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1
IMPLANTABLE MEDICAL SYSTEM
INCLUDING MULTIPLE SENSING
MODULES

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to medical devices and, more
particularly, to medical devices that monitor one or more
physiological parameters of a patient.

BACKGROUND

Some medical devices may monitor one or more physi-
ological parameters of a patient on a temporary basis or on
a chronic basis. Example sensors include pressure sensors
that sense blood pressure or other pressure within the
patient, accelerometers that sense muscle movement or
patient posture, pulse oximeters or other reflectometers that
sense a blood oxygen saturation level of the patient, acoustic
sensors that sense cardiac activity, and the like. Some
implantable sensors may be optical sensors that include a
light source that emits light and a detector that senses the
light. The intensity, velocity, phase or wavelength of the
emitted light may be modulated in response to changes in a
physiological parameter of the patient. The medical device
may receive the modulated optical signal and determine a
physiological parameter value of the patient based on one or
more characteristics of the received optical signal.

For example, a pressure sensor may include a deflectable
member that deflects in response to changes in pressure. As
the deflectable member deflects in response to changes in
pressure, the position or optical properties of the deflectable
member may change, which may modulate light that is
emitted by a light source of a medical system and traverses
through the deflectable member or reflects off of the deflect-
able member. In this way, one or more characteristics of an
optical signal that is generated when the emitted light
traverses through the deflectable member may indicate a
pressure characteristic of the patient.

SUMMARY

In general, the disclosure is directed toward a medical
system that includes at least two optical sensing modules
that each generate an optical signal that changes as a
function of a common physiological parameter or different
physiological parameters of a patient. The optical sensing
modules may be coupled to a common light source via an
optically transmissive member, which may be, for example,
an optical fiber. In some examples, the sensing modules are
distributed along a length of the optically transmissive
member. The optical signals from a plurality of optical
sensing modules may be multiplexed into an optical signal
that transmits through the optically transmissive member.
For example, the optical signals may be wavelength division
multiplexed, whereby the optical signals generated by at
least two of the sensing modules may have different wave-
lengths.

In some examples, at least a first optical sensing module
that is closest to the light source along the length of the
optically transmissive member may include a light dividing
member to divide the light emitted by the light source. A first
portion of the light may be directed toward the first optical
sensing module and a second portion of the light may be
directed toward a second optical sensing module that is
placed downstream of the first sensing module in a direction
substantially along the direction of light flow through the
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optically transmissive member and away from the light
source. In other examples, the second sensing module may
also include a light dividing member to further divide the
second portion of the light, e.g., if one or more additional
optical sensing modules are located along the optically
transmissive member downstream of the second sensing
module. The light dividing member may include, for
example, a waveguide comprising a reflective surface or an
optical beam splitter.

In some examples, the optical sensing modules may each
include at least one reflective surface that directs at least a
portion of the light emitted by the light source towards a
sensing element of the sensing module or tissue of the
patient. The sensing element or tissue may modulate the
emitted light in response to changes in a physiological
parameter of the patient, such as pressure, blood oxygen
saturation level, patient movement, temperature, and the
like. For example, changes in the amplitude, phase, fre-
quency or velocity of the emitted light may be modulated in
proportion to changes in the physiological parameter of the
patient. The modulated light may propagate through the
optically transmissive member to a receiver of the medical
system that determines an absolute or relative physiological
parameter value of the patient based on the modulated light.
In this way, the modulated light may be an optical signal that
indicates one or more physiological parameters of a patient.

In one aspect, the disclosure is directed to an implantable
medical system comprising a light source that emits light, an
implantable optically transmissive member optically
coupled to the light source, a light dividing member that
divides the light from the light source into at least a first
portion and a second portion, a first sensing module optically
coupled to the optically transmissive member, where the first
sensing module receives the first portion of light and gen-
erates a first optical signal, and a second sensing module
optically coupled to the optically transmissive member,
where the second sensing module generates a second optical
signal. The optically transmissive member guides the second
portion of the light toward the second sensing module

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed to an implant-
able medical system comprising a light source that emits
light, a receiver, an optically transmissive member optically
coupled to the light source and comprising a first segment
and a second segment, a first sensing module optically
coupled to the first and second segments of the optically
transmissive member, wherein the light emitted by the light
source propagates through the first segment to the first
sensing module, and wherein the first sensing module gen-
erates a first optical signal based on the light emitted by the
light source, and a second sensing module optically coupled
to the second segment of the optically transmissive member,
wherein light emitted by the light source propagates through
the first and second segments to the second sensing module,
and wherein the second sensing module generates a second
optical signal based on the light emitted by the light source.
The receiver receives the first and second optical signals via
the optically transmissive member.

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed to an implant-
able medical system comprising means for emitting light
from a light source within a medical device housing,
wherein the light propagates through an optically transmis-
sive member to first and second sensing modules optically
coupled to the optically transmissive member, means for
dividing the light into at least a first portion and a second
portion, where the first sensing module receives the first
portion of the light and the optically transmissive member
guides the second portion of the light toward the second
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sensing module, means for receiving a first optical signal
from the first sensing module, means for receiving a second
optical signal from the second sensing module, and means
for determining a physiological parameter value of a patient
based on at least one of the first or second optical signals.

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed to an implant-
able medical system comprising means for controlling a
light source within a medical device housing to emit light,
wherein the light propagates through an optically transmis-
sive member to first and second sensing modules optically
coupled to the optically transmissive member, and the first
sensing module comprising a light dividing member that
divides the light into at least a first portion and a second
portion, wherein the first sensing module receives the first
portion of the light and the optically transmissive member
guides the second portion of the light toward the second
sensing module. The system further comprises means for
receiving a first optical signal generated by the first sensing
module based on the first portion of the light, means for
receiving a second optical signal generated by the second
sensing module based on the second portion of the light, and
means for determining a physiological parameter value of a
patient based on at least one of the first or second optical
signals.

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed to a method
comprising emitting light from a light source within a
medical device housing, wherein the light propagates
through an optically transmissive member to first and second
sensing modules optically coupled to the optically transmis-
sive member, dividing the light into at least a first portion
and a second portion, where the first sensing module
receives the first portion of the light and the optically
transmissive member guides the second portion of the light
toward the second sensing module, receiving a first optical
signal from the first sensing module, receiving a second
optical signal from the second sensing module, and deter-
mining a physiological parameter value of a patient based on
at least one of the first or second optical signals.

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed to a method
comprising controlling a light source within a medical
device housing to emit light, wherein the light propagates
through an optically transmissive member to first and second
sensing modules optically coupled to the optically transmis-
sive member, and the first sensing module comprising a light
dividing member that divides the light into at least a first
portion and a second portion, wherein the first sensing
module receives the first portion of the light and the optically
transmissive member guides the second portion of the light
toward the second sensing module. The method further
comprises receiving a first optical signal generated by the
first sensing module based on the first portion of the light,
receiving a second optical signal generated by the second
sensing module based on the second portion of the light, and
determining a physiological parameter value of a patient
based on at least one of the first or second optical signals.

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed to a system
comprising means for emitting light, an implantable means
for transmitting light that is optically coupled to the means
for emitting light, means for dividing the light from the light
source into at least a first portion and a second portion, first
means for sensing that is optically coupled to the means for
transmitting light, wherein the first means for sensing
receives the first portion of light and generates a first optical
signal, and a second means for sensing that is optically
coupled to the means for transmitting light, where the
second means for sensing generates a second optical signal,
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and wherein the means for transmitting light guides the
second portion of the light toward the second means for
sensing.

In another aspect, the disclosure is directed to a computer-
readable medium comprising instructions. For example, the
computer-readable medium may store instructions. The
instructions cause a programmable processor to perform any
one or more of the techniques described herein.

The details of one or more examples of the disclosure are
set forth in the accompanying drawings and the description
below. Other features, objects, and advantages will be appar-
ent from the description and drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a conceptual diagram illustrating an example
system that includes an implantable medical device (IMD)
including a plurality of optical sensing modules.

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of an example IMD
that includes a plurality of optical sensing modules coupled
to a common light source via an optically transmissive
member.

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram of an example
medical device programmer.

FIG. 4A is a perspective view of an example medical
system including optical sensing modules that are coupled to
a common optically transmissive member.

FIG. 4B is a cross-sectional view of the medical system
of FIG. 4A taken along line 4B-4B in FIG. 4A.

FIG. 5A is a perspective view of an example optical
sensing module.

FIG. 5B is a cross-sectional view of the optical sensing
module of FIG. 5A taken along line 5B-5B in FIG. 5A.

FIGS. 6A and 6B are conceptual illustrations of light
propagating through two optical sensing modules positioned
along a common optically transmissive member.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating an example technique
that may be implemented in order to extract optical signals
generated by a plurality of sensing modules from a multi-
plexed optical signal.

FIGS. 8A and 8B are conceptual cross-sectional illustra-
tions of an optically transmissive member and example
sensing modules, where one of the sensing modules includes
a beam splitter.

FIGS. 9A and 9B are conceptual cross-sectional illustra-
tions of an optically transmissive member and example
sensing modules, where the optically transmissive member
comprises optical fibers including light deflection members.

FIGS. 10A and 10B are conceptual cross-sectional illus-
trations of an optically transmissive member and example
sensing modules that each modify a frequency of light
traversing through the respective sensing module.

FIGS. 11A and 11B are conceptual cross-sectional illus-
trations of an optically transmissive member and example
sensing modules that sense a blood oxygen saturation level
of a patient.

FIGS. 12-13B are conceptual cross-sectional illustrations
of example configurations of the optically transmissive
member and example sensing modules shown in FIGS. 11A
and 11B.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram illustrating an example
system 10 that may be used to monitor one or more
physiological parameters of patient 12, such as cardiac
activity, temperature or an oxygen saturation level of blood
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of patient 12. Patient 12 ordinarily, but not necessarily, will
be a human. Monitoring system 10 includes implantable
medical device (IMD) 14 and external device 16. IMD 14
may be, for example, an implantable monitor that does not
provide therapy (e.g., stimulation therapy) to patient 12. In
other examples, IMD 14 may be configured to deliver
stimulation to the heart of patient 12 or to deliver another
type of therapy to patient 12 (e.g., delivery of a therapeutic
agent). In such examples, IMD 14 may include one or more
stimulation electrodes that may be positioned on housing 24
of IMD 14 and/or extend from leads that are coupled to
housing 24. Neither IMD 14, external device 16 nor any of
the figures are drawn to any particular scale.

In the example shown in FIG. 1, IMD 14 is implanted
within a subcutaneous tissue layer of patient 12. In other
examples, IMD 14 may be implanted within other tissue
sites, such as a submuscular location. IMD 14 may be a
temporary diagnostic tool employed to monitor one or more
physiological parameters of patient 12 for a relatively short
period of time (e.g., days or weeks), or may be used on a
more permanent basis, such as to control therapy delivery to
patient 12 or to monitor one or more physiological param-
eters of patient 12 on a chronic basis. In some examples of
the latter use of IMD 14, a separate therapy delivery device,
such as a fluid delivery device, pacemaker, cardioverter or
defibrillator, may be implanted within patient 12. The
therapy delivery device may communicate with IMD 14 via
a wired connection or via wireless communication tech-
niques. In other examples, as previously described, IMD 14
may be incorporated in a common housing with a therapy
delivery device.

IMD 14 includes optically transmissive member 18,
which is optically coupled to first optical sensing module 20
and second optical sensing module 22. As described in
further detail below, optically transmissive member 18 opti-
cally couples sensing modules 20, 22 to a common light
source and a common light receiver (e.g., a photodetector,
such as a photodiode) that are disposed within housing 24 of
IMD 14. Thus, optically transmissive member 18 may be
useful for providing a common egress point for providing
sensing modules 20, 22 with light and a common ingress
point for receiving optical signals from sensing modules 20,
22. Optically transmissive member 18 may comprise any
suitable optically conductive and transmissive material. In
some examples, optically transmissive member 18 may
comprise one or more optical fibers or one or more optical
waveguides. Optically transmissive member 18, along with
sensing modules 20, 22 and a receiver and optical emitter
within housing 24 of IMD 14 may define an optical sensor
that senses a physiological parameter of patient 12. Inter-
faces between optically transmissive member 18 and sensing
modules 20, 22 may be hermetically sealed, e.g., with an
€poxy.

Sensing modules 20, 22 may each generate an optical
signal that changes as a function of a physiological param-
eter value of patient 12. Sensing modules 20, 22 are typically
passive sensing modules that do not include electrical com-
ponents. However, as described in further detail below, in
some examples, sensing modules 20, 22 may include
mechanical components, such as a sensing element. Sensing
modules 20, 22 either reflect light emitted by an optical
emitter within housing 24 of IMD 14 back to optically
transmissive member 18 or collect emitted light that is
reflected by another medium, such as tissue of patient 12.
Thus, together with an optical emitter and optical detector
(or more than one optical emitter or detector) within housing
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24 of IMD 14, sensing modules 20, 22 may define optical
sensors for sensing a physiological parameter of a patient.

In some examples, at least one of the sensing modules 20,
22 may comprise a sensing element that changes position or
optical properties in response to a physiological parameter
of patient 12. As an example, at least one of the sensing
modules 20, 22 may comprise a deflectable member that is
sensitive to pressure and deflects in response to pressure
(e.g., fluid pressure), acoustic vibrations (e.g., resulting in
acoustic pressure), temperature, or acceleration. In the case
of an accelerometer, the deflectable membrane may com-
prise a proof mass flexural mount.

