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(57) ABSTRACT

Ventilation information may be presented. Output signals
may be received that convey information related to one or
more breathing parameters of a subject receiving assisted or
controlled mechanical ventilation. Based at least in part on
the received output signals, volumetric components of a
tidal volume of the subject may be determined. The volu-
metric components may include an alveolar dead space, an
effective alveolar tidal volume, and/or other volumetric
components. The alveolar dead space is the volume of
inspired gas that occupies alveoli but does not take part in
oxygen exchange in the lungs of the subject. The effective
alveolar tidal volume is the volume of inspired gas that takes
part in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the subject. A visual
representation that textually or graphically represents the
tidal volume, and/or textually or graphically represents the
volumetric components separately from each other may be
presented via a user interface.
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1
INTUITIVE PRESENTATION OF
VENTILATION EFFECTIVENESS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to intuitive presentation of ventila-
tion effectiveness including textual and/or graphical repre-
sentation of respiratory rate, tidal volume, and/or volumetric
components of tidal volume.

2. Description of the Related Art

During mechanical ventilation of a subject, various set-
tings such as tidal volume, respiratory rate, and/or other
settings may be adjusted on a mechanical ventilator to
deliver minute ventilation sufficient to support metabolism.
The delivered minute ventilation may be reduced by the
presence of dead space, which includes airways and alveoli
that are ventilated but do not participate in gas exchange in
the lungs of the subject. Ventilation exceeding volume of
dead space is thus available for gas exchange, and may be
referred to as effective alveolar minute ventilation. The
effective alveolar minute ventilation is critical for gas
exchange during tidal ventilation. If, for example, a user of
a mechanical ventilator (e.g., a caregiver, a therapy decision-
maker, etc.) sets the delivered minute ventilation without
accounting for loss of ventilation to the dead space, the
subject may be under-ventilated.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One aspect of the invention relates to a method for
presenting ventilation information. The method may include
receiving output signals conveying information related to
one or more breathing parameters of a subject being
mechanically ventilated. The method may include determin-
ing, based on the received output signals, volumetric com-
ponents of a tidal volume of the subject. The volumetric
components include an alveolar dead space and an effective
alveolar tidal volume. The alveolar dead space is the volume
of inspired gas that occupies alveoli but does not take part
in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the subject. The effective
alveolar tidal volume is the volume of inspired gas that takes
part in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the subject. The
method may include presenting, via a user interface, a visual
representation that textually or graphically represents the
tidal volume and the volumetric components.

Another aspect of the invention relates to a system for
presenting ventilation information. The system may include
one or more processors configured to execute computer
program modules. The computer program modules may
include a communications module configured to receive
output signals conveying information related to one or more
breathing parameters of a subject being mechanically ven-
tilated. The computer program modules may include a tidal
parameter determination module configured to determine,
based on the received output signals, volumetric compo-
nents of a tidal volume of the subject. The volumetric
components may include an alveolar dead space and an
effective alveolar tidal volume. The alveolar dead space is
the volume of inspired gas that occupies alveoli but does not
take part in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the subject. The
effective alveolar tidal volume is the volume of inspired gas
that takes part in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the
subject. The computer program modules may include a data
presentation module configured to facilitate presenting, via
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a user interface, a visual representation that textually or
graphically represents the tidal volume and the volumetric
components.

Yet another aspect of the invention relates to a system for
presenting ventilation information. The system may include
communications means for receiving output signals convey-
ing information related to one or more breathing parameters
of a subject being mechanically ventilated. The system may
include tidal parameter determination means for determin-
ing, based on the received output signals, volumetric com-
ponents of a tidal volume of the subject. The volumetric
components may include an alveolar dead space and an
effective alveolar tidal volume. The alveolar dead space is
the volume of inspired gas that occupies alveoli but does not
take part in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the subject. The
effective alveolar tidal volume is the volume of inspired gas
that takes part in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the
subject. The system may include data presentation means for
presenting a visual representation that textually or graphi-
cally represents the tidal volume and the volumetric com-
ponents.

These and other objects, features, and characteristics of
the present invention, as well as the methods of operation
and functions of the related elements of structure and the
combination of parts and economies of manufacture, will
become more apparent upon consideration of the following
description and the appended claims with reference to the
accompanying drawings, all of which form a part of this
specification, wherein like reference numerals designate
corresponding parts in the various figures. In one embodi-
ment of the invention, the structural components illustrated
herein are drawn to scale. It is to be expressly understood,
however, that the drawings are for the purpose of illustration
and description only and are not a limitation of the inven-
tion. In addition, it should be appreciated that structural
features shown or described in any one embodiment herein
can be used in other embodiments as well. It is to be
expressly understood, however, that the drawings are for the
purpose of illustration and description only and are not
intended as a definition of the limits of the invention. As
used in the specification and in the claims, the singular form
of “a”, “an”, and “the” include plural referents unless the
context clearly dictates otherwise.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary system configured to
monitor respiratory rate, tidal volume, and/or volumetric
components of tidal volume.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary math column textually
representing tidal volume and volumetric components
thereof.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary stacked bar plot graphi-
cally representing tidal volume and volumetric components
thereof.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary graphical element picto-
rially representing at least a portion of a human respiratory
system and conveying information relating to respiratory
rate, tidal volume, and/or volumetric components of tidal
volume.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary graphical element picto-
rially representing one or more alveoli shapes and conveying
information relating to respiratory rate, tidal volume and/or
volumetric components of tidal volume.

FIG. 6 illustrates frames of an exemplary animation of a
graphical element.
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FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating an exemplary method for
presenting ventilation information.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100 configured to monitor
respiratory rate, tidal volume, and volumetric components of
tidal volume, according to exemplary embodiments of the
present invention. Such monitoring may be performed dur-
ing mechanical ventilation of a subject 102. In order to,
among other advantages, aid a user of a mechanical venti-
lator and/or the system 100 (e.g., the user, a caregiver, a
therapy decision-maker, etc.) to apply proper settings to the
mechanical ventilator such that the subject 102 is adequately
ventilated, the system 100 presents ventilation information
to the user in an intuitive manner.

Tidal volume delivered to the subject 102 can be divided
into different volumetric components according to the gas
exchange efficiency of the lungs, or part of the lung, of the
subject 102 being ventilated. Examples of these volumetric
components include airway dead space, alveolar dead space,
alveolar tidal volume, effective alveolar tidal volume and/or
other volumetric components. The airway dead space is the
volume of the airway between the external orifices of the
subject 102 and the alveoli within the lungs of the subject
102, and may further include apparatus dead space of a
mechanical ventilator. The alveolar dead space is the volume
within the lungs at which the alveoli do not function
adequately in conjunction with the pulmonary blood to
exchange gas in the blood. The alveolar tidal volume is the
tidal volume less the airway dead space, and the effective
alveolar tidal volume is the tidal volume less the airway dead
space and the alveolar dead space. The airway dead space
remains substantially unchanged during respiration, whereas
the alveolar dead space may change over time, but these
changes are not especially dynamic unless lung injury status
has changed drastically or ventilation/perfusion matching
has been substantially altered.

