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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
MAINTAINING BLOOD PRESSURE
MONITOR CALIBRATION

SUMMARY

In accordance with various embodiments, monitoring
blood pressure non-invasively proves susceptible to reduced
precision resulting from changes in arterial compliance. In
accordance with various embodiments, such reduced preci-
sion can be avoided by monitoring arterial compliance
indicators and recalibrating a blood pressure monitoring
device in response to indications of significant arterial
compliance changes.

According to an aspect, the disclosure relates to a blood
pressure monitor. The blood pressure monitor includes one
or more sensors, for example, a pulse oximeter, for detecting
a pulse signal from a patient. The blood pressure monitor
also includes a memory for storing a baseline pulse signal
phase component and a processor. The processor is capable
of storing a first baseline pulse signal phase component in
the memory derived from a pulse signal obtained at about a
calibration time. The processor is also capable of monitoring
a current phase component of the pulse signal over a period
of time subsequent to the calibration time. The processor
calculates a difference between the current phase component
and the stored baseline phase component. The processor
then triggers a recalibration of the blood pressure monitor in
response to the calculated difference exceeding a threshold.

In an embodiment, calculating the difference between the
current phase component with the stored baseline phase
component comprises calculating the difference between the
phase components at a signal frequency of less than about 10
Hz. In another embodiment, calculating the difference
between the current phase component with the stored base-
line phase component comprises calculating the difference
between the phase components at a signal frequency of less
than about 5 Hz. The phase components are obtained, in one
embodiment, by calculating the Fourier phase component of
the pulse signals.

In an embodiment, the blood pressure monitor includes an
input for receiving a calibration blood pressure measurement
at about the calibration time from an external blood pressure
sensor. The calibration blood pressure measurement, along
with the pulse signal(s) obtained at the calibration time, may
be used by the processor to calibrate the blood pressure
monitor.

In an embodiment, the processor is capable of obtaining
a second calibration blood pressure value at a second
calibration time. The processor calculates blood pressure
calibration values based on a pulse signal obtained at about
the second calibration time and the second calibration blood
pressure measurement and stores an updated baseline pulse
signal phase component based on the calculation.

According to an aspect, the disclosure relates to a method
of monitoring blood pressure. The method includes storing
a baseline pulse signal phase component associated with a
pulse signal, e.g., a pleth signal, obtained at a calibration
time. Subsequently, current phase components of the pulse
signal are monitored over time. Differences between the
current phase components and the stored baseline compo-
nents are compared to a threshold. If the difference exceeds
the threshold, the method includes triggering a recalibration
of a pulse-signal based blood pressure monitor.

In an embodiment, the method includes receiving a cali-
bration blood pressure value derived at about the calibration
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time. The calibration blood pressure value, in one embodi-
ment, is determined independent of the pulse signal data.

In an embodiment, in response to the calculated difference
falling below the threshold, the method includes calculating
a monitored blood pressure value using a pulse signal at a
time subsequent to the calibration time.

According to an aspect, the disclosure relates to a com-
puter-readable medium for use in maintaining the calibration
of a blood pressure monitor. The computer-readable medium
has computer program instructions recorded thereon for
storing a baseline pulse signal phase component associated
with a pleth signal obtained at a calibration time and
monitoring a current phase component of the pleth signal
over a period of time subsequent to the calibration time. The
computer-readable medium also has computer program
instructions for calculating a difference between the current
phase component with the stored baseline phase component
and triggering a recalibration of a pleth signal-based blood
pressure monitor in response to the calculated difference
exceeding a threshold.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features of the present disclosure, its
nature and various advantages will be more apparent upon
consideration of the following detailed description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative pulse oximetry system in
accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the illustrative pulse oxim-
etry system of FIG. 1 coupled to a patient in accordance with
an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an illustrative signal pro-
cessing system in accordance with some embodiments;

FIG. 4 includes four charts illustrating the relationship
between arterial compliance and compliance phase;

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of a method of monitoring blood
pressure using the pulse oximetry system of FIG. 1 in
accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of a method of calibrating a blood
pressure monitoring system operating according to the
method of FIG. 5 in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a method of maintaining
calibration of the pulse oximetry system operating according
to the method of FIG. 5 in accordance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An oximeter is a medical device that may determine the
oxygen saturation of the blood. One common type of oxi-
meter is a pulse oximeter, which may indirectly measure the
oxygen saturation of a patient’s blood (as opposed to mea-
suring oxygen saturation directly by analyzing a blood
sample taken from the patient) and changes in blood volume
in the skin. Ancillary to the blood oxygen saturation mea-
surement, pulse oximeters may also be used to measure the
pulse rate of the patient. Pulse oximeters typically measure
and display various blood flow characteristics including, but
not limited to, the oxygen saturation of hemoglobin in
arterial blood.

