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APPARATUS FOR RECORDING AN
ELECTROCARDIOGRAM

RELATED APPLICATION

This is a continuation of International Application No.
PCT/FR99/00157 with an international filing dated of Jan.
27, 1999, which is based on French Patent Application No.
98/00919 filed Jan. 28, 1998.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of electrocar-
diography. More particularly, the invention concerns a por-
table apparatus or device for recording an electrocardio-
gram.

BACKGROUND

The general principle of such devices is, in particular,
known from French patent FR2645005. FR*005 describes a
device for successively recording a control electrocardio-
gram and a second electrocardiogram from a patient, then
comparing the electrocardiograms after having transmitted
them to a remote computer. The device described in FR’005
requires installation of a plurality of electrodes connected to
the housing via cords. The electrodes must be fixed on the
body by bracelets or similar means. The relevance of such a
device is mainly related to alleged seizure situations. This
enables a patient to record by himself, an emergency
electrocardiogram, without the presence or aid of medical
personnel.

However, it is important that handling the device be
simplified to the utmost. Indeed, when the patient recognizes
signs of a seizure, or believes that he has recognized such
signs, it is desirable that the handling operation be very
simple to perform. The device from the prior art is not
entirely satisfactory in this respect. Actually, this requires
positioning of three electrodes on three distinct parts of the
patient’s body, possibly plugging the connection sockets of
the cords connecting the electrodes to the portable housing
and handling the device to which several cables of about a
length of one meter are connected.

The publication W094/03106 is also known from the
state of the art. WO’106 is believed to comprise the closest
state of the art. It discloses an acquisition housing including
nine electrodes. Six of these electrodes are positioned on a
housing, following a rigid curved surface. The other elec-
trodes corresponding to peripheral signals are meant to be
applied against the patient’s skin, at both arms and the groin.

Satisfactory results cannot be obtained by using such a
device. It is extremely difficult for a patient using this
equipment by himself, to properly apply the housing on his
thorax, so as to ensure excellent contact and without any
“trembling” for each of the six pre-cordial electrodes. In
addition to this difficulty, it should be noted that the patient
must simultaneously block the two upper peripheral elec-
trodes under his armpits.

Finally, the patient has to handle the device to trigger the
recording and hold a telephone set in one hand for trans-
mitting the vocal signal generated by the device. Unless the
patient is a proven contortionist, proper use of such an
equipment is virtually impossible for a patient who may be
in a situation of anxiety and stress.

The invention solves this problem in a way which is not
described in the prior art, and which is not obviously
inferred from it.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Apparatus for recording an electrocardiogram compris-
ing: a portable housing; and an analyzer which acquires,
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processes and stores electrical signals delivered by elec-
trodes positioned on the housing such that the electrodes
may be applied to a patient’s thorax, and wherein the
housing has a first series of three metallic electrodes posi-
tioned for application on the patient’s thorax to acquire three
precordial signals, a second series of two metallic electrodes
positioned on the housing so that the patient’s fingers may
be applied thereon, to acquire two peripheral signals, and a
skin electrode to acquire a third peripheral signal, connected
to the housing by a connecting cable.

A system for interpreting electrocardiograms from a
patient recorded by a portable device comprising: a device
for recording an electrocardiogram including a portable
housing and an analyzer which acquires, processes and
stores electrical signals delivered by electrodes, wherein the
housing has a first series of three metal electrodes positioned
so that they may be applied on the patient’s thorax to acquire
three precordial signals and a second series of two metal
electrodes positioned so that the patient’s thumbs may be
applied for acquiring two peripheral signals, as well as a skin
electrode for acquiring a third peripheral signal, connected
to the housing by a connecting cable; and, a microcomputer
capable of receiving, storing and displaying information
transmitted by the portable device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood upon reading the
description of a non-limiting exemplary embodiment, with
reference to the appended drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of the housing according
to the invention;

FIG. 2 shows a schematic view of the positioning of the
device during its use;

FIGS. 3 and 4 show front and rear perspective views of an
alternative embodiment of the device; and

FIG. 5 shows a front perspective view of the embodiment
of FIGS. 3 and 4 with the rod retracted and the arms in a
folded, transport position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The following description is intended to refer to specific
embodiments of the invention illustrated in the drawings and
is not intended to define or limit the invention, other than in
the appended claims. Also, the drawings are not to scale and
various dimensions and proportions are contemplated.