The volumetric components of the tidal volume may be
provided by volumetric capnography, arterial blood gas
measurements, and/or other measurement or calculation
techniques. The volumetric components of the tidal volume
may be updated on a breath-by-breath basis, for example, as
related information from a mainstream volumetric capnom-
eter is made available. The tidal volume components can be
presented in a breath-by-breath manner in textual and/or
graphical form, which makes analysis of such information as
well as the relationship among the volumetric components
more intuitive for the user. According to some embodiments,
breath movement is animated by a graphical element, which
reflects the relative size of subsequent breaths, a reference
normal value, and/or other information relating to the ven-
tilation of the subject 102. The textual and/or graphical
presentation of ventilation information on a breath-by-
breath basis may support integrated clinical decisions and
provide timely updates when the user acts upon the infor-
mation.

In some embodiments, the system 100 includes an elec-
tronic storage 104, a user interface 106, a blood gas infor-
mation interface 108, a respiration information interface
110, a processor 112, and/or other components. In one
embodiment, the system 100 includes one or more compo-
nents that provide therapy to the subject 102. For example,
the system 100 may include a ventilator (not depicted)
configured to facilitate respiration by the subject 102. One or
more of the settings of the ventilator may be adjusted
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automatically by the processor 112 based on the ongoing
determination of various ventilation information.

The electronic storage 104 comprises electronic storage
media that electronically stores information. The electronic
storage media of the electronic storage 104 may include one
or both of system storage that is provided integrally (i.e.,
substantially non-removable) with the system 100 and/or
removable storage that is removably connectable to the
system 100 via, for example, a port (e.g., a USB port, a
firewire port, etc.) or a drive (e.g., a disk drive, etc.). The
electronic storage 104 may include one or more of optically
readable storage media (e.g., optical disks, etc.), magneti-
cally readable storage media (e.g., magnetic tape, magnetic
hard drive, floppy drive, etc.), electrical charge-based stor-
age media (e.g., EEPROM, RAM, etc.), solid-state storage
media (e.g., flash drive, etc.), and/or other electronically
readable storage media. The electronic storage 104 may
store software algorithms, information determined by the
processor 112, information received via the user interface
106, and/or other information that enables the system 100 to
function as described herein. The electronic storage 104 may
be a separate component within the system 100, or the
electronic storage 104 may be provided integrally with one
or more other components of the system 100 (e.g., the
processor 112).

The user interface 106 is configured to provide an inter-
face between system 100 and the user through which the
user may provide information to and receive information
from the system 100. This enables data, results, and/or
instructions and any other communicable items, collectively
referred to as “information,” to be communicated between
the user and the system 100. Examples of interface devices
suitable for inclusion in the user interface 106 include one or
more of a keypad, buttons, switches, a keyboard, knobs,
levers, a display screen, a touch screen, speakers, a micro-
phone, an indicator light, an audible alarm, a printer, and/or
other interface devices.

It is to be understood that other communication tech-
niques, either hard-wired or wireless, are also contemplated
by the present invention as the user interface 106. For
example, the present invention contemplates that the user
interface 106 may be integrated with a removable storage
interface provided by the electronic storage 104. In this
example, information may be loaded into the system 100
from removable storage (e.g., a smart card, a flash drive, a
removable disk, etc.) that enables the user to customize
implementations of the system 100. Other exemplary input
devices and techniques adapted for use with the system 100
as the user interface 106 include, but are not limited to, an
RS-232 port, RF link, an IR link, modem (telephone, cable,
or other). In short, any technique for communicating infor-
mation with the system 100 is contemplated by the present
invention as the user interface 106.

The blood gas information interface 108 is configured to
receive blood gas information. Blood gas information
includes information related to one or more blood gas
parameters. The blood gas parameters indicate concentra-
tions (e.g., partial pressure) of one or more molecular
species in the blood of the subject 102. By way of non-
limiting example, the one or more molecular species may
include one or more of oxygen, carbon dioxide, bicarbonate,
and/or other molecular species. In one embodiment, the
blood gas information interface 108 includes an electronic
port, lead, wireless receiver, and/or other components
enabling electronic reception of blood gas information to the
system 100. The blood gas information may be received
electronically from a detector configured to measure the one
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or more blood gas parameters. In one embodiment, the blood
gas information interface 108 includes a user interface (e.g.,
the user interface 106) through which the user can manually
input the blood gas information. In one embodiment, blood
gas information is entered manually from a printout, a
patient chart, a log book. and/or some other reference. The
blood gas information interface 108 may be configured to
provide output signals conveying blood gas information
and/or other information to one or more other components of
the system 100 (e.g., the processor 112). In some embodi-
ments, the cardiac information interface 111 includes and
electronic port, lead, wireless receiver, and/or other compo-
nent enabling electronic reception of cardiac information
from one or more sensors.

The respiration information interface 110 is configured to
receive respiration information. Respiration information
includes information related to one or more respiration
parameters of the breathing of the subject 102. The one or
more respiration parameters may include one or more of
pressure, flow rate, tidal volume, alveolar tidal volume,
composition (e.g., partial pressure(s), concentration(s), etc.),
expired carbon dioxide, expired oxygen, respiratory rate,
volume of expired carbon dioxide, mixed expired carbon
dioxide fraction, airway dead volume, apparatus dead vol-
ume, and/or other respiration parameters. The respiration
information interface 110 may be configured to provide
output signals conveying respiration information and/or
other information to one or more other components of the
system 100 (e.g., the processor 112). In one embodiment, the
respiration information interface 110 includes an electronic
port, lead, wireless receiver, and/or other component
enabling electronic reception of respiration information
from one or more sensors and/or a respiration detector 114.

The cardiac information interface 111 is configured to
receive cardiac information. Cardiac information include
information related to one or more cardiac parameters of the
subject 102. The one or more cardiac parameters may
include one or more of cardiac output, pulmonary capillary
blood flow, heart rate, saturation of peripheral oxygen
(8,0,), and/or other cardiac parameters. The cardiac infor-
mation interface 111 may be configured to provide output
signals conveying cardiac information and/or other infor-
mation to one or more other components of the system 100
(e.g., the processor 112). In some embodiments, the cardiac
information interface 111 includes and electronic port, lead,
wireless receiver, and/or other component enabling elec-
tronic reception of cardiac information from one or more
Sensors.

The respiration detector 114 is configured to obtain gas
from at or near the airway of the subject 102. According to
some embodiments, the respiration detector 114 may gen-
erate output signals conveying information obtained from
measurements taken from the obtained gas, which may be
provided to other components of the system 100 (e.g., the
processor 112). In one embodiment, the respiration detector
114 includes a sampling chamber 116 and a sensor 118.

The sampling chamber 116 is configured to receive gas
obtained at or near the airway of the subject 102. The gas
flows through the sampling chamber 116 from an inlet 120
to an outlet 122. The gas is conveyed to the sampling
chamber 116 via a subject interface appliance 124 and/or a
conduit 126. The subject interface appliance 124 may
engage one or more orifices of the airway of the subject 102
in a sealed or unsealed manner. Some examples of the
subject interface appliance 124 may include, for example, an
endotracheal tube, a nasal cannula, a tracheotomy tube, a
nasal mask, a nasal/oral mask, a full face mask, a total face
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mask, a partial rebreathing mask, and/or other interface
appliances that communicate a flow of gas with an airway of
a subject. The present invention is not limited to these
examples, and contemplates implementation of any subject
interface. The sampling chamber may be placed directly in
conduit 126. In this configuration, a pump 128 may not be
needed.

