should be eliminated from the resultant PPG signal.

Heartbeat detection has been widely used in various fields
for medical or non-medical purposes. As a typical method
for detecting the heartbeat, there has been provided a method
(electrocardiogram) of measuring and recording a value of
an active current generated due to contraction and/or relax-
ation of a heart muscle by using electrodes attached onto
predetermined parts of a human body.

However, the conventional heartbeat detection apparatus
has problems in that the user is reluctant to use the apparatus
since the electrodes are attached to or bands are bound
around the human body, and in that it is very inconvenient
for the user to use the apparatus unless the user has consid-
erable knowledge of its use.

In order to solve these problems, there has been proposed
a circulatory function diagnostic device disclosed in Japa-
nese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 2000-217796 (date
of publication: Aug. 8, 2000), which can easily diagnose a
function of the blood circulatory system using a waveform
pattern of an acceleration pulse wave obtained by detecting
a pulse wave generated from blood pulsation through a PPG
measuring means and differentiating the detected pulse wave
twice. The circulatory function diagnostic device has an
advantage in that it can be used without any relevant special
knowledge. However, the circulatory function diagnostic
device has not yet proposed a solution against the motion
artifact.

In addition, Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No.
1999-9564 (date of publication: Jan. 19, 1999) discloses a
cardiac function diagnosing apparatus for diagnosing a
cardiac function by using a heart rate obtained through
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various pulse wave detecting means (a photoelectric pulse
wave sensor, a PPG sensor and a pressure sensor), a fre-
quency analysis result of heart rate variability thereof, and
characteristic points of the twice-differentiated PPG. The
cardiac function diagnosing apparatus is formed into a glass
type, a necklace type and a watch type, and also utilizes an
acceleration sensor for warning the motion of the user.
However, there is still a disadvantage in that it is impossible
to detect the heartbeat even while the user is moving.

Furthermore, there has been published the following
technical papers on the removal of motion artifacts in the
PPG in the field of a pulse oximeter used for measuring a
blood oxygen concentration by irradiating two specific
wavelengths of light onto a finger or ear.

In the technical paper (“Noise resistance pulse oximetry
using composite reference signal”, IEEE Trans. Biomed.
Eng., Vol. 47, No. 8, 2000. 8) is disclosed a method of
eliminating noise (i.e., motion artifact) by estimating a
composite reference signal from a noise-free PPG signal (or
ECG signal) and comparing the composite reference signal
with the PPG signal inputted through an adaptive filter, as
shown in FIG. 1. However, such a method of eliminating the
noise has a limitation in that the ECG signal should ulti-
mately be used as the reference signal since the reliability
thereof is determined depending on estimation accuracy of
the reference signal.

In another technical paper (“Signal processing in the pulse
oximeter for eliminating the motion artifact”, 24th Spring
Conference of the Korea Society of Medical and Biological
Engineering, Vol. 24, No. 1, May 25 and 26, 2001) is
disclosed a method of eliminating the motion artifact by
passing a signal having a greatest value of correlation
through a low pass filter after calculating the correlation
between a signal outputted to each of respective banks and
the reference signal in order to measure highly reliable
oxygen concentration even under the user’s motion, as
shown in FIG. 2. However, considering that the motion
artifact includes both high and low frequency components,
the elimination of the motion artifact through the low pass
filter is not very effective.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is contemplated to
solve the above problems in the prior arts. An object of the
present invention is to allow a heartbeat to be effectively
detected under a motion artifact and an influence of the
motion artifact, which is one of critical problems upon use
of a PPG, to be suppressed to the utmost.

Another object of the present invention is to improve
reliability of heartbeat detection by not using a reference
signal substantially difficult to estimate.

A further object of the present invention is to provide a
method of detecting a heartbeat wherein if a motion artifact
is greater than a threshold value measured previously, it is
simply informed of a user; and only if the motion artifact is
equal to or lower than the threshold value, a time when a
heartbeat is generated and a mean heart rate during an
interval of the time should be outputted based on the PPG
signal.

In order to achieve the above objects of the present
invention, there is provided an apparatus for detecting a
heartbeat using a photoplethysmography (PPG), comprising
a sensor unit for detecting a PPG signal from a body of a
user, a mean interbeat interval estimating unit for calculating
an expected mean interbeat interval based on the detected
PPG signal, and a heartbeat sequence/mean heart rate
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extracting unit for detecting candidate heartbeat sequences
from the PPG signal using the expected mean interbeat
interval and extracting more precise mean heart rate by
informing or estimating when the respective heartbeats
occur based on an optimal heartbeat sequence estimated
from the candidate heartbeat sequences.

Preferably, the apparatus of the present invention further
may comprise a filtering unit for selectively passing only a
signal within a specific frequency band among the PPG
signal detected by the PPG sensor unit.

Preferably, the apparatus of the present invention may
further comprise a motion artifact level determining unit for
determining a level of a motion artifact in the PPG signal
based on the PPG signal detected from the PPG sensor unit
so that a warning message is produced when the level of the
motion artifact is greater than a predetermined threshold
value.

