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1
DYNAMIC HEART RATE THRESHOLD FOR
NEUROLOGICAL EVENT DETECTION

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to methods and
devices for detection of medical events and, more particu-
larly, to algorithms for detection of such medical events based
at least in part on the heart rate of a patient. The medical event
may be an epileptic seizure or an increased risk of an epileptic
seizure.

BACKGROUND

Medical devices (MDs) have been used to detect events
associated with a range of medical conditions. Upon a posi-
tive event detection, MDs may provide a range of responsive
actions such as logging or recording, warning, providing
treatment, or summoning assistance. MDs may be implant-
able, external, or may include both implantable and external
components.

For epilepsy patients, MDs having seizure detection algo-
rithms have been proposed. Detection may be based upon
autonomic and/or neurologic data from the patient. Treatment
therapies may be initiated in response to detection to prevent,
terminate, or reduce the severity of seizures in patients with
epilepsy, and may include, eg., drug infusion via an
implanted pump, and electrical stimulation therapies such as
deep brain stimulation (DBS) or vagus nerve stimulation
(VNS).

Electrical stimulation therapies applied in response to
detection of aseizureis referred to as closed-loop stimulation.
Open-loop stimulation, in contrast, the electrical signal is
applied to the target tissue according to specified parameters
for a defined period of time (e.g., 30 seconds), referred to as
the on-time, after which the electrical signal ceases for a
defined period of time (e.g., 5 minutes), referred to as the
off-time. In addition to open-loop and closed-loop stimula-
tion, some MDs allow stimulation to be initiated manually by
a patient or caregiver (e.g., by a magnet signal provided
transcutaneously 1o an IMD). Combinations of open-loop,
closed-loop and manual stimulation may also be permitted.

Algorithms to detect epileptic seizures (or an increased risk
of aseizure, either or both of which may constitute a “seizure
event”) have been proposed based upon one or more cardiac
parameters such as heart rate or heart rate variability. See,
e.g., US. Pat. No. 5,928,272, U.S. Pat. No. 6,341,236, U.S.
Pat. No. 6,671,556, U.S. Pat. No. 6,961,618, U.S. Pat. No.
6,768,969, U S. application Ser. No. 12/770,562, U.S. appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/771,727, and U.S. application Ser. No.
12/771,783, which are hereby incorporated herein by refer-
ence. Current detection algorithms, however, have unaccept-
ably high rates of false positive detections (i.e., detecting a
seizure event when no seizure has occurred) and false nega-
tives. There is a need for improved algorithms having both
greater sensitivity (ability to detect seizures) and specificity
(detecting only seizure events).

SUMMARY

In accordance with the present disclosure, the disadvan-
tages and problems associated with prior cardiac-based sei-
zure detection algorithms have been substantially reduced or
eliminated.

In some embodiments, a method comprises sensing a time
of beat sequence of a patient’s heart and processing said time
of beat sequence with a medical device to identify a change in
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2

heart rate of a patient from a first heart rate to a second heart
rate. The method may continue by determining with the medi-
cal device at least one of a) a ratio of the second heart rate to
the first heart rate and b) a difference between the second
heart rate and the first heart rate. The method also comprises
determining with the medical device at least one of a) a
dynamic ratio threshold for the ratio and b) a dynamic differ-
ence threshold for the difference, wherein the at least one
threshold is based upon the first heart rate. In one embodi-
ment, the method may include comparing at least oneofa) the
ratio to the dynamic ratio threshold and b) the difference to
the dynamic difference threshold. The method may also
include detecting a neurologic event when at least one of a)
the ratio exceeds the dynamic ratio threshold and b) the dif-
ference exceeds the dynamic difference threshold. In another
embodiment, the method may include initiating at least one
responsive action selected from logging at least one of the
occurrence, time of occurrence, or a severity measure of the
neurological event, issuing a warning of the neurological
event, issuing an alarm, initiating a responsive therapy to treat
the neurologic event, sending an email to at least one of the
patient, a caregiver, a responder, and a physician.

In other embodiments, an article of manufacture may com-
prise a computer-readable storage medium having program-
ming configured to cause processing circuitry to perform
processing including the methods described herein.

In other embodiments, an apparatus comprises at least one
sensor configured to sense a time of beat sequence of a
patient’s heart. The apparatus may further comprise a medical
device having a heart rate determination module configured
to identify from the time of beat sequence a change in heart
rate of the patient from a first heart rate to a second heart rate.
The medical device also includes a parameter determination
module configured to determine at least one of 1) aratio of the
second heart rate to the first heart rate and 2) a difference
between the second heart rate and the first heart rate. The
medical device may also include a dynamic threshold deter-
mination module configured to determine at least one of 1) a
dynamic ratio threshold for the ratio and 2) a dynamic differ-
ence threshold for the difference, wherein the at least one
threshold is based upon the first heart rate. The medical device
may additionally include a comparison module configured to
compare at least one of 1) the ratio to the dynamic ratio
threshold and 2) the difference to the dynamic difference
threshold and a neurologic event detection module configured
to detect a neurologic event when at least one of 1) the ratio
exceeds the dynamic ratio threshold and 2) the difference
exceeds the dynamic difference threshold

The present disclosure provides various technical advan-
tages. Various embodiments may have none, some, or all of
these advantages. One advantage is that the disclosed medical
device (MD) may be configured to determine a dynamic
threshold for reducing errors in detecting seizure events. The
MD may determine the dynamic threshold based at least in
part on an activity level of the patient. When a typical person
is engaged in a sedentary activity such as sleeping, merely
standing up may cause a significant increase in heart rate. To
avoid false positive and/or negative seizure event detections,
the MD may be configured to determine when the patient is
engaged in a sedentary activity. At such times, the MD may
apply a relatively high dynamic threshold for indicating the
occurrence of a seizure event.

The MD may be further configured to determine when a
person is engaged in a strenuous activity. When a typical
person is engaged in a strenuous activity such as running, a
relatively high amount of additional effort is required to cause
even a moderate increase in heart rate. To increase the respon-
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siveness of the MD at such times, the MD may be configured
to apply a relatively low dynamic threshold when the patient
is engaged in a strenuous activity. Thus, the determination of
the MD regarding detection of seizure events may be more
accurate than in traditional medical devices.

Other advantages of the present disclosure will be readily
apparent to one skilled in the art from the description and the
appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure and its advantages, reference is now made to the follow-
ing description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate medical treatment systems,
according to certain embodiments;

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate various components of a medi-
cal device, according to certain embodiments;

FIGS. 3A and 3B illustrate patient profiles stored in
memory in an implantable medical device, according to cer-
tain embodiments; and

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart for a method of delivering an
electrical signal to a cranial nerve of a patient, according to
certain embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Without being bound by theory, it is believed that one
factor contributing to poor performance of existing seizure
detection algorithms is the failure of existing algorithms to
take into account the physical activity levels of the patient in
distinguishing between seizure activity and non-seizure
activity. For example, changes in heart rate when the patient
is relatively inactive (e.g., sleeping, or awake but relatively
inactive) may have a significantly different meaning in terms
of whether a seizure event has occurred (and whether, e.g., an
event should be logged and/or closed-loop stimulation should
be initiated), compared to periods when the patient is active
but not experiencing a seizure (e.g., climbing a flight of stairs
or exercising). Because qualitative information indicative of
the patient’s precise physical activity level is generally
unavailable, many proposed algorithms may either errone-
ously detect a seizure event (and log or initiate treatment)
when there is no seizure, or may fail to detect a seizure when
it occurs (a false negative), or both.

FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate a medical treatment system 10,
according to certain embodiments. System 10 may be con-
figured to detect the occurrence of epileptic seizures, or an
elevated risk of a seizure, experienced by a patient 12, and to
take one or more responsive actions to the detection. Respon-
sive actions may include, by way of nonlimiting examples:
logging the occurrence and/or time of occurrence of the sei-
zure; providing a warning, alarm or alert to the patient, a
caregiver or a health care provider; providing a therapy to
prevent, abort, and/or reduce the severity and/or duration of
the seizure; assessing one or more patient parameters such as
awareness or responsiveness during the seizure; assessing the
severity of the seizure, identifying the end of the seizure; and
assessing the patient’s post-ictal impairment or recovery
from the seizure. Providing the warning, alarm or alert may
include, for example, sending an email or another type of
remote alert or notification to the patient, a caregiver, a
responder, a physician, or a combination thereof.

Referring to the embodiment of FIG. 14, system 10 may
prevent and/or reduce seizures by providing a therapy in
response to the detection event. In one embodiment, the
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therapy may comprise applying a closed-loop electrical sig-
nal to a neural structure of patient 12. System 10 may be
configured to transmit the electrical signal in response to
changes ina physiological parameter of patient 12 such as, for
example, a change in the heart rate of patient 12. Referring to
the embodiment of FIG. 1B, system 10 may detect a seizure
event and initiate one or more responsive actions such as
logging the occurrence and/or time of the seizure event,
recording one or more body parameters before, during or after
the event, assess the severity of the seizure event, warn or
provide alarms to the patient and/or a caregiver, and take other
actions to ensure the safety of the patient. In some embodi-
ments, system 10 may be configured to dynamically adjust
the seizure detection threshold in a cardiac-based seizure
detection algorithm based at least in part on the current activ-
ity level of patient 12. Providing a dynamic, heart rate based
threshold for seizure detection may result in fewer false posi-
tive detections and an enhanced accuracy for detecting actual
seizures and not detecting as seizures heart rate changes that
are unrelated to seizures.

Referring again to FIG. 1A, a dynamic threshold may
increase the likelihood of system 10 transmitting the electri-
cal signal in response to an actual seizure, and of avoiding
transmitting the electrical signal in response to exertional or
other non-seizure tachycardia or bradycardia. System 10 may
comprise a medical device (MD) 14, such as the implantable
medical device (IMD) shown in FIG. 1A, one or more leads
16, one or more stimulators 18, one or more sensors 20, and a
programming system 22.

MD 14 may represent any of a variety of medical devices.
In some embodiments, MD 14 comprises a neurostimulator
for stimulating a neural structure in patient 12. MD 14 may be
configured to stimulate any suitable neural structure such as,
forexample, a cranial nerve 24. Examples of cranial nerves 24
include, but are not limited to, the vagus nerve, cranial acces-
sory nerve, olfactory nerve, optic nerve, oculomotor nerve,
trochlear nerve, trigeminal nerve, abducens nerve, facial
nerve, vestibulocochlear nerve, glossopharyngeal nerve,
hypoglossal nerve, and branches of the foregoing. Although
MD 14 is described in FIG. 1A below in terms of vagus nerve
stimulation (VNS), MD 14 may be applied to the stimulation
of other cranial nerves 24 and/or other neural tissue such as,
for example, one or more peripheral nerves, brain structures,
spinal nerves, and/or other spinal structures of patient 12.

In some embodiments, MD 14 may be coupled to one or
more leads 16. Each lead 16 may comprise a conductive wire
(e.g., metallic wire) configured to communicate electrical
signals between MD 14 and one or more electrodes. In some
embodiments, lead 16 has a proximal end that is coupled to
MD 14 as well as a distal end thatis coupled to a stimulator 18
and/or a sensor 20. One or more anchor tethers 26 may be
incorporated in certain embodiments to couple lead 16 to a
tissue structure (e.g., cranial nerve 24) in patient 12. In addi-
tion one or more fasteners 27 may be any suitable device for
attaching lead 16 to a tissue structure by, e.g., sutures. Anchor
tether(s) 26 and fastener(s) 27 may be positioned to reduce or
prevent the strain associated with patient movement from
being transmitted to lead 16 or stimulator 18.

The distal end of lead 16 may be coupled to stimulator 18
and/or sensor 20. Stimulator 18 may comprise any suitable
device for delivering an electrical signal from MD 14 to
cranial nerve 24. In some embodiments, stimulator 18 com-
prises one or more electrodes that deliver electrical current to
atarget tissue such as, for example, cranial nerve 24 of patient
12. Stimulator 18 may be kept in contact with cranial nerve 24
by using one or more anchor tethers 26 and/or fasteners 27.
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System 10 may comprise any suitable number of stimulators
18 communicatively coupled to MD 14.

As explained above, the distal end of one or more leads 16
may be coupled to one or more sensors 20. Sensor 20 may
comprise any suitable device for sensing a physiological
parameter of patient 12. For example, sensor 20 may be
attached to cardiovascular tissue 28 in patient 12 (e.g., the
heart) to sense the time of beat sequence of the heart of patient
12. “Time of beat sequence’” may refer to a series of times-
tamps associated with a measured fiducial point (e.g., an R
wave peak, a P wave peak, a T wave peak, etc.) in the cardiac
cycle of the patient. A series of sequential timestamps for a
fiducial point, such a the R wave peak, may be used in a
medical device processor to derive a variety of cardiac param-
eters such as heart rate, heart rate variability, etc. Heart rate
may be determined on an instantaneous basis from the imme-
diately preceding 2 fiducial points, or as a median or average
heart rate for a window, such as a time window (e.g., 5
seconds, 30 seconds, or 300 seconds), or a number-of-beats
window (e.g., 3 beats, 5 beats, 30 beats, or 300 beats). In
addition, or alternatively, sensor 20 may be attached to tissue
in patient 12 to detect blood pressure, blood sugar. blood pH,
blood oxygen level, blood CO2 level, body movement,
breathing, pupillary dilation, brain electrical activity and/or
any suitable physiological parameter of patient 12.

In some embodiments, sensor 20 may comprise one or
more electrodes configured to sense electrical activity in the
body of patient 12 (e.g., a voltage indicative of cardiac activ-
ity or brain wave activity). In addition, or alternatively, sensor
20 may comprise a pressure transducer, an acoustic element,
a photonic element (e.g., light emitting or absorbing ele-
ment), and/or any suitable element configured to provide a
sensing signal representative of a physiological body param-
eter. In some embodiments, sensor 20 may be a heart rate
sensor, a body movement sensor (e.g., a triaxial accelerom-
eter and/or a gyroscope), a blood pH sensor, a blood pressure
sensor, and/or a blood sugar sensor. Sensor 20 may be kept in
contact with the target tissue in patient 12 in some embodi-
ments by one or more fasteners 27. MD 14 may be coupled via
leads 16 to any suitable number and combination of sensors
20.