An oximeter may include a light sensor that is placed at
a site on a patient, typically a fingertip, toe, forehead or
earlobe, or in the case of a neonate, across a foot. The
oximeter may pass light using a light source through blood
perfused tissue and photoelectrically sense the absorption of
light in the tissue. In addition, locations which are not
typically understood to be optimal for pulse oximetry serve
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as suitable sensor locations for the blood pressure monitor-
ing processes described herein, including any location on the
body that has a strong pulsatile arterial flow. For example,
additional suitable sensor locations include, without limita-
tion, the neck to monitor cartoid artery pusatile flow, the
wrist to monitor radial artery pulsatile flow, the inside of a
patient’s thigh to monitor femural artery pulsatile flow, the
ankle to monitor tibial artery pulsatile flow, and around or in
front of the ear. Suitable sensors for these locations may
include sensors for sensing absorbed light based on detect-
ing reflected light. In all suitable locations, for example, the
oximeter may measure the intensity of light that is received
at the light sensor as a function of time. The oximeter may
also include sensors at multiple locations. A signal repre-
senting light intensity versus time or a mathematical
manipulation of this signal (e.g., a scaled version thereof a
log taken thereof a scaled version of a log taken thereof etc.)
may be referred to as the photoplethysmograph (PPG)
signal. In addition, the term “PPG signal,” as used herein,
may also refer to an absorption signal (i.e., representing the
amount of light absorbed by the tissue) or any suitable
mathematical manipulation thereof. The light intensity or
the amount of light absorbed may then be used to calculate
the amount of the blood constituent (e.g., oxyhemoglobin)
being measured as well as the pulse rate and when each
individual pulse occurs.

The light passed through the tissue is selected to be of one
or more wavelengths that are absorbed by the blood in an
amount representative of the amount of the blood constituent
present in the blood. The amount of light passed through the
tissue varies in accordance with the changing amount of
blood constituent in the tissue and the related light absorp-
tion. Red and infrared wavelengths may be used because it
has been observed that highly oxygenated blood will absorb
relatively less red light and more infrared light than blood
with a lower oxygen saturation. By comparing the intensities
of two wavelengths at different points in the pulse cycle, it
is possible to estimate the blood oxygen saturation of
hemoglobin in arterial blood.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a pulse
oximetry system 10. System 10 may include a sensor 12 and
a pulse oximetry monitor 14. Sensor 12 may include an
emitter 16 for emitting light at two or more wavelengths into
a patient’s tissue. A detector 18 may also be provided in
sensor 12 for detecting the light originally from emitter 16
that emanates from the patient’s tissue after passing through
the tissue.

According to an embodiment and as will be described,
system 10 may include a plurality of sensors forming a
sensor array in lieu of single sensor 12. Each of the sensors
of the sensor array may be a complementary metal oxide
semiconductor (CMOS) sensor. Alternatively, each sensor of
the array may be charged coupled device (CCD) sensor. In
an embodiment, the sensor array may be made up of a
combination of CMOS and CCD sensors. The CCD sensor
may comprise a photoactive region and a transmission
region for receiving and transmitting data whereas the
CMOS sensor may be made up of an integrated circuit
having an array of pixel sensors. Each pixel may have a
photodetector and an active amplifier.

According to an embodiment, emitter 16 and detector 18
may be on opposite sides of a digit such as a finger or toe,
in which case the light that is emanating from the tissue has
passed completely through the digit. In an embodiment,
emitter 16 and detector 18 may be arranged so that light
from emitter 16 penetrates the tissue and is reflected by the
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tissue into detector 18, such as a sensor designed to obtain
pulse oximetry data from a patient’s forehead.

In an embodiment, the sensor or sensor array may be
connected to and draw its power from monitor 14 as shown.
In another embodiment, the sensor may be wirelessly con-
nected to monitor 14 and include its own battery or similar
power supply (not shown). Monitor 14 may be configured to
calculate physiological parameters based at least in part on
data received from sensor 12 relating to light emission and
detection. In an embodiment, the calculations may be pet-
formed on the monitoring device itself and the result of the
oximetry reading may be passed to monitor 14. Further,
monitor 14 may include a display 20 configured to display
the physiological parameters or other information about the
system. In the embodiment shown, monitor 14 may also
include a speaker 22 to provide an audible sound that may
be used in various other embodiments, such as for example,
sounding an audible alarm in the event that a patient’s
physiological parameters are not within a predefined normal
range. In an embodiment, the monitor 14 includes a blood
pressure monitor 15. In alternative embodiments, the pulse
oximetry system 10 includes a stand alone blood pressure
monitor 15 in communication with the monitor 14 via a
cable 17 or a wireless network link.

In an embodiment, sensor 12, or the sensor array, may be
communicatively coupled to monitor 14 via a cable 24.
However, in other embodiments, a wireless transmission
device (not shown) or the like may be used instead of or in
addition to cable 24.

