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ADAPTIVE SAMPLING OF HEART SOUNDS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application is a divisional of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/564,637, now issued as U.S. Pat. No.
8,096,954, filed Nov. 29, 2006, which is incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Various examples relate to the field of implantable medi-
cal devices, and in an example, but not by way of limitation,
to the adaptive sampling of heart sounds by implantable
medical devices.

BACKGROUND

The heart is at the center of the circulatory system. It
includes four chambers—two atria and two ventricles. The
right atrium receives deoxygenated blood from the body,
pumps it into the right ventricle, and the right ventricle
pumps the blood to the lungs to be re-oxygenated. The
re-oxygenated blood returns to the left atrium, it is pumped
into the left ventricle, and then the blood is pumped by the
left ventricle throughout the body to meet the hemodynamic
needs of the body.

Heart sounds are associated with mechanical vibrations
from activity of a patient’s heart and the flow of blood
through the heart. Heart sounds recur with each cardiac
cycle and are separated and classified according to the
activity associated with the vibration. The first heart sound
(S1) is the vibrational sound made during closure of the
mitral and tricuspid valves. The second heart sound (S2) is
made by the closure of the aortic and pulmonary valves. The
third heart sound (S3) and fourth heart sound (S4) are often
related to abnormal filling pressures of the left ventricle
during diastole. Heart sounds are useful indications of
proper or improper functioning of a patient’s heart.

Implantable medical devices (IMDs) are devices designed
to be implanted into a patient. Some examples of these
devices include cardiac function management (CFM)
devices such as implantable pacemakers, implantable car-
dioverter defibrillators (ICDs), cardiac resynchronization
devices, and devices that include a combination of such
capabilities. The devices are typically used to treat patients
using electrical therapy or to aid a physician or caregiver in
patient diagnosis through internal monitoring of a patient’s
condition, or both. The devices may include or be connected
to electrodes in communication with circuitry to monitor
electrical heart activity within a patient, and often include
one or more other sensors to internally monitor other patient
parameters. Other examples of implantable medical devices
include implantable diagnostic devices, implantable insulin
pumps, devices implanted to administer drugs to a patient, or
implantable devices with neural stimulation capability.

OVERVIEW

An implantable medical device can be used to adaptively
sample heart sounds. The heart sounds can be compared to
independently specifiable thresholds, such as to trigger an
alert or responsive therapy, or to display one or more trends.
The heart sound information can also be combined with one
or more other parameters or patient reported symptoms to
generate a status indicator or to trigger an alarm or respon-
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sive therapy or to display one or more trends. The alert can
notify a patient or a caregiver, such as via remote monitor-
ing. The status indicators, alarms, therapy, display, or trend
may be used, for example, to manage congestive heart
failure (CHF).

In Example 1, a system includes an implantable medical
device. The implantable medical device includes a control
circuit; a parameter circuit, coupled to the control circuit, the
parameter circuit including one or more parameters; a sen-
sor, coupled to the control circuit, the sensor configured to
sense energy and produce a signal indicative of heart sounds;
a heart sound detector, coupled to the control circuit, the
heart sound detector adapted to detect heart sounds within
the signal; and a triggering circuit, coupled to the control
circuit, the triggering circuit configured to transmit a signal
to the control circuit upon the occurrence of a triggering
event. The sensor senses energy or the heart sound detector
detects heart sounds as a function of the one or more
parameters. The triggering circuit signal causes a change in
one or more of the parameters.

In Example 2, the sensor of Example 1 is optionally an
acoustic sensor that senses acoustic energy and produces an
acoustic signal.

In Example 3, the parameters of Examples 1-2 optionally
include one or more of a sampling frequency, a data acqui-
sition separation interval (also referred to as a data acqui-
sition frequency), a data acquisition interval, one or more
characteristics of an ensemble average, a bit resolution, a
noise blanking interval, and a retry interval.

In Example 4, the triggering events of Examples 1-3 are
optionally a function of one or more of a heart rate, a cardiac
cycle phase, a respiration rate, a respiration phase, a posture,
a time of day, a noise level, an activity level, a patient risk
factor, a sleep state, a patient input, a care giver input, a body
weight, a change in health status, a predetermined interval,
a result of a prior data acquisition, a pacing status, a sensing
status, a pressure level, an impedance, a heart rate variabil-
ity, a heart sound amplitude, a heart sound interval, a heart
sound duration, and a clinic visit.

