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STEP 200.  PATIENT ADMITTED AND CONNECTED
TO SYSTEM.

STEP 202. MONITORS ARE ATTACHED TO PATIENT.

\

STEP 204. RAW MEDICAL DATA IS SENT INTO
SYSTEM 10 VIA INTERFACE MODULE 12.

Y
STEP 206. INTERFACE MODULE 12 SENDS RAW
DATA TO COLLECTION MODULE 14.

!
STEP 208.  COLLECTION MODULE 14 SENDS RAW
DATA TO TRANSFORMATION MODULE 16 AND
STORED DATA TO MODULE 20.

!

STEP 210.  TRANSFORMATION MODULE 16
TRANSLATES RAW MEDICAL DATA TO USEABLE FORM.

!

STEP 212.  TRANSFORMED DATA IS SENT TO
CALCULATION MODULE 18 WHICH CALCULATES THE
CURRENT HEALTH SCORE OF THE PATIENT.

\

STEP. 214. THE HEALTH SCORE IS FORWARDED
TO PRESENTATION AND COMPARISON MODULE 20
TO GENERATE A HEALTH SCORE SHART.

\

STEP 216.  HEALTH SCORE CHART 100 IS
MODIFIED AS DESIRED (OPTIONAL).

!
STEP 218. HEALTH SCORE CHART 100 IS SAVED
IN_STORAGE MODULE 24

!
STEP 220.  ALERT MODULE 22 SENDS AN ALERT
TO ATTENDING PHYSICIANS |F NECESSARY.

FIG. 3
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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING A
HEALTH SCORE FOR A PATIENT

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 60/851,835, filed on Oct. 13, 2006, the
entirety of which is hereby incorporated herein by reference
for the teachings therein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The embodiments disclosed herein relate to a system and
method for improving hospital patient care, and more particu-
larly to a system and method for providing a continual mea-
surement and display of each patient’s health.

BACKGROUND

One of the major problems in delivery of effective medical
treatment in hospitals is the quality and continuity of patient
care. A typical patient, undergoing a serious procedure in a
hospital, may easily see five or more physicians during a stay,
and also many nurses and other supporting personnel. Main-
taining a complete medical record for each patient (“chart-
ing”) swallows huge amounts of nursing time without pro-
viding any guidance to the medical staff on how to improve
the patient’s care. The present state of the art in medical care
within hospitals makes very little use of the medical record,
which is so bulky and awkward that it can only be quickly
perused by doctors on their rounds. Such reading of the chart
makes it almost impossible to evaluate treatment modalities
or to detect a patient’s declining health in time for interven-
tion (before a crisis).

During a week’s hospital stay, each patient may see many
doctors and many nurses. This makes it extremely difficult to
provide continuity of care. Every different caregiver must
understand the medical record to give the patient optimum
care, but the form and content of present-day medical chart-
ing provides no help. Each subsequent physician, whether a
consultant or a shift replacement, is ill-prepared by current
methods to obtain a correct overall medical status of the
patient, thus posing a danger to the continued care of the
patient, particularly in the recovery stages after serious opera-
tions

For example, an attending physician, while making rounds
in a hospital, may stop in on a patient, see that the patient has
good color and is sitting up in bed, and thusly satisfied, goes
on to his next appointment. However, if that patient had been
walking up and down the corridors two days ago, and now
cannot get out of bed, there is a problem. The patient may be
experiencing a major and potentially life-threatening compli-
cation.

The essence of this problem is that, although all the medi-
cal information is recorded, it is not easily understood. After
just a few days in the hospital, a patient may have twenty or
even one hundred pages in their hospital record, including
physician progress reports, nursing evaluations, records of
vital signs, test results, heart monitoring information, and so
on. However, even if every doctor and nurse who saw the
patient were fully aware of the material in this record, it would
not be enough to allow for the best medical care because it is
very difficult to detect trends in such voluminous data.

The result of this arrangement has been to allow a number
of patients in recovery, post-operation or procedure, to dete-
riorate to the point of medical crisis before addressing their
problems. This causes a serious drain to the resources of the
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hospital, and unnecessary pain and suffering, even death. It is
particularly bothersome because many of the conditions that
lead to such crises can easily be avoided if the failing condi-
tion of a patient were discovered hours or days earlier.

One thing that a few hospitals have done is to employ an
Early Warning System (EWS) as a means for deciding
whether a patient needs to be transferred to the ICU. Other
hospitals have developed a Modified Early Warning System
(MEWS). Both existing systems typically use a small number
of factors such a pulse, blood pressure, temperature, and
respiratory rate. For each factor, a partial score is given, and
all of these are then tabulated into a total score, which in turn
is expressed as a binary recommendation: whether or not to
move the patient into the ICU; no other action is suggested, no
other information is obtained.

Such systems determine a patient’s need to be transferred
to the ICU by providing an emergency alert. However, these
systems do not provide assistance to the doctor or nurse in
helping to anticipate and thereby avoid medical crises, nor are
they helpful to the clinical researcher in evaluating the effi-
cacy of procedures and treatments. They convey no health
trend information. Also, they are limited in the number of
factors analyzed and thus are not very sensitive to general
health conditions.

For example, in the above-described example of a patient
sitting up and alert in bed, this type of evaluation completely
misses the patient’s declining health. Because the patient still
does have acceptable vital signs, he is not moved to the ICU,
and neither the EWS, nor the MEWS, would generate an alert.
However, if during the two previous days, this same patient
had been walking around the hospital halls, but is now not
able to rise from a bed, an important medical decline has
happened, possibly one that will lead to a medical crises if not
attended to, even though his major vital signs are still accept-
able. Some embodiments of the present invention address
these omissions, providing new continual, sensitive tools for
improving medical care.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention may overcome the
drawbacks associated with the prior art by providing a system
and method for continually tracking the health of a patient in
ahospital. Systems and methods for providing a Health Score
for a patient are disclosed herein. According to aspects illus-
trated herein, there is provided a system for generating an
indicator of a patient’s health, the system including a data
module receiving data relating to a patient’s health, the data
including subjective data, a conversion module generating an
output from the data, the output representing the patient’s
health, and a display module displaying the output for a user
to compare with the output analyze.

According to aspects illustrated herein, there is provided a
method of providing a customizable system for generating an
indicator of a patient’s health, the method including provid-
ing a system including a data module receiving data relating
to a patient’s health, a conversion module generating an out-
put determined using the data inputted into a first algorithm,
the output representing the patient’s health, and a display
module displaying the output for a user to analyze, and cus-
tomizing at least one of the first and a standard algorithms
according to preferences of a user.

According to aspects illustrated herein, there is provided a
method of generating indicators of a patient’s health, the
method including receiving data relating to a patient’s health,
generating an output from the data, the output representing
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the patient’s health, displaying the output on a display mod-
ule, and making a healthcare decision based on the output.

According to aspects illustrated herein, there is provided a
system for generating an indicator of a patient’s health, the
system including a data module receiving data relating to a
patient’s health, the data including subjective data, a conver-
sion module generating an output from the data, the output
representing the patient’s health, and a display module dis-
playing the output and a standard output for a user to compare
with the output.

In some embodiments, the data module may receive first
data at a first time and second data at a second time, the
conversion module may generate a first output representing
the patient’s health at the first time and a second output
representing the patient’s health at a second time, and the
display module may plot the first and second outputs with
respect to time as a patient’s health graph and may plot
standard first and second outputs with respect to time as a
standard health graph.

According to aspects illustrated herein, there is provided a
method of providing a customizable system for generating an
indicator of a patient’s health, the method including provid-
ing a system including a data module receiving data relating
to a patient’s health, a conversion module generating an out-
put determined using the data inputted into a first algorithm,
the output representing the patient’s health, and a display
module displaying the output and a standard output for a user
to compare with the output, the standard output being gener-
ated by a second algorithm, and customizing at least one of
the first and second algorithms according to preferences of a
user.

According to aspects illustrated herein, there is provided a
method of generating indicators of a patient’s health, the
method including receiving data relating to a patient’s health,
generating an output from the data, the output representing
the patient’s health, displaying the output on a display mod-
ule, comparing the output with at least a second output, and
making a healthcare decision based on the comparison.

Various embodiments provide certain advantages. Not all
embodiments of the invention share the same advantages and
those that do may not share them under all circumstances.
Further features and advantages of the embodiments, as well
as the structure of various embodiments are described in
detail below with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The presently disclosed embodiments will be further
explained with reference to the attached drawings, wherein
like structures are referred to by like numerals throughout the
several views. The drawings shown are not necessarily to
scale, with emphasis instead generally being placed upon
illustrating the principles of the presently disclosed embodi-
ments.