In an embodiment, pulse oximetry system 10 may also
include a multi-parameter patient monitor 26. The monitor
may be a cathode ray tube type, a flat panel display (as
shown) such as a liquid crystal display (LCD) or a plasma
display, or any other type of monitor now known or later
developed. Multi-parameter patient monitor 26 may be
configured to calculate physiological parameters and to
provide a display 28 for information from monitor 14 and
from other medical monitoring devices or systems (not
shown). For example, multiparameter patient monitor 26
may be configured to display an estimate of a patient’s blood
oxygen saturation generated by pulse oximetry monitor 14
(referred to as an “SpO,” measurement), pulse rate infor-
mation from monitor 14 and blood pressure from the blood
pressure monitor 15 on display 28.

Monitor 14 may be communicatively coupled to multi-
parameter patient monitor 26 via a cable 32 or 34 that is
coupled to a sensor input port or a digital communications
port, respectively and/or may communicate wirelessly (not
shown). In addition, monitor 14 and/or multi-parameter
patient monitor 26 may be coupled to a network to enable
the sharing of information with servers or other workstations
(not shown). Monitor 14 may be powered by a battery (not
shown) or by a conventional power source such as a wall
outlet.

Calibration device 80, which may be powered by monitor
14, a battery, or by a conventional power source such as a
wall outlet, may include any suitable blood pressure cali-
bration device. For example, calibration device 80 may take
the form of any invasive or non-invasive blood pressure
monitoring or measuring system used to generate reference
blood pressure measurements for use in calibrating the
CNIBP monitoring techniques described herein. Such cali-
bration devices may include, for example, an aneroid or
mercury sphygmomanometer and occluding cuff 23, a pres-
sure sensor inserted directly into a suitable artery of a
patient, an oscillometric device or any other device or
mechanism used to sense, measure, determine, or derive a
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reference blood pressure measurement. In some embodi-
ments, calibration device 80 may include a manual input
device (not shown) used by an operator to manually input
reference blood pressure measurements obtained from some
other source (e.g., an external invasive or non-invasive
blood pressure measurement system).

Calibration device 80 may also access reference blood
pressure measurements stored in memory (e.g., RAM,
ROM, or a storage device). For example, in some embodi-
ments, calibration device 80 may access reference blood
pressure measurements from a relational database stored
within calibration device 80, monitor 14, or multi-parameter
patient monitor 26. The reference blood pressure measure-
ments generated or accessed by calibration device 80 may be
updated in real-time, resulting in a continuous source of
reference blood pressure measurements for use in continu-
ous or periodic calibration. Alternatively, reference blood
pressure measurements generated or accessed by calibration
device 80 may be updated periodically, and calibration may
be performed on the same periodic cycle. Preferably, the
reference blood pressure measurements are generated when
recalibration is triggered as described below. In the depicted
embodiments, calibration device 80 is connected to monitor
14 or blood pressure monitor 15 via cable 82. In other
embodiments, calibration device 80 may be a stand-alone
device that may be in wireless communication with monitor
14. Reference blood pressure measurements may then be
wirelessly transmitted to monitor 14 for use in calibration. In
still other embodiments, calibration device 80 is completely
integrated within monitor.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a pulse oximetry system,
such as pulse oximetry system 10 of FIG. 1, which may be
coupled to a patient 40 in accordance with an embodiment.
Certain illustrative components of sensor 12 and monitor 14
are illustrated in FIG. 2. Sensor 12 may include emitter 16,
detector 18, and encoder 42. In the embodiment shown,
emitter 16 may be configured to emit at least two wave-
lengths of light (e.g., RED and JR) into a patient’s tissue 40.
Hence, emitter 16 may include a RED light emitting light
source such as RED light emitting diode (LED) 44 and an IR
light emitting light source such as IR LED 46 for emitting
light into the patient’s tissue 40 at the wavelengths used to
calculate the patient’s physiological parameters. In one
embodiment, the RED wavelength may be between about
600 nm and about 700 nm, and the IR wavelength may be
between about 800 nm and about 1000 nm. In embodiments
where a sensor array is used in place of single sensor, each
sensor may be configured to emit a single wavelength. For
example, a first sensor emits only a RED light while a
second only emits an IR light. In another example, the
wavelengths of light used are selected based on the specific
location of the sensor.

It will be understood that) as used herein, the term “light”
may refer to energy produced by radiative sources and may
include one or more of ultrasound, radio, microwave, mil-
limeter wave, infrared, visible, ultraviolet, gamma ray or
X-ray electromagnetic radiation. As used herein, light may
also include any wavelength within the radio, microwave,
infrared, visible, ultraviolet, or X-ray spectra, and that any
suitable wavelength of electromagnetic radiation may be
appropriate for use with the present techniques. Detector 18
may be chosen to be specifically sensitive to the chosen
targeted energy spectrum of the emitter 16.