The conduit 126 is configured to place the inlet 120 of the
sampling chamber 116 in fluid communication with the
subject interface appliance 124 such that gas obtained by the
subject interface appliance 124 from at or near the airway of
the subject 102 is provided to the inlet 120 via the conduit
126. In one embodiment, the respiration detector 114 is
configured for side-stream sampling. In this configuration,
the conduit 126 is further configured to place the subject
interface appliance 124 in fluid communication with a
source of a breathable substance. For example, a flow of
breathable gas may be delivered to the subject 102 through
the conduit 126 having one or more parameters that are
controlled in accordance with a therapy regime. The one or
more parameters of the flow of breathable gas that are
controlled may include one or more of pressure, flow rate,
composition, humidity, temperature, and/or other param-
eters. In one embodiment, the respiration detector 114 is
configured for mainstream sampling. In this configuration,
the sampling chamber 116 is disposed within the flow path
through the conduit 126, rather than being disposed off to the
side (as is shown in FIG. 1). In one embodiment in which the
respiration detector 114 is configured for side-stream sam-
pling, or in which the conduit 126 does not provide for
provision of a breathable substance to the airway of the
subject 102, the pump 128 is configured to draw gas from the
conduit 126 into the sampling chamber 116 through the inlet
120.

The sensor 118 is configured to generate output signals
conveying information related to one or more parameters of
the gas within the sampling chamber 116. By way of
non-limiting example, the one or more parameters of the gas
may include composition, pressure, flow rate, and/or other
parameters. In one embodiment, since the gas within the
sampling chamber 116 has been obtained from at or near the
airway of the subject 102, the output signals generated by
the sensor 118 become the respiration information commu-
nicated to the system 100 through the respiration informa-
tion interface 110. In one embodiment, the sampling cham-
ber 116 includes one or more components that process (at
least preliminarily) the output signals of sensor 118 before
communicating the respiration information to the system
100 through the respiration information interface 110.

It will be appreciated that the illustration of the sensor 118
in FIG. 1 as a single component is not intended to be
limiting. In one embodiment, the sensor 118 includes a
plurality of sensors. Further, the location of the sensor 118
within the sampling chamber 116 is not intended to be
limiting. The sensor 118 may include one or more sensing
units disposed in the conduit 126, the subject interface
appliance 124, at the source of the breathable substance, at
or near the pump 128, and/or disposed at other locations
outside of the sampling chamber 116. For example, the
sensor 118 may include a sensor disposed in the conduit 126
to measure airway dead volume, tidal volume, volume of
expired carbon dioxide, and/or other parameters.

The processor 112 is configured to provide information
processing capabilities in the system 100. As such, the
processor 112 may include one or more of a digital proces-
sor, an analog processor, a digital circuit designed to process
information, an analog circuit designed to process informa-
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tion, a state machine, and/or other mechanisms for electroni-
cally processing information. Although the processor 112 is
shown in FIG. 1 as a single entity, this is for illustrative
purposes only. In some implementations, the processor 112
may include a plurality of processing units. These process-
ing units may be physically located within the same device,
or the processor 112 may represent processing functionality
of a plurality of devices operating in coordination.

As is shown in FIG. 1, the processor 112 is configured to
execute one or more computer program modules. The one or
more computer program modules may include one or more
of a communications module 130, a tidal parameter deter-
mination module 132, a data presentation module 134,
and/or other modules. The processor 112 may be configured
to execute the modules 130, 132, and/or 134 by software;
hardware; firmware; some combination of software, hard-
ware, and/or firmware; and/or other mechanisms for con-
figuring processing capabilities on processor 112.

It should be appreciated that although the modules 130,
132, and 134 are illustrated in FIG. 1 as being co-located
within a single processing unit, in implementations in which
the processor 112 includes multiple processing units, one or
more of the modules 130, 132, and/or 134 may be located
remotely from the other modules. The description of the
functionality provided by the modules 130, 132, and/or 134
described below is for illustrative purposes, and is not
intended to be limiting, as any of the modules 130, 132,
and/or 134 may provide more or less functionality than is
described. For example, one or more of the modules 130,
132, and/or 134 may be eliminated, and some or all of its
functionality may be provided by other ones of the modules
130, 132, and/or 134. As another example, the processor 112
may be configured to execute one or more additional mod-
ules that may perform some or all of the functionality
attributed below to one of the modules 130, 132, and/or 134.

The communications module 130 may be configured to
receive output signals conveying information related to one
or more cardiac parameters, one or more breathing param-
eters, and/or other parameters associated with the subject
102. Such output signals may be received from the blood gas
information interface 108, the respiration information inter-
face 110, the cardiac information interface 111, the respira-
tion detector 114, the sensor 118, other components of the
system 100, and/or other sources. The communications
module 130 may be configured to transfer information
between the user interface 106 and the processor 112.

The tidal parameter determination module 132 may be
configured to determine, based on the output signals
received by the communications module 130, volumetric
components of a tidal volume of the subject 102. The
volumetric components may include one or more of an
airway dead space, an alveolar dead space, an alveolar tidal
volume, an effective alveolar tidal volume, and/or other
volumetric components. As discussed above, the airway
dead space is the volume of the airway between the external
orifices of the subject 102 and the alveoli within the lungs of
the subject 102, and may further include apparatus dead
space of a mechanical ventilator. The alveolar dead space is
the volume of inspired gas that occupies alveoli but does not
take part in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the subject 102.
In some embodiments, the alveolar dead space may be
determined as a fraction or percentage (e.g., 5% or 15%) of
the alveolar tidal volume. The alveolar tidal volume is the
tidal volume less the airway dead space. The effective
alveolar tidal volume is the volumetric portion of alveolar
tidal volume that has matching blood perfusion and thus
takes part in gas exchange in the lungs of the subject 102.
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A determination of dead space fraction of the subject 102
may be performed by the tidal parameter determination
module 132 in order to determine one or more volumetric
components. In one embodiment, the tidal parameter deter-
mination module 132 is configured to determine dead space
fraction of the subject 102 according to the following
relationship:

(PaCO; — PeCO,) M

Vd/Vi=
m PaCO;

where Vd/Vt represents dead space fraction with V, repre-
senting the total or physiologic dead space (i.e., sum of
airway dead space, alveolar dead space, and/or other dead
space) and V, representing the tidal volume, PaCO, repre-
sents the partial pressure of carbon dioxide in arterial blood,
and PeCO, represents the mixed expired carbon dioxide for
agiven breath (e.g., may be an average, a mean, and/or some
other aggregated measurement, or may be measured for a
single breath). As will be appreciated, PaCO, is a blood gas
parameter and PeCO, is a respiration parameter. As such, in
a given determination of dead space fraction, the value used
for PaCO, may be “old” (e.g., the same as for a previous
determination of volumetric components), while the value
used for PeCO, is “new” (e.g., obtained since the previous
determination of volumetric components). From dead space
fraction and tidal volume, the total or physiologic dead space
may be derived according to the following relationship:

Vd=Vi-Vd/Vt )

In some embodiments, the airway dead space may be
obtained from a volumetric capnography curve by means of
the Fowler’s dead space method, which is known to those
skilled in the art. Other methods for determining the airway
dead space are contemplated and are within the scope of the
present invention. As mentioned, the alveolar tidal volume is
the tidal volume less the airway dead space. The airway dead
space (and the apparatus dead space, if applicable) is sub-
tracted from the total or physiologic dead space to yield the
alveolar dead space. The alveolar tidal volume less the
alveolar dead space equals the effective alveolar tidal vol-
ume.