In Example 5, the patient risk factor of Examples 1-4
optionally includes one or more of a heart failure decom-
pensation risk factor, an increase in an occurrence or inten-
sity of one or more of an S3 heart sound and an S4 heart
sound, and an occurrence or change in a splitting of an S1
heart sound or an occurrence or change in a splitting of an
S2 heart sound.

In Example 6, the triggering circuit of Examples 1-5
optionally transmits the signal as a function of one or more
of an onset, a termination, an increase, a decrease, a pres-
ence, an absence, a probability of occurrence, a probability
of frequency, and a rate of change of the one or more
triggering events.

In Example 7, the systems of Examples 1-6 optionally
include a telemetry circuit coupled to the control circuit, and
an external device wirelessly coupled to the telemetry cir-
cuit. The telemetry circuit optionally transmits heart sound
data to the external device as a function of the change in one
or more of the parameters.

In Example 8, the systems of Examples 1-7 optionally
include an external data base coupled to the external device,
the external data base for receiving and storing the heart
sound data.

In Example 9, the systems of Examples 1-8 optionally
include a telemetry circuit coupled to the control circuit and
a second implantable medical. The telemetry circuit option-
ally communicatively couples the first and second implant-
able medical devices.
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In Example 10, the systems of Examples 1-9 optionally
include a therapy circuit, wherein the therapy circuit is
configured to provide therapy to a patient.

In Example 11, the therapy circuit of Examples 1-10 is
configured to provide one or more of pacing, defibrillation,
cardioversion, cardiac resynchronization, and neural stimu-
lation therapy.

In Example 12, a process includes sensing heart sounds
with a first implantable medical device according to one or
more parameters; altering one or more of the parameters as
a function of one or more triggering events; and sensing
heart sounds with the implantable medical device according
to at least the one or more altered parameters.

In Example 13, the parameters of Example 12 optionally
include altering one or more of a sampling frequency, a data
acquisition separation interval, a data acquisition interval,
one or more characteristics of an ensemble average, a bit
resolution, a noise blanking interval, and a retry interval.
The data acquisition separation, data acquisition, and retry
intervals may be adapted according to other triggering
parameters such as a detected change in posture.

In Example 14, the characteristics of the ensemble aver-
age of Examples 12-13 optionally include one or more of
using only sensed heart beats, using only paced heart beats,
selecting non-consecutive heart beats, the number of heart
beats, and a threshold amplitude for heart beats.

In Example 15, the retry interval of Examples 12-14 is
optionally a function of a result of a previous data acquisi-
tion.

In Example 16, the alteration of the sampling frequency
of Examples 12-15 is optionally a function of a frequency
characteristic of a particular heart sound to be sensed.

In Example 17, the data sampling interval of Examples
12-16 is optionally a function of a time period during a
cardiac cycle when a particular heart sound is likely to be
present.

In Example 18, the triggering events of Examples 12-17
are optionally a function of one or more of a heart rate, a
cardiac cycle phase, a respiration rate, a respiration phase, a
posture, a time of day, a noise level, an activity level, a
patient risk factor, a sleep state, a patient input, a care giver
input, a body weight, a patient health status, a predetermined
interval, a result of a prior data acquisition, a pacing status,
a sensing status, a pressure level, an impedance, and a clinic
visit.

In Example 19, the patient risk factor of Examples 12-18
optionally include one or more of a heart failure decompen-
sation risk factor, an increase in an occurrence or intensity
of one or more of an S3 heart sound and an S4 heart sound,
and an occurrence or change in a splitting of an S1 heart
sound or an S2 heart sound.

In Example 20, the alteration of the one or more param-
eters as a function of the one or more triggering events of
Examples 12-19 optionally includes using one or more of an
onset, a termination, an increase, a decrease, a presence, an
absence, and a rate of change of the one or more trigger
events.

In Example 21, the processes of Examples 12-20 option-
ally include returning to the sensing of heart sounds accord-
ing to a previous set of parameters upon a change in one or
more of the triggering events.