In an embodiment, detector 18 may be configured to
detect the intensity of light at the RED and IR wavelengths.
Alternatively, each sensor in the array may be configured to
detect an intensity of a single wavelength. In operation, light
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may enter detector 18 after passing through the patient’s
tissue 40. Detector 18 may convert the intensity of the
received light into an electrical signal. The light intensity is
directly related to the absorbance and/or reflectance of light
in the tissue 40. That is, when more light at a certain
wavelength is absorbed, reflected, or scattered, less light of
that wavelength is received from the tissue by the detector
18. After converting the received light to an electrical signal,
detector 18 may send the signal to monitor 14, where
physiological parameters may be calculated based on the
absorption of the RED and IR wavelengths in the patient’s
tissue 40.

In an embodiment, encoder 42 may contain information
about sensor 12, such as what type of sensor it is (e.g,
whether the sensor is intended for placement on a forehead
or digit) and the wavelengths of light emitted by emitter 16.
This information may be used by monitor 14 to select
appropriate algorithms, lookup tables and/or calibration
coeflicients stored in monitor 14 for calculating the patient’s
physiological parameters.

Encoder 42 may contain information specific to patient
40, such as, for example, the patient’s age, weight, and
diagnosis. This information may allow monitor 14 to deter-
mine, for example, patient-specific threshold ranges in
which the patient’s physiological parameter measurements
should fall and to enable or disable additional physiological
parameter algorithms. Encoder 42 may, for instance, be a
coded resistor which stores values corresponding to the type
of sensor 12 or the type of each sensor in the sensor array,
the wavelengths of light emitted by emitter 16 on each
sensor of the sensor array, and/or the patient’s characteris-
tics. In an embodiment, encoder 42 may include a memory
on which one or more of the following information may be
stored for communication to monitor 14: the type of the
sensor 12; the wavelengths of light emitted by emitter 16;
the particular wavelength each sensor in the sensor array is
monitoring; a signal threshold for each sensor in the sensor
array; any other suitable information; or any combination
thereof.

In an embodiment, signals from detector 18 and encoder
42 may be transmitted to monitor 14. In the embodiment
shown, monitor 14 may include a general-purpose micro-
processor 48 connected to an internal bus 50. Microproces-
sor 48 may be adapted to execute software, which may
include an operating system and one or more applications, as
part of performing the functions described herein. Also
connected to bus 50 may be a read-only memory (ROM) 52,
a random access memory (RAM) 54, user inputs 56, display
20, and speaker 22.

RAM 54 and ROM 52 are illustrated by way of example,
and not limitation. Any suitable computer-readable media
may be used in the system for data storage. Computer-
readable media are capable of storing information that can
be interpreted by microprocessor 48. This information may
be data or may take the form of computer-executable
instructions, such as software applications, that cause the
microprocessor to perform certain functions and/or com-
puter-implemented methods. Depending on the embodi-
ment, such computer-readable media may include computer
storage media and communication media. Computer storage
media may include volatile and non-volatile, removable and
non-removable media implemented in any method or tech-
nology for storage of information such as computer-readable
instructions, data structures, program modules or other data.
Computer storage media may include, but is not limited to,
RAM, ROM, EPROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other
solid state memory technology, CD-ROM, DVD, or other
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optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic
disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
medium which can be used to store the desired information
and which can be accessed by components of the system.

In an embodiment, a time processing unit (TPU) 58 may
provide timing control signals to a light drive circuitry 60,
which may control when emitter 16 is illuminated and
multiplexed timing for the RED LED 44 and the IR LED 46.
TPU 58 may also control the gating-in of signals from
detector 18 through an amplifier 62 and a switching circuit
64. These signals are sampled at the proper time, depending
upon which light source is illuminated. The received signal
from detector 18 may be passed through an amplifier 66, a
low pass filter 68, and an analog-to-digital converter 70. The
digital data may then be stored in a queued serial module
(QSM) 72 (or buffer) for later downloading to RAM 54 as
QSM 72 fills up. In one embodiment, there may be multiple
separate parallel paths having amplifier 66, filter 68, and
A/D converter 70 for multiple light wavelengths or spectra
received.

In an embodiment, microprocessor 48 may determine the
patient’s physiological parameters, such as SpO, and pulse
rate, using various algorithms and/or look-up tables based
on the value of the received signals and/or data correspond-
ing to the light received by detector 18. Signals correspond-
ing to information about patient 40, and particularly about
the intensity of light emanating from a patient’s tissue over
time, may be transmitted from encoder 42 to a decoder 74.
These signals may include, for example, encoded informa-
tion relating to patient characteristics. Decoder 74 may
translate these signals to enable the microprocessor to deter-
mine the thresholds based on algorithms or look-up tables
stored in ROM 52. User inputs 56 may be used to enter
information about the patient, such as age, weight, height,
diagnosis, medications, treatments, and so forth. In an
embodiment, display 20 may exhibit a list of values which
may generally apply to the patient, such as, for example, age
ranges or medication families, which the user may select
using user inputs 56.