The device according to the exemplary embodiment
described as non-limiting, comprises a plastic housing hav-
ing a thickness of about 60 mm and a width of about 200
mm. It has a concave front face 2 and an upper face 3
provided with monitoring means.

The concave front face 2 has three metal electrodes 4, 5,
6 transversely positioned with respect to the concave face.
The electrodes have a contact surface which is about 10 mm
wide and about 35 mm high. The radius of curvature of the
concave front face 2 is about 300 mm and the distance
between two consecutive electrodes is about 60 mm.

The upper face 3 has two metal electrodes 7, 8 of circular
shape, having a diameter of about 15 mm. Furthermore, the
upper face 3 has control buttons 9, 10, 11 for starting and
stopping the device, and for selections with the aid of a menu
appearing on a display screen 12. This screen 12 allows
textual information to be displayed as well as graphical
information.

The housing further comprises a cord terminating with a
skin electrode of the “keel” type. This electrode has the
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shape of a metal conductor with a Iength of about 40 mm and
with a cross section of about 5 mm, preferably made of
chromium plated brass. An electrical conductor is soldered
on one of its ends. A plastic cap is molded from a casting on
the solder. This molded cap protects the electrical connec-
tion. The side face 13 of the housing has a trapdoor 14 which
may be shut by a movable or hinged flap. This trapdoor
protects a connector which plugs into a multistandard
connector, for connecting the portable recorder to a classical
electrocardiograph. To prevent improper plugging of cords,
especially cords connected to the mains, opening the flap
actuates a switch which controls insulation of the electrodes
4-8 and of the skin electrode.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic view of the use of the housing.
The patient applies the housing against the thorax, by
holding it with both hands. The right thumb is applied on the
electrode 8 and the left thumb on the electrode 7. The central
electrode 5 is applied under the patient’s nipple, and the two
side electrodes 4, 6 are applied against the patient’s chest, on
both sides of a substantially horizontal line.

The center electrode 5 is thus applied against the V3
precordial point, and the side electrodes 4, 6 against the V2
precordial point, and against a point located between the
precordial points V4 and V5. The signal corresponding to
the V3 precordial point is processed to provide a signal
corresponding to neutral.

The device provides simultaneous recording of five leads
and reconstruction of three additional leads for storing and
displaying eight leads of the electrocardiogram D1, D2, D3,
aVR, aVL, aVF, V2 and V3 for a period of a few seconds,
for example 12 seconds. Through an external patient cord, a
complete recording of 12 leads may be performed by the
physician.

The signals acquired through the six electrodes are pro-
cessed in a globally known way. First, they are pre-
amplified, then digitized by an analog/digital converter.
These digital signals are then filtered to suppress noise such
as “50 Hz” signals and various predictable artifacts.

The thereby processed signal is then stored in a non
volatile memory including six locations in the described
example. Recording a new series of signals causes the oldest
recording to be deleted. These data may also be displayed on
the screen 12 graphically.

In a first exemplary embodiment, the device provides
simultaneous recording of five leads for 12 seconds, calcu-
lation of three additional leads and storage of eight or more
plots, comparison with one or two reference electrocardio-
grams and remote transmission of the stored data.

The digitized and pre-processed signals are also inter-
preted by an “expert system” software package, which
performs the extraction of a plurality of descriptors. In the
described example, extraction of 243 descriptors is per-
formed. These descriptors may be stored and transmitted to
remote equipment with high efficiency, because the data
occupy very limited space while representing high density
information.