Any of avariety of suitable techniques may be employed to
run lead 16 from an implantable device through the body of
patient 12 to an attachment point such as cranial nerve 24 or
cardiovascular tissue 28 of patient 12. In some embodiments,
an electrode or electrode pair may function both as a stimu-
lator 18 and a sensor 20. In certain embodiments, the outer
surface of MD 14 itself may be electrically conductive and
may function as a sensor 20. See, for example, U.S. Pat. No.
5,928,272.

Referring to the embodiment of FIG. 1B, system 10 may
allow notification and/or tracking of detection events. System
10 may detect a seizure event and initiate one or more respon-
sive actions such as logging the occurrence and/or time of the
seizure event, recording one or more body parameters before,
during or after the event, assess the severity of the seizure
event, warn or provide alarms to the patient and/or a caregiver,
and take other actions to ensure the safety of the patient. In
some embodiments, system 10 may be configured to dynami-
cally adjust the seizure detection threshold in a cardiac-based
seizure detection algorithm based at least in part on the cur-
rent activity level of patient 12. Providing a dynamic, heart
rate based threshold for seizure detection may result in fewer
false positive detections and an enhanced accuracy for detect-
ing actual seizures and not detecting as seizures heart rate
changes that are unrelated to seizures. MD 14 in system 10 of
FIG. 1B may comprise an external medical device (IMD),
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such as an external heart rate monitor, perhaps associated
with patient 12 by using a chest harness, an electronic patch
configured to detect heart rate, or the like.

System 10 in FIGS. 1A and 1B may comprise a program-
ming system 22 configured to communicate with MD 14.
Programming system 22 may be configured to generally
monitor the performance of MD 14. In some embodiments,
programming system 22 downloads programming informa-
tion into MD 14, uploads from MD 14 physiological infor-
mation collected by sensors 20, and/or alters the operation of
MD 14 as desired. In some embodiments, programming sys-
tem 22 may cause MD 14 to perform one or more calibration
processes. Programming system 22 may comprise a com-
puter 30 and a wand 32.

Computer 30 may comprise any suitable processing device
such as, for example, a personal computer, personal digital
assistant (PDA), smart phone, and/or other suitable comput-
ing device. Computer 30 may be coupled to wand 32 by a
wired and/or wireless connection. Wand 32 may represent
any suitable interface device that allows computer 30 to com-
municate with MD 14. In some embodiments, wand 32 may
be integral with computer 30. When placed in proximity to
patient 12, wand 32 may wirelessly upload and/or download
information to/from MD 14. In some embodiments, wand 32
may recharge the battery of MD 14 when placed in proximity
to patient 12. In external embodiments (FIG. 1B) or in
implantable embodiments incorporating data transmission in
the Medical Implant Communication Service (MICS) band,
wand 32 may be omitted and communication between com-
puter 30 and MD 14 may occur without wand 32. Represen-
tative techniques for communicating between MD 14 and
programming system 22 are disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,304,
206 and U.S. Pat. No. 5,235,980, both of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

In some embodiments (FIG. 1A), it may be desirable to
apply an electrical signal to cranial nerve 24 of patient 12
when patient 12 is about to experience and/or is experiencing
a seizure. Such an electrical signal may prevent, interrupt, or
reduce the severity of the seizure. It has been observed that a
seizure is often preceded and/or accompanied by an increase
in the heart rate of patient 12. In operation, MD 14 may
monitor the heart rate of patient 12 and, in response to a
change in heart rate, MD 14 may apply an electrical signal to
cranial nerve 24. In addition, or alternatively, an external
device (e.g., computer 30) may monitor the heart rate of
patient 12 and, in response to a change in heart rate, may
cause MD 14 to apply an electrical signal to cranial nerve 24
of patient 12.

Whether a change in heart rate is indicative of an actual
seizure may depend on the activity level of patient 12. When
a typical person is engaged in a sedentary activity such as
sleeping, minor changes in activity level, such as merely
standing up, may cause a significant increase in heart rate. To
avoid detecting such non-ictal cardiac changes as a seizure,
MD 14 may be configured to dynamically determine a rela-
tively high threshold for identifying a seizure event when
patient 12 is engaged in a sedentary activity. Conversely,
when the patient is engaged in a strenuous activity such as
running, a relatively high amount of additional effort is
required to cause even a moderate increase in heart rate. Thus,
to increase the accuracy of identifying seizures, MD 14 may
be configured to dynamically determine a relatively low
threshold for identifying a seizure event when patient 12 is
engaged in a strenuous activity. As explained below with
respect to FIG. 3A, when patient 12 experiences a heart rate
change that is greater than and/or equal to the dynamic thresh-
old, MD 14 may indicate that a seizure event has occurred,
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and may in response apply an electrical signal to cranial nerve
24 in order to prevent, interrupt, and/or reduce the severity of
a seizure.

FIG. 2A illustrates various components of MD 14, accord-
ing to certain embodiments. MD 14 is generally operable to
detect an epileptic seizure event based on the heart rate of a
patient 12. MD 14 may comprise a controller 36, a responsive
action unit 38, a detection unit 40, a communication unit 42,
and a power supply 46. Responsive action unit 38 may com-
prise hardware and/or firmware to initiate one or more of
responsive actions such as alarms, warnings, seizure severity
measurement determinations, logging/recording information
related to the seizure, or therapies such as electrical stimula-
tion applied via electrodes or other stimulators. An optional
electrode selection unit 44 may be provided in some embodi-
ments for applying an electrical signal to a cranial nerve 24 of
the patient. In some embodiments, one or more of the fore-
going components may be implanted, while in other embodi-
ments portions or all of the components may be external.

Controller 36 in MD 14 is generally operable to control
various aspects of the operation of MD 14. MD 14 may
receive body data signals from sensors into detection unit 40
for processing under the control of controller 36. Detection
unit 40 may detect a seizure event associated with changes in
the patient’s heart rate by an algorithm comparing one or
more heart rate parameters to a dynamic threshold. In some
embodiments, controller 36 may cause responsive action unit
38 to initiate one or more responsive actions such as genet-
ating a warning or alarm to a patient or caregiver; determining
and recording or logging a time of the seizure, a duration of
the seizure, one or more seizure severity measures; and deter-
mination and recording other seizure metrics or autonomic/
neurologic events associated with the seizure event detected.
In some embodiments, such as shown in FIG. 2A, responsive
action unit 38 may initiate delivery of an electrical signal to
target tissues in order to treat a detected seizure event. Con-
troller 36 may cause the electrical signal to be generated and
delivered based at least in part on internal calculations and
programming. In addition, or alternatively, controller 36 may
receive and respond to manual instructions from a patient or
caregiver. In some embodiments, controller 36 comprises a
processor 48 and a memory 50.

Processor 48 may comprise one or more microcontrollers,
microprocessors, and/or other suitable hardware capable of
executing various software components. Processor 48 may be
communicatively coupled to memory 50.

Memory 50 may comprise one or more tangible, computer-
readable media that are generally operable to store any suit-
able type and/or combination of data such as, for example,
internal data instructions, external data instructions, software
codes, status data, and/or diagnostic data. Memory 50 may
comprise random access memory (RAM), dynamic random
access memory (DRAM), electrically erasable program-
mable read-only memory (EEPROM), flash memory, and/or
any suitable type and/or combination of memory devices. In
some embodiments, memory 50 may store one or more
patient profiles 52.