It will be appreciated that the particular relationships used
to determine volumetric componernts described above is not
intended to be limiting. The scope of this disclosure includes
at least any other relationships that enable updated determi-
nations of volumetric components to be made based on new
respiration information, blood gas information, and/or other
information that has been used in one or more current or
previous determinations of volumetric components.

The data presentation module 134 may be configured to
present ventilation information. Such ventilation informa-
tion may include respiratory rate, tidal volume, volumetric
components of tidal volume, and/or other information
related to ventilation of the subject 102. The data presenta-
tion module 134 may be configured to present the ventilation
information via the user interface 106. This may provide
updated ventilation information to the user in a substantially
ongoing manner. This may enhance diagnosis and/or treat-
ment of subject 102 by the user. The presented ventilation
information may include one or more visual representations
of the ventilation information. For example, a visual repre-
sentation may textually or graphically represent the tidal
volume. A visual representation may textually or graphically
represent the volumetric components separately from each
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other. In some embodiments, the data presentation module
134 may be configured to provide an indicator representing
a reference tidal volume, reference values of volumetric
components, and/or other reference parameters, which may
be based on one or more previous breaths and/or published
physiological data.

According to some embodiments, a visual representation
presented by the data presentation module 134 may include
amath column that textually represents the tidal volume and
the volumetric components. As such, the tidal volume and
the volumetric components may be arranged in the math
column with arithmetic operators to convey an arithmetic
relationship between the tidal volume and the volumetric
components. An exemplary math column is described in
connection with FIG. 2.

A visual representation presented by the data presentation
module 134, in some embodiments, may include a stacked
bar plot that graphically represents the tidal volume and the
volumetric components. The stacked bar plot may include
one or more bars, where individual ones of the one or more
bars represent the tidal volume at different time intervals.
Individual ones of the one or more bars may include at least
two bar segments stacked from a base line. The at least two
bar segments may include a first bar segment stacked
farthest from the baseline. The first bar segment may rep-
resent the effective alveolar tidal volume. An exemplary
stacked bar plot is described in connection with FIG. 3.

According to some embodiments, a visual representation
presented by the data presentation module 134 may include
a time based series of images. Regions within the images
may be proportional to tidal volume, one or more volumetric
components, and/or other parameters. The series of images
may be view individually, as an array, as an animated
sequence, and/or other format.

In some embodiments, a visual representation presented
by the data presentation module 134 may include a graphical
element pictorially representing at least a portion of a human
respiratory system. A dimension of the graphical element as
a whole may correspond to the tidal volume. Such a graphi-
cal element may include at least two regions. The at least
two regions may include a first region having a dimension
corresponding to the alveolar dead space, and a second
region having a dimension corresponding to the effective
alveolar tidal volume. The graphical element may be ani-
mated such that the respective dimensions of the graphical
element and the at least two regions change during respira-
tion of the subject to reflect the flow of gas into and out of
the at least two regions during respiration. An exemplary
graphical element pictorially representing at least a portion
of a human respiratory system is described in connection
with FIG. 4.

In accordance with some embodiments, a visual repre-
sentation presented by the data presentation module 134
may include a graphical element pictorially representing one
or more alveolus shapes. A dimension of the graphical
element may correspond to the tidal volume. The graphical
element may include at least two regions. The at least two
regions may include a first region having a dimension
corresponding to the alveolar dead space, and a second
region having a dimension corresponding to the effective
alveolar tidal volume. The graphical element may be ani-
mated such that the respective dimensions of the graphical
element and the at least two regions change during respira-
tion of the subject to reflect the flow of gas into and out of
the at least two regions during respiration. An exemplary
graphical element pictorially representing one or more
alveolus shapes is described in connection with FIG. 5.
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The data presentation module 134 may be configured to
present multiple visual representations of the same ventila-
tion information. For example, the data presentation module
134 may present multiple ones of a math column, a stacked
bar plot, a graphical element pictorially representing at least
a portion of a human respiratory system, a graphical element
pictorially representing an alveolus shape, and/or other
visual representations. The multiple visual representations
and/or portions thereof may be coordinated in appearance,
such as for example, by color, texture, and/or other visual
distinctions. This may allow the user to easily identify
volumetric components conveyed by different visual repre-
sentations, to relate ventilation information to individual
breaths of the subject 102, to relate ventilation information
to a trend of breaths over time, and/or to use the ventilation
information for other purposes.

The data presentation module 134 may be configured to
present information associated with the subject 102 other
than ventilation information. For example, the status module
134 may textually or graphically present blood perfusion
information as it relates to effective gas exchange. Such
information may include one or more of magnitude of
cardiac output, magnitude of shunt, oxygen saturation of
blood, heart rate, and/or other information.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary math column 200 textu-
ally representing tidal volume and volumetric components
thereof. The math column 200 may be presented to the user
via the user interface 106. As depicted in FIG. 2, the math
column 200 includes field 202, field 204, field 206, field 208,
and field 210, along with corresponding field labels 212.
One or more of the fields 202-210 may be omitted from the
math column 200 or combined with other ones of the fields
202-210. Additional fields with or without corresponding
field labels may be included in the math column 200. In
some embodiments, the field labels 212 may be omitted, or
may include other visual indications (e.g., icons, other
graphic labels, and/or other text labels) relating to corre-
sponding fields. The fields 202-210 and/or the field labels
212 may be coordinated in appearance, such as for example,
by color, texture, and/or other visual distinctions. Such
appearance coordination may be consistent with one or more
other visual representations presented by the user interface
106.

According to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 2, the field
202 presents tidal volume of the subject 102 (*384” is a
sample value) and is labeled as Vt,_. The field 204 presents
airway dead space of the subject 102 (169 is a sample
value) and is labeled as Vd . The field 206 presents alveolar
tidal volume of the subject 102 (“215” is a sample value) and
is labeled as Vt,,,.. The field 208 presents alveolar dead space
of the subject 102 (“42” is a sample value) and is labeled as
Vd,,,. The field 210 presents effective alveolar tidal volume
of the subject 102 (“173” is a sample value) and is labeled
as Vi g,

An arithmetic relationship between the tidal volume and/
or the volumetric components may be quantitatively con-
veyed by the math column 200. In FIG. 2, the arithmetic
relationship is that the tidal volume equals the sum of the
volumetric components. Arithmetic operators such as a plus
sign (e.g., “+”), a minus sign (e.g., “=”), a multiply sign
(e.g., “x”), a divide sign (e.g., “+”), and/or other operators
may be used to convey an arithmetic relationship. In the
math column 200, a value in the field 204 is subtracted from
a value in the field 202 to yield a value in the field 206. This
operation is indicated by a minus sign beside the field 204.
Similarly, a value in the field 208 is subtracted from a value
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in the field 206 to yield a value in the field 210. This
operation is indicated by a minus sign beside the field 208.