The recorded data are transmitted to a remote station
connected to the portable device via a switched telephone
network, a cellular telephone network or a digital network or
even by a dedicated network of the “extranet” type. These
data may include one or more recent recordings performed
by the patient, optionally, one or more reference recordings,
data on the patient’s identity and descriptors of the various
recordings.

The quality of recognition and reproduction of the arti-
facts induced by the operation of a pacemaker (spikes) was
demonstrated in first experiments which were conducted
confidentially.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

FIG. 3 shows an alternative embodiment, wherein a
housing 30 has two arms 31, 32. These arms 31, 32 may be
retractable for example via a joint enabling them to be folded
back against a face or an edge of the housing, to reduce bulk
size when the apparatus is not being used. These arms 31, 32
have metal electrodes or electrodes made of plastic filled
with metal or made electrically conductive, on their ends.
The arms 31, 32 are advantageously inclined in their posi-
tion of use, with respect to the median axis of the housing,
to make positioning of the electrodes easier on the V2
precordial point and on the precordial point located between
V4 and V3. The central electrode is held by the housing.

The housing has furthermore two metallized areas 33, 34
for supporting fingers. The housing 30 is provided with a
retractable rod which may extend to the groin of the user.
This rod 1s made up of two segments 38, 39 which slide one
within the other. The distal segment 39 has an electrode for
acquiring a peripheral signal.

The two rods 38, 39 may be made up from strips, jointed
by a hinge 37 so that the retractable rod may follow the
morphology of the user’s body. The distance between the
contact under the nipple and the contact of the groin is
advantageously between about 240 and 292 centimeters. It
may be set to about 250 mm so that it may fit different body
shapes. The peripheral electrode may be made in the shape
of a bar or a pad. Connection with a telephone set is achieved
through connector 40.

FIG. 4 shows a view of the device from behind. The arms
31, 32 have metallized arcas 41, 42 on their ends. The
housing has a metallized area 45 for acquiring the neutral
signal at the position under the nipple. The strip 39 slides
relatively to the strip 38 by following a curved movement,
so as to fit to the waist of the user and to body curvatures.
A compartment for power batteries is closed by a trapdoor.

FIG. 5 represents the device in the transport position. The
arms 31, 32 are folded back on the housing 30. The strip 39
is retracted in the strip 38, which itself is pushed back into
a compartment provided on the housing 30.

An advantageous protocol for use is described in the
following. It includes an initialization phase, prior to using
the device.

The initialization phase for the user who has rented,
received or purchased the device, consists of performing a
first series of one to six acquisitions of electrocardiograms.
The ecg signals are stored in the device, in the memory.
Next, the user connects the device to the telephone network,
for example, through a jack identical to the standard jack of
a telephone set. This solution is advantageous because the
keyboard of the telephone set may be used in the usual way,
and the handset of the telephone set may simply be replaced
with the ecg acquisition device. The latter may comprise a
microphone and a loudspeaker in order to allow interaction
with an operator.

Switching from a vocal mode to a data transmission mode
is done manually, by the user actuating a key for triggering
the data transmission procedure. This may also be triggered
remotely, by the server or by an operator. The ecg parameter
series is transmitted to the processing center which makes
use of these data in order to determine which of these
percritical plots may be selected as reference plot.

After this selection, the processing center proceeds with
initialization of the device by transmitting information such
as an identifier of the patient, data pertaining to the patient
and/or to his attending physician, or even a part of his
medical file, and with deletion of the plots other than the
selected plot in order to form the reference plot.
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On board memory in the housing may include:

The identification of the patient

The subscription status

The reference plot.

In the event of a seizure, the patient transmits these data
after a local discussion, as well as the plot which he has just
recorded. Optionally, communications with the processing
center may be established through an integrated GSM mod-
ule in the housing.