Preferably, the apparatus of the present invention may
further comprise a display unit for causing both the optimal
heartbeat sequence or mean heart rate extracted from the
heartbeat sequence/mean heart rate extracting unit and the
warning message produced from the motion artifact level
determining unit to be displayed thereon.

In order to achieve the objects of the present invention,
there is also provided a method of detecting a heartbeat
using a photoplethysmography (PPG), comprising the steps
of detecting a PPG signal received from a user through a
PPG sensor unit, calculating an expected mean interbeat
interval (mean IBI) from the PPG signal, and detecting
determining an optimal heartbeat sequence or mean heart
rate from candidate heartbeat sequences which have been
detected from the PPG signal using the expected mean
interbeat interval.

Preferably, the method of present invention may further
comprise a filtering step of selectively passing only a signal
within a specific frequency band among the PPG signal
detected by the PPG sensor unit.

Preferably, the method of present invention may further
comprise the step of determining a level of a motion artifact
based on the. PPG signal detected from the PPG sensor unit
and then generating a warning message when the level of the
motion artifact is greater than a predetermined threshold
value.

Preferably, the method of the present invention may
further comprise the step of displaying the detected optimal
heartbeat sequence or mean heart rate and the warning
message on a screen.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects and features of the present
invention will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion of a preferred embodiment given in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1is a view illustrating a method of eliminating noise
from a conventional pulse oximeter by using a composite
reference signal;

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating a method of eliminating
motion artifacts from the conventional pulse oximeter;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram schematically showing an
apparatus for detecting heartbeat according to the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a view showing an internal structure of a motion
artifact level determination unit shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a view showing an internal structure of a
heartbeat detection unit shown in FIG. 3;
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FIG. 6 is a view showing an internal structure of a mean
interbeat interval estimation unit shown in FIG. §;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a method for detecting
heartbeat according to the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a detailed flowchart illustrating a step of
approximating PPG signals shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a detailed flowchart illustrating a step of
extracting a heartbeat sequence/means heart rate shown in
FIG. 7,

FIG. 10 is a detailed flowchart illustrating a step of
estimating a mean heart rate time shown in FIG. 7,

FIG. 11 is a detailed flowchart illustrating a step of
selecting an optimal heart rate sequence shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a waveform graph illustrating a PPG signal
detected by a PPG sensor unit;

FIG. 13(a) is a waveform graph of a PPG signal with the
motion artifacts being not included therein, which passed
through a filtering unit;

FIG. 13(b) is a waveform graph of a PPG signal with the
motion artifacts being included therein, which passed
through the filtering unit;

FIG. 14 is a waveform graph of a PPG signal passed
through a TEO-based operation unit and a convolution unit;

FIG. 15(a) is a waveform graph of a PPG signal outputted
from a wavelet transformation unit;

FIG. 15(b) is a waveform graph of a PPG signal outputted
from a PPG signal approximation unit;

FIG. 16(a) is a waveform graph of a PPG signal with the
motion artifacts being not included therein, which is input-
ted from the convolution unit to the heartbeat sequence/
mean heart rate extraction unit;

FIG. 16(b) is a waveform graph of a PPG signal with the
motion artifacts being included therein, which is inputted
from the convolution unit to the heartbeat sequence/mean
heart rate extraction unit;

FIG. 17 is a waveform graph illustrating a method of
selecting the optimal heartbeat sequence among candidate
heartbeat sequences;

FIG. 18 is a waveform graph of a PPG signal outputted
from a mean interbeat interval estimation unit; and

FIG. 19 is a waveform graph illustrating a result that an
accurate heartbeat has been detected from the PPG signal
with the motion artifacts being included therein according to
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION FOR PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Hereinafter, the constitution and operation of an apparatus
for detecting a heartbeat by using PPG according to the
present invention will be explained in detail with reference
to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram schematically illustrating
the apparatus 100 for detecting the heartbeat according to
the present invention. The heartbeat detection apparatus
comprises a PPG sensor unit 10, a filtering unit 30, a motion
artifact level determination unit 50, a heartbeat detection
unit 70, and a display unit 90.

The PPG sensor unit 10 uses a principle that a degree of
absorption and reflection of light varies according to a
change in thickness resulting from the heartbeat, and
includes a light emitting part (not shown) for emitting
infrared rays and a light receiving part (not shown) for
sensing light which is irradiated onto a body of a user from
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the light emitting part and reflected to the light receiving
part. Further, the PPG sensor unit detects a PPG signal based
on an optically measured blood flow rate outputted from the
light emitting part and outputs it to the filtering unit 30, as
shown in FIG. 12.

The filtering unit 30 performs a function of selectively
passing only a signal component related to the heartbeat
among the PPG signal detected by the PPG sensor unit 10.
An example of a PPG signal waveform passed through the
filtering unit 30 is shown in FIG. 13. Preferably, the filtering
unit 30 may be implemented as a bandpass filter or a
second-order differential filter.