FIG. 1 depicts a logical diagram of the Health Score sys-
tem, in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 depicts an installation arrangement of the Health
Score system, in accordance with an illustrative embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 3 depicts a flow chart of the generation of a Health
Score chart, in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of
the present invention:

FIG. 4 depicts a sample Health Score chart, in accordance
with an illustrative embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 5 depicts a sample Health Score chart with pre-opera-
tion information, in accordance with an illustrative embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 depicts a sample Health Score chart with statistical
reference curves, in accordance with an illustrative embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 depicts a sample Health Score chart with principal
corresponding measurement curves, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 depicts a sample Health Score chart with principal
corresponding measurement curves, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 depicts a sample Health Score chart with a compo-
nent expansion window, in accordance with an illustrative
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 depicts a sample Health Score chart with slope
lines, in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 11 depicts a panel of Health Score charts, in accor-
dance with an illustrative embodiment of the present inven-
tion,;

FIG. 12 depicts a chart showing a correlation between
patient Health Scores and rate of predicted expiration, in
accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the present
invention,

FI1G. 13 depicts a chart showing a patient’s Health Score, in
accordance with the illustrative embodiment of Example #1;
and

FIG. 14 depicts a chart showing a patient’s Health Score, in
accordance with the illustrative embodiment of Example #2.

While the above-identified drawings set forth presently
disclosed embodiments, other embodiments are also contem-
plated, as noted in the discussion. This disclosure presents
illustrative embodiments by way of representation and not
limitation. Numerous other modifications and embodiments
can be devised by those skilled in the art which fall within the
scope and spirit of the principles of the presently disclosed
embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide a system
and method for continually tracking the health of a patient in
a hospital. At least some of the embodiments allow physi-
cians, nurses and clinical researchers to provide more effec-
tive health care for each patient, especially those spending
several days in a hospital. In addition or alternatively, at least
some embodiments assist hospitals in avoiding errors and
reducing crisis management by using the systems’ capability
to detect trends in a patient’s health before the patient reaches
a crisis point. Recognizing a decline soon enough to admin-
ister proper treatment may be a life-saving benefit. Embodi-
ments of the system may give physicians and nurses a way in
which to get the “big picture” of a patient’s condition and
absorb in a glance perhaps 100 pages of a patient’s medical
records. This deeper understanding, along with this new capa-
bility to detect health trends, short-term (over the space of
hours) and/or long-term (over the space of days) may be
important in delivery of effective medical care. Embodiments
may enable a new field of scientific study, where medical and
surgical treatments can be evaluated by the new measure-
ments provided by embodiments of the present invention.

Embodiments of the present invention generate a new mea-
surement of health, herein termed the patient “Health Score,”
which may be continually plotted and displayed to show each
patient’s medical progress during his hospital stay. The health
ofthe patient may relate a patient’s vitality and overall quality
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of life rather than simply being free from disease. Although a
patient who has a terminal disease, such as cancer, may con-
ventionally be considered to be in “poor health’; however, if a
cancer patient who only has a few months to live is playing
ping pong for hours, he/she may be considered to be in good
health, as the term is used herein. In comparison, a patient
who entered the hospital to have a simple surgery, such as a
tonsillectomy, may conventionally have been considered to
be and will likely recover to be in ‘excellent health.” However,
while recovering, the tonsillectomy patient’s vitality mightbe
low and his/her change of dying in the near future could be
much higher if a complication were to arise; thus, the patient
may be considered to be in poor health, as the term is used
herein. The health of a patient may relate to the patient’s
overall physical, mental, spiritual and social wellbeing and
not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. Embodiments
ofthe present invention may prove to be a vital aid for improv-
ing the quality and continuity of medical care.

To this end, embodiments of the present invention may
provide systems for improving hospital patient care by gen-
erating a Health Score. The system may include an interface
module for receiving incoming medical data from a patient, a
transformation module for transforming the medical datum
into a transformed Health Score value, and a combination
module for combining the transformed Health Score values
corresponding to each of the medical datum into a single
Health Score. A presentation and/or comparison module dis-
plays the Health Score as a Health Score plot over a prede-
termined time frame, such that a user may identify health
trends in a patient by evaluating said Health Score plot. The
Health Score system is described in more detail below.

In addition to the features of the Heath Score and uses
thereof, it is further contemplated that an exemplary use of
such system may include the use of the Health Score (Health
Score) to provide a panel of Health Score Charts, giving a
nurse or doctor an overview as to the progress of many
patients at one time, as is described further below.

In one embodiment, the Health Score may be used to
predict the odds of a crisis within N number of hours. That is,
for example, there is a 20% chance of a crisis in the next 12
hours. This information may be used to assign additional
observation to particular patients, or if a crisis is judged to be
imminent, a call may be initiated to a Rapid Response Team.
Another use for the Health Score is to route doctor’s rounds,
so that walking instructions can be provided for a doctor
doing rounds. This will allow a doctor to quickly move to
patients requiring more attention first, and then proceed to
less critical patients. A doctor or nurse may annotate a chart,
such as adding a comment, for example “Breathing well,” or
a nurse could say “Tubes removed.” Charts may also be
annotated by adding special ICONS.. .. for example, a walk-
ing man to show that the patient is now mobile. The name of
the doctor who is treating the patient may also be added to the
chart.

One way in which a crisis may be predicted is by compar-
ing the individual patient’s Health Score with a standard
recovery curve. By tailoring the standard recovery curve to
the patient, better results may be obtained. For example, one
of the exemplary ways in which patients may be categorized
is by DRG/ICD-9 grouping systems. DRG stands for a diag-
nostic related group and ICD-9 is the international classifica-
tion of disease. Both of these are ways of categorizing patients
based on what disease or ailment the patients have and are
employed by insurance companies to figure out how much the
insurance company should pay out for a particular policy-
holder in the hospital. For example, the standard recovery
curve for someone having had elective rhinoplasty is likely to
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be very different from the standard recovery curve of some-
one who had a heart-lung transplant. If the rhinoplasty
patient’s health was declining, but the rhinoplasty patient’s
health was viewed in comparison with someone who had
serious surgery, such as a heart-lung transplant, the decline
might not be viewed as being significant, while in reality the
rhinoplasty patient could be about to experience a cardiac or
respiratory crisis. If the transplant patient’s health is improv-
ing, but the patient’s health is viewed in comparison with
other patients who have had the same procedure and the
recovery is much slower this could be an early indication of a
complication. By comparing patients based on their disease,
treatment/surgery, or affliction, the patient’s Health Score
may be better interpreted.

In some embodiments, ICD-9, which groups patients into
thousands of detailed categories, normative data plots may be
used, while in some embodiments DRG, which groups
patients into about 500 categories, may be used, while in yet
other embodiments, a combination of the two grouping sys-
tems may be used. Not all embodiments are intended to be
limited in this respect and any disease grouping system or
data may be employed to create a singular or combination
standard recovery curve.

In some embodiments, creating the standard curve may
entail reviewing graphs of all previous patients with the same
DRG/IDC-9 code in a database and plotting them as one or
more curves. The curve may be represented by an average
curve, all of the individual patient’s curves, a median curve, a
top 25" percentile and a bottom 25% percentile, plus or minus
some number of standard deviations thereby creating a nor-
mative recovery as well as upper and lower bounds, any
combination of the foregoing or any other representative indi-
cator as not all embodiments of the present invention are
intended to be limited in this respect. By using these types of
normative curves a doctor may be able to see that even if a
patient is recovering, the patient might be recovering more
slowly (too shallow a slope) than the average patient with a
similar condition and this slower recovery might be cause for
further investigation.

Not only may the grouping codes be useful in comparison
with the Health Score, but the grouping codes may be utilized
in generating a more accurate Health Score. In some embodi-
ments, a user may modify the algorithm used to generate the
Health Score based on the diagnosis or grouping code of the
patient in order to have the Health Score more accurately
reflect the patient’s recovery

Yet another exemplary use of the Heath Score arrangement
is its use in predicting the length of stay for a patient or group
of patients, sometimes termed ELOS (expected length of
stay). Such an arrangement may be used to apply to a group of
patients and therefore allowing a hospital to create a forward-
looking resource plan, i.e. how many nurses are needed on a
subsequent day of the week based on the current hospital
population in a particular department. Some grouping codes,
such as DRG, have ELOS times built into the grouping code,
such that someone having a certain surgery will have an
ELOS of a certain amount of time. For example, a patient
having knee surgery may have an ELOS of 2.3 days and the
hospital will be paid accordingly. However, if the patient
actually takes 4.1 days to recover, the hospital may lose
money or the patient may have to pay the difference, but if the
patient if discharged after 1.5 days, the hospital may earn a
profit.