The light emitted by a light source of IMD 14 may interact
with the sensing element, e.g., by transmitting through the
sensing element or reflecting off of the sensing element. The
sensing element may modulate a property of light that
interacts with the sensing element. As the sensing element
changes position or optical properties in response to changes
in a physiological parameter of patient 12, a property of the
light, such as the amplitude, phase, frequency or velocity,
may change in proportion to the amount of position change
or in response to the change in optical properties. Thus, the
light may be modulated as a function of changes in a
physiological parameter of patient 12. In this way, the
optical signal that is generated by the respective sensing
module 20, 22 and transmitted back to an optical detector
within housing 24 of IMD 14 may be modulated in a manner
indicative of relevant physiological parameter, e.g., pres-
sure, vibrations, temperature, acceleration, and the like.
Accordingly, in some cases, at least one of the sensing
modules 20, 22 may comprise, for example, an optom-
echanical sensing module that generates an optical signal
with the aid of mechanical elements.

A sensing module 20, 22 that is configured to modulate a
property of emitted light in response to changes in pressure
may facilitate monitoring of, for example, blood flow
through tissue of patient 12. In addition, sensing acceleration
(e.g., patient motion or movement of a specific muscle),
temperature or an acoustic wave or signal may be indicative
of cardiac activity of patient 12. In other examples, sensing
modules 20, 22 may generate an optical signal indicative of
a blood oxygen saturation level, cardiac activity (e.g., arte-
rial pulses) or tissue perfusion of patient 12. In other
examples of system 10, optically transmissive member 18
may be optically coupled to more than two sensing modules,
such as three or more sensing modules. At least some of the
sensing modules optically coupled to optically transmissive
member 18 may be configured to sense different physiologi-
cal parameters of patient 12 or the same physiological
parameters of patient 12.

In the example shown in FIG. 1, optically transmissive
member 18 is coupled to housing 24 of IMD 14. Housing 24
may comprise a biocompatible material that encloses vari-
ous sensing and control circuitry for sensing, storing and/or
transmitting one or more physiological parameters of patient
12 to another device, and, in some cases, a therapy delivery
module for delivering therapy to patient 12 (e.g., electrical
stimulation or a therapeutic agent). In addition, housing 24
may be hermetically sealed. Optical sensors 20, 22 may be
discrete point sensors that may be interrogated substantially
simultaneously to determine one or more physiological
parameter values of patient 12. The physiological parameter
value may be an absolute value or a relative value (e.g., that
indicates a change in the physiological parameter).

In some examples, a processor within housing 24 may
receive the optical signals generated by each of the sensing
modules 20, 22 as a multiplexed optical signal and extract



US 10,080,499 B2

7

the optical signals from sensing modules 20, 22 based on
known signal characteristics of the signal generated by
sensing modules 20, 22. Examples of signal characteristics
that may be used to extract signals generated by sensing
modules 20, 22 from a single received through a common
optically transmissive member 18 include, for example, the
wavelength or phase of the optical signals, the time offset
(e.g., due to an increased path length between sensing
modules 20, 22) between the optical signals generated by
sensors 20, 22, or the frequency domain components of the
optical signals (e.g., using optical frequency domain reflec-
tometry).

As described in further detail below, in some examples,
wavelength division multiplexing may be implemented in
order to multiplex multiple optical signals on a single
optically transmissive member 18. Sensing modules 20, 22
may comprise optical components that receive light from a
light source (or optical emitter) of IMD 14 or receive emitted
light that is released into tissue and reflected back to the
sensing module, and filter out a particular wavelength of
light from the received light. In some examples, sensing
modules 20, 22 may generate optical signals having different
wavelengths.

Optically transmissive member 18 is optically coupled to
at least one light source within housing 24. Optically trans-
missive member 18 may guide the light from the light source
to sensing modules 20, 22 via a common egress point, which
may help maximize the reliability of system 10, as well as
minimize the size of system 10. It may be desirable to
minimize the size of the components of system 10 in order
to minimize the invasiveness of system 10. Optically trans-
missive member 18 couples a plurality of sensing modules
20, 22 to a processor or other components of IMD 14
enclosed within housing 24. Thus, system 10 including a
common optically transmissive member coupling sensing
modules 20, 22 to IMD 14 may be less invasive than a
system in which a plurality of sensing modules are coupled
to respective optically transmissive members that extend
from housing 24.

Sensing modules 20, 22 that are distributed along a length
of optically transmissive member 18 may facilitate moni-
toring one or more physiological parameters of patient 12 at
more than one tissue site of patient 12. In particular, spatially
distributed sensing modules 20, 22 enable system 10 to
acquire physiological parameter data of patient 12 at more
than one location with a common optically transmissive
member 18, which minimizes the invasiveness of system 10.
In some examples in which sensing modules 20, 22 monitor
different physiological parameters of patient 12, the spatially
distributed sensing modules 20, 22 may help position the
sensing modules 20, 22 proximate respective target tissue
sites. For example, if sensing module 20 monitors a blood
oxygen saturation level of patient 12 and sensing module 20
monitors muscle movement of patient 12, system 10 may
facilitate placement of sensing module 20 proximate a blood
mass of patient (e.g., a blood vessel) and placement of
sensing module 22 proximate to or within a muscle or other
tissue of patient 12.

In some examples in which sensing modules 20, 22
monitor the same physiological parameter of patient, IMD
14 may determine an average physiological parameter value
based on the optical signals from both of the sensing
modules 20, 22. In other examples in which sensing modules
20, 22 monitor the same physiological parameter of patient
12, IMD 14 may compare the physiological parameter value
of patient 12 at the tissue site proximate sensing module 20
and the tissue site proximate sensing module 22. In some
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examples, a processor within IMD 14 may determine which
sensing module 20, 22 is more sensitive to changes in the
physiological parameter of patient 12 and determine the
physiological parameter value of patient 12 based on the
optical signal from the sensing module 20, 22 determined to
be more sensitive to changes in the physiological parameter.

In some examples of determining which sensing module
20, 22 is more sensitive to changes in the physiological
parameter of patient 12, a clinician, a processor within IMD
14 or another device may cause a patient condition that
results in a change in the physiological parameter value, and
determine which sensing module 20, 22, if any, generated an
optical signal that best indicated the physiological parameter
value change. For example, if sensing modules 20, 22
generate optical signals that indicate a blood oxygen satu-
ration level of patient 12, a clinician may induce a ventricu-
lar fibrillation in a heart of patient 12 and determine which
sensing module 20, 22 indicated the greatest decrease in
blood oxygen saturation level, which may result from the
ventricular fibrillation. The clinician or processor of IMD 14
may then select the sensing module 20, 22 that sensed the
greatest decrease in blood oxygen saturation level as the
sensing module with which system 10 monitors the patient
blood oxygen saturation level on a chronic basis.

In some examples, optically transmissive member 18 has
a diameter of less than or equal to about 2 French (e.g,,
approximately 0.667 millimeters (mm)). However, other
sizes are contemplated, and may depend on the implant site
for patient 12, as well as the number of optical sensing
modules that are coupled to member 18. As described in
further detail below, optically transmissive member 18 may
comprise optically transmissive segments 26, 28 that may be
directly or indirectly optically coupled together in series.
Light emitted by a light source within housing 24 of IMD 14
may propagate through segment 26 of optically transmissive
member 18 prior to propagating through segment 28 of
optically transmissive member 18.

As described in further detail below, system 10 may
include one or more light dividing members that divide the
light emitted by the light source of IMD 14, such that each
optical sensing module 20, 22 receives a portion of the light.
The light dividing members may permit a percentage of light
emitted by the light source and propagating through light
transmissive member 18 to be directed to each of the optical
sensing modules 20, 22, where the percentage is less than
about 100 percent (%). For example, in some examples,
optical sensing modules 20, 22 may each receive about one
half of the light emitted by the light source of IMD 14 and
guided to the sensing modules 20, 22 via light transmissive
member 18. In other examples, sensing module 20 may
receive more light than sensing module 22 or sensing
module 22 may receive more light than sensing module 20.

In some examples in which system 10 comprises three
optical sensing modules distributed along optically trans-
missive member 18, each sensing module may receive
approximately one-third of the light that is emitted by light
source of IMD 14. As another example, in some examples in
which system 10 comprises three optical sensing modules
distributed along optically transmissive member 18, a first
optical sensing module (positioned closest to the light
source) may receive approximately 50% of the light, while
a second optical sensing module positioned downstream of
the first sensing module (relative to a direction of light flow
away from the light source) may receive approximately 25%
of the light, and the third optical sensing module positioned
downstream of the second sensing module may receive
approximately 25% of the light. However, other light dis-
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tribution percentages are contemplated and may depend on
the number of optical sensing modules that are optically
coupled to optically transmissive member 18.

As previously indicated, sensing modules 20, 22 may
each generate an optical signal that indicates a physiological
parameter value of patient 12, which may be an absolute
measurement or a relative change in the physiological
parameter value. The optical signal may be generated, for
example, when the light emitted by the light source of IMD
14 and directed to a reflective surface of the respective
sensing module 20, 22 is reflected back to housing 24 of
IMD 14. The reflected light may propagate through optically
transmissive member 18 to a receiver within housing 24.
The light may be modulated by an optical sensing element
(e.g., a deflectable membrane that deflects in response to
pressure, temperature, acoustic vibrations or acceleration),
as described below with respect to FIGS. 5A-6B.

In other examples, the optical signal generated by at least
one of the optical sensing modules 20, 22 may be modulated
by tissue of patient 12. For example, as described below with
respect to FIGS. 10A and 10B, light emitted by the light
source of IMD 14 may be divided into a first portion that is
directed at patient tissue by optical sensing module 20 and
a second portion that is directed at patient tissue by optical
sensing module 22. The light may then be reflected by blood
of patient 12 in the tissue proximate the sensing modules 20
and/or 22. Optical sensing modules 20 and/or 22 may
receive the reflected light, and the intensity of reflected light
may indicate a blood oxygen saturation level of patient 12.

In some examples, IMD 14 may also include electrodes
that sense electrical activity of patient’s heart. For example,
IMD 14 may generate an electrogram (EGM) or electrocar-
diogram (ECG) based on signals from the electrodes.

As described in further detail below with reference to
FIG. 2, IMD 14 may include a memory that stores electrical
signals generated by sensing modules 20, 22. In addition or
alternatively, IMD 14 may transmit electrical signals or
information derived from the electrical signals (e.g., a heart
rhythm of patient 12) generated by sensing modules 20, 22
to another implanted or external device, such as external
device 16. In some examples, a clinician may retrieve stored
information from IMD 14 after explanting IMD 14 from
patient 12. In other examples, the clinician (or other user)
may interrogate IMD 14 with external device 16 while IMD
14 remains implanted within patient 12 in order to retrieve
stored information from IMD 14.

IMD 14 may be useful for monitoring physiological
parameters, such as the heart rate and blood oxygen satu-
ration level, of patient 12. The monitored physiological
parameter values may provide useful information for diag-
nosing a patient condition or formulating a treatment plan
for patient 12. For example, if patient 12 experiences
syncope, e.g., periodic fainting, IMD 14 may be used to
determine the physiological parameters that are associated
with the syncope. A clinician may review the associated
physiological parameters to determine a potential cause of
the syncopic events. For example, a clinician may determine
whether any patient events occurred based on the recorded
signals from optical sensors 18, 20.

External device 16 may be a handheld computing device
or a computer workstation. External device 16 may include
a user interface that receives input from a user, such as a
clinician. The user interface may include, for example, a
keypad and a display, which may for example, be a cathode
ray tube (CRT) display, a liquid crystal display (LCD) or
LED display. The keypad may take the form of an alpha-
numeric keypad or a reduced set of keys associated with
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particular functions. External device 16 can additionally or
alternatively include a peripheral pointing device, such as a
mouse, via which a user may interact with the user interface.
In some examples, a display of external device 16 may
include a touch screen display, and a user may interact with
external device 16 via the display.

A user, such as a physician, technician, or other clinician,
may interact with external device 16 to communicate with
IMD 14. For example, the user may interact with external
device 16 to retrieve physiological or diagnostic information
from IMD 14. A user may also interact with external device
16 to program IMD 14, e.g., select values for operational
parameters of monitor 14.

For example, the user may use external device 16 to
retrieve information from IMD 14 regarding the rhythm of
the heart of patient 12 (e.g., determined based on the signals
from one or more of sensing modules 20, 22), trends of the
heart rhythm over time or arthythmia episodes. As another
example, the user may use external device 16 to retrieve
information from IMD 14 regarding other sensed physi-
ological parameters of patient 12, such as blood oxygen
saturation levels of patient 12. As another example, the user
may use external device 16 to retrieve information from
IMD 14 regarding the performance or integrity of IMD 14.

IMD 14 and external device 16 may communicate via
wireless communication using any techniques known in the
art. Examples of communication techniques may include,
for example, low frequency or radiofrequency (RF) telem-
etry, but other techniques are also contemplated. In some
examples, external device 16 may include a programming
head that may be placed proximate to the patient’s body near
the implant site of IMD 14 in order to improve the quality
or security of communication between IMD 14 and external
device 16.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example IMD 14,
optically transmissive member 18, and optical sensing mod-
ules 20, 22. In the example shown in FIG. 2, IMD 14
includes processor 30, memory 32, telemetry module 34,
light source 36, receiver 38, optical coupler 40, and power
source 42. Memory 32 includes computer-readable instruc-
tions that, when executed by processor 30, cause IMD 14
and processor 30 to perform various functions attributed to
IMD 14 and processor 30 herein. Memory 32 may include
any volatile, non-volatile, magnetic, optical, or electrical
media, such as a random access memory (RAM), read-only
memory (ROM), non-volatile RAM (NVRAM), electri-
cally-erasable programmable ROM (EEPROM), flash
memory, or any other digital media.

Processor 30 may include any one or more microproces-
sors, controllers, digital signal processors (DSPs), applica-
tion specific integrated circuits (ASICs), field-program-
mable gate arrays (FPGAs), or equivalent discrete or
integrated logic circuitry, or combinations thereof. In some
examples, processor 30 may include multiple components,
such as any combination of one or more microprocessors,
one or more controllers, one or more DSPs, one or more
ASICs, or one or more FPGAs, as well as other discrete or
integrated logic circuitry. The functions attributed to pro-
cessor 30 herein may be embodied as software, firmware,
hardware or any combination thereof.