In Example 22, the processes of Examples 12-21 option-
ally include one or more of terminating, initiating, increas-
ing, and decreasing heart sound sampling or processing in
response to the one or more triggering events.

In Example 23, the processes of Examples 12-22 option-
ally include comprising changing a processing location
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between the first implantable device and one or more of a
second implantable device and an external device as a
fanction of one or more of the triggering events.

In Example 24, the processes of Examples 12-23 option-
ally include telemetering heart sound data to one or more of
another implantable device, an external device, and an
external database as a function of one or more of the
triggering events.

In Example 25, the processes of Examples 12-24 option-
ally include synchronizing the sensing of the heart sounds
with a physiological event as a function of one or more of
the triggering events.

In Example 26, the physiological event of Examples
12-25 optionally includes one or more of respiration, pos-
ture, sleep state, circadian rhythm, paced heart beats, sensed
heart beats, and heart rate.

This overview is intended to provide an overview of the
subject matter of the present patent application. It is not
intended to provide an exclusive or exhaustive explanation
of the disclosure. The detailed description is included to
provide further information about the subject matter of the
present patent application.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, which are not necessarily drawn to scale,
like numerals describe similar components throughout the
several views. The drawings illustrate generally, by way of
example, but not by way of limitation, various examples
discussed in the present document.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of an implanted medical
device coupled to an adjunct external device.

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an implantable
medical device.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of an example process to
adaptively sample heart sounds.

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate a flowchart of another example
process to adaptively sample heart sounds.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example ensemble averaging tech-
nique.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a first implantable medi-
cal device and a second implantable medical device coupled
to an adjunct external device.

FIG. 7 illustrates a block diagram of a first implantable
medical device and a second implantable medical device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description refers to the accom-
panying drawings which form a part hereof, and in which is
shown by way of illustration specific examples in which the
disclosure may be practiced. These examples, which are
sometimes referred to as examples, are discussed in suffi-
cient detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice the
teachings of the disclosure, and such examples may be
combined, or other examples may be utilized, and structural,
logical and electrical changes may be made without depart-
ing from the scope of the present disclosure. The following
detailed description provides examples, and the scope of the
present disclosure is defined by the appended claims and
their equivalents.

It should be noted that references to “an”, “one™, or
“various” examples in this disclosure are not necessarily to
the same example, and such references contemplate more
than one example.

This document describes adaptive sampling of heart
sounds. In this disclosure, the term heart sound is meant to
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include any sound or vibration generated by the heart, and/or
blood flowing through the heart, including, but not limited to
one or more of an S1 heart sound, an S2 heart sound, an S3
heart sound, an S4 heart sound, a regurgitant heart murmur,
a stenotic heart murmur sound, and a coronary vascular
blood turbulence sound. The term cardiogenic sounds is
sometimes used to generically refer to heart sounds.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of a medical
device system 100 which can be used in connection with
transmitting data from an implantable device 110 to an
adjunct system 160. In an example, the adjunct system 160
is an external (non-implanted) system. FIG. 1 further illus-
trates a body 102 with a heart 105. In this example, the
system 100 includes the implantable medical device 110, a
lead system 108, the adjunct system 160, and a wireless
telemetry link 170. Data and/or other instructions may be
transferred between the device 110 and the adjunct device
160 via the telemetry link 170. FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate that
the implantable medical device 110 may be coupled to a
second implantable medical device 190 via an intra-body
communication link 195. The device 190 may include a
telemetry circuit 260 and an acoustic sensor 270. The
acoustic sensor 270 may be used in addition to, or instead of,
the acoustic sensor 220. Data that is transferred between the
device 110 and the adjunct device 160 may include data
input to and/or data output from a patient or care giver via
the telemetry circuit 260 of the second implantable device
190. Examples of care givers include physicians, nurses, and
relatives, friends or other assistants of the patient.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of an implantable medical
device 110. In this example, the device 110 includes a
control circuit 210, which can include or can be coupled to
a parameter circuit 215. The parameter circuit 215 may
include one or more parameters. Some of these parameters
may be used to determine how the device 110 obtains heart
sounds. An acoustic sensor 220 is coupled to the control
circuit 210. The acoustic sensor 220 may include any sensor
suitable for this purpose including an accelerometer, a
microphone, or some other type of acoustic-to-electrical,
acoustic-to-optical or other acoustic transducer. The acoustic
sensor 220 senses acoustic vibration energy and generates a
responsive signal as a function of the acoustic vibration
energy. The responsive signal produced by the acoustic
sensor may be indicative of a heart sound. A heart sound
detector 225 is coupled to or included in the control circuit
210. The heart sound detector 225 detects heart sounds in the
responsive signal generated by the acoustic sensor 220. In an
example, the acoustic sensor 220 senses acoustic energy
and/or the heart sound detector 225 detects heart sounds as
a function of the one or more parameters stored in the
parameter circuit 215. A triggering circuit 230 is coupled to
or included in the control circuit 210. A triggering signal
generated by the triggering circuit 230 may cause a change
in one or more of these heart sound acquisition or processing
parameters, thereby changing how the implanted device 110
obtains information indicative of heart sounds produced by
the heart. The parameters may also be altered directly by the
control circuit 210, or by another component of the device
110 in conjunction with the control circuit 210. The device
110 may further be configured to include a therapy circuit
280 coupled to the control circuit 210. The therapy circuit
280 may be configured to provide one or more of pacing,
defibrillation, cardioversion, cardiac resynchronization, and
neural stimulation therapy.