From the arrangement of the fields 202-210, the user may
intuitively determine, for example, that tidal volume deliv-
ered to the subject 102 should be larger that the sum of the
airway dead space and the alveolar dead space in order for
the subject 102 to receive any effective alveolar tidal vol-
ume. The arrangement of the fields 202-210 depicted in FIG.
2 is not intended to be limiting as other arrangements are
contemplated. For example, elements of the math column
200 may be arranged so as to show the same arithmetic
relationship in another form, or a different relationship
between one or more of the tidal volume, one or more of the
volumetric components, and/or other information.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary stacked bar plot 300
graphically representing tidal volume and volumetric com-
ponents thereof. The stacked bar plot 300 may be presented
to the user via the user interface 106. As depicted in FIG. 3,
the stacked bar plot 300 includes a number of bars such as
bar 302. Individual ones of the bars included in the stacked
bar plot 300 represent ventilation information at different
time intervals. Individual ones of the bars included in the
stacked bar plot 300 include three bar segments such as bar
segments 304. In some embodiments, individual ones of the
bars included in the stacked bar plot 300 include two or more
bar segments. The bar segments may be coordinated in
appearance, such as for example, by color, texture, and/or
other visual distinctions. Such appearance coordination may
be consistent with one or more other visual representations
presented by the user interface 106. The stacked bar plot 300
may include a legend 306 to convey what particular infor-
mation corresponds to various bars and/or bar segments.

According to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 3, bar
segments for a given bar are arranged such that a bar
segment stacked closest to baseline 308 represents the
airway dead space, a bar segment stacked above that bar
segments represents the alveolar dead space, and a bar
segments stacked furthest from the baseline 308 represents
the effective alveolar tidal volume. The total height of a
given bar may represent tidal volume. As such, an arithmetic
relationship between the tidal volume and/or the volumetric
components may be conveyed by the stacked bar plot 300
since the tidal volume equals the sum of the volumetric
components. Some embodiments may assign a constant
value to one or more bar segments (e.g., a bar segment
representing airway dead space). In some embodiments,
airway dead space may not be presented and, as such, the
total height of a given bar may represent alveolar tidal
volume.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary graphical element 400
pictorially representing at least a portion of a human respi-
ratory system and conveying information relating to respi-
ratory rate, tidal volume, and/or volumetric components of
tidal volume. In FIG. 4, the at least a portion of a human
respiratory system includes lungs represented by a lungs
shape. In the embodiment depicted in FIG. 4, the graphical
element 400 pictorially represents a lung such as that of the
subject 102. The overall size or other dimension of the
graphical element 400 represents tidal volume. The graphi-
cal element 400 includes region 402, region 404, region 406,
and/or other regions. One or more of the regions 402-406
may be omitted from the graphical element 400, combined
with other ones of the regions 402-406, or positioned
differently in the graphical element 400. The regions 402-
406, other regions, and/or other visible aspects of the
graphical element 400 may be coordinated in appearance,
such as for example, by color, texture, and/or other visual
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distinctions. Such appearance coordination may be consis-
tent with one or more other visual representations presented
by the user interface 106.

According to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 4, the
region 402 represents airway dead space, the region 404
represents alveolar dead space, and the region 406 represents
effective alveolar tidal volume. The relative size, area, or
other dimension of the regions 402-406 may correspond
qualitatively or quantitatively to values for volumetric com-
ponents associated with the regions 402-406. The graphical
element 400 may be animated such that certain character-
istics (e.g., size, color, etc.) of the regions 402-406 and/or the
graphical element 400 itself change during respiration of the
subject 102. For example, the area of the regions 402-406
may increase and/or be filled by color during respiration of
the subject 102 to reflect the flow of gas into and out of the
regions 402-406 during respiration. Animation of the graphi-
cal element 400 may be performed on a breath-by-breath
basis. As such, expansion and contraction of the graphical
element 400 and/or the regions 402-406 may be tied to the
breathing rate of the subject 102. A reference normal value
for one or more of the regions 402-406 may be included in
the graphical element 400. In some embodiments, an ideal
tidal volume for a given weight of the subject 102 may be
represented by one or more regions (not depicted). The
graphical element 400 may include one or more regions
representing volumetric difference between two consecutive
breaths, volumetric difference between monitored breaths
and reference data, and/or other information. An exemplary
animation of a graphical element is described below in
connection with FIG. 6.

The graphical element 400 may include perfusion region
408, perfusion region 410, perfusion region 412, and/or
other perfusion regions. The perfusion regions 408-412
represent blood flow through the lungs of the subject 102.
More specifically, the perfusion region 408 represents
deoxygenated blood returning to the lungs from other parts
of the subject 102. The perfusion region 410 represents
blood that is oxygenated through gas exchange in the lungs
as it flows through the perfused region of the lungs that is
matched to ventilated alveoli. The perfusion region 412
represents blood that bypasses the ventilated portion of the
lungs and thus is not oxygenated. The perfusion region 412
may be positioned within or outside the lungs shape in
various embodiments. Information conveyed by the perfu-
sion regions 408-412 may be obtained from the blood gas
information interface 108, the cardiac information interface
111, and/or other sources.

The position of a point 414 where the perfusion region
408 meets the perfusion region 410 may be indicative of
how effective the lungs of the subject 102 are at providing
oxygen to the bloodstream. In one embodiment, for
example, if the lungs are good at oxygenating blood, then the
position of the point 414 may be similar to the position of the
point 414 depicted in FIG. 4. If the lungs are poor at
oxygenating blood, then the position of the point 414 may be
shifted to the right relative to the position of the point 414
depicted in FIG. 4. Blood flow rate, heart rate, and/or other
factors may be represented by a dimension (e.g., width) or
animation (e.g., pulsating movement) of one or more of the
perfusion regions 408-412.

FIG. § illustrates an exemplary graphical element 500
pictorially representing one or more alveolus shapes and
conveying information relating to respiratory rate, tidal
volume, and/or volumetric components of tidal volume. The
graphical element 500 includes region 502, region 504,
region 506, and/or other regions. One or more of the regions



US 9,675,300 B2

13

502-506 may be omitted from the graphical element 500 or
combined with other ones of the regions 502-506. The
regions 502-506, other regions, and/or other visible aspects
of the graphical element 500 may be coordinated in appeat-
ance, such as for example, by color, texture, and/or other
visual distinctions. Such appearance coordination may be
consistent with one or more other visual representations
presented by the user interface 106.