Processor 30 controls light source 36 to emit light, which
propagates through light transmission member 18 to sensing
modules 20, 22. In some examples, light source 36 (also
referred to as “optical emitter”) may comprise one or more
light emitting diodes (LEDs), laser diodes, vertical cavity
surface emitting laser devices, and the like. For example, in
examples in which sensing elements 20, 22 generate optical
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signals that indicate a blood oxygen saturation level of
patient 12, light source 36 may comprise a red LED and an
infrared (IR) LED. The red LED may emit light in the red
portion of the visible light spectrum, such, but not limited to,
light having a wavelength in a range of about 550 nanome-
ters (nm) to about 750 nm. The IR LED may emit IR light
in the IR portion of the light spectrum, such as, but not
limited to, light having a wavelength in a range of about 750
nm to about 2.5 micrometers or greater. In some examples
in which light source 36 includes more than one LED or
other light emitter, processor 30 may control each LED to
sequentially emit light, such that only one of the LEDs emits
light at a time, e.g., one after the other in respective time
slots.

Processor 30 also controls receiver 38 to receive optical
signals generated by sensing modules 20, 22. The optical
signals may include, for example, light emitted by light
source 36 that is reflected by reflective surfaces of sensing
modules 20, 22 or by blood in tissue of patient 12. In some
examples, receiver 38 may comprise one or more photode-
tectors, such as photodiodes. In examples in which light
source 36 emits a broad spectrum of light (e.g., light having
a broad range of wavelengths), receiver 38 may include a
photodiode that is sensitive to two or more wavelengths of
light (e.g., light in the red spectrum and the IR spectrum) or
receiver 38 may include multiple photodiodes that are each
sensitive to a respective wavelength of light. Receiver 38
may be configured to convert received light into a current,
voltage or digital count, which may be outputted as an
electrical signal that is received by processor 30. In this way,
processor 30 may receive optical signals generated by
sensing modules 20, 22.

Optical signals received by receiver 38 may include
information about one or more physiological parameters of
patient 12. For example, an intensity (e.g., amplitude) of the
optical signals received by receiver 38 from sensing mod-
ules 20, 22 may be indicative of hemodynamic function of
patient 12, such as the oxygen saturation level of blood or
the relative volume of blood in an artery of patient 12. As
another example, an intensity, wavelength, phase, frequency
or velocity of the optical signals received by receiver 38
from sensing modules 20, 22 may be indicative of pressure,
temperature, acceleration or acoustic vibrations within
patient 12. In examples in which receiver 38 comprises a
photodiode, an electrical signal outputted by the detectors
receiver 38 may be directly or inversely proportional to the
amount of light (e.g., the intensity of light) incident on the
photodiode, which may be the intensity of light guided to
receiver 38 via optically transmissive member 18.

Sensing modules 20, 22 each modulate the light emitted
by light source 36 based on a physiological parameter value
of patient 12. In some examples, one or both of the sensing
modules 20, 22 may be configured to receive light in a
particular wavelength band as an indication of tissue perfu-
sion or blood oxygen saturation levels. In addition, in some
examples, one or both of sensing modules 20, 22 may be
configured to receive light that is modulated by a deflection
member in order to detect physiological parameters or
conditions such as pressure, temperature, acoustic vibrations
or acceleration. For example, as described in further detail
below with respect to FIGS. 6A and 6B, in some examples,
sensing modules 20, 22 may each include a deflectable
member (e.g., a membrane) that changes position or optical
properties in response to pressure that is applied to sensing
modules 20, 22, in response to acoustical vibrations within
patient 12, in response to temperature changes or in response
to acceleration. As light propagates through the deflectable
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member, the amplitude of the light may be modulated,
thereby generating an optical signal that indicates a pressure
or acoustic activity within a particular tissue site of patient
12

In other examples, sensing modules 20, 22 may be
configured to monitor other physiological parameters of
patient. For example, at least one of the sensing modules 20,
22 may be an optical reflectometer (e.g., a pulse oximeter),
whereby the amplitude of light is modulated in response to
the oxygen saturation level of tissue or a blood mass
proximate to the respective sensing module 20, 22. In other
examples, instead of or in addition to a deflectable member,
sensing modules 20, 22 may comprise a deflectable beam
that resonates in response to an electrical or optical excita-
tion with resonance modulated by pressure, acoustic vibra-
tion or acceleration within patient 12. In such examples, the
deflectable beam may change the frequency modulation of
the optical signals generated by the sensing modules 20, 22
as a function of a physiological parameter of patient 12.

In some examples, sensing modules 20, 22 may each
include an optical light filter that helps the sensing module
20, 22 generate an optical signal having a characteristic that
is unique to the sensing module 20, 22. The signal charac-
teristic may comprise, for example, different wavelengths,
phases, frequencies or a time delay between the signals,
which may be proportional the distance between sensing
modules 20, 22 and housing 24 of IMD 14. While an optical
signal having a particular wavelength is referred to herein,
the optical signal may have more than one wavelength of
light, e.g., a band of light that is narrower than the light
emitted by light source 36. The different signal characteris-
tics may help processor 30 distinguish between the optical
signals generated by the sensing modules 20, 22, despite the
common optically transmissive member 18 that guides the
light from the sensing modules 20, 22 to a receiver within
housing 24 of IMD 14. The light filter may comprise, for
example, an optical material or multilayer dielectric that
permits only a particular narrow band wavelength of light to
transmit back to receiver 38. For example, the light filter
may comprise a diffuse reflective surface or a material
having a particular index of refraction.

In examples in which at least one of the sensing modules
20, 22 comprises a pressure sensor, e.g., as described below
with respect to FIGS. 6A and 6B, the sensing module may
include a reflective surface (e.g., a reflective coating on a
deflectable member) that reflects light having a particular
wavelength toward optically transmissive member 18,
which may then guide the reflected light to receiver 38. The
amplitude of the reflected light may change as the deflect-
able member of the respective sensing modules 20, 22
deflects in response to pressure exerted on the deflectable
member. In examples in which at least one of the sensing
modules 20, 22 comprises a optical reflectometer, receiver
38 may receive light emitted by light source 36 and reflected
back to receiver 38 via blood-perfused tissue of patient 12
(e.g., tissue proximate to a blood mass, such as blood in an
artery or other vasculature of patient). A filter may be
positioned within the respective sensing module 20, 22 to
permit only a light having a particular wavelength to trans-
mit to receiver 38.

Receiver 38 may receive an optical signal comprising
both the first and second optical signals generated by first
and second sensing modules 20, 22, respectively. This
optical signal comprising both the first and second optical
signals may be referred to as an “aggregated” optical signal.
Receiver 38 (or processor 30) may extract the first and
second optical signals generated by sensing modules 20, 22
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from the aggregated signal based on the characteristics by
which the first and second optical signals differ. For
example, receiver 38 may extract the first and second signals
based on the known wavelengths or phase of the optical
signals. Processor 30 may store the optical signals generated
by sensing modules 20, 22, electrical signals generated by
receiver 38, or values derived from the electrical signals
generated by receiver 38 in memory 32.

Under the control of processor 30, optical coupler 40 may
selectively couple light source 36 and receiver 38 to opti-
cally transmissive member 18, depending on whether light
emission or light reception is desired. In some examples,
optical coupler 40 may comprise a lens or an integrating
sphere type assembly. In other examples, an optical fiber,
waveguide or another optically transmissive member may
couple light source and receiver 38 to optically transmissive
member 18. For examples, two optical fibers may be fused
together or otherwise coupled together to define a 2x1
optical coupler. Examples of suitable waveguides comprise
waveguides formed of silicon or glass and comprises an
optically transparent material such as lithium niobate. In
other examples, light source 36 and receiver 38 may be
positioned next to the input aperture of optically transmis-
sive member 18.

Telemetry module 34 includes any suitable hardware,
firmware, software or any combination thereof for commu-
nicating with another device, such as external device 16
(FIG. 1). Under the control of processor 30, telemetry
module 34 may receive downlink telemetry from and send
uplink telemetry to external device with the aid of an
antenna, which may be internal and/or external. Processor
30 may provide the data to be uplinked to external device 16
and the control signals for the telemetry circuit within
telemetry module 34, e.g., via an address/data bus. In some
examples, telemetry module 34 may provide received data
to processor 30 via a multiplexer.

The various components of IMD 14 are coupled to power
source 42, which may include a rechargeable or non-re-
chargeable battery. A non-rechargeable battery may be
selected to last for several years, while a rechargeable
battery may be inductively charged from an external device,
e.g., on a daily or weekly basis.

The block diagram shown in FIG. 2 is merely one
example of an IMD 14. In other examples, IMD 14 may
include a fewer number or a greater number of components.
For example, in cases in which IMD 14 is incorporated with
a medical device that delivers therapy to patient 12, IMD 14
may also include a therapy delivery module, such as an
electrical stimulation generator or a fluid pump. In some
examples, the therapy delivery module may deliver pacing,
defibrillation or cardioversion pulses to a heart of patient 12,
or may generate and deliver neurostimulation signals to a
target tissue site within patient 12 (e.g., proximate to a spine
or nerve, or to a target region of tissue that may or may not
be near a nerve). The pulses or neurostimulation signals may
be delivered to tissue of patient 12 with electrodes carried by
leads that are coupled to housing 24 of IMD 14 or with
electrodes on housing 24.

Although receiver 38 is shown to be separate from
processor 30 in FIG. 2, in other examples, processor 30 may
include the functionality attributed to receiver 38 described
herein. In some examples, some of the components of IMD
14 shown in the example of FI(G.2 may be located in another
device. For example, although light source 36, receiver 38,
and optical coupler 40 are shown in FIG. 2 to be incorpo-
rated within housing 24 (FIG. 1) of IMD 14 that also
encloses other components, such as processor 30 and
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memory 32, in other examples, light source 36, receiver 38,
and optical coupler 40 may be enclosed in a separate
housing, such that light source 36, receiver 38, and optical
coupler 40 may be separately implanted within patient 12.
Light transmissive member 18 and sensing modules 20, 22
may be optically coupled to light source 36 that is enclosed
in the housing separate from housing 24 of IMD 14.

In some examples, optical signals generated by at least
one of the sensing modules 20, 22 and/or information based
on the optical signals (e.g., physiological parameter values)
may be uploaded from IMD 14 to a remote server, from
which a clinician or another user may access the data to
analyze the patient’s condition. An example of a remote
server is a server provided via the Medtronic CareLink®
Network, available from Medtronic, Inc. of Minneapolis,
Minn.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an example external device
16. As shown in FIG. 3, external device 16 includes pro-
cessor 50, memory 52, user interface 54, telemetry module
56, and power source 58. External device 16 may be a
dedicated hardware device with dedicated software for inter-
rogating IMD 14 to obtain information stored in memory 32
(FIG. 2), and, in some examples, for programming IMD 14.
Alternatively, external device 16 may be an off-the-shelf
computing device running an application that enables exter-
nal device 16 to communicate with IMD 14.

A user may use external device 16 to modify operating
parameters of system 10. For example, the user may pro-
gram the frequency at which light source 36 emits light and
the frequency at which receives optical signals generated by
optical sensing modules 20, 22. The clinician may interact
with external device 16 via user interface 54, which may
include display to present graphical user interface to a user,
and a keypad or another mechanism for receiving input from
a user.

Processor 50 may take the form one or more micropro-
cessors, DSPs, ASICs, FPGAs, programmable logic cir-
cuitry, or the like, and the functions attributed to processor
50 herein may be embodied as hardware, firmware, software
or any combination thereof. Memory 52 may store instruc-
tions that cause processor 50 to provide the functionality
ascribed to external device 16 herein, and information used
by processor 50 to provide the functionality ascribed to
external device 16 herein. Memory 52 may include any fixed
or removable magnetic, optical, or electrical media, such as
RAM, ROM, CD-ROM, hard or floppy magnetic disks,
EEPROM, flash memory, or the like. Memory 52 may also
include a removable memory portion that may be used to
provide memory updates or increases in memory capacities.
A removable memory may also allow patient data to be
easily transferred to another computing device, or to be
removed before external device 16 is used to program
therapy for another patient.

External device 16 may communicate wirelessly with
IMD 14, e.g., using RF communication or proximal induc-
tive interaction. This wireless communication is possible
through the use of telemetry module 56, which may be
coupled to an internal antenna or an external antenna. An
external antenna that is coupled to external device 16 may
correspond to the programming head that may be placed
over the implant site of IMD 14. Telemetry module 56 may
be similar to telemetry module 34 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2).

Telemetry module 56 may also be configured to commu-
nicate with another computing device via wireless commu-
nication techniques, or direct communication through a
wired connection. Examples of local wireless communica-
tion techniques that may be employed to facilitate commu-
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nication between external device 16 and another computing
device include RF communication according to the 802.11
or Bluetooth specification sets, infrared communication,
e.g., according to the IrDA standard, or other standard or
proprietary telemetry protocols. In this manner, other exter-
nal devices may be capable of communicating with external
device 16 without needing to establish a secure wireless
connection.

Power source 58 delivers operating power to the compo-
nents of external device 16. Power source 58 may include a
battery and a power generation circuit to produce the oper-
ating power. In some examples, the battery may be recharge-
able to allow extended operation. Recharging may be
accomplished by electrically coupling power source 58 to a
cradle or plug that is connected to an alternating current
(AC) outlet. In addition or alternatively, recharging may be
accomplished through proximal inductive interaction
between an external charger and an inductive charging coil
within external device 16.

