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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention:

[0001] The present invention relates to an optical co-
herent tomographic image forming apparatus and a con-
trol method thereof, and in particular the present inven-
tion relates to an optical coherent tomographic image
forming apparatus according to the preamble of claim 1,
such as it is known from US2007/232892.

Description of the Related Art:

[0002] There exists medical care inside a blood vessel
depending on a highly functional catheter such as a bal-
loon catheter, a stent and the like. For this medical care,
it has been becoming popular to use an imaging appa-
ratus for diagnosis such as an optical coherent tomog-
raphy (OCT) apparatus and the like for a diagnosis before
operation or a follow-up confirmation after operation.
[0003] This imaging apparatus for diagnosis includes
an optical lens at the distal end and further, includes a
catheter installed with an optical fiber attached with an
optical mirror. Then, a radial scan is carried out by insert-
ing the catheter thereof inside, a blood vessel of a patient,
by illuminating light onto the blood vessel wall through
the optical mirror while rotating the optical mirror and by
light-receiving the reflected light again from a biological
tissue through the optical mirror thereof, and a cross-
sectional image of the blood vessel is to be constructed
based on the obtained reflected light. Also, for an im-
proved type OCT apparatus, there has been developed
an optical frequency domain imaging (OFDI) apparatus.
[0004] The basic principle of the optical coherent tom-
ographic diagnostic apparatus lies in that the light out-
putted from a light source inside the apparatus is divided
into a measurement light and a reference light, and the
measurement light is emanated through the optical mirror
of the abovementioned optical fiber. Then, a scattering
light reflected by the biological tissue is light-received
through the same optical fiber, there is obtained an in-
terference light with respect to the reference light which
is reflected by going through a known distance, a tomo-
graphic image of the biological tissue (blood vessel) in
the vicinity of the catheter is to be obtained from the in-
tensity thereof (for example, see Patent Document 1:
Japanese unexamined patent publication No.
2007-267867).
[0005] In particular, in case of the optical frequency
domain imaging apparatus, it is possible, by sweeping
the emanated optical wavelength repeatedly within a pre-
determined range, to obtain reflection-intensity distribu-
tion in the depth direction, in which the measurement
light and the reference light are referenced to a same
point, from the frequency distribution of the interference
light obtained without handling the optical path length of

the reference light.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Meanwhile, in case of the optical frequency do-
main imaging apparatus, the rotation speed of the mirror
inside the catheter is made higher than it was before in
order to heighten the resolution of the diagnosis image
thereof. However, on the other hand, caused by the fact
that the rotation speed is heightened, there arises such
a problem as occurrence of its frictional heat. As men-
tioned above, since the catheter is an object inserted into
the inside of a blood vessel, the less the influence of the
frictional heat with respect to biological tissue is the better
the result is. Also, the risk of breakdown is heightened
by rotating the mirror at a high speed. Therefore, when
rotating the mirror at a high speed, an upper limit is pro-
vided for a period during which the high speed rotation
thereof is continued. Also, it is necessary for the timing
of rotating the mirror at a high speed to match with the
timing of carrying out the scan for obtaining the tomo-
graphic image of the targeted blood vessel region.
[0007] On the other hand, it is also required to judge
whether or not the catheter is positioned at the measure-
ment region for obtaining the tomographic image and/or
to carry out a confirmation process as to whether or not
the mirror rotates normally or the like. In this confirmation
process, it is enough if a rough tomographic image of the
blood vessel can be obtained and it is enough if it can be
confirmed, by watching the image thereof, whether or not
the mirror rotates normally, so that there is no problem
even if the rotation speed of the mirror on an occasion
thereof is in a low-speed rotation in which the influence
of frictional heat is ignorable.
[0008] From the consideration mentioned above, the
inventor of the present application reached a conception
of setting the rotation speed of the mirror into two stages,
but became aware of the fact that there is a further prob-
lem in case of providing an operation switch for simply
instructing the high speed rotation and the low speed
rotation respectively. That is a problem in case of having
instructed a high speed rotation by an erroneous opera-
tion. In a case in which the timing of instructing a scan
for actually obtaining a tomographic image is near the
continuation time-limit of the high speed rotation while
not being aware of the fact that a high speed rotation has
been instructed by an erroneous operation, the continu-
ation time-limit is reached before the scan is completed
and it happens that the measurement becomes invalid.
Also, caused by the fact that a high speed rotation has
been employed until the edge of the continuation time-
limit, at that time point, the catheter becomes relatively
in a high temperature. Therefore, it is desired, for the
instruction of the high speed rotation again, to wait until
there elapses a certain time period during which the tem-
perature lowers adequately.
[0009] Consequently, the apparatus disclosed here is
addressed to offer an optical coherent tomographic di-
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agnostic apparatus in which it becomes difficult for an
operation error, which relates to the rotation speed of the
mirror portion as mentioned above, to occur and also, in
which it makes it possible to carry out a scan superior in
operability.
[0010] More specifically, the present invention disclos-
es:
An optical coherent tomographic image forming appara-
tus according to claim 1. The dependent claims relate to
advantageous embodiments.
[0011] According to one aspect, in an optical coherent
tomographic diagnostic apparatus, it makes it difficult for
the erroneous operation, relating to the rotation speed of
the mirror portion inside the probe, to occur and also, it
makes it possible to carry out a scan superior in opera-
bility.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012]

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an outward-appearance
constitution of an imaging apparatus for diagnosis
relating to an exemplified embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a functional con-
stitution of an imaging apparatus for diagnosis;
FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a functional con-
stitution of a signal processing unit; FIGS. 4A and
4B are diagrams for explaining rotation scanning and
axial-direction movement of an optical probe inside
a blood vessel, and for explaining illumination of a
measurement light and an intake of a reflected light;
FIGS. 5A and 5B are schematic diagrams for ex-
plaining an operation of the optical probe inside the
blood vessel;
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an operation unit of a
scanner & pull-back unit; and
FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a process procedure
of a signal processing unit with respect to an oper-
ation by the operation unit of the scanner & pull-back
unit.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0013] Hereinafter, in accordance with the attached
drawings, an exemplified embodiment will be explained
in detail.