In some embodiments, the life expectancy or mortality of a
patient, such as the likelihood that a patient will die within the
next 24 hours, may be predicted. For example, if a terminal
patient is listed as DNR (do not resuscitate) or “keep patient
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comfortable,” a family member may want to know the life
expectancy of the terminal patient to plan for the inevitable
death.

By comparing a patient’s Health Score with a standard,
many inferences may be drawn from the comparison. For
example, in some embodiments, patients may be given a
category, such as critical, critical but stable, serious, serious
but stable, fair, and/or good. These categories may be words
or terms, numbers (such as 1-5 or 1-100), colors (such as red,
orange, yellow, or green), a made up system of categorizing,
or any other system. In addition, the categories may be dis-
crete, such as choosing one of four colors or may be continu-
ous, such as choosing any number from one to 100.

By having patients categorized, administrative decisions
and care priority can be determined accordingly. For
example, in some embodiments, a nurse scheduling tool may
be incorporated or separately determined which would allow
shift nurses to see the conditions of all patients on the floor
and assign nurses based on skill level, so that more experi-
enced nurses have more critical patients and newer nurses
have more stable patients. In some embodiments, the nurse
scheduling tool may rank patients, for example, 1-10 and
allocate patients to each nurse so that no nurse has a total
patient rank of for example, more than 25 (e.g., two very
critical patients of rank 10 and one fair but stable patient of
rank 5, four fair but stable patients of ranks 5.2, 5.4, 5.7 and
6.1, ortwo serious patients of rank 8 and one serious but stable
patient of rank 7.2). In some embodiments, the ELOS predic-
tion may be incorporated into the nursing schedules, so that
discharges may be predicted and the charge nurse may be able
to know how many staff members may be required to work an
upcoming shift. Similarly, these systems may be applied to
routing a doctor’s rounds, as described above.

In another possible arrangement, the Health Score may be
used to determine priority and timing of the post-discharge
“how are you doing” call. For example, patients leaving the
hospital with favorable Heath Scores may be called in three
days for a checkup, whereas patients with marginally accept-
able Heath Scores may be called sooner.

The Heath Score as disclosed in the incorporated docu-
ments, and above may be fine tuned to each hospital in which
it is implemented. Most hospitals have slight differences in
procedures, standards, requirements and other elements of
daily practice as compared to other hospitals and some
embodiments of the present invention may be adapted to a
specific hospital’s preferences. In particular, when using sub-
jective variables to produce a Health Score, as will be
described further below, some hospitals may be more conser-
vative in evaluating a patient’s condition. For example, nurses
at a first hospital may be taught that slightly grey skin is a
reason to fail a skin assessment while nurses at a second
hospital may be taught that a patient should pass a skin assess-
ment until the skin is really grey. This difference may make
average scores on the Health Score lower at the first hospital,
which could mean that the predicted health of a patient would
appear worse at the first hospital than at the second hospital.
By adjusting the Health Score according to an individual
hospital’s procedures, the Health Score may be more accu-
rate.

In some embodiments, the Heath Score may be used for
evaluation purposes. For example, the Heath Score may be
used to evaluate the performance of a particular doctor’s or
nurse’s performance, or even of the hospital itself. It can also
be used to evaluate a particular treatment by studying Heath
Score charts of patients that underwent a particular treatment.

In addition to evaluation of doctors, the system may be
used to compare effectiveness of medical treatments, com-
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pare the quality of care provided by different wards or hos-
pitals, and compare the skill of healthcare providers by pro-
viding an objective assessment of a patient’s health and
response to various factors. In some embodiments, the algo-
rithm may be customized after a patient’s stay to further
evaluate the care of the patient and compare the patient with
other patients. For example, if two patients had the same
diagnosis and received different treatments, a hospital or doc-
tormay want to compare those two patients’ recoveries. How-
ever, if one patient had a small drop in their Health Score due
to an unrelated event, such as having an allergic reaction to
topically applied medication, the algorithm may be adjusted
to exclude a factor, such as a skin standard of the nursing
assessment, from the Health Score of both patients, so that the
two patients are still evaluated using the same algorithm, but
the comparison is tailored to focus on the recovery from the
treatments and exclude unrelated deviations.

In another embodiment, the Health Score chart shapes can
be clustered to discover the “types” of patient health trajec-
tories. General prototypical trajectories, or trajectories com-
puted as a function of disease or procedure may be compared
against actual Heath Score charts to determine how a particu-
lar patient is responding to treatment. Once a Health Score
chart is assigned to such a prototypical trajectory, it may
further indicate the likelihood of various outcomes. In some
embodiments, this may be accomplished by using DRG/
IRC-9 groupings, as discussed herein.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the Heath
Score may be used as part of a remote monitoring service,
where a remote health service provider can monitor the score
of several patients and alert an on-site staff if there is an
emergency. The Health Score can be refined using neural
networks, or other analytical methods. The Health Score may
be fed to a central data hub and be used to monitor for large
scale trends in health problems, including a biological or
chemical attack.

While in some embodiments an individual Health Score
falling below a minimum mark or the change in Health Score
or slope of the Health Scores falling below a minimum
change may trigger an alarm or be interpreted by a healthcare
provider as an indication of the patient’s declining health, in
some embodiments the change in slope or derivative of the
slope of the Health Scores falling below a certain minimum
may trigger an alarm or be interpreted by a healthcare pro-
vider as an indication of the patient’s rapidly declining health.
For example, if a patient is slightly declining and suddenly
starts to decline at a much faster rate, this change in the
acceleration of the slope may trigger an alarm. In some
embodiments, the curvature of the Health Score plot may be
provided, such as by a presentation and/or comparison mod-
ule.

Many times a patient’s health may be compromised in
favor of conforming the patient’s care to hospital standards.
For example, many hospitals require their healthcare workers
to take a patient’s vital signs every 2-4 hours, which requires
awakening patients during the night and often times not
allowing them to complete a full sleep and enter deep sleep,
which may be critical to a patient’s recovery, and to draw
blood from patients every day or two, which can be detrimen-
tal to an anemic or hemophiliac. If a patient has been recov-
ering well and has an increasing Health Score, a healthcare
worker may rely on the Health Score to determine whether or
not a routine test or procedure may be skipped in order to
allow the patient to better recover.

The system may include the ability to view a patient’s prior
hospital visits. In some embodiments, if a patient has a recur-
ring condition, it may be preferable to view that patient’s past
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Health Scores in addition to the present Health Score. In
addition or alternatively, the graph may display a one or more
Health Scores calculated using different inputs, such as a red
line with circular data points for when the entry reflects nurs-
ing assessments, a blue line with square data points for blood
work and/or a green line with triangular points for a chem
panel. Differences in data source may be represented with
unique icons or any other means of differentiating them, as
not all embodiments are intended to be limited in these
respects. In addition or alternatively, a doctor or healthcare
provider may click on or hover over a point to access addi-
tional information, such as the data inputted to calculate the
Health Score, an average reading, values from earlier in the
patient’s stay, or any other information.

In some embodiments of the present invention, a Health
Score system 10 may be provided for generating and present-
ing a Health Score. The Health Score may be a medical
reference “figure-of-merit” that is used by a health caretaker,
such as a physician, nurse or other health attendant, to track
the patient’s health before, during or after a medical proce-
dure or illness, in order to assist in preventing that patient
from reaching a health crisis. When used in this manner, the
Health Score chart enables the attending physicians and
nurses to detect trends in the patient’s health over time, par-
ticularly in evaluating post-operative recovery in the hospital.
It also provides a statistically significant “outcome” for both
clinical studies and retrospective studies of the relative effi-
cacies among various surgical procedures or techniques, and
among medical treatments and drugs.

In addition to short term intensive use of the Health Score
system 10, a similar modified form may be used on a long
term basis by regular general practitioners or other health care
facilitates such as nursing homes. For example, as it stands,
yearly physicals are usually accompanied by a series of
medial measurements of the patient. Entering such data in
Health Score system 10 may be useful in spotting long term
declining health trends, even if none of the particular medical
conditions have reached a crisis level.

To generate and present the Health Score, as illustrated in
FIG. 1, system 10 may have an interface module 12, a collec-
tion module 14, a transformation module 16, a combination
module 18, a presentation and/or comparison module 20, an
alert module 22, and/or a storage module 24.

Interface module 12 may be configured to obtain or receive
raw medical input, either directly from patient monitoring
devices, or from attending physicians or nurses. Collection
module 14 may collect the raw medical data from interface
module 12, and further may collect additional material from
storage module 24, including the patient’s historical medical
data as well as other required general medical data (optional
statistics). In some embodiments, the raw medical data may
be transmitted to transformation module 16, and the stored
and historical medical data may be sent to presentation and/or
comparison module 20. In some embodiments, the medical
and historical data may be sent to the transformation module
16 and/or the presentation and/or comparison module 20.