In other examples, traditional batteries (e.g., nickel cad-
mium or lithium ion batteries) may be used. In addition,
external device 16 may be directly coupled to an alternating
current outlet to power external device 16. Power source 58
may include circuitry to monitor power remaining within a
battery. In this manner, user interface 54 may provide a
current battery level indicator or low battery level indicator
when the battery needs to be replaced or recharged. In some
cases, power source 58 may be capable of estimating the
remaining time of operation using the current battery.

FIG. 4A is a perspective view of optically transmissive
member 18 and sensing modules 20, 22. FIG. 4B illustrates
a cross-sectional view of optically transmissive member 18
and sensing modules 20, 22 taken along line 4B-4B in FIG.
4A. As previously indicated, optically transmissive member
18 may include a plurality of segments 26, 28, 60. In some
examples, segments 28, 28, 60 may comprise optical fibers,
a bundle of two or more optical fibers, or other types of
waveguides. Segment 26 may extend between housing 24 of
IMD 14 (FIG. 1) and first sensing module 20, segment 28
may extend between first sensing module 20 and second
sensing module 22, and segment 60 may extend between
second sensing module 22 and a distal end, or between
second sensing module 22 and a third optical sensing
module in examples in which system 10 includes at least
three optical sensing modules. Segments 26, 28, 60 are
optically conductive, such that light emitted by light source
36 (FIG. 2) may transmit from housing 24 of IMD 14 to each
sensing module 20, 22 that is positioned along optically
transmissive member 18.

In the example shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, light emitted
by light source 36 may propagate through segment 26 to first
sensing module 20. As described in further detail below, first
sensing module 20 comprises a light dividing member that
divides the light from light source 36 into a first portion that
is directed at first sensing module 20 and a second portion
that is guided to second sensing module 22 via segment 28
of optically transmissive member 18.

In the example shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, optical sensing
modules 20, 22 include deflectable members that deflect in
response to pressure, temperature, acoustic waves or accel-
eration. Thus, in the example shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B,
optical sensing modules 20, 22 may be referred to as
pressure sensors, temperature sensors, acoustic sensors or
acceleration sensors. Optical sensing module 20 includes
optical waveguide 62, reflective surface 64, deflectable
member 66, and transparent member 68. As described in
further detail below, optical waveguide 62 may define a
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structure that transmits light by internal reflection. In some
examples, optical waveguide 62 defines an optical path that
extends between segments 26, 28 of optically transmissive
member 18. Light may traverse through the optical path by
internal reflection. In some examples, waveguide 62 may
comprise silicon. For example, waveguide 62 may be com-
prised of a dielectric material with a relatively high index of
refraction that is surrounded by a material with a lower
permittivity or air.

Waveguide 62 may be formed with the aid of microelec-
tromechnical systems (MEMS) (or micromachines) pro-
cesses by which a workpiece is machined to define wave-
guide 62. Accordingly, in some examples, waveguide 62
may be formed from a single piece of continuous material
(e.g., asilicon wafer) or may be formed from multiple pieces
that are mechanically coupled together, e.g., via welding,
adhesive or another bonding technique. The MEMS machin-
ing technique may etch material to define various optical
pathways and cavities of waveguide 62, which are described
with respect to FIGS. 5A and 5B. In examples in which
optical waveguide 62 is formed by a MEMS process,
waveguide 62 may be referred to as a MEMS optical
waveguide 62.

In one example, a MEMS batch process may be imple-
mented in order to manufacture waveguide 62. For example,
a silicon wafer (e.g., having a thickness of about 500
micrometers) may be wet etched (e.g., with potassium
hydroxide (KOH)) to define an array of pockets. The array
of pockets may be etched to a first depth in order to form a
reflective surface of waveguide 62 (e.g., surface 86B
described below with reference to FIGS. 5A and 5B). Wet
etching a silicon wafer with KOH may result in a surface
86B that is oriented at about 54.7 degrees relative to a major
surface of the silicon wafer. A refractory and reflective
material may be applied to the angled side walls that result
from the wet etching of the silicon wafer. Example refrac-
tory and reflective materials include, for example, gold or
aluminum, although other materials are contemplated.

The silicon wafer may then be deep reactive ion etched to
define a recess (e.g., recess 80 in FIGS. 5A and 5B) into
which segment 26 of optically transmissive member 18 may
be introduced and bonded. Similarly, the silicon wafer may
be deep reactive ion etched to define a recess (e.g., recess 88
in FIGS. 5A and 5B) into which segment 28 of optically
transmissive member 18 may be introduced and bonded. If
multiple waveguides are formed from the same silicon
wafer, a laser dice or other technique may be used to cut the
waveguides from the wafer. The technique described herein
is merely one example. Other techniques for forming wave-
guide 62 are contemplated.

Segment 26 of optically transmissive member 18 is opti-
cally coupled to a first end of waveguide 62 and segment 28
of optically transmissive member 18 is optically coupled to
a second end of waveguide 62, where the first end is
substantially opposite the second end. Segments 26, 28 are
arranged such that light emitted by light source 36 (FIG. 2)
may propagate through segment 26 prior to propagating
through segment 28. In particular, as described in further
detail with reference to FIGS. 5A-6B, light emitted by light
source 36 (FIG. 2) may propagate through segment 26 of
light transmissive member 18 and into waveguide 62. At
least some of the light within waveguide 62 may be directed
toward reflective surface 64 of optical sensing module 20,
while at least some of the light within waveguide 62 may be
directed toward segment 28 of light transmissive member
18. In this way, waveguide 62 may be a light divider that
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splits light from light source 36 into multiple components
that are directed at different sensing modules 20, 22.

Waveguide 62 may include a surface that directs, e.g.. by
reflection or deflection, at least some light received from
segment 26 of light transmissive member 18 toward reflec-
tive surface 64. Reflective surface 64 is configured to reflect
at least some of the light back into waveguide 62 and toward
housing 24 of IMD 14 (i.e., toward segment 26 of light
transmissive member 18). Reflective surface 64 may be
separate from deflectable member 66 or may be incorporated
therewith. For example, reflective surface 64 may comprise
a reflective material applied to an interior or exterior surface
of deflectable member 66. Reflective surface 64 may com-
prise a diffusive reflective material that reflects light having
a particular narrow band of wavelengths (such as a full width
at half maximum (FWHM) dimension on the order of 10
nanometers or less). In this way, reflective surface 64 may
act as a narrowband light filter that helps optical sensing
module 20 generate an optical signal having a predetermined
wavelength of light.

In other examples, reflective surface 64 may comprise a
specular reflective material that reflects broadband light
(e.g., light having a FWHM dimension on the order of 50
nanometers or greater) toward waveguide 62. Reflective
surface 64 may reflect light toward optical waveguide 62.
Thus, in the example shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the light
that is transmitted to receiver 38 does not interact directly
with tissue of patient 12. Rather, the light emitted by light
source 36 is used to detect deflection and properties of the
emitted light are changed proportional to the pressure on
deflectable membrane 66. In other examples, the properties
of the emitted light are changed proportional to the tem-
perature, acoustic vibrations or patient movement to which
deflectable membrane 66 is exposed.

Transparent member 68 may comprise glass or another
material that permits light to transmit through transparent
member 68 from waveguide 62 to deflectable member 66
and reflective surface 64. For example, transparent member
68 may be transparent at wavelengths of interest and refrac-
tory. Transparent member 68 may help hermetically seal
waveguide 62, e.g., from moisture or other contaminants
that waveguide 62 may be exposed to when implanted
within patient 12. Deflectable membrane 66 and transparent
member 68 may be joined together to form a hermetic seal.
The hermetic seal may be formed, e.g., by coupling deflect-
able membrane 66 and transparent member 68 together with
an epoxy, or deflectable membrane 66 and transparent
member 68 may brazed together or welded together (e.g,,
laser welded).

Deflectable member 66 is configured to deflect as pressure
is applied to an external surface of sensing module 20. As
shown in FIGS. 4B, a pressure cavity (e.g., filled with air)
may be located under membrane 66 in order to provide room
for membrane 66 to deflect. Deflectable member 66 may
comprise any suitable material, such as a refractory material
(e.g., glass, silicon or titanium). As deflectable member 66
deflects, the optical properties of deflectable member 66
may change. Accordingly, light that propagates through
deflectable member 66 and reflects off of reflective surface
64 may change characteristics, such as intensity (e.g., ampli-
tude), wavelength, frequency or velocity, based on the
deflection of deflectable member 66. In this way, deflectable
member 66 may modulate the light that traverses through
waveguide 62 based on the amount of pressure that is
exerted on sensor 20. The light that reflects off of reflective
surface 64 may be an optical signal that is transmitted to
receiver 38 (FIG. 2) of IMD 14 via light transmissive
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member 18. Receiver 38 may determine one or more physi-
ological parameter values of patient 12 based on the optical
signal generated by optical sensing module 20.

As one example of how deflectable member 66 may
modulate a property of light that transmits through member
66, when pressure is applied to deflectable membrane 66,
deflectable membrane 66 may strain and deflect inward
toward optical waveguide 62. When reflective membrane 66
is at an initial position, light coupling back into waveguide
62 may be at an initial level. As the membrane 66 deflects,
the coupling efficiency of membrane 66 may change. As a
result, the amplitude of the optical signal that is reflected
back into waveguide 62 may decrease as membrane 66
deflects. Thus, membrane 66 may modulate the amplitude of
an optical signal as a function of the amount of deflection
exhibited by membrane 66. In other examples, sensing
module 20 may include a grating or another means of optical
filtering that shifts the wavelength, or phase/frequency of a
pulsed signal that is directed at deflectable membrane 66.
For example, in some cases, the pressure on deflectable
membrane 66 may cause the diffraction pitch of membrane
66 to change, so that a peak of the wavelength of the light
that is reflected by reflective surface 64 is shifted. As a
result, the phase of light may be shifted as the light transmits
through deflectable member 66. Thus, the phase of the light
that is received by receiver 38 may indicate the particular
pressure level within patient 12 or a change in pressure level.

Optical sensing module 22 includes waveguide 70, reflec-
tive surface 72, deflectable member 74, and transparent
member 76, which are similar to waveguide 62, reflective
surface 64, deflectable member 66, and transparent member
68, respectively, of optical sensing module 20. In some
examples, substantially all of the light that transmits through
optical sensing module 20 and through segment 28 of
optically transmissive member 18 may be directed toward
deflectable member 74 and reflective surface 72 by wave-
guide 70. In other examples, such as examples in which at
least one additional optical sensing module is optically
coupled to segment 60 of optically transmissive member 18,
downstream of sensing module 22 relative to a direction of
light flow away from light source 36 (FIG. 2), waveguide 70
may divide the light received from segment 28 of optically
transmissive member 18. For example, waveguide 70 may
direct a portion of the light traveling through waveguide 70
toward reflective surface 72 and deflectable member 74, and
direct another portion of the light through waveguide 70 and
to segment 60 of light transmissive member 18 without
propagating through deflectable member 74.

Just as with optical sensing module 20, optical sensing
module 22 generates an optical signal as light propagates
through deflectable member 74 and reflects off of reflective
surface 72. The optical signal generated by optical sensing
module 22 may propagate through segments 26, 28 of light
transmissive member 18 and through waveguide 62 to
receiver 38 (FIG. 2) of IMD 14. Processor 30 of IMD 14
(FIG. 2) may determine one or more physiological param-
eter values of patient 12 based on the optical signal gener-
ated by optical sensing module 22.

As previously described, in order to help processor 30 of
IMD 14 distinguish between the optical signals generated by
sensing modules 20, 22, sensing modules 20, 22 may each
generate an optical signal having a particular wavelength.
For example, sensing modules 20, 22 may include optical
components that return only selected bands of light, where
one band corresponds to one sensor 20 and the other
corresponds to the other sensor 22. Light source 36 (FIG. 2)
may emit broadband light, which may be transmitted to
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sensing modules 20, 22 via optically transmissive member
18. Sensing modules 20, 22 may then reflect light having a
wavelength within a narrow band (narrower than the broad-
band light emitted by light source 36) that is specific to the
respective sensing module 20, 22. For example, reflective
surfaces 64, 72 of sensing modules 20, 22, respectively, may
each comprise a diffuse reflective coating or surface that acts
as a narrowband filter by reflecting only a certain wave-
length of light or a certain band of light back into the
respective waveguides 62, 70. In some examples, reflective
surfaces 64, 72 may comprise a diffuse reflective coating
applied to the respective deflectable members 66, 74. In
other examples, reflective surfaces 64, 72 may comprise a
diffuse reflective member that is coupled to the respective
deflectable members 66, 74, e.g., via an optically conductive
adhesive or welding.

The optical signals generated by sensing modules 20, 22
may propagate through optically transmissive member 18 to
receiver 38 at substantially the same time. Processor 30 may
demodulate the optical signals based on the known wave-
lengths of the optical signals, which may be determined
based on the wavelength of light that sensing modules 20, 22
generate. In some examples, the wavelength of the optical
signal that sensing modules 20, 22 generate may be based on
the wavelength of light that reflective surfaces 64, 72 are
configured to reflect back into the respective waveguides 62,
70, which may be based on, for example, the index of
refraction of reflective surfaces 64, 72. In this way, system
10 may implement wavelength division multiplexing to
operate optical sensing modules 20, 22 that are coupled to a
common light source 36 and determine one or more physi-
ological parameter values of patient 12 based on optical
signals generated by optical sensing modules 20, 22.

In the example shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, optical
waveguides 62, 70 define cavities 78, 79. In order to help
hermetically seal sensing modules 20, 22, as well as any
interfaces between optical waveguides 62, 70 and optically
transmissive member 18, cavities 78, 79 may be hermeti-
cally sealed in some examples. For example, an epoxy may
be introduced into cavities 78, 79 or an epoxy seal or cover
plate may otherwise be formed over or within cavities 78, 79
to hermetically seal cavities 78, 79.