Patient profile 52 may comprise historical and/or current
data associated with the treatment of patient 12, and/or his-
torical data for other patient groups or cohorts. In some
embodiments, profile 52 comprises historical and/or current
data reflecting the heart rate of patient 12 and/or other patients
at various times. Profile 52 may comprise one or more instruc-
tions (e.g., charts, algorithms, graphs, and/or look-up tables)
that specify when MD 14 should detect a seizure event and
initiate a responsive action. Memory 50 may store any suit-
able number of profiles 52.
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In some embodiments, MD 14 comprises a responsive
action unit 38 that is communicatively coupled to controller
36. Responsive action unit 38 may initiate any of a variety of
responsive actions. In one embodinent, the responsive action
unit may log one or more timestamps, set one or more flags,
and initiate a real-time storage sequence of body data of the
patient. The responsive action unit may comprise one or more
sub-modules to analyze body data before and/or after the
detection event to determine and store one or more seizure
metrics associated with the seizure event. In one embodiment,
the responsive action unit may comprise a seizure severity
sub-module to determine an indication of seizure severity,
which may include one or more parameters such as the maxi-
mum heart rate of the patient following the seizure detection,
the time interval from detection of the seizure to maximum
heart rate, the time interval from the seizure detection until the
patient’s heart rate returns to its pre-ictal rate. Other seizure
metrics, such as the inter-seizure interval between the
detected seizure event and the immediately preceding sei-
zure, may also be determined and stored for later reporting.
Responsive action unit may comprise suitable circuitry for
the logging, warning and analyzing body data including,
without limitation, memory modules or sub-modules, control
logic and/or programs, look-up tables, etc. The actions per-
formed by the responsive action unit 38, or its sub-modules,
may be executed under the control of controller 36, and may
be coupled to other components of MD 14 such as detection
unit 40, discussed hereinafter.

Responsive action unit 38 may further initiate a responsive
therapy such as an electrical stimulation therapy to a cranial
nerve, and may comprise one or more sub-modules to provide
the therapy. In one embodiment, a therapy sub-module may
generate and/or transmit an electrical signal to one or more
stimulators 18 via leads 16. The therapy sub-module of
responsive action unit 38 may deliver the electrical signal to
leads 16 based upon instructions from controller 36. A
therapy sub-module of responsive action unit 38 may com-
prise any suitable circuitry such as, for example, stimulation
signal generators, impedance controllers (e.g., circuitry to
control the impedance “seen” by leads 16), and/or other suit-
able circuitry that receives instructions relating to the delivery
of the electrical signal to tissue. In some embodiments,
responsive action unit 38 may be configured to deliver a
controlled current electrical signal over leads 16.

In addition, or alternatively, MD 14 may comprise a detec-
tion unit 40 that is communicatively coupled to controller 36.
Detection unit 40 is generally operable to detect and/or deter-
mine one or more physiological parameters of patient 12. For
example, detection unit 40 may detect physiological param-
eters relevant to a medical condition such as, for example,
epilepsy or depression. In some embodiments, detection umt
40 may detect the cardiac time of beat sequence of patient 12.
Forexample, sensors 20 in proximity to the heart of patient 12
may transmit to detection unit 40 one or more signals asso-
ciated with the cardiac cycle of patient 12, such as a sequence
of R-wave detections from which heart rate and other cardiac
parameters (e.g., heart rate variability calculations) may be
determined. An “R-wave” refers to the peak of the upward
deflection of the QRS complex in an electrocardiogram.
Detection unit 40 may comprise any suitable hardware, soft-
ware, and/or firmware configured to detect and/or interpret
signals associated with physiological parameters of patient
12. Detection unit 40 may also comprise software for detec-
tion of an epileptic seizure event, which may comprise an
actual seizure and/or an elevated risk of an imminent seizure.
In some embodiments, in response to information collected
by detection unit 40, MD 14 may cause responsive action unit
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38 to initiate a responsive action such as logging, analyzing or
providing a therapy to patient 12. In addition, or alternatively,
detection unit 40 may detect and monitor quality of life indi-
cation(s), seizure frequency parameter(s), seizure character-
istic parameter(s), side effect parameter(s), brain-activity
parameter(s), depression score parameters, and/or medica-
tion dosage parameter(s) associated with patient 12.

FIG. 2B shows further detail of detection unit 40 according
to one embodiment, though other embodiments are possible
where at least some of the modules shown are notin detection
unit 40 and/or additional modules not shown are included.
Detection unit 40 in FIG. 2B includes a heart rate determina-
tion module 74 configured to identify from the time of beat
sequence a change in heart rate of the patient from a first heart
rate to a second heart rate. Detection unit 40 also includes a
parameter determination module 76 configured to determine
at least one of 1) a ratio of the second heart rate to the first
heart rate and 2) a difference between the second heart rate
and the first heart rate. Detection unit 40 further includes a
dynamic threshold determination module 78 configured to
determine at least one of 1) a dynamic ratio threshold for the
ratio and 2) a dynamic difference threshold for the difference,
wherein the at least one threshold is based upon the first heart
rate. Detection unit 40 still further includes a comparison
module 80 configured to compare atleast oneof 1) the ratio to
the dynamic ratio threshold and 2) the difference to the
dynamic difference threshold. Detection unit 40 additionally
includes a neurologic event detection module 82 configured
to detect a neurologic event when at least one of 1) the ratio
exceeds the dynamic ratio threshold and 2) the difference
exceeds the dynamic difference threshold.

MD 14 may comprise a communication unit 42 communi-
catively coupled to controller 36. Communication unit 42
may comprise any suitable hardware, software, and/or firm-
ware configured to facilitate communications between MD
14 and a programming system, (e.g., programming system 22
shown in FIG. 1). In a particular embodiment, communica-
tion unit 42 may permit the transmission and reception of
electronic signals to and from processor 48 and/or wand 32.
As explained above, an operator of system 10 may use pro-
cessing system to download information from MD 14, upload
information to MD 14, configure treatment parameters stored
in MD 14, and/or modify instructions in MD 14 that govern
the responsive action unit 38.

In some embodiments, MD 14 may comprise an electrode
selection unit 44 that is communicatively coupled to control-
ler 36. Electrode selection unit 44 may direct an electrical
signal to one or more of a plurality of stimulators 18 that are
operationally coupled to various portions of cranial nerve 24
of patient 12. For example, in embodiments where cranial
nerve 24 is the vagus nerve, electrode selection unit 44 may
direct an electrical signal to the left vagus main trunk, the
right vagus main trunk, both the left and right vagus main
trunks, and/or a branch of the left and/or right vagus nerves. In
addition, or alternatively, electrode selection unit 44 may
“steer” the electrical pulse to particular nerve axons within
the main vagus nerve trunk by selecting particular electrodes
from among a plurality of stimulators 18 coupled to portions
of the vagus nerve. In this way, MD 14 may target a prede-
termined portion of the vagus nerve. Responsive to one or
more parameters determined by detection unit 40, electrode
selection unit 44 may provide an electrical signal capable of
generating afferent action potentials, efferent action poten-
tials, blocking afferent potentials, and/or a combination of the
foregoing effects. Electrode selection unit 44 may comprise
any suitable hardware, software, and/or firmware configured
to perform the foregoing functions and/or operations.
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Controller 36 in MD 14 may be communicatively coupled
to a power supply 46. Power supply 46 may comprise any
suitable components (e.g., battery, voltage regulators, capaci-
tors, etc.) to provide power for the operation of MD 14. Power
supply 46 may provide power for the generation and/or deliv-
ery of an electrical signal to cranial nerve 24 via responsive
action unit 38. Power supply 46 may comprise a power source
that, in some embodiments, is rechargeable. In other embodi-
ments, power supply 46 may comprise a non-rechargeable
power source. In some embodiments, power supply 46 com-
prises a lithium/thionyl chloride cell and/or a lithium/carbon
monofluoride (LiCFx) cell. It should be understood, however,
that other suitable battery types may be used.