[Explanation of Apparatus Structure and Operation]

[0014] First of all, it will be explained with respect to
the structure of an entire apparatus and operation in this
exemplified embodiment.
[0015] FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a system constitu-
tion and an outward-appearance constitution of a wave-
length sweep type optical coherent tomographic (OCT)
image forming apparatus (hereinafter, referred to as im-
aging apparatus for diagnosis) equipped with the consti-

tution of the embodiment. As shown in FIG. 1, the imaging
apparatus for diagnosis 100 is provided with an optical
probe unit 101, a scanner & pull-back unit 102 and an
operation control apparatus 103.
[0016] Also, since a flush liquid described later is made
to flow to a blood vessel region targeted for diagnosis, a
guiding catheter 115 housing the optical probe unit 101
is used. An insertion hole, into which the optical probe
unit 101 is inserted as shown by the arrow in FIG. 1, is
provided at a rear end 115a of this guiding catheter 115
and an opening portion for exposing the optical probe
unit 101 to the outside is provided at a distal end 115b.
Then, this guiding catheter 115 is provided with a port
116 for connecting a medicine introducing portion 118
which accommodates the flush liquid described later. By
operating this medicine introducing portion 118, the flush
liquid accommodated in the inside is discharged through
the distal end portion 11b.
[0017] The scanner & pull-back unit 102 and the oper-
ation control apparatus 103 are connected by the signal
line & optical fiber 104. The guiding catheter 115 housing
the optical probe unit 101 is directly inserted into a body
lumen such as a blood vessel and the like, and the state
inside the body lumen is measured by using an imaging
core provided at a distal end of the optical probe unit 101.
This optical probe unit 101 is constituted by an optical
fiber 236 which passes through the inside thereof and a
catheter sheath 403 which covers the outside thereof,
and at least the vicinity of the distal end portion thereof
is constituted by a transparent member (details thereof
will be described later).
[0018] For the above-mentioned flush liquid, a physi-
ological saline and a contrast agent (and a mixture liquid
thereof) are used, and it is stored in the medicine intro-
ducing portion 118. The medicine introducing portion 118
is composed, for example, of a syringe, accommodates
the flush liquid, and makes the flush liquid flow from a
catheter distal end into a blood vessel by pressing a
plunger thereof. By replacing the blood with the flush liq-
uid after pushing and flowing away the blood, it become
possible to make the scanning in a state in which the
effect of the hematocyte component is less exerted. Such
an operation mentioned above is generally referred to as
a flush operation, but the detail description thereof will
be omitted here.
[0019] The scanner & pull-back unit 102 regulates a
radial operation of an imaging core inside the optical
probe unit 101 by rotational motion performed by a built-
in motor. Also, this scanner & pull-back unit 102 performs
an operation (pull-back process) for pulling back the op-
tical fiber 236, which is rotating inside the optical probe
unit 101, at a constant speed by driving another built-in
motor. By this pull-back process, it is possible to obtain
a continuous blood vessel tomographic image which is
along the axis of a blood vessel. Also, this scanner & pull-
back unit 102 is provided with an operation portion 102a
which is arranged with various kinds of instruction switch-
es for instructing the setting of the rotation speed,
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start/stop of the rotation and pullback of the optical fiber
236 inside the optical probe unit 101.
[0020] On an occasion when carrying out optical co-
herent tomographic image formation of biological tissue,
the operation control apparatus 103 is provided with a
function for inputting various kinds of setting values, a
function for outputting measurement light, and a function
for processing data obtained by measurement and dis-
playing them as tomographic image. In the operation con-
trol apparatus 103, a reference numeral 111 indicates a
main body control unit, which processes data obtained
by measurement and outputs a processed result. A ref-
erence numeral 111-1 indicates a printer & DVD recorder
and it happens that the processed result in the main body
control unit 111 is printed and is stored as data. A refer-
ence numeral 112 indicates an operation panel and a
user carries out inputs of various kinds of setting values
and instruction through the operation panel 112. A refer-
ence numeral 113 indicates an LCD monitor as a display
apparatus and it displays a processed result in the main
body control unit 111.
[0021] FIG. 2 is a functional constitution diagram of the
imaging apparatus for diagnosis 100 shown in FIG. 1. In
the drawing, a reference numeral 208 indicates a wave-
length swept light source and a Swept Laser is used. The
wavelength swept light source 208 is one kind of an Ex-
tended-cavity Laser which is composed of a light source
portion 208a having an optical fiber 217 connected with
an SOA216 (semiconductor optical amplifier) in a ring
shape and a polygon scanning filter 208b. The light out-
putted from the SOA216 proceeds through the optical
fiber 217 and enters the polygon scanning filter 208b and
the light whose wavelength is selected here is amplified
by the SOA216 and finally, is outputted from a coupler
214. In the polygon scanning filter 208b, the wavelength
is selected depending on the combination of a diffraction
grating 212 for light-splitting the light and a polygon mirror
209. The light which is light-split by the diffraction grating
212 is focused on the surface of the polygon mirror 209
depending on two lenses 210, 211. Thus, only the light
of the wavelength perpendicular to the polygon mirror
209 returns to the same optical path and is outputted
from the polygon scanning filter 208b, so that it is possible
to carry out the time sweep of the wavelength by rotating
the polygon mirror 209. For the polygon mirror 209, for
example, a 72-facets mirror is used and the rotation
speed thereof is around 50000rpm. Owing to the unique
wavelength sweep system in which the polygon mirror
209 and the diffraction grating 212 are combined, it is
possible to employ the wavelength sweep of high speed
and high power.
[0022] The light outputted from the coupler 214 of the
wavelength swept light source 208 is made to enter one
end of a first single mode fiber 230. The first single mode
fiber 230 is guided to an optical coupler 226 which is
optically coupled with a second single mode fiber 231
and here, the light is transmitted by being branched into
two paths.