Transformation module 16 may receive incoming raw
medical data and may convert this data into a usable format
for generating the patient’s Health Score. Transformation
module 16 may convert raw medical data into a form that will
allow different types of data to be combined, such as a scaled
number. The transformed data may then be sent to combina-
tion module 18, which in turn may generate a patient’s Health
Score, using a predetermined algorithm. The combination
module 18 may combine the transformed Health Score values
corresponding 1o the medical data into a single Health Score,
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such as by adding the scaled numbers and applying a prede-
termined algorithm to the sum of the scaled numbers to gen-
erate a Health Score.

Presentation and/or comparison module 20 may receive the
calculated Health Score and may prepare a Health Score chart
100, plotting the patient’s Health Score as a function of time.
In some embodiments, the presentation and/or comparison
module 20 may display the Health Score as a Health Score
plot over a predetermined time frame, such that a user may
identify health trends in a patient by evaluating the Health
Score Plot. Alert module 22, may generate an alarm for the
attending physicians and nurses when a problem is detected
with a patient’s Health Score chart 100. An alert may be
activated for such problems when the Health Score of a
patient descends below an acceptable threshold, determined
in advance by system 10 or set by the attending physician, or
if a downward trend is detected. Storage module 24 may be
configured to store and retrieve Health Score information at
various times during the Health Score generation and presen-
tation procedure.

It is understood that the above list of modules is intended
only as a sample of the logical organization of modules within
system 10. For example, many of the modules may be com-
bined with one another or subdivided and separated according
to their function. In some embodiments, a data module may
act as a collection for all data, both as inputted into an inter-
face module and as stored in a storage module, a conversion
module may transform and combine the data using an algo-
rithm and creating an output, and a display module may
present and compare the output as well as alert a healthcare
provider to a potential issues. Any similar Health Score sys-
tem, employing similar logical modules to obtain a Health
Score is also within the contemplation of the present inven-
tion.

Furthermore, it is noted that the modules of system 10,
illustrated in FIG. 1, are to show their logical relationship to
one another. However, this is not intended to limit the physical
construction of such a system. For example, system 10 may
be employed on a single larger computer or on a series of
smaller computers, possibly with different components resid-
ing within different geographical locations, such as the use of
an off-site storage module 24. Any health care system 10 may
employ similar modules to generate a Health Score alert, as
not all embodiments of the present invention are intended to
be limited in this manner.

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary embodiment of an arrange-
ment for system 10, showing five patient recovery rooms 30,
in a typical hospital with a central nursing station 32 that is
monitored 24 hours a day. System 10 may have a local termi-
nal 10A in each of the five patient rooms 30 and a main
terminal 10B at nursing station 32.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart outlining the process for generating
and presenting a patient’s Health Score via system 10. In step
200, a patient may be admitted for a particular illness or
surgical procedure and is subsequently connected to system
10. At step 202, various medical devices/monitors for obtain-
ing the pertinent raw medical data are attached to the patient,
such as blood pressure monitors, heart rate monitors, etc.

At step 204, interface module 12 may begin obtaining the
pertinent raw medical data about the patient and imports this
data into system 10. Some data may be obtained directly from
the attached medical devices or from electronic medical
records. Other data may be entered into the system by an
attending physician or nurse. At step 206, this data may be
sent to collection module 14. At step 208, collection module
14 may further obtain any necessary past medical data, most
importantly the past Health Scores of the same patient. The
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raw data may be transmitted to transformation module 16,
and the historical data is sent to presentation and/or compari-
son module 20.

Next, at step 210, transformation module 16 may transform
the raw patient medical data into a usable format, so thatall of
the disparate forms of medical data can readily be compiled
with one another. At step 212, the transformed medical data
may be sent to combination module 18, which converts that
raw transformed medical data into a Health Score using a
predetermined algorithm. At step 214, the Health Score may
be transmitted to presentation and/or comparison module 20,
which uses the current Health Score, as well as historical data
from storage module 24 (past Health Scores), to generate a
Health Score chart 100.

A sample Health Score chart 100 is shown in FIG. 4,
plotting a patient’s Health Score, calculated by system 10 as
a function of time. Chart 100 includes scale markings 102 and
label material 104 and a Health Score plot 106. This chart 100
shows a sample Health Score plot 106 for a patient recovering
from open-heart surgery, for 6 days. Initially the recovery was
going well, but at approximately the beginning of the fourth
day, health deteriorated. A more detailed description of the
contents and evaluation of a Health Score chart 100 is
included below.

At step 216, after Health Score chart 100 has been gener-
ated, presentation and/or comparison module 20 may modify
and display the Health Score chart 100 to healthcare provid-
ers, via interface module 12 of system 10. At step 218, pre-
sentation and/or comparison module may further save any
necessary information to storage module 24.

Finally at step 220, if the Health Score, according to plot
106, falls below a predetermined threshold, alert module 22
may inform the healthcare providers, either through interface
module 12 or via some other alarm, that the patient is in need
of attention.

It is noted that the above list of steps for generating Health
Score chart 100 via system 10 is intended only to show an
exemplary step-by-step process. For example, several of the
steps may be combined with one another or possibly one step
may be divided into a number of subroutines. Any similar
process using steps to create a Health Score chart on a similar
system is also with in the contemplation of the present inven-
tion.

Turning now to a more detailed description of the various
modules of system 10, interface module 12 may receive raw
medical data input at step 204, and transmits it to the various
collection and processing modules 14, 16, 18,20, 22 and 24 of
system 10, at step 206. Typically, the input may include any
number of the medical statistics that are used to generate the
Health Score produced by system 10. Interface module 12 of
system 10 may be as simple as a keyboard and monitor, used
for manual entry of patient data. Furthermore, it may addi-
tionally include aset of automated electrical instruments such
as pulse clips, automated blood pressure devices, blood oxy-
gen measuring devices, fluid monitoring devices or any other
standard medical measuring device, attached either by wire or
remotely to interface module 12.

In addition to providing an interface for receiving medical
data on the patients, interface module 12 may also be config-
ured to present a means for users, such as doctors or nurses, to
update, modify or review the patient’s Health Score at step
216. Furthermore, interface module 12 may also be employed
by alert module 22 at step 220 to alert the healthcare providers
that alert module 22 has detected a threshold breach, which is
explained in greater detail below

Collection module 14 may be coupled to interface module
12 for receiving the various raw patient data at step 206.
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Collection module 14 may accept this data from various
ports, including interface module 12 as well as other pro-
grams, such as electronic medical records (EMR), and stores
this data in storage module 24. Thus, in addition to the raw
physical patient data and physician/nurse input obtained from
interface module 12, collection module 14 may further collect
and organizes all of the data necessary to generate and main-
tain the Health Score chart 100 of the patient, including
collecting historical data, performed at step 208.

In some embodiments of generating a Health Score chart
100, the patient data that may be collected by collection
module 14 of system 10 may include both subjective and
objective data. Although objective data has been used in the
past to generate a single number representing a patient’s
health, subjective data, such as nursing assessments, may be
very significant in predicting the health of a patient. Subjec-
tive data may include variables, which may require human
evaluation or assessment, rather than collecting a numerical
value, such as blood pressure, heart rate, and other measur-
able factors. On some embodiments, subjective data includes
information commonly collected in nursing assessments.
Examples of subjective data may include standards which are
determined by a nurse after assessing a variety of factors in a
category, such as cardiac standard (which may be include
factors, such as pulse rate in beats per minute, warmth and
dryness of ski, blood pressure, and/or symptoms of hypoten-
sion), food/nutrition standard ((which may be include factors,
such as ability to chew and/or swallow, manual dexterity,
and/or consumption of daily diet as ordered, observed or
stated), gastrointestinal standard (which may be include fac-
tors, such as feel and appearance of the abdomen, bowel
sounds, nausea or vomiting, continence and/or bowel pat-
terns), genitourinary standards (which may be include fac-
tors, such as voids, continence, urine color and/or smell as
observed or stated, and/or urinary catheter), musculoskeletal
standards (which may be include factors, such as ability to
move all extremities independently and/or perform func-
tional activities as observed or stated, including use of assis-
tive devices), neurological standards (which may be include
factors, such as alertness, orientation to persons, place, time
and situation and/or speech coherence), pain standard (which
may be include factors, such as pain/VAS level and/or chronic
pain management), peripheral vascular standard (which may
be include factors, such as normal appearance and feel (e.g.,
warm and pink) of extremities, capillary refill, peripheral
pulses, edema, numbness and/or tingling), psycho-social
standard (which may be include factors, such as appropriate-
ness of behavior to situation, expressed concerns and fears
being addressed and/or support system), respiratory standard
(which may be include factors, such as respirations at rest,
bilateral breath sounds, nail beds and mucous membranes,
and/or look and feel of sputum), safety/fall risk standard
(which may be include factors, such as risk of patient to self
and/or others), and/or skin/tissue standard (which may be
include factors, such as skin CD&I, reddened areas, alertness,
cooperation and ability to reposition self independently, and/
or Braden scale). In some embodiments any orall of theabove
standards can be determined by a nurse using a pass/fail
system. Even though these standards may be binary assess-
ments, the transition from passing a standard to failing a
standard can be very predictive in indicating the health of a
patient. For example, if a patient moves from failing two
standards, to failing five standards, to failing 7 standards, the
patient may be going through a very serious decline in health,
even if the patient’s vital signs are relatively normal or not
changing.
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This information can be collected in any way, such as a
nurse filling out a checklist on a clipboard, entering the data
directly into a computer, PDA, a handheld electronic device
or any other device, as not all embodiments are intended to be
limited in this respect. In additional or alternatively, these
determinations may be made by means other than healthcare
workers, such as by a smart bed or another device which can
provide an electronic assessment.