FIG. 3A illustrates an illustrative and non-limiting patient
profile 52 according to one embodiment. Profile 52 may be
stored in memory 50 in MD 14. According to certain embodi-
ments. MD 14 may use information stored in profile 52 to
determine a dynamic threshold for detecting an onset or
imminent onset of an epileptic seizure. In some embodi-
ments, MD 14 determines (e.g., in detection unit 40, FIGS.
2A and 2B) a foreground heart rate 54 of patient 12 in a
short-term window, and a background heart rate 56 of patient
12 in a long-term window. The windows may be time or
number-of-beats windows, and at least a portion of the long-
term window occurs prior to the short-term window. At least
the short-term window may end in a present time. In addition,
in some embodiments, profile 52 may also store a maximum
heart rate 58 of patient 12, one or more dynamic thresholds
34, and/or one or more trigger factors 60.

The foreground heart rate 54 of patient 12 generally refers
to the heart rate of patient 12 in a short-term window. In some
embodiments, this may comprise an instantaneous heart rate
determined from the immediately preceding two R-wave
detections, e.g., HRst=60/(RRI), where HRst is short-term
heart rate and RR1 s the R-R interval determined from the two
most recent R-wave detections. In other embodiments, a
short-term window (e.g., 5 seconds) may be used and a sta-
tistical measure ofcentral tendency (e.g., median or mean) for
the short-term window may be used as the short-term heart
rate. Use of a short-term window instead of an instantaneous
heart rate as the foreground heart rate measure may smooth
the heart rate and improve accuracy by removing rapid fluc-
tuations from providing erroneous detection events.

As explained above, MD 14 may monitor and store in
memory 50 the time of beat sequence of each heartbeat of
patient 12. Using this information, MD 14 may determine the
foreground heart rate 54 of patient 12 based at least in part on
the timing of the most recent heartbeats of patient 12. For
example, MD 14 may determine the foreground heart rate 54
based at least in part on the frequency of the most recent five
heartbeats, the most recent ten heartbeats, the beats occurring
in the most recent five-second or ten-second moving window,
and/or other suitable short-term window. MD 14 may con-
tinuously update the foreground heart rate 54.

In addition to the foreground heart rate 54, MD 14 may
determine and store a background heart rate 56 of patient 12
in profile 52. The background heart rate 56 may represent a
statistical measure of central tendency (e.g., median, average)
of heart rate for patient 12 over a longer period of time than
the foreground heart rate, and at least a portion of the back-
ground heart rate window occurs priorto the foreground heart
rate window. In one embodiment, the background window is
a window immediately preceding the foreground window. In
one exemplary embodiment, the background heart rate 56 of
patient 12 at any given time represents the average heart rate
of patient 12 over the preceding two minutes. In other
embodiments, the background heart rate 56 represents the



US 9,402,550 B2

11

median heart rate of the immediately preceding 500 R-R
intervals. Any suitable period of time may be used for calcu-
lating the background heart rate 56, so long as the background
time petiod is longer than the foreground time period and
includes at least a portion of time preceding the foreground
window. The background window may occur entirely prior to
the foreground window in some embodiments, although in
other embodiments the background window may ovetlap at
least a portion of the foreground window.

In some embodiments, the background heart rate 56 rep-
resents the average heart rate of patient 12 during a period
comprising a programmable number of heartbeats or a pro-
grammable time window. For example, the background heart
rate 56 may represent the median heart rate during the most
recent three hundred heartbeats (i.e., R-R intervals). In some
embodiments, weighting techniques such as exponential for-
getting may be used to determine the background heart rate
for the background window. As another example, the back-
ground heart rate 56 may represent the average (mean) heart
rate occurring in the most recent five hundred seconds, or in
the most recent 500 seconds preceding the foreground win-
dow. In some embodiments, the background heart rate 56 may
be determined based at least in part on a time interval that
varies as the heart rate of patient 12 changes.

In some embodiments, profile 52 comprises the maximum
heart rate 58 of patient 12. The maximum heart rate 58 may
represent an approximation of the maximum rate at which the
heart of patient 12 is able to beat in non-pathological condi-
tions. For example, the maximum heart rate 58 may represent
the heart rate of patient 12 when he/she is exerting maximum
physical effort. The maximum heart rate 58 may be deter-
mined by a caregiver of patient 12 prior to and/or after MD 14
is implanted in patient 12. From time to time, and as the
physical conditioning of patient 12 changes, the doctor of
patient 12 may use programming system 22 to update the
maximum heart rate 58 stored in profile 52. If patient-specific
data is not available, known maximum heart rate formulas
(e.g., HRmax=220-patient age in years), may be used.

In some embodiments, profile 52 may comprise one or
more trigger factors 60. The trigger factor 60 may represent a
percentage that MD 14 uses to determine when a seizure
event has been detected. The trigger factor 60 may be a
percentage of a difference between a maximum heart rate of
the patient and the first heart rate. The percentage may be
between fifteen percent and thirty-five percent. Trigger factor
60 may be used in the calculation of dynamic threshold 34 as
described below in the discussion of FIGS. 3A and 3B. In one
embodiment, trigger factor 60 may be programmed by a
healthcare provider in order to make MD 14 more or less
responsive to changes in the foreground heart rate 54 of
patient 12 in detecting seizures. That is, as trigger factor 60
increases, it may cause dynamic threshold 34 to be less
responsive to changes in foreground heart rate 54 even though
an equation for calculating dynamic threshold remains the
same.

In some embodiments, MD 14 uses the trigger factor 60,
the maximum heart rate 58, and the background heart rate 56
of patient 12 to determine a dynamic threshold 34 for seizure
detection. MD 14 may store one or more dynamic thresholds
34 in profile 52. Dynamic threshold 34 is used to adjust the
sensitivity of a seizure detection algorithm to detect seizure
events based on changes in the patient’s level of activity, as
reflected in the background heart rate. For example, when
patient 12 is sedentary (e.g., sitting or sleeping), the back-
ground heart rate 56 of patient 12 is generally low. At such
times, because MD 14 determines the dynamic threshold 34
based at least in part on the background heart rate 56, MD 14
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may require a relatively large change in the foreground heart
rate 54 before MD 14 will detect a seizure event. Conversely,
when patient 12 is active (e.g., walking, running or swim-
ming), the background heart rate 56 of patient 12 is relatively
high. Accordingly, at such times, MD 14 may require only a
small or moderate change in the foreground heart rate 54
before detecting a seizure event.