Meanwhile, in FIGS. 12 to 19, the X-axis and Y-axis
represent the number of sample and a voltage, respectively.
Further, the number of samples represented in the X-axis can
be substituted for a time X, in accordance with the following
relationship:

Xr=(number of samples)/(sampling frequency)

In the present invention, since a case where the sampling
frequency is 25 Hz will be explained as an example, the
numbers of samples, i.e. 500, 1000, 1500, 2000, 2500 and
3000 represented in the X-axis of FIGS. 12 to 19 can be
converted into the time, i.e. 20, 40, 60, 80, 100 and 120
seconds, respectively.

FIG. 4 shows and internal structure of the motion artifact
level determination unit 50 shown in FIG. 3. The motion
artifact level determination unit 50 includes a Teager Energy
Operator (TEO) operating part 51, a convolution part 52 and
a motion artifact threshold measurement part 53. The motion
artifact threshold determination unit is constructed to output
the filtered PPG signal to the heartbeat detection unit only
when the motion artifacts are equal to or lower than a
predetermined threshold.

The TEO operating part 51 uses a phenomenon that an
amplitude and frequency of the signal are instantaneously
increased greatly when the motion artifacts are severe. That
is, the TEO operating part 51 detects an interval where the
motion artifacts occurred among the PPG signal outputted
from the filtering unit 30, by calculating a sudden rate of
change in the amplitude and frequency of the PPG signal
using TEO-based operation.

The convolution part performs the convolution of the PPG
signal outputted from the TEO operating part 51 with a
Bartlett window function so that a TEO output signal can be
smoothed.

An example of a waveform of the PPG signal, which has
passed through the TEO operating part 51 and the convo-
lution part 52, is shown in FIG. 14. In a case where the PPG
signal passed through the filtering unit 30 includes the
motion artifact (refer to FIG. 13 (b)), it will be understood
from the figure that a waveform having a large amplitude is
outputted at the interval in which the severe motion artifacts
are included, by performing the TEO operation of the PPG
signal and then the convolution of the signal with the Bartlett
window function.

As mentioned above, the TEO operating part 51 and the
convolution part 52 are preprocessing modules for allowing
a level of the motion artifact included in the PPG signal
outputted from the filtering unit 30 to be easily determined.
If necessary, they may be removed so as to simplify the
construction of the apparatus.

In order to determine the level of the motion artifact
included in the PPG signal, a predetermined value obtained
by multiplying a TEO output value TEO,,,,,,, in the interval
including a normal heartbeat signal by a proper value is first
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set as the predetermined threshold. Then, when the PPG
signal having the amplitude larger than the threshold is
outputted, the motion artifact threshold measurement part 53
recognizes that the level of the motion artifact is beyond an
allowable range and causes a warning message to be dis-
played onto the display unit 90. Otherwise, the motion
artifact threshold measurement part 53 recognizes that the
level of the motion artifact is within the allowable range and
outputs the PPG signal from the filtering unit 30 to the
heartbeat detection unit 70.

FIG. 5 shows an internal structure of the heartbeat detec-
tion unit 70 shown in FIG. 3, which includes a resampling
part 71, a first hard thresholding part 72, a PPG signal
approximating unit 73, a clipping part 77, a convolution part
78, a mean interbeat interval estimating part 79, and a
heartbeat sequence/mean heart rate extracting unit 80.

The resampling part 71 samples again the signal inputted
from the PPG sensor unit 10 for performing rapid signal
processing when the sampling frequency of the PPG signal
is higher than needed (hereinafter, referred to as “resampling
process”™), and the first hard thresholding part 72 performs a
hard thresholding process of the resampled PPG signal into
a predetermined level so that undesired peaks of the signal
lower than the predetermined level can be removed. The
resampling part 71 may be removed so as to simplify the
construction of the apparatus. Here, the hard thresholding
process is a process in which the input signal is compared
with the thresholding level, a signal value lower than the
thresholding value is replaced by zero, and a signal value
greater than the thresholding value is kept unchanged.

The PPG signal approximating unit 73 performs a func-
tion of approximating the PPG signal by removing a high
frequency noise through a wavelet transformation, and
includes a wavelet transforming part 74, a second hard
thresholding part 75, and a signal combining part 76.

The wavelet transforming part 74 performs a function of
decomposing the PPG signal into an approximation signal
component representing an overall waveform of the PPG
signal and a detail signal component after wavelet trans-
forming the PPG signal inputted from the first hard thresh-
olding part 72, and an example thereof is shown in FIG.
15(a). As shown in FIG. 15(a), the PPG signal is decom-
posed into the detail components dl, d2, d3, d4 and d5 and
the approximation signal component a5 through the wavelet
transformation.

The second hard thresholding part 75 substitutes zero
value for the components having smaller amplitude and
extracts only the components having greater amplitude,
among the detail signal components d1, d2, d3, d4 and d$
generated through the wavelet transformation. Thus, the
high frequency noise is removed.

Here, in order to obtain only the signal components
related to the heartbeat, the detail signal components in a
generally high frequency region (e.g., d1, d2, d3 and d4) are
ignored as an undesired signal, the component having the
greater amplitude can be extracted only from the detail
signal component related to a subtle change in the heartbeat
(e.g., dS).