[0023] On the distal end side ahead of the photo cou-
pler unit 226 of the first single mode fiber 230, there is
provided a scanner & pull-back unit 102. Inside the scan-
ner & pull-back unit 102, there is provided an optical ro-
tary joint (optical coupling unit) 203 which connects be-
tween a non-rotary portion (fixed portion) and a rotary
portion (rotationally drive portion) and which transmits
the light. Further, a fourth single mode fiber 235 provided
on the distal end side of the optical rotary joint 203 is
connected in a freely detachable manner with a fifth sin-
gle mode fiber 236 through an adapter 202. Thus, while
repeating light transmission and reception, the light from
the wavelength swept light source 208 is transmitted into
an imaging core 201 which is rotationally driven.
[0024] The light transmitted to the fifth single mode fib-
er 236 is illuminated from the distal end side of the im-
aging core 201 with respect to a biological tissue of a
blood vessel while performing radial operation. Then, a
portion of the reflected light which is scattered on the
surface of or in the inside of the biological tissue is taken-
in by the imaging core 201 and returns to the first single
mode fiber 230 side by way of the reverse optical path,
and a portion thereof moves to the second single mode
fiber 237 side by the photo coupler unit 226 which has
functions as a light splitting unit and a light coupling unit
at the same time. In the photo coupler unit 226, the re-
flected light is mixed with a reference light described be-
low and is light-received as an interference light by a
photo detector (in the exemplified embodiment, referred
to as a photodiode, hereinafter as a PD) 219.
[0025] The rotation unit side of the optical rotary joint
203 is rotationally driven by a radial scanning motor 205
of the rotary drive apparatus 204. Also, the rotary angle
of the radial scanning motor 205 is detected by an en-
coder unit 206. Further, the scanner & pull-back unit 102
is provided with a linear drive apparatus 207 and defines
the insertion-direction (axial-direction) movement of the
optical probe unit 101 based on an instruction from a
signal processing unit 223.The axial-direction movement
is realized by a mechanism in which a linear drive motor
inside the linear drive apparatus 207 operates based on
a control signal from the signal processing unit 223.
[0026] Also, there is provided a variable mechanism
225 of the optical path length for fine-adjusting the optical
path length of the reference light at a distal end on the
distal end side from the photo coupler unit 226 of the
second single mode fiber 231. This variable mechanism
225 of this optical path length is provided with an optical
path length adjuster for changing the optical path length
which corresponds to the fluctuation of the length thereof
such that the fluctuation of the length of the individual
optical probe 201 can be absorbed in case of using the
optical probe (imaging core) 201 by being exchanged.
The second single mode fiber 231 and a collimator lens
234 are provided on a one-axis stage 232 which is freely
movable in the optical axis direction thereof as shown by
an arrow 233 and form the optical path length adjuster.
[0027] More specifically, in case of exchanging the op-
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tical probe 201, the one-axis stage 232 functions as an
optical path length adjuster having such an amount of
variable range of optical path length, which can absorb
the fluctuation of the optical path length of the optical
probe. Further, the one-axis stage 232 is provided also
with a function as an adjuster for adjusting an offset. For
example, even in a case in which the distal end of the
optical probe 201 is not closely attached to the surface
of the biological tissue, minutely changing the optical path
length by the one-axis stage makes it possible to set a
state of interference from the surface position of the bi-
ological tissue.
[0028] The light reflected through mirrors 227, 229 and
a lens 228 is inputted to a second single mode fiber 231
as the reference light. The reference light whose optical
path length is fine-adjusted by the variable mechanism
225 of the optical path length is mixed with the reflected
light from the first single mode fiber 230 side at the photo
coupler unit 226 which is provided on the way of the sec-
ond single mode fiber 231, and becomes the interference
light, and it is light-received by the PD 219. The light
which is light-received by the PD 219 is photoelectrically
converted and becomes an electric signal, and it is in-
putted to an amplifier 220 and amplified, and thereafter,
it is supplied to a demodulator 221. In this demodulator
221, a demodulation process for extracting only the sig-
nal component of the interference light is carried out and
the output thereof is inputted to an A/D converter 222.
[0029] In the A/D converter 222, the interference light
signal is applied with sampling, for example, by 180MHz
for 2048 points and digital data (interference data) of one
line are generated. Note that the reason why the sampling
frequency is set to be 180MHz is on an assumption that
about 90% of the period of wavelength sweep (12. 5msec)
is extracted as digital data of 2048 points in case of setting
the repetition frequency of wavelength sweep to be
80kHz and it is not limited by this aspect in particular.
[0030] The interference light data of one line unit, which
are generated in the A/D converter 222 are inputted to
the signal processing unit 223. In this signal processing
unit 223, the interference light data are frequency-de-
composed by FFT (Fast Fourier Transform) and data in
the depth direction are generated, and by coordinate-
converting these data, cross-sectional images at respec-
tive positions of the blood vessel are formed and output-
ted to an LCD monitor 113 by a predetermined frame rate.
[0031] Note that the signal processing unit 223 is con-
nected with an optical path length adjuster control unit
218. The signal processing unit 223 carries out control
of the position of the one-axis stage 232 by means of the
optical path length adjuster control unit 218. Also, the
signal processing unit 223 is connected with a motor con-
trol circuit 224 and in synchronization with a video syn-
chronization signal when forming a cross-sectional im-
age, the cross-sectional image is stored in an internal
memory. In addition, the video synchronization signal of
this motor control circuit 224 is transmitted also to the
rotary drive apparatus 204 and in the rotary drive appa-

