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(7) ABSTRACT

The blood pressure monitoring apparatus and method are
disclosed that can monitor a blood pressure of a subject using
an electrocardiogram signal, a pulse wave signal and a body
characteristic information of the subject, wherein the electro-
cardiogram signal and the pulse wave signal of the subject are
monitored to remove a noise signal generated from monitor-
ing of the pulse wave signal, allowing monitoring a precise
blood pressure of the subject, and calculating the pulse wave
analysis information using the monitored pulse wave signal,
and using the electrocardiogram signal and the pulse wave
signal to calculate a pulse transit time (PPT), and plugging a
calculated pulse wave propagation time, pulse wave analysis
information and body characteristic information of the sub-
ject into a predetermined regression equation to monitor the
blood pressure.
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FIG. 2
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BLOOD PRESSURE MONITORING
APPARATUS AND METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is based on, and claims priority
from, Korean Application Number 10-2007-0033411 filed
Apr. 4, 2007, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND ART

The following description generally relates generally to a
blood pressure monitoring technologies.

Blood pressure is one of the most important vital signs used
in the assessment of a (patient’s) subject’s cardiovascular
health. In other words, the blood pressure is one of the most
important biological index that contains various health-re-
lated information of a patient including cardiac output (CO)
defined as the amount of blood ejected by the ventricles of the
heart per minute (measured in liters per minute), vascular
compliance and physiological changes.

There have been known two existing techniques for moni-
toring blood pressure, 1.e., one is an invasive blood pressure
monitoring method and the other is a non-invasive blood
pressure monitoring method.

The invasive blood pressure monitoring method is such
that a catheter is inserted into an artery and the blood pressure
is continuously monitored. The advantage of the invasive
blood pressure monitoring method is that the blood pressure
can be accurately measured. However, this invasive method
of monitoring blood pressure is associated with pain, discom-
fort and risks of complications to the subject such as infec-
tion, thrombosis and air embolism because the catheter must
be inserted into an artery at all times.

Noninvasive measurement methods that provide continu-
ous beat-to-beat blood pressure offer an alternative to inva-
sive blood pressure monitoring because they do not carry with
them the risk of complications associated with invasive moni-
toring, as the noninvasive measurement methods measure
blood pressure by applying pressure using a blood pressure
cuft and monitoring the blood pressure by sound and vibra-
tion. Even though they are simple methods to implement,
noninvasive measurement methods tend to introduce some
inaccuracies.

SUMMARY

In one general aspect, there is provided a blood pressure
monitoring apparatus including an electrocardiogram moni-
toring unit configured to monitor an electrocardiogram signal
of a subject; a photoplethysmography (PPG) monitoring unit
configured to emit an optical signal of a predetermined fre-
quency to a subject’s body, detect an optical signal that has
reflected from or penetrated the subject’s body, deemphasize
noise within the detected optical signal to generate a pulse
wave signal; a body characteristic information input unit con-
figured to enable input of body characteristic information of
the subject (e.g., at least one of sex, weight, height, length of
an arm and age of the subject); a micro computer configured
to calculate pulse wave analysis information using the pulse
wave signal, to calculate a pulse wave propagation time using
the pulse wave signal and the electrocardiogram signal, and to
calculate a blood pressure of the subject using the calculated
pulse wave analysis information, the pulse wave propagation
time and the body characteristic information inputted by the
body characteristic information input unit; and a display unit
displaying the blood pressure calculated by the micro com-
puter.
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Various implementations of this and other aspects also are
provided. For example, the electrocardiogram monitoring
unit may include electrocardiogram monitoring electrodes
configured to monitor an electric signal of the body by being
brought into contact with the body; and an electrocardiogram
monitoring circuit configured to generate an electrocardio-
gram signal using the electric signal monitored by the elec-
trocardiogram monitoring electrodes and output the gener-
ated electrocardiogram signal to the micro computer.

The PPG monitoring unit may include a PPG sensor con-
figured to generate an optical signal of a predetermined fre-
quency, emit the generated optical signal to the body of the
subject, receive an optical signal reflected from the body, and
convert the received optical signal to an electric signal; and a
PPG monitoring circuit configured to discern a noise signal
and a signal of the predetermined frequency from the electric
signal converted by the PPG sensor, generate the pulse wave
signal using the discerned signal of the predetermined fre-
quency, and input the generated pulse wave signal to the
micro computer. The PPG sensor may further include an
optical transmitter configured to generate an optical signal of
a predetermined frequency and emit the generated optical
signal of the predetermined frequency to the body of the
subject; and an optical signal receiver configured to receive
the optical signal reflected from the body and convert the
received optical signal into an electric signal. The apparatus
may also include an optical device driving unit configured to
drive an optical device of the optical signal transmitter in
response to the signal of the predetermined frequency.

The PPG monitoring circuit may include a current/voltage
converter configured to convert an output current of the PPG
sensor into a voltage; a tuned amplifier configured to tune the
voltage converted by the current/voltage converter by a fre-
quency scope that includes a band of a predetermined fre-
quency to remove noise; and a pulse wave extractor config-
ured to mix a signal output by the tuned amplifier with the
signal of the predetermined frequency, lowpass filter to
extract a pulse wave signal, and output the pulse wave signal
to the micro computer. The apparatus may include an analog-
to-digital converter configured to convert the pulse wave sig-
nal extracted by the pulse wave extractor and output the
converted signal to the micro computer, and the pulse wave
extractor may include a demodulator configured to multiply
the signal output by the tuned amplifier by the signal of the
predetermined frequency; and a lowpass filter configured to
lowpass filter a signal output by the demodulator to extract a
pulse wave signal. The pulse wave extractor, the tuned ampli-
fier and/or the pulse wave extractor may be integrally dis-
posed in the micro computer.

The micro computer may be configured to calculate blood
pressure by inputting the pulse wave propagation time, the
pulse wave analysis information and the body characteristic
information into the following regression equation:

Blood pressure (P)=k, xpulse wave propagation time

+Z kz;x
pulse wave analysis information
+Z kgjx
j

body characteristic information,
where k), K, and K, define coefficient values respectively
corresponding to the pulse wave propagation time, the pulse
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wave analysis information, and the body characteristic infor-
mation monitored from the regression analysis, which are
predetermined values that are experimentally obtained.

Alternatively, the apparatus may include a temperature
sensor configured to monitor a body temperature of a body
part from which the pulse wave signal is monitored, and the
micro computer may be configured to calculate blood pres-
sure by inputting the pulse wave propagation time, the pulse
wave analysis information, the body characteristic informa-
tion and the body temperature in the following regression
equation.