In this example, a physioclogical sensor 250 is coupled to
the control circuit 210, such as via a wired or wireless
connection. Examples of the physiological sensor 250 may
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include a heart rate sensing circuit, a respiration rate sensing
circuit, a respiration phase sensing circuit, a posture sensing
circuit, a sleep detector circuit, a blood pressure sensing
circuit, and/or a cardiac impedance sensing circuit. One or
more of the physiological sensors 250 may be part of the
implantable medical device 110. For example, if the
implantable medical device includes a cardiac pacer, then
the pacer may also include a heart rate sensing circuit.

FIG. 2 illustrates that the implantable medical device 110
may further include a telemetry circuit 240, such as coupled
to the control circuit 210. The telemetry circuit 240 wire-
lessly communicatively couples the implantable medical
device 110 to the adjunct or external device 160. In an
example, the telemetry circuit 240 may transmit heart sound
data to the external device 160, for example, as a function of
the change in one or more of the parameters in the parameter
circuit 215. FIG. 2 further illustrates an example in which a
remote or local external database 180 may be coupled to the
external device 160. The external database 180 may be used
for storing data including heart sound data received from the
implantable medical device 110.

FIG. 2 further illustrates an example in which the implant-
able medical device 110 may include an ensemble averaging
circuit 245 or other central tendency or lowpass filtering
circuit. While it is referred to as an ensemble averaging
circuit, such a circuit is not limited to the calculation of a
simple statistical average, but also is meant to encompass
one or more other statistical or other measures such as, for
example, a weighted mean, a median, or a mode. The
ensemble averaging circuit 245 may calculate an ensemble
average for an acoustic signal, a heart sound signal, or any
other signal sensed by the device 110.

The one or more parameters stored within the parameter
circuit 215 may include one or more parameters that control
the manner in which heart sounds are obtained by the device
110. Examples of such parameters may include a sampling
frequency, a data acquisition separation interval, a data
acquisition interval, one or more characteristics of an
ensemble average, a bit resolution, a noise blanking interval,
and a retry interval. In certain examples, the sampling
frequency parameter controls the frequency (i.e., samples
per second) at which data points are sampled in an analog
signal waveform including heart sound information in order
to generate a sampled or digital signal of the waveform. The
data acquisition separation interval generally relates to the
time period separating different data acquisition periods
(e.g., sampling a buffer of heart sound data every 15
minutes), or how often a buffer of multiple heart beats is
updated with newly acquired data. The data acquisition
interval is generally the actual time period during which a
buffer of heart sounds is acquired. For example, the device
110 may sample a set of consecutive heart sounds for 30
seconds. The data acquisition interval may also be referred
to as the acquisition buffer length. The bit resolution gen-
erally refers to the number of bits representing each sample
point. In an example, the bit resolution is 8 bits. In another
example, the bit resolution is 16 bits. The noise blanking
interval generally refers to a time period during which heart
sound data acquisition does not occur (e.g., because it is
automatically inhibited). For example, heart sound data
acquisition may be automatically inhibited during time
periods of increased patient activity, which could result in
higher noise interfering with the heart sound data acquisi-
tion. The noise blanking interval may also refer to a par-
ticular segment of the cardiac cycle during which the device
inhibits or ignores acquired heart sound data (e.g., the first
50 ms of the cardiac cycle), such as to ignore periods of time
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during which useful heart sound information is not likely to
be present. The retry interval generally relates to the amount
of time that the device will wait before it attempts to acquire
more heart sound data after an unsuccessful attempt at
acquiring heart sound data (e.g., because of a noisy signal).
The control circuit 210 and/or the triggering circuit 230 uses
one or more of these parameters to control operation of one
or more of the acoustic sensor 220, the heart sound detector
225, the telemetry circuit 240, and the ensemble averaging
circuit 245, such as in the acquisition or processing of heart
sound data.