In other examples of the sensing system shown in FIGS.
4A and 4B, segment 28 of optically transmissive member 18
may interface with segment 26, e.g., through an opening
within waveguide 62, and an epoxy may seal the interface
between segments 26, 28. Similarly, in some examples,
segment 28 of optically transmissive member 18 may inter-
face with segment 60, e.g., through an opening within
waveguide 70, and an epoxy may seal the interface between
segments 60, 72.

FIG. 5A is a perspective view of waveguide 62 of optical
sensing module 20 and segment 26 of optically transmissive
member 18. FIG. 5B is a cross-sectional view of waveguide
62 taken along line 5B-5B in FIG. 5A. Segment 26 is not
shown in FIG. 5B. In addition, reflective surface 64, deflect-
able member 66, and transparent member 68 of sensing
module 20 are not illustrated in FIGS. 5A and 5B. Wave-
guide 70 of sensing module 22 may be substantially similar
to waveguide 62.

As FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate, waveguide 62 defines a
recess 80 that is configured to receive segment 26 of
optically transmissive member 18. Recess 80 may be
defined using any suitable technique, such as etching (e.g.,
reactive ion etching) of a silicon wafer. In some examples,
in order to help hermetically seal sensing module 20, an
epoxy or another material may be positioned within space 82
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between an outer surface of segment 26 and waveguide 62.
The epoxy or other material may also help secure segment
26 to waveguide 62. In other examples, other mechanisms
for securing segment 26 within recess 80 defined by wave-
guide 62 may be employed. For example, an adhesive may
be applied to at least part of the outer surface of segment 26
or at least a part of the inner surface of recess 80.

Waveguide 62 defines optical cavity 84, which includes
surfaces 86 A-86D in the example shown in FIGS. 5A and
5B. In examples in which waveguide 62 comprises silicon,
surfaces 86A-86D are substantially nonorthogonal to top
surface 62A of waveguide 62, and substantially nonparallel
to each other. Top surface 62A may be substantially planar
in some examples. When silicon is etched to define optical
cavity 84, the etching process may result in the nonparallel
surfaces 86A-86D of the optical cavity 84 because of the
crystalline structure of silicon. In other examples, such as
examples in which waveguide 62 comprises a material other
than silicon, at least two of the surfaces 86A-86D may be
substantially parallel to each other.

Segment 26 of optically transmissive member 18 may
guide light from light source 36 (FIG. 2) to optical cavity 84
defined by waveguide 62. For example, segment 26 may be
positioned within recess 80 such that light propagating
through segment 26 enters optical cavity 84. For example, in
examples in which segment 26 comprises an optical fiber,
distal end 26 A of segment 26 may be cleaved such that light
may transmit from distal end 26A of segment 26 into cavity
84. A portion of the light that exits segment 26 and into
optical cavity 84 may reflect off of surface 86B of optical
cavity 84. The configuration of surface 86B relative to the
path of light through optical cavity 84, which is indicated by
arrow 89, may help direct light toward reflective surface 64
and deflectable member 66 (not shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B)
of sensing module 20. That is, light incident on surface 86B
may be directed toward reflective surface 64 and deflectable
member 66. For example, surface 868 may comprise a
specular reflective material, such as a material that defines a
mirrored surface. In some examples, at least a portion of
surface 6B may be coated with a reflective coating, such as
gold or aluminum. Other reflective materials are contem-
plated. In other examples, surface 86B may comprise a
diffuse reflective surface that only directs light having a
particular wavelength toward reflective surface 64 and
deflectable member 66. In such examples, reflective surface
64 may comprise a specular reflective material that reflects
light having the same wavelength back into waveguide 62.

Another portion of the light that exits segment 26 and into
optical cavity 84 may propagate through optical cavity 84
and into recess 88 defined by waveguide 62. As with recess
80, recess 88 may be defined using any suitable technique,
such as reactive ion etching of a silicon wafer. As described
in further detail with reference to FIGS. 6A and 6B, segment
28 of optically transmissive member 18 may be positioned
within recess 88 to capture at least some of the light that
transmits through segment 26 and optical cavity 84. The
captured light may then propagate through segment 28 to
optical sensing module 22 (FIGS. 4A and 4B).

102 Recess 80, optical cavity 84, and recess 88 define an
optical pathway 90 through waveguide 62. Light introduced
into waveguide 62 by optically transmissive member 18 may
traverse through optical pathway 90. As shown in FIG. 5B,
surface 86B of waveguide 62 extends partially into optical
pathway 90, thereby partially occluding optical pathway 90.
Surface 86B may direct a first portion of the light that is
traversing through pathway 90 towards reflective surface 64
and deflectable member 66 (not shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B)
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of sensing module 20, while the remaining light may con-
tinue propagating through pathway 90 and into segment 28
of optically transmissive member 18. In this way, surface
86B of optical cavity 84 splits light emitted by light source
36 of IMD 14 into at least two portions, whereby a first
portion is directed toward reflective coating 64 and deflect-
able member 66 of sensing module 20 by surface 86B and
a second portion is directed toward sensing module 22 (not
shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B) via optical pathway 90. For
example, the second portion of the light may be directed
toward sensing module 22 via segment 28 of optically
transmissive member 18 (FIGS. 4A and 4B).

In some examples, optical pathway 90 and surface 8§6B of
waveguide 62 may configured such that surface 86B of
optical cavity 84 occludes approximately half of optical
pathway 90 to direct approximately 50% of the light propa-
gating through pathway 90 into waveguide 62 toward reflec-
tive surface 64 and deflectable member 66 (not shown in
FIGS. 5A and 5B) of sensing module 20 and to direct
approximately 50% of the light toward sensing module 22
via optical path 90. The light directed toward reflective
surface 64 and deflectable member 66 of sensing module 20
surface 86B of cavity 84 may be used to sense a physiologi-
cal parameter value of patient 12.

In some examples, waveguide 70 of optical sensing
module 22 may also include a reflective surface that at least
partially occludes an optical path through waveguide 70
such that less than 100% (e.g., approximately 50%) of the
light propagating through the waveguide 70 is directed
toward reflective surface 72 and deflectable member 74 of
sensing module 22. In some examples, the remaining per-
centage of light that propagates through waveguide 70 may
then be directed toward additional sensing modules that may
be optically coupled to optically transmissive member 18. In
other examples, waveguide 70 of optical sensing module 22
may include a reflective surface that fully occludes an
optical path through waveguide 70 such that approximately
100% of the light propagating through the waveguide 70 is
directed toward reflective surface 72 and deflectable mem-
ber 74 of sensing module 22.

Other light distribution percentages between sensing
modules 20, 22 are contemplated. For example, in some
examples, more light may be directed at optical sensing
module 20 compared to optical sensing module 22, while in
other examples, more light may be directed at optical
sensing module 22 compared to optical sensing module 20.

106 FIGS. 6A and 6B are conceptual cross-sectional
illustrations of segments 26, 28 of optically transmissive
member 18 and sensing modules 20, 22. FIG. 6A illustrates
the path of light from light source 36 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) to
optical sensing modules 20, 22, and FIG. 6B illustrates the
path of optical signals from optical sensing modules 20, 22
toward receiver 38 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2). The path of light
shown in FIG. 6A is substantially opposite the path of light
shown in FIG. 6B.

In FIG. 6A, light propagates through segment 26 of
optically transmissive member 18 in a direction indicated by
arrows 91. As light traverses through waveguide 62, the light
is split into at least two portions. A first portion of the light
is directed toward reflective surface 64 and deflectable
member 66 of sensing module 20, as indicated by arrow 92,
and a second portion of the light traverses through optical
path 90 defined by waveguide 62 and into segment 28 of
optically transmissive member 18, as indicated by arrow 93.
In particular, as shown in FIG. 6A, light 92 incident on
surface 86B of optical cavity 84 is directed toward reflective
surface 64 and deflectable member 66. Light 93 that is not
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incident on surface 86B of optical cavity 84 is substantially
unobstructed and continues to propagate through optical
pathway 90 of waveguide 62 and into segment 28 of
optically transmissive member 18.

Segment 28 of optically transmissive member 18 is dis-
posed within recess 88 of waveguide 62. As with segment
26, an epoxy or another material may be positioned within
the space between an outer surface of segment 28 and
waveguide 62 to help hermetically seal waveguide 62. In
addition, in some examples, segment 28 may be secured to
waveguide 62 with the aid of, for example, an adhesive or
welding. In examples in which segment 28 comprises an
optical fiber, a proximal end 28A may be cleaved such that
light may transmit from optical pathway 90 into segment 28.

Segment 28 of optically transmissive member 18 guides
light into waveguide 70 of sensing module 22. Waveguide
70 defines optical cavity 94, which is substantially similar to
optical cavity 84 of optical sensing module 20. At least a
portion of the light that is introduced into waveguide 70 by
segment 28 may be directed toward reflective surface 72 and
deflectable member 74 of optical sensing module 22, as
indicated by arrow 97. In the example shown in FIG. 6A,
surface 96 of optical cavity 94, which is similar to surface
86B of optical cavity 84 of sensing module 20, may be
reflective. Accordingly, the angular orientation of surface 96
relative to the path of light through waveguide 70 may be
selected such that light 97 directed at surface 96 is directed
toward reflective surface 72 and deflectable member 74 of
optical sensing module 22.

In examples in which one or more additional optical
sensing modules are positioned downstream of optical sens-
ing module 22 relative to a direction of light propagation
away from light source 36 of IMD 14, at least a portion of
the light introduced into waveguide 70 may propagate
through waveguide 70 without being directed toward reflec-
tive surface 72 and deflectable member 74. Segment 60
(FIG. 5A) of optically transmissive member 18 may be
positioned to receive at least some of the light that propa-
gates through waveguide 70 and guide the light to another
sensing module. In such examples, surface 96 of waveguide
70 may at least partially occlude optical pathway 98 through
waveguide 70 to split at least a portion of the light propa-
gating through waveguide 70 into at least a first portion that
is directed toward reflective surface 72 and deflectable
member 74 and a second portion that continues through
optical pathway 98 to segment 60 (FIG. SA) of optically
transmissive member 18.

As previously indicated, sensing modules 20, 22 each
generate an optical signal that indicates at least one physi-
ological parameter value of patient 12. The sensing modules
20, 22 may be modify an intensity of light in response to a
physiological phenomena of patient 12, such as pressure
proximate to the respective sensing modules 20, 22, the
blood oxygen saturation level, and the like. The type of
sensing module 20, 22 selected for system 10 may be based
on the physiological parameter of patient 12 that is moni-
tored by system 10. In the example shown in FIGS. 6A and
6B, sensing modules 20, 22 are each configured to monitor
a pressure or sounds (e.g., sounds associated with cardiac
activity) within patient 12.

As previously indicated, light that is propagating through
waveguide 62 in a first direction away from light source 36
of IMD 14 may be directed toward reflective surface 64 and
deflectable member 66 by surface 86B. The light may then
reflect off of surface 64 and back toward surface §6B of
optical cavity 84 of waveguide 62. Surface 64 may be a
diffuse reflecting surface that only reflects light having a
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predetermined wavelength back toward surface 86B of
optical cavity 84. As the light travels through deflectable
member 66, the amplitude or another characteristic of the
light may be modified. As deflectable member 66 deflects in
response to pressure applied to optical sensing module 20,
the amplitude of the light may be modulated, thereby
generated an optical signal that indicates a pressure within
patient 12.

In other examples, the light emitted by light source 36
may be directed onto and reflect off of a surface of deflect-
able member 66. In this manner, deflectable member 66 is
both the light modulator and the reflector, e.g., includes the
reflective surface 64.

As shown in FIG. 6B, the index of refraction of reflective
surface 64 may be selected such that light that reflects off of
surface 64 is directed toward surface 86B of optical cavity
84. Light incident on surface 86B, as indicated by arrow 100
in FIG. 6B, is directed toward segment 26 of optically
transmissive member 18, which may then direct the light,
ie., the optical signal generated by sensing module 20,
toward receiver 38 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2).

Light that is propagating through waveguide 70 of optical
sensing module 22 in a first direction away from light source
36 of IMD 14 may be directed toward reflective surface 72
and deflectable member 74 by surface 96 of optical cavity
94. The index of refraction of reflective surface 72 may be
selected such that light incident on surface 72 is directed
back toward surface 96 of waveguide 70. In addition,
reflective surface 72 may be a diffuse reflecting surface that
only reflects light having a predetermined wavelength back
toward surface 96 of optical cavity 94. Just as with sensing
module 20, as the light travels through deflectable member
74 of sensing module 22, the amplitude or another charac-
teristic of the light may be modified in response to the
changing optical characteristics of deflectable member 74.
The optical characteristics of deflectable member 74 may
change as member 74 deflects in response to pressure
applied to optical sensing module 22 or in response to
vibrations, e.g., from noise. In the example shown in FIG.
6B, the amplitude of the light may be modulated as the light
travels through member 74, thereby generating an optical
signal that indicates a pressure within patient 12.

Light incident on surface 96, as indicated by arrow 102 in
FIG. 6B, is directed toward segment 28 of optically trans-
missive member 18, which may then guide the light, i.e., the
optical signal generated by sensing module 22, to waveguide
62 of optical sensing module 20. Waveguide 62 may then
guide the optical signal generated by sensing module 22 to
segment 26 of optically transmissive member 18, which may
then guide the light to receiver 38 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2).

As shown in FIG. 6B, the optical signals generated by
sensing modules 20, 22 may traverse through segment 26 of
optically transmissive member 18 at substantially the same
time. Thus, receiver 38 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) may received a
wavelength division multiplexed signal (or an aggregated
signal. FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating a technique that
processor 30 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) may implement in order to
extract a first optical signal having a first wavelength gen-
erated by sensing module 20 and a second optical signal
having a second wavelength generated by sensing module
22 from the multiplexed optical signal received by receiver
38 (FIG. 2). In other examples, a processor of another device
may demultiplex the multiplexed optical signal received
from optical sensing modules 20, 22 using the technique
shown in FIG. 7.