Blood pressure (P)=k; xpulse wave propagation time

+Z koix
i

pulse wave analysis information
+Z ksjx
j

body characteristic information+k,xbody temperature,
where k;, K,,, K5, and K, define coefficient values
respectively corresponding to the pulse wave propaga-
tion time, the pulse wave analysis information, the body
characteristic information and the body temperature
monitored from the regression analysis, which are pre-
determined values that are experimentally obtained.

The micro computer may be further configured to compute
a second derivative of the pulse wave signal, and to calculate,
as pulse wave analysis information a pulse frequency of the
subject monitored by the pulse wave signal; and peak values
of an acceleration waveform derived from the second deriva-
tive of the pulse wave signal.

Storage may beincluded in the apparatus and configured to
store the calculated blood pressure under the control of the
micro computer. The storage also may be configured store the
body characteristic information of the subject and to enable
retrieval of the body characteristic information of the subject
from among body characteristic information stored for other
subjects responsive to input at the body characteristic infor-
mation input unit of information corresponding to the subject.

The PPG monitoring unit may be configured to deempha-
size noise within the detected optical signal by removing
noise, and/or to deemphasize noise within the detected optical
signal by emphasizing a component of the detected optical
signal other than noise, relative to the noise.

In another general aspect, there is provided a blood pres-
sure monitoring method including inputting body character-
istic information of a subject; monitoring an electrocardio-
gram signal of the subject; emitting an optical signal of a
predetermined frequency to the subject’s body; detecting an
optical signal that has reflected from or penetrated the sub-
ject’s body; deemphasizing noise within the detected optical
signal to generate a pulse wave signal; calculating a pulse
wave propagation time and a pulse wave analysis information
using the monitored electrocardiogram signal and pulse wave
signal; and monitoring the blood pressure of the subject based
on the calculated pulse wave propagation time, the pulse wave
analysis information and the body characteristic information.

Various implementations of this and other aspects also are
provided for this general aspect. For example, the pulse wave
signal may be generated by generating an optical signal of a
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predetermined frequency and emitting the signal to the body
of the subject; receiving the optical signal that has penetrated
or has been reflected from the body of the subject and con-
verting the signal to an electric signal; tuning the electric
signal to a frequency band including the predetermined fre-
quency to deemphasize the noise signal; filtering the tuned
electric signal to remove high frequency components; and
generating the pulse wave signal based on the mixed and
filtered electric signal. Moreover, the pulse wave analysis
information may be generated by calculating a pulse fre-
quency of the subject; calculating a second derivative of the
pulse wave signal; and calculating peak values of an accel-
eration waveform derived from the second derivative of the
pulse wave signal. Regression formulas indicated with
respect to the first general aspect also may be applied.

In accordance with a third general aspect, a blood pressure
monitoring apparatus includes an electrocardiogram moni-
toring unit configured to monitor an electrocardiogram signal
of a subject; a photoplethysmography (PPG) monitoring unit
configured to emit an optical signal of a predetermined fre-
quency to a subject’s body, detect an optical signal that has
reflected from or fully penetrated the subject’s body, deem-
phasize noise within the detected optical signal to generate a
pulse wave signal; a body characteristic information input
unit configured to enable input of body characteristic infor-
mation of the subject; a micro computer configured to calcu-
late a blood pressure of the subject using the pulse wave
signal, the electrocardiogram signal, and the body character-
istic information inputted by the body characteristic informa-
tion input unit; and a display unit displaying the blood pres-
sure calculated by the micro computer. Herein, the micro
computer may be further configured to calculate pulse wave
analysis information using the pulse wave signal, to calculate
a pulse wave propagation time using the pulse wave signal
and the electrocardiogram signal, and to calculate the blood
pressure of the subject using the calculated pulse wave analy-
sis information and the pulse wave propagation time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various concepts now will be described more fully herein-
after with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
illustrative implementations of the concepts are shown. These
concepts may, however, be implemented in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the imple-
mentations set forth herein; rather, these implementations are
provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and com-
plete, and will convey aspects of the concepts to those skilled
in the art. Like reference numerals refer to the same or similar
elements throughout the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an exem-
plary implementation of a blood pressure monitoring appa-
ratus.

FIG. 2 is a signal flowchart illustrating an exemplary
implementation of a blood pressure monitoring method.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing an electrocardiogram signal and
a pulse wave signal.

FIG. 4a is a schematic view of a representative electrocar-
diogram signal.

FIG. 44 is a schematic view of a representative pulse wave
signal.

FIG. 4c¢ is a schematic view of a second-derivative of
acceleration waveform in a pulse wave signal.

FIGS. 5a, 5b and 5c¢ illustrate a construction of an exem-
plary implementation of a mobile communication terminal
equipped with a blood pressure monitoring apparatus.
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FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram illustrating another
exemplary implementation of a blood pressure monitoring
apparatus.

FIGS. 7a to 7d illustrate waveforms of an output signal for
each part of a photoplethysmography (PPG) monitoring unit
in another exemplary implementation.

FIG. 8 is a schematic view of a signal to noise ratio relative
to apower consumption of ablood pressure monitoring appa-
ratus in another exemplary implementation.

FIG. 9 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a construc-
tion of still another exemplary implementation of a blood
pressure monitoring apparatus.

FIG. 10 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a con-
struction of still another exemplary implementation of a
blood pressure monitoring apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Implementations disclosed hereunder are exemplary only
and not intended to be limiting, and serve to explain various
principles and techniques. The teaching is susceptible to vari-
ous modifications and alternative forms, and specific imple-
mentations thereof are shown by way of example in the draw-
ings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating an exem-
plary implementation of a blood pressure monitoring appa-
ratus, where reference numeral 100 defines an electrocardio-
gram monitoring unit for detecting an electrocardiogram
signal of a subject.

The electrocardiogram monitoring unit 100 may be opet-
ated in such a way that electrocardiogram monitoring elec-
trodes 102 are placed on the skin of a subject’s body to detect
an electric signal of the body. The electric signal of the body
detected by the electrocardiogram monitoring electrodes 102
may be inputted to an electrocardiogram monitoring circuit
104 to detect an electrocardiogram of the subject.

Reference numeral 110 defines a photoplethysmography
(PPG) monitoring unit for detecting a pulse wave of the
subject. The photoplethysmography (PPG) monitoring unit
110 may be operated in such a manner that a PPG sensor 112
(i.e., PPG finger sensor and PPG ear sensor) is placed on a
subject’s body, i.e., fingers or ears, to sense the PPG signal of
the subject. The PPG signal sensed by the PPG sensor 112
may be inputted to a PPG monitoring circuit 114, whereby a
pulse wave signal is monitored.