According to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 5, the
region 502 represents airway dead space, the region 504
represents alveolar dead space, and the region 506 represents
effective alveolar tidal volume. The relative size, area, or
other dimension of the regions 502-506 may correspond
qualitatively or quantitatively to values for volumetric com-
ponents associated with the regions 502-506. The graphical
element 500 may be animated such that certain character-
istics (e.g., size, color, etc.) of the regions 502-506 and/or the
graphical element 500 itself change during respiration of the
subject 102. For example, the area of the regions 502-506
may increase and/or be filled by color during respiration of
the subject 102 to reflect the flow of gas into and out of the
regions 502-506 during respiration. Animation of the graphi-
cal element 500 may be performed on a breath-by-breath
basis. As such, expansion and contraction of the graphical
element 500 and/or the regions 502-506 may be tied to the
breathing rate of the subject 102. A reference circle 508 may
indicate, after expiration, how large the effective alveolar
tidal volume was for a previous breath by the subject 102.
A reference normal value for one or more of the regions
502-506 may be included in the graphical element 500. The
graphical element 500 may include one or more regions
representing volumetric difference between two consecutive
breaths, volumetric difference between monitored breaths
and reference data, and/or other information. An exemplary
animation of a graphical element is described in connection
with FIG. 6.

The graphical element 500 may include perfusion region
510, perfusion region 512, perfusion region 514, and/or
other perfusion regions. The perfusion regions 510-514
represent blood flow through the lungs of the subject 102.
More specifically, the perfusion region 510 represents
deoxygenated blood returning to the lungs from other parts
of the subject 102. The perfusion region 512 represents
blood that is oxygenated through gas exchange in the lungs
as it flows through the perfused region of the lungs that is
matched to ventilated alveoli. The perfusion region 514
represents blood that bypasses the ventilated portion of the
lungs and thus is not oxygenated. Information conveyed by
the perfusion regions 510-514 may be obtained from the
blood gas information interface 108, the cardiac information
interface 111, and/or other sources.

The position of a point 516 where the perfusion region
510 meets the perfusion region 512 may be indicative of
how effective the lungs of the subject 102 are at providing
oxygen to the bloodstream. In one embodiment, for
example, if the lungs are good at oxygenating blood, then the
position of the point 516 may be similar to the position of the
point 516 depicted in FIG. 4. If the lungs are poor at
oxygenating blood, then the position of the point 516 may be
shifted to the right relative to the position of the point 516
depicted in FIG. 4. Blood flow rate, heart rate, and/or other
factors may be represented by a dimension (e.g., width) or
animation (e.g., pulsating movement) of one or more of the
perfusion regions 510-514.

FIG. 6 illustrates frames 600 of an exemplary animation
of a graphical element 602. As depicted in FIG. 6, the frames
600 pictorially represent at least a portion of a human
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respiratory system and convey information relating to respi-
ratory rate, tidal volume, and/or volumetric components of
tidal volume. Although the graphical element 602 in the
frames 600 generally corresponds to the graphical element
400 depicted in FIG. 4, the concepts discussed herein for
animating a graphical element are applicable to other visual
representations such as those described in connection with
FIGS. 2-5 and/or other visual representations of ventilation
information. In FIG. 6, the frames 600 include frame 604,
frame 606, frame 608, frame 610, and frame 612, however
more or less frames may be utilized during animation of the
graphical element 602.

The graphical element 602 shown in frames 604-612
includes region 614 representing airway dead space, region
616 representing alveolar dead space, region 618 represent-
ing effective alveolar tidal volume, perfusion region 620
representing deoxygenated blood returning to the lungs from
other parts of the subject 102, perfusion region 622 repre-
senting blood that is oxygenated through gas exchange in the
lungs as it flows through the perfused region of the lungs that
are matched to ventilated alveoli, perfusion region 624
representing blood that bypasses the ventilated portion of the
lungs and thus is not oxygenated. One or more regions of the
graphical element 602 (e.g., the regions 614-618, the per-
fusion regions 620-624, and/or other regions) may be omit-
ted from the graphical element 602 or combined with other
ones of the regions. The regions 614-618, the perfusion
regions 620-624, and/or other visible aspects of the graphi-
cal element 602 may be coordinated in appearance, such as
for example, by color, texture, and/or other visual distinc-
tions. Such appearance coordination may be consistent with
one or more other visual representations presented by the
user interface 106.

The frame 604 represents an early point in the breathing
cycle of the subject 102 in which gas begins to fill the airway
to the lungs. The region 614 can be seen as partially filled.
The frame 606 represents a later point in the breathing cycle
of the subject 102. The region 614 is filled further, relative
to the frame 604. The overall size of the graphical element
602 is increased and the widths of the perfusion regions 620
and 622 are increased, relative to the frame 604, due to
inspiration of respiratory gas and pulsation of blood. The
frame 608 represents a yet later point in the breathing cycle
of the subject 102. The region 614 is completely filled, and
the region 616 is partially filled. The overall size of the
graphical element 602 is increased, relative to the frame 606.
The frame 610 represents a still later point in the breathing
cycle of the subject 102. The region 616 is completely filled,
and the region 618 is partially filled by inspired respiratory
gas. In some embodiments, the regions 616 and 618 may fill
at the same rate. The widths of the perfusion regions 620 and
622 are decreased in accordance with the heart rate and the
overall size of the graphical element 602 is increased,
relative to the frame 608 in accordance with continued
inspiration. The frame 612 represents an even later point in
the breathing cycle of the subject 102. The region 618 is
filled further to a maximum level reached during inspiration
and the overall size of the graphical element 602 is
increased, relative to the frame 610.

Some embodiments may include an indication (e.g., a line
or other shape) that represents the inspiratory volume of a
previous breath. In some embodiments, the region 614 may
fill first, after which other regions may fill concurrently.
Information such as relative fill volume for one or more
regions, average volume of one or more previous breaths,
average value of one or more previous breaths, and/or other
information may be represented by the graphical element
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602. In indication of whether a given breath was spontane-
ous or mechanically provided may also be represented by
the graphical element 602 in some embodiments.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating an exemplary method
700 for presenting ventilation information. The operations
of the method 700 presented below are intended to be
illustrative. In some implementations, the method 700 may
be accomplished with one or more additional operations not
described, and/or without one or more of the operations
discussed. Additionally, the order in which the operations of
the method 700 are illustrated in FIG. 7 and described below
is not intended to be limiting.

In some implementations, the method 700 may be imple-
mented in one or more processing devices (e.g., a digital
processor, an analog processor, a digital circuit designed to
process information, an analog circuit designed to process
information, a state machine, and/or other mechanisms for
electronically processing information). The one or more
processing devices may include one or more devices execut-
ing some or all of the operations of the method 700 in
response to instructions stored electronically on an elec-
tronic storage medium. The one or more processing devices
may include one or more devices configured through hard-
ware, firmware, and/or software to be specifically designed
for execution of one or more of the operations of the method
700.

At an operation 702, output signals are received that
convey information related to one or more breathing param-
eters of a subject being mechanically ventilated. The com-
munications module 130 may be executed to perform the
operation 702 in some embodiments.

At an operation 704, based on the received output signals,
volumetric components of a tidal volume of the subject are
determined. The volumetric components may include an
alveolar dead space, an effective alveolar tidal volume,
and/or other volumetric components. According to some
embodiments, the tidal parameter determination module 132
may be executed to perform the operation 704.

At an operation 706, via a user interface, a visual repre-
sentation is presented. The visual representation may textu-
ally or graphically represent the tidal volume. The visual
representation may textually or graphically represent the
volumetric components separately from each other. The
operation 706 may be performed through execution of the
data presentation module 134 in some embodiments.