The signal combining part 76 combines the approxima-
tion signal generated through the wavelet transformation
with the detail signal subjected to the hard thresholding
process, and outputs the approximated PPG signal to clip-
ping part 77.

An example of a PPG signal waveform outputted from the
PPG signal approximating unit 73 is shown in FIG. 15(b). As
shown in the figure, the approximated PPG signal with the
high frequency components removed therefrom can be
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obtained by combining the approximation signal generated
through the wavelet transformation with the detail signal
subjected to the hard thresholding process. Thus, the
approximated signal has discontinuous points since the
detail signal has been subjected to the hard thresholding
process.

To this end, the clipping part 77 passes through positive
values of the approximated PPG signal and substitutes zero
value for negative values thereof, and outputs only the signal
components related to the heartbeat, i.e. positive peaks
related to the heartbeat to the convolution part 78. The
convolution part 78 causes the zero clipped PPG signal to be
smoothed by performing the convolution of the PPG signal
with the Bartlett window function so that the discontinuous
points obtained in the approximation process can be
removed.

An example of a PPG signal waveform with the discon-
tinuous points removed therefrom through the convolution
process is shown in FIG. 16(a). As shown in the figure, the
modified signal inputted from the convolution part 78 to the
heartbeat sequence/mean heart rate extracting unit 80 con-
tains only the heartbeat related signal components, and the
discontinuous points are also removed from the modified
signal. Thus, the peaks produced by the heartbeat can be
easily detected from the modified signal.

The heartbeat sequence/mean heart rate extracting unit 80
performs a function of suppressing an influence of the
motion artifact upon detection of the heartbeat, and com-
prises a peak extracting part 81, a candidate heartbeat
sequence forming part 82, a heartbeat sequence selecting
part 83, and a mean heart rate calculating part 84.

The peak extracting part 81 detects all the peaks existing
in an initial interval (about two-second interval) of the PPG
signal inputted from the convolution part 78. The peak
detection is accomplished in such a manner that an original
signal is differentiated and zero-crossing points are then
found. As shown in FIG. 16(b), since other peaks having the
large amplitude instantaneously increased by the motion
artifact are detected simultaneously upon detection of the
peaks of the PPG signal, an additional process of distin-
guishing the peaks due to the motion artifact and the
heartbeat is also required.

To this end, in the present invention, an optimal heartbeat
sequence is selected among several candidate heartbeat
sequences starting respectively from the peaks extracted
from the initial interval of the PPG signal, so that the
influence of the motion artifact can be suppressed to the
utmost. Since it will be described in detail with reference to
FIG. 9, it is now explained briefly.

The candidate heartbeat sequence forming part 82 forms
a plurality of candidate heartbeat sequences by setting the
peaks within the initial interval as the starting points and
sequentially detecting peaks existing in the vicinity of an
expected mean interbeat interval (expected mean interbeat
interval+AT), and selects window signals of which centers
are positioned at a time spaced apart by the expected means
interbeat interval from the same starting points as the
candidate heartbeat sequences.

The heartbeat sequence selecting part 83 multiplies the
respective candidate heartbeat sequences by the window
signals, adds up all the multiplied values, scores the added
values, and selects a candidate heartbeat sequence having a
maximum scored value as an optimal heartbeat sequence.
Then, the selecting part displays the optimal heartbeat
sequence onto the display unit 90 or outputs it to the mean
heart rate calculating part 84 for calculating a mean heart
rate within a predetermined interval.
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The aforementioned method of selecting the optimal
heartbeat sequence among the candidate heartbeat
sequences is as follows (refer to FIG. 17). First, the window
signals and candidate heartbeat sequences having the same
starting points as each other are multiplied by each other, the
respective values obtained as such are added up together,
and all the added values are finally scored. Then, the
candidate heartbeat sequence having the maximum scored
value is selected as the optimal heartbeat sequence (a second
candidate sequence in FIG. 17). Here, solid and dashed
arrows and trapezoids correspond to the times spaced apart
by the expected mean interbeat interval from the starting
points of the two candidate heartbeat sequences and window
signals of which centers are positioned at the times, respec-
tively.

From the foregoing, the expected mean interbeat interval
is obtained from the mean interbeat interval estimating part
79, which will be explained more specifically with reference
to FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 shows an internal structure of the mean interbeat
interval estimating part 79 shown in FIG. 5. The means
interbeat interval estimating part 79 outputs the expected
mean interbeat interval needed for extracting the heartbeat
sequence and includes a resampling part 85, a clipping part
86, a third hard thresholding part 87, an autocorrelation part
88, and a peak detecting part 89.

The mean interbeat interval estimating part 79 estimates
the mean interbeat interval based on a method of estimating
a mean pitch within the interval in the speech processing. In
particular, in order to minimize any errors due to noise, the
expected mean interbeat interval is estimated after the noise
has been removed through the resampling, clipping, hard
thresholding and autocorrelation functions.

If the resampling part 85 decreases a sampling rate
(sampling frequency) by resampling the inputted PPG
signal, the clipping part 86 outputs the positive peaks of the
PPG signal due to the heartbeat through zero clipping of the
resampled PPG signal. Then, the third hard thresholding part
87 removes small peaks due to the motion artifacts by
performing the hard thresholding of the clipped PPG signal,
i.e. the positive peak signals due to the heartbeat on the basis
of a predetermined level.