FIG. 3 is an illustrative signal processing system in
accordance with an embodiment. In this embodiment, input
signal generator 310 generates an input signal 316. As
illustrated, input signal generator 310 may include oximeter
320 coupled to sensor 318, which may provide as input
signal 316, a PPG signal. It will be understood that input
signal generator 310 may include any suitable signal source,
signal generating data, signal generating equipment, or any
combination thereof to produce signal 316. Signal 316 may
be any suitable signal or signals, such as, for example,
biosignals that represent a patient’s pulse.

In an embodiment, signal 316 may be coupled to proces-
sor 312. Processor 312 may be any suitable software,
firmware, and/or hardware, and/or combinations thereof for
processing signal 316. For example, processor 312 may
include one or more hardware processors (e.g., integrated
circuits), one or more software modules, computer-readable
media such as memory, firmware, or any combination
thereof. Processor 312 may, for example, be a computer or
may be one or more chips (i.e., integrated circuits). Proces-
sor 312 may perform the calculations associated with the
signal processing of the present disclosure as well as the
calculations associated with any suitable interrogations of
the processed signals. Processor 312 may perform any
suitable signal processing of signal 316 to filter signal 316,
such as any suitable band-pass filtering, adaptive filtering,
closed-loop filtering, and/or any other suitable filtering,
and/or any combination thereof.

20

25

40

45

50

60

65

8

Processor 312 may be coupled to one or more memory
devices (not shown) or incorporate one or more memory
devices such as any suitable volatile memory device (e.g.,
RAM, registers, etc.), non-volatile memory device (e.g.,
ROM, EPROM, magnetic storage device, optical storage
device, flash memory, etc.), or both. The memory may also
be used by the processor 312 to store blood pressure
monitoring data, including current blood pressure calibra-
tion values, blood pressure monitoring calibration thresh-
olds, and patient blood pressure history.

Processor 312 may be coupled to output 314. Qutput 314
may be any suitable output device such as, for example, one
or more medical devices (e.g., a medical monitor that
displays various physiological parameters, a medical alarm,
or any other suitable medical device that either displays
physiological parameters or uses the output of processor 312
as an input), one or more display devices (e.g., monitor,
PDA, mobile phone, any other suitable display device, or
any combination thereof), one or more audio devices, one or
more memory devices (e.g., hard disk drive, flash memory,
RAM, optical disk, any other suitable memory device, or
any combination thereof), one or more printing devices, any
other suitable output device, or any combination thereof.

It will be understood that system 300 may be incorporated
into system 10 (FIGS. 1 and 2) in which, for example, input
signal generator 310 may be implemented as parts of sensor
12 and monitor 14 and processor 312 may be implemented
as part of monitor 14.

Pulse oximeters, in addition to providing other informa-
tion, can be utilized to determine the blood pressure of a
patient. As described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,599,251, the entirety
of which is incorporated herein by reference, PPG and other
pulse signals obtained from multiple probes can be pro-
cessed to calculate the blood pressure of a patient. In
particular, blood pressure is derived based on a comparison
of time delays between certain components of the pulse
signals detected at each of the respective probes. As
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/242,238,
entitled “Systems and Methods For Non-Invasive Blood
Pressure Monitoring,” and filed on Sep. 30, 2008, the
entirety of which is incorporated herein by reference, blood
pressure can also be derived by processing time delays
detected within a single PPG or pulse signal obtained from
a single pulse oximeter probe. In addition, as described in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/242.867, entitled “Sys-
tems and Methods For Non-Invasive Continuous Blood
Pressure Determination,” and filed on Sep. 30, 2008, the
entirety of which is incorporated herein by reference, blood
pressure may also be obtained by calculating the area under
certain portions of a pulse signal.

One benefit of monitoring blood pressure based on pulse
signals is that such signals can be obtained in a non-invasive
fashion. To continuously monitor blood pressure using a
conventional sphygmomanometer, a cuff is repeatedly
inflated around a patient’s appendage, applying significant
pressure. Such repeated pressure can result at a minimum in
patient discomfort and potentially in serious injury. In con-
trast, continuous blood pressure monitoring based on a pulse
signal may be achieved merely by placing a pulse oximetry
probe on an appendage or other part of a patient’s body.

Several pulse signal-based blood pressure monitoring
techniques are based on calibration blood pressure data
collected in a more invasive fashion, for example via a
sphygmomanometer. That is, data derived from the pulse
signal at a calibration time is compared to a blood pressure
reading obtained in a more conventional, invasive fashion.
For this calibration to remain accurate, preferably certain
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physiological characteristics of the patient, including the
compliance of the patient’s arteries, must remain relatively
constant. Significant changes in these characteristics may
result in less accurate blood pressure readings, making
recalibration desirable.