The solution provided by the invention comprises select-
ing a reduced number of precordial signals and proceeding
with acquisition of the upper peripheral signals through
electrodes positioned on the housing, on which the thumb
may be applied.

By reducing the number of precordial electrodes to three,
proper application of the electrodes on the thorax is per-
formed under good conditions. Actually, it is easy to apply
three points on the curved surface of the thorax, whatever
the patient’s morphology. Moreover, the transmission sug-
gested in the W094/03106 document, as DTMF signals, is
too slow and does not allow the signals to be exploited
satisfactorily.

Thus, the invention avoids the drawbacks of the prior art
by providing a device for recording an electrocardiogram
which may be effectively and ergonomically used by the
patient himself, or by staff having a low level of qualifica-
tion. In particular, the invention simplifies signal acquisition
and making signal quality more independent of skin elec-
trode positioning and fixing problems. Another important
aspect of the invention allows information to be acquired for
analyzing repolarization abnormalities and not only those of
arrhythmia. These abnormalities allow a physician having
the recording of the signals at his disposal, to diagnostic
pathologies such as coronary spasms, angina cordis,
infraction, mitral insufficiencies, cardiovascular accidents
and also to localize the abnormality. Consequently, such a
device is particularly adapted to the needs of wearers of
pacemakers.

For this purpose, this invention concerns, in its broad
sense, a device comprising a portable housing and means for
acquiring, processing and storing electrical signals delivered
by electrodes, characterized in that the housing has on one
face, a first series of three metal electrodes positioned so that
they may be applied on the patient’s thorax for acquiring
three precordial signals and a second series of two metal
electrodes positioned on the other face so that the thumbs
can be applied for acquiring two peripheral signals, as well
as a skin electrode for acquiring a third peripheral signal,
connected to the housing by a connecting cable.

One important characteristic of the invention relates to the
choice of the precordial and peripheral acquired signals. It
has appeared that by choosing to acquire only three precor-
dial signals, the quality of the recording of an electrocar-
diogram by the patient may be considerably improved.
Actually, the quality of the ecg recording largely depends on
the conditions of application of the electrodes on the
patient’s body. If they are badly applied, or if there is a
change in the applied pressure, the acquired bio-electrical
signals are strongly disrupted and cannot be utilized satis-
factorily. None of the prior art devices comes up with a
satisfactory solution to the problem posed by the acquisition
of a complete and good quality ecg signal by a moderately
experienced user.

The device may thus directly acquire five leads, and
calculate three additional leads, by simply applying the
housing against the thorax, and by only placing one skin
electrode.
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As previously described above, the position of the first
series of electrodes is preferably determined so that the
central electrode may be applied at the patient’s left nipple,
corresponding to the V3 precordial point, and the side
electrodes may be applied on both sides of the patient’s
nipple, corresponding to the V2 precordial point and to a
point located between the V4 and V5 precordial points,
respectively.

According to a preferred embodiment, the first series of
electrodes is positioned on the concave side face of the
housing and in such a way that the second series of elec-
trodes is positioned on both sides of the upper face of the
housing, whereby the housing’s shape is determined so as to
allow it to be held with two hands, between the thumbs
pressing against the two electrodes of the second series
respectively and the forefingers.

Advantageously, the device includes a graphic display for
displaying a previously acquired and stored plot, for dis-
playing all the plots, especially the percritical electrocardio-
gram’s plot, and/or for displaying information pertaining to
the patient. This embodiment has an essential technical
effect: a physician is able to proceed immediately with an
analysis of the electrocardiogram recorded by the patient.
The alleged seizure situation may relatively often arise in a
public place, for example, a shop, an aircraft, a train. In such
a situation, the patient may proceed with recording his
electrocardiogram and show the device to a physician
present in the public place so that he may view the electro-
cardiogram and proceed with analysis on the spot. This
alternative is also adapted to medicine in the field, in
medically badly equipped areas. Medical staff equipped with
light and portable means may then proceed with examina-
tions which up to now were reserved to practices equipped
with costly hardware. Preferably, the device includes a
modem for transmitting recorded information to remote
equipment.