Reference numeral 120 is a body characteristic informa-
tion input unit. The body characteristic information input unit
120 may include, for instance, a plurality of functional keys,
and the body characteristic information of asubject that needs
measurement of blood pressure is inputted by manipulation
of the functional keys. The body characteristic information
may include, but not limited to, atleast any one or more of sex,
weight, height, length of an arm and age of a subject.

Reference numeral 130 is a micro computer. The micro
computer 130 may use the electrocardiogram signal moni-
tored by the electrocardiogram monitoring unit 100 and the
pulse wave signal monitored by the PPG monitoring unit 110
to calculate a pulse transit time and pulse wave analysis
information. Furthermore, the micro computer 130 may plug
the body characteristic information inputted from the body
characteristic information input unit 120, the pulse wave
propagation time and the pulse wave analysis information in
a predetermined regression equation to calculate the blood
pressure.

Reference numeral 140 is storage. The storage 140 may
store the blood pressure calculated by the micro computer
130 under the control of the micro computer 130. Further-
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6

more, the storage 140 may store respective body characteris-
tic information of a plurality of subjects inputted from the
body characteristic information input unit 120 under the con-
trol of the micro computer 130.

If the body characteristic information of the subject is
stored in the storage 140 beforehand, the subject stored in the
storage 140 may be selected by the manipulation of the func-
tional keys of the body characteristic information input unit
120, and the body characteristic information of the selected
subject may be read from the storage 140 and used. Reference
numeral 150 is a display unit for allowing the blood pressure
calculated by the micro computer 130 to be displayed for
visual checks.

FIG. 2 is a signal flowchart illustrating an exemplary
implementation of a blood pressure monitoring method.

Referring to FIG. 2, when the blood pressure is to be
monitored, the micro computer 130 may input from the body
characteristic information input unit 120 the body character-
istic information of a subject from whom blood pressure is to
be monitored (S200). The body characteristic information
may include, but not limited to, atleast any one or more of sex,
weight, height, length of an arm and age of a subject.

The body characteristic information may be inputted by
manipulation of the plurality of functional keys disposed at
the body characteristic information input unit 120. Ifthe body
characteristic information of the subject is stored in the stor-
age 140 beforehand, the subject stored in the storage may be
selected by manipulation of the body characteristic informa-
tion input unit 120, and the body characteristic information of
the selected subject may be inputted from the storage 140.

The micro computer 130 may input the electrocardiogram
signal monitored by the electrocardiogram monitoring unit
100 and the pulse wave signal monitored by the PPG moni-
toring unit 110 (8202).

Once the electrocardiogram signal and the pulse wave sig-
nal are inputted, the micro computer 130 uses the electrocar-
diogram signal and the pulse wave signal to calculate the
pulse wave propagation time (S204). The pulse wave propa-
gation time is a time for the blood starting from the heart to
reach a peripheral structure such as a finger tip or a toe tip, and
may be obtained by R wave of the electrocardiogram signal
and pulse wave signal. The detailed operation of calculating
the pulse wave propagation time will be described later. A
relation between the blood pressure and the pulse wave

propagation time may be expressed by the following equation
1.

[Equation 1]

B v [vor
TN aaviam T\ oav

where, ¢ is a pulse wave velocity obtained by dividing a
distance between the heart and the finger tip by a pulse wave
propagation time, 9 is blood density, V is blood volume and P
is blood pressure. Assuming that the blood density d is con-
stant the Equation 1 may be simply expressed by the follow-
ing Equation 2.

AP« CZ(ATV) [Equation 2]

where, AP is a substitution of 3P, and AV is a substitution of
ov.
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As noted from the Equation 2, the changes in blood pres-
sure are proportional to changes of the pulse wave velocity (c)
and the blood volume (V), and the pulse wave velocity is
related to a distance between the heart and the finger tip and
a pulse wave propagation time. Moreover, the blood pressure
may be estimated by the pulse wave propagation time and the
blood volume.

If the pulse wave propagation time is calculated, the micro
computer 130 may analyze the pulse wave signal inputted
from the PPG monitoring unit 110 to calculate the pulse wave
analysis information (S206). The detailed operation of
obtaining the pulse wave analysis information will be
described later.

Once the pulse wave propagation time and the pulse wave
analysis information are calculated, the micro computer 130
may the substitute the body characteristic information of the
subject, the pulse wave propagation time and the pulse wave
analysis information into a predetermined regression equa-
tion to calculate the blood pressure (5208, S210). Once the
blood pressure is calculated, the micro computer 130 may
store the calculated blood pressure in the storage 140 for
management, and display the blood pressure on the display
unit 140 for visual checks (S212).

Now, the blood pressure monitoring apparatus will be
described in detail with reference to FIGS. 3, 4a and 44.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing an electrocardiogram signal and
a pulse wave signal, FIG. 44 is a schematic view of a repre-
sentative electrocardiogram signal monitored by an electro-
cardiogram monitoring unit 100, and FIG. 45 is a schematic
view of a representative pulse wave signal monitored from a
finger tip of a subject.

Referring to FIG. 4aq, the electrocardiogram signal may be
divided to a P-wave, a Q-wave, an R-wave, an S-wave and a
T-wave according to location of a peak point. The R-wave is
a wave detected from a point where blood is charged from
heart. The changes of blood volume are generated by repeated
diastole and systole of the heart. The PPG monitoring unit
110 may monitor a pulse wave signal that is changed by the
changes of blood volume as shown in FIG. 45.

The micro computer 130 may employ the R-wave of the
electrocardiogram signal and the pulse wave signal to obtain
the pulse wave propagation time. In order to monitor the pulse
wave propagation time, a certain point from the pulse wave
signal must be set up as a reference point. The pulse wave
propagation time may be calculated by a time between the
R-wave of the electrocardiogram signal and the reference
point of the set-up pulse wave signal.

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, a peak point of the
pulse wave signal may be set up as a reference point (REF1),
and a time between the set-up reference point (REF1) and the
R-wave of the electrocardiogram signal may be determined as
the pulse wave propagation time (PTT1). Alternatively, a
peak point derived from first derivative of the pulse wave
signal may be set up as the reference point (REF2) and a time
between the set-up reference point (REF2) and the R-wave of
the electrocardiogram signal may be determined as the pulse
wave propagation time (PPT2). Alternatively, a peak point
derived from second derivative of the pulse wave signal may
be set up as a reference point (REF3) and the a time between
the set-up reference point (REF3) and the R-wave of the
electrocardiogram signal may be determined as the pulse
wave propagation time (PPT3).