The autocorrelation part 88 uses a principle that if the
autocorrelation function of the input signal is obtained, a
nonperiodical signal component such as noise (random
noise) converges to zero while a periodical signal compo-
nent has a large amplitude value at a time corresponding to
its own period or a value obtained by integer-times value.
That is, the autocorrelation part 88 can calculate the auto-
correlation function of the hard thresholded PPG signal and
detect the period of the periodical signal without being
influenced by the noise.

An example of the autocorrelation function outputted
from the autocorrelation part 88 is shown in FIG. 18. As
shown in the figure, if the autocorrelation function of the
PPG signal is calculated, the autocorrelation function has the
peaks at points corresponding to the period of the heartbeat.
Thus, the expected period of the heartbeat can be easily
detected.

The peak detecting part 89 detects a time when a first peak
occurred in the autocorrelation function of the PPG signal,
and estimates it as the expected mean interbeat interval.
Further, the candidate heartbeat sequence forming part 82
detects the peaks from only the intervals having a higher
heartbeat occurring probability based on the expected mean
interbeat interval, and forms the plurality of the candidate
heartbeat sequences. Thus, the candidate heartbeat
sequences can be extracted in short time.
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The display unit 90 performs a function of displaying the
heartbeat sequences or mean heart rate of the user onto a
display screen, and acquires information on characteristics
of the heart rate in a time or frequency domain through a
heart rate variability analyzer (HRV analyzer) to display the
information to the user.

Hereinafter, a method of detecting the heartbeat using the
PPG according to the present invention will be explained in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 7 shows a flowchart illustrating an embodiment of
the method of detecting the heartbeat according to the
present invention.

First, if the PPG signal is detected from the PPG sensor
unit 10 (refer to FIG. 12), only the heartbeat related signal
components in the detected PPG signal is caused to be
filtered out from the filtering unit 30 (steps S10 and S301,
refer to FIG. 13).

Then, in order to detect the intervals where the motion
artifacts occurred from the PPG signal that has been out-
putted from the filtering unit 30, the sudden rate of change
in the amplitude and frequency of the inputted PPG signal is
extracted by using the TEO operation (step S50). Here, a
formula related to the TEO operation is expressed as the
following equation (1).

2 2 1
() = (dx(t)] _x([)[d x(t)] (1)

dr dr?

As expressed in the equation (1), the TEO operation is
used to calculate the output which is proportional to a square
of a product of an instantaneous amplitude and an instan-
taneous frequency of the inputted signal and extracts the
sudden rate of change in the amplitude and frequency in the
PPG signal, so that the intervals where the motion artifacts
occurred can be detected.

Then, the PPG signal subjected to the TEO operation is
convoluted with the Bartlett window function so that the
PPG signal is smoothed (step S70). It is checked whether the
level of the motion artifact thereof is greater than the
threshold value by performing the hard thresholding process
of the smoothed PPG signal on the basis of a predetermined
level suitable for the TEO output value within the interval
where the normal heartbeat signal exists (S90). Here, a hard
thresholding level is expressed as the following equation (2).

autput) (2)

In the present embodiment, the hard thresholding level for
checking whether the level of the motion artifact is greater
than the threshold level has been set as a three-times value
of a maximum value of the TEO output value within the
interval where the normal heartbeat signal exists. If the
signal greater than the threshold value is detected, it is
regarded that the signal contains the severe motion artifacts
therein, and thus, the heartbeat detection can be performed
no longer.

If it is determined by the hard thresholding process that
the signal contains the severe motion artifacts, the warning
message is displayed onto the display unit 90 (step S100).
Otherwise, it is considered that the level of the motion
artifacts of the signal is within the allowable range, and then,
it goes into a heartbeat detection step.

Therefore, in the steps (steps S50 to S100) of determining
the level of the motion artifact of the signal, the heartbeat is
detected only when the motion artifacts are equal to or lower
than the threshold value. Furthermore, when the motion
artifacts are greater than the threshold, the user is informed
of this condition so that the motion of the user can be
reduced.

Threshold=3xmax(TEO,
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Thereafter, the pre-processing of resampling the PPG
signal for rapid signal processing is performed (step S110),
and then, the resampled PPG signal is subject to the hard
thresholding on the basis of the suitable level to remove the
undesired PPG signal (step S130). In the embodiment, a
hard thresholding level is expressed as the following equa-
tion (3).

Thl=axmax(input) 3

In the embodiment, the hard thresholding level Thl has
been set as a value which is a-times value of the maximum
value among the PPG signal in the interval, where a is lower
than 0.4. Further, since the signal lower than the hard
thresholding level Th1 is not a peak due to the heartbeat, it
is ignored and removed as an undesired signal.

Next, the PPG signal is approximated by removing the
high frequency noise of the PPG signal using the wavelet
transformation (step S150). The approximation of the PPG
signal will be more specifically described hereinafter with
reference to FIG. 8.