According to an other alternative, the device includes a
connector for a peripheral, for example a micro-computer or
a printer, whereby said connector is protected by a trapdoor
which may be closed by a flap which actuates in the open
position a contactor ensuring disconnection of the elec-
trodes. This embodiment prevents risks of electrocution,
even if the user attempts to proceed with a wrong connec-
tion.

Advantageously, the device includes means for storing at
least a procedure for accessing remote equipment. This
procedure may simply consist of the telephone number, or of
a more elaborate procedure comprising steps for detecting
reception by the remote equipment and for transmitting to
other equipment if the former is not enabled.

According to another advantageous alternative, the device
includes means for storing at least a piece of information for
identifying the user of the device, wherein said information
may be transmitted by modem and displayed on the device’s
display.

According to another alternative, the device includes a
socket for connecting a universal connector having means
for connection, compatible with a plurality of electrocardio-
graphs. This alternative provides connection to any standard
electrocardiograph, a pen electrocardiograph for example,
for making use of the information recorded by the patient
under a format which the physician is used to.

Preferentially, the device includes means for storing at
least a reference electrocardiogram and a plurality of elec-
trocardiograms recorded in a re-recordable buffer memory.
According to a particular application, two reference elec-
trocardiograms are recorded, one with the enabled
pacemaker, the other with the disabled pacemaker.
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According to a preferred alternative, the device includes
means for calculating a plurality of descriptors correspond-
ing to the signals acquired through these electrodes, wherein
said descriptors are stored and suitable for being transmitted
to the remote equipment. The invention further relates to
equipment for interpreting electrocardiograms recorded by a
portable device, wherein a micro-computer is provided with
its own means for receiving, storing and displaying infor-
mation transmitted by said portable device.

We claim:

1. Apparatus for recording an electrocardiogram compris-
ing:

a portable housing; and

an analyzer which acquires, processes and stores electri-

cal signals delivered by electrodes positioned on said
housing such that said electrodes are capable of being
applied to a patient’s thorax, and

wherein said housing has 1) a three metallic precordial

electrodes positioned for application on said patient’s
thorax to acquire three precordial signals, ii) two metal-
lic peripheral electrodes positioned on said housing and
adapted so that a patient’s fingers on both hands are
capable of being applied to the electrodes to acquire
two peripheral signals, iii) a skin electrode to acquire a
third peripheral signal, and iv) a cable connected
between said housing and said skin electrode.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
position of said precordial electrodes is dimensioned so that
the central electrode is capable of being applied at or
adjacent the left nipple of the patient, corresponding to a V3
precordial point on the patient, and the other electrodes of
said precordial electrodes are capable of being applied at or
on both sides of the nipple, corresponding to a V2 precordial
point on the patient and to a point located between V4 and
V5 precordial points on the patient, respectively.

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the
housing has a concave side and an upper face, and the first
series of electrodes is positioned on a face of the concave
side of the housing, and wherein the second series of
electrodes is positioned on both sides of the upper face of the
housing, wherein the shape of the housing is dimensioned so
that it is capable of being held with both hands, between
thumbs pressing on the two electrodes of the second series
and forefingers, respectively.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
analyzer acquires and records a plot and further comprises a
graphic display for displaying a previously acquired and
stored plot.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising
remote equipment and means for storing at least a procedure
for accessing the remote equipment.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising
a modem, a display and means associated with the housing
for storing at least a piece of information for identifying the
user of the device, wherein said information is capable of
being transmitted by the modem and displayed on the
display.