Furthermore, the pulse wave analysis information may be
acquired by analyzing waveforms of the pulse wave signal.
FIG. 4c is a schematic view of a second-derivative of accel-
eration waveform in a pulse wave signal.
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The micro computer 130 may use values of peak points in
the second derivative of acceleration waveform in the pulse
wave signal or time differences generated by the peak points
to calculate the degree of aging of blood vessel or age of the
blood vessel.

The micro computer 130 may divide the values of each
peak pointto a, b, ¢, d and e, as illustrated in FIG. 4¢, and the
divided a, b, c, d and e values are employed to calculate the
degree of aging of blood vessel or the aging of the blood
vessel.

For example, the micro computer 130 may calculate the
degree of aging of blood vessel or the aging of the blood
vessel using

-b+c+d+e
p .

The micro computer 130 may take the simple derivative
with respect to the pulse wave signal and use a time between
the peak points of the first derivative of the pulse wave signal
to calculate the pulse frequency (rate). Furthermore, the
micro computer 130 may perform the second derivative of the
pulse wave signal for conversion to the acceleration wave-
form and extract values of each peak point, i.e.,a, b, ¢, d and
e from the acceleration waveform in the pulse wave signal.

The micro computer 130 may use the pulse frequency and
the values of the peak points, i.e., a, b, ¢, d and e, as the pulse
wave analysis information to calculate the blood pressure. If
thrombi are accumulated on walls of the blood vessel, a
passage through which blood can pass is relatively narrowed,
whereby resistance increases to have an effect on the blood
pressure, such that the blood pressure may be calculated in
consideration of blood states (degree of aging in blood vessel
or ages of blood vessel).

The pulse wave signal (i.e., the pulse wave signal moni-
tored from a finger tip) may be affected by the strength of
force applied to the PPG sensor 112. The influence to the PPG
sensor may be analyzed and solved by the patterns of the
monitored pulse wave signal. Alternatively, a pressure sensor
may be installed underneath the PPG sensor 112, such that the
subject is induced to apply a predetermined force to the PPG
112 and to monitor the pulse wave signal.

Meanwhile, the peripheral structures such as legs, hands or
foots of the body may sustain changes in body temperature
due to decrease in the amount of blood flow. The pulse wave
signal may not be monitored well if temperature is low at a
location from which the pulse wave signal is to be monitored,
i.e., the finger tip.

Accordingly, a separate temperature sensor is installed
adjacent the PPG sensor 112 to allow the PPG sensor 112 to
monitor the temperature at the finger tip from which the pulse
wave signal is to be monitored, and the monitored tempera-
ture may be used as a factor for calculating the blood pressure.

Furthermore, if a temperature lower than the normal body
temperature, i.e., lower than 35.5 degrees Celsius, is moni-
tored, the subject is induced to rub or massage a body part
having a particular lower temperature and to increase the
temperature of the body part up to an average temperature,
where the pulse wave signal may be monitored.

The micro computer 130 may use as a predetermined factor
for regression equation for calculation of the blood pressure
the body characteristic information including, but not limited
to, atleast any one or more of sex, weight, height, length of an
arm and age of a subject. The micro computer 130 may plug
the pulse wave propagation time, the pulse wave analysis
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information, the body characteristic information and the body
temperature in the regression equation of the following Equa-
tion 3 to calculate the blood pressure (P).

[Equation 3]

Blood pressure (P)=k, xpulse wave propagation time

+Z koix

pulse wave analysis information
+Z ksjx
J

body characteristic information+k,xbody temperature,
wherek, K, K,,, Ky;and K, define coefficient values respec-
tively corresponding to the pulse wave propagation time, the
pulse wave analysis information, the body characteristic
information and the body temperature monitored from the
regression analysis, which are predetermined values that are
experimentally obtained.

Although the body temperature may not be plugged in the
Equation 3 to calculate the blood pressure, the body tempera-
ture may be plugged in for an accurate calculation of the
blood pressure. Furthermore, if the subject is induced to
monitor the pulse wave signal by rubbing or massaging a
body part, i.e., the finger tip, having a particular lower tem-
perature and increasing the temperature of the body part up to
an average temperature, the body temperature may not be
inserted into the Equation 3 to calculate the blood pressure.

The blood pressure monitoring apparatus may be config-
ured in an independent blood pressure monitoring device.
Furthermore, the blood pressure monitoring apparatus may
be used as an integral part of a hand-held terminal such as a
personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable multimedia
player (PMP), a mobile communication terminal or an MP3
player.

When the blood pressure monitoring apparatus is inte-
grally mounted in the mobile communication terminal, the
micro computer 130 may be replaced by a micro computer
disposed inside the mobile communication terminal. For
example, a mobile communication terminal is disposed with
amicro computer performing a function of processing one or
more digital signals. As a result, the micro computer disposed
in the mobile communication terminal may be embodied to
monitor the blood pressure utilizing the body characteristic
information, the electrocardiogram signal and the pulse wave
signal. Furthermore, the body characteristic information
input unit 120, the storage 140 and the display unit 150
disposed in the blood pressure monitoring apparatus may be
respectively replaced for use by a key pad, a memory and a
display unit mounted in the mobile communication terminal.
In doing so, the blood pressure may be accurately monitored
at a lower cost using the mobile communication terminal.

FIGS. 5a, 5b and 5c¢ illustrate a construction of an exem-
plary implementation of a mobile communication terminal
equipped with a blood pressure monitoring apparatus.

Referring to FIGS. 5a, 5band 5¢, electrocardiogram moni-
toring electrodes 102a, 1025, 102¢ in the blood pressure
monitoring apparatus may be respectively disposed at leftand
right lateral surfaces of a body of the mobile communication
terminal and external lower surface of a folder 502. The PPG
sensor 112 may be disposed at an adjacent location of the
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electrocardiogram monitoring electrode 1024 disposed at an
external lower surface of the folder 502.

Under these circumstances, when a subject may grasp to
wrap a body 500 of the mobile communication terminal with
one hand, two fingers, i.e.. athumb and an index finger may be
brought into contact with the electrocardiogram monitoring
electrodes 102a, 1025 at the left and right lateral surfaces of
the body. Another finger, i.e., a middle finger, may be brought
into contact with both the electrocardiogram monitoring elec-
trodes 1024 at the lower part of the folder 502 and the PPG
sensor 112 to simultaneously monitor the electrocardiogram
signal and the pulse wave signal.