In general, the methodologies referenced above rely in
part on determining or estimating pulse wave propagation
rates, including initial pulse wave propagation and/or reflec-
tion rates. One determinant of pulse wave propagation and
reflection rates is the compliance or alternatively, the elas-
ticity, of the arteries of the patient. Thus, compliance
changes may alter apparent blood pressure, (i.e., blood
pressure determined based on a pulse signal). In addition,
compliance has a direct impact on actual blood pressure.
Specifically, all other things remaining constant, increased
compliance results in larger blood pressure changes for a
given volume change. That is, the difference between sys-
tolic and diastolic pressure will be larger. Decreased com-
pliance results in a decrease in blood pressure change for a
given volume change. That is, the difference between sys-
tolic and diastolic pressure will be smaller. However, the
impact of compliance on apparent blood pressure often
differs from the impact of compliance on actual blood
pressure. As keeping a patients arterial compliance constant
may not be possible, practical, or even desired, it is desirable
to have a pulse signal-based blood pressure monitor take
arterial compliance into account in determining blood pres-
sure. One way of taking arterial compliance into account is
to monitor compliance and recalibrate the blood pressure
monitor upon detection of significant changes in compli-
ance, thereby reducing calibration errors as well as unnec-
essary recalibrations. Detected compliance changes may
also be used directly for recalibration.

As depicted in the Charts A-D of FIG. 4, from “Apparent
Arterial Compliance” by Christopher M. Quick et al. in the
American Journal of Physiology-Heart and Circulatory
Physiology, Vol. 4, Issue 4, 1998, the entirety of which is
incorporated by reference, one indicator of arterial compli-
ance is the phase component of the Fourier transform of the
pulse wave signal. Phase is a characteristic which can be
measured directly from pulse signal non-invasively, thus
making it a useful indicator for tracking compliance
changes. Phase change detection can be a useful surrogate
for actual compliance changes, particularly at low frequen-
cies, preferably at frequencies of less than about 10 Hz, and
more preferably at frequencies of less than about 5 Hz. At
such frequencies, changes in compliance are also accompa-
nied by marked changes in phase. For example, charts A and
B depict the frequency dependent effects of a vasodilator on
apparent arterial compliance. Chart A depicts the impact on
apparent compliance magnitude and Chart B depicts the
impact on apparent compliance phase. For both phase and
magnitude, the changes are more pronounced at low fre-
quencies. Similar pronounced amplitude and phase varia-
tions are visible in Charts C and D, which depict the impact
of a vasoconstrictor.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of a method 500 of monitoring blood
pressure using the pulse oximetry system 10 of FIG. 1 in
accordance with an embodiment. The method begins with
calibrating a non-invasive blood pressure monitor 15 incor-
porated into or in communication with the pulse oximetry
system 10 (step 502). One illustrative method for calibrating
the blood pressure monitor 15 is described further below in
relation to FIG. 6. After calibration, the non-invasive blood
pressure monitor 15 monitors the blood pressure of the
patient for which it was calibrated (step 504) using pulse
oximetry data collected by the pulse oximetry system 10.
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Suitable methods and systems for such monitoring, include,
without limitation, those described in the patent and patent
applications incorporated by reference above. While the
blood pressure is being monitored, the blood pressure moni-
tor 15 also monitors indicators of the arterial compliance of
the patient. Suitable indicators include, for example, a phase
component of the pulse signal generated by the pulse
oximetry system 10 or a conditioned version thereof. If the
blood pressure monitor 15 detects a change in the arterial
compliance indicator that exceeds a threshold (DB 506), the
blood pressure monitor 15 triggers a recalibration of the
blood pressure monitor (step 502), for example using cali-
bration device 80. Otherwise, the blood pressure monitor 15
continues to monitor blood pressure of the patient (step 504).
Arterial compliance indicator monitoring is described far-
ther below in relation to FIG. 7. In an embodiment, the blood
pressure monitor 15 also stores a history of patient blood
pressure and corresponding compliance indicator values.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of a method 600 of calibrating a
blood pressure monitoring system operating according to the
method of FIG. 5 in accordance with an embodiment. The
method 600 begins with the blood pressure monitor 15
obtaining a baseline calibration blood pressure value at a
calibration time (step 602). Preferably, the calibration blood
pressure value includes both systolic and diastolic pressure
values. At about the same time, the blood pressure monitor
15 obtains a pulse signal, such as a PPG signal from pulse
oximetry system 10 (step 604).

The pulse signal, while still in analog form, is then
optionally conditioned (step 606), for example by applying
a low-pass or band-pass filter to remove noise from the
signal. The conditioned signal is then digitized using an
analog to digital converter (step 608). In an embodiment, in
which the blood pressure monitor 15 is a separate device
distinct from the pulse oximetry system 10, the conditioning
and digitization of the signal is called out by the pulse
oximetry system 10. In another such embodiment, the blood
pressure monitor 15 receives a raw pulse signal and carries
out the conditioning and digitization of the pulse signal
itself. In embodiments in which the pulse oximetry system
10 and the blood pressure monitor 15 are incorporated into
a single apparatus, the pulse signal is preferably conditioned
and digitized before it is passed to the blood pressure
monitoring components of the combined system.