One or more of these heart sound parameters that deter-
mine the manner of the acquisition or processing of heart
sounds, such as by the implantable device 110, may be
altered by one or more triggering events, yielding adaptive
heart sound acquisition or processing. In various examples,
such triggering events may be determined as a function of
one or more of a heart rate, a cardiac phase, a respiration
rate, a respiration phase, a posture, a time of day, a noise
level, an activity level, a patient risk factor, a sleep state, a
patient input, a physician input, a body weight, a change in
health status, a predetermined interval, a result of a prior
data acquisition, a pacing status, a sensing status, a pressure
level, an impedance, or a clinic visit.

The device 110 can be configured to adaptively change
any aspect of the manner in which it acquires heart sound
information (e.g., the sampling frequency, the sampling
interval, etc.) as a function of any one or more of the
triggering events. This can be based on either a change in the
triggering event parameter (e.g., an increase in the heart
rate), the presence of a particular triggering event (e.g., the
body is in the prone or supine positions, triggering heart
sound data acquisition), the triggering event being below or
above a threshold (e.g., the level of noise in the system or
environment is below a certain level), and/or a triggering
event parameter that is within a certain range (e.g., acquire
heart sound information between 12:00 p.m. and 4 p.m.).
Therefore, the triggering event may include one or more of
an onset, a termination, an increase, a decrease, a presence,
an absence, and a rate of change of the one or more
triggering event parameters.

In another example, the automatic triggering event may
include an identified patient risk factor, such as one or more
of a heart failure decompensation risk factor, an increase in
an occurrence or intensity of one or more of an S3 heart
sound or an S4 heart sound, an occurrence or change in a
time-splitting of an S1 heart sound or an S2 heart sound, and
a population risk stratifier. The heart failure decompensation
risk factor can include one or more of, for example, an
increased respiration rate, a decreased thoracic impedance,
and an increased resting heart rate. Similarly, an onset or an
increase in the intensity of an S3 or an S4 heart sound are
risk factors, and the manner in which heart sound informa-
tion is obtained by a device may be altered as a function of
the onset or increase in the intensity of the S3 and/or S4 heart
sounds. Similarly, an occurrence or change in a splitting of
an S1 heart sound or an occurrence or a change in a splitting
of an S2 heart sound are risk factors, and heart sound data
acquisition may be adapted accordingly. Also, if there is a
change in the patient’s general health or metabolic need
status (indicated by, for example, an increase in the patient’s
resting heart rate), then the current data acquisition interval
may not be at a sufficient rate, and the data acquisition
interval may be shortened, so that more buffers are collected
during a particular time period. Similarly, the data sampling
interval may be lengthened, so that more heart beats are
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collected in a buffer. Alternatively, if the patient’s general
health status is improving, the sampling frequency may be
decreased.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a process 300 for the
adaptive sampling of heart sounds by an implantable device.
At 310, the process senses heart sounds with an implantable
medical device according to one or more parameters. At 320,
the one or more parameters are altered as a function of one
or more triggering events. Lastly, at 330, heart sounds are
sensed with the implantable medical device according to at
least the one or more altered parameters.

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate another example of a process
400 for the adaptive sampling of heart sounds by an implant-
able device. As indicated in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the process
400 may include at 310 sensing heart sounds with an
implantable medical device according to one or more param-
eters. At 320, the one or more parameters are altered as a
function of one or more triggering events. At 330, heart
sounds are sensed with the implantable medical device
according to at least the one or more altered parameters.