In some embodiments, additional data from a healthcare
provider’s notes may be incorporated as data. For example, a
patient may have passed the respiratory standard of a nursing
assessment, but the nurse may have indicated a notation of
“diminished breathing capacity.” This note may be incorpo-
rated into the nursing assessment analysis or as a separate
variable as not all embodiments of the present invention are
intended to be limited in this respect.

In some embodiments of the present invention, a single
term in the Health Score formula may contain multiple medi-
cal data inputs. For example, as noted in the above incorpo-
rated discussions of Heath Score various medical readings
(e.g. blood pressure, heart rate etc. . . . ) are each transformed
into a particular number which are combined to form the
plotted Heath Score. 1t is understood however, the multiple
medical data inputs may be combined before being trans-
formed, such that the transformed number used for forming a
portion of the Heath Score, may be a combination of multiple
health readings. For example, systolic and diastolic blood
pressure may be combined into a single number before being
transformed for use in the Heath Score. Factors used in deter-
mining the Health Score may include objective and subjective
factors, such as diastolic blood pressure, systolic blood pres-
sure, temperature, pulse, respiration rate, a pain score,
weight, skin breakdown score, EKG pattern, and a set of
nursing assessments, as described above. Thus, collection
module 14 may obtain both past and present data necessary
for the patient on each of the categories to form Health Score
chart 100. Other inputs into the system may include weight,
height, body mass index, or any other variables as not all
embodiments of the present invention are intended to be
limited in this manner

Transformation module 16 may be configured to transform
each of the pieces of medical data obtained from collection
module 14 into a numerical quantity at step 210. The trans-
formation performed by module 16 may include any number
of mathematical or logical operations. Transformations may
also take multiple inputs to produce a single transformed
output. Multiple inputs may include historical data for this
patient or for any given class of patients. For example, if the
patient’s pulse is greater then one standard deviation above
that expected for a certain group of patients at this stage of
their recovery, then the value of “High Pulse” is one, other-
wise it is zero. An example of a transformation for diastolic
blood pressure (TDBP) would be:

if diastolic blood pressure (DBP)<50, then TDBP=2;

if DBP>50 and DBP<90, then TDBP=0;,

if DBP>89 and DBP<100, then TDBP=1;

if DBP>99 then, TDBP=2.

Inthis case, either very low values of diastolic blood pressure
(less than 50), or high values of diastolic blood pressure
(greater than 99), are considered dangerous.

Another example of a transformation may be for a nursing
assessment. For example, if the respiration assessment equals
“met standards” then the transformed respiration rate equals
zero. 1f the nursing assessment for respiration equals “did not
meet standards” then the transformed respiration rate equals
one.
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Thus, transformation module 16, after receiving raw data
from collection module 14, may process the data and trans-
forms them into numbers for use in generating a Health Score
for the patient.

The following serves as an exemplary embodiment of a list
of typical conversions of raw medical data into numerical
form (“transformed numbers”) by transformation module 16,
for use by system 10 in developing a patient Health Score:

if diastolic blood pressure<50 then Transformed Diastolic

BP=2

diastolic between 50 and 89, then . . . 0

diastolic between 90 and 99, then .. . 1

diastolic>99, then . . . 2

all nursing assessments . .. Met=0 . . . or Not Met=1

multiply cardiac, neurological, pain, peripheral vascular,

psychosocial, respiratory and skin/tissue assessments by
2

if Braden score<18, then ... 1

if Braden score greater or equal to 18, then . .. 0

if systolic blood pressure<70, then .. .3

if systolic>69 and <81, then . . . 2

if systolic>80 and less than 101, then . . . 1

if systolic>100 and <200, then .. . 0

if systolic>199, then . . . 2

if heart rate<40, then . . . 2

if heart rate>39 and <51, then . . . 1

if heart rate>>50 and <101, then ... 0

if heart rate>100 and <11, then ... 1

if heart rate>110 and <130, then . . . 2

if heart rate>129, then . . . 3

if respiration<9, then . . . 2

if respiration>8 and <15, then . . . 0

if respiration>14 and <21, then . . . 1

if respiration>20 and <30, then . . . 2

if respiration>29, than . . . 3

if temperature<95, then . . . 2

if temperature>94 and <101.1, then ... 0

if temperature greater or equal to 101.1, then . .. 2

1f the monitored heart pattern is “atrial fibrillation”, “sinus

rhythm”, “sinus tachycardia” or “paced” then . . . 1

1f the monitored heart pattern is “sinus bradycardia”

then...2

1f the monitored heart pattern is “atrial flutter” OR “heart

block™ then .. .3

1f the monitored heart pattern is “junctional rhythm”

then...4

1f the monitored heart pattern is “ventricular tachycardia”

then...5

Or if the monitored heart pattern is “ventricular fibrilla-

tion” then . . . 5.
These conversions of patient data into numbers are done
solely for the purpose of example. 1t is understood that any
conversion of raw medical data into a useable form for further
calculation within the context of system 10 is within the
contemplation of the present invention.

The above conversions of medical data into scaled numbers
is geared to assessment of negative factors. However, it is
understood that positive assessments may be included too,
resulting in “negative” scaled numbers, that would show a
positive affect on the Health Score. For example, transforma-
tion module 16 may give a negative scaled number in the
event that heart rate or lung capacity or other such medical
data is not only OK, but is in fact at an ideal state.

Combination module 18 may be configured to take the
transformed quantities from transformation module 16, apply
weighting modifiers, and to combine them, and then to scale
them onto a range, such as a score between 0 and 100, at step
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212. This score, generated by combination module 18, is
based on the various health factors measured and transformed
above, the resulting score being a relative overall Health
Score of the patient being monitored.

An example of a combination Health Score generated by
combination module 18, using the “transformed numbers”
(as described above) generated by transformation module 16
of system 10, may be:

“Health Sum”=Diastolic Blood Pressure+Tempera-
ture+Respiration+Systolic Blood Pressure+Heart
Rate+Braden Score+Cardiac Assessment+Food
Assessment+Gastrointestinal Assessment+Geni-
tourinary Assessment+Heart Rhythm+Muscu-
loskeletal Assessment+Neurological Assess-

ment+Pain Score+Pain PART 1
Assessment+Peripheral Vascular Assessment+Psycho-
Sociological+Respiratory Assessment+Safety/
Tall Assessment+Skin/Tissue Assessment
Health Score=100%#(30-"Health Sum™)/30 PART 2

Based upon the above formulae, a sample calculation of a
patient’s Health Score could be performed by transformation
module 16 and combination module 18, if the collection
module 14 of system 10 found the following raw medical
data:

Diastolic Blood Pressure of 95=1

Negative nursing cardiac assessment=2

Negative nursing respiratory assessment=2

Braden Score of 18=0

Systolic Blood Pressure of 202=1

Heart Rate of 100=1

Respiration Rate of 14=0

Temperature of 98=0

Heart Rhythm of sinus bradycardia=2

“Health Sum”=(totaling of all above)=9

Health Score=100*(30-“Health Sum™)/30=100*(30-
9)30=70

Such transformations and calculations are intended only to
be a simple example of determining a Health Score, as per-
formed by system 10. However, it is in no way intended to
limit the possible methods of calculating the score. For
example, not all measured raw medical data need to be incor-
porated into a Health Score. The attending physician may
wish to generate the score using only limited data to prevent
non-essential medical data from significantly altering the
Health Score.

Another example would be to include the use of weighting
factors (2 times, 3 times, etc.) that can be added or multiplied
to certain transformed numbers, such as the respiratory fac-
tors, when a particular patient is recovering from a lung-based
ailment such as pneumonia. Likewise, similar weighting fac-
tors can be added to the transformed scores of heart rate, heart
rhythm, systolic and diastolic pressure for patients with heart
ailments. It is understood that any number of modifications
introduced into a similar combination module 18 within a
similar system 10 for generating a Health Score is within the
contemplation of the present invention.