ratus 204, a drive signal in synchronization with the video
synchronization signal is outputted. Further, it happens
that the signal processing unit 223 executes sampling of
the interference light by the above-mentioned PD 219
and A/D converter 222.
[0032] FIG. 4A is a diagram for explaining an aspect
in which the imaging core 201 of the optical probe unit
101 is inserted into a body lumen (into a blood vessel)
and a radial scan is carried out. A catheter sheath 403
installed with the imaging core 201 which is constituted
by the optical fiber 236 including an optical mirror 401
and an optical lens 402 at the distal end thereof is inserted
into, for example, a blood vessel lumen. The rotary drive
apparatus 204 rotates the imaging core 201 in an arrow
405 direction in the inside of the catheter sheath 403 and
the linear drive apparatus 207 moves it toward the arrow
406 direction (pull-back process). At that time, as shown
in FIG. 4B, the measurement light from the wavelength
swept light source 208 is illuminated to the blood vessel
wall by the optical mirror 401 by way of the optical fiber
236. The reflected light to which the illuminated light is
reflected is returned to the apparatus from the optical
mirror 401 by way of the optical fiber 236. More specifi-
cally, the optical mirror 401 has a function as an optical
deflection unit which deflects the light of the axial direction
of the optical probe unit 101 from the optical fiber 236
toward the body lumen wall direction. For the optical de-
flection unit, also a prism or the like can be used.
[0033] FIGS. 5 are schematic diagrams for explaining
the operation of the optical probe unit 101 when imaging
an intravascular tomographic image. FIGS. 5A and 5B
are respectively a perspective view and a cross-sectional
view of the blood vessel in a state in which the optical
probe unit 101 is inserted thereinto. In FIG. 5A, a refer-
ence numeral 501 indicates a blood vessel cross-section
into which the optical probe unit 101 is inserted. As de-
scribed above, the imaging core 201 of the optical probe
unit 101 is attached with the optical lens 402 and the
optical mirror 401 at the distal end thereof and rotates in
the direction shown by a reference numeral 405 in FIG.
5B depending on the radial scanning motor 205.
[0034] Depending on the optical lens 402, transmis-
sion & reception of the measurement light are carried out
at respective rotary angles. Lines 1, 2, ..., 512 show illu-
mination directions of the measurement light at respec-
tive rotary angles. In this exemplified embodiment, while
the imaging core 201 including the optical mirror 401 and
the optical lens 402 rotates as much as the angle of 360
degree at the position of a predetermined blood vessel
cross-section 501, the transmission of measurement
light & the reception of reflected light intermittently are
carried out 512 times. Note that the number of times of
the transmission & reception of the measurement light
during a period of rotating 360 degrees is not limited by
this aspect in particular and it is assumed that the number
of times is settable arbitrarily. In this manner, the scan in
which the transmission & reception of the signal is re-
peated while rotating the imaging core 201 is generally
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referred to as a "radial scan (rotation scan)". Also, the
transmission of the measurement light & the reception
of the reflected light by such an imaging core 201 is car-
ried out while the imaging core 201 proceeds in the inside
of the blood vessel toward the arrow 406 direction (see
FIG. 4A).
[0035] Note that for the rotation speed of the imaging
core 201 in the exemplified embodiment, there are pro-
vided two kinds of speeds of 1800rpm and 9600rpm. The
1800rpm is a speed for mainly confirming whether or not
the distal end portion of the imaging core 201 has been
positioned at the aimed region and confirming whether
or not the imaging core 201 is rotating correctly, and by
this number of rotation, the pulling-back (pull-back) of the
imaging core is not carried out toward the arrow 406 di-
rection in FIG. 4A. Hereinafter, this rotation process by
1800rpm is referred to as a process of a radial scan mode.
[0036] On the other hand, the 9600rpm is a speed for
obtaining a high-resolution blood vessel tomographic im-
age and also, is a mode for obtaining an image in a pre-
determined range along the blood vessel axis. Accord-
ingly, in this mode, the process of pull-back toward the
arrow 406 direction in FIG. 4A is carried out while rotating
the imaging core 201 by 9600rpm. The flush operation
explained previously (operation of injecting flush liquid)
is carried out in this case. Hereinafter, this mode is re-
ferred to as a pull-back scan mode. Incidentally, the arrow
406 in FIG. 4A is the direction toward which the imaging
core 201 is pulled back and it is opposite to the direction
toward which the blood flows. When the flush operation
is carried out, the medicine is outpoured toward the inside
of the blood vessel from the distal end portion 115b of
the guiding catheter 115 by passing through the empty
space between the guiding catheter 115 and the catheter
sheath 403, and at the portion thereof, the blood is drifted
away and replaced by the medicine in which a flow with-
out having an influence of the hematocyte component is
produced. Then, during the pull-back operation, the distal
end portion of the imaging core 201 moves in the area
replaced by the medicine toward the arrow 406 direction
and it become possible to scan for a highly accurate im-
age. Note that during the pull-back, the guiding catheter
115 is arranged at a position so as not to cover the distal
end portion of the imaging core 201.
[0037] FIG. 3 shows a constitution of a signal process-
ing unit 223 in the exemplified embodiment. This signal
processing unit 223 carries out a generation process of
the tomographic image based on an electric signal (signal
from A/D converter 222) obtained from the interference
light in the radial scan mode and the pull-back scan mode
which are mentioned above in accordance with an in-
struction by an operator depending on the operation pan-
el 112 and the operation unit 102a. This generation proc-
ess will be explained next.
[0038] The signal processing unit 223 stores data of
the interference light for one line by the wavelength
sweep from the A/D converter 222 sequentially into a line
memory unit 301. Then, depending on an encoder signal

of the motor, which is outputted from a motor control cir-
cuit 224, signals are selected and grouped such that the
number of lines per one rotation of the motor becomes
512 lines. More specifically, the interference light data
per one line are outputted to the line data generation unit
302 by every 512 data per one rotation of the motor.
[0039] The line data generation unit 302 generates the
line data by carrying out an FFT (Fast Fourier Transform)
process and concurrently, a line addition-averaging proc-
ess, a filtering process, a logarithmic conversion and the
like are carried out, and the obtained line data are out-
putted to a post-processing unit 303 at a subsequent
stage. The line data is defined as data array which makes
a line from center of the cross-sectional image to edge
of the cross-sectional image. The line date is produced
from coherent light intensity of the emission direction of
the transmitting.
[0040] In the post-processing unit 303, a contrast ad-
justment, a brightness adjustment, a gamma correction,
a frame correlation, a sharpness process and the like are
applied for the line data received from the line data gen-
eration unit 302, and the processed result thereof is out-
putted to an image construction unit 304. The image con-
struction unit 304 converts the line data train of polar-
coordinate to a video signal and displays it on the LCD
monitor 113 as blood vessel cross-sectional images.
Note that as one example, there is shown, here, an ex-
ample of constructing an image by 512 lines, but it is not
to be limited by this number of lines. It happens that a
control unit 305 controls a series of operations of the
respective units mentioned above, but the contents of
calculation until the blood vessel tomographic image is
obtained and portions relating to the display process
thereof do not directly concern the embodiment, so that
further detailed explanations will be omitted.