At 410, heart beats that are sensed during a particular data
sampling interval are ensemble averaged before further
analysis is performed on the data. This conditions the signal
by removing noise and compressing the data. An ensemble
average for a buffer of heart sound signals may be generated
or represented by a summation of the accelerometer (or
other acoustic sensing device) outputs relative to a reference
point such as a V-event marker. Using an ensemble average
in the adaptive sampling of heart sounds also permits the
system and method to select certain cardiac cycles in a buffer
for retention, processing, and storage, and permits discard-
ing of other cardiac cycles in a buffer.

An example of a method of selecting particular cardiac
cycles, or heart beats, for an ensemble average is illustrated
in FIG. 5. FIG. 5 illustrates a buffer of heart beat data 510.
The heart beat data 510 includes the duration of each heart
beat in milliseconds. In the example of FIG. 5, the heart beat
data 510 includes the duration of 18 separate heart beats. The
heart beats in the buffer are then sorted in ascending order
of heart beat duration as illustrated in 520. The heart beat
durations are converted to heart rates 530 by taking the
reciprocal of the duration, and a difference 540 is calculated
between the heart rate of a first heart beat in a set of 16
consecutive ordered heart beats and the heart rate of a 16
beat in the set of 16 consecutive heart beats. This calculation
is performed for all the sets of 16 consecutive heart beats in
the buffer, and the set of ordered heart beats with the smallest
change in rate between the first heart beat in the set of 16
consecutive beats and the 16™ heart beat in a set of 16
consecutive beats is selected as the beats to retain, process,
and store. By initially sorting the beats in ascending duration
order, and determining the ordered beats with the smallest
change in heart rate, the process is able to select the “best”
non-consecutive beats for the calculation of the ensemble
average. While the example of FIG. 5 illustrates the selec-
tion of 16 consecutive heart beats from a buffer of 18
consecutive hearts beats, other buffer sizes may be used and
other numbers of consecutive heart beats may be selected.

Additionally or alternatively, the number of beats that
may be selected to construct an ensemble average may be
altered according to the amount of noise detected in the
system and the time allowed for acquisition of the heart
sounds. For example, if the noise increases, it may be
necessary to increase the number of beats that are included
in each ensemble average. As another example, if the use of
the heart sound data by the device 110 requires accelerated
processing, the device may be configured to reduce the
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number of heart beats sampled for an ensemble average,
thereby reducing the time required to generate the ensemble
average.

In a particular example of calculating an ensemble aver-
age, only sensed heart beats are used. In another example,
only paced heart beats are used. In another example, a
certain specified number of cardiac beats must be present in
the data buffer to calculate the ensemble average. If that
minimum number of beats is present in the buffer, the first
beats in the buffer may be selected for the calculation of the
ensemble average, and the rest of the beats in the buffer may
be discarded. In another example, there is a threshold
condition imposed upon the heart sound amplitude in order
for a heart beat to be considered for the ensemble average.
Any or all of these ensemble averaging factors may be
altered by one or more of the triggering events discussed
above.

At 415, the sampling frequency is altered as a function of
a frequency characteristic of a particular heart sound to be
sensed. For example, if the desire is to sense the S3 heart
sound with the implantable device, then the sampling fre-
quency may be set to 10-30 Hz. This may either be done
manually by a health care provider, or done by the device
110 in response to an occurrence or an increase in the S3
heart sound. In another embodiment, the sampling frequency
for S3 may be around 50 Hz for Nyquist purposes. By
comparison, if it is desired to sample the S1 heart sound, a
sampling frequency of 20-50 Hz may be more appropriate
(or up to 100 Hz for Nyquist purposes). Moreover, depend-
ing on the condition of the patient, the device 110 may
adaptively alter between the sampling frequencies of
approximately 10-30 Hz and 20-50 Hz, or other frequencies
that are associated with other heart sounds.