First, the hard thresholded PPG signal is wavelet trans-
formed and is decomposed into respective components
corresponding to different scales. Then, as shown in FIG. 15
(a), the approximation signal component a5 representing the
overall waveform of the signal and the detail signal com-
ponents d1, d2, d3, d4 and d5 are obtained (step S151).

In the second hard thresholding part 75, the small-
amplitude components of the detail signals generated
through the wavelet transformation are discarded while only
the other large-amplitude components thereof are extracted,
so that the high frequency noise can be removed (step S152).
Ahard thresholding level used to this end is expressed as the
following equation (4).

Th2=bxmax(input)

where 0.7=b<1.0

Then, as shown in FIG. 15(b), the PPG signal is approxi-
mated by combining the approximation signal generated
through the wavelet transformation with the detail signals
subjected to the hard thresholding process (step S153). Here,
as described above, only the detail signal (e.g., d5) related to
subtle change in the heartbeat, with the detail signals (e.g.,
dl, d2, d3 and d4) in the high frequency region excluded
therefrom, may be selected as the detail signals to be
combined with the approximation signal.

In the step of approximating the PPG signal (step S150),
the PPG signal can be approximated by removing the high
frequency noise. However, since the detail signals are sub-
jected to the hard thresholding process when combining the
detail signals with the approximation signal, the discontinu-
ous points exists in the approximated signal (refer to FIG.
15(b)). Thus, in order to remove the discontinuous points
from the approximated signals, the zero clipping of the
approximated PPG signal is performed so that the signal
components irrelevant to the heartbeat are removed (step
S170). Further, the zero clipped PPG signal is convoluted
with the Bartlett window function so that the PPG signal is
smoothed. Accordingly, the discontinuous points due to the
approximation process are removed (step S190).

Furthermore, the optimal heartbeat sequence/mean heart
rate can be extracted by maximally suppressing the influence
of the motion artifacts on the approximated PPG signal (step
S210). Hereinafter, a process of detecting the heartbeat
sequence/mean heart rate will be more specifically explained
with reference to FIG. 9.

First, all the peaks existing within the initial interval (the
interval within about two seconds) are detected from the

®
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approximated PPG signal (step S211), and then, the plurality
of the candidate heartbeat sequences starting from the
respective peaks existing within the initial interval are
formed (step S212) (refer to FIG. 17). At this time, the
candidate heartbeat sequences mean a series of sequences
formed by sequentially detecting or extracting the starting
peaks and the peaks existing within a range of IBI+AT from
the relevant starting peak to an end of the analysis interval.

Here, the expected mean interbeat interval (mean IBI),
which is calculated from the mean interbeat interval esti-
mating part 79, is used when forming the candidate heartbeat
sequences. Hereinafter, a step S140 of estimating the
expected mean interbeat interval will be more specifically
explained with reference to FIG. 10.

First, the inputted PPG signal is resampled in order to
remove the undesired high frequency components therefrom
(step S141), and then, the zero clipping of the resampled
PPG signal is made so that only the peak components due to
the heartbeat can be outputted (step S142).

Then, the hard thresholding of the zero clipped PPG
signal is made so that only the peaks related to the heartbeat
can be extracted (step S143). Here, a hard thresholding value
is expressed as the following equation (5).

Th3=cxmax(input) [©)

In the embodiment of the present invention, the hard
thresholding value Th3 has been set as a c-times value of the
maximum value of the PPG signal within the interval.
Further, since the signal lower than the hard thresholding
level Th3 is not a peak due to the heartbeat, it is ignored and
removed as an undesired signal.

Then, after the autocorrelation function of the hard thresh-
olded PPG signal is calculated (step S144), a time T when a
first peak occurs is detected from the autocorrelation func-
tion of the noise-removed PPG signal so that the time is
extracted as the expected mean interbeat interval (step S145)
(refer to FIG. 18).

Here, the reason that the expected mean interbeat interval
is extracted from the mean interbeat interval estimating part
79 is that the candidate heartbeat sequences can be formed
in a short time through the peak detection from only the
interval where the heartbeat occurring probability is high.

If there are two or more peaks in the interval of mean
IBIzAT when forming the candidate heartbeat sequences,
the peak close to the expected mean interbeat interval mean
IBI is selected. If there is no peak in the interval or the peak
amplitude is too small (i.e., it is third tenth times smaller
than the maximum peak amplitude within the initial two-
second interval), the candidate heartbeat sequences are
formed after expanding an interval range of AT by a pre-
determined increment. In the embodiment of the present
invention, the range may be increased by five samples, i.e.
by 0.2 second (five samples/25 Hz) in view of time.

Then, the respective candidate heartbeat sequences are
scored and the optimal heartbeat sequence is selected based
on the scored values (step S213), which will be more
specifically explained hereinafter with reference to FIG. 11.