Although it is not illustrated in the drawings, a left lateral
surface of the body of the mobile communication terminal
may be disposed with the electrocardiogram monitoring elec-
trodes 1024, 1025, and the right lateral surface of the body of
the mobile communication terminal may be disposed with the
remaining electrocardiogram monitoring electrode 102¢ and
the PPG sensor 112. Under these circumstances, each finger,
i.e., index fingers from both hands) of the subject may be
brought into contact with the electrocardiogram monitoring
electrodes 102¢, 1025, 102¢ and the PPG sensor 112 to allow
monitoring the pulse wave signal. The number of electrocar-
diogram monitoring electrodes that are used for monitoring
the pulse wave signal may be three, or may be two. The
locations of electrocardiogram monitoring electrodes 102¢,
1025, 102¢ and the PPG sensor 112 may be changed accord-
ing to the configuration of the mobile communication termi-
nal.

When the blood pressure monitoring apparatus is inte-
grally mounted in the mobile communication terminal, the
electrocardiogram signal, the pulse wave signal and the blood
pressure of a subject may be monitored using the mobile
communication terminal. Furthermore, a user interface, an
operating function and display function of the mobile com-
munication terminal may be utilized to monitor the electro-
cardiogram signal, the pulse wave signal and the blood pres-
sure of a subject and to display on the display unit 150,
whereby a health status of a subject may be automatically
checked. Still furthermore, the electrocardiogram signal, the
pulse wave signal and the blood pressure of a subject may be
utilized to provide a predetermined service including, but not
limited to, a moody music such as classic music when the
blood pressure or the stroke of pulse increases, a text message
notifying a health state or a voice service.

In the blood pressure monitoring apparatus and method in
the foregoing exemplary implementations, the PPG sensor
110 may generate noise signals amid the monitoring of the
pulse wave signal, and the generated noise signals may
increase the power consumption, resulting in an inaccurate
monitoring of the pulse wave signal and subsequently an
inaccurate measurement of the blood pressure. Therefore, the
noise signals are preferably removed that are generated in the
course of monitoring of the pulse wave signals to accurately
detect the blood pressure.

Now, exemplary implementations of the blood pressure
monitoring apparatus and method capable of removing noise
signals generated from the monitoring of the pulse wave
signal to reduce the power consumption, and enhancing the
signal-to-noise (S/N) ratio will be described in detail with
reference to FIGS. 6 to 10.

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram illustrating another
exemplary implementation of a blood pressure monitoring
apparatus, wherein the PPG sensor 12 is comprised of a light
emitting device driving unit 600, an optical signal transmitter
602 and an optical signal receiver 604.
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The light emitting device driving unit 600 may drive an
optical device (not shown) disposed at the optical signal
transmitter 602 to output an optical signal in response to an
oscillation signal of a particular frequency (fm) outputted by
the micro computer 130. For example, the micro computer
130 may generate an oscillation signal having a frequency
(fm) of 300 MHz or more, whereby the light emitting device
driving unit 600 drives the optical device of the optical signal
transmitter 602 to generate an optical signal in response to the
oscillation signal.

The optical device of the optical signal transmitter 602 may
use, for example, a near infrared generating light emitting
diode for generating the near infrared to generate the optical
signal. The optical signal outputted from the optical signal
transmitter 602 is emitted toward a subject. The optical signal
outputted from the optical signal transmitter 602 is not the
general direct current optical signal but an optical signal of a
particular frequency generated by the micro computer 130 for
removing the noise. For example, the optical signal generated
by the optical signal transmitter 602 is an optical signal hav-
ing a frequency (fm) of 300 MHz or more.

Therefore, even if part of the optical signal outputted from
the optical signal transmitter 602 is absorbed by the body of a
subject, and the remaining of the optical signal penetrates or
is reflected from the body, the penetrated or reflected optical
signal still holds the particular frequency (fm).

The optical signal of a particular frequency that has pen-
etrated or reflected from the body may be received by the
optical signal receiver 604 and converted to an electric signal,
and the converted electric signal may be outputted to the PPG
monitoring circuit 114. The PPG monitoring circuit 114 may
be a photo diode or a phototransistor. The photo diode or
phototransistor may convert the optical signal of a particular
frequency (fm) received by the photo diode or the phototrans-
istor to a current signal of a particular frequency, where the
phototransistor to a current signal of a particular frequency
may be outputted to the PPG monitoring circuit 114.

The PPG monitoring circuit may include a current/voltage
converter 610, a tuned amplifier 612, a pulse wave extractor
614 and analog-to-digital (A/D) converter 616, where the
pulse wave extractor 614 may include a demodulator 614a
and a lowpass filter 6145.

The current signal of a particular frequency received and
outputted by the optical signal receiver 604 may be converted
to a voltage signal of a particular frequency by the current/
voltage converter 610 of the PPG monitoring circuit 114 and
inputted to the tuned amplifier 612.

The signal of a particular frequency outputted by the cur-
rent/voltage converter 610 may be tuned and amplified by the
tuning amplifier 612.

It should be noted that only a signal of particular frequency
out of the signals outputted from the current/voltage con-
verter 610 may be tuned by the tuned amplifier 612, while a
signal having no particular frequency, i.e., noise signal, may
notbetuned by the tuning amplifier 612 but be removed of the
noise signal.

The output signal of the tuning amplifier 612 is inputted to
the demodulator 614a of the pulse wave extractor 614, where
the demodulator 614a may multiply the output signal of the
tuning amplifier 612 by an oscillation signal of a particular
frequency outputted from the micro computer 130 and
demodulated.

The output signal of the demodulator 614a may be filtered
by the lowpass filter 6145 to be removed of the noise signal
from where a pulse wave signal is monitored. The monitored
pulse wave signal may be converted to a digital signal by the
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A/D converter 616 to be inputted to the micro computer 130.
The A/D converter 616 may be integrally mounted in the
micro computer 130.

In other words, the blood pressure monitoring apparatus
according to another exemplary implementation is config-
ured in such a manner that a noise signal is initially removed
by the tuning amplifier 612 when monitoring the pulse wave
signal, and the noise signal may be secondly removed by the
pulse wave extractor 614 to be converted to the digital signal
by the A/D converter 616 and inputted to the micro computer
130. Therefore, the noise signal generated in the course of
monitoring the pulse wave signal can be removed to reduce
the consumed power and to enhance the signal-to-noise ratio.

If the micro computer 130 is integrally disposed with the
function of converting the analog signal to the digital signal,
the A/D converter 616 may not be disposed in the PPG moni-
toring circuit and the output signal of the lowpass filter 6145
may be directly inputted to the micro computer 130.