As illustrated in FIG. 3 A, profile 52 may comprise a plu-
rality of dynamic thresholds 34 for different background
heart rates 56. Alternatively, mathematical equation relating
background heart rate and dynamic threshold may be used by
IMD 14, such as in detection unit 40, to periodically or con-
tinuously determine a dynamic threshold in real-time or near
real-time for use in a cardiac-based seizure detection algo-
rithm. An example of such an algorithm is provided in U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/770,562, where is hereby
incorporated herein in its entirety. The use of dynamic thresh-
olds as described herein may be used to reduce the false
positive and/or negative detection rates of such cardiac-based
algorithms.

It has been observed that a seizure is often preceded or
accompanied by a change (usually but not always an increase)
in the foreground heart rate 54 of patient 12. Thus, by moni-
toring the heart rate of patient 12, MD 14 may be configured
to detect a seizure in response to a significant change (typi-
cally an increase) in the foreground heart rate 54.

Whether an increase in the foreground heart rate 54 con-
stitutes a change thatis indicative of a seizure may depend on
the current activity level of patient 12. When a typical person
is engaged in a sedentary activity such as sleeping, merely
standing up may cause a significant increase in heart rate. To
avoid detecting a seizure event based on such non-seizure
transient changes in heart rate, MD 14 may be configured to
calculate a relatively high dynamic threshold 34 when patient
12 is engaged in a sedentary activity (typically associated
with a relatively low background heart rate 56).

Conversely, when a typical person is engaged in a strenu-
ous activity such as running, a relatively high amount of
additional effort is required to cause even a moderate increase
in heart rate. Thus, to increase the seizure detection accuracy
of MD 14 at such times, MD 14 may be configured to estab-
lish a relatively low dynamic threshold 34 when patient 12 is
engaged in a strenuous activity (typically associated with a
relatively high background heart rate 56).

An example from FIG. 3A illustrates certain embodiments
of the dynamic threshold 34 and how it may be determined. In
the present example, MD 14 monitors a patient 12 with a
maximum heart rate 58 of one hundred and sixty beats per
minute (160 bpm). MD 14 may store the maximum heart rate
58 for patient 12 in profile 52. In certain embodiments, a
trigger factor 60 may be used to determine dynamic threshold
values associated with particular background heart rates 56.
In the example of FIG. 3A, a trigger factor of twenty percent
is shown.

MD 14 may calculate a dynamic threshold 34 (DT) by
multiplying the trigger factor 60 (TF) by the difference
between maximum heart rate 58 (HRmax) and background
heart rate 56 (HRbg) as shown in equation 1.

DT=TF* (HRmax-HRbg) (1)

For abackground heart rate 56 of sixty beats per minute (60
bpm), the difference between the background heart rate 56
and the maximum heart rate 58 of patient 12 is one hundred
beats per minute (100 bpm). Multiplying this difference by
the trigger factor yields a dynamic threshold 34 for a back-
ground heart rate of 60 bpm of twenty beats per minute (i.e.,
DT=0.2*(160 bpm-60 bpm =20 bpm). Thus, if the patient 12
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has a background heart rate at a given time of sixty beats per
minute, and if the foreground heart rate suddenly has
increased by twenty beats per minute or more, then MD 14
will detect a seizure event in one embodiment.

In the present example, MD 14 may determine a dynamic
threshold 34 for different background heart rates 56, and may
do so in some embodiments on a real-time basis. As illus-
trated in the table of dynamic threshold values shown in FIG.
3A, as the background heart rate 56 increases, the respective
dynamic threshold 34 decreases. For example, when patient
12 is exercising, the background heart rate 56 of patient 12
may be one hundred and thirty beats per minute, in which case
the difference between the maximum heart rate 58 of patient
12 (160 bpm) and the background heart rate 56 of patient 12
(130 bpm) is thirty beats per minute (30 bpm). By multiplying
this difference between the background and the maximum
heart rates by the trigger factor 60, MD 14 may determine that
the particular dynamic threshold 34 for patient 12 in this
situation is six beats per minute (i.e., DT=0.2*(160 bpm-130
bpm)=6 bpm). Thus, if the background heart rate 56 of patient
12 at a given time is one hundred and thirty beats per minute
if the foreground HR exceeds the background HR by six beats
per minute or more, then detection unit 40 will detect a seizure
event, and responsive unit 38 will initiate one or more respon-
sive actions.

By configuring the dynamic threshold 34 for detecting a
seizure event in response to the current activity level of patient
12 (asembodied in the background HR), MD 14 may increase
the accuracy of detecting a seizure (i.e., a true positive detec-
tion) and of avoiding false positive detections of non-ictal HR
changes.

As illustrated, graph 62 in profile 52 shows that, as the
background heart rate 56 of patient 12 increases, the dynamic
threshold 34 may decrease. In graph 62, the x-axis 64 may
represent the background heart rate 56 of patient 12, and the
y-axis 66 may illustrate the dynamic threshold 34 for detect-
ing a seizure event based on the foreground and background
heart rates. Line 68 may represent the relationship between
the background heart rate 56 and the dynamic threshold 34 for
a trigger factor 60 of twenty percent. Although a linear rela-
tionship is depicted in FIG. 3A, nonlinear relationships such
as second or higher order polynomials (or nonlinear graphs/
tables) may also be used to determine dynamic thresholds
from background heart rate. Polynomials (or nonlinear
graphs/tables) may also be derived that are unique for each
patient

As explained above, priorto and/or after implanting MD 14
in patient 12, a healthcare provider may programmably deter-
mine the value of trigger factor 60 in profile 52 of patient 12.
FIG. 3B illustrates a patient profile 52 having a trigger factor
60 of thirty percent (30%), in contrast to the trigger factor of
twenty percent (20%) used in F1G. 3A. In FIG. 3B, MD 14
monitors heart rate in a patient 12 with a maximum heart rate
58 of one hundred and sixty beats per minute (160 bpm).
Using a trigger factor 60 of thirty percent (30%), MD 14 may
determine dynamic thresholds 34 based at least in part on
background heart rates 56. MD 14 is configured to calculate a
dynamic threshold 34 by multiplying the trigger factor 60 by
the difference between the background heart rate 56 and the
maximum heart rate 58 according to equation 1.

For instance, for a background heart rate 56 of sixty beats
per minute (60 bpm), MD 14 determines that the difference
between the background heart rate 56 and the maximum heart
rate 58 of patient 12 is one hundred beats per minute (100
bpm). By multiplying this difference by the trigger factor 60,
MD 14 determines that the particular dynamic threshold 34
for patient 12 in this situation is thirty beats per minute (i.e.,
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DT=0.3*(100 bpm)=30 bpm). Thus, if the background heart
rate 56 of patient 12 at a given time is sixty beats per minute
(60bpm) and if the foreground heart rate of patient 12 exceeds
ninety beats per minute (90 bpm) or more, then detection unit
40 will detect a seizure event, and response unit 38 will
initiate one or more responses as previously discussed.

Graph 70 in profile 52 shows that, as the background heart
rate 56 of patient 12 increases, the dynamic threshold 34 may
decrease. Line 72 may represent the relationship between the
background heart rate 56 and the dynamic threshold 34 for a
trigger factor 60 of thirty percent. As previously noted,
although a linear relationship between background HR and
dynamic threshold is illustrated in FIG. 3B, nonlinear math-
ematical functions and/or graphs may also express the back-
ground HR/dynamic threshold relationship.