Presentation and/or comparison module 20 of system 10
may be configured to import the various data components
compiled by combination module 18 and to create a Health
Score chart 100 for the patient at step 214, and may display it
via interface module 12 of system 10, or on an existing medi-
cal information system, such as the hospital’s pre-existing
computer system. In some embodiments, the presentation
and/or comparison module 20 may include a statistical refer-
ence curve on said Heath Score plot, so that the Health Score
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may be easily compared to an average patient with similar
conditions and circumstances. In some embodiments, the
presentation and/or comparison module 20 may supply prin-
cipal corresponding measurements of direct raw medical data
on said Heath Score chart, may provide a smoothed Heath
Score curve, alongside said Heath Score plot that provides a
running average of the Health Score plot over time and/or
may supply the curvature of a smoothed Health Score plot.

As discussed above, FIG. 4 illustrates a sample Health
Score chart 100 generated by system 10 using the above-
described modules. Additional functions of comparison mod-
ule 20 are shown below which edit, modify or otherwise
present various versions of Health Score chart 100, per-
formed by system 10 at step 216.

Health Score chart 100 may be for displaying the Health
Score of a patient at particular times, and more importantly,
may be for detecting trends in a patient’s health. Thus, Health
Score chart 100 may include a number of Health Score assess-
ments taken frequently, both at periodic (e.g. every 15 min-
utes, or every 3 hours), or at irregular intervals. This generates
the Health Score chart 106 as shown in FIG. 4. plotting the
patient’s Health Score versus time as set by scales 102.

For example in FIG. 4, the Health Score of the patient may
be computed ten times a day, approximately every 2 hours
over the course of the six-day post-operative stay. During the
first four days, the patient progressed from an average Health
Score in the low 60s to the high 80s. But shortly thereafter, at
the beginning of the fourth day, the patient’s score began to
decline back into the 60s range.

Itis at this particular moment, at the beginning of'the fourth
day, that the Health Score chart 100 can prove to be a critical
tool for medical care. If an attending physician were to see
this patient at the end of day 4 without the Health Score chart,
the patient’s vital statistics would show a person of decent
physical health. This corresponds to the score of 70 on the
health chart, which is about average health during a post-
operation recovery, according to this example. Thus without
the chart 100, the patient would exhibit decent health, and the
attending physician would have to rely his own quick perusal
of the patient’s medical records.

However, with the Health Score chart 100 available, it
would be obvious to a physician or nurse that something is
going wrong with the patient at the end of day 4. This is a
critical time for the patient, because immediate treatment may
prevent a crisis. The new information conveyed by chart 100,
beyond what is normally available (that the patient is cur-
rently in an acceptable state), is that: less than 1 day ago, this
patient was in a much better general state of health and is
currently in a state of declining health. Thus by intervening in
the situation right at the beginning of day 5, the doctors were
able to stabilize the patient without further significant decline,
so that he could be released from the hospital at the end of day
6.

Comparison module 20 may be used to generate and
present pre-operation reference curves. Information from
pre-operation 108 may be posted on the patient’s Health
Score chart 100 so as to give additional context to their con-
dition. For example, before an operation, the patient may have
exhibited a Health Score of 50. After the operation, the doc-
tors may expect the patient to be significantly better. Since
before the operation he had a Health Score of 75, we expect
that, although he will go through some difficult periods dur-
ing recovery, he will get back to 75 within a week. This acts as
a baseline reference, to help better personalize the chart 100
to each patient. FIG. 5 shows an example of pre-operation
Health Score information 108, included on a typical Health
Score chart 100, with a pre-operation Health Score of 80.
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Statistical reference curves 110 may also be added to
Health Score chart by comparison module 20. For example,
when such information is available, statistically computed
average patient Health Score trajectories, for each specific
procedure and initial patient condition, may be included on
chart 100 next to the Health Score plot 106. This information
may be stored in a storage module 24, and may be imported
into comparison module 20 by collection module 14. Statis-
tical reference curves 110 may include linear information
with standard deviation error bars or transformed values. If
the patient is below expectation by a certain number of stan-
dard deviations, the system generates an alert using alert
module 22, as discussed below.

For example, in FIG. 6, on the Health Score chart 100, the
line labeled “Standard Open Heart” may be a statistical ref-
erence curve 110 of the average recovery of an open-heart
surgery patient of age 80. The Health Score plot 106 labeled
“Jane Smith—Room 7A” is the actual Health Score repre-
sentation of the recovery of Jane Smith. One sees that
although Ms. Smith has steadily improved since her opera-
tion, for the last several days she has improved at a much
slower rate than would be expected when compared to aver-
age (past) patients of the same age undergoing a similar
procedure. Statistical reference curves 110 can be compiled
from current patients or an evaluation of past patients by using
their records to generate Health Score histories.

Further subdivisions can also be made for such statistical
reference curves. For example, instead of having a single
reference curve 110 for average open-heart patients of age 80,
it can be further broken down by gender, and even further
modified as to a patient’s initial condition by using only
patients with similar Health Scores at the time of admission
into the hospital.

Principal corresponding measurement curves 112 may also
be generated by comparison module 20 of system 10. The
Health Score chart 100 may provide an instant context and
patient health trajectory on Health Score plot 106. It is also
important for healthcare providers to have access to other
direct measurements. FIG. 7 illustrates a typical Health Score
chart 100 that includes these direct medical measurements
112. The measurement curves 112 may include but are not
limited to: diastolic blood pressure, temperature, respiration
rate, pulse, and painscore. This allows healthcare providers to
detect other trends that may be affecting the Health Score and,
thus, the patient.

In the example in FIG. 7, the patient has a severely reduced
Health Score from December 12 through December 15. By
looking at the accompanying principal corresponding mea-
surement curves 112, it can be seen that the patient had
developed a fever on the 127 and was also dealing with Atrial
Fibrillation. By the 16 these conditions had been resolved,
with a corresponding sharp increase in Health Score.

FIG. 8 is another example of adding principal correspond-
ing measurement curves 112 to a standard Health Score chart
100. In this example, it can be seen that the Principal Corre-
sponding Measurement curves 112 themselves are important.
The line at the bottom of the Health Score chart 100 is “pain
scale” which is an evaluation of the patient’s pain level. It is
scaled between zero and ten. This patient is experiencing
significant pain almost exactly every 24 hours. This situation
may be the result of a poor pain management strategy; the
patient is under-medicated until he experiences a crisis, at
which time a large dosage of medication is administered.
Evaluation of the chart would prompt modification of this
patient’s pain medication frequency and dosage.

Itis understood that, when using the option of adding direct
medical data to the Health Score chart 100, system 10 has the
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ability to let the healthcare provider select which principal
corresponding measurements 112 they would like to see.
When the Health Score is improving or is adequate, such
features may be toggled off, as they are less important in such
instances. They can easily be added to chart 100 if the score
on plot 106 again drops, allowing the healthcare provider,
optionally, to have additional analysis tools for determining
the cause of the drop.

In another embodiment, presentation and/or comparison
module 20 may be configured to alter Health Score chart 100,
so that when a healthcare provider detects a trend in the
Health Score plot 106, they can understand exactly what
factors are contributing. To this end, as illustrated in FIG. 9,
system 10 may provide for a component expansion window
114, such that if the patient has a Health Score of 65 (for
example), the expansion might show that the patient lost 12
points due to elevated temperature (over 101 Fahrenheit), lost
18 points due to rapid pulse (between 100 and 110 beats per
minute) and lost 5 points due to a pain score of 5; all out of the
perfect Health Score of 100.

In another embodiment, presentation and/or comparison
module 20 may also alter Health Score chart 100 to obtain
certain kinds of slope information. Even though trends are
usually easy to spot by eye upon looking at Health Score plot
106, an automatic “simple” slope calculation may also be
useful. Mathematically, this is the first derivative of the
Health Score as a function of time. Due to the “noisiness” of
typical Health Score plots 106, some averaging methods may
be employed as well. If the slope is positive, the patient is
probably getting better; if it is approximately zero, then the
patient is staying the same; and if it is negative, then the
patient is probably getting worse. Slope lines 116 may be
added to the Health Score plot 106, as shown in FIG. 10. Such
slope information may help identify trends in Health Score
plot 106, particularly, when plot 106 is “noisy” due to large
variations between each Health Score measurement.
Although normally “staying the same” would not be consid-
ered a negative, in the situation where the patient is expected
to be recuperating, “staying the same” may be quite worri-
some. In the present example, although the most recent
Health Scores on plot 106 are constant at about a level of 70,
the slope line 116 shows a negative slope, taking into account
prior points, including a time early on day 4 when the score
was closer to 90.