The electrocardiogram monitoring unit 100 may monitor
the electrocardiogram signal of the subject and input to the
micro computer 130, and the body characteristic information
input unit 120 may input the body characteristic information
of the subject to the micro computer 130 according to
manipulation of a user.

Successively, the micro computer 130 may utilize the pulse
wave signal and the electrocardiogram signal ofthe subject to
calculate the pulse wave propagation time and the pulse wave
analysis information, where the calculated pulse wave propa-
gation time, the pulse wave analysis information and body
characteristic information are plugged in the Equation 3 to
monitor the blood pressure of the subject.

Once the blood pressure of the subject is monitored, the
micro computer 130 may store and manage the monitored
blood pressure in the storage 140 and display on the display
unit 150 to allow a user to check.

Contemplated implementations include a bio-signal moni-
toring apparatus for monitoring various bio-signals of a sub-
ject by using the pulse wave signal monitored by the PPG
monitoring circuit 114. For example, the micro computer 130
may use the pulse wave signal to monitor not only the basic
bio signals but body fat, body water, body heat, body com-
positionand bone mineral density (BMD), and may be widely
used for monitoring sugar content in fruits, an inner compo-
sition analysis of a plant or discrimination of various kinds of
materials. To this end, the micro computer 130 may be
mounted with various systems such as arithmetic algorithm,
database and look-up table for providing results derived from
various kinds of detections (pulse wave signals inputted to the
micro computer 130), so that a variety of detection values
may be comprehensively realized.

A Dblood pressure monitoring apparatus according to
another exemplary implementation may remove the direct
current offset or outside optical noise. i.e., fluorescent lamp
noise of 60 Hz or high frequency noises of 120 Hz, using the
PPG monitoring circuit 114 without causing any distortion to
the pulse wave signal. Because the pulse wave signal is moni-
tored with the noises being separated, a high signal-to-noise
ratio may be maintained even if the intensity of optical signal
outputted by the optical signal transmitter 602 in the PPG
sensor 112 is low.

Furthermore, reduced power consumption in the optical
signal transmitter 602 (where most of the power is consumed
in the blood pressure monitoring apparatus) may enable a
markedly reduced overall consumption of power in the blood
pressure monitoring apparatus, whereby a low capacity bat-
tery may be used to increase the portability of the apparatus
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FIGS. 7a to 7d illustrate waveforms of an output signal for
each part of a photoplethysmography (PPG) monitoring unit
in another exemplary implementation.

The light emitting device driving unit 600 may drive the
optical device of the optical signal transmitter 602 to generate
an optical signal having a predetermined frequency (fm) in
response to the predetermined frequency (fim) outputted from
the micro computer 130, and the generated optical signal
penetrates or is reflected from the body of a subject. The
optical signal that has penetrated or been reflected from the
body may be received by the optical signal receiver 604 and
converted to an electric signal. The signal outputted by the
optical signal receiver 604 is a current signal, which is in turn
converted to a voltage signal by the current/voltage converter
610 of the PPG monitoring circuit 114.

Referring to FIG. 7a, the voltage signal converted by the
current/voltage converter 610 may include various mixed
noise signals including a direct current offset noise signal, an
outside optical noise signal (i.e., 60 Hz or 120 Hz) besides the
optical signal (the optical signal reflected from the body)
converted to a predetermined frequency (fm).

The optical signal transmitter 602 may generate an optical
signal having a predetermined frequency (fm), i.e., a fre-
quency of 300 Hz or more, to allow the optical signal having
the predetermined frequency (fm) to be separated from the
generated noise signals.

The output signal of the current/voltage converter 610 is
inputted to the tuned amplifier 612 to be tuned and amplified.
The tuning frequency scope of the tuned amplifier 612 may
include the predetermined frequency as shown in FIG. 75.
The signal having the predetermined frequency (fm) in the
output signal of the current/voltage converter 610 is tuned and
amplified by the tuned amplifier 612, and the direct current
offset noise signal and the outside optical noise signal in the
output signal of the current/voltage converter 610 are typi-
cally not tuned only to be removed thereafter.

The signal tuned by the tuned amplifier 612 may be out-
putted without being amplified, or may be outputted by being
amplified as much as a predetermined magnification factor.
The amplification in the tuned amplifier 612 is to enhance the
quantization precision when the signal inputted to the micro
computer 130 is converted to a digital signal.

The signal tuned by the tuned amplifier 612 is inputted to
the demodulator 614a and demodulated as illustrated in FIG.
7c. The demodulator 614 may be, for example, amixer, where
the demodulation is performed by multiplying the output
signal of the tuned amplifier 612 by the signal of a predeter-
mined frequency (fin) outputted by the micro computer 130.
In fact, the signal demodulated by the demodulator 614a may
include a signal of direct current domain and a high frequency
having a frequency (2 fm) twice the predetermined frequency
(fm), as shown in FIG. 7¢.

The output signal from the demodulator 614a¢ may be
inputted to the lowpass filter 6145 and filtered. A passband of
the lowpass filter 6145 may be set up as shown in dotted line
of FIG. 7d. In doing so, only the signal of the direct current
domain may pass the lowpass filter 6145 to be converted to a
digital signal by the A/D converter 616 and inputted to the
micro computer 130, and the high frequency having the fre-
quency (2 fm) twice the predetermined frequency (fm) may
be blocked by the lowpass filter 6145 and may not be inputted
to the micro computer 130.

FIG. 8 is a schematic view of a signal to noise ratio relative
to apower consumption of a blood pressure monitoring appa-
ratus in another exemplary implementation.

Now, it can be noted from FIG. 8 that the signal-to-noise
ratio relative to the power consumption by the optical signal
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transmitter 602 that outputs an optical signal shows a gentle
curve. For example, if the power consumption of the optical
signal transmitter 602 is limited to 5 mW, the signal-to-noise
ratio is approximately 70 dB. Furthermore, even if the power
consumption of the optical signal transmitter 602 is reduced,
the signal-to-noise ratio may not be greatly changed but
instead still reaches approximately 70 dB. As a result, it can
be noted that a precise pulse wave signal can be obtained even
if the power consumption is reduced by setting up a low
driving power of the optical signal transmitter 602.

FIG. 9 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a construc-
tion of still another exemplary implementation of a blood
pressure monitoring apparatus, where the apparatus may
comprise a micro computer 130 integrally comprised of a
pulse wave extractor 614 including a demodulator 614a and a
lowpass filter 6145.

If the demodulator 614a and the lowpass filter 6145 are
integrally disposed inside the micro computer 130, the micro
computer 130 may demodulate the digital signal inputted
from the A/D converter 616 by the conventional arithmetic
algorithm function. The micro computer 130 may use a finite
impulse response (FIR) filter or an infinite impulse response
(1IR) filter as the lowpass filter 6145 to block the high fre-
quency signal.

