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The subject-matter of claims 15,18,29 involves subjecting a subject to a
condition, which includes medical treatment. The scope of said claims
thus covers a method of treatment by therapy practised on the human or
animal body, contrary to Article 52(4) EPC. The said claims also relate
to obtaining a sample from a subject. The scope of said claims thus also
covers a method of treatment by surgery and diagnostic methods practised
on the human or animal body, contrary to Article 52(4) EPC. However, the
search was not limited.
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The subject-matter of claims 5,6,15,17,18,24,26,28,29,30,34 is rendered
vague and unclear as it tries to define quantitative metabolite profiles
in terms of a result to be achieved, i.e. that they are generated by one
of the methods of a preceding claim (Guidelines C-111-4.7). Furthermore,
only a few quantitative metabolic profiles are disclosed in the
description, whereas the claims cover all quantitative metabolite
profiles that could be generated by methods of the alleged invention.
Thus, the subject-matter of said claims is unsupported in the sense of
Article 84 EPC and not disclosed in the application in the sense of
Article 83 EPC over the whole of the claimed scope. Similar objections
apply to claims 22 and 35, which relate to databases obtained by the
methods of claims 4 and 34, respectively. For the search, it was assumed
that the said claims have been reformulated so as to include the initial
step of generating quantitative metabolite profiles or databases
according to a previously claimed method (i.e. that they are all method
claims that are strictly dependent on the method of a preceding claim,
e.g. see claim 27).
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