Although the invention has been described in detail for
the purpose of illustration based on what is currently con-
sidered to be the most practical and preferred embodiments,
it is to be understood that such detail is solely for that
purpose and that the invention is not limited to the disclosed
embodiments, but, on the contrary, is intended to cover
modifications and equivalent arrangements that are within
the spirit and scope of the appended claims. For example, it
is to be understood that the present invention contemplates
that, to the extent possible, one or more features of any
embodiment can be combined with one or more features of
any other embodiment.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for presenting ventilation information with a
system including one or more hardware processors config-
ured by machine-readable instructions, a sampling chamber,
a sensor, a respiration information interface, and a user
interface, the method comprising:

receiving, by a communications module of the one or

more hardware processors, output signals from the
respiration information interface conveying breathing
information related to breathing parameters of a subject
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being mechanically ventilated, the respiration informa-
tion interface being configured to receive the breathing
information related to the breathing parameters via the
sensor, the sensor configured to sense the breathing
information related to the breathing parameters within
the sampling chamber, the sampling chamber being
configured to receive a gas from an airway of the
subject;

determining, by a tidal parameter determination module

of the one or more hardware processors, based on the
received output signals, a tidal volume and volumetric
components of the tidal volume of the subject, the
volumetric components including an alveolar dead
space and an effective alveolar tidal volume, the alveo-
lar dead space being a volume of inspired gas that
occupies alveoli but does not take part in oxygen
exchange in lungs of the subject, and the effective
alveolar tidal volume being a volume of inspired gas
that takes part in the oxygen exchange in the lungs of
the subject;

presenting, via the user interface, a visual representation

pictorially representing at least a portion of a human
respiratory system, the visual representation providing
an updated ventilation information in an ongoing man-
ner, and the visual representation further providing a
textual or a graphical representation of the tidal volume
and the volumetric components in a manner which
makes an analysis of the tidal volume, the volumetric
components and a relationship among the volumetric
components intuitive for a user, to enhance a diagnosis
and/or treatment of the subject,

wherein the visual representation includes a graphical

element pictorially outlining an anatomical shape of a
lung,

wherein the graphical element includes two regions, the

two regions being a first region within the outline of the
anatomical shape of the lung having a dimension
corresponding to the alveolar dead space, and a second
region within the outline of the anatomical shape of the
lung having a dimension corresponding to the effective
alveolar tidal volume, and

wherein the two regions of graphical element are pre-

sented, via the user interface, with different character-
istics;

presenting, via the user interface, a point indicative of

effectiveness of the lungs of the subject, the point being
where a first perfusion region meets a second perfusion
region, the first perfusion region representing deoxy-
genated blood returning to the lungs of the subject and
the second perfusion region representing oxygenated
blood that is oxygenated through gas exchange in the
lungs of the subject; and

shifting, via the user interface, a position of the point

based on a condition of the lungs of the subject.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the visual representa-
tion includes a math column textually representing the tidal
volume and the volumetric components, the tidal volume
and the volumetric components being arranged in the math
column with arithmetic operators to convey an arithmetic
relationship between the tidal volume and the volumetric
components.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the visual representa-
tion includes a stacked bar plot graphically representing the
tidal volume and the volumetric components, the stacked bar
plot including one or more bars, individual ones of the one
or more bars representing the tidal volume at different time
intervals and including at least three bar segments stacked
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from a base line, the at least three bar segments including a
first bar segment stacked farthest from a baseline, the first
bar segment representing the effective alveolar tidal volume,
a second bar segment stacked between the first bar segment
and a third bar segment, the second bar segment representing
the alveolar dead space, and the third bar segment stacked
between the second bar segment and the baseline, the third
bar segment representing the airway dead space.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein a dimension of the
graphical element as a whole corresponds to the tidal
volume, and wherein the graphical element is configured to
be animated to change the dimensions of the graphical
element and to change the dimensions of the two regions,
respectively, during respiration of the subject to reflect a
flow of gas into and out of the two regions during respira-
tion.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the visual representa-
tion includes a further graphical element pictorially repre-
senting an alveolus shape, a dimension of the further graphi-
cal element corresponding to the tidal volume, the further
graphical element including further two regions, the further
two regions including a further first region having a dimen-
sion corresponding to the alveolar dead space, and a further
second region having a dimension corresponding to the
effective alveolar tidal volume, and the further graphical
element being animated to change the dimensions of the
further graphical element and the to change the dimensions
of the further two regions, respectively, during respiration of
the subject to reflect a flow of gas into and out of the at least
two regions during respiration.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the different charac-
teristics of the two regions comprise at least one of a
different color, a different shading, a different size and a
different position within the graphical element.
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising presenting,
via a user interface, multiple visual representations of at
least a portion of a same ventilation information, the same
ventilation information of each of the multiple visual rep-
resentations being coordinated in appearance.
8. The method of claim 1, further comprising obtaining,
via sensors, blood-gas information and cardiac information,
and wherein the graphical element further comprises perfu-
sion regions representing a blood flow through the lungs of
the subject.
9. The method of claim 1, further comprising indicating,
via the user interface, an indicator representing reference
parameters, the reference parameters being at least one of a
reference tidal volume and reference values of volumetric
components, and the reference parameters being based on at
least one of one or more previous breaths and published
physiological data.
10. The method of claim 1, wherein the system further
comprises a pump, the method further comprising drawing
gas with the pump into the sampling chamber.
11. The method of claim 1, wherein the system further
comprises a blood gas information interface and a cardiac
information interface, the method further comprising;
receiving by the blood gas information interface blood gas
parameters of the subject, the blood gas parameters
indicating concentrations of molecular species in blood
of the subject, the molecular species including one or
more of oxygen, carbon dioxide, or bicarbonate, and

receiving by the cardiac information interface cardiac
parameters of the subject, the cardiac parameters
including one or more of cardiac output, pulmonary
capillary blood flow, heart rate, or saturation of periph-
eral oxygen.
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12. A system for presenting ventilation information, the
system comprising a sensor, a sampling chamber, a user
interface, and one or more hardware processors configured
by machine-readable instructions to:
receive output signals conveying breathing information
related to one or more breathing parameters of a subject
being mechanically ventilated via the sensor configured
to sense the breathing information related to the breath-
ing parameters within the sampling chamber, the sam-
pling chamber being configured to receive a gas from
an airway of the subject;
determine, based on the received output signals, a tidal
volume and volumetric components of a tidal volume
of the subject, the volumetric components including an
alveolar dead space, and an effective alveolar tidal
volume, the alveolar dead space being a volume of
inspired gas that occupies alveoli but does not take part
in oxygen exchange in lungs of the subject, and the
effective alveolar tidal volume being the volume of
inspired gas that takes part in oxygen exchange in the
lungs of the subject;
facilitate presenting, via the user interface, a visual rep-
resentation pictorially representing at least a portion of
a human respiratory system, the visual representation
providing an updated ventilation information in an
ongoing manner and the visual representation provid-
ing textually or graphically representation of the tidal
volume and the volumetric components in a manner
which makes an analysis of the tidal volume, the
volumetric components and a relationship among the
volumetric components intuitive for a user, to enhance
a diagnosis and/or treatment of the subject,