FIG. 10 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a con-
struction of still another exemplary implementation of a
blood pressure monitoring apparatus, where the apparatus
may comprise a micro computer 130 integrally comprised of
a tuned amplifier 612, demodulator 614a and a lowpass filter
614.

As apparent from the foregoing, the blood pressure moni-
toring apparatus and method according to the instant teaching
can monitor an electrocardiogram signal and a pulse wave
signal of a subject to calculate a pulse wave propagation time
and pulse wave analysis information, and the calculated pulse
wave propagation time, pulse wave analysis information and
body characteristic information are used to monitor the blood
pressure of the subject. The apparatus and method are non-
invasive and capable of monitoring the blood pressure with-
out recourse to cuff.

An optical signal modulated by a particular frequency is
emitted to a body of a subject, and the optical signal reflected
fromthebody can betuned, demodulated and lowpass filtered
to remove noise signals generated in the course of monitoring
the pulse wave signal, to enhance a signal-to-noise ratio, to
reduce the power consumption and to increase the monitoring
accuracy of the blood pressure.

A tuned amplifier and a pulse wave extractor can be inte-
grally disposed in a micro computer to reduce the size of the
blood pressure monitoring apparatus and to enhance the port-
ability of the apparatus.

Thus, a blood pressure monitoring apparatus and method is
contemplated for monitoring an electrocardiogram signal, a
pulse wave signal, and the blood pressure of the subject,
safely and with high accuracy, in continuous manner using
the monitored electrocardiogram and pulse wave signals and
body characteristic information of the subject, without giving
load on the subject. Also, at least one implementation of the
disclosed blood pressure monitoring apparatus and method
can obviate the noise generated in the course of monitoring
the pulse wave to improve a signal-to-noise (S/N) ratio, sub-
stantially reduce the power consumption and enhance the
monitoring accuracy of the blood pressure.

Moreover, according to one implementation, electrocar-
diogram and pulse wave signals of a subject are monitored.
Specifically, the electrocardiogram signal is monitored by
using a plurality of electrocardiogram monitoring electrodes
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placed on the skin of a subject body. And, the pulse wave
signal is monitored in such a manner that a photoplethysmog-
raphy (PPG) sensor generates a predetermined frequency of
optical signal and emits the optical signal to a subject’s body,
where the signal is directed onto an area of the skin so that it
penetrates or reflects from the tissue. This optical signal that
has penetrated or reflected is received and converted to an
electric signal. The converted electric signal is synchronized
with a frequency band including a predetermined frequency
to be removed of a noise signal, demodulated and filtered,
whereby a pulse wave signal free of radio frequency is moni-
tored.

Also according to this implementation, a pulse wave
propagation time is calculated using the detected electrocar-
diogram and pulse wave signals, the pulse wave signal is
analyzed to calculate pulse wave analysis information, and
the calculated pulse wave propagation time, pulse wave
analysis information and body characteristic information of
the subject are substituted into a predetermined regression
equation to monitor the blood pressure.

Accordingly, exemplary implementations as described
herein are illustrative, and should not to be construed as
limiting. Although the exemplary implementations have been
described, many modifications and variations are possible in
the exemplary implementations. Therefore, all such modifi-
cations are intended to be included within the scope of that
which is set forth in this disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A blood pressure monitoring apparatus comprising:

an electrocardiogram monitoring unit configured to moni-
tor an electrocardiogram signal of a subject;

a photoplethysmography (PPG) monitoring unit config-
ured to emit an optical signal of a predetermined fre-
quency to a subject’s body, detect an optical signal that
has reflected from or penetrated the subject’s body, and
deemphasize noise within the detected optical signal to
generate a pulse wave signal;

a body characteristic information input unit configured to
enable input of body characteristic information of the
subject;

a micro computer configured to calculate pulse wave
analysis information using the pulse wave signal, to
calculate a pulse wave propagation time using the pulse
wave signal and the electrocardiogram signal, and to
calculate a blood pressure of the subject using the cal-
culated pulse wave analysis information, the pulse wave
propagation time, and the body characteristic informa-
tion inputted by the body characteristic information
input unit, wherein the micro computer is configured to
calculate the blood pressure by inputting the pulse wave
propagation time, the pulse wave analysis information
and the body characteristic information into the follow-
ing regression equation:

Blood pressure (P) = k) X pulse wave propagation time +

Z ki X pulse wave analysis information +

i

Z k3; X body characteristic information
J

wherek, K, and K define coeflicient values respectively
corresponding to the pulse wave propagation time, the
pulse wave analysis information, and the body charac-
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teristic information monitored from the regression
analysis, which are predetermined values that are
experimentally obtained; and

a display unit displaying the blood pressure calculated by
the micro computer.

2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the elec-

trocardiogram monitoring unit comprises:
electrocardiogram monitoring electrodes configured to
monitor an electric signal of the body by being brought
into contact with the body; and

an electrocardiogram monitoring circuit configured to gen-
erate an electrocardiogram signal using the electric sig-
nal monitored by the electrocardiogram monitoring
electrodes and output the generated electrocardiogram
signal to the micro computer.

3. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the PPG

monitoring unit comprises:

a PPG sensor configured to generate an optical signal of a
predetermined frequency, emit the generated optical sig-
nal to the body of the subject, receive an optical signal
reflected from the body, and convert the received optical
signal to an electric signal; and

a PPG monitoring circuit configured to discern a noise
signal and a signal of the predetermined frequency from
the electric signal converted by the PPG sensor, generate
the pulse wave signal using the discerned signal of the
predetermined frequency, and input the generated pulse
wave signal to the micro computer.

4. The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the PPG

sensor comprises:

an optical transmitter configured to generate an optical
signal of a predetermined frequency and emit the gen-
erated optical signal of the predetermined frequency to
the body of the subject; and

an optical signal receiver configured to receive the optical
signal reflected from the body and convert the received
optical signal into an electric signal.

5. The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, further comprising
an optical device driving unit configured to drive an optical
device of the optical signal transmitter in response to the
signal of the predetermined frequency.

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the PPG
monitoring circuit comprises:

a current/voltage converter configured to convert an output

current of the PPG sensor into a voltage;

a tuned amplifier configured to tune the voltage converted
by the current/voltage converter by a frequency scope
that includes a band of a predetermined frequency to
remove noise; and

a pulse wave extractor comprising a demodulator and a
lowpass filter, the pulse wave extractor configured to
mix asignal output by the tuned amplifier with the signal
of the predetermined frequency, lowpass filter to extract
a pulse wave signal, and output the pulse wave signal to
the micro computer.

7. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, further comprising
an analog-to-digital converter configured to convert the pulse
wave signal extracted by the pulse wave extractor and output
the converted signal to the micro computer.

8. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein:

the demodulator is configured to multiply the signal output
by the tuned amplifier by the signal of the predetermined
frequency; and

the lowpass filter is configured to lowpass filter a signal
output by the demodulator to extract apulse wave signal.

9. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the pulse
wave extractor is integrally disposed in the micro computer.
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10. The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the tuned
amplifier and the pulse wave extractor are integrally disposed
in the micro computer.

11. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the body
characteristic information includes at least one of sex, weight,
height, length of an arm and age of the subject.

12. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the micro
computer is further configured to compute a second derivative
of the pulse wave signal, and to calculate, as pulse wave
analysis information:

a pulse frequency of the subject monitored by the pulse

wave signal; and

peak values of an acceleration waveform derived from the
second derivative of the pulse wave signal.

13. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
storage configured to store the calculated blood pressure
under the control of the micro computer.

14. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising
storage configured to store the body characteristic informa-
tion of the subject, and to enable retrieval of the body char-
acteristic information of the subject from among body char-
acteristic information stored for other subjects responsive to
input at the body characteristic information input unit of
information corresponding to the subject.

15. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the PPG
monitoring unitis configured to deemphasize noise within the
detected optical signal by removing noise.

16. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the PPG
monitoring unitis configured to deemphasize noise within the
detected optical signal by emphasizing a component of the
detected optical signal other than noise, relative to the noise.

17. A blood pressure monitoring apparatus comprising:

an electrocardiogram monitoring unit configured to moni-
tor an electrocardiogram signal of a subject;

a photoplethysmography (PPG) monitoring unit config-
ured to emit an optical signal of a predetermined fre-
quency to a subject’s body, detect an optical signal that
has reflected from or penetrated the subject’s body, and
deemphasize noise within the detected optical signal to
generate a pulse wave signal;

a body characteristic information input unit configured to
enable input of body characteristic information of the
subject

a temperature sensor configured to monitor a body tem-
perature of a body part from which the pulse wave signal
is monitored;

a micro computer configured to calculate pulse wave
analysis information using the pulse wave signal, to
calculate a pulse wave propagation time using the pulse
wave signal and the electrocardiogram signal, and to
calculate a blood pressure of the subject using the cal-
culated pulse wave analysis information, the pulse wave
propagation time, the body characteristic information
inputted by the body characteristic information input
unit, and the body temperature, wherein the micro com-
puter is configured to calculate blood pressure by input-
ting the pulse wave propagation time, the pulse wave
analysis information, the body characteristic informa-
tion and the body temperature in the following regres-
sion equation:

blood pressure (P)=k, x pulse wave propagation time

+Z kz,x
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pulse wave analysis information
+Z kgjx
7

body characteristic information +k, x body temperature,
where k), K,;, K;; and K, define coeficient values
respectively corresponding to the pulse wave propaga-
tion time, the pulse wave analysis information, the body
characteristic information and the body temperature
monitored from the regression analysis, which are pre-
determined values that are experimentally obtained; and

a display unit displaying the blood pressure calculated by
the micro computer.

18. A blood pressure monitoring method comprising:

inputting body characteristic information of a subject;

monitoring an electrocardiogram signal of the subject;

emitting an optical signal of a predetermined frequency to
the subject’s body;

detecting an optical signal that has reflected from or pen-
etrated the subject’s body;

deemphasizing noise within the detected optical signal to
generate a pulse wave signal;

calculating a pulse wave propagation time and a pulse wave
analysis information using the monitored electrocardio-
gram signal and pulse wave signal; and

monitoring the blood pressure of the subject based on the
calculated pulse wave propagation time, the pulse wave
analysis information, and the body characteristic infor-
mation, wherein monitoring the blood pressure includes
inputting the pulse wave propagation time, the pulse
wave analysis information and the body characteristic
information in the following regression equation:

blood pressure (P)=k, x pulse wave propagation time

+Z kz;x

pulse wave analysis information
+Z kgjx
j

body characteristic information,

where k;, K;;, and K;; define coefficient values respec-
tively corresponding to the pulse wave propagation time,
the pulse wave analysis information, and the body char-
acteristic information monitored from the regression
analysis, which are predetermined values that are
experimentally obtained.

19. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein generating

the pulse wave signal comprises:

generating an optical signal of a predetermined frequency
and emitting the signal to the body of the subject;

receiving the optical signal that has penetrated or has been
reflected from the body of the subject and converting the
signal to an electric signal;

tuning the electric signal to a frequency band including the
predetermined frequency to deemphasize the noise sig-
nal;

filtering the tuned electric signal to remove high frequency
components; and
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generating the pulse wave signal based on the tuned and

filtered electric signal.

20. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein calculating
the pulse wave analysis information comprises: calculating a
pulse frequency of the subject; calculating a second derivative
of the pulse wave signal; and calculating peak values of an
acceleration waveform derived from the second derivative of
the pulse wave signal.

21. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein inputting
the body characteristic information includes inputting at least
one of sex, weight, height, length of an arm and age of the
subject.

22. A blood pressure monitoring method comprising:

inputting body characteristic information of a subject;

monitoring an electrocardiogram signal of the subject;
emitting an optical signal of a predetermined frequency to
the subject’s body;

detecting an optical signal that has reflected from or pen-

etrated the subject’s body;

deemphasizing noise within the detected optical signal to

generate a pulse wave signal;

monitoring a body temperature of a body part from which

the pulse wave signal is monitored,

calculating a pulse wave propagation time and a pulse wave

analysis information using the monitored electrocardio-
gram signal and pulse wave signal; and

monitoring the blood pressure of the subject based on the

calculated pulse wave propagation time, the pulse wave

20
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analysis information the body characteristic information
and the body temperature, wherein monitoring the blood
pressure includes inputting the pulse wave propagation
time, the pulse wave analysis information, the body
characteristic information and the body temperature in
the following regression equation:

blood pressure (P)=k, x pulse wave propagation time

+Z koix
i

pulse wave analysis information
+Z k3jx
j

body characteristic information +k, x body temperature,
where k), K,,, K;; and K, define coefficient values
respectively corresponding to the pulse wave propaga-
tion time, the pulse wave analysis information, the body
characteristic information and the body temperature
monitored from the regression analysis, which are pre-
determined values that are experimentally obtained.
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