Although the foregoing examples illustrate constant trig-
ger factors 60, it should be understood that MD 14 may be
configured to use non-constant trigger factors 60 to determine
appropriate dynamic thresholds 34. Similarly, although the
foregoing examples illustrate a particular maximum heart
rate 58 of patient 12, it should be understood that MD 14 may
be configured with any maximum heart rate 58 depending at
least in part on the physical conditioning and health of par-
ticular patients 12. In the foregoing examples, MD 14 deter-
mined dynamic thresholds 34 based at least in part on trigger
factors 60 and maximum heart rates 58. In other embodi-
ments, MD 14 may be configured to determine appropriate
dynamic thresholds 34 by referring to one or more look-up
tables that are stored in memory 50 and that are indexed based
at least in part on the maximum heart rate 58, the resting heart
rate, the foreground heart rate 54, and/or the background heart
rate 56 of patient 12.

More generally, in some embodiments, no trigger factor is
used, and the dynamic threshold may be determined directly
from a mathematical function or graph of the background
HR/dynamic threshold relationship. It will be appreciated
that, while the dynamic threshold may be a nonlinear function
of background heart rate, the detection of a seizure may be
determined from a background heart rate, a foreground heart
rate, and a dynamic threshold that is a function of the back-
ground heart rate. If an equation, graph, or look-up table
describing the relationship between the background heart rate
and a dynamic threshold (which may be a difference thresh-
oldasillustrated in FIGS. 3A and 3B or aratio threshold of the
foreground and background rates) is established—similar to
linear graphs 62 and 70 in FIGS. 3A and 3B—there is no need
for a trigger factor, and the seizure detection algorithm may
simply dynamically adjust one or both of a ratio and a differ-
ence threshold according to the value of the background heart
rate and the relationship set forth between the background HR
and the equation, graph, or table.

Accordingly, for the embodiments herein, the phrase “at
least one of aratio of the second heart rate to the first heart rate
and a difference between the second heart rate and the first
heart rate,” or the like, refers to a ratio of the second heart rate
to the first heart rate, a difference between the second heart
rate and the first heart rate, or both. Likewise, the phrase “at
least one of a dynamic ratio threshold and a dynamic differ-
ence threshold,” or the like, refers to a dynamic ratio thresh-
old, a dynamic difference threshold, or both. Also, the phrase
“at least one of a maximum heart rate and a resting heart rate,”
orthe like, refers to a maximum heart rate, a resting heart rate,
or both. Further, the phrase “at least one of a patient, a car-
egiver, a responder, and a physician,” or the like, refers to a
patient, a caregiver, a responder, a physician, or a combina-
tion thereof.
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In still other embodiments, additional information, such as
an accelerometer, may be used to confirm an exercise level of
the patient, and the need for a dynamic adjustment to a seizure
detection threshold. Although linear functions of background
HR vs. dynamic threshold are shown, more complex relation-
ships may also be determined either empirically or based on
nonlinear mathematical fanctions.

In some embodiments, MD 14 may be configured to detet-
mine the dynamic threshold 34 based at least in part on the
background heart rate 56 and the resting heart rate of patient
12. For example, MD 14 may be configured to determine the
dynamic threshold 34 based at least in part on a quotient
determined by dividing the background heart rate 56 by the
difference between the background heart rate 56 (HRbg) and
the resting heart rate (HRr) of patient 12 according to equa-
tion 2.

DT=HRbg/(HRbg-HR1r) Q

As another example, MD 14 may be configured to deter-
mine the dynamic threshold 34 based at least in part on a
quotient determined by dividing the resting heart rate by a
difference between the background heart rate 56 and the
resting heart rate according to equation 3.

DT=HRv/(HRbg-HRr) 3)

Thus, various techniques may be used to determine a
dynamic threshold 34 that decreases as the background heart
rate 56 of patient 12 increases.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart for a method of delivering
electrical pulses to cranial nerve 24 of patient 12, according to
certain embodiments. The method begins at step 402 by sens-
ing a time of beat sequence of patient 12. MD 14 may sense
the time of beat sequence via sensors 20 that are implanted in
patient 12 near his or her heart. Controller 36 in MD 14 may
store historical and/or current information associated with the
time of beat sequence in patient profile 52 in memory 50.

The method continues at step 404 by determining a fore-
ground heart rate of a patient 12. MD 14 may determine the
foreground heart rate 54 of patient 12 based at least in part on
the timing of the most recent heartbeats of patient 12 in a
short-term window (e.g., the most recent five heartbeats, the
beats in a five second moving window, etc.). The foreground
rate may be a statistical measure of central tendency of the
beats in the short-term window. MD 14 may continuously
monitor the foreground heart rate 54 of patient 12.

The method continues at step 406 by determining a back-
ground heart rate 56 of patient 12. In some embodiments, the
background heart rate 56 represents a statistical measure of
central tendency in a long-term window. In some embodi-
ments, at least a portion of the long-term window is prior to
the time period of the short-term window. In some embodi-
ments, the long-term window is programmable (e.g., the pre-
ceding two minutes, the preceding 200 heart beats, etc.). In
other embodiments, the background heart rate 56 represents
the average heart rate of patient 12 over a configurable num-
ber of heartbeats (e.g., the most recent three-hundred heart-
beats, the most recent five-hundred heartbeats, etc.). In some
embodiments, the period of time used to determine the back-
ground heart rate 56 is longer than the period of time used to
determine the foreground heart rate 54.

The method continues at step 408 by determining the dif-
ference between the background heart rate 56 and the maxi-
mum heart rate 58 of patient 12. The maximum heart rate 58
may represent an approximation of the maximum rate at
which the heart of patient 12 is able to beat. For example, the
maximum heart rate 58 may represent the heart rate of patient
12 when he/she is exerting maximum physical effort. In some
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embodiments, the maximum heart rate may simply be deter-
mined by a formula, without regard to the patient’s specific
condition. In some embodiments, the maximum heart rate
may be programmably determined by, e.g., a healthcare pro-
vider. In some embodiments, such as where a mathematical
and/or graphical relationship between dynamic threshold and
heart rate is known, step 408 may be omitted.

The method continues at step 410 by determining a
dynamic threshold 34 that is a function of the background
heart rate 56 of patient 12. In some embodiments, the
dynamic threshold 34 may also be determined based at least
in part on a trigger factor 60. In one embodiment, the dynamic
threshold is determined as a function of a trigger factor 60 and
the difference between the background heart rate 56 and at
least one of the maximum heart rate (HRmax) 58 and a resting
heart rate (HRr) of patient 12. Because MD 14 may determine
the dynamic threshold 34 based in part on the background
heart rate 56, the sensitivity of MD 14 to identifying a seizure
event based on the foreground heart rate 54 and the back-
ground rate may change as patient 12 changes his/her level of
activity.