In accordance with the example technique shown in FIG.
7, processor 30 may receive the multiplexed optical signal
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from receiver 38 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) (110). Receiver 38 is
optically coupled to optically transmissive member 18 via
optical coupler 40. The optical signals generated by optical
sensing modules 20, 22 may be guided to receiver 38 via
optically transmissive member 18. Receiver 38 may then
transmit the multiplexed signal to processor 30.

Processor 30 may demultiplex the multiplexed optical
signal based on the known wavelengths of the first and
second optical signals. As previously indicated, reflective
surfaces 64, 72 of optical sensing modules 20, 22. respec-
tively, may act as narrowband filters that only reflect light
having a predetermined wavelength back into the respective
optical paths 90, 98. Processor 30 may separate out the
known wavelength of the first optical signal from the
received multiplexed optical signal in order to extract the
first optical signal (112). Similarly, processor 30 may sepa-
rate out the known wavelength of the second optical signal
from the multiplexed optical signal in order to extract the
second optical signal (114).

Processor 30 may determine a first physiological param-
eter value of patient 12 based on the first optical signal (116)
and determine a second physiological parameter value of
patient 12 based on the second optical signal (118). In some
examples, optical sensing modules 20, 22 may monitor the
same physiological parameters of patient 12, while in other
examples, optical sensing modules 20, 22 may monitor
different physiological parameters of patient 12. Accord-
ingly, although system 10 including optical sensing modules
20, 22 that are substantially similar are described with
respect to FIGS. 4A-6B, in other examples, different types
of optical sensing modules may be coupled to a common
optically transmissive member.

In other techniques for determining a physiological
parameter value of patient 12 based on optical signals from
sensing modules 20, 22, processor 30 may use the aggre-
gated optical signals without extracting the separate signal
components. For example, in examples in which sensing
modules 20, 22 comprise pressure sensors, the aggregated
optical signals may indicate the total pressure at the tissue
sites occupied by sensing modules 20, 22, without regard to
the specific pressure values at the tissue site occupied by
sensing module 20 and the specific pressure value at the
tissue site occupied by sensing module 22. In examples in
which sensing modules 20, 22 comprise pulse oximeters,
processor 30 may determine the total relative oxygen satu-
ration level of patient 12 at the tissue sites occupied by
sensing modules 20, 22. Thus, system 10 including two or
more sensing modules 20, 22 displaced along a length of a
common optically transmissive member 18 may be useful
for monitoring a larger volume of tissue of patient 12.

FIGS. 8A and 8B are conceptual cross-sectional illustra-
tions of segments 26, 28 of optically transmissive member
18 and example sensing modules 120, 22. Sensing module
120 is similar to sensing module 20 (FIGS. 5A-6B), but
includes beam splitter 124, rather than waveguide 62, to
direct light toward reflective surface 64 and deflectable
member 66. Beam splitter 124 may include any suitable
optical device that splits a beam of light into at least two
beamlets. For example, beam splitters 124 may each com-
prise at least two triangular glass prisms that are glued
together at their bases. In other examples, beam splitter 124
may comprise a glass plate comprising an aluminum coating
or a plate of glass comprising a dielectric optical coating that
permits one half of the light incident at about 45 degrees on
the mirror to be transmitted through the mirror and the other
half of the light to be reflected. As shown in FIGS. 8A and
8B, segments 26, 28 of optically transmissive member 18



US 10,080,499 B2

25

may be mechanically and optically coupled to beam splitter
124, e.g., with an adhesive or another suitable technique.

Sensing module 22 is described above with respect to
FIGS. 4A-6B, but includes optical waveguide 71 instead of
waveguide 70. Waveguide 71 is substantially similar to
waveguide 70, but terminates the transmission of light
through optically transmissive member 18. That is, wave-
guide 71 does not transmit light to further sensing modules
that are positioned downstream of sensing module 22 in a
direction away from housing 24. In some examples, wave-
guide 71 may direct substantially all of the light received via
segment 28 of optically transmissive member 18 toward
reflective surface 72 and deflectable member 74.

FIG. 8A illustrates the path of light from light source 36
of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) to optical sensing modules 120, 22.
Light may travel through segment 26 of optically transmis-
sive member 18 and into beam splitter 124. Beam splitter
124 is positioned within an optical path between segments
26, 28 of optically transmissive member 18 such that light
that propagates through segment 26 exits segment 26 and
passes through beam splitter 124 prior to entering segment
28. Beam splitter 124 splits the light introduced into beam
splitter 124 into at least a first portion, as indicated by arrow
126, which is directed toward reflective surface 64 and
deflectable member 66 of sensing module 120, and a second
portion, as indicated by arrow 128, which is directed toward
segment 28 of optically transmissive member 18. In this
way, beam splitter 124 may enable light source 36 (FIG. 2)
of IMD 14 to provide two or more sensing modules 120, 22
with light to sense one or more physiological parameters of
patient 12 via a common light transmissive member 18.

Segment 28 of optically transmissive member 18 may
guide light into waveguide 70. As previously described,
reflective surface 96 of waveguide 70 may direct incident
light toward reflective surface 72 and deflectable member 74
of optical sensing module 22. In other examples, such as
examples in which one or more additional sensing modules
are positioned downstream of sensing module 22 relative to
a direction of light flow away from light source 36 (FIG. 2),
waveguide 70 may be configured such that at least some
light propagates through optical path 98 toward the addi-
tional sensors.

FIG. 8B illustrates the path of optical signals generated by
optical sensing modules 120, 22 through optically transmis-
sive member 18 and in a direction towards receiver 38 of
IMD 14 (FIG. 2). Light that traverses through deflectable
member 66 and is reflected by reflective surface 64 of
sensing module 120 may be directed toward segment 26 of
optically transmissive member 18 by beam splitter 124, as
illustrated in FIG. 8B. The light that is reflected by reflective
surface 64 may be a first optical signal 130 generated by
sensing module 120. As previously discussed with respect to
sensor 20 (FIGS. 5A-6B), as deflectable member 66 deflects,
the optical properties of deflectable member 66 change.
Thus, the amplitude of first optical signal 130 that propa-
gates through deflectable member 66 may be modulated in
response to the pressure applied to deflectable member 66.
Processor 30 of IMD 14 may determine a pressure value
based on the amplitude or other signal characteristic of first
optical signal 130 received from sensing module 120.

Light that travels through deflectable member 74 of
sensing module 22 may be directed toward segment 28 of
optically transmissive member 18 via reflective surface 96
of waveguide 70, as shown in FIG. 8B. The light that
traverses through deflectable member 74 may be a second
optical signal 132 generated by sensing module 22, where
second optical signal 132 indicates a physiological param-
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eter of patient 12. Second optical signal 132 may propagate
through beam splitter 124, which does not split the beam
when the beam of light travels through beam splitter 124 in
a direction toward receiver 38 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2). Second
optical signal 132 may then traverse through segment 26 of
optically transmissive member 18 to receiver 38. Just as with
the first optical signal generated by sensing module 120,
processor 30 of IMD 14 may determine a pressure value
based on second optical signal 132 received from sensing
module 122.

Within segment 26 of optically transmissive member 18,
first and second optical signals 130, 132 may combine as the
light propagates through segment 26 toward receiver 38 of
IMD 14 (FIG. 2). In some examples, reflective surfaces 64,
72 of sensing modules 120, 122 may be diffuse reflective
surfaces that reflect light having a predetermined wave-
length back toward the beam splitter 124 and reflective
surface 96, respectively. In some examples, reflective sur-
faces 64, 72 may reflect light having different wavelengths.
Thus, in some examples, optical signals 130, 132 may have
different wavelengths, which may facilitate the extraction of
first and second optical signals 130, 132 from the light that
is received by receiver 38.

FIGS. 9A and 9B are conceptual cross-sectional illustra-
tions of an implantable sensing system 140 that may be
coupled to IMD 14 (FIG. 2). System 140 comprises first
optical fiber 142, second optical fiber 144, and sensing
modules 148, 150. Optical fibers 142, 144 define a common
light transmissive member through which light may propa-
gate from light source 26 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) to sensing
modules 148, 150. Sensing module 148 comprises reflective
surface 64, deflectable member 66. and transparent member
68, which are described above with respect to sensing
module 20 (FIGS. 4A and 4B). Sensing module 150 com-
prises reflective surface 72, deflectable member 74, and
transparent member 76, which are described above with
respect to sensing module 22 (FIGS. 4A and 4B).

Optical fibers 142, 144 are configured to guide light from
light source 36 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) to sensing modules 148,
150. In order to divide the light emitted by light source 36
into different portions that may be directed at each of the
sensing modules 148, 150, optical fiber 142 comprises a
light deflection member 152 that deflects at least a portion of
the light propagating through fiber 142 toward reflective
surface 64 and deflectable member 66 of optical sensing
module 148. The remaining portion of the light that is not
deflected by light deflection member 152 may be introduced
into optical fiber 144. In this way, optical fiber 142 com-
prising light deflection member 152 may define a light
dividing member that splits the light from light source 36
into multiple components.

In some examples, light deflection member 152 may
comprise a mirror inserted into optical fiber 142, where the
mirror comprises a glass plate or titanium dioxide coated
with a reflective material. In other examples, light deflection
member 152 may comprise one or more prisms, a surface
within optical fiber 142 that is coated with a reflective
material or an optical waveguide exhibiting total internal
reflection. The index of refraction of light deflection member
152 may be selected to help direct light from optical fiber
142 in a particular direction, such as toward reflective
surface 64 and deflectable member 66. For example, in
examples in which light deflection member 152 comprise a
prism or another optical element comprised of glass, the
index of refraction of light deflection member 152 may be
about 1.3 to about 1.6. As another example, in examples in
which light deflection member 152 comprises a waveguide
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comprised of silicon, the index of refraction of light deflec-
tion member 152 may be about 3.5. In some examples, such
as examples in which light deflection member 152 com-
prises a surface of optical fiber 142 coated with a reflective
material or a prism, space 154 between optical fibers 142,
144 may be occupied by air.

As FIG. 9A illustrates, light deflection member 152 only
directs a portion of the light within optical fiber 142 toward
reflective surface 64 and deflectable member 66. The
remaining portion of the light may propagate through optical
fiber 144 to sensing module 150. Light deflection member
156 may direct the light toward reflective surface 72 and
deflectable member 74. Light deflection member 156 may
be similar to light deflection member 152. In the example
shown in FIGS. 9A and 9B, light deflection member 156
directs substantially all of the light propagating through
optical fiber 144 towards reflective surface 72 and deflect-
able member 74. In other examples, light deflection member
156 may be configured to occlude only part of the optical
path through optical fiber 144, such that light deflection
member 156 partially reflects the light propagating through
optical fiber 144 towards reflective surface 72 and deflect-
able member 74. This may be useful if additional optical
sensing modules are positioned downstream of optical sens-
ing module 150 (relative to a direction of light flow away
from light source 36) and optically coupled to optical fiber
144 via another optical fiber.

Just as with optical sensing modules 20, 22, which are
described above with respect to FIGS. 4A-6B, sensing
modules 148, 150 may each generate an optical signal that
varies as a function of the pressure applied to deflectable
members 66, 74, respectively. As shown in FIG. 9B, the
optical signal generated by sensing module 150 may propa-
gate through optical fiber 144 to optical fiber 142, which
may then guide the optical signal to receiver 38 of IMD 14
(FIG. 2). In addition, the optical signal generated by sensing
module 148 may propagate through optical fiber 142 to
receiver 38. Receiver 38 may receive a multiplexed signal
that includes the optical signals generated by sensing mod-
ules 148, 152. As described above, processor 30 of IMD 14
may demultiplex the multiplexed signal based on the known
wavelengths of the first and second optical signals.

In other examples, instead of or in addition to sensing
modules that comprise a deflectable member that deflects
and changes position and/or optical properties in response to
pressure, temperature, acoustic vibrations or acceleration, a
medical system may comprise an optical sensing module
that includes a deflectable beam that resonates in response to
pressure or acoustic vibrations within patient 12. FIGS. 10A
and 10B are conceptual cross-sectional illustrations of an
implantable sensing system 160 that may be coupled to IMD
14. FIG. 10A illustrates light traveling through system 160
in a direction away from housing 24 and light source 36 of
IMD 14 (FIG. 2), and FIG. 10B illustrates optical signals
generated by optical sensing modules 162, 164 propagating
in a direction toward housing 24 and receiver 38 of IMD 14
(FI1G. 2).

Implantable sensing system 160 comprises light transmis-
sive member 18 comprising segments 26, 28 and wave-
guides 62, 70, which are described above with respect to
FIGS. 4A-6B. As with the previous examples, light trans-
missive member 18 may be optically coupled to light source
36 and receiver 38 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2). In the example
shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B, waveguides 62, 70 are a part
of optical sensing modules 162, 164, respectively. Optical
sensing module 162 further includes reflective surface 166,
resonating beam 168, and transparent member 170. Optical
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sensing module 164 further includes reflective surface 172,
resonating beam 174, and transparent member 176. Reflec-
tive surfaces 166, 172 and transparent members 170, 174
may be similar to reflective surface 64 and transparent
member 68 of optical sensor 20 (FIGS. 4A-6B).

In some examples, resonating beam 168 and reflective
surface 166 may be substantially integral. For example,
reflective surface 166 may be defined by a surface of
resonating beam 168 that is coated with a reflective material.
Similarly, in some examples, resonating beam 174 and
reflective surface 172 may be substantially integral.