At 420, heart sounds are sensed during a specific time
when a particular heart sound is likely to be present. For
example, if it is desired to sense the S3 heart sound, then the
sampling may be attempted at approximately 500-600 ms
into the cardiac cycle. The sampling may be adjusted based
on the heart rate. At 425, the heart sounds that are sensed
include one or more of an S1 heart sound, an S2 heart sound,
an S3 heart sound, an S4 heart sound, a regurgitant heart
murmur, a stenotic heart murmur sound, and a coronary
vascular blood turbulence sound.

At 430, the device uses one or more triggering events that
are a function of one or more of a heart rate, a cardiac cycle
phase, a respiration rate, a respiration phase, a posture, a
time of day, a noise level, an activity level, a patient risk
factor, a sleep state, a patient input, a physician input, a body
weight, a patient health status, a predetermined interval, a
result of a prior data acquisition, a pacing status, a sensing
status, a pressure level, an impedance, and a clinic visit.

At 435, the device 110 uses as patient risk factors one or
more of a heart failure decompensation factor, an increase in
an occurrence or intensity of one or more of an S3 heart
sound and an S4 heart sound, and an occurrence or change
in a splitting of an S1 heart sound or an occurrence or change
in an S2 heart sound.

At 440, the device, in altering of the one or more
parameters as a function of the one or more triggering events
includes using one or more of an onset, a termination, an
increase, a decrease, a presence, an absence, and a rate of
change of the one or more trigger events.

At 445, the process changes a processing location
between the implantable device and an external device as a
function of one or more of the triggering events. Similarly,
at 450, the process telemeters heart sound data to one or
more of an external device and an external database as a
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function of one or more of the triggering events. At 453, the
process synchronizes the sensing of the heart sounds with a
physiological event as a function of one or more of the
triggering events. At 455, the physiological event includes
one or more of respiration, posture, sleep state, circadian
rhythm, paced heart beats, sensed heart beats, and heart rate.
At 460, the device returns to sensing heart sounds according
to a previous set of parameters upon a change in one or more
of the triggering events.

In the foregoing detailed description, various features are
grouped together in one or more examples or examples for
the purpose of streamlining the disclosure. This method of
disclosure is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention
that the claimed examples of the invention require more
features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as
the following claims reflect, inventive subject matter lies in
less than all features of a single disclosed example. Thus the
following claims are hereby incorporated into the detailed
description of examples of the invention, with each claim
standing on its own as a separate example. It is understood
that the above description is intended to be illustrative, and
not restrictive. It is intended to cover all alternatives, modi-
fications and equivalents as may be included within the
scope of the invention as defined in the appended claims.
Many other examples will be apparent to those of skill in the
art upon reviewing the above description. The scope of the
invention should, therefore, be determined with reference to
the appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents
to which such claims are entitled. In the appended claims,
the terms “including” and “in which” are used as the
plain-English equivalents of the respective terms “compris-
ing” and “wherein,” respectively. Moreover, the terms “first,
” “second,” and “third,” etc., are used merely as labels, and
are not intended to impose numerical requirements on their
objects.

As used in this disclosure, the term “circuit” is broadly
meant to refer to hardware, software, and a combination of
hardware and software. That is, a particular function may be
implemented in specialized circuits, in software executing
on general processor circuits, and/or a combination of spe-
cialized circuits, generalized circuits, and software.

The abstract is provided to comply with 37 C.F.R. 1.72(b)
to allow a reader to quickly ascertain the nature and gist of
the technical disclosure. The Abstract is submitted with the
understanding that it will not be used to interpret or limit the
scope or meaning of the claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. A process to control operation of a medical device
system, the process comprising:

sensing heart sounds of a subject with a first implantable
medical device of the medical device system according
to one or more heart sound signal processing param-
eters, wherein the one or more heart sound signal
processing parameters include one or more character-
istics of an ensemble average, a bit resolution, a noise
blanking interval, and a retry interval;

detecting one or more physiologic triggering events of the
subject during the heart sound sensing;

identifying a type of heart sound to sense, from a plurality
of heart sound types identifiable by the in implantable
medical device, as a function of the one or more
detected physiologic triggering events;

adaptively altering, by the medical device system, one or
more of the heart sound signal processing parameters of
the medical device system in response to the identify-
ing the type of heart sound to sense; and
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sensing heart sounds with the implantable medical device
according to at least the one or more altered heart sound
signal processing parameters.