Based on the conditioned and digitized pulse signal and
the calibration blood pressure value, the blood pressure
monitor calculates blood pressure monitoring constants
(step 610) used to process pulse signal data into blood
pressure values. Processes and algorithms for calculating
these constants are described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,599,251, as
well as in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/242,238,
entitled “Systems and Methods For Non-Invasive Blood
Pressure Monitoring,” and filed on Sep. 30, 2008, each of
which is incorporated above.

In addition, the blood pressure monitor calculates the
Fourier transform of the conditioned, digitized pulse signal
(step 612), e.g., using the discrete Fourier transform (DFT).
In alternative embodiments, a Fourier transform of the
original analog signal is calculated, instead. As known in the
art, the Fourier transform of a signal yields both an ampli-
tude component and phase component for the signal in the
frequency domain. Based on the Fourier transform of the
signal, the blood pressure monitor 15 obtains at least one
Fourier phase component value (step 614) for the signal,
preferably at a relatively low frequency. Suitable frequen-
cies preferably include frequencies less than 10 Hz and more
preferably less than about 5 Hz. The blood pressure monitor
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15 stores the obtained phase component as a baseline phase
component (step 616). It is this phase component that is used
in detecting changes in arterial compliance (step 506).

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a method 700 of maintaining
calibration of blood pressure monitor 15 operating according
to the method of FIG. 5 in accordance with an embodiment.
As mentioned above, one factor affecting blood pressure that
may result in inaccuracies in pulse signal-based blood
pressure measurements is arterial compliance. As described
above, changes in arterial compliance can be detected by
monitoring phase components of a pulse signal. The method
700 utilizes this principle to maintain the calibration of the
blood pressure monitor 15.

The method 700 begins with the blood pressure monitor
15 calibrating itself (step 701), for example, as set forth
above in relation to FIG. 6. After calibration, the blood
pressure monitor 15 receives a pulse signal from a sensor
monitoring the patient (step 702). The received pulse signal
is conditioned (step 706) and digitized using an analog to
digital converter (step 708). In one embodiment, in which
the blood pressure monitor 15 is a separate device distinct
from the pulse oximetry system 10, the conditioning and
digitization of the signal is carried out by the pulse oximetry
system 10. In another such embodiment, the blood pressure
monitor 15 receives a raw pulse signal and carries out the
conditioning and digitization of the pulse signal itself. In
embodiments in which the pulse oximetry system 10 and the
blood pressure monitor 15 are incorporated into a single
apparatus, the pulse signal is preferably conditioned and
digitized before it is passed to the blood pressure monitoring
components of the combined system.

The blood pressure monitor 15 then calculates the Fourier
transform of the digitized pulse signal, e.g., using the DFT
(step 708). Alternatively, in other embodiments, the blood
pressure monitor 15 calculates a continuous Fourier trans-
form of the conditioned pulse signal. The blood pressure
monitor 15, based on the Fourier transform, calculates at
least one phase component of the pulse signal (step 710).
Preferably, the phase component is calculated for a fre-
quency in the range of preferably less than about 10 Hz, and
more preferably less than about 5 Hz. The blood pressure
monitor 15 compares the obtained phase component with a
threshold change in phase (step 712). In certain embodi-
ments, the threshold is determined based in part on the
stored phase component obtained during calibration (step
701). For example, in an embodiment, the threshold is a
predetermined percentage of the calibration phase. In
another embodiment, the threshold is based on a history of
phase data collected from the patient. For example, in one
embodiment, the threshold is set to about a standard devia-
tion of the phase since the prior calibration. In alternative
embodiments, the threshold is a predetermined phase
change, for example a fixed number of degrees or radians.
The phase change used in the threshold comparison, in one
embodiment, is calculated as follows:

Phase Change=IStored Phase Component|-|Current
Phase Component|.

At decision block 714, if the phase change is greater than
the threshold, the blood pressure monitor 15 triggers a
recalibration (step 716). If the phase change is less than the
threshold, the blood pressure monitor stores the obtained
phase data (step 718) and continues to monitor patient blood
pressure (step 702). In alternative embodiments, upon cali-
bration, one or more threshold phase values, as opposed to
a phase change threshold, is computed and stored. In such
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embodiments, current phase values are compared directly to
the stored threshold phase values.

In one embodiment, the method 700 is carried out by the
blood pressure monitor 15 periodically. For example, the
blood pressure monitor 15 carries out method 700 every 1
minute, every 2 minutes, every 5 minutes, or any other
suitable period of time less than 1 minute or greater than 5
minutes. In one embodiment, the blood pressure monitor 15
carries out the method 700 substantially continuously.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for monitoring blood pressure comprising:

storing a baseline signal phase component associated with

a photoplethysmograph (PPG) signal obtained at a first
point in time from a sensor comprising an emitter and
detector;

monitoring, using a processor, a current phase component

of the PPG signal over a period of time subsequent to
the first point in time;

calculating, using the processor, a difference between the

current phase component with the stored baseline phase
component; and

triggering, using the processor, a cuff-based blood pres-

sure monitoring device to inflate an occluding cuff to
obtain a blood pressure measurement at a second point
in time in response to the calculated difference exceed-
ing a threshold value.