[Explanation of User Interface]

[0041] Next, it will be explained with respect to user
interface for an operator in the exemplified embodiment.
First, before moving into explanation of the user interface,
it will be explained with respect to premise portions there-
of.
[0042] As explained previously, for the scan mode in
the exemplified embodiment, there are the radial scan
mode (process for making the optical mirror 401 rotate
by 1800rpm) and the pull-back scan mode (pull-back
process of the optical fiber 236 in which the optical mirror
401 is rotated by 9600rpm and the optical mirror 401 is
made to move by a constant speed toward the arrow 406
direction in FIG. 4).
[0043] Any problem is not caused by 1800rpm, but
when the optical fiber 236 (optical mirror 401) is rotated
in the catheter sheath by such a high speed as 9600rpm,
frictional heat is generated there and it happens that the
temperature of the catheter sheath will heighten. There-
fore, it is not desirable for the biological tissue on the
outside of the catheter sheath to continue the rotation for
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a long period. In addition, there also occurs a possibility
which leads to breakages of the optical fiber 236 and the
optical mirror 401. Consequently, it was required to set
the duration time of the rotation speed referred to as
9600rpm to be within 42 seconds maximally and more
specifically, to provide a limiter for the duration time of
the high speed rotation of the pull-back scan mode.
[0044] However, in a case in which it happens that the
operator instructs the high speed rotation by 9600rpm
caused by an erroneous operation and it happens that
the pull-back scan is instructed without being aware of a
fact that the high speed rotation thereof continues nearly
for 42 seconds, it happens that the duration time termi-
nates on the way of the scan and the rotation stops, so
that complete measurement data can not be obtained.
Therefore, it is necessary to prevent such an erroneous
operation as much as possible. Note that the above-men-
tioned 42 seconds as the maximum duration time is mere-
ly presented as one example and it is a value which is
suitably changeable.
[0045] Also, as explained previously, the pull-back
scan mode is a mode in which the tomographic image of
a predetermined distance of the blood vessel is scanned
while carrying out the pull-back of the optical fiber, so
that it is necessary to provide time for achieving the move-
ment over the predetermined distance until the scan is
completed. Therefore, the timing for starting the pull-back
process has to be set within a time period which is ob-
tained by subtracting as much as an amount of time nec-
essary for the pull-back process thereof from the maxi-
mum duration time (42 seconds) by 9600rpm. Although
depending on the length of the scan, in this exemplified
embodiment, it is assumed that the rotation is to be
stopped if the start instruction of the pull-back process is
not carried out within 30 seconds after the rotation speed
becomes 9600rpm.
[0046] In light of the foregoing, according to FIG. 6
showing one example of the operation unit 102a in the
scanner & pull-back unit 102 and FIG. 7 showing a proc-
ess procedure, there will be explained processes (proc-
ess contents of the signal processing unit 223) relating
to the user interface in an exemplified embodiment.
[0047] As shown in FIG. 6, in the operation unit 102a
provided at the scanner & pull-back unit 102, there are
provided a switch (button is also acceptable) 610 for stop-
ping the rotation of the optical fiber 236, a switch 620 for
instructing a shifting to the radial scan mode (1800rpm),
a switch 630 for instructing an entering to the pull-back
scan mode and a shifting to a state in which the pull-back
is possible (9600rpm), and a switch 640 for carrying out
a start instruction of the pull-back. Also, those switches
are installed with LEDs 611, 621, 631, 641 as lighting
display devices for notifying the states of the switches
respectively. The relationships between driving states of
the LEDs and functional states of the switches are as
follows.
LED turned off: Indicating a state in which the function
of the switch thereof is not expressed