wherein the visual representation includes a graphical
element pictorially outlining an anatomical shape of a
lung,

wherein the graphical element includes two regions, the

two regions being a first region within the outline of the
anatomical shape of the lung having a dimension
corresponding to the alveolar dead space, and a second
region within the outline of the anatomical shape of the
lung having a dimension corresponding to the effective
alveolar tidal volume, and

wherein the two regions of the graphical element are

presented, via the user interface, with different charac-
teristics;

facilitate presenting, via the user interface, a point indica-

tive of effectiveness of the lungs of the subject, the
point being where a first perfusion region meets a
second perfusion region, the first perfusion region
representing deoxygenated blood returning to the lungs
of the subject and the second perfusion region repre-
senting oxygenated blood that is oxygenated through
gas exchange in the lungs of the subject; and
facilitate shifting, via the user interface, a position of the
point based on a condition of the lungs of the subject.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the visual represen-
tation includes a math column textually representing the
tidal volume and the volumetric components, the tidal
volume and the volumetric components being arranged in
the math column with arithmetic operators to convey an
arithmetic relationship between the tidal volume and the
volumetric components.

14. The system of claim 12, wherein the visual represen-
tation includes a stacked bar plot graphically representing
the tidal volume and the volumetric components, the stacked
bar plot including one or more bars, individual ones of the
one or more bars representing the tidal volume at different
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time intervals and including at least three bar segments
stacked from a base line, the at least three bar segments
including a first bar segment stacked farthest from a base-
line, the first bar segment representing the effective alveolar
tidal volume, a second bar segment stacked between the first
bar segment and a third bar segment, the second bar segment
representing the alveolar dead space, and the third bar
segment stacked between the second bar segment and the
baseline, the third bar segment representing the airway dead
space.
15. The system of claim 12, wherein a dimension of the
graphical element as a whole corresponds to the tidal
volume and wherein the graphical element is configured to
be animated to change the dimensions of the graphical
element and to change the dimensions of the two regions,
respectively, during respiration of the subject to reflect a
flow of gas into and out of the two regions during respira-
tion.
16. The system of claim 12, wherein the visual represen-
tation includes a further graphical element pictorially rep-
resenting an alveolus shape, a dimension of the further
graphical element corresponding to the tidal volume, the
further graphical element including further two regions, the
further two regions including a further first region having a
dimension corresponding to the alveolar dead space, and a
further second region having a dimension corresponding to
the effective alveolar tidal volume, and the further graphical
element being animated to change the dimensions of the
further graphical element and to change the dimensions of
the further two regions, respectively, during respiration of
the subject to reflect a flow of gas into and out of the further
two regions during respiration.
17. The system of claim 12, further comprising a pump
configured to draw gas into the sampling chamber.
18. The system of claim 12, wherein the one or more
hardware processors are further configured by machine-
readable instructions to:
receive, by a blood gas information interface, blood gas
parameters of the subject, the blood gas parameters
indicating concentrations of molecular species in blood
of the subject, the molecular species including one or
more of oxygen, carbon dioxide, or bicarbonate; and

receive, by a cardiac information interface, cardiac
parameters of the subject, the cardiac parameters
including one or more of cardiac output, pulmonary
capillary blood flow, heart rate, or saturation of periph-
eral oxygen.

19. A system for presenting ventilation information, the
system comprising:

communications means for receiving output signals from

a respiration information interface conveying breathing
information related to breathing parameters of a subject
being mechanically ventilated, the respiration informa-
tion interface being configured to receive the breathing
information related to the breathing parameters via a
sensing means configured to sense the breathing infor-
mation related to the breathing parameters within a
sampling chamber, the sampling chamber being con-
figured to receive a gas from an airway of the subject;
tidal parameter determination means for determining,
based on the received output signals, a tidal volume and
volumetric components of a tidal volume of the subject,
the volumetric components including an alveolar dead
space, and an effective alveolar tidal volume, the alveo-
lar dead space being a volume of inspired gas that
occupies alveoli but does not take part in oxygen
exchange in lungs of the subject, and the effective
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alveolar tidal volume being a volume of inspired gas
that takes part in oxygen exchange in the lungs of the
subject;
data presentation means for presenting a visual represen-
tation pictorially representing a portion of a human
respiratory system, the visual representation providing
an updated ventilation information in an ongoing man-
ner and the visual representation further providing
textually or graphically representation of the tidal vol-
ume and the volumetric components and a relationship
among the volumetric components intuitive for a user,
to enhance a diagnosis and/or treatment of the subject,

wherein the visual representation includes a graphical
element pictorially outlining an anatomical shape of a
lung,

wherein the graphical element includes two regions, the

two regions being a first region having within the
anatomical shape of the lung a dimension correspond-
ing to the alveolar dead space, and a second region
within the anatomical shape of the lung having a
dimension corresponding to the effective alveolar tidal
volume, and

wherein the two regions of the graphical element are

presented, via a user interface, with different charac-
teristics;

data presentation means for presenting a point indicative

of effectiveness of the lungs of the subject, the point
being where a first perfusion region meets a second
perfusion region, the first perfusion region representing
deoxygenated blood returning to the lungs of the sub-
ject and the second perfusion region representing oxy-
genated blood that is oxygenated through gas exchange
in the lungs of the subject; and

data presentation means for shifting a position of the point

based on a condition of the lungs of the subject.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the visual represen-
tation includes a math column textually representing the
tidal volume and the volumetric components, the tidal
volume and the volumetric components being arranged in
the math column with arithmetic operators to convey an
arithmetic relationship between the tidal volume and the
volumetric components.

21. The system of claim 19, wherein the visual represen-
tation includes a stacked bar plot graphically representing
the tidal volume and the volumetric components, the stacked
bar plot including one or more bars, individual ones of the
one or more bars representing the tidal volume at different
time intervals and including at least three bar segments
stacked from a base line, the at least three bar segments
including a first bar segment stacked farthest from a base-
line, the first bar segment representing the effective alveolar
tidal volume, a second bar segment stacked between the first
bar segment and a third bar segment, the second bar segment
representing the alveolar dead space, and the third bar
segment stacked between the second bar segment and the
baseline, the third bar segment representing the airway dead
space.

22. The system of claim 19, wherein a dimension of the
graphical element as a whole corresponds to the tidal
volume and wherein the graphical element is configured to
be animated to change the dimensions of the graphical
element and to change the dimensions of the two regions,
respectively, during respiration of the subject to reflect a
flow of gas into and out of the two regions during respira-
tion.

23. The system of claim 19, wherein the visual represen-
tation includes a further graphical element pictorially rep-
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resenting an alveolus shape, a dimension of the further
graphical element corresponding to the tidal volume, the
further graphical element including further two regions, the
further two regions including a further first region having a
dimension corresponding to the alveolar dead space, and a
further second region having a dimension corresponding to
the effective alveolar tidal volume, and the further graphical
element being animated to change the dimensions of the
further graphical element and to change the dimensions of
the further two regions, respectively, during respiration of
the subject to reflect a flow of gas into and out of the further
two regions during respiration.

24. The system of claim 19, further comprising a means
for drawing gas into the sampling chamber.
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