Resonating beams 168, 174 are adapted to resonate in
response to pressure or vibrations within patient 12. Accord-
ingly, the resonance of resonating beams 168, 174 may
indicate the relative pressure within patient 12 or indicate
cardiac sounds (e.g., a sound associated with a heartbeat). In
some examples, the ends of resonating beam 168 may be
coupled to a membrane that is fixed to waveguide 62. When
the membrane is deflected, e.g., due to changes in pressure,
temperature, acoustic waves or acceleration within patient
12, the membrane may increase tension. As a result, reso-
nating beam 168 may also be pulled into tension, e.g,
because the ends of beam 168 are coupled to the membrane.
The increased tension of beam 168 changes the resonant
frequency of beam 168. The changes in resonant frequency
of beam 168 or the absolute value of the resonant frequency
of beam 168 indicates the pressure, temperature, acoustic
waves or acceleration within patient 12.

The changes in the resonant frequency or the absolute
value of the resonant frequency may be determined by
directing light at beam 168 and determining the frequency of
light that reflects off of reflective surface 166 of beam 168.
For example, light source 36 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) may emit
light and segment 26 of optically transmissive member 18
may guide the light to waveguide 62. Light incident on
surface 86B of waveguide 62 may be directed toward
reflective surface 166 and resonating beam 168. As light
passes through resonating beam 168, the frequency of the
light may be modified. Thus, the frequency of the light that
passes through resonating beam 168 and reflected by reflec-
tive surface 166 towards waveguide 62 may indicate the
relative resonance of beam 168. The vibrating beam 168 will
modulate the amplitude and frequency of light that is
directed at beam 168.

Receiver 38 may receive the light that has transmitted
through beam 168 and processor 30 may determine the
relative pressure changes or other physiological parameters
of patient 12 based on the frequency of the received light.
Processor 30 (FIG. 2) of IMD 14 may determine the
frequency of optical signal generated by sensing module 162
using any suitable technique, such as by detecting and
counting zero crossings of an alternating current (AC)
component of the varying signal amplitude. In this way,
properties of the emitted light are changed proportional to
the frequency of resonance of the beam 168 and sensing
module 162 may generate a first optical signal that indicates
a physiological parameter of patient 12.

As previously described, waveguide 62 may divide the
light introduced into waveguide 62 into at least two portions.
A first portion of the light is directed toward reflective
surface 166 and resonating beam 168 of sensing module
162, while another portion is directed toward sensing mod-
ule 164. In the example shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B,
surface 96 of waveguide 71 directs at least a portion of the
light propagating through optical pathway 98 in a direction
toward reflective surface 172 and resonating beam 174 of
sensing module 164. Just as with optical sensing module
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162, as light passes through resonating beam 174, the
frequency of the light may be modified. Resonating beam
174 may modulate the frequency of the light emitter by light
source 36 (FIG. 2) in a substantially similar manner as that
described above with respect to resonating beam 168. The
frequency-modified light may comprise a second optical
signal that indicates a physiological parameter value of
patient, such as the relative pressure. As shown in FIG. 10B,
reflective surface 172 may direct the second optical signal
back toward surface 96 of waveguide 71, which may then
direct the light toward optically transmissive member 18 and
to receiver 38 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2).

In the example shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B, the light
transmitting through optically transmissive member 18 ter-
minates at sensing module 164. However, in other examples,
waveguide 70 (FIGS. 5A and 5B) may be substituted for
waveguide 71 and additional sensing modules may be
positioned downstream of sensing module 164 in a direction
away from housing 24 of IMD 14 (i.e., in a direction away
from sensing module 162). Waveguide 70 may split the light
received via segment 28 of optically transmissive member
18 into at least two portions, whereby a first portion is
directed to reflective surface 172 and resonating beam 174
of sensing module 164 and the second portion is directed to
another sensing module.

FIGS. 11A and 11B are conceptual cross-sectional illus-
trations of an implantable sensing system 180 that may be
coupled to IMD 14 (FIG. 2). Implantable sensing system
180 may facilitate monitoring of a blood oxygen saturation
level of patient 12. In the example shown in FIGS. 11A and
11B, system 180 comprises optically transmissive member
18 including segments 26, 28, and waveguides 62, which are
described above with respect to FIGS. 4A-6B and FIG. 8A.
System 180 further comprises waveguide 71, which is
similar to waveguide 70 of FIGS. 4A-6B, but does not
transmit light to additional sensing modules. Waveguides
62, 71 are components of optical sensing modules 182, 184,
which may be used to emit light into to tissue of patient 12
and receive light that is reflected by blood of patient 12. In
this way, sensing modules 182, 184 may be reflectometer
type sensing devices.

Optical sensing modules 182, 184 each generate an opti-
cal signal that changes as a function of the hemoglobin of the
blood-perfused tissue that is saturated with oxygen as well
as the change in hemoglobin concentration in the tissue
proximate to the respective modules 182, 184. In some
examples, optical sensing modules 182, 184 may sense the
changes in volume in an artery associated with contractions
of the heart of patient. In this way, the optical signal
generated by at least one of the optical sensing modules 182,
184 may be used to detect arterial pulses of patient 12, which
may be used to, for example, determine a heart rate of
patient 12. In addition, in some examples, the optical signal
from at least one of the optical sensing modules 182, 184
may be used to determine a blood oxygen saturation level of
patient 12 or tissue perfusion of patient 12. Various hemo-
dynamic characteristics may be derived from relative
changes in a blood oxygen saturation level of a patient, such
as relative changes in the blood pressure of the patient.

In the example shown in FIGS. 11A and 11B, optical
sensing modules 182, 184 are optically coupled to a com-
mon light source 36 and receiver 38 via optically transmis-
sive member 18. Light source 36 may emit light at a
particular wavelength, and the light may be guided to tissue
of patient 12 via optically transmissive member 18 and
waveguides 62, 71. As FIG. 11A illustrates, light may
traverse through segment 26 of optically transmissive mem-
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ber 18 in a direction away from light source 36 of IMD 14
(FIG. 2), as indicated by arrow 92. Waveguide 62 of optical
sensing module 182 may divide the light that propagates
through optical pathway 90, which extends between seg-
ments 26, 28 of optically transmissive member 18. Light
incident on surface 86B of waveguide 62 may be directed
toward tissue proximate to waveguide 62, as indicated by
arrow 186. The emitted light may scatter through blood-
perfused tissue of patient 12 proximate to optical sensing
module 182.

As FIG. 11B illustrates, waveguide 62 is configured to
received emitted light that is reflected by blood of patient 12
toward the waveguide 62, as indicated by arrow 188. Sur-
face 86B of waveguide 62 may direct the reflected light 188
toward segment 26 of optically transmissive member 18.
The received light 188 may be transmitted to receiver 38 via
optically transmissive member 18. In some examples,
receiver 38 may generate an electrical signal that indicates
the intensity of light received by receiver 38. In this way, in
some examples, receiver 38 may be configured to sense light
that is emitted by light source 36 and reflected by blood of
patient 12. In some examples, light source 36 may comprise
at least two light sources that emit light at different wave-
lengths (e.g., red light wavelengths and IR light wave-
lengths, which are described above), and, in some cases,
receiver 38 may comprise a photodetector that is sensitive to
a broadband of light or at least two photodetectors that are
sensitive to different wavelengths of light.

The optical properties of blood-perfused tissue may
change depending upon the relative amounts of oxygenated
and deoxygenated hemoglobin due, at least in part, to their
different optical absorption spectra. That is, the oxygen
saturation level of the patient’s blood may affect the amount
of light that is absorbed by a blood mass and the amount of
light that is reflected back to optical sensing module 182.
Accordingly, the intensity of the light 188 (e.g., as indicated
by the amplitude of the optical signal) emitted by light
source 36, reflected by blood, and received by sensing
module 182 may change in response to the amount of
oxygenated and deoxygenated hemoglobin in the tissue
proximate to optical sensing module 182. Thus, light 188
received by optical sensing module 182 may comprise an
optical signal that indicates the relative amounts of oxygen-
ated and deoxygenated hemoglobin in the tissue proximate
to optical sensing module 182. Processor 30 may detect a
pulsatile component (e.g., an arterial pulse associated with a
heartbeat) of a cardiac cycle of patient 12 or the relative
blood oxygen saturation level of patient 12 based on the
intensity of optical signal generated by optical sensing
module 182.

Optical sensing module 184 may generate an optical
signal that indicates a blood oxygen saturation level of
patient 12 in a substantially similar manner as optical
sensing module 182. As previously indicated, waveguide 62
may divide light emitted by light source 36 into at least two
portions. A first portion may be directed toward tissue of
patient 12 proximate sensing module 182, while a second
portion may propagate through segment 28 of optically
transmissive member 28 toward waveguide 71 of sensing
module 184. In some examples. waveguide 71 may divide
the light within optical pathway 98 into multiple compo-
nents, whereby one portion of the light is directed toward
tissue of patient 12 proximate sensing module 184 (e.g,,
proximate optical cavity 94 of waveguide 71) and another
portion is directed toward another sensing module. In other
examples, waveguide 71 may direct substantially all of the
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light within optical pathway 98 toward tissue of patient 12
proximate sensing module 184.

Light incident on surface 96 of waveguide 71 may deflect
or reflect toward tissue of patient 12 proximate optical cavity
94, as indicated by arrow 190. The light may scatter through
the tissue. The light reflected by blood of patient 12 and
incident on surface 96 of waveguide 71, as indicated by
arrow 192, may be directed toward segment 28 of optically
transmissive member 18. The amount of oxygenated and
deoxygenated hemoglobin within tissue proximate to optical
cavity 94 may modulate the intensity of the light that is
incident on surface 96. Thus, the light reflected by blood of
patient 12 and incident on surface 96 may comprise an
optical signal generated by sensing module 184, where the
optical signal indicates a blood oxygen saturation level of
patient 12 or another hemodynamic characteristic of patient
12.

The optical signals 188, 192 generated by sensing mod-
ules 182, 184 propagate through a common optically trans-
missive member 18 to receiver 38. In some examples,
processor 30 of IMD 14 may determine the relative changes
in blood oxygen saturation level of patient 12 based on the
signals from both sensing modules 182, 184 without regard
to the specific intensity of optical signal 188 generated by
sensing module 182 and the specific intensity of optical
signal 192 generated by sensing module 184. System 180
comprising at least two optical sensing modules 182, 184
that sense a blood oxygen saturation level of patient 12 and
are distributed along a length of a common optically trans-
missive member 18 may be useful for monitoring the blood
oxygen saturation level of patient 12 or another hemody-
namic characteristic (e.g., tissue perfusion) of a larger vol-
ume of tissue compared to a single sensing module
implanted within patient 12.

In some examples, processor 30 of IMD 14 (FIG. 2) may
distinguish between the optical signals generated by sensing
modules 182, 184 to determine the blood oxygen saturation
level of patient 12 at the specific tissue sites proximate to
sensing modules 182, 184. In some examples, optical signals
188, 192 may comprise different wavelengths, and processor
30 may demultiplex the signal received from optically
transmissive member 18 based on the known wavelengths of
optical signals 188, 192. In order to determine the blood
oxygen saturation level of patient 12, light source 36 (FIG.
2) may sequentially emit broadband light in the red light
spectrum and broadband light in the IR light spectrum.
Optical signals 188, 192 generated by sensing modules 182,
184 may each have a wavelength of light within the broad-
band red light or the broadband IR light emitted by light
source 36.

Optical sensing modules 182, 184 may each comprise an
optical filter to filter a particular wavelength of light from the
light emitted by light source 36. In some examples, the
optical filter may comprise an optical material positioned
within optical cavity 184 of waveguide 62 or proximate
cavity 184. The optical filter may comprise, for example,
glass, resin plastics, a polymer (e.g., polyester or polycar-
bonate), or the like.

In the example shown in FIGS. 11A and 11B, the light
transmitting through optically transmissive member 18 ter-
minates at sensing module 184. However, in other examples,
waveguide 70 (FIGS. 5A and 5B) may be substituted for
waveguide 71 and additional sensing modules may be
positioned downstream of sensing module 184 in a direction
away from housing 24 of IMD 14 (i.e., in a direction away
from sensing module 182). As previously described, wave-
guide 70 may split the light received via segment 28 of
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optically transmissive member 18 into at least two portions,
whereby a first portion is directed to tissue proximate
sensing module 184 and the second portion is directed to
another sensing module, which may or may not be another
reflectometer type sensing device.

FIG. 12 is an example of another configuration of system
180. During implantation of system 180 within patient 12, a
clinician may arrange optically transmissive member 18
such that blood-perfused tissue of patient 12 is positioned in
space 200 between sensing modules 182, 184. Blood-per-
fused tissue may comprise, for example, tissue comprising a
blood mass (e.g., blood cells in a blood vessel) of patient 12.
In the example shown in FIG. 12, segment 28 of optically
transmissive member 18 may comprise a curvilinear shape
or may be substantially flexible to enable the clinician to
manipulate the position of sensing modules 182, 184 relative
to each other.

The arrangement between sensing modules 182, 184
shown in FIG. 12 may define a transmissive-type reflecto-
meter. in which sensing modules 182, 184 sense light that is
emitted by light source 36 (FIG. 2) and transmitted through
tissue within space 200 between sensing modules 182, 184.
Receiver 38 may be configured to generate an electrical
signal indicative of an intensity of light emitted by the light
source 36, transmitted through tissue of patient, and col-
lected by at least one of the sensing modules 182, 184. As
described above, various hemodynamic characteristics of
patient 12 may be determined based on the electrical signal
indicative of the intensity of light emitted by light source 36,
transmitted through tissue, and collected by sensing module
184.

In one example, waveguide 62 of sensing module 182
may direct substantially all of the light emitted by light
source 36 toward reflective surface 86B and into tissue of
patient 12. The light may transmit through tissue within
space 200 between sensing modules 182, 184, and light
incident on reflective surface 96 of waveguide 71, as indi-
cated by arrow 202, may be reflect off of surface 96 and into
waveguide 71. The light 202 may then transmit through
segment 28 of optically transmissive member 18, which may
guide the received light 200 to receiver 38, which may
generate an electrical signal indicative of an intensity of
light sensed by sensing module 184.