LED turned on: Indicating a state in which the function
of the switch thereof is expressed
LED blinking: Indicating a transitional state until the func-
tion of the switch thereof is expressed
[0048] Note that since it is enough if only the state can
be distinguished, it is needless to say that it is allowed
to employ another driving method than the driving meth-
od for the LEDs, which was mentioned above. Depending
on the case, it is allowed to prepare LEDs having a
number of light-emitting colors and to change the light-
emitting colors in response to the state.
[0049] Also, the operation unit 102a is provided with a
display unit 650 for countdown-displaying the remaining
number of seconds during which the pull-back switch 640
can be pushed down when the rotation becomes
9600rpm.
[0050] Hereinafter, there will be explained processes
of the signal processing unit 223 in an exemplified em-
bodiment in accordance with a flowchart in FIG. 7.
[0051] First, the signal processing unit 223 carries out,
in step S1, an initial process of each constituent element
used for an optical coherent tomographic image forma-
tion process. Within this process, there are included a
turn-on process of the LED 621 for notifying the fact that
the radial scan switch 620 functions, and turn-off proc-
esses of the LEDs 611, 631, 641 for notifying the fact
that other switches do not function. It becomes a situation
in which the operator carries out, in this state, an opera-
tion for guiding the optical probe unit 101 to the inside of
the blood vessel in the diagnosis region of a patient.
[0052] The operator pushes down the radial scan
switch 620 in order to confirm the position of the optical
probe 201, to fine-adjust the position and to confirm
whether or not the optical mirror portion 401 rotates nor-
mally. When the signal processing unit 223 detects the
push-down of this radial scan switch 620 ("Yes" in step
S2), the driving of the radial scanning motor 205 is carried
out for making the optical fiber 236 rotate by 1800rpm.
At that time, the LED of the radial switch 620 is put into
a blinking state. Note that even if a switch other than the
radial scan switch 620 within the switch group shown in
FIG. 6 is pushed down, that is ignored. The configuration
in which the push-down of a switch lying in a turned-off
state is ignored will be similar also in the explanation
hereinafter.
[0053] Then, in step S3, when it is judged that the
speed has reached 1800rpm, there is carried out a proc-
ess for obtaining the tomographic image at the rotation
speed thereof and there is carried out a process for dis-
playing the image thereof on the LCD monitor 113 (step
S4). As a result thereof, it is possible for the operator to
confirm and fine-adjust the position of the optical mirror
portion 401 and confirm whether or not the optical mirror
portion 401 rotates normally. In this situation, in order to
obtain a more accurate image, it sometimes happens
that the operator carries out a flush operation using a
small amount of medicine (operation of making the med-
icine at the medicine introducing portion 120 flow out from
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the distal end portion 115b of the guiding catheter 115).
Also, in the course of carrying out the process of this step
S4, the LEDs 611, 631 are turned on, and it is notifying
that the push-downs of the stop switch 610 and the pull-
back ready switch 630 are to be regarded as effective,
and there is waited for the detection of the push-down of
any one of the switches (steps S5, S6).
[0054] Here, when the push-down of the stop switch
610 is detected, the signal processing unit 223 stops the
rotation of the optical fiber 236 in step S7 and the process
is returned to step S1.
[0055] On the other hand, when the push-down of the
pull-back ready switch 630 is detected, the signal
processing unit 223 carries out the driving of the radial
scanning motor 205 in order to rotate the optical fiber 236
by 9600rpm and concurrently, blinks the LED 631 (step
S6). Then, in step S8, there is a wait until the rotation
speed reaches 9600rpm.
[0056] When the speed reaches 9600rpm, it becomes
a state in which the pullback is possible, there is started
the countdown of the residual time until the pullback be-
comes unable to be carried out (30 seconds in the ex-
emplified embodiment), and there is started displaying
of the residual time thereof on the display unit 650 (step
S9). During this countdown, the switches which the op-
erator can operate are the stop switch 610 and the pull-
back switch 640, so that the respective LEDs 611, 641
are turned on and the LEDs 621, 631 of the other switches
are turned off.
[0057] The signal processing unit 223 judges whether
or not the remaining number of seconds by the count-
down is zero second in step S10 and whether or not any
one of the stop switch 610 and the pull-back switch 640
has been pushed down in steps S11, S12, and looping
takes place in S10 to S12 until any one is judged. Note
that if the speed is allowed to return to 1800rpm, it is
allowed during this looping to turn on the LED 621, to
carry out a process of judging whether or not the radial
scan switch 620 has been pushed down and to return
the process to step S3 when the push-down thereof is
detected.
[0058] Now, in the looping mentioned above, in a case
in which the remaining number of seconds by the count-
down has become zero second or the push-down of the
stop switch 611 has been detected, the process proceeds
to step S7, stops the rotation of the optical fiber 236 and
returns to step S1. At that time, the LED 641 is turned off.
[0059] On the other hand, when the push-down of the
pull-back switch 640 is detected (at that time, operator
is carrying out flush operation for introducing medicine
into a blood vessel from medicine introducing portion
118), the process proceeds to step S13. Here, the signal
processing unit 223 starts driving of the linear drive ap-
paratus 207 and carries out the process of pulling the
optical fiber 236 (rotating at 9600rpm) by a predeter-
mined speed as much as a distance which is set before-
hand. During that period, as explained previously, there
is carried out the sampling of the electric signal of the

interference light by the A/D converter 222 and there is
carried out the process for obtaining the three-dimen-
sional tomographic images of the blood vessel. During
this pull-back process, the LED 641 of the pull-back
switch 640 is blinking and the LEDs of the other switches
are turned off. In this manner, when the pull-back of the
optical fiber 236 for the necessary distance is finished,
the process proceeds to step S14, the process of the
pull-back is terminated and the rotation of the optical fiber
236 is stopped. At that time, all of the LEDs are turned
off. Thereafter, the process proceeds to step S15 and
information such as the obtained interference light data
and the like is stored in a memory unit of a hard disk or
the like which is not shown, and this process is finished.
[0060] As explained above, according to this exempli-
fied embodiment, it is not possible to shift to such a high-
speed rotation as 9600rpm without undergoing such a
low-speed rotation as 1800rpm for carrying out the con-
firmation operation, so that in a non-rotation state, even
if the pull-back ready switch is pushed down by an erro-
neous operation, it is possible to treat the operation there-
of as invalid and it become possible to improve safety
and operability. Also, there can be obtained a situation
in which whether or not each switch is effective can be
confirmed by the driving state of the LED provided at
each switch and it becomes more possible to prevent
erroneous operations. Note that to provide the stage of
such a low-speed rotation as 1800rpm is useful for car-
rying out various kinds of the confirmation operations for
which high-speed rotation is not required, and it becomes
effective in case of avoiding heat generation and break-
down.
[0061] Note that in the exemplified embodiment, an ex-
ample was explained in which each switch is arranged
at the scanner & pull-back unit 102. Instead of or in ad-
dition to this aspect, it is also allowed, for a similar switch
to be provided at the operation panel 112 or to be dis-
played on the LCD monitor 113.
[0062] Also, in the exemplified embodiment, examples
of 1800rpm and 9600rpm were explained for the rotation
speeds of the optical fiber 236, but the present invention
is not to be limited by these rotation numbers. It is need-
less to say that the length of time for counting down also
varies depending on the apparatus constitution and/or
the setting, so that the present invention is not to be lim-
ited by the exemplified embodiments mentioned above.
[0063] Having described preferred embodiments of the
invention with reference to the accompanying drawings,
it is to be understood that the invention is not limited to
those precise embodiments and that various changes
and modifications could be effected therein by one skilled
in the art.