7. The apparatus according to claim 6 further comprising
a pacemaker, first means for recording a reference electro-
cardiogram associated with the pacemaker and second
means for recording associated with the pacemaker, wherein
the pacemaker is capable of being enabled or disabled.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising
a socket in the housing for connecting a universal connector
having connection means capable of being connected to a
plurality of electrocardiographs.

9. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising
a recordable buffer memory associated with the housing and
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means for storing at least a reference electrocardiogram and
a plurality of recorded electrocardiograms in the
re-recordable buffer memory.
10. Apparatus for recording an electrocardiogram com-
prising:
a portable housing; and
an analyzer which acquires, processes and stores electri-
cal signals delivered by electrodes positioned on said
housing such that said electrodes are capable of being
applied to a patient’s thorax, and
wherein said housing has i) three metallic precordial
electrodes positioned for application on said patient’s
thorax to acquire three precordial signals, ii) two metal-
lic peripheral electrodes positioned on said housing and
adapted so that a patient’s fingers are capable of being
applied to the electrodes to acquire two peripheral
signals, iii) a skin electrode to acquire a third peripheral
signal, and iv) a cable connected between said housing
and said skin electrode, and a connector for connecting
a peripheral device for recording an electrocardiogram,
said connector comprising a trapdoor, a flap, a
contactor, and a socket protected by said trapdoor
which is capable of being closed by said flap which in
the open position actuates said contactor ensuring dis-
connection of the electrodes.
11. Apparatus for recording an electrocardiogram com-
prising:
a portable housing; and
an analyzer which acquires, processes and stores electri-
cal signals delivered by electrodes positioned on said
housing such that said electrodes are capable of being
applied to a patient’s thorax, and
wherein said housing has i) three metallic precordial
electrodes positioned for application on said patient’s
thorax to acquire three precordial signals, ii) two metal-
lic peripheral electrodes positioned on said housing and
adapted so that a patient’s fingers are capable of being
applied to the electrodes to acquire two peripheral
signals, ii1) a skin electrode to acquire a third peripheral
signal, iv) two side arms each bearing one of said
precordial electrodes and a retractable rod including
said third peripheral electrode at an end thereof.
12. The apparatus according to claim 11 wherein the arms
are inclined with respect to a median axis of the housing.
13. The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the arms
are jointed for swinging between an extended position and
a folded back position against the side faces of the housing.
14. The apparatus according to claim 11, further compris-
ing a hinge and a set of two retractable strips jointed by the
hinge, wherein the peripheral electrode is fixed to an end
portion of the set of two retractable strips.
15. Apparatus for recording an electrocardiogram com-
prising:
a portable housing; and
an analyzer which acquires, processes and stores electri-
cal signals delivered by electrodes positioned on said
housing such that said electrodes are capable of being
applied to a patient’s thorax, and
wherein said housing has i) three metallic precordial
electrodes positioned for application on said patient’s
thorax to acquire three precordial signals, ii) two metal-
lic peripheral electrodes positioned on said areas of said
housing and adapted so that a patient’s thumbs are
capable of being applied to said electrodes to acquire
two peripheral signals, iii) a skin electrode to acquire a
third peripheral signal, and iv) a cable connected
between said housing and said skin electrode.
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16. A system for interpreting electrocardiograms from a
patient recorded by a portable device capable of transmitting
signals comprising:

a device for recording an electrocardiogram including a
portable housing and an analyzer which acquires, pro-
cesses and stores electrical signals delivered by
electrodes,

wherein said housing has 1) three metal precordial elec-
trodes positioned so that they are capable of being
applied on said patient’s thorax to acquire three pre-

5
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cordial signals ii) two metal peripheral electrodes posi-
tioned so that the patient’s thumbs on both hands are
capable of being applied to the electrodes for acquiring
two peripheral signals, iii) a skin electrode for acquir-
ing a third peripheral signal, iv) a cable connected
between said housing and said skin electrode and, v) a
microcomputer capable of receiving, storing and dis-
playing the signals transmitted by said portable device.
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