The light 92 emitted by light source 36 and the light 202
collected by sensing module 184 may traverse through
optically transmissive member 18 at different times. For
example, processor 30 may control light source 36 to stop
emitting light for a short period of time following the
emission of light in order to permit the light 202 collected by
sensing module 184 to propagate through optically trans-
missive member 18 toward receiver 38 (FIG. 2).

FIGS. 13A and 13B illustrate another example configu-
ration of system 180. Rather than emitting light at one
sensing module 182 and detecting light at another sensing
module 184, both sensing modules 182, 184 may emit light
and detect light that is transmitted through tissue within
space 200. For example, as conceptually shown in FIG. 13A,
processor 30 may control light source 36 (FIG. 2) to emit
light, which is then guided to optical sensing modules 182,
184 by optically transmissive member 18. As previously
described, waveguide 62 may split the light 92 into a first
portion, which is directed toward tissue proximate to wave-
guide 62, as indicated by arrow 186, and a second portion,
which propagates toward segment 28 of optically transmis-
sive member 18. The emitted light that is directed toward
waveguide 62 may reflect off of surface 86B and transmit
through blood-perfused tissue of patient 12 within space
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200. The second portion of light split by waveguide 62 may
propagate through segment 28 of optically transmissive
member 18 toward waveguide 71 of sensing module 184.
Light incident on surface 96 of waveguide 71 may deflect or
reflect toward tissue of patient 12 proximate optical cavity
94, as indicated by arrow 190 in FIG. 13A. The light may
scatter through the tissue within space 200.

As FIG. 13B illustrates, waveguide 62 is configured to
receive emitted light that is introduced into tissue of patient
12 by sensing module 184 and transmitted through blood-
perfused tissue within space 200, as indicated by arrow 189.
That 1s, waveguide 62 may collect light 189 that is released
into tissue via waveguide 71 and transmitted through tissue
from sensing module 184 to sensing module 182. The
generally positioning of sensing modules 182, 184 opposite
each other may facilitate the transmission of light from
sensing module 182 to sensing module 184. However,
sensing modules 182, 184 do not need to be directly opposed
one another because light is scattered through the tissue
within space 200. Due to the scattering properties of the
tissue, light may transmit from sensing module 184 through
tissue and to sensing module 184 despite sensing modules
182, 184 not being directly opposing each other.

Surface 86B of waveguide 62 may direct the collected
light 189 toward segment 26 of optically transmissive mem-
ber 18. The received light 189 may be transmitted to receiver
38 via optically transmissive member 18. In some examples,
receiver 38 may generate an electrical signal that indicates
the intensity of light received by receiver 38, which may
indicate the relative amounts of oxygenated and deoxygen-
ated hemoglobin in the tissue within space 200 between
sensing modules 182, 184. In this way, in some examples,
receiver 38 may be configured to sense light that is emitted
by light source 36 and transmitted through blood perfused
tissue of patient 12.

Waveguide 71 is configured to collect light 193 that is
released into tissue via sensing module 182 and transmitted
through tissue within space 200 in a direction from sensing
module 182 to sensing module 184. Surface 96 of wave-
guide 71 may direct the collected light 193 toward segment
28 of optically transmissive member 18, and the light may
propagate through optically transmissive member 18 (e.g.,
segments 26, 28) and waveguide 62 to receiver 38. In some
examples, receiver 38 may generate an electrical signal that
indicates the intensity of light 193 received by receiver 38,
which may indicate the relative amounts of oxygenated and
deoxygenated hemoglobin in the tissue within space 200
between sensing modules 182, 184.

As shown in FIG. 13B, the optical signals 189, 193
generated by sensing modules 182, 184, respectively, may
propagate through a common optically transmissive member
18 to receiver 38. In some examples, optical signals 189, 193
may have different properties, e.g., different wavelengths, in
order to permit processor 30 to demultiplex signals 189, 193.

The techniques described in this disclosure, including
those attributed to IMD 14, external device 16, or various
constituent components, may be implemented, at least in
part, in hardware, software, firmware or any combination
thereof. For example, various aspects of the techniques may
be implemented within one or more processors, including
one or more microprocessors, DSPs, ASICs, FPGAs, or any
other equivalent integrated or discrete logic circuitry, as well
as any combinations of such components, embodied in
programmers, such as physician or patient programmers,
stimulators, image processing devices or other devices. The
term “processor’” or “processing circuitry” may generally
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refer to any of the foregoing logic circuitry, alone or in
combination with other logic circuitry, or any other equiva-
lent circuitry.

Such hardware, software, firmware may be implemented
within the same device or within separate devices to support
the various operations and functions described in this dis-
closure. In addition, any of the described units, modules or
components may be implemented together or separately as
discrete but interoperable logic devices. Depiction of dif-
ferent features as modules or units is intended to highlight
different functional aspects and does not necessarily imply
that such modules or units must be realized by separate
hardware or software components. Rather, functionality
associated with one or more modules or units may be
performed by separate hardware or software components, or
integrated within common or separate hardware or software
components.

When implemented in software, the functionality ascribed
to the systems, devices and techniques described in this
disclosure may be embodied as instructions on a computet-
readable medium such as RAM, ROM, NVRAM,
EEPROM, FLASH memory, magnetic data storage media,
optical data storage media, or the like. The instructions may
be executed to support one or more aspects of the function-
ality described in this disclosure.

In other examples, the techniques described as being
performed by processor 30 of IMD 14 may be performed in
whole or in part by processor 50 of external device 16 or
another device. For example, processor 50 of external device
16 may receive optical signals generated by optical sensing
modules 20, 22 or an electrical signal generated by receiver
38 and determine a physiological parameter value of patient
12 based on the optical signals and/or electrical signals.

Various examples of medical systems and techniques have
been described. These and other examples are within the
scope of the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An implantable medical system comprising:

a light source configured to emit light;

an implantable optically transmissive member comprising
a waveguide comprising an optical cavity, a first seg-
ment and a second segment, the first segment optically
coupled to the light source and configured to propagate
the light emitted by the light source to a distal end of
the first segment, the distal end of the first segment
received at a first end of the waveguide so that the light
emitted by the light source and propagated from the
light source through the first segment toward the distal
end of the first segment exits the distal end of the first
segment and is received at the optical cavity, the second
segment having a proximal end received at a second
side of the waveguide, the first side of the waveguide
separated from the second side of the waveguide by the
optical cavity, wherein the first segment is physically
separated from the second segment by the optical
cavity and is optically coupled to the second segment
through at least one optical path formed through the
optical cavity:

a light dividing member positioned within the optical
cavity and configured to divide the light from the light
source received at the optical cavity through the first
segment into at least a first portion and a second
portion, wherein the light dividing member comprises
at least one surface within the optical cavity that
occludes a first portion of the optical cavity and is
configured to direct the first portion of the light, and
wherein a second portion of the optical cavity is
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unobstructed by the light dividing member, the second
portion of the optical cavity comprising the at least one
optical path between the first segment and the second
segment through the optical cavity for the second
portion of light:

a first sensing module optically coupled to the first and
second segments of the optically transmissive member,
the first sensing module configured to receive the first
portion of light and generate a first optical signal; and

a second sensing module optically coupled to the second
segment of the optically transmissive member, the
second sensing module configured to receive only the
second portion of the light and generate a second
optical signal,

wherein the first sensing module and the second sensing
module are configured to modulate one or more prop-
erties of the first and second portions of light as a
function of one or more physiological parameters of a
patient.

2. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein the
light dividing member comprises a first light dividing mem-
ber, the system further comprising a second light dividing
member that divides the second portion of the light into at
least a third portion and at least a fourth portion, wherein the
second sensing module is configured to receive the third
portion of the light.

3. The implantable medical system of claim 2, further
comprising a third sensing module optically coupled to the
optically transmissive member, wherein the optically trans-
missive member is configured to guide the fourth portion of
the light toward the third sensing module.

4. The implantable medical system of claim 1, further
comprising a receiver configured to receive the first optical
signal and the second optical signal and generate electrical
signals based on the first and second optical signals, and a
processor configured to determine a physiological parameter
value of the patient based on at least one of the first or
second optical signals.

5. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein the
at least one surface of the light dividing member further
comprises a reflective surface configured to direct the first
portion of the light from the optical cavity to the first sensing
module.

6. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein the
first sensing module comprises a first light filter configured
to filter a first wavelength of light from the first portion of
the light, wherein the first optical signal comprises the first
wavelength of light, and wherein the second sensing module
comprises a second light filter configured to filter a second
wavelength of light from the second portion of the light,
wherein the second optical signal comprises the second
wavelength of light.

7. The implantable medical system of claim 6, wherein the
first and second wavelengths of light are the same.

8. The implantable medical system of claim 6, wherein the
first and second wavelengths of light are different.

9. The implantable medical system of claim 6, wherein at
least one of the first or second light filters comprises a
diffuse reflective surface.

10. The implantable medical system of claim 6, wherein
at least one of the first or second light filters comprises an
optical material disposed within the first or second sensing
modules.

11. The implantable medical system of claim 1, further
comprising a receiver configured to receive a third optical
signal and extract the first and second optical signals from
the third optical signal.
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12. The implantable medical system of claim 11, wherein
the first and second optical signals comprise different wave-
lengths of light, wherein the receiver is configured to extract
the first and second optical signals from the third optical
signal based on known wavelengths of light of the first and
second optical signals.

13. The implantable medical system of claim 5, wherein
the reflective surface comprises a gold or aluminum surface.

14. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein
the first sensing module, the second sensing module, or both
the first and second sensing modules comprises a sensing
element that modulates at least one of an amplitude, wave-
length, phase, frequency or velocity of the light to generate
at least one of the first or second optical signals.

15. The implantable medical system of claim 14, wherein
the sensing element comprises a deflectable member, a
resonating beam, or a combination of the deflectable mem-
ber and the resonating beam.

16. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein
the first sensing module comprises a first optical resonance
sensor configured to modulate a frequency of the first
portion of the light, the second sensing module comprises a
second optical resonance sensor configured to modulate a
frequency of the second portion of the light, or both the first
sensing module comprises the first optical resonance sensor
and the second sensing module comprises the second optical
resonance sensor.

17. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein
the light dividing member is configured to direct the first
portion of the light toward tissue of the patient and receive
light that is emitted by the light source and reflected by
blood of the patient within the tissue, the received light
comprising the first optical signal, wherein the first optical
signal is indicative of a blood oxygen saturation level of the
patient.

18. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein
the first and second sensing modules are distributed along a
length of the optically transmissive member.

19. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein
the first sensing module is optically coupled to the first and
second segments and the second sensing module is optically
coupled to the second segment.

20. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein
the first and second optical signals change as a function of
different physiological parameters.

21. The implantable medical system of claim 1, wherein
the one or more physiological parameters comprise one or
more of: a blood pressure, a blood oxygen saturation level,
a temperature, a parameter indicative of patient movement,
acoustic vibrations, or cardiac activity.

22. A method comprising:

controlling a light source within a medical device housing

to emit light; transmitting the light through an optically
transmissive member to first and second sensing mod-
ules optically coupled to the optically transmissive
member, wherein the implantable optically transmis-
sive member comprises a waveguide comprising an
optical cavity, a first segment and a second segment, the
first segment optically coupled to the light source and
configured to propagate the light emitted by the light
source to a distal end of the first segment, the distal end
of the first segment received at first end of the wave-
guide so that the light emitted by the light source and
propagated through the first segment toward the distal
end of the first segment exits the distal end of the first
segment and is received at the optical cavity, the second
segment having a proximal end received at a second
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side of the waveguide, the first side of the waveguide
separated from the second side of the waveguide by the
optical cavity, wherein the first segment is physically
separated from the second segment by the optical
cavity and is optically coupled to the second segment
through at least one optical path formed through the
optical cavity, and

wherein the first sensing module is optically coupled to
the first and second segments of the optically transmis-
sive member, the second sensing module is optically
coupled to the second segment of the optically trans-
missive member, the light emitted by the light source
propagates through the first segment to the first sensing
module and through the first and second segments to
the second sensing module, the first sensing module
comprises a light dividing member positioned within
the optical cavity that divides the light received at the
optical cavity through the first segment into at least a
first portion and a second portion, wherein the light
dividing member comprises at least one surface within
the optical cavity that occludes a first portion of the
optical cavity and is configured to direct the first
portion of the light, and wherein a second portion of the
optical cavity is unobstructed by the light dividing
member, the second portion of the optical cavity com-
prising the at least one optical path between the first
segment and the second segment through the optical
cavity for the second portion of light,

directing, using the light dividing member and the optical
cavity, the light exiting the distal end of the first
segment so that the first sensing module receives the
first portion of the light, and the optically transmissive
member guides the second portion of the light toward
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the second sensing module, wherein the first and sec-
ond sensing modules are configured to modulate a
property of the first and second portions of light as a
function of one or more physiological parameters of a
patient;
receiving a first optical signal generated by the first
sensing module based on the first portion of the light;

receiving a second optical signal generated by the second
sensing module based on the second portion of the
light; and

determining a physiological parameter value of a patient

based on at least one of the first or second optical
signals.

23. The method of claim 22, further comprising receiving
a third optical signal via the optically transmissive member
and extracting the first and second optical signals from the
third optical signal.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the first and second
optical signals comprise different wavelengths of light,
wherein extracting the first and second optical signals from
the third optical signal comprises extracting the first and
second optical signals from the third optical signal based on
known wavelengths of light of the first and second optical
signals.

25. The method of claim 22, wherein the first and second
optical signals change as a function of different physiologi-
cal parameters.

26. The method of claim 22, wherein the one or more
physiological parameters comprise one or more of a blood
pressure, a blood oxygen saturation level, a temperature, or
a parameter indicative of patient movement, acoustic vibra-
tions, or cardiac activity.
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