Presentation and/or comparison module 20 of system 10
may also compute “rate of change” of the simple slope. For
instance, although the patient is still getting better, the rate of
improvement may be decreasing. This slow-down in recovery
could be evidence of a problem just beginning to develop.
Mathematically, this curvature information is the second
derivative of Health Score as a function oftime. Similar to the
slope data 116, due to the “noisiness” of the curves, averaging
is included in the computation. Itis understood that attending
physicians can adjust the slope calculation to include more or
less reference Health Scores from plot 100 depending on the
time span over which the physician intends to analyze.

The Health Score may be calculated continuously for a
patient’s entire hospital stay and/or recovery period and any
or all of that information may be displayed on the screen. In
some embodiments, the graph may display the patient’s
Health Score during his/her entire hospital stay, thereby
enabling the healthcare provider to look at one screen and be
able to understand the patient’s health history, as opposed to
having to flip through hundreds of pages of a patient’s medi-
cal history. In some embodiments, the time span over which
the Health Score is plotted may be a patient’s entire hospital
stay, the patient’s stay in a certain ward, such as the ICU or
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ER, the past few days of the patient’s stay, a number of hours
(such as 3, 5, 10, 12, 13 or more hours), days, weeks or
months, or any length of time as not all embodiments are
intended to be limited in this respect. In some embodiments,
the chart may contain compressed or selective data from a
period of time and full data from a different period of time.
For example, ifa patient has been in ahospital for a month, the
most recent three days may be depicted by hourly Health
Scores, while the rest of the month, prior to those three days,
may be depicted by a daily summary point on the chart.

When the raw data is noisy, a “running average” or other
“smoothing” of the Health Score can be displayed on Health
Score charts. The smoothed Health Score curve 118, shown in
FIG. 10, could incorporate both the 1% derivative (slope)
and/or the 2"? derivative (curvature) by color-coding or by
thickness of the displayed line. For example, if the patient was
getting worse (negative slope), the line might be colored red.
If the patient is getting worse at an accelerating rate, or is
getting better at a lessening rate, then the line could be bolded
for emphasis.

Presentation and/or comparison module 20 may further
display a panel of Health Score charts 120, as shown in FIG.
11. Typically, a nurse or a doctor or a unit supervisor wants to
see, on a single page, the graphs for all the patients in their
care. Therefore, system 10 may provide for the creation of a
patient panel 120, displaying a series of Health Score charts
100. Patient IDs can be included in the label data 104 to
identify each chart 100 on panel 120. This is especially useful
because an attending physician may wish to appoint more of
his time to patients with falling Health Scores (rather than
rising ones), given that those patients with falling scores will
likely require more attention and given that the physician’s
time is usually very limited.

It is understood that such modifications to patient Health
Score charts 100 are intended only as example modification
and are in no way intended to limit the scope of the present
invention. Any similar invention that utilizes modified Health
Score charts 100 is also within the contemplation of the
present invention.

In one embodiment, fifty potential variables may be used
from data readily available in the patient’s records. For some
or all potential variables, excess risk as a function of the
variable may be computed, as measured by one-year mortal-
ity. The computed excess risk may be the additional mortality
risk above the risk for the variable’s minimum mortality. In
order to provide the Health Score with continuous input func-
tions of each of these variables, the plots of 1-year mortality
may be compared with each variable to higher order polyno-
mials. With all variables on a common risk scale, the relative
importance of variables may be determined by using stepwise
logistic regression. Two variable sets (with a total of twenty-
six variables) may be built, one which incorporates data
inputted approximately every 4-6 hours (vital sign and nurs-
ing assessments) and the other including data from blood
chemistry panels and blood analysis.

Each set of variables may be used to construct a model
scaled from zero to 100, so that the best health would be
represented by a value of 100 and the worst health be repre-
sented by a value of zero. The Health Score may consist of a
linear combination of these two models weighted by two
factors: a scaling factor, to bring the absolute values of the two
models into alignment, and a time-dependent factor, used to
determine the proportion of the more slowly refreshed chem-
istry panel model, whose contribution decays to zero over 48
hours as the data ages.

The Health Score may use 26 variables, for example, vital
signs, including temperature, systolic blood pressure, dias-
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tolic blood pressure, heart rate, blood oxygen saturation and
respiratory rate; nursing assessments, including cardiac,
food/nutrition, gastrointestinal, genitourinary, musculoskel-
etal, neurological, peripheral vascular, psycho-social, respi-
ratory, skin/tissue and safety/fall risk standards; scores,
including Braden Scale Heart patterns; blood chemistry,
including blood urea nitrogen, creatinine, chloride, sodium
and potassium; and blood analysis, including hemoglobin
and white blood cell count.

In one embodiment of the present invention, as illustrated
in FIG. 1, alert module 22 may send an alert to an attending
physician or supervising nurse that a Health Score of a par-
ticular patient has fallen below a pre-determined threshold at
step 220. For example, if an attending physician sets a thresh-
old of 70, then patients falling below such a level may cause
alert module 22 to send an alert message to system terminal
10B at nursing station 32. Although the physician may wish to
see Health Score charts 100, regardless of the alerts, alert
module 22 may act as a reserve precaution warning of the
general failing health conditions of a patient who may be
approaching a crisis situation. It is understood that the alert
may actually be set to an upper threshold as well. Keeping
physicians aware of improving health conditions of certain
patients may be useful in making discharge decisions or in
adjusting medication. Alerts may also be triggered by a fall of
so many points in Health Score or by a slope that is of a
sufficient negative magnitude.

As such, the above-described system 10 and accompany-
ing generated Health Score charts 100 may provide a conve-
nient means for monitoring patient health status, particularly
in hospital post-operational situations. It may allow doctors to
get a feel for the overall health of the patient and to detect
trends in the patient’s health. Such information is particularly
useful in preventing crisis situations from arising in patients,
where the worsening condition (of a patient of adequate, yet
deteriorating health) is overlooked until it is too late. The
creation of the Health Score chart 100, by the present inven-
tion, may help in alerting attending physicians, nurses, or
“rapid response teams” to deteriorating conditions, even
when a spot check of the patient’s health would seem to show
the patient to be in an adequate state of health.

In addition to the uses outlined above, the Health Score can
be used for statistical analysis. For example, the Health Score
and the Health Score charts 100 can be used in retrospective
research. Many studies of drugs and procedures are published
monthly. These studies would benefit from the inclusion of a
readily computable Health Score.

For example, a procedure is often evaluated in terms of
mortality rate, length of hospital stay, or number of re-admis-
sions to the hospital. These measures are all significant, but at
the same time are all rather crude measures. For example, if
“Procedure A” has a mortality rate of 0.5% and “Procedure
B” has a mortality rate of 0.7%. it may be very difficult to
judge one the superior of the other, using only these mortality
statistics. However, if patients discharged after Procedure A
have an average Health Score of 80, and those discharged
after Procedure B have an average Health Score of 60, there
may be a real and meaningful difference between the two
procedures in terms of overall efficacy in treating the patient.
Thus, system 10 may provide a more sensitive measurement
of health than any other available measure, since it is not
based solely on major “outcomes” (like discharge or death),
but rather on a more subtle combination of overall health
factors. A medical study using the Health Score, which this
invention makes readily available for every patient, may find
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earlier and easier and more meaningful “statistical signifi-
cance” than a similar study that needed to wait for eventual
mortality outcomes.

An additional feature of Health Scores generated by sys-
tem 10 is that the Health Score can be used as a predictor to
assist in determining which patients require the most care.
Although individual symptoms and raw medical data may be
varied, the amalgamated Health Score, as shown on Health
Score charts 100, tends to be an accurate predictor of patient
outcome. For instance, using Health Score data generated
postfacto, FIG. 12 shows actual graphic correlation between
Health Scores from system 10 (computed at transfer to the
ICU from a regular ward of the hospital) versus the rate of
predicted expiration after an ICU stay. The chart shows a
precipitous decline in survival rates when the patient has,
incoming to the ICU, an overall Health Score below 65. In
such instances, ICU units admitting patients with Health
Scores below 65 may choose to divert additional resources to
these patients, in order to reduce morbidity and mortality
rates. The Health Score is a sensitive new tool for the ICU use.
Inthis example, patient “A” with a Health Score of 65, versus
patient “B” with a Health Score of 75, might not exhibit
obviously different symptoms, and thus the patients might be
treated similarly if the Health Score were not available. But
when the doctors know that there is a statistically significant
decline in survival rate when the Health Score is 65, patient
“A” may get the additional care that would save his life.