First, the window signals are selected in such a manner
that the respective peaks are within the initial interval (the
interval of about two seconds) selected in the aforemen-
tioned step S212 of forming the candidate heartbeat
sequences are set as the starting points and then points
spaced apart from the starting points by the expected mean
interbeat interval mean IBI are set as center points (step
S221) (refer to FIG. 17). That is, the window signals are
selected to be centered on a time spaced apart by the
expected mean interbeat interval sequentially from the same
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starting points as the candidate heartbeat sequences, and the
widths thereof may be selectively changed. In the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the widths of the window
signals are set to be 2xAT.

Then, the window signals and the candidate heartbeat
sequences of which starting points are the same as the
window signals are multiplied by each other, and all the
multiplied values are summed up together (steps S222 and
S223). The summed values are scored, and the candidate
heartbeat sequence having the maximum scored value is
selected as the optimal heartbeat sequence (steps S224 and
$225) (referring to FIG. 17). As described above, the solid
and dashed arrows and trapezoids shown in FIG. 17 corre-
spond to the times spaced apart by the expected mean
interbeat interval from the starting points of the two candi-
date heartbeat sequences and the window signals of which
centers are positioned at the times, respectively. Here, the
second candidate heartbeat sequence is selected as the
optimal heartbeat sequence.

Finally, a time when the heartbeat occurs is displayed on
the screen based on the optimal heartbeat sequence selected
in the step S213. Otherwise, a mean heart rate is calculated
based on the time when the heartbeat occurs due to the
heartbeat sequence within the predetermined interval (step
S214), and is displayed on the screen (step S230). Further,
if other instructions to measure the heartbeats are inputted
from the user, it goes into the PPG signal detection step; and
otherwise, the heartbeat detection is terminated (step S250).

FIG. 19 is a waveform showing that the correct heartbeat
has been detected from the PPG signal including the motion
artifacts according to the present invention. Even though the
instantaneous peaks occur in the PPG signal due to the
motion artifacts as shown in FIG. 19(a), the motion artifacts
can be removed from the PPG signal according to the
method of detecting the heartbeat according to the present
invention. Thus, the heartbeat can be accurately detected as
shown in FIG. 19(b).

According to the apparatus and method of detecting the
heartbeat using the PPG, the heartbeat detection can be
directly made without any reference signals contrary to the
prior arts. Therefore, the present invention can be usefully
employed in the medical or non-medical purpose instru-
ments such as a sports watch having functions of diagnosing
body conditions, a stress level measuring device, a caloric
consumption measuring device, an emotion cognition
device, a patient monitoring device, and an anesthetic level
monitoring device.

Further, since the heartbeat can be efficiently detected
from the PPG signal even under the motion of the user, the
user does not feel reluctance and discomfort upon the
heartbeat detection.

Although the present invention has been described in
connection with the preferred embodiments thereof, they are
mere examples of the present invention. It will be under-
stood by a person skilled in the art various modifications,
changes and equivalents thereof can be made thereto within
the spirit of the present invention. Therefore, the true scope
of the present invention should be defined by the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for detecting a heartbeat using a photop-
lethysmography (PPG), comprising:

a sensor unit for detecting a PPG signal from a body of a

user;

a mean interbeat interval estimating unit for calculating an

expected mean interbeat interval based on the detected
PPG signal; and
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a heartbeat sequence/mean heart rate extracting unit for
detecting candidate heartbeat sequences from the PPG
signal using the expected mean interbeat interval and
extracting an optimal heartbeat sequence or a mean
heart rate from the candidate heartbeat sequences.

2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the mean
interbeat interval estimating unit includes a hard threshold-
ing part for hard thresholding the PPG signal with a prede-
termined level, an autocorrelation part for calculating an
autocorrelation value of the hard thresholded PPG signal,
and a peak detecting part for detecting a time when a first
peak occurs from the autocorrelation value.

3. The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
predetermined hard thresholding level of the hard thresh-
olding part is expressed as 0.5xmax(input).

4. The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the mean
interbeat interval estimating unit further includes a clipping
part for clipping the PPG signal based on a predetermined
level.

5. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
heartbeat sequence/mean heart rate extracting unit includes
a peak detecting part for detecting peaks from the PPG
signal, a candidate heartbeat sequence forming part for
forming a plurality of the candidate heartbeat sequences
based on the detected peaks, a heartbeat sequence selecting
part for selecting the optimal heartbeat sequence among the
plurality of the candidate heartbeat sequences, and a mean
heart rate calculating part for calculating the mean heart rate
using the optimal heartbeat sequences selected by the heart-
beat sequence selecting part.

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
a motion artifact level determining unit for determining a
level of a motion artifact in the PPG signal based on the PPG
signal detected from the PPG sensor unit so that a warning
message is produced when the level of the motion artifact is
greater than a predetermined threshold value.

7. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, further comprising
a display unit for displaying both the optimal heartbeat
sequence or mean heart rate extracted from the heartbeat
sequence/mean heart rate extracting unit and the warning
message produced from the motion artifact level determin-
ing unit.

8. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
motion artifact level determining unit includes a TEO oper-
ating part for calculating an output value related to a rate of
change in an amplitude or frequency of the PPG signal, a
convolution part for convoluting a signal outputted from the
TEO operating part with a predetermined window function,
and a motion artifact threshold measuring part for perform-
ing a hard thresholding process of a signal inputted from the
convolution part based on the predetermined level of the
motion artifact so that the warning message is produced
when the hard thresholded signal is greater than the thresh-
old value.

9. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
a filtering unit for selectively passing only a signal within a
specific frequency band among the PPG signal detected by
the PPG sensor unit.

10. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further compris-
ing a PPG signal approximating unit for decomposing the
PPG signal detected from the PPG sensor unit into an
approximation signal and detail signals at different scales
using wavelet transformation and combining the approxi-
mation signal and the detail signals greater than a predeter-
mined threshold value so that a resultant approximated
signal can be generated.

11. The apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein the
PPG signal approximating unit includes a wavelet trans-
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forming part for decomposing the PPG signal into the detail
signals and the approximation signal through wavelet
transformation, a second hard thresholding part for extract-
ing only the signal greater than the predetermined threshold
value among the detail signals generated through the wave-
let transformation, and a signal combining part for combin-
ing the signal greater than the predetermined threshold value
with the approximation signal generated through the wavelet
transformation.
12. A method of detecting a heartbeat using a photopl-
ethysmography (PPG), comprising the steps of:
(a) detecting a PPG signal received from a user through a
PPG sensor unit;

(b) calculating an expected mean interbeat interval (mean
IBI) from the PPG signal; and

(c) detecting determining an optimal heartbeat sequence
or mean heart rate from candidate heartbeat sequences
which have been detected from the PPG signal using
the expected mean interbeat interval.

13. The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the step
(b) comprises the steps of:

(b1) performing a hard thresholding process of the PPG

signal on the basis of a predetermined level;

(b2) calculating an autocorrelation function value of the

hard thresholded PPG signal; and

(b3) detecting a time when a first peak of the autocorre-

lation function value occurs.

14. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the
predetermined hard thresholding level is expressed as 0.5x
max(input).

15. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the step
(b) further comprises the step of clipping the PPG signal
with a predetermined level.

16. The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the step
(c) comprises the steps of:

(c1) detecting peaks from the PPG signal;

(c2) forming a plurality of candidate heartbeat sequences

based on the detected peaks;

(c3) selecting the optimal heartbeat sequence among the

plurality of candidate heartbeat sequences; and

(c4) calculating the mean heart rate based on the heartbeat

sequences selected by the heartbeat sequence selecting
part.

17. The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the step
(c2) comprises the steps of:

(c2-1) selecting respective peaks within a predetermined

period of time as starting points; and

(c2-2) selecting peaks within intervals sequentially

spaced apart from the starting points by a value of mean
IBI=AT and then setting the selected peaks as the
plurality of candidate heartbeat sequences.

18. The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the step
(c2-4) comprises the steps of:

selecting a peak close to the expected mean interbeat

interval if there are a plurality of peaks within the
intervals sequentially spaced apart from the starting
point by the value of mean IBI+AT; and

expanding an interval range of AT by a predetermined

increment if there are no peaks within the intervals
spaced apart from the starting points by the value of
mean IBI+AT or the signal is lower than a predeter-
mined value.

19. The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the step
(c3) comprises the steps of:

selecting window signals sequentially spaced apart from

the selected starting points by a value of mean IBI; and
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selecting the optimal heartbeat sequence by combining
the window signals with the candidate heartbeat
sequences having the same starting points as the win-
dow signals and then comparing combined results
thereof with one another.

20. The method as claimed in claim 12, further compris-

ing the step of:

(d) determining a level of a motion artifact based on the
PPG signal detected from the PPG sensor unit and then
generating a warning message when the level of the
motion artifact is greater than a predetermined thresh-
old value.

21. The method as claimed in claim 20, further compris-

ing the step of:

(e) displaying the detected optimal heartbeat sequence or
mean heart rate and the warning message on a screen.

22. The method as claimed in claim 20, wherein the step

(d) comprises:

(d1) a TEO operating step of calculating a sudden rate of
change in an amplitude and frequency of the PPG
signal;

(d2) a convolution step of convoluting the signal output-
ted from the step (d1) with a predetermined window
function; and

(d3) a warning message generating step of performing the
hard thresholding process of the convoluted signal on
the basis of a predetermined level and then generating
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a warning message when the hard thresholded signal is
greater than me predetermined threshold value.

23. The method as claimed in claim 12, further compris-

ing:

(f) a filtering step of selectively passing only a signal
within a specific frequency band among the PPG signal
detected by the PPG sensor unit.

24. The method as claimed in claim 12, further compris-

ing the steps of:

(g) decomposing the PPG signal detected from the PPG
sensor unit into an approximation signal and detail
signals through wavelet transformation; and

(h) combining the approximation signal and the detail
signals greater than a predetermined threshold value so
that a resultant approximated signal can be generated.

25. The method as claimed in claim 24, wherein the step

(h) comprises:

(h1) a hard thresholding step of extracting only the signal
greater than the predetermined threshold value among
the detail signals generated through the wavelet trans-
formation; and

(h2) a signal combining step of combining the approxi-
mation signal with the detail signal extracted from the
step (hl) and greater than the predetermined threshold
value.
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