2. The method of claim 1, comprising receiving the blood
pressure measurement obtained at about the second point in
time wherein the blood pressure measurement is determined
independent of the PPG signal data.

3. The method of claim 2, comprising calibrating a
continuous non-invasive blood pressure monitor based on
the blood pressure measurement and the PPG signal
obtained at the second point in time.

4. The method of claim 3, comprising calculating a
monitored blood pressure value using a PPG signal at a time
subsequent to the second point in time in response to the
calculated difference falling below the threshold value.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising recalibrating
the continuous non-invasive blood pressure monitor,
wherein the recalibrating comprises:

obtaining, using the cuff-based blood pressure monitoring

device, a second blood pressure measurement indepen-
dent of PPG signal data at a third point in time, which
is subsequent to the second point in time;

calculating, using the processor, blood pressure calibra-

tion values based on a PPG signal obtained at about the
third point in time and the second blood pressure
measurement; and

storing an updated baseline PPG signal phase component.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein calculating the differ-
ence between the current phase component with the stored
baseline phase component comprises calculating the differ-
ence between the phase components at a signal frequency of
less than about 5 Hz.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein calculating the differ-
ence between the current phase component with the stored
baseline phase component comprises calculating the Fourier
phase component of the PPG signal.

8. A blood pressure monitor comprising:

a sensor for detecting a PPG signal from a patient,

wherein the sensor comprises an emitter and detector;

a memory for storing baseline signal phase components;

and

a processor configured to perform operations comprising:

storing a baseline signal phase component derived from
a PPG signal obtained at a first point in time;
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monitoring a current phase component of the PPG
signal over a period of time subsequent to the first
point in time;

calculating a difference between the current phase
component and the stored baseline phase compo-
nent; and

triggering a cuff-based blood pressure monitoring
device to inflate an occluding cuff to obtain a blood
pressure measurement at a second point in time in
response to the calculated difference exceeding a
threshold value.

9. The blood pressure monitor of claim 8, further com-
prising a pulse oximetry monitor coupled to the sensor.

10. The blood pressure monitor of claim 8, further com-
prising an input for receiving the blood pressure measure-
ment at about the second point in time from the cuff-based
blood pressure monitoring device.

11. The blood pressure monitor of claim 8, wherein the
processor is further configured to perform operations com-
prising calibrating a continuous non-invasive blood pressure
monitor based on the blood pressure measurement and the
PPG signal obtained at the second point in time.

12. The blood pressure monitor of claim 8, wherein the
processor is further configured to perform operations com-
prising:

obtaining a second blood pressure measurement at a third

point in time, which is subsequent to the second point
in time;

calculating blood pressure calibration values based on a

PPG signal obtained at about the third point in time and
the second blood pressure measurement; and

storing an updated baseline signal phase component.

13. The blood pressure monitor of claim 8, wherein
calculating the difference between the current phase com-
ponent with the stored baseline phase component comprises
calculating the difference between the phase components at
a signal frequency of less than about 5 Hz.

14. The blood pressure monitor of claim 8, wherein
calculating the difference between the current phase com-
ponent with the stored baseline phase component comprises
calculating the Fourier phase component of the PPG signal.
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15. A computer readable medium storing computer read-
able instructions, which, when executed by a processor,
cause the processor to a carry out a method comprising:

storing a baseline signal phase component associated with

a photoplethysmograph (PPG) signal obtained at a first
point in time from a sensor comprising an emitter and
detector;

monitoring a current phase component of the PPG signal

over a period of time subsequent to the first point in
time;
calculating a difference between the current phase com-
ponent with the stored baseline phase component; and

triggering a cuff-based blood pressure monitoring device
to inflate an occluding cuff to obtain a blood pressure
measurement in response to the calculated difference
exceeding a threshold value.

16. The computer readable medium of claim 15, wherein
calculating the difference between the current phase com-
ponent with the stored baseline phase component comprises
calculating the difference between the phase components at
a signal frequency of less than about 10 Hz.

17. The computer readable medium of claim 15, wherein
calculating the difference between the current phase com-
ponent with the stored baseline phase component comprises
calculating the Fourier phase component of the PPG signal.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein calculating the
difference between the current phase component with the
stored baseline phase component comprises calculating the
difference between the phase components at a signal fre-
quency of less than about 10 Hz.

19. The blood pressure monitor of claim 8, wherein
calculating the difference between the current phase com-
ponent with the stored baseline phase component comprises
calculating the difference between the phase components at
a signal frequency of less than about 10 Hz.

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the baseline signal
phase component and the current phase component are at a
signal frequency of the PPG signal.

21. The blood pressure monitor of claim 8, wherein the
baseline signal phase component and the current phase
component are at a signal frequency of the PPG signal.
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