The method continues at step 412 by determining whether
the foreground rate 54 exceeds the background heart rate 56
by more than the dynamic difference threshold (or the fore-
ground/background rate ratio exceeds the dynamic ratio
threshold) 34. If MD 14 determines at step 412 that fore-
ground heart rate 54 does not exceed the background heart
rate by more than the dynamic difference threshold (and/or
the foreground/background ratio does not exceed the
dynamic ratio threshold), the method returns to step 402.
However, ifMD 14 determines at step 412 that the foreground
heart rate 54 exceeds the background heart rate 56 by more
than the dynamic threshold 34, then a seizure event has been
detected and the method proceeds to step 414.

At step 414, MD 14 initiates one or more responsive
actions such as logging, recording, determining one or more
seizure metrics, and initiating a therapy such as an electrical
signal therapy applied to a cranial nerve 24 of patient 12 in
order to prevent and/or reduce the severity of a seizure of
patient 12. The method may then conclude. Alternatively, the
method may return to step 402 in order to continue monitor-
ing the foreground heart rate 54 of patient 12.

In an embodiment, an article of manufacture may comprise
a computer-readable storage medium having programming
configured to cause processing circuitry to perform process-
ing including the methods described herein. The processing
circuitry may be part of a medical device and may be arranged
to process data, control data access and storage, issue com-
mands, and control other desired operations. Processing cir-
cuitry may comprise circuitry configured to implement
desired programming provided by appropriate media. For
example, the processing circuitry may be implemented as one
or more of a processor and/or other structure configured to
execute executable instructions including, for example, soft-
ware and/or firmware instructions, and/or hardware circuitry.
Processing circuitry may include hardware logic, PGA,
FPGA, ASIC, state machines, and/or other structures alone or
in combination with a processor. These examples of process-
ing circuitry are for illustration and other configurations are
possible.

The storage medium may be included within a medical
device or may be present as a part of a medical device system,
and is configured to store programming such as executable
code or instructions (e.g., software and/or firmware), elec-
tronic data, databases, or other digital information and may
include processor-usable media. Processor-usable media
may be embodied in any computer program product(s) or
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article of manufacture(s) that can contain, store, or maintain
programming, data and/or digital information for use by or in
connection with an instruction execution system including
the processing circuitry. For example, suitable processor-
usable media may include physical media such as electronic,
magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared or semiconduc-
tor media. Some more specific embodiments of processor-
usable media include, but are not limited to, a portable mag-
netic computer diskette (such as a floppy diskette, zip disk,
hard drive), random access memory, read only memory, flash
memory, cache memory, and/or other configurations capable
of storing programming, data, or other digital information.

The present disclosure encompasses all changes, substitu-
tions, variations, alterations and modifications to the example
embodiments described herein that a person having ordinary
skill in the art would comprehend. Similarly, where appropri-
ate, the appended claims encompass all changes, substitu-
tions, variations, alterations, and modifications to the
example embodiments described herein that a person having
ordinary skill in the art would comprehend.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

sensing a time of beat sequence of a patient’s heart;

processing the time of beat sequence with a medical device

to identify a change in heart rate of a patient from a first
heart rate to a second heart rate;

determining with the medical device a ratio of the second

heart rate to the first heart rate;
continuously updating the first heart rate;
autonomously determining with the medical device a first
dynamic ratio threshold for the ratio based on a first
patient activity and a second dynamic ratio threshold for
the ratio based on a second patient activity;

autonomously determining with the medical device a cur-
rent dynamic ratio threshold for the ratio which is within
arange between the first dynamic ratio threshold and the
second dynamic ratio threshold, wherein the current
dynamic ratio threshold is based upon a most recently
updated window of the first heart rate;

comparing the ratio to the current dynamic ratio threshold,

and

detecting a neurologic event based on an occurrence of the

ratio exceeding the current dynamic ratio threshold.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the current dynamic
ratio threshold decreases as the first heart rate increases.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the neurologic event is
an epileptic seizure.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

initiating at least one responsive action selected from: log-

ging at least one of a neurological event occurrence, a
time of occurrence of the neurological event, or a sever-
ity measure of the neurological event; issuing a warning
of the neurological event; issuing an alarm; initiating a
responsive therapy to treat the neurologic event; and
sending an email to at least one of the patient, a car-
egiver, a responder, and a physician.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the responsive therapy
comprises applying an electrical signal to at least one cranial
nerve selected from a vagus nerve, a trigeminal nerve, a
glossopharyngeal nerve, a hypoglossal nerve, and branches
of the foregoing.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the second heart rate comprises a first statistical measure of

central tendency in a short-term window ending in a
present time; and
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the first heart rate comprises a second statistical measure of

central tendency in a time window beginning prior to a

start of the short-term window from which the second

heart rate is determined.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the current
dynamic ratio threshold is further based on the first heart rate
and a maximum heart rate of the patient.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the current
dynamic ratio threshold is further based on the first heart rate
and a resting heart rate of the patient.

9. An article of manufacture comprising a computer-read-
able non-transitory storage medium having programming
configured to cause processing circuitry to perform process-
ing including;

sensing a time of beat sequence of a patient’s heart;

processing the time of beat sequence with a medical device

to identify a change in heart rate of a patient from a first
heart rate to a second heart rate;

continuously updating the first heart rate;

determining with the medical device a ratio of the second

heart rate to the first heart rate;

autonomously determining with the medical device a first

dynamic ratio threshold for the ratio based on a first

patient activity and a second dynamic ratio threshold for
the ratio based on a second patient activity;

autonomously determining with the medical device a cur-
rent dynamic ratio threshold for the ratio which is within
arange between the first dynamic ratio threshold and the
second dynamic ratio threshold, wherein the current
dynamic ratio threshold is based upon a most recently
updated window of the first heart rate;

comparing the ratio to the current dynamic ratio threshold;

and

detecting a neurologic event based on an occurrence of the

ratio exceeding the current dynamic ratio threshold.

10. The article of claim 9, wherein the current dynamic
ratio threshold decreases as the first heart rate increases.

11. The article of claim 9, wherein the neurologic event is
an epileptic seizure.

12. The article of claim 9, wherein the first heart rate is a
background heart rate and the second heart rate is a fore-
ground heart rate.

13. An apparatus, comprising:

at least one sensor configured to sense a time of beat

sequence of a patient’s heart;

a medical device comprising:

a) a heart rate determination module configured to iden-
tify from the time of beat sequence a change in heart
rate of a patient from a first heart rate to a second heart
rate, and continuously update the first heart rate;

b) a parameter determination module configured to
determine a ratio of the second heart rate to the first
heart rate;

¢) a dynamic threshold determination module config-
ured to autonomously determine a first dynamic ratio
threshold for the ratio based on a first patient activity
and a second dynamic ratio threshold for the ratio
based on a second patient activity, the dynamic
threshold determination module configured to
autonomously determining with the medical device a
current dynamic ratio threshold for the ratio which is
within a range between the first dynamic ratio thresh-
old and the second dynamic ratio threshold, wherein
the current dynamic ratio threshold is based upon a
most recently updated window of the first heart rate;
and
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d) a comparison module configured to compare the ratio
to the current dynamic ratio threshold; and

e) a neurologic event detection module configured to
detect a neurologic event based on an occurrence of
the ratio exceeding the current dynamic ratio thresh-
old.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the current dynamic
ratio threshold determined by the dynamic threshold deter-
mination module decreases as the first heart rate increases.

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the at least one
sensor and the medical device are configured to be implanted
in the patient.
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