Furthermore, incoming Health Scores can be used as an
indicator of survival rates before undergoing certain proce-
dure. Not all patients are equal when entering the hospital for
aprocedure. In some cases, a decision “not to operate” may be
made if the risks of complication are too great. An admission-
timed Health Score from system 10 may also provide statis-
tical information for post-operative survival rates, which
could greatly influence a hospital’s decision to recommend
the use of surgery, versus alternative treatments.

In some embodiments, the system may allow physicians
and nurses and clinical researchers to provide more effective
health care for each patient, especially those spending several
days in ahospital. In some embodiments, hospitals may avoid
errors and reduce crisis management by using the system’s
ability to detect trends in a patient’s health before the patient
reaches a crisis point. Recognizing a serious decline soon
enough to administer proper treatment may be a life-saving
benefit. In some embodiments, the system may give physi-
cians and nurses a way in which to get the “big picture” of a
patient’s condition and absorb in a glance perhaps 100 pages
of a patient’s medical records. This deeper understanding,
along with this new capability to detect health trends, both
short-term (over the space of hours), and long-term (over the
space of days), may be important in delivery of effective
medical care. In some embodiments, an entirely new field of
scientific study may be enabled, where medical and surgical
treatments can be evaluated by the new measurements pro-
vided by some of the systems disclosed herein

In some embodiments, a new measurement of health is
generated, herein termed the patient “Health Score” which
may be continually plotted and displayed to show a patient’s
medical progress during his/her hospital stay. Some embodi-
ments of the present invention may prove to be a vital aid for
improving the quality and continuity of medical care.

All patents, patent applications, and published references
cited herein are hereby incorporated by reference in their
entirety. It will be appreciated that several of the above-
disclosed and other features and functions, or alternatives
thereof, may be desirably combined into many other different
systems or applications. Various presently unforeseen or
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unanticipated alternatives, modifications, variations, or
improvements therein may be subsequently made by those
skilled in the art which are also intended to be encompassed
by the following claims.

Example #1

As depicted in the embodiment shown in FIG. 13, a patient
was admitted with complaints related to a foot problem. The
patient’s history included chronic alcoholism. For two days
the patient was stable at a Health Score of about 70. The
following day the patient’s Health Score dropped from 70 to
50, remained at that level for 5 hours, then the Health Score
dropped from 50 to 20, a total of a 50 point drop over a total
of 12 hours. During this time the doctors’ and nurses’ notes
reflect no clear indication that the patient had moved from a
stable situation to one in which the patient was at risk of
dying. The patient remained at a low Health Score for 3 days
at which point the patient died. One ofthe physicians involved
indicated that if he/she had understood that there had been a
significant change in the patient’s status, the physician would
have reevaluated the treatment, altered it and possibly pre-
vented the patient’s death.

Example #2

As depicted in the embodiment shown in FIG. 14, a patient
entered the hospital with a complaint of jaundice. At the end
of day 2 laparoscopic surgery was performed to remove gall-
stones. For the next three days the patient’s Health Score
declined from almost 100, which would have been normal
following corrective surgery, to 30, indicating significant risk
of death. The patient received several transfusions due to a
report of anemia. It was only at day 4 that it was realized that
a complication had occurred. At day 5 exploratory surgery
was performed which found and corrected a source internal
bleeding. Following this, the patient recovered to a Health
Score of 60. FIG. 14 does not cover the period until discharge

Ifthe Health Score chart had been available, the complica-
tion would have been detected at the end of day 3 when the
Health Score was still above 60, instead of at days 4 and 5
when the Health Score had dropped to 30. Earlier detection
would have not only reduced the patient’s risk of death, but it
would have shortened the patient’s length of stay in the hos-
pital and significantly lessened the patient’s suffering.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for generating an indicator of a patient’s health
comprising;

continually receiving, on a computer, disparate medical
datarelating to a patient at a plurality of time points over
aperiod of time, the data including subjective data deter-
mined by a nurse after performing a musculoskeletal
nursing assessment including a subjective evaluation by
the nurse of the patient’s ability to move all extremities
independently;

transforming, on the computer, for each of the plurality of
time points, the disparate medical data into number val-
ues so that the disparate medical data can be combined;

combining, on the computer, for each of the plurality of
time points, the number values to generate a single out-
put value that represents the health of the patient at each
of the plurality of time points; and

continually plotting and displaying, on the computer, a
graph of each of the single output values for each of the
plurality of time points, wherein the graph shows the
patient’s health trajectory over the period of time.
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2. The method of claim 1 wherein the musculoskeletal
nursing assessment includes a subjective evaluation by a
nurse after assessing the patient’s ability to perform func-
tional activities as observed or stated.
3. The method of claim 1 wherein the disparate medical
data includes objective data selected from the group consist-
ing of diastolic blood pressure, temperature, respiration, sys-
tolic blood pressure, and heart rate.
4. The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the time
points represents a period of time after the patient has under-
gone a surgical procedure.
5. The method of claim 1 wherein the graphical display of
the patient’s health trajectory is viewed by a remote health
service provider located remotely from the patient.
6. The method of claim 1 further comprising repeating all
of the steps for many patients, and presenting a single image
showing such graphs, color-coded by the single output value,
allowing a nurse or doctor to view and evaluate many patients
simultaneously.
7. The method of claim 1 wherein a reference line stored on
the computer is added to the graph, the reference line repre-
senting an average health trajectory for patients who have had
a same procedure or who are being treated for a same disease,
so that the patient’s progress can be compared to average
progress.
8. A method for generating an indicator ofapatient’s health
comprising:
continually receiving, on a computer, disparate medical
data relating to a patient at a plurality of time points over
aperiod of time, the data including subjective data deter-
mined by a nurse after performing a gastrointestinal
nursing assessment including a subjective evaluation by
the nurse of the patient’s bowel sounds;
transforming, on the computer, for each of the plurality of
time points, the disparate medical data into number val-
ues so that the disparate medical data can be combined;

combining, on the computer, for each of the plurality of
time points, the number values to generate a single out-
put value that represents the health of the patient at each
of the plurality of time points; and

continually plotting and displaying, on the computer, a

graph of each of the single output values for each of the
plurality of time points, wherein the graph shows the
patient’s health trajectory over the period of time.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the gastrointestinal nurs-
ing assessment includes a subjective evaluation by a nurse
after assessing a factor selected from the group consisting of
feel and appearance of the patient’s abdomen, presence of
nausea in the patient, presence of vomiting in the patient, the
patient’s continence and the patient’s bowel patterns.

10. The method of claim 8 wherein the disparate medical
data includes objective data selected from the group consist-
ing of diastolic blood pressure, temperature, respiration, sys-
tolic blood pressure, and heart rate.

11. The method of claim 8 wherein at least one of the
plurality of time points represents a period of time after the
patient has undergone a surgical procedure.
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12. The method of claim 8 wherein the graphical display of
the patient’s health trajectory is viewed by a remote health
service provider located remotely from the patient.
13. The method of claim 8 further comprising repeating all
of the steps for many patients, and presenting a single image
showing such graphs, color-coded by the single output value,
allowing a nurse or doctor to view and evaluate many patients
simultaneously.
14. The method of claim 8 wherein a reference line stored
on the computer is added to the graph, the reference line
representing an average health trajectory for patients who
have had a same procedure or who are being treated for a same
disease, so that the patient’s progress can be compared to
average progress.
15. A method for generating an indicator of a patient’s
health comprising:
continually receiving, on a computer, disparate medical
data relating to a patient at a plurality of time points over
aperiod oftime, the data including subjective data deter-
mined by a nurse after performing a nursing assessment
including a subjective evaluation by the nurse using a
Braden Scale;

transforming, on the computer, for each of the plurality of
time points, the disparate medical data into number val-
ues so that the disparate medical data can be combined;

combining, on the computer, for each of the plurality of
time points, the number values to generate a single out-
put value that represents the health of the patient at each
of the plurality of time points; and

continually plotting and displaying, on the computer, a

graph of each of the single output values for each of the
plurality of time points, wherein the graph shows the
patient’s health trajectory over the period of time.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the disparate medical
data includes objective data selected from the group consist-
ing of diastolic blood pressure, temperature, respiration, sys-
tolic blood pressure, and heart rate.

17. The method of claim 15 wherein at least one of the
plurality of time points represents a period of time after the
patient has undergone a surgical procedure.

18. The method of claim 15 wherein the graphical display
of the patient’s health trajectory is viewed by a remote health
service provider located remotely from the patient.

19. The method of claim 15 further comprising repeating
all of the steps for many patients, and presenting a single
image showing such graphs, color-coded by the single output
value, allowing a nurse or doctor to view and evaluate many
patients simultaneously.

20. The method of claim 15 wherein a reference line stored
on the computer is added to the graph, the reference line
representing an average health trajectory for patients who
have had a same procedure or who are being treated for a same
disease, so that the patient’s progress can be compared to
average progress.
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