Claims

1. An optical coherent tomographic image forming ap-
paratus (100) comprising:
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a light source (208);
an optical divider (226) configured to divide a
light outputted from the light source (208) into a
measurement light and a reference light;
an optical probe unit (101) which is insertable
into inside of a body lumen, comprises a catheter
sheath (403) and an imaging core (201) ar-
ranged in the catheter sheath (403), the imaging
core (201) comprises an optical fiber (236) and
an optical deflection unit (401) provided at a dis-
tal end of the optical fiber (236), the optical probe
unit (101) configured to emanate the measure-
ment light to the biological tissue and receive a
reflected light;
a drive unit (204) configured to rotate the imag-
ing core (201) inside the catheter sheath (403)
around the axial direction of the optical probe
unit (101) and to move it along the axial direction
of the optical probe unit (101), a signal process-
ing unit (223) configured to generate a cross-
sectional image inside a biological tissue based
on the light intensity of an interference light
which is obtained from the reflected light and the
reference light;
characterized in that the drive unit (204) com-
prises:

a first switch (620) for instructing rotation of
the optical deflection unit (401) at a first
speed;
a second switch (630) for instructing rota-
tion of the optical deflection unit (401) at a
second speed which is higher than the first
speed; and
a driving controller (204, 224) configured to
drive the optical deflection unit (401) rota-
tionally at the first speed in case of detecting
instruction operation of the first switch (620)
and change the rotation speed of the optical
deflection unit to the second speed, in case
of detecting instruction operation of the sec-
ond switch (630), under the condition that
the optical deflection unit (401) rotates at
the first speed when the second switch is
instructionally operated.

2. The optical coherent tomographic image forming ap-
paratus (100) further comprising:

a time counter for starting measurement of the
time period for which the second speed contin-
ues when the rotation speed of the optical de-
flection unit (401) reaches the second speed;
and
a rotation stopper (610) for stopping the rotation
of the optical deflection unit (401) when the time
period measured by the time counter reaches a
preset time.

3. The optical coherent tomographic image forming ap-
paratus (100) according to claim 2, further compris-
ing:

a third switch (640) for instructing movement of
the optical deflection unit (401) at a predeter-
mined speed along the axial direction of the op-
tical probe unit (101); and
a movement controller (207) for moving the op-
tical deflection unit (401) at the predetermined
speed, in case of detecting instruction operation
of the third switch, under the condition that the
optical deflection unit (401) rotates at the second
speed when the third switch (640) is instruction-
ally operated.

4. The optical coherent tomographic image forming ap-
paratus (100) according to claim 3, further compris-
ing a countdown display device (650) for displaying
the residual time until the time limit within which the
third switch (640) must be pushed down in order to
complete the movement of the optical deflection unit
(401) at the predetermined speed after the optical
deflection unit (401) reaches the second speed.

5. The optical coherent tomographic image forming ap-
paratus (100) according to claim 4, wherein the first
switch (620), the second switch (630) and the third
switch (640) are provided with lighting display devic-
es (621, 631, 641) for notifying whether or not oper-
ation to the switches is effective.

Patentansprüche

1. Optisch kohärente Tomographiebild-Erzeugungs-
vorrichtung (100), umfassend:

eine Lichtquelle (208);
einen optischen Teiler (226), der so konfiguriert
ist, dass er ein Licht, das von der Lichtquelle
(208) ausgegeben wird, in ein Messlicht und ein
Referenzlicht teilt;
eine optische Sondeneinheit (101), die in das
Innere eines Körperlumens einführbar ist, um-
fassend eine Katheterhülle (403) und einen in
der Katheterhülle (403) angeordneten Abbil-
dungskern (201), wobei der Abbildungskern
(201) eine optische Faser (236) und eine opti-
sche Ablenkeinheit (401) aufweist, die an einem
distalen Ende der optischen Faser (236) vorge-
sehen ist, wobei die optische Sondeneinheit
(101) so konfiguriert ist, dass sie das Messlicht
auf das biologische Gewebe ausstrahlt und ein
reflektiertes Licht empfängt;
eine Antriebseinheit (204), die so konfiguriert ist,
dass sie den Abbildungskern (201) innerhalb
der Katheterhülle (403) um die axiale Richtung
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der optischen Sondeneinheit (101) dreht und ihn
entlang der axialen Richtung der optischen Son-
deneinheit (101) bewegt, eine Signalverarbei-
tungseinheit (223), die so konfiguriert ist, dass
sie ein Querschnittsbild innerhalb eines biologi-
schen Gewebes auf der Grundlage der Lichtin-
tensität eines Interferenzlichts erzeugt, das aus
dem reflektierten Licht und dem Referenzlicht
erhalten wird;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Antriebs-
einheit (204) umfasst:

einen ersten Schalter (620) zum Anweisen
der Drehung der optischen Ablenkeinheit
(401) mit einer ersten Geschwindigkeit;
einen zweiten Schalter (630) zum Anweisen
der Drehung der optischen Ablenkeinheit
(401) mit einer zweiten Geschwindigkeit,
die höher als die erste Geschwindigkeit ist;
und
eine Antriebssteuereinrichtung (204, 224),
die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie die optische
Ablenkeinheit (401) im Falle der Erfassung
einer Anweisungsoperation des ersten
Schalters (620) mit der ersten Geschwin-
digkeit drehend antreibt und die Drehge-
schwindigkeit der optischen Ablenkeinheit
im Falle der Erfassung einer Anweisungs-
operation des zweiten Schalters (630) auf
die zweite Geschwindigkeit ändert, unter
der Bedingung, dass sich die optische Ab-
lenkeinheit (401) mit der ersten Geschwin-
digkeit dreht, wenn der zweite Schalter an-
weisungsgemäß betätigt wird.

2. Optisch kohärente Tomographiebild-Erzeugungs-
vorrichtung (100), ferner umfassend:

eine Zeitzähleinrichtung zum Starten der Mes-
sung der Zeitspanne, für welche die zweite Ge-
schwindigkeit fortgesetzt wird, wenn die Dreh-
geschwindigkeit der optischen Ablenkeinheit
(401) die zweite Geschwindigkeit erreicht; und
eine Drehungs-Anhaltevorrichtung (610) zum
Anhalten der Drehung der optischen Ablenkein-
heit (401), wenn die durch die Zeitzähleinrich-
tung gemessene Zeitspanne eine vorgegebene
Zeit erreicht.