2. The process of claim 1, wherein altering one or more
of the heart sound signal processing parameters includes
altering the one or more characteristics of an ensemble
average, wherein the characteristics of an ensemble average
include one or more of using only sensed heart beats, using
only paced heart beats, selecting non-consecutive heart
beats; the number of heart beats, and a threshold amplitude
for heart beats.

3. The process of claim 1, wherein altering one or more
of the heart sound signal processing parameters includes
altering the retry interval, wherein the retry interval is a
function of a result of a previous data acquisition.

4. The process of claim 1, further including altering a
sampling frequency used in sampling the heart sound,
wherein the sampling frequency is a function of a frequency
characteristic of an S3 or S4 heart sound.

5. The process of claim 1, wherein altering one or more
of the heart sound signal processing parameters includes
altering the data sampling interval, wherein the data sam-
pling interval is a function of a time period during a cardiac
cycle when a particular heart sound is likely to be present.

6. The process of claim 1, wherein the one or more
physiologic triggering events include a function of one or
more of a heart rate, a cardiac cycle phase, a respiration rate,
a respiration phase, a posture, a time of day, a noise level, an
activity level, a patient risk factor, a sleep state, a body
weight, a change in patient health status, a predetermined
interval, a result of a prior data acquisition, a pacing status,
a sensing status, a pressure level, an impedance, a heart rate
variability, a heart sound amplitude, a heart sound interval,
and a heart sound duration.

7. The process of claim 6, wherein the patient risk factor
includes one or more of a heart failure decompensation risk
factor, an increase in an occurrence or intensity of one or
more of an S3 heart sound and an S4 heart sound, and an
occurrence or change in a splitting of an S1 heart sound, and
an occurrence or change in a splitting of an S2 heart sound.

8. The process of claim 1, wherein the altering of the one
or more parameters as a function of the one or more
physiologic triggering events includes using one or more of
an onset, a termination, an increase, a decrease, a presence,
an absence, and a rate of change of the one or more
physiologic trigger events.

9. The process of claim 1, further comprising returning to
the sensing of heart sounds according to a previous set of
parameters upon a change in one or more of the physiologic
triggering events.

10. The process of claim 1, comprising one or more of
terminating, initiating, increasing, and decreasing sampling

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

12

of a heart sound signal or processing of the heart sound
signal in response to the one or more physiologic triggering
events.

11. The process of claim 1, comprising changing a pro-
cessing location between the first implantable device and
one or more of a second implantable device and an external
device as a function of one or more of the physiologic
triggering events.

12. The process of claim 1, comprising telemetering heart
sound data to one or more of another implantable device, an
external device, and an external database as a function of
one or more of the physiologic triggering events.

13. The process of claim 1, comprising synchronizing the
sensing of the heart sounds with another physiological event
as a function of one or more of the physiologic triggering
events.

14. The process of claim 13, wherein the physiological
event includes an event related to one or more of respiration,
posture, sleep state, circadian rhythm, paced heart beats,
sensed heart beats, and heart rate.

15. A process of controlling an implantable medical
device, the process comprising:

sensing heart sounds with the implantable medical device

according to one or more heart sound signal processing
parameters;
identifying a type of heart sound to sense, from a plurality
of heart sound types identifiable by the implantable
medical device, as a function of one or more physi-
ologic triggering events that include a patient risk
factor detected during the heart sound sensing; and

adaptively selecting, by self-configuring of the implant-
able medical device, a first value of a heart sound signal
sampling frequency when the identified type of heart
sound is a first heart sound type, and selecting a second
different value of the heart sound signal sampling
frequency when the identified type of heart sound is a
second different heart sound type.

16. The process of claim 15, wherein selecting a heart
sound signal sampling frequency according to the identified
heart sound includes selecting a first signal sampling fre-
quency when the identified heart sound is an S3 heart sound
and selecting a second different signal sampling frequency
when the identified heart sound is an S1 heart sound.

17. The process of claim 15, wherein selecting a heart
sound signal sampling frequency according to the identified
heart sound includes selecting a first signal sampling fre-
quency for the identified heart sound at a first determined
heart rate and selecting a second different sampling fre-
quency for the identified heart sound at a second determined
heart rate.
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