3. Optisch kohärente Tomographiebild-Erzeugungs-
vorrichtung (100) nach Anspruch 2, ferner umfas-
send:

einen dritten Schalter (640) zum Anweisen der
Bewegung der optischen Ablenkeinheit (401)
mit einer vorbestimmten Geschwindigkeit ent-
lang der axialen Richtung der optischen Sonde-
neinheit (101); und

eine Bewegungssteuereinrichtung (207) zum
Bewegen der optischen Ablenkeinheit (401) mit
der vorbestimmten Geschwindigkeit, im Falle
des Erkennens einer Anweisungsoperation des
dritten Schalters, unter der Bedingung, dass
sich die optische Ablenkeinheit (401) mit der
zweiten Geschwindigkeit dreht, wenn der dritte
Schalter (640) anweisungsgemäß betätigt wird.

4. Optisch kohärente Tomographiebild-Erzeugungs-
vorrichtung (100) nach Anspruch 3, ferner umfas-
send eine Countdown-Anzeigevorrichtung (650)
zum Anzeigen der Restzeit bis zu der Zeitbegren-
zung, innerhalb derer der dritte Schalter (640) nach
unten gedrückt werden muss, um die Bewegung der
optischen Ablenkeinheit (401) mit der vorbestimm-
ten Geschwindigkeit abzuschließen, nachdem die
optische Ablenkeinheit (401) die zweite Geschwin-
digkeit erreicht hat.

5. Optisch kohärente Tomographiebild-Erzeugungs-
vorrichtung (100) nach Anspruch 4, wobei der erste
Schalter (620), der zweite Schalter (630) und der
dritte Schalter (640) mit Beleuchtungsanzeigevor-
richtungen (621, 631, 641) versehen sind, um anzu-
zeigen, ob die Betätigung der Schalter wirksam ist
oder nicht.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de formation d’images tomographiques
cohérentes optiques (100) comprenant :

une source lumineuse (208) ;
un diviseur optique (226) configuré pour diviser
une lumière sortie de la source lumineuse (208)
en une lumière de mesure et une lumière de
référence ;
une unité de sonde optique (101) qui peut être
insérée à l’intérieur d’une lumière corporelle,
comprend une gaine de cathéter (403) et un
noyau d’imagerie (201) agencé dans la gaine
de cathéter (403), le noyau d’imagerie (201)
comprend une fibre optique (236) et une unité
de déviation optique (401) placée en une extré-
mité distale de la fibre optique (236), l’unité de
sonde optique (101) configurée pour émaner la
lumière de mesure vers le tissu biologique et
recevoir une lumière réfléchie ;
une unité d’entraînement (204) configurée pour
faire tourner le noyau d’imagerie (201) à l’inté-
rieur de la gaine de cathéter (403) autour de la
direction axiale de l’unité de sonde optique (101)
et pour le déplacer le long de la direction axiale
de l’unité de sonde optique (101), une unité de
traitement de signal (223) configurée pour gé-
nérer une image en section transversale à l’in-
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térieur d’un tissu biologique en fonction de l’in-
tensité lumineuse d’une lumière d’interférence
qui est obtenue à partir de la lumière réfléchie
et de la lumière de référence ;
caractérisé en ce que l’unité d’entraînement
(204) comprend ;
un premier interrupteur (620) pour ordonner la
rotation de l’unité de déviation optique (401) à
une première vitesse ;
un second interrupteur (630) pour ordonner la
rotation de l’unité de déviation optique (401) à
une seconde vitesse qui est supérieure à la pre-
mière vitesse ; et
une commande d’entraînement (204, 224) con-
figurée pour entraîner l’unité de déviation opti-
que (401) en rotation à la première vitesse dans
le cas d’une détection d’une opération d’instruc-
tion du premier interrupteur (620) et changer la
vitesse de rotation de l’unité de déviation optique
pour la seconde vitesse, dans le cas d’une dé-
tection d’une opération d’instruction du second
interrupteur (630), dans le cas où l’unité de dé-
viation optique (401) tourne à la première vites-
se quand le second commutateur est actionné
pour fournir une instruction.

2. Dispositif de formation d’images tomographiques
cohérentes optiques (100) comprenant en outre :

un compteur de temps pour commencer la me-
sure de la période de temps pendant laquelle la
seconde vitesse continue quand la vitesse de
rotation de l’unité de déviation optique (401) at-
teint la seconde vitesse ; et
un élément d’arrêt de rotation (610) pour stopper
la rotation de l’unité de déviation optique (401)
quand la période de temps mesurée par le
compteur de temps atteint un temps prédéfini.

3. Dispositif de formation d’images tomographiques
cohérentes optiques (100) selon la revendication 2,
comprenant en outre :

un troisième interrupteur (640) pour ordonner le
mouvement de l’unité de déviation optique (401)
à une vitesse prédéterminée le long de la direc-
tion axiale de l’unité de sonde optique (101) ; et
une commande de déplacement (207) pour dé-
placer l’unité de déviation optique (401) à la vi-
tesse prédéterminée, dans le cas d’une détec-
tion d’une opération d’instruction du troisième
interrupteur, dans le cas où l’unité de déviation
optique (401) tourne à la seconde vitesse quand
le troisième interrupteur (640) est actionné pour
fournir une instruction.

4. Dispositif de formation d’images tomographiques
cohérentes optiques (100) selon la revendication 3,

comprenant en outre un dispositif d’affichage de
compte à rebours (650) pour afficher le temps restant
avant la limite de temps dans laquelle le troisième
interrupteur (640) doit être poussé afin de terminer
le déplacement de l’unité de déviation optique (401)
à la vitesse prédéterminée après que l’unité de dé-
viation optique (401) a atteint la seconde vitesse.

5. Dispositif de formation d’images tomographiques
cohérentes optiques (100) selon la revendication 4,
dans lequel le premier interrupteur (620), le second
interrupteur (630) et le troisième interrupteur (640)
sont pourvus de dispositifs d’affichage lumineux
(621, 631, 641) pour notifier si ou non l’actionnement
des interrupteurs a eu lieu.
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